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PREFACE. 

THE  Denomination  of  good  men,  called  Baptifls,  fome  of 
whofe  latter  Annals  are  imperfedly  recorded  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages,  have  uniformly  maintained.  That  Civil  Magiftracy, 
according  to  the  plain  and  obvious  fenfe  of  Scripture,  is  an 
ordinance  of  God  for  good.  But  allured,  alio.  That,  in  the  im¬ 
portant  bufinefs  of  Religion,  man  is  accountable  to  God  alone, 
who  has  ereded  A  Kingdom  not  of  this  World  s  their  principles 
have  not  allowed  them  to  approve  of  that  boafted  alliance  be- 
tween  Church  and  State,  which  is  the  grand  engine  ufed  by 
worldly  Politicians,  ill-difpofed  Statelinen,  and  merciiefs  Pre¬ 
lates,  to  accomplifh  their  nefarious  defigns.  Hence  the  BaptiLs 
have,  in  general,  either  been  a  negleded  or  a  perfecuted  people. 

In  tracing  their  hiftory,  you  find  them  murdered  by  Papifts, 
martyred  by  Proteftants,  or  elfe  miffeprefented  by  the  populace 
in  common. — A  Sett  everywhere  fpoken  againfl,  as  their  Brethren 
in  apoftolic  times  were.  And,  for  ages,  meet  them  where  you 
will,  you  fee  their  minifters  prophefying  in  fackcloth  ;  and  the 
people,  like  Mary,  weeping. 

An  high  opinion  of  the  excellence  of  their  caufe  feems  to  have 
given  them  fatisfadion  at  heart.  But,  confident  that  the  truth 
is  great  and  will  prevail,  it  feems  they  frequently  omitted  thoie 
common  attentions  to  their  appropriate  affairs,  which  pmty 
would  have  fandioned,  and  which  prudence  demands.  The  moft 
therefore  that  has  been  faid  of  them  is  in  the  publications  of 
their  enemies,  from  which  poilerity  have  foimed  a  judgment. 
And  it  has  increafed  the  infelicity  of  pur  brethren.  That  they 
have  not  been,  at  all  times,  fufhciently  acquainted  with  their  own 

hiilory _ a  hiilory,  which  demonilrates  them  to  have  been  a  body 

of  the  worthiefl  of  men,  and  of  the  ben  oi  muzem. 

It  is  true,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Stinton,  Dr.  GilPs  prede- 
ceffor,  began,  in  the  year  1711,  to  make  a  collodion  of  Mat¬ 
tered  papers ;  to  which  Mr.  Thomas  Crofby,  for  fome  time  one 
of  the  Dodor’s  Deacons,  afterwards  made  additions,  and  pub- 
lifned  his  work  in  four  volumes  odavo,  entitled,  lie  Fnfiory  of 

the  Englijh  Baptifs .  It  is  a  refledion  which  affords  me  pleafure, 

T  hat 
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That  I  have  the  honor  of  belonging  to  the  fame  Church  in  which 
thefe  refpe&ablc  men  were  officers.  But  Mr.  Stinton  and  Mr. 
Crofby  excepted,  who  then,  in  all  Europe,  with  any  effeCt,  had 
thought  it  worth  their  while  To  inquire  of  the  former  age ,  and  to 
prepare  themfel^ves  to  the  fearch  of  their  fathers  ?  Since  their  days, 
indeed,  we  have  been  favoured  with  the  refult  of  the  laborious 
inveftigations  of  that  great  man,  the  late  Mr.  Robinfon  of 
Cambridge ;  and  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  mention,  with 
due  commendation,  the  numerous  collections  of  Mr.  Thompfon 
ofClapham;  and  the  indefatigable  purfuits  of  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
Leominfter,  a  minifter  this,  probably  not  inferior  to  any  of  his 
cotemporaries  in  an  hiftorical  acquaintance  with  the  Englifh 
Baptifts,  and  who  is  thought  to  be  the  belt  informed  perfon  on 
earth,  concerning  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  baptized 
churches  in  Wales,  from  the  year  1633,  about  which  time  a 
church  was  formed  at  Olchon,  or  perhaps  more  properly  Golchon, 
a  valley  which  has  alway,  been  inhabited  by  the  Cymry,  or 
Cambro-Britons. 

In  America  alfo,  within  a  few  years  paft,  the  Rev.  Ifaac 
Backus,  of  Middleborough,  has  publifhed  two  large  volumes  of 
the  Church  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts  in  New  England  ;  and  the 
Rev.  Morgan  Edwards  two  fmall  volumes  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Baptifts  in  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey.  Befides  which,  the 
Rev.  John  Leland,  and  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  See.  have  been 
encouraged  to  collect  Materials  for  an  hiftory  of  our  Societies  in 
other  of  the  ftates;  thefe,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  already 
publifned,  it  may  reafonably  be  expeCted,  will  exhibit  the  pains 
and  pleafures  of  good  men,  the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  bad 
men,  the  tyranny  of  rulers,  and  the  faith  ulnefs  or  God. 

But  commendable  as  thefe  efforts  of  the  fenv  have  been,  for 
the  recovery  of  fome  of  our  memoirs,  the  prefervation  of  others, 
and  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge  and  affeCtion  amon<  the 
denomination  at  large  ;the  many  have  been  chargeabl :  wit  a  fuch 
a  negleCt  of  their  Church  Hiftory  as  will  be  for  a  lamentation 
among  the  wifeft  and  beft  men  in  our  pofterity,  through  all  their 
generations  to  the  very  end  of  time.  O  what  numerous  accounts 
of  exemplary,  holy,  happy  lives,  and  triumphant  deaths,  might 
we  now  have  been  pofteffed  of,  had  the  molt  intelligent  of  our 
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anceftors  only  recorded  a  few,  out  of  tire  many,  imdances  of  Je¬ 
hovah’s  faithfulnefs,  which  they  faw  themfelves,  or  had  been 
affured  of  by  credible  information  !  But  does  not  our  conduX 
juftify  theirs  ?  How  indifferent  have  we  been  to  the  trials  and 
deliverances  of  God’s  people  in  ages  pad,  and  how  inattentive 
are  we  to  the  date  of  religion  in  our  own  days  !  Snould  not  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  zeal  of  other  profefhng  Chrilhans,  ani¬ 
mate  us  ?  The  followers  of  the  late  Mr,  Wefley,  the  Moravians, 
and  the  people  called  Quakers,  cherifh  an  univerfal  acquaintance 
among  themfelves ;  and  fome  of  thefe  denominations  dated!/ 
meet,  by  their  reprefentatives,  it  is  faid,  from  every  quartet  of 
the  globe — in  a  part  of  their  difcipline  we  fee  what  we  uniwrfaltj 
admire,  and  admiration  fhou'ld  provoke  imitation.  But  nve  ipend 
half  a  century,  and  know  not  inDevonfhire  a  fingle  circumftance 
of  the  churches  in  Lancadiire,  nor  in  Somerfetfhire  oi  any  thing 
that  palfes  among  our  connexions  in  A  orkfhire.  Yea,  the  com- 
municative  brethren  in  Virginia,  large  and  refpeftable  as  fome 
of  their  afTociations  are,  have  confeffed,  That  before  the  pad 
war,  our  focieties  in  the  New  England  States  were  no  more  in 

their  minds  than  thofe  of  Old  England. 

Indeed,  the  Churches  in  England,  belonging  to  the  fame  Ado- 
elation,  obtain  a  partial  knowledge  of  each  other  from  their 
annual  neetings,  which  have  frequently  been  crowned,  witn  re¬ 
markable  tokens  of  the  divine  prefence;  and  from  their  printed 
letters.  But  multitudes  of  our  Members,  till  the  Regiiler  appear¬ 
ed  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  any  Affociation  in  the  world 
but  that  to  which  their  own  or  fome  neighbouring  churcn  be¬ 
longs;  while  more  then  a  few  of  the  Minijkrs  themfelves  feldom 
faw  a  letter  from  any  Affociation  but  the  one  with  which  they  are 
united.  Confequendy,  thefe  annual  publications  were  beneficial 
only  to  a  few  individuals,  indead  of  promoting  the  knowledge, 
purity,  and  joy  of  the  whole  denomination,  to  which  lome  of 
them,  I  think,  are  peculiarly  adapted. 

Little  as  we  knew  of  God’s  Britifh  Ifrael  at  home,  we  vei? 

lefs,  much  lefs  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  our  Brethren 

abroad.  Formerly,  feveral  of  our  fervor  M raiders  in  England 

were  in  the  habit  of  correfpondence  with  the  American  dim  cues, 

'but  the  removal  of  fome  of  thefe  benevolent  men  by  deatn,  and 
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the  unhappy  war  with)  he  Colonies,  fhut  up  almoft  every  kkndly 
intercourfe  between  us.  However,  when  peace  was  reftored,  it 
was  thought  by  feveral  perfons  an  objeft  of  confklerable  import¬ 
ance,  to  open  a  new  correfpondence  with  the  weftern  world. 
The  American  brethren  accepted  our  propoials  with  every  mark 
of  fraternal  affeftion.  In  the  beginning  of  this  correfpondence, 
letters  were  received  from  Dr.  Manning ,  Prefident  of  this  College 
at  Providence  in  Rhode  Island  from  the  Rev.  John  Gam , 
then  paftor  of  the  church  at  New  'York,  who  is  fince  removed 
to  Kentucke  ;  from  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Backus  Middleborough ,  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  H  iftory  of  the  Baptiits  in  New  England  ;  and  from  Dr . 
Samuel  Stillman ,  paftor  of  the  firft  Baptift  Church  at  Bojlon.  This 
Interchange  of  letters  at  length  produced  a  pretty  general  wifh 
on  both  fides  the  Atlantic ,  of  obtaining  a  more  comprehenftve 
knowledge  of  each  others  religious  circumftances,  Extrads  from 
the  American  Breviates  were  not  only  waited  for  with  great  avidi¬ 
ty,  but,  when  they  arrived  foon  enough  for  infertion,  met  an  hear¬ 
ty  welcome  in  our  Englijh  Aftbciation  Letters,  efpecially  in  the 
Northampton  ;  and  a  defire  was  exprefted  of  having  them  annually 
introduced,  unlefs  a  larger  account  could  be  obtained,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  many  perfons  very  defirable.  On  the  ether  hand,  foroe 
of  the  American  Brethren,  in  their  aftociate  capacity,  for  two  or 
three  years  following,  applied  to  me,  earneftly  requefting  that 
they  might  have  tranfmited  to  them,  through  fome  fixed  and 
conftant  medium,  a  full  account  of  the  ftate  of  Religion  among 
the  Baptifts  in  Great  Britaiti  and  Ireland ;  and  they  more  efpe¬ 
cially  defired  “  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Churches  in  Landoji , 

«  and  the  time  and  place  of  their  aftociate  meetings.” 

Having  had  a  wifh  therefore  to  gratify  the  Brethren  at  home 
and  abroad  ;  and  hoping,  under  a  Divine  blefting  to  be  the  in- 
ftrument  of  bringing  many  of  the  churches  fo  far  acquainted. 
That  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  relieving  one  anothers 
wants,  of  praying  for  each  other  when  the  ways  of  Sion  mourn, 
and  of  pm>fng  God  in  the  enjoyment  of  profperous  circumftances 
—I  determined  in  the  year  1790,  God  willing,  to  print  a  perio¬ 
dical  work,  which fhould be  intitied.  The  Baptist  Annual 
Register, and  include,  as  far  poftible,  the  following 

ARTICLES: 
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ARTICLES: 

I.  A  mafterly  Copper-plate  Engraving,  once  a  year,  of  fome  fenior 
Minifter,  or  other  eminent  Perfon  belonging  to  the  Denomination . 

II.  An  Account  of  the  Origin  and  Defign  of  the  Baptift  Affociations, 
with  a  brief  Hiftory  of  each  Affociation  from  the  Year  1644,  placed,  if 
poflible,  according  to  the  Order  of  Time  when  they  were  formed.  A 
Part  of  this  Hiftory  to  be  given  in  general  with  each  Number,  10  paged 
■as  to  make,  when  it  is  all  printed  off",  an  uniform  Introduction  to  the  whole 
Regifter, 

III.  For  the  firft  Year,  and  afterwards  at  the  beginning  of  each  vo  - 
Jume,  A  Lift  of  all  the  Particular  Baptift  Churches  in  E  upland  and 
according  to  the  lateft  corrections. 

IV.  A  Copy  of  the  yearly  Affociation  Letters  in  Great  Britain, 
when  our  limits  permit :  or,  at  leaft,  a  pretty  full  Abridgment  of  fome  of 
them. 

V.  Extradts  from  the  Irijh  and  the  American  Affociation  Letters,  with 
the  mojl  inter effing  parts  of  the  perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  Englijh , 
the  American ,  and  other  Brethren. 

VI.  As  many  valuable  Pieces  of  late  Years  have  been  written  by  fome 
©f  our  Minifters,  comparatively  in  vain,  having  fcarcely  ever  been  heard 
of,  except  in  the  Neighbourhood  where  they  were  penned  or  printed;  the 
Regiffer  is  to  give  a  Lift  of  the  Books  and  Pamphlets  printed  by  our  Bre¬ 
thren  in  the  Year,  with  their  Prices  and  Places  of  Sale,  if  proper  Informa¬ 
tion  be  duly  received  from  the  Authors.  Under  this  Head,  however. 
Liberty  will  be  referved  of  omitting  angry  Deputations,  if  ever  any  fuch 
are  printed. 

VII.  An  Account  of  thofe  Minifters,  and  other  eminent  Perfons  her 
longing  to  the  Denomination,  who  are  removed  by  Death  from  the  Time 
of  one  Affociation  to  another,  if  proper  Materials  come  to  hand  in  d  ime, 
and  appear  to  be  faithfully  drawn  up, 

VIII.  Hiftorical  Sketches  of  the  oldeft  and  moft  remarkable  Baptift 
Churches  in  Europe ,  America ,  &c.  with  Memoirs  of  fuch  of  our  Minifters 
and  People  in  the  laft  Century,  and  the  Beginning  of  this,  of  whom  but 
very  little  is  generally  known.  An  early  Article  under  this  Head  will 
be,  what  has  not  yet  been  printed,  The  Hiftory  of  the  firft  Baptift  Church 
planted  in  America,  viz.  the  Church,  at  Providence  ill  Rhode  Island,  from 
the  Time  of  its  Formation  in  1639,  with  a  good  Engraving  of  the  South 
Weft  Elevation  of  their  prefent  Meeting- H ou fe  ;  and  the  Steeple,  which  is, 
396  Feet  high,  faid  to  be  one  of  the  beft  Pieces  of  Workmanfhip  on  the 
Continent. 

IX.  Mifcellanies,  viz.  Extra  ft  s  from  fcarce  Books,  Pamphlets,  and 
expenfive  Publications,  which  relate  to  the  Baptift  Intereft — Accounts  of 
the  Spread  of  the  Gofpel  among  different  denominations  of  good  men  at  Home 
*nd  Abroad,  with  any  other  Subjects  that  tnay  appear  to  the  Brethren  i» 
Common  to  be  of  general  Utility. 
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X.  This  Periodical  Work  is  to  con  fill  of  not  more  than  two  Parts  m 
a  Year,  unlefs  in  extraordinary  Cafes.  The  firjl  Part  for  the  Year  1790  t6 
be  u.  6 d.  and  the  following  Numbers  from  Time  to  Time,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  of  at  prefent,  not  to  exceed  is.  each. 

Laftly,  It  Ihould  be  obferved,  That  the  Articles  which  are  likely  to 
compofe  the  Regifter,  will  not  always  follow  one  another  precifely  accord* 
ing  to  the  above  arrangement - And 

THAT  THE  ELAN  IS  OPEN  TO  PERPETUAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

As  the  work  is  called  the  Baptist  Regifter,  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  obferve.  That  it  is  by  no  means  a  produ&ion  or 
publication  of  the  people  at  large  denominated  Baptifts.  Great 
numbers  of  them,  indeed,  have  repeatedly  expreffed  a  ftrong 
defire  to  fee  fomething  of  this  kind  ;  and  thoufands  have  given 
the  beft  encouragement  to  fill  up  thefe  outlines.  But  I  have 
ventured  fo  to  characterize  it,  as  the  publication  principally  re¬ 
lates  to  this  people,  and  becaufe  no  other  Title  appeared  fuitable 
to  it.  The  production,  however,  boafts  of  no  patronage,  fo 
high,  as  that  of  the  whole  body  of  Baptifts ;  but  it  would  be 
improper  not  to  fay.  It  afpires  towards  that  honour,  nor  wijhes 
a  greater. 

The  Title  of  the  Regifter,  from  the  beginning,  alfo  an¬ 
nounced  the  defign  of  giving  Sketches  of  the  ftate  of  Religion 
among  different  denominations  of  good  men.  Though  I  feel 
it  an  honour  to  rank  with  the  Calvinifts,  whofe  fyftem,  com- 
monly  called  orthodox,  is  peculiarly  dear  to  me ;  yet,  conceiv¬ 
ing  That  all  who  hate  fin,  and  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 
fmcerity,  are  good  men ,  if  they  do  not  think  of  Baptifm  as  I  do, 
nor  embrace  half  my  Creed,  I  delight  in  fuch  as  my  brethren, 
and  embrace  them,  by  thoufands,  in  the  bofom  of  a  warm 
affe&ion — and,  with  my  views',  it  would  be  criminal  not  to  do 
fo, '  though  no  one  can  be  farther  than  I  am  from  the  opinions  of 
fome  of  thefe  amiable  perfons. 

Concerning  the  Execution  of  my  Plan,  it  will  gratify  me,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  fay.  That  to  open  a  correfpondence,  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  with  perfons  of  various  opinions, 
and  of  feveral  languages,  lome  of  whom  have  been  ufed  to 
avoid  an  intercourfe  with  their  brethren,  only  becaufe  they  did 
not  know  them  ;  and  few  of  whole  Archives  were  redundant 
with  papers  and  parchments  of  information — To  write  fifty1 
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letters  a  week,  which  was  frequently  done  in  the  year  1790, 
paying  a  due  attention  to  returns — and  to  realize  the  plan,  fo 
far  as  to  ftiew  that  it  is  capable,  at  leaft  when  improved,  of 
being  carried  into  effeft — I  fay.  That  for  one  perfon  to  do  this, 
and  he  an  Individual  whofe  avocations  were  numerous,  will 
be  acknowledged  a  bufinefs  of  fome  magnitude.  ^And, 

to  fay  the  truth.  Had  the  difficulties  and  expenfes  of  the  under¬ 
taking  been  all  forefeen,  it  is  probable  they  would  never  have 
been  encountered. 

But  thefe  obftacles  in  part  furmounted — the  correfpondence 
open — and  acceptable  materials  pouring  in  from  ail  quarters ; 
a  flattering  expefbtion  is  now  entertained.  That,  for  the  future, 
little  more  than  moderate  Application,  and  wife  Selection,  will 
be  neceflary. 

Three  years  are  elapfed  fince  this  deflgn  was  fubmitted  to  the 
public  eye — and  one  volume  of  the  work  is,  at  length,  finiflied  . 
of  courfe  there  has  been  opportunity  to  judge  of  the  defe&s  of 
the  plan.  At  prefent,  the  Author  himfelf  perceives  no  material 
alterations  that  would  be  likely  to  better  it,  nor  any  very  con- 
fiderable  additions  that  need  be  made  to  it ;  but  he  wifhesthat 
the  execution  had  been  more  worthy  of  the  deflgn.— Having, 
however,  learned  by  experience.  That  the  materials  for  the 
Regifter  will  fometimes  be  of  uncertain  limits,  he  is  pleafed  with 
having,  by  accident,  faid  in  his  firft  propofals.  That  the  Regifcr 
it  not  to  conjifl  of  more  than  tnvo  parts  in  a  year ,  unless  in 
extraordinary  cases.  Such  cafes  he  now  finds  may  hap¬ 
pen.  And  they  will  probably  occur  in  the  year  when  a  volume 
begins ,  on  account  of  the  Preface,  the  new  lift  of  Baptift  churches, 
&c.  and  in  the  year  when  any  volume  ends,  on  account  of  the 
Addenda,  Corrigenda,  and  Index. 

The  principal  inftruflions  which  my  brethren  have  haa  the 
goodnefs  to  fend  me,  concerning  the  future  publication  of  the 
work,  are  thefe,  t(  Abridge  fome  of  the  Aflbciation  Letters 
* (  entirely  drop  others” — ce  when  extracts  of  them  are  printed, 
a  fmaller  type  may  be  ufed” — “  this  will  give  room  for  a  brief 
analyfis  of  many  of  the  books  which  are  printed  oy  our  de¬ 
nomination* 


Viii  Preface,  1790-^1793. 

nomination,  as  well  as  of  fome  others” — “  and  if  your  new 
current  articles  come  out  early,  and  the  old  ones  are  good, 
the  more  the  better,  even  if  the  Regifter  fhould  now  and  then 
extend  to  three  or  four  Numbers  a  year” — <e  yet  the  prefent  is 
a  very  unfavourable  time  for  religious  publications,  as  multi¬ 
tudes  of  the  members  of  Our  churches  are,  on  account  of  the? 
war,  out  of  all  employ,  and  fome  of  their  families  in  a  ftarving 
condition.” 

Of  thefe  directions,  and  ail  others  in  future,  that  may  be  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  fame  good  fenfe,  I  ihall,  no  doubt,  moll 
cheerfully  avail  myfelf :  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  return¬ 
ing  my  fincerell  thanks, 

TO  ALL  THE  BRETHREN,  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD, 
WHOSE  BENEVOLENT  ASSISTANCE  HAS  FACILITATED 
THE  PLANTING  A  TREE  WHICH  JUST  BEGINS  TO  BUD, 
AND  PROMISES  TO  BLOSSOM  AND  BEAR  FRUIT,  ONLY" 
IN  PROPORTION  AS  IT  SHALL  BE  MANURED,  AND 
PRUNED,  AND  PROPPED,  BY  THEIR  FOSTERING  HAND  J 
AND  FAVOURED  WITH  THE  SUN-SHINE  AND  SHOWERS 
OF  THEIR  APPROBATION. 

But  fliould  this  fervice,  in  which  I  am  engaged,  be  crowned 
with  the  blefling  of  our  Lord  and  Mailer  himfelf,  fo  that  it  may, 
in  fome  meafure,  induce  our  churches  To  admire  and  adore 
the  Grace  and  Faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his  people  in  pall  days-*— 
To  lefien  each  others  forrows  by  fympathy,  and  To  increafe  one 
anothers  joys  by  a  mutual  participation  of  them,  at  prefent — or 
if,  in  future,  when  I  have  been  “  long  to  the  dull  gone  down,” 
this  work  may  be  alfilling  to  fome  faithful  hillorian  of  a  people 
whole  fentiments  it  is  expected  will  in  the  ages  to-come,  cover 
the  whole  earth  :  or  fliould  it  tend  in  any  degree  to  illullrate  the 
character  of  God,  to  difplay  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  holinefs  of  his  people,  and  to  promote  peace,  good¬ 
will,  and  felicity,  among  the  whole  brotherhood  of  man,  my 
fatisfaflion  will  be  unbounded.  I  remain,  in  everlalling 
bonds,  the  willing  Servant  of  all  the  churches, 

John  Rippon, 

No,  11,  Grange-Road, 

December,  1793. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 


lEDFORD  -  - 

Bigglefwade 
Blunham  - 
Carlton  -  -  - 

Carrington  Cotton  End 
Cay  lb  -  -  -  - 

Cranfield  - 
Dunftable  -  - 

Leighton  Buzzard  - 
Little  Storton  - 
Luton  - 

Maulden  -  -  -  - 
Ridgmount  - 
Sharnbrook  -  -  - 

Southill  -  -  -  - 

Steventon  - 
Thorn  - 


pastors.  * 


James  Bowers 
Martin  Mayle 
John  Weft 
William  Kilpin 
William  Dickens 
Ebenezer  Keach 
- Hughes 

O 

John  Emery 
Thomas  Filly 
William  Coles 
William  Pike 
Richard  Grindon 
John  Gamby 

Robert  Faulkner 


BERKSHIRE. 


{ 


Daniel  Turner  and 


John  Evans 


Abingdon  - 

Farringdon  -  - 

Newbury  -----  James  Bicheno 
Oakingham  -  -  -  - 

Reading  -  -  -  -  -  Thomas  Davis 

W antage  ----- 

*  Many  of  the  churches  in  this  Ilk  arc  dellitute  of  pcjlcrrs,  but  moft  of 
them  are  lupplied  with  miniflers. 

BUCKING- 


v 


4 


A  LtST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR, 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

Cheneys  -  -  - 
Chelham  -  -  - 

Clonbrook  - 
High  Wycombe  - 
Newport  Pagnell  - 
OIney  -  -  -  - 

Princes  RilLoiough 
Stony  Stratfo.d  - 
Woodrow  -  -  - 


Nathan  Sharman 
James  Sleap 
William  Walker 
William  Scott 
John  Muddiman 
John  Sutcliff 
Jofeph  Crook 
John  Goodrich 
Richard  Morris* 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE.* 

Cambridge  -  -  -  - 

Cottenham  -  Thomas  Baron 

Gamlingay  - 

Over  -  -  -  -  Thomas  Lee 

,  Soharn  -  Francis  Bland 

Sutton  -  - 

Wifbeach  - 


CHESHIRE. 

Chefler  - 
Brafey-Green 

Warford  -  -  -  -  Thomas  Holt 

I  T  \&***':* 

CORNWALL. 

Chacewater  -  -  Robert  Redding 

Falmouth  -  -  -  - 

CUMBERLAND. 

Broughton  -  -  -  Jacob  Hutton 

Whitehaven  -  -  -  William  Graham 

DERBYSHIRE. 

Lofcoe  -  -  William  Fletcher 


In  our  firft  edition,  Needing'worih  was  by  miftake  inferted  among 
the  churches  in  Cambridgelhire  j  it  will  be  found  now  in  its  proper  place* 
Huntingdonftiire.  Editor. 


DEVON- 
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DEVONSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 


PASTORS. 


Bampton 

- 

Bovey  Tracey  - 

Nicholas  Gil  lard 

Culluinpton 

mm 

Dartmouth 

- 

Exeter 

*• 

Humphrey  Penn 

Kingfbridge 

- 

Plymouth 

— 

Philip  Gibbs 

W.  Winterbotham,  affift. 

Plymouth  Dock 

- 

Ifaiah  Birt  * 

Prefcott 

- 

Benjamin  Thomas 

Tiverton 

- 

Daniel  Sprague 

Upottery 

- 

John  Rippon,  fen. 

DORSETSHIRE. 

Lough  wood 

_ 

Samuel  Burford 

’ 

Samuel  Norman,  affiftant 

Lyme 

- 

Jofeph  Dawfon 

W  inbourn 

-  , 

Joihua  Barker 

DURHAM. 

Cold-Rowley 

- 

Tohn  Rofs 

Hamilerly 

- 

Charles  Whitfield 

ESSEX. 

Braintree 

— 

John  Hornblow 

Caftle  Hedingham 

- 

*  * 

Colchefter 

- 

Thomas  Steevens  * 

Earls-Colne 

_ 

Major  G.  Pudney 

Harlow 

mm 

Ifaac  Gould 

Langham 

Zenas  Trivett 

Potter  Street 

James  Brown 

Ridgewell 

•m 

Humphrey  Larwill 

Saffron  Walden 

— 

Matthew  Walker 

Waltham  Abbey 

- 

John  Davis 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Bourton  -  -  Benjamin  Beddome 

William  Wilkins,  affiftant 
Campden  -  -  Elifha  Smith 

Chaif'ord  -  -  David  Hughes 

Cheltenham  -  -  Samuel  Dunfcombe 

*  Mr.  S.  fpells  his  name  Stevens. 

A  ,  ' 


Cirencefter 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

CHURCHES.  PASTORS. 

Cirencefter  -  William  Dore 

Coldford 

Fairford 

Hilfley  -  William  Hitchman 

Horfley  -  -  Benjamin  Francis 

Kingftanley 

Natton  -  -  7th  day  Brethren 

Sodbury  -  -  Thomas  Ferribee 

Tedbury  -  Jofeph  Burchell 

Tewkfbury 

Thornbury  -  -  Thomas  BilTeck 

Weftmancote 

Wotton-under-edge  -  Thomas  Symmons 

HAMPSHIRE. 


Broughton 

Lockerley 

Lymington 
Portfmouth,ift  church 

John  Stokes 

Ifaac  Stradling 

Jofeph  Hor fey 

Daniel  Miall,  ailiftant 

- ,  2d  church 

Rumfey  and  i 

Southampton  J 

Whitchurch 

Peter  Edwards 

John  Nike 

Charles  Cole 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Leominfter  -  Jofhua  Thomas 

Ryford  -  -  James  Williams 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 

•  .  '  *#'*■-•  . 

Codicote  -  -  Alexander  Thompfon 


Hempftead 

Hertford 

Hitchin 

Hoddefdon 

Market  Street 

St.  Albans  - 
Tring 

Watford 

John  Liddon 

Robert  Balkerville 
John  Geard 

John  Gill 

John  Clement 

BAPTIST  CHURCHES  IN  ENGLAND) 

s.  ,  •  / 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

Great  Gedding 
Great  Granfdon 
Needingworth 
Spaldwick 


pastors. 


-  John  Howfon 

-  Thomas  Ladfon 


KENT. 


Afhford 

Beffell’s  Green 

Canterbury 

Chatham 

Cranbrook 

Eythorn 

Folkftone,  iftichurch 

• - ,  2d  church 

Greenwich 

Margate  and  Shallows 

Sandhurft 

Sevenoaks 

Smarden 

T  enterden 

Woolwich,  i ft  church 
- -  2d  church 


Thomas  Cromwell 
John  Stanger 

John  Knott,  jun. 
George  Stonehoufe 
Thomas  Ranger 
William  Atwood 
Francis  Read 
Richard  Hutchings 
Jonathan  Purchis 
William  Copping 
Michael  Bligh 
Thomas  Wake 
John  Lloyd 
Robert  McGregor 
Adam  Freeman 


LANCASHIRE. 


Accrington 

Bacup 

Blackburn 

Cloughfold 

Coin 

Goodfhaw  Chapel 

Hag  Gate 

Hawkfheadhill 

Liverpool 

Manchefter 

Ogden 

Prefton 

Rochdale 

Tottlebank 

Warrington 


William  Wade 
John  Hirft 
James  Miller 
Robert  Hyde 
John  Stutterd 
John  Nuttall 
William  Smith 

Samuel  Medley 
John  Sharp 


-  Thomas  Littlewood 

-  Thomas  Harbottle 


A  2 


LEICESTER* 


/ 


8 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


LEICESTERSHIRE, 


CHURCHES. 

Arnfby  »  » 

Bottesford 

Foxton 

Leicefter 

Lutterworth 

Sheepfhead 

Sutton  in  the  Elms 


PASTORS. 

Robert  Hall 

Jolhua  Burton 
William  6arey 

Robert  Mills 
Thomas  Edmonds 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Bofton  .... 

Horncaftle  .  .  , 

Lincoln  .  .  .  Jolhua  Jones 

Spalding  ....  James  Craps 

MIDDLESEX. 

Bow  .  .  .  John  Knott,  fen. 

Hammerfmith  . 

Staines  ... 


LONDON. 


Chapple-ftreet 

Cripplegate* 

Ditto,  7th  day  f 
DevONSH  IRE-SQUARE 
Eagle-ftreet 
Goodman’s-fields 
Grafton-street  . 
Great  Ay liffe-ftreet 
Lincoln’s-Inn-fields  . 
Mitchell-ftreet  .  , 

Piccadilly  .  * 


John  Reynolds 
Robert  Burnfide 
Timothy  Thomas 
William  Smith 
Abraham  -Booth 
John  Martin 
/ 

Thomas  Powell 
Jofeph  Gwennap 


*  The  minifters  and  mcffengers  of  thofe  churches  in  Londan  and  South- 
work,  which  are  in  the  lift  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  -by  fmall  capitals, 
conftitute  the  Particular  Baptijl  Fund,  which  was  inftituted  for  the  relief  of 
poor  minifters  and  churches  in  England,  Wales,  See.  &c.  To  promote  the 
defign,  a  collection  is  annually  made  in  thefe  ten  congregations.  It  amount¬ 
ed,  in  the  diftribution  of  1790,  to  the  fum  of  637I.  16s.  3d.  Befide  thefe 
collections,  the  whole  intereft  of  the  fund  capital  is  every  year  given  away. 

y  This  Society  collects  for  the  fund,  and  alfo  receives  afliftauce 
from  it. 


\ 
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LONDON. 


CHURCHES. 

Redcrofs-ftreet  . 
Spitalfields 

Wild-street  .  . 

Windmill  Hill,  Moor- 
fields 


PASTORS. 


Dr.  Stennet 

Jofeph Stennet,  affiftant 


SOUTHWARK.  * 


Blacksfields 
Carter-lane  , 
Dean-street 
Ewer-ftreet  .  . 

Greenwalk  . 
Maze  Pond  . 
Snowsfields 
Unicorn-yard 


Michael  Brown 
John  Rippon,  jmv 
William  Button 

‘James  Upton 
James  Dore 

Daniel  Williams 


NORFOLK. 


Claxton 

Dereham 

Difs 

Great  Ellingham 
Ingham  . 

Lynn 

Norwich,  1  ft  church 

- - - ,  2d  church 

Shellfanger  . 

W  orftead 
Y  armouth 


Henry  Utting 
Robert  Denham 
Charles  Farmery 
John  Ewing 
John  Hooke 
William  Richards 
Jofeph  Kinghorn 
Mark  Wilks 
Thomas  Smith 
Edward  Trivett 
Jabez  Browne 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Braunftone  .  .  .  John  Simmons 


Clipftone  . 
Gretton  . 
Guilfborough 
Hackleton 
Irthl  ingborough 


John  Webfter  Morris  f 
William  Butler 
John  Edmonds 
John  Luck 
William  Hall 


Kettering,  1  ft  church  Andrew  Fuller 
‘ - - - ,  2d  church  John  Satchell 

*  Properly  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

t  Erroneouily  printed  William  Morris  in  the  firft  edition  ofthis  flieet. 

A  3  Longbug- 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

Longbugby 

Middleton  Cheney 

Moulton  .  .  . 

Northampton 

Ringftead 

Rhode 

Rufhden 

Thrapftone  .  * 

Tow-cefter  .  , 

Walgrave 

W efton  by  W eedon 


PASTORS* 

William  Cole 
T  homas  Green 
Edward  Sharman 
John  Ryland,  jun. 
Robert  Tweltree 
William  Heighton 
William  Knowles 

Thomas  Skinner 
Alexander  Payne 
John  Law 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Hexham 
Newcaftle  . 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

Collingham  .  .  .  William  Shaw 

Nottingham  .  .  .  Richard  Hopper 

Sutton  Aihfield  . 

\  \ 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

Chipping-norton  .  Thomas  Purdy 
Coat  ....  Thomas  Dun fcombe 
Hook-norton ,  .  .  Benjamin  Whitmore 

Oxford  ....  James  Hinton 
Witney  .... 


RUTLANDSHIRE. 

Oakham  .  .  .  Abraham  Greenwood 


SHROPSHIRE. 

I 

Bridgenorth  .  .  .  Henry  Butterworth 

Brofeley  ....  William  Crowther 
ShefFnall 
Shrewsbury  . 


/ 
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SOMERSETSHIRE. 

PASTORS. 

John  Alford 

Caleb  Evans 
John  Tommas 
Samuel  Rowles 
Samuel  Evans 
John  Kingdon 
James  Adams 
John  Cox 
Ifaac  Sottridge  7 

- Matthews 

Auguftus  Crifp 
Robert  Day 
John  Gil  lard 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Cofely  .  .  .  Jofliua*  Biffell 

Thomas  Smith 

Hanley-green  .  .  John  Hindle 

SUFFOLK. 

Ipfwich  .  .  .  George  Hall 

Wattifham  .  .  John  Hitchcock 

SURREY,  f 

Guildford  .  .  .  John  Chamberlain 

Kingfton 

SUSSEX. 

Battle  .  .  .  William  Vidler 

Brighthelmftone 

Lewes  ....  Jofeph  Middleton 
Rotherfield  .  .  W  illiam  Coe 

Rye  .  .  .  .  Thomas  Purdy 

Slougham  .  .  .  Thomas  Humphry 

Uckfield  ....  Richard  Butcher 
Wivelsfield  .  .  .  Henry  Booker 

*  *Jojhuas  not  Jofeph  as  the  fxrft  edition  had  it. 
f  See  Southwark)  after  London.  , 
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CHURCHES. 

Bath  .  .  »  •  • 

Beckington  .* 
Bridgewater  . 
Bristol,  Broadmead 
Pithay 

Chard  . 

Crofcomb 

Frome  .  .  .  . 

Hatch  . 

Horfington  . 

Paulton  . 

Road  ...  .  . 

Stogumber 
W  ellington  . 
Yeovill  . 


Warwick 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


WARWICKSHIRE. 


CHURCHES.  PASTORS. 

Aulcefter  .  .  .  William  Pendered 

Birmingham, i  ft  church  Samuel  Pearce 

- - ,  2d  church  Edward  Edmonds 

Coventry  .  .  .  John  Butter  worth 

Henly-in-Arden  .  .  John  Tift 

Ryton  .... 

...  Peter  Reece 

WILTSHIRE. 


Bradford  .  . 

Bratton  .  .  . 

Caine  .  .  . 

Crockerton  . 
Devizes  . 
Downcon  . 

Gi  iuleton 
Malmfbury  . 
Melkfham 
North  Bradley 
Salifburv  . 
Trowbridge 
Weftbury  Leigh 


John  Cooper 
Iiaac  Taylor 
John  Clark 


Richard  Mofely 


John  Saffery 
Nathaniel  Rawlins 
Robert  Marfham 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Bewdley  .  . 

Bromfgrove  . 
Dudley  .... 
Evefham  .  .  . 

Perfhore  .  , 

Shipftone  on  Stour  f 
Stour  or  idge  .  . 

Upton 


Richard  Baylis 
James  Butterworth 
Thomas  Williams 
Laurence  Butterworth 
James  A  lion* 


Benjamin  Mafon 

V 

John  Poynting 


WorceAer 

YORKSHIRE. 

Barnoldfwick  .  .  Nathan  Smith 

Bingley  ....  William  Hartley 
Bifhop  Burton  .  .  David  Kinghorn 


*  James  Alton,  it  was  by  miftakc  print.,!  John  in  the  firfl  Edition, 
f  *4r  Elitha  Smith  iiipplies  this  Church  as  well  as  Campden  in  C 


Glou- 
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YORKSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

Bradford 
Bridlington  . 
Bramley 
Cowling  hill  . 
Driffield 
Farftey 
Giloerlome  . 
Gifburn  Foreft 
Hal  ifax 
Haworth 
Hebden  Bridge 
{ 

Hull 

Leeds,  'I ft  church 

_ —  2d  church 

Mafbo  ough 

Raw  Jen 

Salleiidinenoolc 

Scarborough 

Sheffield 

Shipley 

Steeplane 

Sutton 

Slaughwaite 

Wainfgate 


pastors 

.  William  Crabtree 
.  Jofeph  Gawkrodger 
.  Jofeph  Afk with 
.  James  Shuttle  worth 
.  William  J.  Wrighifon 
,  William  Roe 
.  James  A  (h worth 
• 

.  John  Cherry 
Miies  Oddy 
.  John  Fawcett 

John  Fawcett,  affiftant 
.  John  Beatfon 
.  Thomas  Langdon 
.  William  Price 
.  Benjamifi  Dickihfon  * 
.  John  Oulton 
.  Jofhua  W  ood 
.  William  Plague 
• 

.  John  Bowfer 
.  John  Dray  cup 
.  John  Walton 

\  * 

.  John  Parker 


N.  B  Among  the  churches  in  Yorkshire,  Cornjhaw 
nd  Keldwick  were  mentioned  in  No.  I.  of  the  hi  ft  edition 
,f  the  Regiftei  ;  different  letters  having  pointed  out  the 
;rror>_  in  this  edition  they  are  cancelled.  Editor. 

*  v 

*  This  church  and  pallor  were  unintentionally  omitted  in  the  full 
idition  of  the  Regiiler. 
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A  LIST 

OF 

THE  PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 

IN  WALES. 

1790. 


CHURCHES.  COUNTIES. 


^BERDUAR 

Carmarthen 

V 

Aberyllwyth 

Cardigan 

Beaumaris 

Anglelea 

Bethelda 

Monmouth 

Blaenau 

Ditto 

Bontnewydd 

Denbigh 

Bryn  Salem 

Glamorgan 

Builth 

Brecknock 

Caerleon 

Monmouth 

Capel-y-ffm 

Brecknock 

t 

Carmarthen 

Carmarthen 

in  £) ark-gate 
Carmarthen 

Ditto 

in  Priory-Jlreet ' 

.  \ 

Cil-fowyr 

Pembroke 

Craig,  inNewcaftle 

Carmarthen 

Dolau  * 

Radnor 

Ebenezer 

Pembroke 

Ebenezer 

1 

Anglelea 

Engine 

Glamorgan 

*  David  Evany  rthe  pallor  of  the  church 
laborious  minifter,  is  lately  dead, 

.  ■  '  /  '  '  - 


MINISTERS. 

Zachary  Thomas,  pa# 
David  Saunders,  ditto 
David  Davis,  ditto 
T  imothy  Thomas,cLo. 

Richard  Michael*  do. 
John  Hier,  ditto 
Edmund  W atkins,  do. 
Evan  Henry,  ditto 
Thomas  Mofes,  ditto 
Jenkin  Davis,  ditto 

William  Jones,  ditto 
Thomas  Evans,  ditto 
Jolhua  Andrews,  ditto 
George  W  atkins,  ditto 
David  Evan,  ditto 
Owen  Rees,  affillant 
Stephen  Davis,  pallor 
Nat.  Williams,  afiifE 
Daniel  Davis,  ditto 
David  Evan,  pallor 
David  Rees,  ditto 
John  Rees,  ditto 
David  Jones,  ditto 
John  Richards,  do. 
James  Griffith 
W.  Williams,  pallor 
Thomas  Harry,  ditto 
Lewis  Eyan,  a  helper 


at  Bobu,  a  molt  faithful 
B.  Francis. 


1 
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CHURCHES, 

Glyn 

Hengoed 

O 


Horeb 

Llanbedr-ar-ry-fro 
Llanelli 
L  bandy  faen 
LI  an  fach  ret?h 
Llangloffan 


Llanwenarth 

Maes-y-berllan 

Merthyr  Tydfil 
Molefton 


Neath 

Nevin 

Nottage 

Pant-teg 

Pentref 

Pen-y-fai 

Pontypool 

Ramoth 

Rhydwilim 

Salem 

Salem 

Swanfea 

Swanfea,  Back-lane 
Trofnant 
Twyn-Gwyn 
Ufk 

Wrexham 
Y  flrad-dafodog 


COUNTIES. 

Denbigh 

Glamorgan 


MINISTERS. 


,  / 


Carnarvon 

Glamorgan 

Carmarthen 

Ditto 

Anglefea 

Pembroke 


Monmouth 

Brecknock 

Glamorgan 

Pembroke 


Edward  Jones,  helper 
Lewis  James,  pallor 
Watkin  Edwards,  do. 
William  Harry,  ditto 


Morgan  Rees,  ditto  ' 
Morris  Jones,  ditto 

John  Williams,  ditto 
David  Lewis,  ditto 
H  enry  Davis,  ditto 
Thomas  Lewis,  ditto 
Caleb  Harris,  ditto 
David  Evans,  ditto 
Charles  Morgan 
Edward  Evan,  pallor 
Benjamin  Davis,  do. 
Stephen  Arley 
Daniel  Davis 


Glamorgan 

Carnarvon 

Glamorgan 

Carmarthen 

Radnor 

Glamorgan 

Monmouth 

Merioneth 

Carmarthen 

Ditto 

Denbigh 

Glamorgan 

Ditto 

Monmouth 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Denbigh 

Glamorgan 


Chriftmas  Evans 
Hugh  Evans 
David  Powell,  ditto 
John  David 
John  Evans,  ditto 
Morgan  Evans,  ditto 
Jonathan  Francis,  do. 
Morgan  Rees,  ditto 
John  Jones 
George  Rees,  ditto 
Benjamin  Philips,  co. 
John  Evans,  ditto 
Benjamin  Morgan,  do 

Miles  Edwards,  ditto 

Edmund  Watkins  * 
Jofeph  Jefikins,  ditto 


*  Mr.  Edmund  Watkins  is  properly  mentioned  in  this  lift,  as  paftor  of 
the  church  at  Blaenau,  from  which,  it  feems,  he  was  never  difmifted  ;  but 
being  providentially  fituated  at  a  diftance;  he  ads  as  paftor  at  Uik. 

"  "  ~  Editor. 
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There  is  one  General  Baptijt  church  in  Wales ,  and  but 
we,  viz.  Craig-fargod,  Glamorgan.  This  church  is  of 

'about  forty  years  Handing;  it  went  oft* from  Hengoed. - 

Mr.  Jacob  Ifaac  was  the  pallor  of  it,  but  he  is  removed 
to  Morton-hampllead,  Devon. 

The  number  of  pallors  and  miniflers  which  forrie  of  the 
Wellh  churches  have,  will  appear  very  extraordinary  to 
an  Englifh  reader,  till  he  is  informed,  that  fome  of  them 
confillof  feveral  branches,  which  meet  at  the  fame  time, 
but  in  different  places  of  worfhip  :  thus,  Aberduar  church 
has  four  pallors,  and  four  meeting  houfes  where  preaching 
and  the  ordinances  are  adminiflered  regularly.  In  molt 
of  the  old  churches  that  appear  in  the  Wellh  lift,  there 
are  two,  three ,  four ,  and  five  meeting  hcufes,  in  the  con-  . 
nexion  as  branches,  and  where  public  worlhip  is  carried 
on  as  regular ly  as  at  the  mother-church. 

The  two  churches  in  the  town  of  Carmarthen  have  lix 
meeting-kou fes  belonging  to  them.  Pant-teg  hath  a  branch 
ol  it  at  Llandyjfyl ,  in  the  fame  county,  with  a  good  meet¬ 
ing  boufe.  Graig  has  another,  at  a  place  called  Llwyn - 
david,  in  Cardiganshire.  Cilfowyr  hath  three  meeting 
houfes  befides  the  mother-church,  and  a  moiety  in  a  good 
houfe  built  at  Neivport  in  Pembrokefhire.  Ebenezer  has 
a  much  larger  and  more  commodious  houfe  at  Cardigan , 
with  regular  fervice.  Langloffan  hath  two  other  houfes* 
and^a  moiety  in  the  one  at  Newport.  Rhydwilim  is  alfo 
poffeffed  of  two  other  very  good  houfes.  Molejhn  church 
has  lately  eredled  an  excellent  houfe  at  Haverford-We/l 
and  there  is  a  profpedl  of  extending  the  intereft  in  that 
neighbourhood.  The  fame  obfervations  may  be  made  of 
other  churches  ; — and  this  accounts  for  the  neceflitv  of 
having  a  number  of  minifters  in  the  fame  church, ' 
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THE  ASSOCIATION  ; 


A  POEM. 


MOST  RESPECTFULLY  ADDRESSED 


TO 


THE  MEMBERS  OF  EACH  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION. 


BY  BENJAMIN  FRANCIS,  A.  M. 


NrOT  the  vain  tribe,  aflembled  at  the  ball, 

Or  glittering  late,  like  glow-worms,  at  Vaux-hall, 
Or  flaring  wild  around  the  frantic  ftage, 

At  mimic  forms  of  mimic  love  and  rage, 

Eagerly  Feeding  on  infected  wind, 

And  madly  ftarving  the  immortal  mind, — 

Nor  the  grave  l'ynod,  grave  in  garb  I  mean, 

Where  lords  of  confcience,  and  her  rights  convene, 
Where  fuperftition  fandtifies  old  creeds, 

And  prieftcraft  triumphs  in  oppreflive  deeds ; — 

Nor  the  grand  fenate  of  the  Britilh  realm, 

That  aids  the  hand  ordain’d  to  guide  the  helm, 

Where  eloquence  difplays  her  pow’rful  charms 
To  Iheathe  the  fword,  or  roufe  the  world  to  arms, — 
Nor  courts,  nor  camps, — attract  my  peaceful  eyes, 

Far  dearer  fights  the  lober  mufe  delcries, 

Men  view’d  by  angels  with  exulting  joy, 

As  form’d  to  lhare  their  pleafures  and  employ; 

Lights  of  the  world,  illum’d  by  grace  divine, 

In  virtue  firft,  in  glory  next  to  fhine. 

Thee,  blefs’d  aflembly  !  emblem  of  the  throng 
That  praife  the  Lamb  in  one  harmonious  long 
On  Zion’s  hills  where  joys  celeftial  flow, 

The  countlefs  throng  redeem’d  from  fin  and  woe; 

Thee,  blefs’d  aflembly,  have  I  oft  furvey’d, 

With  fweet  complacence,  charmingly  array’d 
In  robes  of  truth,  of  fantftity  and  love, 

Refembling  faints  and  feraphim  above. 

No  worldly  motive,  and  no  bafe  deflgn 
But  love  of  truth  and  purity  divine, 

With  pious  zeal  for  the  Redeemer’s  caufe, 

That  firft  conven’d  thee  and  ordain’d  thy  laws, 
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While  Cbriftian  friendftiip  join’d  her  aid  apace, 

To  give  thee  ftrength,  inability,  and  grace. 

As  ’mi did  injurious  thorns,  uninjur’d  grows 
The  fpotiefs  lily,  or  the  fragrant  rofe ; 

So  haft  thou  flood,  and  rear’d  thy  beauteous  head. 
Where  noxious  errors  their  thick  branches  fpread. 
Where  fuperftition  ftrikes  her  baneful  root, 

And  vice, produces  her  pernicious  fruit: 

Nor  error,  vice,  nor  fuperftition  dare 
With  thee  afi’emble,  or  thy  counfc.ls  hi  are ; 

The  facred  page  thy  only  rule  and  guide, 
u  Thus  faith  the  Lord,”  fhall  thy  debates  decide  ; 
While  charity  wide  fpreads  her  balmy  wings 
O’er  different  notions,  in  indifferent  things, 

And  graceful  order,  walking  hand  in  hand 
With  cheerful  freedom,  leads  her  willing  band. 

Thy  bond  of  union,  truth,  and  love  divine; 

Immortal  honors,  wealth,  and  pleafure,  thine  : 

One  common  intereft,  infer  eft  of  the  foul, 

The  good  of  all,  in  thee  diredfs  the  whole. 

Art  thou  a  hoft  ?  Y es ;  and  thy  leader  He 
Who  vanquifh’d  death  on  bloody  Calvary, 

Who  crufh’d  beneath  his  flaming  chariot-wheel, 

Th’  infernal  feipent  that  had  bruis’d  his  heel. 

Then  rode  triumphant  in  his  fhining  car, 

Into  the  realms  of  deathlefs  glory  far, 

Where  he  beftows  with  ever-bounteous  hands. 
Immortal  crowns  on  his  victorious  bands, 

And  thence  fupplies  his  valiant  troops  below 
With  heavenly  arms  to  foil  each  hellifh  foe. 

The  war  thou  waged:  is  a  war  within, 

A  war  with  Satan,  herefy  and  fin : 

Thine  the  red  banner  or  the  bleeding  crofs. 
Excelling  gold,  as  gold  excels  the  drofs: 

The  mighty  weapons  of  thy  warfare  fhow 
A  heaven-wrougkt  temper,  that  defies  the  foe. 
Arms  to  demolifh  the  ftrong  holds  of  hell, 

And  from  the  heart  each  tyrant  vice  expel; 

No  bloody  fword,  no  human  force  or  (kill, 
Employ’d  to  plunder,  captivate,  and  kill : 

Sword  of  the  Spirit  arms  thee  for  the  field, 

Thy  breaft-plate  truth,  undaunted  faith  thy  fhield 
Thy  helmet  hope,  falvation  thine  attire, 

Love  of  thy  Lord  thy  courage  and  thy  fire  ; 

Fair  righteoufnefs  girds  and  adorns  thee  round. 

And  peace  the  trumpet  thy  fwift  heralds  found; 
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Thefeare  the  arms  with  which  thy  hands  expel 
The  troops  of  Satan,  and  the  force  of  hell. 

Grim  fuperftition,  prieftcraft,  error,  fin. 

And  o’er  the  world  a  fpredding  victory  win. 

As  the  glad  tribes  through  Judah’s  happy  land 
In  Zion  met,  at  the  Divine  command. 

With  facred  joy,  on  ftated  folemn  days,  r 

To  pay  Jehovah  their  united  praife  ; 

So,  yearly,  meet,  from  parts  remote,  in  Thee, 

When  fummer  Indies  on  every  herb  and  tree, 

Th’  aflociate  brethren,  pallors,  deacons,  friends. 

And  the  full  crowd  that  in  thy  train  attends  : 

What  pleafure  fprings  in  each  fraternal  bread:, 
Glowing  with  love,  careffing,  and  cared  ! 

How  blefs’d  the  throng,  how  beautiful  the  fight, 

Where  each  infpires,  and  each  receives  delight  ! 

Where  grace  and  nature  fired  their  blended  rays, 

To  warm  devotion,  and  enliven  praife  ! 

Weft  of  Sabrina ,*  oft  mine  eyes  have  feen 
Thy  fons  aflembled  on  the  fpacious  green, 

.  ’Midft  folemn  hills  that  echo  back  the  fong, 

And  feem  to  liften  to  the  preacher’s  tongue. 

America,  where  native  freedom  reigns, 

Views  thee  conven’d  through  her  extend ve  plains, 
Diffufng  light,  and  peace,  and  joy  around 
The  various  States  that  know  the  Gofpel  found. 

In  thee,  benignant  fupplication  leads 
The  facred  fervice,  and  with  ardor  pleads 
Before  the  throne,  whence  grace  and  glory  How, 

For  the  wide  world  involv’d  in  guilt  and  woe. 

In  thee,  thankfgiving,  from  a  thoufand  tongu£3, 

To  heaven  afcends  in  evangelic  fongs, 

While  love  and  joy  in  every  bofom  glow, 

And  form  a  tranfient  paradife  below. 

In  thee,  are  read  epiftics  richly  fraught 
With  truths  fublime,  in  facred  Scripture  taught, 

And  various  tidings  of  the  churches’  date. 

That  prompt  our  grief,  or  pious  joy  create  ; 

One  letter  mourns  the  faithful  paftor  dead, — 

Or  names  difown’d — or  love  and  concord  fed; 

.  Another,  in  a  thankful  drain,  declares 
How  Ifrael’s  Shepherd  for  his  Ifrael  cares, 

How  Jefus’  ftieep  dill  multiply  and  thrive, 

And  how  the  ftray’d  fafe  in  the  fold  arrive. 

\  \ 

*  The  river  Severn,  which  divide*  England  and  Wale*. 
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In  thee,  the  heralds  of  falvation  found 
The  trump  of  grace,  diffufing  joy  around . 

Celeftial  fire  flames  on  the  preacher’s  tongue, 

Illumes  and  warms  the  wide  attentive  throng: 

The  frozen  heart  diffolves  in  pious  grief, 

The  contrite  mind  receives  divine  relief. 

In  thee,  the  guardians  of  the  churches’  weal, 

Whofe  bofoms  glow  with  unabating  zeal, 

With  balmy  counfel  their  diforders  heal, 

And  truth  and  love  and  purity  promote 
Among  the  Iheep,  Immanuel’s  blood  has  bought. 

In  thee,  impartial  difcipline  maintains 
Harmonious  order,  but  aloud  difclaims 
All  human  force  to  rule  the  human  mind, 

Impofe  opinions,  and  the  confcience  bind. 

In  thee,  endearing  fellowfhip  imparts 
Her  facred  pleafures  to  congenial  hearts; 

A  fellqwfhip  refembling  that  above, 

Where  all  is  joy,  perfection,  praife,  and  love. 

From  thee,  as  once  from  hallowed  Zion  flow’d. 

In  cryftal  ftreams,  celeftial  light  abroad, 

Proceed  collected  rays  of  truths  divine. 

Which  in  the  page  of  infpiration  fhine, 

To  guide  our  feet,  and  cheer  our  drooping  minds, 
’Midft  ills  of  mental  and  corporeal  kinds. 

May  thine  epiftles,  like  their  facred  fource, 

Bid  deferts  fmile,  thro’  their  extenfive  courfe. 

Bid  virtue  flourifti  where  profanenefs  grows, 

And  fair  religion  bloflbm  like  the  rofe. 

O  bleft  afl’embly  !  form’d  to  deal  around 
The  balm  of  truth,  to  heal  the  mortal  wound  ;N 
Conven’d  to  fan  the  flame  of  zeal  divine, 

And  the  foft  bands  of  facred  love  intwine  : 

Long  haft  thou  ftrove,  nor  haft  thou  ftrove  in  vain, 
Toftrengthen  Zion,  and  her  peace  maintain  ; 

Thy  watchful  eye  has  oft  defcried  the  foe, 

Thy  valiant  arm  has  oft  repell’d  the  blow  : 

Heaven  crown  thy  labour,  aid  thy  willing  hand, 
And  bid  thee  Ihine  the  glory  of  the  land  ! 

Where -e’er  them  meeteft  to  the  end  of  time, 

In  fair  Britannia,  or  fome  foreign  clime, 

Still  may’ft  thou  meet,  blefs’d  with  abundant  gracej 
Beneath  the  fmiles  of  thy  Redeemer’s  face, 

And  join,  at  length,  the  ranfom’d  hoft  above, 

In  the  full  vifion  of  the  God  of  Love  ! 


THE 

YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  LETTER* 

ON  CHRISTIAN  EXPERIENCE . 

THE  MINISTERS  of  the  Denomination  of  Particular  Baptifts* 
Met  in  Afbciation  at  Manchefter ,  in  Lajuajhire, 

May  24  &  25,  1790, 

To  the  ieveral  Churches  they  reprefent  $ 

IVIeeting  at  Leeds ,  Gilder  fame,  Raw  den,  Halifax,  Salendine- 
nook ,  Hebden  Bridge,  IV air f gate,  Rochdale,  Bacup,  Clough- 
fold,  Ackrington,  Blackburn,  Prejlon,  Colne,  Barnoldfivick, 
Cowling-Hill,  and  Sutton,  fend  Chriftian  Salutation. 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren  : 

THE  fubjedt  of  our  laft  annual  letter  was  the  nature 
and  order  of  a  Gofpel  Church,  and  we  are  now 
requefted  to  treat  of  Chrijlian  Experience.  You  need  not 
be  informed  that  converfation  and  writing  have  fometimes 
been  rendered  dark  and  confufed,  for  want  of  due  care  in 
fixing  the  fenfe  of  the  terms  made  ufe  of  to  exprefs  the 
principal  fubjedt  of  difcourfe.  We  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  this  has  frequently  been  the  cafe,  when  Chriftian 
Experience  has  been  the  topic  under  confideration.  There 
are  fome  who  ufe  the  term  in  fo  loofe  and  indiftindt  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  render  it,  to  us  at  leaft,  fcarcely  intelligible  > 
and  others,  who  affix  to  it  fuch  ideas  as  in  our  apprehen- 
fion  are  undeferving  the  name.  To  juftiiy  this  remark, 
it  needs  only  to  be  obferved,  that  perfoils  of  warm  paffions 
and  of  an  enthufiaftic  turn  of  mind,  fometimes  fancy 
themfelves  to  be  experienced  Chriftians,  becaufe  they 
imagine  they  haveheard  uncommon  voices,  feen  extraordi¬ 
nary  vifions,  or  felt  fomefupernatural  impulfes;  or,  perhaps, 
becaufe  their  animal  fpirits  have  been  Unulually  moved  by 
the  pathetic  addrefs  of  a  preacher,  or  by  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  fome  fcripture  has  occurred  to  their 
niemories. 

Some  pious  men,  by  the  incautious  maner  in  which 
they  have  exprefled  themfelves  on  this  head,  have  given 
the  enemies  of  religion  a  fair  Opportunity  for  ridicule,  and 
have  expofed  its  profeiTors  in  general  to  the  contemptuous 
(beers  of  the  profligate.  To  account  for  this,  we  may 

*  perhaps 
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perhaps  venture  to  affirm,  that  though  this  fubjetft  may 
be  apparently  eafy  of  comprehenfion,  yet,  to  attain  a  dill. 
tin6l  idea  of  it,  is  attended  with  confiderable  difficulty. 
If  our  prefent  attempt  fhould  tend,  in  any  meafure,  to 
remove  this  difficulty,  and  you  thereby  become  wifer  and 
better,  we  fhall  think  ourfelves  amply  compenfated,  and, 
we  hope,  {hall  mod:  cheerfully  give  to  God  the  glory. 
Our  defign  is  to  point  out  to  you  the  nature  of  Chriftian 
Experience  ;  the  means  of  improving  in  it  ;  and  the  ad - 
vantages  -refulting  from  it  ;  that,  feeing  its  excellency, 
you  may  be  induced  to  feek  after  the  attainment  of  it.  But 
as  all  human  efforts  are  in  themfelves  ineffectual,  it  is 
hoped,  brethren,  that  you  will  fincerely  unite  with  us 
in  beleeching  him,  on  whom  all  fuccefs  depends,  to  add 
his  bleffing,  not  only  to  this,  but  to  every  other  attempt 
to  extend  his  fpiritual  kingdom  among  men. 

Experience,  in  its  general  acceptation,  means  know¬ 
ledge  obtained  by  practical  proof ;  and  it  may  be  various  - 
as  the  kinds  of  knowledge  capable  of  being  obtained  by 
experiment, 

Chriftian  Experience  is  that  religious  knowledge* 
which  a  Chriftian  acquires  by  any  exercifes,  enjoyments, 
or  fufferings,  either  of  body  or  mind. 

Knowledge  confifting  in  a  train  of  thoughts  formed 
folely  by  the  efforts  of  reafon,  is  called  fpeculation  ;  fo  far 
as  this  is  corrected  and  confirmed  by  experiment  or  prac^ 
tical  proof,  it  is  experience. 

The  defign  of  religion  is  not  fimply  to  furnifli  the  un¬ 
der  ft  and  in  gs  of  men  with  a  regular  fyftem  of  truth  ;  but 
alfo  thereby  to  affeCt  the  heart,  and  guide  the  life  ;  hence 
the  objects  which  it  exhibits,  are  furprifmgly  grand  and 
important.  Its  great  Author  has  manifefted  to  us  his 
being,  perfeCIions,  and  works  of  creation,  providence, 
and  grace.  The  original,  prefent,  and  future  eftate  of 
man,  is  alfo  clearly  and  fully  revealed  ,  and  nothing  but 
the  moft  wilful  inattention  can  prevent  us  from  perceiving 
the  neceffity,  the  nature,  tht  author,  the  means  and  the 
end  of  falvation. 

*  It  may  be  thought  that  Chriftian  Experience  confifts  in  di/cerntng  or 
fating  the  influences  of  various  obje&s  upon  the  mind  ;  but,  perhaps,  upon 
clofer  inquiry*,  it  will  be  found  to  conftft  rather  in  the  knowledge  we  obtain  by 
thofe  fenfations.  At  leaft,  Experience  can  be  no  way  ferriccable  to  us, 
but  as  it  confifts  in  knowledge. — It  is  the  knowledge  of  what  we  have  buf¬ 
fered)  that  induces  us  to  avoid  like  occafions  of  buffering  in  future. 
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To  preferve  us  from  being  heedlefsly  entangled  in  the 
deftruH  ive  fnares  of  fin  and  Satan,  they  are  carefully  and 
explicitly  pointed  out  to  us.  And  left  the  objeHs  of  this 
world,  by  being  perpetually  before  our  eyes,  and  courting 
our  fenfes,  fhould  gain  too  great  an  influence  over  our 
hearts,  we  are  fufliciently  warned  of  their  vanity,  of  the 
approach  of  death,  and  of  the  awful  folemnities,  and  dread¬ 
ful  or  pleafmg  conferences  of  judgment  to  come. 

The  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  things,  not  only  exhibits 
before  men. avail:  variety  of  wonderful  aad.  affeHing  objects 
but,  by  his  Spirit,  he  fecretly,  yet  certainly  and  powerfully 
opens  for  them  a  way  ofaccefs  to  the  hearts  of  his  people ; 
fo  that,  they  feel  their  influence,  and  are  thereby  deeply 
and  laftingly  affecfted.  Hence  they  become  the  fubjedls 
of  repentance,  love,  joy,  peace,  long-fufFering,  gentle- 
nefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs  and  temperance,  with 
whatever  elfe  tends  to  diftinguifh  and  ornament  the 
Chriffian  on  earth,  or  prepare  him  for  glory  in  Heaven. 
Quickened  by  the  Spirit,  they  think  upon  their  ways, 
and  turn  their  feet  to  the  teftimonies  of  God,  They  turn 
from  the  deftrudtive  road  of  fin  and  death,  and  dependently, 
but  firmly  arid  refolutely,  fet  their  faces  Zionwards.  The 
frowns,  the  fneers,  and  the  fmiles  of  the  world,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  allurements  and  bufferings  of  fin  and  Satan, 
are  incapable  finally  to  divert  their  heaven-diredted  feet 
from  the  paths  of  virtue  and  glory. 

The  Chriftian,  though  through  grce  fixed  .  and  fteady 
in  his  purpofe,  meets  for  the  prefent  with  a  vaft  variety 
of  things  which  give  to  hope  and  to  fear  an  alternate 
dominion  over  him ;  and  nothing,  perhaps,  occafions  fuch 
a  fludtuation  in  his  joy  and  grief,  as  the  various  difpenfa- 
tions  of  Providence  towards  him.  God,  for  wife  purpofes, 
fometimes  hides  himfelf,  and  makes  darknefs  his  pavilion 
round  about  him.  The  Chriflian’s  providential  day  is 
fometimes  clear  and  fometimes  cloudy  ;  now  he  is  made 
to  poffefs  moments  of  joy,  and  now  months  of  vanity  : 
at  one  time  his  countenance  is  brightened  by  hppe,  at 
another  dejedled  by  fear.  .  ' 

In  all  this  variety  of  enjoyment,  fuffering  and  exercife, 
both  of  body  and  mind,  the  judicious  Chriftian  collects 
a  ftock  of  very  ufeful  and  important  knowledge  ;  and  this 
is  it  which  we  call  Chriftian  Experience. — In  fpeculation 
a  man  difcerns ,  but  in  experience  he  feels  the  truth  ;  in 
fpeculation  he  becomes  acquainted  wi|h  the  word  of  righ- 
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teoufnefs,  but  in  experience  h t  feels  its  power,  he  fees  with, 
his  eyes,  he  looks  upon,  and  his  hands  handle  the  word  of 
life  $  in  fpeculation  he  prefumes ,  but  in  experience  he  tajies 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious. 

It  our  ideas  of  Experience  be  intelligible  and  juft,  you 
will  fee  a  propriety  in  liftening  to  the  means ,  by  which 
fo  invaluable  a  treafure  may  be  obtained  or  improved. 
Thefe  we  are  now  defigning  to  fet  before  you  ;  and  though 
we  believe  that  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  is  abfolutely 
heceftary  to  form  the  experienced  Chriftian,  yet  we  ven¬ 
ture  to  recommend  to  you  the  following  things,  as  means 
properly  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  this  end. 

1.  Engage  yourfelves  ferioufly  in  the  fervice  of  God. 
Do  not  content  yourfelves  with  a  partial  or  trifling  fervice ; 
hut  be  concerned  to  underftand,  efteem,  and  pradtife 
whatfoeVer  God  hath  commanded  you.  Reckon  that  the 
time  paft  of  your  lives  may  even  more  than  fufEce  you  to 
have  either  openly  oppofed  or  partially  ferved  him.  Aim, 
like  the  blefled  apoftle,  at  calling  down  imaginations  and 
every,  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  You  cannot  reafonably  hope 
to  acquire  Chriftian  Experience,  till  you  begin  to  be 
Chriftians. 

The  philofopher,  the  politician,  the  foldier,  and  the 
Chriftian,  begin  to  acquire  experience  when  they  begin 
to  pradlife  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  refpedlive  profef- 
fions.  So  long,  therefore,  as  you  refute  or  hefitate  to 
engage  yourfelves  in  the  Chriftian  warfare,  fo  long  you 
will  unavoidably  remain  deftitute  of  Chriftian  Experience. 

On  the  contrary,  when  you  begin  to  think  and  to  adt 
like  Chriftians ;  that  is,  when  you  become  fruitful  in 
every  fpecies  of  Chriftian  practice,  you  may  reafonably 
hope  to  become  rich  in  Chriftian  Experience.  When  you 
engage  yourfelves  to  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus,  you 
will  unavoidably  expofe  yourfelves  to  pexfecution,  and 
become  fubjedt  to  tribulation  :  tribulation  will  work  pati¬ 
ence,  and  patience  experience,  which  is  the  objedt.  we 
fuppofe  you  felicitous  to  obtain, 

2.  You  mu-ft  not  only  be  affi'Oe,  but  attentive ,  if  you  are 
deiirous  to  become  Experienced  Chriftians.  Experience 
is  the  fruit  of  thought  and  patient  obfervation  :  whoever 
therefore  -would  attain  it,  muft  have  his  eyes  open,  his 
attention  awake.  A  foldier  may  havef  teen  and  taken 
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£art  in  much  addual  fervice  ;  he  may  have  (hared  with 
others  in  danger  and  deliverance ;  but  becaufe  he  has  not 
carefully  obferved  the  fteps  in  which  he  was  led  on  and 
dxpofed  to  peril,  nor  duly-attended  to  the  means  of  his 
deliverance,  he  ftill  remains  deftitute  of  experience  ;  and 
fo  incapable,  notwithftanding  his  praddice,  either  to  ad- 
vife  others,  or  condudd  himfelfwhen  fimilar  circumftances 
may  in  future  occur.  A  foldier  determined  to  acquire 
(kill  in  his  profeffioni  carefully  notices,  not  only  the 
events  which  occur,  but  alfo  the  caufes  which  produced, 
and  the  eftedds  which  follow  them. 

He  marks  the  road  by  which  he  has  been  condudded  to 
defeat,  or  to  viddory,  with  fuch  precifion,  that  he  cannot 
afterwards  eafny  miftake  it. — From  thefe  obfervations,  it 
follows,  that  the  oldeft  in  the  fervice  is  not  always  the 
moll  experienced  foldier  ;  and  by  a  fimilar  train  of  reafon- 
ing,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  fhew,  that  the  ©ldeft 
Chriftian  is  not  always,  or  necejjarily ,  the  mold  rich  in 
experience.  We  therefore  recommend  it  to  you,  brethren 
as  promotive  of  Chriftian  Experience,  to  obferve  carefully 
everything  that  pafles  in  your  minds — notice  your  thoughts 
your  defires,  your  conflidds,  your  elevations  and  depref- 
fions,  your  hopes,  fears  and  joys,  and  every  other  affeddion 
and  propenfton  of  the  mind  :  But  then  you  mu  ft  not  mark 
what  pafles  in  the  mind,  like  an  unconcerned  fpeddator ; 
rather,  like  an  addive  magiftrate,  you  muft  carefully 
enquire  into  the  reafon  of  every  thing  you  fee  there.  Are 
you  elevated  or  depreffed  to  an  uriufual  degree  ?  Be  foli- 
citous  to  know  the  reafon  of  it ;  and  if  on  feme  occaftons 
you  find  that  none  can  be  affigned,  either  of  the  one  or 
the  other,  this  will,  at  leaft,  afford  you  a  fair  opportu¬ 
nity  to  corredd  your  levity,  or  diffipate  your  melancholy. 
In  a  dreary  moment  you  will  adopt  the  Pfalmift’s  lan¬ 
guage,  and  fay  to  your  foul,  becaufe  of  its  qnreafonable 
difquietude,  u  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul  !  and 
\why  art  thou  difquieted  in  me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God,  for 
I  ftiall  yet  praife  him  for  the  help  of  his  countenance.” 

To  know  the  origin  of  the  different  affeddions  of  our 
minds,  and  to  mark  the  degree  to  which  they  are  carried, 
is  an  attainment  peculiarly  defirable  ;  becaufe  thereby  wo 
are  enabled  to  form  a  juft  eftimate  oi  our  charadder,  and 
fo  become  poffeffed  of  what  ought  to  be  the  purfuit  of  all  — 
an  experimental  acquaintance  with  ourfelves. 

If  you  are  folicitous  to  become  rich  in  experience,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  mark  the  workings  of  your  hearts  in 
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every  various  fituation  in  which  Providence  may  place 
you.  A  change  in  our  worldly  circumftances,  •ccupation, 
courfe  of  reading,  company,  and  treatment  from  men,  has 
a  powerful  influence  upon  the  mind,  and  feldom  fails,  if 
duly  attended  to,  to  furnifh  us  with  a  deep  inflight  into  our 
own  hearts. 

This  world  is  full  of  changes,  fome  pieafing,  and  many 
afflidlive,  but  all  highly  ufeful  to  the  obfervant  Chriftian  ; 
for  while  he  is  carefully  noticing  their  different  influences 
upon  his  own  mind,  he  is  largely  adding  to  his  flock  of 
Chrifliau  Experience. 

Confiderableadvantages  may  be  derived  from  comparing 
your  own  cafes  with  thofe  of  others,  and  efpecially  fuch 
as  are  recorded  in  the  word  of  God.  JBy  fo  doing,  you 
may  be  corrected  or  confirmed,  and  your  talent  for  obferv- 
atiori  confiderably  improved. 

3.  Your  experimental  acquifitions  mufl  be  retained 
in  your  memories. 

Let  a  man  colledl  wealth  in  ever  fo  great  abundance ; 
yet,  if  he  inflantly  fquander  it  about  him,  if  he  have  not 
a  notion  of  faving  as  well  as  of  getting,  we  may.  reft 
affured  he  will  never  become  rich. 

Whatever  knowledge  you  may  acquire,  if  you  are  not 
careful  to  keep  it  in  memory,  you  will  after  all  remain 
ignorant.  To  what  purpofe  is  it  that  you  once  fee  the 
truth,  if  you  inflantly  forget  it,  juft  as  a  man  beholdeth 
his  natural  face  in  a  glafs,  and  goeth  away,  and  forgetteth 
what  manner  of  man  he  was? 

You  will  become  experienced  Chriftians,  brethren, 
when  you  remember  all  the  way  which  the  Lord  your  God 
hath  led  you  thefe  many  years  in  the  wildarnefs,"  to  hum¬ 
ble  you  and  to  prove  you,  to  know  what  was  in  your 
hearts,  whether  you  would  keep  his  commandments  or  no; 
when  you  faithfully  record  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  your 
God  ;  when  you  remember  him  from  the  land  of  Jordan, 
and  of  the  Hermonites  from  the  hill  Mizar,  places  where 
God  has  blefled  and  comforted  you. 

'Fo  aid  your  recolledfion,  brethren,  frequently  tell 
over  your  inteiledlual  treafure ;  by  which  you  wil  render 
it  familiar,  and  fix  it  in  your  memories. 

If  you  would  do  it  with  prudence,  guarding  againft 
enthufiafm  and  pride,  we  would  recommend  it  to  you,  to 
cal!  round  about  you  thofe  that  fear  God ;  and  for  mutual 
edification,  tell  them  what  great  things  he  has  done  for 

you  5 


ON  CHRISTIAN  EXPERIENCE,  179O. 


you;  but  if  you  caff  your  pearls  before  fwine,  they  will 
turn  again,  and  rend  you. 

Laftly,  Improve  your  experiences.  A  man  who  aims 
at  becoming  rich,  is  not  only  afliduous  to  colledt  and  to 
keep,  but  alfo  to  augment  his  treafure.  He  does  not  wrap 
it  up  in  a  napkin,  but  puts  it  out  to  ufury ;  by  which 
means  his  wealth  is  daily  increafing. 

Follow  this  example  in  regard  to  your  experiences; 
fuller  them  not  to  lie  ufelefs,  but  employ  them  in  correct¬ 
ing  yourfelves,  or  in  communicating  wholefome  advice 
to  others.  By  what  you  know  of  the.  paft,  you  will 
anticipate  the  future,  and  fo  be  prepared  for  doing  dr 
fuffering  tht  will  of  your  Maker. 

It  will  be  all  in  vain,  that  you  endeavour  to  keep  in 
memory  the  things  that  you  have  leen  and  heard  and 
learned,  if  your  knowledge  be  not  applied  to  fome  prac¬ 
tical  Jpurpofe.  Ufe  your  experience,  therefore,  to  put 
you  upon  your  guard  in  an  hour  of  temptation ;  to  guide 
you  in  a  time  of  difficulty,  and  to  fortify  your  minds  under 
the  preflur.?  of  affliction ;  like  David,  recoiled  the  time 
and  place  where  God  has  blefled  you,  that  you  may  be 
induced  to  repofe  a  cheerful  confidence  in  him  for  the 
future.  As  far  as  in  you  lies,  let  your  attainments  be 
employed  for  the  advantage  of  others  ;  for  in  fo  doing  you 
will  find  yourfelves  amply  rewarded,  you  will  receive 
your  own  again  with  ufury. 

To  alleviate  your  toil,  and  excite  your  diligence,  we 
now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fruit  of  your 
labour.  Here,  brethren,  you  will  not  fpend  your  ftrength 
for  naught,  and  your  money  for  J:hat  which  is  not  bread  : 
for, 

1.  It  will  tend  to  improve  your  felfiknowledge,  and 
qualify  you  for  felf-government.  By  experience  you  will 
become  acquainted  with  your  own  frailties,  your  eafily 
befetting  fins,  and  will  anticipate  the  difficulties  you  have 
to  meet  in  any  fituation  in  which  you  may  be  hereafter 
providentially  placed,  and  confequently  you  will  be  ena^ 
bled  to  make  fuitable  provifion  a'gainft  them.  You  v/ill  - 
be  hereby  preferved  from  that  iaadvertence  and  temerity 
fo  common  to  inexperienced  minds  ;  you  will  think  more 
deliberately,  and  adl  more  cautioufly  ;  and,  of  courfe,  you 
will  be  fubjedt  to  fewer  difappointments  than  they.  By 
experience,  you  will  be  taught  to  preferve  a  happy  even- 
nefs  of  temper,  fo  that  trifles  will  be  incapable  of  moving 
you  from  your  ftedfaftnefs.  ~  * 
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You  will  bear  adverfity  with  patient  refignation  and 
prevailing  fortitude  ;  and  you  will  enjoy  profperity,  not 
with  unmanly  exultation,  but  with  humility  and  modera¬ 
tion.  In  adverfity,  you  will  not  fuddenly  fay,  u  God  hath 
forgotten  me  nor  in  profperity,  C£  My  mountain  Hands 
ffrong,  I  fhall  never  be  moved.” 

2.  Experience  will  teach  you  the  true  worth  of  religion. 
By  this  you  will  not  only  fee  its  glory,  but  feel  its  pow¬ 
erful  conffraining  influences*  Experience  will  convince 
you,  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  is  no  engine  of  Hate  ;  that 
the  gofpel  is  no  cunningly  devifed  fable,  but  a  fyftem  of 
truth  able  to  make  you  wife  to  falvation — a  merciful  dif- 
penfation  of  God  to  your  fouls,  by  which  your  eyes  have 
been  opened,  your  errors  corrected,  your  graces  formed 
and  flrengthened,  your  fears  diffipated,  and  your  comforts 
greatly  enlarged,  This  will  increafe  your  affection  to  it, 
and  render  you  more  and  more  delirous  to  live  under  its 
influences. 

3.  Experience  will  qualify  you  for  Angular  ufefulnefs  in 
the  church.  You  will  know  how  to  comfort  the  defpond- 
ing,  check  the  prefuming,  and  moderate  the  rafhnefs  of 
the  i  neon  fide  rate. 

It  will  teach  you  to  fympathwe  with  the  afflicted,  to 
guide  the  doubtful,  and  to  foften  and  appeafe  the  fpirits  of 
the  refentfyl.  Your  words  will  be  forcible,  becaufe  they 
will  be  right;  and  good,  becaufe,  they  will  be  fpoken  in 
feafon.  Your  lips  will  feed  many,  and  your  words  be 
like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  offilver. 

Laflly,  Experience  will  afford  you  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  your  intereff  in  thebleiflngs  of  redemption.  Your 
faith  and  love,  tried  in  fuch  a  variety  of  ways,  and  for  a 
length  of  time,  will  no  longer  remain  doubtful.  Your 
relationfhip  to  Chrift  will  be  inconteffibly  verified,  and 
your  hope  and  joy  abundant.  Thus,  the  trial  of  your 
faith  will  be  more  precious  than  gold,  though  it  be  tried 
in  the  fire  ;  and  in  the  final  iffue,  be  found  unto  praife, 
and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
To  be  rich  in  experience,  is  to  have  your  evidences  bright, 
your  hopes  firm,  and  your  end  certainly  glorious. 

Colled!  thefe  ideas.  Experience  teaches  you  to  know 
and  govern  yourfelves  ;  to  difeern  and  tafte  the  worth  of 
real  religion  ;  to  become  ufeful  to  your  brethren ;  and  to 
ascertain  your  own  intereff  in  the  bleffings  of  redemption 
and  falvation. 

We  fincerely  defire  that  the  force  of  thefe  arguments 
may  be  difcerned5  and  their  influence  felt  fo  much  as  to 
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make  you  more  folicitous  to  add  to  your  experimental 
treafure  ;  that  you,  being  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
your  Mailer’s  will  in  all  wifdom  and  fpiritual  understand¬ 
ing,  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleafing, 
being  fruitful  in  every  good  work,  and  increafing  in 
the  knowledge  of  God ;  {Lengthened  with  all  might 
according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and 
long-fuffering  with  joyfulnefs. 

Confcious,  however,  of  the  infufHciency  of  all  means, 
however  good  in  themfelves,  without  the  all-vivifying 
word  of  the  Almighty,  we  heartily  pray,  that  the  God 
of  Peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus, 
that  great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  through  the  blood  ot 
the  eve  Lading  covenant,  may  make  you  perfecl  in  every 
good  work  to  do  his  wll,  working  in  you  that  which  is 
well-pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


BREVIATES. 

Monday  24th  May,  met  at  two — -Brother  Littlewood  began 
the  meeting  by  prayer,  and  preached  from  Ecclef.  i.  2  Brother 
Fawcett,  from  Luke 'x.  42.  and  concluded  by  braver. 

Tuefday  morning  met  agaii;  at  fix — Brother  Wade  began  in 
prayer.  Brother  Afhworth  was  chofen  moderator.  The  letters, 
from  the  churches  were  read,  and  afterwards  the  general  letter,  by 
Brother  Littlewood.  Brother  Afhworth  cloied  the  fervice  in 


prayer. 

At  Ten  met  again — Brother  Langdon  prayed,.  and  preached 
from  Gal.  vi.  3.  Brother  Hirft,  from  2d  Cor.  xiii,  5.  Rev.  Mr. 
Bradberry  concluded  by  prayer. 

We  rejoice  in  being  able  to  fay,  that  many  have  teihfied  that 
the  feafon  was  both  pleafant  and  profitable  to  them. 

The  minifters  and  others  repreientatives  of  the  churches  after¬ 
wards  met  again ;  when  it  was  agreed,  that  Brother  Langdon  be 
defired  to  draw  up  the  circular  letter  for  next  year. 

That  the  minifters,  appointed  to  preach  at  the  annual  aiTociation 
be  left  to  chufe  their  own  fuhjects. 

That  the  churches  which  may  hereafter  requeft  for  the  a  five  lo¬ 
tion  to  be  holden  with  them,  he  deiired  to  nominate  in  theiv 
church  letter  what  minifters  they  wifSi  to  preach;  and  alio  in  epe 
of  their  failure,  whom  they  with  to  fup ply  their  places. 

That  every  church  be  requefeed  to  ipecify  in  their  annual  let¬ 
ters  the  number  of  circular  letters  they  wifh  to  have. 

That  the  next  aiTociation  be  holden  at  Salendine  Nook,  on  the 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  Whitfun  week,  as  ufual. 

N.  B.  All  the  aifociate  churches  are  requefted  to  fend  letters, 
and  alfo  to  mention  their  numbers,  their  increafe  and  decreafe,  at 
the  bottom  of  their  letters. 
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THE  NORTHAMPTON  LETTER, 

ON  CHRISTIAN  PATIENCE : 

* 

DESCRIBED  AND  RECOMMENDED  IN 

A  CIRCULAR  LETTER 

FROM 

THE  BAPTIST  MINISTERS  AND  MESSENGERS 
AJfembled  at  Olney,  June  I,  2,  3,  1790, 

Maintaining  the  important  Doctrines  of— Three  equal  perfons  in 
the  Godhead — eternal  and  perfonal  eledtion — original  fin — 
particular  redemption — free  juftihcation  by  the  imputed 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift — efficacious  grace  in  regeneration — • 
the  final  perfeverance  of  real  believers — the  refurredtion  of  the 
dead — the  future  judgment — the  eternal  happinefs  of  the 

righteous,  and  everlafting  mifery  of  the  impenitent ;  with _ 

the  congregational  order  of  the  churches,  inviolably  : 

To  the  feveral  churches  they  reprefent,  or  have  received  letters 
from,  meeting  at  Codnor,  in  Derbyshire  y  Sutton- Afhfield  and 
Nottingham,  in  Nottinghamjhire  ;  Sheeps-head,  Leiceiler,  Sut- 
ton-in-the-Elms>  and  Arniby,  in  Leicejierjbire  ;  Oakham,  in 
Rutland  ;  Braunftone,  G  uilfborough,  Clipftone,  Gretton,  Ket¬ 
tering,  Walgrave,  Moulton,  Northampton,  and  Road,  in 
North amptonjhire  ;  Olney,  in  Bucking}: amjh ire  ;  Carlton  and 
Thorn,  in  Bedfordjhire  ;  St.  Alban’s,  in  Hertfordshire  /  Spal¬ 
ding,  in  Lincolnfhire  :  and  Soham,  in  Cambridgejbire  : 

Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and 
from  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

B domed  Brethren  : 

AVING  once  more  enjoyed  an  happy  interview 
with  each  other,  we  would  return  thanks  unto 
our  gracious  God  and  Father  for  the  fame  \  and  for  the 
pleaimg  intelligence  we  received  from  moft  of  the 
churches,  that  they  enjoy  peace  among  themlelves,  and 
continue  firmly  attached  to  the  truth,  which  wetruft  they 
are  alfo  concerned  to  adorn  by  a  uniform  and  exemplary 
conduct.  May  the  Lord  caufe  your  faith  to  grow  exceed¬ 
ingly,  and  your  love  to  abound  towards  each  other,  and 
towards  all  faints  and  grant  that  the  beauty  of  vital 
holinefs  may  fhine  forth  among  you,  and  that  you  may 
be  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
Chrift  Jefus  to  the  glory  of  God. 

We  cheerfully  embrace  this  returning  opportunity  of 
exprefling  by  our  annual  epiftle,  the  Chriftian  affedtion 
we  bear  towards  you,  and  our  hearty  defire  to  be  inftru- 
mejftjil  in  promoting  your  fpiritual  welfare,  We  rejoice* 

>  dear 
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dear  brethren,  for  the  grace  of  which  you  are  made  par¬ 
takers,  confidering  you  as  already  members  of  the  general 
affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born,  which  are  written 
in  heaven  ;  united  together  in  one  head,  Chrift  Jems  5 
bleffed  with  all  fpiritual  blefhngs  in  him  ;  redeemed  by 
liis  precious  blood  ;  made  partakers  of  a  high,  a  heavenly, 
and  a  holy  calling  ;  being  begotten,  again  unto  a  lively 
hope,  to  a  rich,  a  glorious  inheritance,  incorruptible  and 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved  in  heaven 
for  you  ;  and  all  flowing  freely  from  the  fovereign,  unde- 
ferved,  diftinguifhing,  eternal  and  unchangeable  love  of 
Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  How  great  then 
is  your  felicity,  how  exalted  your  dignity  !  This  honour 

have  all  his  faints _ But,  brethren,  when  we  confider 

that  you  are  not  yet  entered  into  your  Father’s  kingdom 
above,  but  are  travelling  through  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world,  in  which  you  are  liable  to  meet  with  many  temp¬ 
tations  and  afllidtions>  with  much  darknefs  and  many 
difcouragements  and  dangers,  and  to  feel  much  weaknefs 
and  many  diftrefling  and  perplexing  fears  ;  we  conclude 
that  you  have  need  of  much  inftrudtion,  exhortation, 
caution,  direction,  and  encouragement.  We  fmcereiy 
profefs,  that  we  do  not  v/ifh  to  exercifs  any  dominion 
over  your  faith  ;  but  we  would  fain  be  helpers  of  your  joy, 
by  imparting  to  you  fome  fpiritual  gift,  that  you  may  be 
edified  and  comforted. 

In  our  laft  annual  letter,  we  laid  before  you  fome 
thoughts  concerning  communion  with  God,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  fhould  be  maintained  and  carried  on  ; 
and  now,  brethren,  we  would  defire  your  attention  to  a 
few  things  relative  to  Chriftian  PATIENCE.  Patience 
is  a  heavenly  grace ;  it  cometh  from  above,  from  the 
Father  of  vights.  He  is,  therefore,  called  the  God  of 
Patience.  *  It  is  increafed  and  promoted  by  the  work  of 
Chrift,  which  he  calls  the  Word  of  his  Patiences  §  and 
by  the  aftiiclions  with  which  the  people  of. God  are  exer- 
cifed.  Tribulation,  or  the  trying  of  your  faith,  worketh 
patience,  f  It  is  an  eftential  part  of  reai  godlinefs,  with¬ 
out  which  a  perfon  cannot  be  a  complete  Chriilian. 
Hence,  that  exhortation  in  the  iff  of  James,  a  Let  pati¬ 
ence  have  her  perfedf  word,  that  ye  may  be  perfedl  and 
entire,  wanting  nothing.”  *  It  is  connected  with  faith, 
hope,  love,  meeknefs,  obedience,  and  comfort. §  From 
whence  it  appears  to  be  of  great  utility  and  importance  in 
the  Chriftian  life. 

*  Comp.  Rom.  xv.  5.  with  James  i.  17.  §  Rom,  iii.  io.  f  Rem.  v.  3, 

—  James  i.  3.  *  James  i.  4.  §  See  1  Th.  i.  3. —  1  Tim.  vi.  in— 

2  Pet.  i,  5,  6.— Luke  viii.  15.— Rom,  ii.  7.  viii.  25.  xv.  4. 
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Patience  confifts  in  bearing  affliction  without  murmur¬ 
ing — enduring  injuries  without  revenge — and  in  waiting 
for  fkfpended  favours  till  God  fees  meet  to  beftow  them. 
Tribulations  difturb  the  calm  of  life,  and  trouble  its 
waters ;  but  Patience  will  ftill  the  mind,  reftore  its  tran¬ 
quility,  and  preferve  it  in  order,  even  in  the  midft  of  the 
moft  diftreffing  circumftances.  It  is  the  oppofite  of  paffi- 
on.  It  is  that  by  which  we  hold  the  reins  of  our  fpirits, 
or  as  our  Lord  expreffes  it,  u  poflefs  our  foul.”  f 

We  muff  expert,  beloved,  in  the  prefent  world,  to 
endure  afflictions  from  the  hand  of  God.  At  fuch  times 
pafflon  would  murmur  and  rebel,  like  Jehoram,  who,  in 
the  time  of  famine,  Hew  in  the  face  of  God  himfelf,  fay¬ 
ing,  u  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord  ;  why  fhould  I  wait  for 
the  Lord  any  longer  ?”  J  But  Patience,  in  like  circum- 
flances,  Would  enable  us  to  fay,  with  the  Church  in  ad- 
verfity,  tc  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe 
I  have  finned  againft  him.”  J| — Pafflon  excited  a  better 
man  than  Jehoram  to  rebellion,  and  upon  a  much  lefs  try¬ 
ing  occafion.  Jonah,  in  this  temper  of  mind,  fretted 
and  fainted  at  the  lofs  of  a  gourd  ;  whereas  David,  in  the 
hxercife  of  Patience,  quietly  fubmitted,  if  God  fhould  fo 
order  it,  to  the  lofs  of  a  kingdom :  u  If  he  fay,  I  have 
no  delight  in  thee  :  behold,  here  am  I,”  faid  the  good  old 
king,  cc  let  him  do  to  me  as  feerneth  good  unto  him.”  f[ 

We  muft  lay  our  accounts  not  only  to  fuffer  affliction 
from  the  hand  of  God,  but  to  receive  injurious  treatment 
from  the  hands  of  men.  None  are  exempted  from  this, 
if  they  live  long  in  the  world  3  and  Chriffians  may  expect 
an  additional  fhare  of  it,  on  account  of  their  attachment 
to  that  which  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  world.  In 
thefe  cafes  pafflon  would  feek  immediate  revenge,  like 
Peter,  when  he  drew  his  fword  and  cut  off  the  car  of  Mai, 
chus  :  but  the  language  of  Patience  is,  C£  Put  up  thy  fword 
into  its  place — Recornpence  to  no  man  evil  for  evil. — 
Avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  give  place  unto  wrath  :  for 
it  is  written,  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay,  faith 
the  Lord.”  * 

Once  more — We  muff  expeeff  to  wait  for  a  time,  ere 
'we  enjoy  thofe  good  things  on  which  our  hopes  and  de¬ 
fires  terminate.  u  It  is  good  that  a  man  fhould  both 
hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  Jehovah.”  God 
exercifed  the  patience  of  his  people  of  old  in  this  way. 


i 

f  Jbukesxi,  *9,  |  2  Kin.  vi.  33.  [[  Mic.  vii,  9. 

*  Rom.  xii.  17, 19. 


^  2  Sam.  xv.  26. 
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He  brought  them  out  of  Egypt  with  a  promife  of  reft  in 
Canaan  ;  but  he  led  them  about  for  forty  years  ere  it  was 
itccompliihed.  He  gave  his  Church  the  promife  of  his 
Son  the  Meftiah  ;  but  one  generation  muft  pafs  away  after 
another  for  four  thoufand  years  ere  he  comes,  and  all  this 
to  exercife  their  faith  and  patience. — God  ftill  tries  our 
Patience  in  a  fnhilar  way.  We  have  often  to  wait  long 
in  the  path  of  duty,  for  an  anfwer  of  prayer,  for  fucceis 
in  our  labours  for  God,  and  for  comfort  under  our  trouble. 

Many,  like  the  ftony-ground  hearers,  have  experienced, 
fome  kind  of  religious  change  ;  they  have  received  the 
word  with  joy,  and  expended  a  fucceftion  of  pieafures  to 
attend  them  through  lire,  and  then  to  be  taken' to  heaven: 
but  finding,  as  they  have  gone  forward,  temptations  and 
persecutions  in  their  way,  they  have  been  offended,  and 
io  have  turned  their  backs  upon  God  and  religion.  1  he 
oppofite  of  this,  brethren,  characterizes  the  true  Chiu-* 
tian.  His  life  is  to  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience  ; 
to  hold  out  to  the  end  ' with  patient  continuance  in 

well  doing,  to  feek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immortality  ; 
— not  to  taint  under  pretent  troubles,  but  to  wait  pati¬ 
ently  for  the  coming  ot  our  JLord  and  Saviour  Jeius 
Chrift,  who  will  reward  them  that  love  his  appearing, 
with  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 

u  Ye  have”  now,  brethren,  as  well  as  formerly,  u  need 
of  Patience,  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God,  ye 
may  receive  the  promife.”  u  Men,  for  the  moil  part, 
defire  fueh  a  ftate  wherein  they  may  have  as  little  need 
and  ufe  of  this  grace  as  poffibie.”  §  But  moft  who  went 
to  glory  from  this  world,  were  fuch  as  came  out  of  great 
tribulations;  and  we  have  no  warrant  to  conclude,  that 
all  hardfhips  and  difficulties  are  now  taken  out  of  the 
king’s  high  road  to  Zion.  Allow  us,  therefore,  to  offer 
a  few  things  to  your  confide  ration,  which  may  have  a 
tendency,  in  fuch  exerciies,  to  direct  and  excite  you  in 
patience  to  poflbfs  your  fouls. 

Firji ,  then,  Do  not  forget  to  look  up  to  God  for  the 
gracious  and  powerful  influence  of  his  Spirit,  to  fiibdue 
your  impatience,  to  ftrengthen  the  grace  of  patience  in 
your  hearts,  and  help  you  to  live  in  the  conftant  exercile 
of  it.  Remember  that  he  is  the  fountain  of  all  life,  grace, 
and  comfort ;  who  is  able  to  make  all  grace  to  abound 
towards  you  and  in  you,  and  to  do  exceedingly  abundantly 
above  all  that  you  can  afk  or  think,  according  to  the 

*  Luke  viii.  13,  15,  §  Owen  on  Hch.  x,  36. 

power 
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'  power  that  worketh  in  you  :  and"  he  hath  promifed  to 
give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  a  St  for  it.  * 

Secondly ,  We  would  have' you,  brethren,  to  remember 
and  well  confider  the  lovelinefs  of  Patience.  It  is  a  love-* 
ly  grace,  highly  approved  of,  and  greatly  commended  in 
the  Word  of  God.  Solomon  fays,  u  The  patient  in  fpG 
tit  is  better  than  the  proud  in  fpint.”  §  The  apoftle  Paul 
commended  the  Theffalonians  for  their  faith  and  patience, 
which  occafioned  him  to  glory  concerning  them  inthechur- 
chesofGod.  f  And  our  Lord  hitnlelf  exprefled  his  approba¬ 
tion^  this  grace,  in  the  epiftles  to  the  churches  at  Ephefus 
and  Philadelphia,  which  he  commifiioned  John  to  fend  in  his 
name.  J  Hereunto  all  faints  are  called  ;  tc  this  is  accept¬ 
able  with  God,”  as  a  main  branch  of  our  conformity  to 
his  will,  and  which  tends  greatly  to  his  honour  and 
glory.  ||  Now,  whatever  is  lovely  and  of  good  report, 
iliould  be  obferved,  fhould  be  thought  on,  fo  as  to  be 
pracliled.  But  there  is  nothing  commendable  or  praife- 
worthy  in  fretful,  uneafy,  impatient,  murmuring,  en¬ 
vious,  revengeful  difpofitio.n,  which  is  the  aired!  oppofite 
of  true  Chriftian  Patience;  and  is  an  exceeding  great  evil, 
which  God,  as  an  infinitely  Holy  Being,  cannot  but  dis¬ 
approve  of,  and  be  much  difpleafed  with,  and  therefore 
it  fhould  not  be  indulged  by  us.  — Do  not,  brethren,  mif- 
take  mere  political  prudence  for  real  patience.  After 
Saul  had  been  proclaimed  king,  the  children  of  Belial 
defpifed  him,  and  brought  him  no  prefents ;  but  he  held 
his  peace.  *  He  thought  it  prudent  fo  to  do  :  but  the 
hiftory  of  his  life  proves,  that  he  had  no  experimental 
acquaintance  with  the  grace  of  evangelical  patience. — 
Much  lefs  is  finical  apathy  or  ftupid  infenfibility  to  be 
accounted  Chriftian  Patience.  True  Patience  is  confift- 
ent  with  real  fenfibility  and  the  fineft  feelings,  being  a 
concomitant  of  that  charity  or  love  deferibed  by  the  apo- 
ffle  ;  §  which  fuffereth  long,  is  kind  ;  envieth  not ;  vaunt- 
eth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave  itfelf 
unfeemly,  feeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  eafily  provoked, 
thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth 
in  the  truth  ;  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things. 

Thirdly ,  Remember,  brethren,  that  you  are  to  be  “  fol¬ 
lowers  (imitators)  of  God, as  dear  children.”  u  As  he  who 
hath  called  you  is  holy,  fo  are  ye  required  to  be  holy  in 
all  manner  of  converfation  ;  and  to  be  perfect,  as  your 

*  Eph.  iii.  20.— Luke  xi.  13.  §  Eccl.  vii.  8.  f  1  Th.  i.  3,  and 
2  Th.  i.  4.  }  Rgv.  ii  3.  iii.  i®.  J[  j  Pet.  ii.  20,  21.  f  Ph.  iv,  S. 

*  1  Sam,  x.  27.  §  1  Cor,  xiii/4— -7. 
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Father  which  is  in  Heaven  is  perfect/’  f  But  God  is  the 
God  of  Patience,  the  exemplar  as  well  as  the  giver  of  it. 
You  cannot,  therefore,  be  complete  and  entire  followers 
of  God  without  patience.  Confider  what  patience,  Forbear¬ 
ance,  and  long-fuffering  he  hath  exercifed  towards  you.  He 
has  waited,  that  he  might  be  gracious  unto  you :  becaufe  his 
companions  fail  not,  therefore  you  are  not  confumed.  How 
has  he  borne  with  your  provocations,  healed  your  backHid- 
ings,  and  reftored  peace  and  comfort  to  your  fouls,  notwith- 
Handing  your  manifold  tranfgreffions  againft  him  !  Surely 
this  fhould  engage  you  to  be  patient  in  tribulation,  and 
patient  towards  all  men. 

Fourthly^  Confider  the  incarnate  Redeemer  as  a  pattern 
of  Patience.  When  he  affumed  our  nature,  and  palled 
through  the  fame  wildernefs  in  which  you  are  now  travel¬ 
ling,  he  had  every  pofEible  trial  of  patience. In  the  days  of 
his  humi  liation.  Patience  had  her  perfect  work.  44  And  here¬ 
in  he  hath  left  you  an  example  that  you  fhould  follow  his 
Reps.”*  §  H  is  fufferings  and  aftlicfions  were  unparalleled  ; 
but  his  Patience  was  invincible  under  all  manner  of  provo¬ 
cations  and  temptations.  He  bore  the  mold  acute  fenlations 
of  forrow,  with  the  greateff  humility,  meeknefs,  patience, 
and  calm  refignation  to  his  heavenly  Father,  without 
once  murmuring  or  repining.  He  met  the  vileft  reproaches 
and  the  moft  cruel  injuries  from  men,  without  any  ap* 
pearanceof  an  angry,  revengeful  difpofition  again#  his 
enemies.  In  his  greateft  fufferings  he  prayed  for  them, 
faying,  Father  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do.  Dear  Brethren,  u  let  this  mind  be  in  you  which 
was  in  Chrift  Jefus.”  f  He  invites  you  to  learn  of  him  j 
and  affigns  this  reafon  for  it,  44  I  am  rneek  and  lowly  in 
*  heart  declaring  for  your  encouragement,  that  44  you 
(hall  find  jreft  unto  your  fouls.  J 

Fifthly ,  Remember,  brethren,  you  are  not  to  be  floth- 
ful,  but  44  followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  pati¬ 
ence  inherit  the  promtles.”  §  44  Faith  and  patient  long- 

fuffering  are  the  only  way  whereby  profeilors  of  the 
Gofpel  may  attain  reft  with  God  in  the  accomphfhment 
of  the  'promifeP*  Confider  well  the  affiidlions,  tempta¬ 
tions  and  trials  of  the  moll  eminent  Saints  of  God  upon 
record  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  with  what  faith  and 
patience  they  endured  them.  Look  over  the  account 
given  of  many  in  the  i  rth  of  Hebrews.  Mofes  was  exer¬ 
cifed  with  many  and  great  difficulties,  burdened  with  many 

*  Eph,  v.  i. —i  Pet  i.  i,,  t6. — Matt,  v,  48.  §  t  Pet.  v.  21. 

f  Phil.  z.  5.  f  Mat,  x'u  29.  R  Heb.  vi  12. 
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grievous  trials ;  yet  he  endured  them  with  meeknels  and 
patience,  cc  as  feeing  hirn  that  is  invifible,  for  he  had 
reipedl  unto  the  recoinpence  of  reward.”*  Holy  Job 
met  with  great  Ioffes  and  accumulated  afflictions;  in  the 
mid  ft  of  which  he  could  fay,  u  Naked  came  1  out  of  my 
mother’s  womb,  and  naked  fhall  I  return  thither  ;  the 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  bleffed  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  §  David,  the  man  after  God’s 
own  heart,  compares  his  afflictions  and  diftrefles  to  being 
in  an  horrible  pit,  and  in  miry  clay  ;  in  which  ft  tu  at  ion  he 
neverthelefs  waited  patient! v  for  Jehovah,  who  heard 
and  delivered  him,  cc  let  his  feet  on  a  rock,  eftabliflied 
his  goings,  and  put  a  new  long  into  his  mouth,  even 
praife  unto  his  God.”  f  Jeremiah,  who  had  feen  affliction 
by  the  rod  of  God’s  wrath,  could  yet  atteft,  u  that  it  is 
good  that  2l  man  ftiouldboth  hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord.”j  The  prophet  Micah,  reprefent- 
ing  the  church  under  great  affiidtion  and  difcouragement, 
fays,  lc  Therefore  will  I  look  unto  the  Lord  ;  I  will  wait 
for  the  God  of  my  falvation.”  ||  The  prophet  Habakkuk 
expreftes  great  faith  and  patience  under  peculiarly  diff 
trefting  circumftances,  u  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not 
bloffom,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vine,  the  labour  of 
the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  field  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the 
Hocks  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no 
herd  in  the  ftalls  ;  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  Jehovah,  I  will 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation.  ^  The  Apoftles  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  other  primitive Chriftians,  endur¬ 
ed  a  great  fight  of  afflifflions,  and  took  joyfully  the  {poll¬ 
ing  of  their  goods,  knowing  in  themfelves  that  they  had 
in  Heaven  a  better  and  an  enduring  fubftance. — Ci  Where¬ 
fore,  brethren,  feeing  we  have  fo  many  bleffed  examples 
before  us,  a  Let  us  lay  aftde  every  weight,  and  the  fin 
which  doth  fo  ealily  befet  us,  and  run  with  PATIENCE 
the  race  that  is  let  before  us,  looking  unto  Jefus  the 
author  and  fmiftier  6f  faith  ;  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet 
before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  fhame,  and 
is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.”  * 
Sixthly  y -To  encourage  you  in  the  exercife  of  this  grace  of 
Patience,  let  us  remind  you  of  the  end  and dejign  of  God  in 
all  the  afftidtions  he fuffers  to  befal  his  children.  Confider  that 
he  doth  not  affiidl  willingly ,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men  ;  but 
he  doth  it  for  4ur  profit ,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his 
holinefs.  Akm,  indeed,  yio  chajlening for  the  prejenf feemeth  to  be 

*  LJeb.xi.  26,  27.  §  Job  L  li.  f  Pf.  xl.  1 — 3;  f  Lam.  iir.  26. 

'It  Mic.  vi2.  7.  i  Hab.iii.  17,  IS,  *  Hcb,  xu.  1,  2. 
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joyous^  but  grievous  :  jzeverthelefs ,  afterward ,  it  yieldeth  the 
peaceable  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  unto  them  which  are  exercifed 
thereby Hence  one,  whofe  fufferings,  as  well  as  la¬ 
bours,  were  more  'abundant  than  thofe  of  his  brethren, 
(though  they  all  had  a  plentiful  fhare  of  afflictions  and 
trials),  could  confidently  declare,  we  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good ,  to  them  that  love  God ,  to  them  who 
are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe'.\  fob ,  amidft  all 
his  diftreffes,  exp  re-fled  his  faith  in  this  comfortable  truth, 
when  he  faid,  he  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take  3  and  when 
he  hath  tried  me ,  I J hall  come  forth  as  gold,  J  Remember 
then,  beloved,  when  you  are  in  heavinefs  through  mani¬ 
fold  temptations ,  there  is  a  needs-be  for  it 3  and  that  the 
trial  of  your  faith ,  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that 
periftoeth ,  fhall  be  found  unto  praife^  and  honour ,  and  glory % 
at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrijl.  §  Is  not  this,  then,  a 
reafon  why  you  fliould  patiently  endure  the  crofs  that 
may  be  laid  upon  you,  and  ftand  fall  and  wait  for  the 
falvation  of  God  ?  Carefully  guard  againft  a  peevifli, 
fretful,  murmuring,  impatient,  angry,  revengeful  difpo- 
fition,  which  is  fo  contrary  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
the  Gofpel,  offenfive  to  God,  and  deftruCtive  to  your 
own  peace  and  happinefs.  Confider  how  neceffary  is  the 
exercife  of  Patience,  in  Order  to  your  enjoying  the  com¬ 
fort  of  the  Scriptures,  and  your  bringing  forth  fruit  unto 
God,  as  fuch  who  are  waiting  and  hoping  for  the  promif¬ 
ed  blifs  and  glory.  Remember,  your  erodes,  trials,  and 
afflictions,  are  but  for  a  feafon  3  and  how  fnort  a  feafon, 
when  compared  with  an  eternity  of  happinefs  !  Why  then 
flaould  fuch  tranfitory  troubles  difeompofe  your  fouls,  and 
carry  them  out  of  your  power  ?  Patience  will  enable  you 
to  maintain  a  fedate  felf-poilefiion,  and  to  anticipate  the 
promifed  reft.  Though  afflictions  may  be  many,  yet  out 
of  them  all  the  righteous  fhall  be  delivered.  God  has 
promifed  it,  who  is  able  and  faithful  to  perform  it.  Soon 
fhall  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  return ,  and  come  to  Zion 
above  with  fongs ,  and  everlafing  joy  upon  their  heads  3  they 
fhall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs ,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fhall  fee 
away.  There  they  fhall  hunger  no  more ,  neither  thirf  any 
more ,  neither  fall  the  fun  light  on  them ,  nor  any  heat  3  for 
the  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midf  of  the  throne ,  fhall  feed  them. , 
and  fhall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters ,  and  God 
fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  ||  Confider,  bre¬ 
thren,  how  great  will  be  the  reward  of  the  inheritance ! 

*  Lam.  iii.  33.— Heb.  xii.  10,  11.  f  Rom  viii  2.8.  f  Job  xxiii.  10. 

§  Pet.  1,7.  !i  If.  xxxv  li.— Rev.  vii.  16,  17, 
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What  inconceivable  blifs  and  glory  is  prepared  for  you  irt 
Heaven  !  Surely  it  is  worth  waiting  and  differing  for  ! 
All  your  crofffes,  temptations,  and  afflictions,  muft  vanifh 
away,  and  be  as  it  were  annihilated,  when  compared 
with  the  unfading  glory  and  everlafting  joys  of  the 
heavenly  world.  Hence,  fays  the  triumphant  Apoftle, 

I  reckon  that  the  fuffe  rings  of  this  prefent  life  are  not  worthy 
to  he  compared  with  the  glory  which  j, hall  be  revealed  in  us.  * 
Yea,  more  than  this,  he  affures  us,  that  our  light  afflic¬ 
tion ,  which  is  but  for  a  moment ,  worketh  ftr  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  vj  eight  of  glory,  f 

Let  it  therefore,  dearly  beloved,  be  your  conffant  en¬ 
deavour,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  be  patient  in  your  tri¬ 
bulations  5  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience ;  and 
patience ,  experience ;  and  experience ,  hope ;  and  hope 
rnaketh  not  ajhamed ,  becaufe  the  love  of  God  is  Jhed  al  ad 
in  our  hearts ,  by  the  Holy  Spirit ,  which  is  given  to  us.  % 
Ever  remember,  that  the  gracious  influences  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  health  and  prof- 
perity  of  your  fouls,  and  for  your  perfeverance  and 
growth  in  grace.  Take  heed,  brethren,  that  you  do  not 
grieve  him  by  any  fmful  indulgence,  and  thus  caufe  him 
to  withdraw  from  you.  Flee  from  every  fin.  Be  con¬ 
cerned,  through  the  Spirit,  to  mortify  every  corrupt 
difpofition— to  curb  and  fubdue  every  inordinate 
and  bitter  pafflon.-  Abhor  that  which  is  evil ;  cleave  to 
that  which  is  good.  §  Do  jufflly ,  love  mercy ,  walk  humbly 
with  God.  With  full purpofe  of  hearty  cleave  unto  the  Lord. 
Be  content  with  fucb  things  as  ye  have  ;  for  he  hath  faid ,  I 
will  never  leave  thee ,  nor forfake  thee,  jj  Wc itch  unto  prayer 

with  all  perfeverance.  Converle  much  with  the  word 

of  God.  Regularly  attend  on  his  worfhip,  in  private 
and  public.  Forfake  not  the  ,affle?nb  ling  of  yourfelves  together. 
Let  your  whole  converfation  be  as  becometh  the  Gcfpel  of 
Cbrift.  Hold  faffl  what  you  have ,  that  no  man  take  your 
crown. % 

Brethren,  we  wifh  thefe  hints  may  be  received  by  you 
*  in  love.  Let  them  abide  with  you.  Do  not  content 
yourfelves  with  barely  reading  them  once  or  twice,  and 
then  laying  them  out  of  fight  ;  but  frequently  turn  to 
them,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  ufeful  to  you.  And  we 
befeech  you,  forget  not  to  pray  for  us.  We  are  yet  in 
the  wildernefs  as  well  as  you.  Being  men  of  like  paffions 
with  yourfelves,  and  equally  expofed  to  afflictions  and 

*  Rom.  via.  jS.  |  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  f  Rom.  v.  % — 5.  §  Rom.  xii.  9. 

*  Hcb.  xiii.  5,  ^  Eph.  vi.  18.  *  Hcb,  x.  25.— Phil.  i.  27.— Rev.  iii.  1  x. 
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ci'offes,  temptations  and  trials,  we  need  the  fame  grace 
with  you,  and  ftand  in  like  need  of  exhortations,  inltruc- 
tions,  directions,  cautions,  and  encouragements.  Pray, 
therefore,  that  we  may  be  comforted  in  all  our  tribulation; 
that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  others  who  are  in  any  trouble ,  by 
the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  Comforted  of  God. 
O  that  we  may  b q  found  in  patience ,  and  thus  be  eniamples 
to  the  people  of  God  !  Now,  may  the  Lord  direct  all  our 
hearts  into  the  love  of  God ,  and  into  the  patient  waiting  for 
Chrifl.  Thus  we  conclude,  commending  you  to  God ,  and  td 
the'word  of  his  Grace ,  which  i  sable  to  build  ysu  up ,  and  to  give 
you  an  inheritanceaonong  all  them  w  filch  are  fanSiified.  Amen. 

*  •* 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  brethren, 

JOHN  GILL,  Moderator. 


B  R  E  V  I A  T  E  S. 

Tuefday  Evening,  VI.~We  aftembled,  and  Brother  Gill  was 
chofen  Moderator.  Brother  Burton,  of  Sutton  Afhfield,  prayed. 
Read  the  letters  from  the  churches,  and  minuted  their  contents. 
Brother  Heighton,  of  Road,  concluded. 

Wednefday  Morning,  VI. — Met  again.  Brethren  Siriimonds, 
Goodrich,  Craps,  Ayre,  Green,  Carey,  T.  Edmonds,  and  Payne, 
engaged  in  prayer. 

At  X.  30,  began  public  worfhip,  having  a  moveable  pulpit 
placed  near  the  window,  out  of  which  the  lights  had  been  taken, 
that  feveral  hundreds,  who  could  not  get  into  the  m  eeting- houfe, 
might  hear  in  an  adjacent  yard,  which  was  filled  with  convenient 
feats.  After  finging,  (which  was  repeated  at  iuitable  intervals) 
Brother  Greenwood,  of  Oakham,  prayed,  and  Brother  Fuller 
preached  from  2  John,  8.  “  Look  to  yourfelves,  that  we  lofe  not 
ft  thofe  things  which  we  have  wrought,  but  that  we  receive  a 
tc  full  reward.”  Brother  Morris,  of  Clipftone,  prayed.  Brother 
Hall,  fen.  preached  from  A£ts  xx.  24.  “  But  none  of  thqfe 
(t  things  move  me;  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo 
“  that  I  might  finilh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  rainiftry  which 

I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teilify  the  gofpel  of  the 
“  grace  of  God.”  Brother  Hopper,  of  Nottingham,  concluded 
the  opportunity  in  prayer. 

Evening,  VI — -Met  again.  Brother  Vidler,  from  Battle  in 
Suflex,  prayed.  Brother  Francis,  late  of  Exeter,  preached 
from  2  Tim.  iv.  6.  “  The  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.” 
Brother  Fawkner,  of  Thorn,  concluded  the  public  wodhip  in 
prayer ;  aft9r  which  the  circular  letter*  drawn  up  by  Brother 

c  2  Gill* 
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Gill,  was  read  to  the  miniilers  and  meflengers;  by  whom  it  was 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Thurfday  Morning.  VIII. — Brother  Weft,  of  Carlton,  began 
in  prayer.  '  We  then  related  the  dealings  of  God  with  us  as 
Miniilers,  and  a  few  of  the  peculiar  exerciles  of  our  minds  in  the 
year  pad,  which  hath  frequently  been  acknowledged,  both  by 
miniilers  and  people,  to  be  Very  profitable.  Brother  Ryland, 
fun.  prayed.  Settled  the  accompt  of  the  Afiociation  Fund. 
Agreed  to  allow  two  guineas  for  the  encouragement  of  the  leflure 
at°  Burton  upon-Trent,  where  a  door  is  of  late  providentially 
opened  for  preaching  the  Gofpel,  with  a  pleafing /profpeA  of 
ufefulnefs ;  and  three  guineas  more  for  other  charitable  uies.  We 
wilh  the  churches  would  more  generally  and  liberally  fubfcribe  to 
the  fund,  that  we  might  extend  its  ufefulnefs  to  a  greater  variety 
of  pious  purpofes. 

Agreed  to  receive  the  church  at  Braun  done  into  this  alfociate 
connexion.  The  Moderator  concluded  in  prayer. 

State  ef  the  Churches  Jince  the  lajl  Ajfo  elation  : 


r  Upon  a  profeffion  of  faith,  -  -  ""75 

Added  By  letters  of  recommendation  -  -  -  7 

(  Redored  after  exclufion  -----  3 — 8$ 

r  By  Death  --------  25 

Diminilhed Difmiflion  to  other  churches  -  -  -  z 

(.Exclufion  -  --  --  --  --  7 — 34 


Increafe  -  -  -  -  51 


The  next  Afiociation  to  be  at  Oakham,  on  the  Wednefday  iu 
Whitfun-week  June  15,  1791.  Brother  Burton  apd  Gill  to 
preach ;  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother  Wed  and  SutclifF.  Put  up 
kl  the  Crown. 

N.  B.  The  iketch  of  the  Northamptonlhire  Afiociation, 
given  this  year  at  the  end  of  their  Letter,  will  be  introduced 
in  its  proper  place,  under  The  Hifiory  of  the  AJfociations  ;  and 
their  account  of  Pruffia  will  be  found  under  the  article 
which  relates  to  the  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  among  different 
denominations  at  home  and  abroad. 
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THE  MIDLAND  LETTER. 

ON 

THE  DOCTRINES  OF  GRACE. 

■  i  ■■  •  m 

The  Elders  and  Meffengers  of  the  feveral  Baptift  Churches, 

meeting  at 

Bewdley,  Baurton  ;  Cannon-Jlreet,  V  Bmd-ftnet,  Birmingham  ; 
Cirencefier,  Coy  Ay,  Dudley,  Eve  (ham,  Leomnfter  Perjhcre, 
Ryeford,  Stourbridge,  Teuvkejbury,  Upton,  Warwick,. 

Wejimarcoat,  and  W orcejler  : 

Being  met  in  Affociation  at  T e  w  k e  s  b  u  r y,  in  Gloucefierjhire, 
on  the  25th  and  26th  of  May,  1790  : 

'AINTAINING  the  important  doftrines  of  three 
ifJLeqUal  perfons  in  the  godhead;  eternal  and  perfbnal 
fteHion  ;  original  fm  ;  particular  redemption  ;  free  juih- 
fication  by  the  righteoulnefs  of  Chrift  imputed ;  efficacious 
grace  in  regeneration  ;  the  final  prefeverance  of  the  faints; 
the  refurre&ionof  the  dead;  the  general  judgment  at  the 
laft  day,  and  the  life  everiafting;  with  the 
independence  of  the  feveral  Ghriftian  locieties  they 
reprefent :  To  whom  they  fend  Chriftian  Salutation. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

IN  our  public  preaching,  we  have  fet  Deioie  you  the 
importance  of  do&rinal,  experimental,  and  pradhcal 
religion;  and  have  endeavoured  to  do  the  lame  in  our 
annual  epiftles.  We  would  now  recommend  to  your 
ferious  confideration,  the  great  and  important  dparines 
mentioned  at  the  head  of  the  circular  letter,  to  wnich  youi 
minifters  and  meffengers  every  year  give  their  affient. 

Thedo£l:rine  of  three  equal  perfons  in  the  ever-adorable 
Trinity,  is  of  very  great  importance.  The  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  inform  us,  that  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in 
heaven ,  the  Father ,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and 
that  thefe  three  are  one.  The  Father  is  diftina  from  the  - 
Word  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  All  that  the  Father  hath  given 
me  (hall come  unto  me.  T  he  Word  (or  the  Son)  is  cufiinH: 
from  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  My  Father  worketh 
hitherto ,  and  I  work ,  fays  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Fne 
Holy  Ghoft  is  diftina  from  the  Father  and  the  Son  :  The 
Comforter ,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  whom  the  Father  will 
fend  in  my  name ,  he  Jhall  reprove  the  world  of  fin ,  and  guide 
" into  all  truth.  Each  perfon  is  truly  and  properly  divine, 

according  to  the  fcriptures  of  truth ;  and  yet  we  are  m- 

q  formetij 
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formed  that  there  is  but  one  God.  This,  indeed,  is  a  myf- 
tery,  and  it  mull  remain  fo  to  us,  at  leaft  in  the  prefen t  ftate. 

Eternal  and  perfonal  eledtion  is  another  dodtrifte  men¬ 
tioned  at  the  head  of  our  annual  epiftle.  This  is  not  ac- 
cording  to  our  works ,  but  according  to  bis  purpofe  and  grace, 
which  was  given  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  before  the  world  began. 
The  objedls  of  God’s  love  are  chofen,  that  they  Jhould  be 
holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love  3  that  they  Jhould 
be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son  3  and  were  predestinated,, 
to  complete  and  everlafting  falvation,  through  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift. 

Original  fin  is  another  dodtrine  of  our  faith  :  God  made 
man  upright 3  but  he  hath  fought  out  many  inventions .  By  one 
man  fin  entered  into  the  world ,  and  death  by  fin  :  fo  that  death 
faffed  upon  all  men  , for  that  all  have finned.  By  the  difobedience 
of  one,  many  were  made  dinners.  You  are,  therefore,  ever  to 
remember,  that  you  brought  a  corrupt  nature  into  the 
world  with  you  3  and  that  all  are  corrupt,  through  the  fin 
of  their  firft  parents.  Kence  the  Pfalmift  faith,  I  was 
fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  jin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 

Particular  redemption  is  another  ariicie  of  our  faith. 
Chrift  loved  the  church ,  and- gave  hpvfelf for  it,  that  he  might 
fandiify  andcleanfe  it,  with  the  wafking  of  water,  by  the  word  : 
that  he  might  prefent  it  to  h  inf  elf  a  glorious  church,  not  hav¬ 
ing  fpet  or  wrinkle ,  or  any  juch  thing.  He  hath  vifited  and 
redeemed  his  people.  He  gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many. 

Free  jufttfication  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed, 
is  another  article  of  our  creed.  As  all  men,  by  nature  and 
pradtice,  are  become  guilty  before  God,  and  are  altogether 
•incapable  of  working  out  a  righteoufnefs  to  juflify  them- 
Pelves  before  him 3  it  became  abfolutely  neceifary,  in  order 
to  their  falvation,  that  there  fhouid  be  a  righteoufnefs 
provided,  fufficient  to  juftiry  the  fmner  before  a  juft  and 
righteous  God.  Such  a  righteoufnefs  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  hath  wrought  out,  and  brought  in,  for  his  people. 
.Although,  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  fall  no  fejh  be  ji fi¬ 
fed  in  his • fight 3  yet,  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed, 
all  that  believe  are  jujlified from  all  things,  from  which  they 
could  not  be  jujlified  by  the  law  cf  Mofes.  He  hath  made  him 
to  be fn  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin ,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  Bleffed  is  the  man  unto  whom 
the  Lord  imputeih  righteoufnefs  without  works. 

Efficacious  grace  in  regeneration,  is  another  article  of 
the  Chriftian  faith.  W t  ifktjl  be  born  again ;  for,  with¬ 
out  this,  we  can  in  no  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
No  man  can  renew  hi*  own  heart,  or  the  heart  of  his 

fellow* 


ON  THE  DOCTRINES  OF  QRACE,  179O.  39 

fellow-  creature.  It  is  the  eternal  God,  by  his  Holy  Spirit* 
who  e’ffe&s  this  change.  The; wind  bloweth  where  it  lifleth , 
and  thou  heareji  the  found  thereof. \  hut  can  ft  not  tell  whence 
it  cometh  and  whither  it  goeth  :  Jo  is  every  one  that  is  horn  of 
the  Spirit,  lhat  which  is  born  of  the  fefh ,  is  ftefh  ;  and  that 
which  is  horn  of  the  Spirit ,  is  fpirit. 

The  final  perfeverance  of  the  faints,  is  an  important 
article  mentioned  at  the  head  of  the  circular  lettei.  Joe 
righteous  [hall  hold  on  his  way ,  and  he  that  hath  clean  ha  nr  1  , 
Jhall  be  jhenger  and  ftronger.  He  who  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  offefus  Cdn  iftt. 

Thefe,  dear  friends,  we  confider  as  fome  of  the  very 
important  articles  ot  our  faith.  By  thefe,  as  revealed  111 
the  facred  fcriptures,  you  are  to  examine  what  you  hear 
from  time  to  time.  To  the  law  and  to  the  tejlimony  :  if  men 
fpeak  not  according  to  this  word ,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no 
light  in  them. 

Experimental  religion  is  what  we  fincerely  recom¬ 
mend  to  you.  That  change  of  heart  mentioned  above, 
we  fincerely  wifh  you  to  experience.  Y  ou  mult  expe¬ 
rience  a  hatred  to  fin  as  fuch,  and  as  committed  againft 
a  good  and  gracious  God;  you  are  to  love  God  with  all 
your  heart,  foul,  mind,  and  ftrength ;  you  muft  manifeft 
your  love  to  the  Lord,  by  loving  his  word,  by  loving  his 
people,  by  loving  his  fervice,  and  by  delighting  in  holi- 
nefs;  you  fiiould  feek  to  be  made  more  holy  in  your 
thoughts,  defires,  purpofes,  and  refolutions :  to  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 
We  are  perfuaded,  that  where  there  is  grace,  there  will 
be  a  concern  to  have  it  daily  increafed.  _ 

We  alfo  heartily  recommend  to  you  the  practice  of 
relio-ion.  When  the  doctrine  according  to  godlinefs  is 
underftood  and  properly  received,  and  where  the  grace 
of  God  is  implanted1  in  the  heart,  it  will,  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  life  and  conduit.  The 
grace  of  God ,  that  hringeth  falvation ,  hath  appeared  to  ad 
men ;  teaching  us ,  that ,  denying  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lifts ,  we  ftoouid  live  foberly ,  righteoufy ,  and  godly ,  in  this 
prefent  world.  It  well  becomes  you  who  profeis  religion, 
to  come  out  from  the  company  of  the  wicked  and  ungodly, 
and  to  feparate  yourfelves  from  them,  and  conftantly  to 
guard  againft  every  thing  which  hath  a  tendency  to 
carnalize  the  heart.  Sin  is  of  a  very  infectious  natuie. 
we  are,  therefore,  not  to  touch  the  unclean  thing,  left 
we  fhould  be  defiled.  Sin,  once  indulged,  will  be  veiy 

likely  to  increafe  in  ftrength. 
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We  exhort  you,  not  only  to  avoid  that  which  is  evil, 
but  to  pradlite  that  which  is  good,  in  every  way  pofiible. 
As  you  fhould  be  concerned  to  know,  fo  you  are  ever  to  be 
ready  to  do  the  will  of  the  great  God.  You  are  to  employ 
the  members  of  your  bodies,  and  the  powers  of  your  fouls, 
in  his  fervice*  Upon  all  the  duties  of  religion,  private, 
locial,  and  public,  we  are  to  attend  in  a  very  ferious, 
humble,  and  fpiritual  manner,  that  God  may  be  glorified 
in  us  and  by  us.  Sin  is  a  want  of  conformity  unto,  or 
a  tranfgreffion  of  the  holy  lav/  of  God.  The  law  is  a  trans¬ 
cript  of  Jehovah’s  perfections,  Man  was  made  to  Serve 
and  glorify  the  great  God,  with  all  the  powers  of  his  foul  ; 
but  by  fin  he  debales  himfelf,  and  all  the  powers  which 
God  hath  given  him,  employing  them  in  a  way  diredtly 
contrary  to  his  revealed  will.  Sin  accufes  God  of  a  want 
of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  and  in  efiecSi:  fays,  that  real  good 
is  not  to  be  found  in  a  courfe  of  obedience  to  his  holy  will. 
It  is  an  attempt  to  dethrone  the  Majeity  of  Heaven,  and 
to  fct  up  poor  vile  man  above  the  Divine  Being, 
that  he  may  reign  in  his  head.  It  is  a  contempt  of  God, 
of  his  holy  law,  and  of  his  blefied  image;  and  it  is  expref- 
five  of  an  approbation  of  the  diabolical  fervice  of  Satan. 
It  is  an  horrid  affront  offered  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff, 
who  appeared  readily  and  gracioufly  to  make  atonement 
for  our  fins,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.  Every  new  a£b 
of  fin,  in  a  lenfe,  crucifies  the  Son  of  God  afrcfli,  and 
puts  him  to  open  fname. 

Sin  is  an  infult  to  the  Holy  and  Bleffed  Spirit,  whofe 
work  it  is  to  fubdue  fin,  and  to  implant  real  holinefs  in 
the  fouls  of  his  people.  He  is  called  the  Holy  Spirit.  Sin 
is  as  oppofite  to  him  as  light  is  to  darknefs,  as  heaven 
to  hell. 

Now,  dear  friends,  if  fin  be  thus  odious  and  deteftable  ; 
if  it  difnonours  God,  and  is  exceedingly  injurious  to  your 
precious  fouls,  you  fhould  learn  to  abhor  and  deteft  it. 
You  fee  the  reafons  there  are  to  humble  yourfelves  before 
God,  on  account  of  your  pall  conduct ;  wherein  you 
have  left  undone  that  which  you  ought  to  have  done,  and 
have  done  that  which  you  ought  to  have  left  undone — the 
need  you  have  for  watchfulneis  and  prayer,  that  you  enter 
not  into  temptation—the  great  importance  of  laying  out 
yourfelves,  through  the  whole  of  your  future  life,  in  leek- 
mg  to  glorify  God,  and  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  j  efus  Chrift  in  the  v/orld.  As  you  are  daily  to  che- 
rifh  true  repentance  for  fin,  fo  you  are  to  feek  after  faith 
in  Chriftj  and  to  have  it  daily  increafed.  Add  to  your  faith 
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virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge ,  and  to  knowledge  tem¬ 
perance,  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godline  fs , 
and  to  godline  fs  brotherly  kindnefs  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs  cha¬ 
rity.  For  ifthefe  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  they  make  you 
that  ye  fhall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful,  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  fefus  Chrijl. 

Be  much  in  reading  the  word  of  God  ;  as  that,  in  the 
hand  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  is  able  to  make  you  wile  unto 
falvation.  Be  much  in  prayer  to  God,  as  the  G6d  of  all 
grace  :  fee  to  it  that  you  pray  in  prayer;  and  be  everfeek- 
ingto  the  Divine  Soirit,  for  his  powerful  and  gracious  in- 
fluences  upon  your  hearts. 

Be  always  concerned  to  fet  death,  judgment,  and  an 
eternal  world,  before  you.  With  thele  important  things 
jn  view,  you  will  be  concerned  to  fill  up  youi  fever al 
Rations  creditably  and  ufefully;  to  enjoy  frequent  dii- 
coveries  of  the  divine  mercy  towards  you  while  you 
continue  here,  and  a  meetneis  for  the  full  enjoyment  or 
God  hereafter.  Being  thus  under  the  divine  influence, 
you  have  reafon  to  hope  for  tokens  of  Jehovah  s  favour 
in  this  world,  and  for  admiilion  into  his  glorious  prefence 
in  that  which  is  to  come.  Not  that  our  ooecien.ee  is  the 
caufe  of  God’s  love  to  us;  but  it  is  the  bleffedeffecf  of  it 
produced  by  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Thofe 
therefore,  who  are  holy  in  ail  manner  of  converfation  and 
godlinefs,  have  the  greateft  evidence  in  their  own  ex¬ 
perience,  and  thev  give  abundant  proof  to  others,  that  they 
belong  to  God,  that  they  are  the  purchafe  of  Ch rift’s 
blood,  and  that  they  are  heirs  of  that  celeftial  ftate,  were 
no  fin  or  forrow  fhall  ever  enter,  but  where  a  fulneis  of 
joy  will  be  experienced ;  which  God  grant  we  may  be  put 
.into  the  eternal  pofFefiion  of,  for  Thrift’ s  fake  !  Amen. 

Commending  you,  dear  friends,  to  God,  and  to  the 
word  of  his  grace,  we  fubcribe  ourfelves  your  brethren 
in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator. 

JOSHUA  THOMAS. 


May  26,  1790, 
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B  R  E  V  I  A  T  E  S. 

THE  minifters  and  meftengersof  the  churches  met  on  Tuefday 
evening. — ftrother  Thomas  was  chofen  moderator.  Brother 
Henry  Dawfon  prayed.  The  letters  were  read :  the  intelligence 

was  agreeable  in  general;  and  Brother  Tift  concluded  by  prayer. 
6  0  Wed- 
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Wednefday  morning,  met  at  half  paft  fix  o’clock. — The  cir¬ 
cular  letter,  drawn  up  by  Brother  Hiller,  was  read  and  approved. 
About  ten  o’clock  the  public  fervice  began.  Brother  Williams 
prayed.  Brother  Reece  preached  from  Rom.  xiv.  17.  “  For  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  not  moat  and  drink,  but  righteo'ufnefs,  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gholt.”  Brother  Dore  prayed. 
Brother  Wilkins  preached  from  1  Thef.  v.  1 8.  “In  every  thing 
give  thanks ;  for  this  is  the  will  of  Godin  Chrift  jefus  concerning 
you.”  Brother  Butterworth  concluded  with  prayer.  At  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  Brother  Dunfcombe  prayed.  Brother 
Pearce  preached  from  Micahvii.  9.  “I  will  bear  the  indignation 
of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned  againllhim.”  Brother  Alton 
concluded  by  prayer. 

Refolved,  That  no  church  be  admitted  Into,  or  continued  in 
this  connexion,  but  fuch  who  profefs  to  believe  the  do&rines 
mentioned  in  our  circular  letter. 

Refolved,  That  the  monthly  meeting  of  prayer  for  the  revival 

religion,  be  continued. 

In  the  Associated  Churches,  there  were 

Baptized  - 

Received  by  Letter 

Baptized  at  Henley  (a  branch  of  Aulceher) 

Dead  ------ 

Excluded  - 

DifmiiTed  -  -  - 


Increafe-  -  -  -  54 

N.  B.  The  next  affociation  to  be  held  at  Rofs,  onTuefday  and 
Wednefday  in  the  Whitfun-week.  Brother  Thomas,  of  Leo- 
jninfter,  and  Brother  Hiller,  to  preach.  In  cafe  of  failure 
Brother  Dore,  of  Cirenceiler. - Put  up  at  the  George. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 


The  Elders,  Minillers,  and  MeiTengers  of  the  feveral 
Baptiil  Churches,  meeting  at 

Afpftrd,  Sandhurfi,  Smarden ,  Tenter  den,  &  Folkfione,  in  Kent  ; 
Battle ,  Rye,  Wivelsfield,  Levees,  IF  Brighthelmfione,  in  Sufiex  ,* 

AINTAINlNG  the  important  doctrines  of  three 
equal  perfons  in  the  divine  elTence;  eternal  andper- 
lonaieledtion  to  holinefs  here,  and  eternal  life  hereafter  ;the 
original  guilt  and  depravity  ofmankind  3  particular  redemp¬ 
tion  ‘3 

/  ^  ' 
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tion ;  free  juftification  by  the  imputed  ngkteoufnefs  of 
Chrift:  alone ;  efficacious  glace  in  regenerations  alto,  the 
perfeverance  of  the  faints  to  glory. 

Affembled  at  Tenterden,  the  ad  and  3d  days  of  June, 

179a 

V  •  ,  ,  9 

To  the  feveral  churches  they  reprcfent,  fend  chriftian 
falutation  ; 

s  -  »  -  * 

Beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord  : 

WE  can  better  feel  then  exprefs  our  happinefs,  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  addrefling  you,  on  fo  noble  and 
important  a  iubject,  as  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of, 
God  on  the  hearts  of  God’s  people ;  a  tuDjeht  or  infinite 
weight  and  worth,  the  which  when  we  forget  or  reyule 
to  preach  and  maintain,  ichabod  may  be  written  on  our 
pulpits.  When  we  confider  the  dignity,  importance,  and 
myftery  of  his  operation  on  our  hearts,  we  are  iuuc 
with  a  facred  awe,  and  iomethmgor  a  delightful  iurprftej 
but  when  we  attempt  to  defcribe  the  fame  to  others,  we 
are  ready  to  exclaim,  “  Who  is  tufficient  tor  there  things 
Surely,  brethren,  there  never  was  a  penoc.  when  tans 
truth  needed  more  to  be  explained  and  infftea  on  tnan  the 
prefent ;  for  there  are  not  wanting  thofe;  who  are  ready 
to  call  every  thing  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  whicn 
animates  their  fancies  in  reading  or  hearing  religious  iuo~ 
ieas.  This  is  enthufiafm  with  a  witnefs  ;  but  mtfuchknow, 
that  the  truth  of  God  hath  often  been  brought  into  con* 
tempt  and  ridiculed  on  their  account.  Others  there  are 
who  profefs  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  but  never  knew 
what  the  fpritual  birth  is:  fiich  perions,  not  having  ex¬ 
perienced  the  grace  ol  God  in  their  hearts,  fpeak  fiigntingiy 
if  not  difrefpejtfully,  of  the'operations  of  the  “  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael;  ”  but  fuch  perfons  fhould  be  informed,  tnat, 
Jf  any  tnan  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his  ft . 
J  That  there  is  fuch  a  perfon  as  rhe  Holy  Ghoft,  is  mamfeft 
from  fcriptural  accounts  ofhim.  Different  works  are  a  crib- 
ed  to  him.  He  had  a  fnare  in  creating  the  world,  and  is 
faid  to  have  moved  upon  the  face  oj  the  ivaiei  s ,  f  anc  £f  - 
nifhed  the  heavens ,  and  formed  the  crooked  fer pent. %  He 
formed  the  human  nature  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  wumi  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  .  The  Holy  Ghoft  f hall  come  upon  thee ,  and 
the  power  of  the  Higheft  JhaU  overjhadow  thee  j  therefore  aft 


$  Rom.  viii.  9.  f  Gen,  i.  2.  \  J°b  xsvf  x3* 


that 


44  THE  KENT  AND  SUSSEX  LETTER, 

that  holy  thing  which  Jhall  he  horn  of  thee ,  fall  he  called  the 
Son  of  God.*  We  are  at  a  lols  to  know  how  words  can 
cxprefs  the  perfonality  and  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  if 
thefe  do  not.  Further,  the  Scriptures  are  called  the  word 
of  God ,  and  yet  we  find  that  they  were  written  under  the 
infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  §  which  is  a  farther  illuftration 
of  his  perfonality  and  divinity.  But  that  which  puts  the  matter 
out  of  all  reafonable  doubt,  is  his  omniprefence  5  for  we  learn 
from  Scripture,  that  the  fame  Spirit  which  raifed  up  Jefus 
from  the  dead,  dwelleth  in  ail  the  fubjedts  o i  divine  grace,  j- 
How  can  this  be  explained,  but  by  acknowledging  the 
omniprefence ,  of  the  Holy  Gilo  ft?  And  who  can  be 
cmniprefenty  but  God  ? 

At  prefent  we  fhall  attend  to  the  necefiity,  the  parts, 
and  the  fufficiency,  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Firft — 1  he  necefiity  of  the  effectual  operations  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  appears  from  the  impofiibility  of  our  perfons 
or  fervices  being  accepted  without  faith.  The  word  of 
God  informs  us,  that  all  men  have  not faith  :  J  none  have 
it,  but  thofe  who  are  regenerated,  fince  the  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  againft  God.  Flow  deplorable  doth  our  cafe  ap¬ 
pear,  if  we  have  not  the  Spirit  of  God  !  becaufe  without  him 
we  can  lay  no  claim  to  Chrift,  as  having  died  for  our  fins 
and  rifen  for  our  juffifieation,but  are  enemies  to  his  perfon 
and  crofs.  Have  not  men  in  all  ages  purfued  every  me¬ 
thod,  but  Goa’s,  to  efcape  mifery,  and  enjoy  felicity? 
but,  alas ;  how  have  their  Ichemes  mifearriea  !  Ah,  bre¬ 
thren?  another  day  will  difeover  this,  more  than  it  is.  pof- 
iible  for  us  now  to  conceive  ;  however,  of  this  we  are  af- 
iured,  that  He  who-  believeth  notyfedl  be  damned,  jj 

Another  eonfideration,  which  adds  frefn  force  to  this 
branch  of  the  fubjeht,  is,  the  impofiibity  of  obtaining  or 
pofiefiing  faith,  unlefs  the  Holy  Spirit  be  given  unto  us. 
Doth  a  natural  man  pretend  to  pray  that  God  would 
give  him  faith  ?  What  are  his  prayers,  unlefs  he  be 
confcious  of  his  wretched  ftate  by  nature,  and  fees 
the  necefiity  of  a  real  acquaintance  with  Chrift  ? — 
then  (if  this  fhould  be  the  cafe)  he  may  take  this 
conlolation  to  himfelf,  that,  if  the  Lord  had  been  pleafed 
to  dejlroy  hiniy  he  Would  not  have  Jhewn  him  fuch  things  ! 
As  for  human  efforts,  however  far  they  may  conduct 
a  man,  yet  they  will  never  lead  him  into  green pafluresy 
nor  caufe  him  to  lie  down  befide  the  fill  -waters.  No, 

*  Luke  i.  35.  §  2  Pet.  i.  zt.  f  Rom.  viii.  11, 

fc  Markxvfii6. 


f  2  Thef,  iii.  2. 

*  , 

brethren. 
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brethren  *  this  is  a  work  too  noble  for  depraved  man :  it 
rauft  be  performed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  it  will  never 
be  done :  think  not  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  vain  called 
a  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  underjlanding ,  of  counfel  and  might , 
knowledge  and  of  fear.* 

J  Secondly,  let-  us  now  confider  the  different  parts  of  his 
divine  work,  .  _  . 

iff.  We  lhall  begin  with  Regeneration.  I  heApoitle 

Paul,  when  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeH,  expreily  fays  m 
his  epiftle  to  Titus,  §  Not  by  works  of  Rtghteoufnefs  watch 
we  have  done,  but ,  according  to  Ins  mercy ,  he  faved  us,  by,  the 
wajbing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gbojt. 
Now,  no  finner  can  perform  any  works  of  righteoulneis- 
acceptable  to  God  in  a  ftate  of  nature  as  fallen  in  Adam, 
he  himfelf  being  unrighteous  ;  for  the  moral  law  or  God 
is  fuch,  that  it  extends  to  the  motives  as  well  as  to  the 
actions,  and,  unlefs  both  are  pure,  and  unite  in  every  work 
of  righteoufnefs,  it  is  impoffible  v/e  can  ever  be  faved  by 
them :  from  hence  it  appears  to  be  absolutely  neceilary 
that  we  be  regenerated,  or  born  again.  Now,  regenera¬ 
tion  is  a  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  infilling  or  implanting 
a  divine  principle  in  the  heart  ol  a  finner  ;  a  reftoring  and 
renewing  the  image  of  God  in  the  foul  ;  in  which  opera¬ 
tion  the  ibul  is  entirely  paftive.  In  fome  the  worK  is  felt 
more  powerful  than  in  others  ;  but  wherevei  it  takes  place 
in  any,  it  never  mifcarries,  but  proves  eueffual  to  thui 
eternal  falvation ;  for  the  Holy  Spirit  muff  be  given  of 
God,  to  effeH  fuch  a  work  or  change  ;  and  the  volume  or 
divine  truth  informs  us  that  the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are 
without  repentance,  f  Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  none 
are  the  fubjeHs  of  this  Divine  Grace,  but  fuch  as  are 
chofen  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  before  the  world  began  ;  for 
they  and  they  alone,  are  blejfed  with  all fpiritual  blejftngs 
in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  Holy  Spirit  was 
one  among  the  numerous  gifts  which  the  Redeemer  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  hands  of  his  Father,  when  he  afcended  up  on 

high,  leading  captivity  captive.  .  . 

2ndly.  Another  part  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
to  difcover  the  hidden  myfteries  of  the  Gofpel.  We  will 
fuppofe  a  vejfel  of  mercy  already  regenerated,  but  not 
enouo-h  acquainted  with  the  method  of  falvation  to  obram 
any  folid  happinefs  of  foul  on  a  good  foundation;  la¬ 
bouring  at  the  fame  time  under  diftreffing  views  of  his 
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depravity,  the  pollution^of  his  nature,  the  difhonour  h& 
hath  done  to  God,  and  the  awful  diffance  he  is  at  from 
him ;  not  knowing  wherewithal  to  come  before  God,  or 
how  to  approach  the  Adoft  High  \  troubled  with  fears  that 
God  will  take  vengeance  on  him,  for  having  defpifed  his 
authority,  and  trampled  on  his  government ;  oppreffed 
with  the  power  of  temptation,  and  ready  to  expire  in  de^ 
fpair.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  what  would  the  ferious  inquirer 
do  ?  Were  it  not  for  the  agency  of  God  the  Eternal  Spirit, 
he  would  wander  in  endlefs  labyrinths,  darknefs,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  :  but  here  the  Spirit  of  God  kindly  interpofes,  and 
difcovers  to  the  guilty  finner  the  blood  of  jefus,  which  he 
beholds  with  the  eye  of  faith  ;  and  by  this  his  guilt  is 
removed.  He  alfo  reveals  and  applies  the  righteoulnefs 
ofChrift,  which  he  wrought  out  for  the  juffihcation  of 
Ins  own  people  :  this  at. once  fatisfies  the  fcrupulous  con- 
fcience,  renders  the  inquirer  happy,  and  puts  that  trium¬ 
phant  challenge  into  his  mouth,  Who Jhall  lay  any  thing 
the  charge  of  God’s  eledi ?  * 

The  Spirit  of  God  proceeds  alfo  to  feal  the  believer.— 
This  work  is  thus  expreffed  :  In  whom  alfo ,  after  that  ye 
lelieved ,  ye  were  fealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  prornife.  § 
This  fealing  of  the  Holy  Spirit ,  feems  to  be  the  fatis factory 
affurance  which  he  gives  the  people  of  God  of  their  fafet y 
after  converfion,  removing  thofe  doubts  from  their  minds 
which  are  commonly  incident  to  young:  converts.  Some 
are  fealed  fooner,  and  others  later,  as  feems  good  in  the 
light  of  Jehovai-i,  who  is  a  Sovereign  in  the  difpenfations 
of  his  Grace,  both  with  refpecl  to  meafure  and  time  ; 
this  is  what  the  Apoftle  terms,  Thexvitnefs  of  the  Spirit  it- 
f elf  with  ourfpirit,  that  we  are  the  children  ofGod:\  this 
witneffmg  he  affords  fometimes  under  the  preaching,  or  in 
reading  the  word  of  God  ;  and  at  other  times,  when  the 
ibul  is  proftrate  before  the  throne  of  Grace,  or  is  contem¬ 
plating  divine  fubjects:  this  induced  the  Plalmift  to  fay 
concerning  God,  My  meditation  of  him  Jhall  be  J wee t.  p 

Farther,  the  Spirit  of  God  gives  the  faints  confiderable 
aiTiftance  in  prayer,  (Rom.  viii.  26.)  He  is  faia  to  help  our 
infirmities ,  which  are  very  numerous,  yet  all  known  to 
him  who  j'earcheth  the  heart ,  and  trieth  the  reins  :  fometimes 
We  labour  under  weaknefs  of  body  ;  fometimes  areftraiten- 
ed  in  fpirit ;  at  other  times,  darknefs  covers  our  minds  like 
a  cloud  ;  and  many  things  well  known  to  the  children  of 
God,  fometimes  combine  to  impede  our  approach  to  him  ; 

*  Rom,  viii,  33.  §  Eph,  i.  13.  f  Rom,  viii.  16.  J  Pfal.  civ.  34. 
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but  even  under  thefe  circumflances,  God  is  pieaied.  to 
appear  for  ut  :  the  Holy  Spirit  maketh  inter  ceffion for  us , 
i.  e.  ftirs  up  and  invigorates  the  graces  which  he  hath  im¬ 
planted,  indites  our  matter,  and  draws  up  our  plea,  giv- 
in0-  us  accefs  with  boldnefs  into  the  divine  piefence.  _ 

Before  our  Lord  left  this  world,  he  promifod  his  difci- 
ples  that  he  would  fend  them  the  Holy  Ghoft,  under 
the  endearing  characters  of  the  Comforter  and  Remem¬ 
brancer .*  Hence  believers  have  infinite  reafon  to  rejoice; 
for  they  are  fometimes  exceeding  forrowful  and  low, 
mourning  that  they  cannot  love  God,  nor  enjoy  commu¬ 
nion  with  him  as  they  wifh,  nor  experience  that  deadne.s 
to  the  world,  nor  affection  for  Heaven  and  heavenly  things, 
which  it  is  their  duty  and  privilege  to  feel ;  yet  while  the 
believer  laments  his  want  of  conformity  to  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit  defeends  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted ,  to  give  the  oil 
of  joy  for  mourning ,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpimt  cj 

^Agam^The  people  of  God  are  frequently  reduced  and 
brought  low,  and  in  their  unbelieving  moments  may  be 
ready  to  fay  to  thofe  who  try  to  comfort  them,  All  men 
are  lyars.  Then  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pleafed  to  bring  for¬ 
mer  times  to  their  remembrance  ;  and  they  exclaim,  as 
the  Pfalmift  did,  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan , 
and  of  the  Hermonites  from  the  hill  Mizar.  f 

But  while  we  are  in  pliis  thorny  maze,  we  are  never 
free  from  fin,  and  confequently  feldom  fiee  from  fonow  ; 
we  are  expofea  to  many  temptations  from  various  quar¬ 
ters  ;  Satan,  that  grand  adversary  of  mankind,  continu¬ 
ally  watches  us;  he  knows  ourweaknefs,  and  what  will 
font  us ;  he  therefore  prefents  to  the  view  of  our  minds, 
objects  adapted  to  out  depraved  appetites,  and  fometimes 
moll  unhappily  prevails.  What  an  inftance  of  this  appears 
in  David,  when  he  murdered  Uriah,  and  took  Bathfheba 
to  wife  ?  Therefore  when  a  believer  falls  into  fm,  the 
Holy  Ghoft  fooner  or  later  convinces  his  confoience,  and 
makes  him  exprefs  himfelf  like  the  humbled  penitent, 
Have  mercy  upon  me ,  O  God!  according  to  ihy  loving-  -  ind- 
nefs  ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies,  blot  out 
?ny  tranfgr  efforts.  1  The  Spirit  of  God  doth  notutteily  foj- 
fake  him,  but  only  withdraws  his  lenfible  and  comron.aole 
prefence  for  a  time ;  yet,  though  for  row  endure  for  a 
night,  joy  fhall  return  in  the  morning  ;  for  he  will  reftore 
unto  him  the  joys  of  falvation,  and  uphold  him  from  dei- 
pair  and  apoftafy. 

#  John  xiv.  16,  §  Ifa.ki.  I.  3.  f  Ph  xlii.  C  \  Pf.  !»• 
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Laftly,  we  are  told  by  the  great  Apoftle  of  the  Gerh* 
tiles,  that  God  gives  the  Holy  Spirit  to  his  people,  to  be 
an  eafneji  ot  the  heavenly  inheritance.*  This  allures  us 
of,  and  fecures  our  perfeverance  through  every  obftruc-* 
tion  to,  immortal  felicity ;  and  though  our  inherent 
ftrerigth,  as  faints,  be  infufficient,  yet  the  Bleffed  Spirit 
will  ftrengthen  us  in  our  inward  man.  It  is  impoftible 
that  he  can  deceive  us ;  therefore,  if  we  are  pofielfed  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  if  he  be  the  earned:  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  flints  in  light,  we  may  with  a  holy  confidence  tri¬ 
umph  as  the  Apoftle  Paul  did,  faying,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
neither  death  nor  life ,  nor  angels ,  nor  principalities ,  nor 
powers ,  nor  things  prefent ,  nor  things  to  come ,  nor  height , 
nor  depth ,  nor  any  other  creature ,  fall  he  able  to  feparate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrijl  Jefus  our  Lord.  § 

I  hirdly,  We  proceed  to  the  fufhciency  of  the  operation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  accomplifh  whatever  he  takes  in  hand, 
'Phis  may  be  proved  from  his  Omnipotence.  That  he 
bad  a  ihare  in  creating  the  world,  hath  already  been  ob- 
ferved :  and  who  but  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  could 
movs  upon  the  waters,  fix  their  bounds,  and  regulate  and 
keep  them  there,  as  he  hath  done  from  the  beginning  ? 
It  may  be  farther  proved  from  the  power  he  hath  over 
devils ,  for  Chrift,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  caff  out  devils 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  (Matt.  xii.  28.),  but  if 
he  caft  out  devils  by  the  Spirit  of  Gody  then  the  kingdom  of 
God  Is  come  unto  you.  We  may  alfo  confirm  it  by  the 
power  which  he  hath  over  wicked  men.  Ananias  and 
Sanphira  both  lied  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  f  who,  in  the 
fame  chapter,  is  called  God  ;  and  to  refent  this  infult  offer¬ 
ed  to  his  Sacred  Majefty,  he  fmote  them  both  fo  that  they 
died  immediately. 

The  fufHciency  ofhis  operations  fo  anfwer  the  ends  for 
which  he  is  given,  is  manifeit  from  the  effectual  and  fur- 
prifing  change  which  he  produces  when  he  takes  poflef/ 
foil  of  the  foul.  Where  fhail  v/e  find  a  brighter  inftance 
of  this  than  the  Apoftle  Paul,  who  was  once  Satan’s  cap- 
live,  under  ftrong  delufions,  under  the  dominion  of  fm, 
and  in  total  darknefs  ;  thirfting  for  the  blood  of  the  faints  3 
but,  in  the  height  of  his  mad  career,  {topped  by  the  voice 
of  heaven,  and  lent  home  an  altered  man 3  and  afterwards 
declared  himielf,  that  what  things  were  gain  to  him  be¬ 
fore  converfion,  he  now  counted  lofs  for  Chrift’s  fake.  J 
The  fufficiency  of  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on 
the  hearts  of  believers,  is  further  manifefted  from  that  holy 

*  Eph.  i.  14.  §  Rom.  viii.  3 S ,  39.  f  Acts  v.  {  Phil.  Hi.  7. 
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Magnanimity  and  fortitude,  with  which  fome  of  the  faints 
have  fuffered  tribulation  in  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  for 
the  fake  of  Chrift  ;  fuch  as  Daniel  in  the  lions  den — the 
three  children  in  the  fiery  furnace— the  apoftles  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  many  fervants  of  God  of  a  later  date, 
who  have  cheerfully  embraced  the  (lake,  been  furrounded 
by  fiery  faggots,  and  (if  we  may  fo  fpeak)  whofe  heaven- 
born  fouls  have  afcended  to  glory  in  flames  of  fire. 

From  what  hath  been  faid,  we  may  venture  to  affirm, 

Firft,  That  the  fandlification  of  believers  is  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  Our  Lord  faid,  He  foall  receive  of  miney 
and jhalljhew  it  unto  you.*  This  he  fulfilled  to  the  apoftles 
on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  and  to  believers  in  all  ages  ;  the 
Spirit  imparting  thole  meafures  of  grace  in  time,  which 
were  given  to  them  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  before  the 
World  began ;  and  as  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  obtain  a  fight 
of  the  Redeemer’s  glory,  but  as  the  Holy  Spirit  difcovers 
the  fame,  fo  likewife,  by  every  believing  view  we  have 
of  him,  we  are  transformed  into  his  glorious  image  ;  to 
which  heavenly  pattern  we  muft  be  conformed,  before  we 
can  be  faid  to  be  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance. 

Secondly,  Strong  confolations  may  be  drawn  from  thefe 
truths.  God  hath  made  a  provifion  for  all  our  miferies,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft  will  apply  the  fame  as  neceflity  calls  for  it. 
Do  we  fometimes  complain  of  darknefs  and  contraction 
of  mind  ?  let  us  remember  that  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
zh,  there  is  liberty.  Call,  then,  upon  him  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  and  he  will  break  the  gates  of  brafs ,  and  cut  the  bars 
of  iron  in  funder ,  f  and  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive  mind. 
He  will  not  always  lead  us  into  temptation  and  trouble, 
but  will  fometimes  conduCt  us  to  the  top  of  the  hills, 
whence  we  fhall  fee  the  land  that  is  afar  of]  and  behold  the 
king  in  his  beauty then  with  what  contempt  fhall  we  look 
down  on  this  world  !  But  this  is  our  confolation,  that  it 
is  not  our  ref  \  we  ftill  thirft  after  Canaan,  thofe  fweet 
fields  which  are  beyond  the  fwelling  floods  of  death, 
whofe  inhabitants  fhall  not  fay  we  are  fck ,  and  whofe  ini¬ 
quities  fhall  be  forgiven  them.§  Surely  there  is  no  plea- 
fure  in  this  world,  to  be  compared  unto  communion  with 
God  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  it  fometimes  makes  us  exclaim  with 
ardour,  Make  hafe ,  my  beloved ,  and  be  thou  like  to  a  roe ,  or 
to  a  young  hart  on  the  mountains  ofjpices.\ 

*  John  xvi.  14.  f  Pfa.  cvii.  16.  f  Ifa  xxxiii,  17. 
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Thirdly,  L  et  us  inquire,  are  there  none  among  us 
who  have  left  their  firft  love  ;  none,  who  feem  fo  indif¬ 
ferent,  carnal,  and  fluggifh,  as  to  make  their  minifters  and 
brethren  very  much  fufpecf  their  religion;  none,  who 
feem  to  have  hardly  religion  enough  to  keep  them  within 
the  pale  of  the  church  ?  Surely,  there  are  fuch  to  be 
found.  The  date  of  fuch  perfons  is  doubtful  to  us  ;  how¬ 
ever,  we  have  a  few  things  to  fay  to  them :  If  you  find 
your  (gives  dull  and  inactive  in  the  ways  of  God,  do  not 
think  of  laying  the  blame  on  the  Spirit  of  God,  faying. 
Ah,  he  is  a  fovereign  !  but  know  this,  that,  if  you  fin 
againft  God,  and  caufe  him  to  withhold  his  kind  influence, 
the  blame  belongs  to  you,  and  not  to  God  ;  and  until  you 
confefs  the  fame  with  brokennefs  of  heart,  you  will  not 
enjoy  the  tokens  of  his  favour.  We  intreat  you  to  take 
care  that  you  grieve  not,  nor  quench  the  Spirit,  but  pray, 
faying,  Awake ,  O  North  JVind !  and  come ,  thou  South  !  blow 
upon  my  garden ,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out :  lei  my 
beloved  come  into  his  garden ,  and  eat  his  pie  of  ant  fruits .* 

Laftly,  It  is  probable  that  this  letter  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  fo  me  who  regard  not  the  operations  of  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  nor  unde rif and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Of 
fuch  perfons,  we  have  one  queftion  to  afk  :  Can  you  lay 
your  hands  upon  your  breafts,  after  having  read  this  letter, 
and  folemnly  declare,  that  it  is  a  general  description  of 
your  fentiments  and  experience  ?  if  not,  you  are  in  the 
gall  of  bitternefs  and  bonds  of  iniquity ;  and,  lhould  God 
djfpatch  his  meflenger,  Death ,  to  fummon  your  fpirits  to 
his  awful  bar,  your  cafe  would  be  defperate  beyond  de- 
fcription  and  remedy.  Confider  how  many  years  God 
hath  fpared  you  !  with  what  mercies  your  lives  have  been 
loaded,  and  how  great  your  obligations  are  to  love  and 
ferve  the  Lord  !  but  your  greateft  obligation  a.rifes  from 
your  living  in  a  gofpel  land,  where  the  trumpet  of  the 
ever lading  gofpel  founds  ;  and  be  allured,  that,  if  you 
perifh  under  thefe  advantages,  your  guilt  will  be  great 
indeed.  But  God  forbid  that  this  letter  fhould  be  a  mean 
of  aggravating  the  punifhment  of  any,  who,  through 
wickednefs  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  rejed  the  counfel  of 
God  againft  themfelves  ? 

But  probably  fome  one  will  be  ready  to  fay,  If.  I  am  an 
enemy  to  God,  this  fevere  method  of  realoning  will  not 
foften  my  mind ;  it  is  like  the  tremendous  wind,  earth¬ 
quake,  and  fire,  which  Elijah  faw,  yet  the  Lord  was  not 
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in  them.  But,  know  you  not  that  we  are  commanded 
to  plow  up  the  fallow  ground,  and  not  to  fow  among 
thorns  ?  Did  not  the  apoftles,  by  the  terrors  of  the  Lord, 
pe'rfuade  men  ?  However,  for  your  encouragement,  we 
are  autho riled  to  tell  you,  that  any  finner,  who  feels  an 
heart  and  inclination  to  come  to  Jefus  Chrift  for  eternal 
life,  in  God’s  own  appointed  way,  is  heartily  welcome, 
and  may  hope  that  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  him ,  which  fa  all  be  performed  until  the  day  of  fefus 
Chrift .*  Hear  the  words  of  Ch rift  :  Him  that  cometh  unto 
me ,  I  will  in  no  wife  cajl  out.  f  And  now,  may  the  Spirit 
of  Truth  follow  thele  few  lines  with  a  divine  blefling. 
-Amen  ! 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Afiembly,  by 

'  JOSEPH  MIDDLETON,  Moderator. 

*  Phil.  i.  6.  f  John  vi.  37. 
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TENTERDEN,  2d  &  OF  JUNE,  I79O. 

Having  experienced  much  of  God’s  goodnefs  through  the 
pair  year,  the  minifters  and  melfengers  of  the  affociated  churches 
met  on  Wednefday  afternoon,  about  three  o’clock,  agreeable 
to  appointment  ;  and,  impreffed  with  gratitude  to  God,  and 
brotherly  love  to  one  another,  the  folemnity  was  begun  with 
prayer  by  Brother  Purdy.  The  names  of  the  miniiters  and 
meffengers  were  called  over,  and  Brother  Middleton  was  chofen 
moderator,  and  Brother  Scott  the  feribe.  The  moderator  then 
read  the  preliminaries  of  the  Affociation  ;  after  which,  the  letters 
from  the  different  churches  were  called  for  and  read  ;  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which,  we  were  happy  to  find,  engaged  us  more  to 
thankfulnefs  than  mourning  ;  for  the  churches  were  (in  general) 
in  poffeflion  of  much  peace  and  harmony,  and  aware  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  and  pernicious  errors  of  the  day.  May  God  preferve 
the  churches  from  every  delufion  ! 

The  church  at  Battle  requeued  the  aflillan.ee  of  the  minifters 
of  the  affociated  churches,  during  the  abfence  of  their  pallor. 
The  church  at  Battle  likewife  propofed  the  following  queftion 
to  confideration,  viz.  How  far  may  the  temporal  concerns  of 
a  church  of  Chrift  be  attended  to  on  the  Lord’s  day  ?  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Stanger,  paftor  of  the  church  at  Beffel’s  Green,  in  Kent, 
propofed  the  church  under  his  care  to  be  a  branch  of  the  A1T0- 
ciation  j  and  it  was  refolded,  that  the  faid  church  be  requefted 
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to  fend  a  letter  to  the  affociated  churches,  at  their  next  meeting* 
declaring  explicitly  their  faith  and  order ;  after  which  our 
brethren.  Smith  and  Butcher,  concluded  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  Divine  worfhip  began  at  feven  o’clock,  by  finging. 
Brother  Farmery,  from  Difs,  in  Norfolk,  who  was  at  this  time 
in  Kent,  colleding  for  his  meeting-houfe,  prayed.  Brother 
Cromwell  preached  from  i  ThefT.  v.  12,  13.  and  Brother  Booker 
concluded  with  prayer. 

Refolved,  that  the  advice  of  the  affociated  minifters  and  mef- 
fengers  to  the  church  at  Battle,  in  anfwer  to  their  queflion,  is  this, 
«  That  the  temporal  concerns  of  a  church  ought  not  to  be 
attended  to  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  except  when  it  be  abfolutely  ne* 
cefTary.” 

Thurfday  morning  met  at  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Atwood  and 
Brother  Parham  prayed.  Brother  Wake,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  circular  letter,  read  the  fame,  which,  being 
approved,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  brethren,  Purdy  and  Vidler,  were  defired  to  draw  up  plans 
•for  an  afiociation-fund,  and  to  lay  them  before  the  next  meeting. 

The  cafe  at  Uckfield  in  SufTex,  and  Difs  in  Norfolk,  were 
voted  to  be  good  cafes,  and  worthy  of  recommendation. 

O11  account  of  the  filence  of  the  church  at  Rotherheld,  the 
AfTociation  confiders  that  church  as  no  longer  x  branch  of  their 
body.  The  moderator  concluded  with  prayer. 

Divine  worfhip  began  at  ten  o’clock.  Brother  Wake  began 
with  prayer.  Brother  Purdy  preached  from  1  ThefT.  iii.  7,  8* 
Brother  Stanger,  after  fuitable  hymns  were  fung,  concluded 
with  prayer. 

•  Letters  were  read  from  the  Charleftown  AfTociation  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  Mefirs.  Lloyd,  Copping,  Purdy, 
Atwood,  Vidler,  and  Middleton,  fhould  compofe  a  committee 
©f  correfpondence. 

Brother  Atwood  propofed  the  following  queflion  to  the  AfToci- 
ation,  viz.  Whether  any  matter  refpedling  church  government, 
can  be  received  by  this  AfTociation  from  any  church  not  belong* 
ing  to  it  ?  Anfwered  in  the  negative. 

Refolved,  That  the  next  AfTociation  be  held  at  Rye,  on  Wed- 
nefday  and  Thurfday  in  the  Whitfun-week.  Brother  Lloyd  to 
introduce  the  bufmefs  of  the  AfTociation,  in  a  fuitable  difeourfe. 

Brother  Wake  and  Brother  Copping  to  preach  on  Thurfday ; 
and,  in  cafe  of  failure,  the  brethren  Vidler  and  Middleton. 
Brother  Lloyd  to  draw  up  the  circular  letter.  Put  up  at 
the  George. 

State  of  the  Affociated  Churches  : 

Baptized  -  -  -  43 

Received  by  letter  -  3  46 
DifmifTed  -  -  -  2 
Excluded  -  -  -  12 

Dead  -  -  -  -  11  25 

Lnereafe  -  -  -  -  z\ 
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THE  WESTERN  LETTER, 

ON  TRUTH  AND  ERROR. 

The  Elders,  Minifters,  and  Meffengers,  of  the  feveral  BaptiH 
Churches,  meeting  at  Falmouth,  Chacewater ,  Plymouth  Dock , 
Plymouth,  Kingjbridge.  Bovey  Tracey,  Exon,  Tiverton,  Lyme , 
Loughwood,  Prej'cott,  IVellington  ;  Pit  hay  and  Broadmead,  Brif- 
tol,  and  Thornbury.  Having  received  letters  alfo  from  Port f- 
mouth,  Sarum,  Bratton ,  Melkjham,  Caine,  Bradford ,  Crocker - 
ton,  Frame,  Paulton,  Cheltenham,  Horfey,  Wotton,  Grittleton , 
Sodhury,  Bridgewater,  Hatch,  Chard,  Horfngton ,  V pottery, 
Stoke-Gomer ,  Cullurnptcn,  and  Bampton  : 

Beingmet  in  affociation  at  Plymouth,  Afayi$,  26,  1790, 

To  the  feveral  Churches  they  reprefent,  fend  Chriftian 
falutation  : 

Dear  Brethren  : 

BEING  once  more  permitted  to  meet  together,  and 
having  confidered  the  accounts  received  from  the 
feveral  churches  in  this  connection,  it  is  with  pleafurewe 
inform  you,  that  many  of  them  have  had  additions,  and 
fome  of  them  very  confiderable.  This,  amidff  the  many 
trials  and  cares  we  are  called  to  encounter,  has  given  us 
joy,  and  afforded  us  matter  for  much  thankhilnefs  :  never- 
thelefs,  we  cannot  but  with  real  forrow,  and  the  deepaff 
concern,  behold  the  rapid  ftrides  that  error  is  making  in 
this  our  day  of  fplendid  profellion  :  and  though,  brethren, 
we  are  perfuaded  better  things  of  you,  yet  we  think  it 
needful  to  write  unto  you,  and  to  exhort  you  earneftly  to 
contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints.  To 
this  end,  we  pray  you  to  remember  the  hole  of  the  pit 
from  whence  you  were  digged — to  remember  the  deplor¬ 
able  condition  of  the  human  race  in  aftate  of  nature, 

“  Sprung  from  the  man,  whofe  guilty  fall 
“  Corrupts  his  race,  and  taints  us  all.” 

This  declaration  of  that  pious  divine,  and  fweet  finger  of 
Ifrael,  Dr.  Watts,  muff  be,  more  or  lefs,  the  experi¬ 
mental  language  of  every  regenerate  foul. 

There  are  two  benefits  which  naturally  fpring  from 
this  confideration,  viz.  The  knowledge  of  our  own  ftate  ; 
and  a  proper  view  of  the  moving,  meritorious,  and  effi¬ 
cient  caufe  of  our  falvation. 
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By  reflecting  properly  on  the  fall,  we  (hall  be  led  to  fee 
that,  through  our  nrft  parents’  difobedience,  man  became 
obnoxious  to  the  juftice  of  God  ;  for  the  fcriptures  declare 
all  have  finned  in  him.  But  this  is  not  the  only  evil  that 
Adam,  our  federal  head,  brought  upon  us  ;  we  have, 
like  wife,  derived  from  him  a  corrupted  nature;  through 
the  influence  of  which,  we  became  practically  unrighte¬ 
ous,  and  confequently  abtual  tranfgreffors  before  God. 
This  is  the  awful  flcate  of  every  foil  and  daughter  of  Adam ; 
for  God  himfelf  declares,  All  are  gone  out  of  the  zvay ;  there 
is  none  righteous ,  no  not  one.  Hence  it  appears,  that  man, 
by  nature,  lias  neither  power  nor  inclination  to  deliver 
himfelf  from  the  miferable  flats  into  which  his  guilt  has 
plunged  him  ;  and  the  fcripture  declares,  that  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law ,  there  Jhall  no  flefh  be  jufifed  in  the  fight  of  God. 
Rom.  iii.  20.  This  being  properly  confidered,  the  foul 
will  be  led  to  look  further  than  felf  for  deliverance;  and 
the  favourite  cry  of  the  day  tc  Do,  and  live  !”  will  be 
exploded  ;  he  will  exclaim  with  Paul,  Thanks  be  to  God 
for  his  unfpeakable  gift  !  Blefjed  be  the  God  and  Father  of 
Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl!  who  hath  biejfed  us  with  allfpiritual 
blejfings  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrijl  ;  according  as  he  hath 
chofen  us  in  him ,  before  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  that  we 
Jhould  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love  ;  having 
Jredefl  inated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus  Chrijl 
to  himfelf  according  to  the  good  pic  a  fur  e  of  his  will.  Eph.  i. 
3,  4,  5. — and  will  fay,  with  the  lame  Apoflde  in  another 
place,  JVho  hath  faved  us ,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling , 
not  according  to  our  works ,  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe' 
and  grace ,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrijl  Jefus  before  the 
world  began.  2  Tim.  i.  9. 

With  thefe  views,  God  will  be  honoured,  and  the 
afflicled  confluence  comforted ;  the  lbul  will  catcli  the 
flame  of  heavenly  love,  from  the  free  love  of  the  Father, 
in  chufing,  and  in  giving  Chrift  to  fuffe-rand  die  for  guilty 
help  lefs  hnners  ;  and  faith,  looking  to  a  crucified  Chrifl, 
will  produce  genuine  repentance  in  the  foul,  agreeable  to 
the  promife  mace  of  old,  Zec.xii.  10.  They  Jhall  look  upon  me 
whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  Jhall  mourn ,  Gfc.  Thus  the 
foul,  lanctined  through  the  truth,  will  experience  the 
happy  fulfilment  of  that  precious  prornife  made  by  the 
Re  .jem  er,  John  viii.  32.  And  ye  Jhall  know  the  truth ,  and 
the  truth  fall  make  you  free.  If  the  Son ,  therefore ,  Jhall 
make  you  free,  ye  Jhall  be  free  indeed,  lienee  God  will  have 
all  the  praife  and  glory,  both  as  the  redeemer  and  fanbtifier 
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of  his  people;  and  the  foul,  enjoying  the  inestimable  IjI ef¬ 
fing  of  union  with  Chrift,  will  find  faith  more  or  lefs  in 
exercife,  going  out  in  the  workings  of  divine  love,  leading 
him  to  glorify  God  by  a  life  of  evangelical  ooedience  ;  he 
will  not  defer  his  coming  to  Chrift  ;  will  not  tarry  to  blow 
up  the  fparks  of  affection  011  the  altar  of  felf-righteoufnefs, 
in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  for  acceptance.  All  true  be¬ 
lievers  who  know  Chrift,  the  fountain  or  lire  and  grace, 
will  come  to  him  empty,  confcious  they  have  nothing  to 
bring,  but  weaknefs,  guilt,  and  mifery  ;  and,  as  he  has 
ordained  peace  for  them,  he  will  therefore  work  all  their 
works  in  them  ;  for,  it  is  Goe  that  worketh  effectually  in 
them  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.  Phil.  ii. 
13.  and  his  providences^  word,  and  fpirit,  diredt  all  their 
fteps.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  23.  In  this  view  of  evangelical 
truth,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  an  holy  walk  and  converfation 
is  connected  with  a  true  faith  in  Chrift,  as  the  fruit  and 


effect  of  union  with  him;  when,  the  tree  is  made  good,  the 
fruit,  will  be  good  alfo,  Matt.  vii.  17*  Believers  are 
fubjets  of  fpecial  grace  :  Chrift,  through  the  agency  of 
the  eternal  fpirit,  is  formed  in  them  the  hope  of  glory; 
confequently  fin  cannot  have  the  dominion  over  inch 
characters,  for  they  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace,  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  if  we  attend  to  the  voice  of 
inspiration,  we  {hall  find  this  to  be  the  great  end  propefed 
by  God  in  chufing  to  himfelf  a  people  :  lienee,  his  language 
concerning  them  is,  This  people  have  1 for  /tied  for  myfelf  they 
fall  few  forth  my  praife ,  Ifa.  xliii.  21.  i  his  fame  view 
the  apoftle  Peter  maintained  -in  his  addrefsto  the  Pattered 
Chriftians,  1  Pet.  ii.  9.  But  ye  are  a  chofen  generation , 
a  royal  prieflhood,  an  holy  nation ,  a  peculiar  people ;  that  ye 
Jhould  few  forth  the  praife  s  of  him  veho  hath  called  you  out  of 
'  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light :  And  like  wile  St.  Paul, 
in  hisepiftle  to  the  Ephefians,  who  having  particularly 
infilled  on  the  rich  mercy  of  God,  and  the  great  love 
wherewith  he  loved  thern,  even  when  they  were  dead  in 
fins,  chap.  ii.  4,  5.  tells  them,  verfe  the  xoth,  1  hat  they 
were  God’s  workmanftiip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unco 
good  works, '  which  God  had  before  ordained  that  they 
ihould  walk  in  them.  And  addreffing  nimlelf  to  his  fon 
Titus,  he  exhorts  him  to  fpeak  the  things  winch  became- 
found  doctrine,  and  to  enforce  different  duties  on  various 
characters  in  their  refpeefive  Nation's  ;  for  he  faith,  chap, 
ii.  ii,  Ac-  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  falvaiion ,  teacheth 
us  that ,  denying  ungodhnfs  and  worldly  luffs ,  we  Jhould  live 
foberly-)  right  ecu fiy  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world :  looking'  Jor 
: .  •  d  4  "  that 
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that  bleffedhope ,  <3776?  ^  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  Gof 
and  our  Saviour  Jejus  Chrift ,  who  gave  himfelf for  us,  thud 
he  might  redeem  us  from  all  inquity ,  purify  unto  himfelf 

a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

We  would  therefore  lay,  brethren,  our  hearts  define  and 
prayer  to  God  for  you  all  is,  that  you  may  be  enabled,  by 
your  pious  conduct  and  good  converfation,  fo  to  make  mani- 
feft  your  union  with  Chrift,  and  faith  in  him,  that  we, 
whom  the  Lord  hath  placed  in  his  Church  as  under  Ihep- 
herds  may  with  pleafure  fay,  We  are  bound  to  give  thanks 
always  to  God,  for  you,  brethren,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  becaufe 
God  hath  from  the  beginning  chofen  you  to  falvation,  through 
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We  are  then  perluaded,  brethren,  you  will  fee  it  to  be  both 
your  duty  and  privilege  to  guard  again#  two  errors  in  par¬ 
ticular,  which  in  our  day  prevail  among  perfons  profeffing 
godlinefs. 

The  firft  is  the  leaven  of  Arminianifm,  which,  by 
aiTerting  and  maintaining  a  power  in  the  creature  either 
to  receive  or  rejedf  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and  infilling  on 
certain  qualifications,  fuchas  repentance,  love,  good  frames, 
and  holy  difpofitions  prior  to  juftification,  difteminates 
around  the  feeds  of  popery,  denies  the  plebting  love  of  the 
Father,  the  finilhed  work  of  the  Son,  and  the  powerful 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  the  feriptures  declare 
to  be  irrefiftible;  and,  by  denying  the  perfeverance  of  the 
faints,  gives  God  himfelf  the  lie,  who  declares,  that  where 
he  has  begun  the  good  work,  he  will  perform  it  until  the 
day  of  Jems  Chrift.  Phil.  1.  6.  and  that  none  fnall  pluck 
his  fheep  out  of  his  hands;  it  makes  God  unrighteous,  in 
permitting  thofe  to  perifti,  for  whom  his  juftice  has  re¬ 
ceived  full  fatisfadtion.  As  thefe  are  but  a  few  of  the  many 
evils  which  llow  from  Arminianifm,  we  exhort  you, 
brethren,  to  beware  of  this  pernicious  dodlrine:  ftand  fall 
in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  you  free,  and 
be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage. 

But  a  fecond  error,  of  which  we  have  too  much  caufe. 
to  complain,  is  the  baneful  and  pernicious  poifon  of 
Antinomianifm.  We  would  not  here  be  underftood  to  refer 
to  that  doefrine,  which  maintains  juftification  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  deeds  of  the  law,  as  a  free  aeft  of  God’s 
divine  fovereignty  and  love,  founded  on  the  perfect:  atone¬ 
ment  and  obedience  of  Chrift,  and  made  manifeft  to  us 
through  the  effectual  operations  of  the  Eternal  Spirit, which 
through  enmity  or  ignorance  has  been  branded  with  thi 
epithet;  but  we  would  be  underftood  to  fpeak  of  tha 
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horrid  doctrine  which  makes  God  the  author  of  tin,  by 
charging  it  on  his  abfolute  decrees  ; and  the  minifter  of  fin, 
by  denying  the  fan&ification  of  the  Spirit,  and  fubftituting 
the  holinefs  of  Chrift  as  imputed  for  our  fanCHftcation  ;  and 
which  further  afferts,  that  God  does  not  punifh  or  chaften 
his  people  for  fin,  though  he  exprefly  declares  the  contrary 
in  his  holy  word.  Thus  the  advocates  for  Antinomianiim 
turn  the  doCfrine  of  the  grace  of  God  into  licentioufnefs  5 
and  fo  far  as  they  hold  truth,  hold  it  in  unrighteoufnefs, 
and  thereby  bring  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  into 
difefteem.  T.  he  pernicious  influence  this  doCtrme  hath 
upon  the  mind,  too  evidently  appears  in  the  lives  of  its 
profeffors  3  therefore,  brethren,  we  befeech  you  to  flee 
from  this  growing  evil.  Contend  earneftly  for  the  power 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  for  the  effects  and  eviaences  of  union 
with  Chrift  through  fanCHfication  and  holinefs,  without 
which  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord;  for  if  any  man  nave  not 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his. 

But  there  is  yet  another  error,  againft  which  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  guard  you,  which  in  its  confequences,  if 
received,  will  prove  as  pernicious  as  either  of  the  former 
we  mean  a  denying  tne  Divinity  of  Jeius  Chrift  ;  foi  if 
Chrift  be  not  a  divine  perfon,  poffeffing  all  fulnefsof  deity, 
then  his  death,  refurreCtion  and  afcenhon,  aie  renuered  of 
none  effeCt,  the  Golpel  is  amere  jumble  of  inconliftencies, 
a  heap  of  flat  contradictions,  and  the  whole  race  of  Adam 
are  yet  in  their  fins  ;  for,  with  the  atonement  01  Chrift, 
which  could  only  be  rendered  efncacious  by  nis  divinity, 
our  prefent  and  future  happinefs  ftands  connected  and 
fecured  ;  therefore  Paul’s  language  to  the  Corinthians  was, 
I  am  determined,  to  know  nothing  among  you,  fave  fefas 
Chrift  and  him  crucified.  He  could  not  intend  by  this 
expreflion,  that  Chrift  fuftered  as  a  martyr,  and  died  only 
to  feal  the  truth  of  his  doCtrine  with  his  blood;  but  un¬ 
doubtedly  meant  what  he  affirms  in  others  places  of  his 
infpired  Epiftles,  that  Chrift  died  _  a  fa crifice  for  us,  died 
for  our  fins ,  and  rofe  again  for  our  juftijication :  was  made  fin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  Jin  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  right e- 
oufnefs  of  God  in  him ,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  And  that  by  making 
his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he  became  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  oelieveth.  i  his 
doCdrine  of  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  which  cannot  be 
fupported  without  his  divinity, is  connected  with  and  deeply 
concerned  in  all  our  graces,  duties,  and  piiviieges. 

If  we  fpeak  of  faith,  repentance,  love,^  hope,  prayer, 

praife,.  or  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God  and  Chi  iff, 
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thefe  all  fall  to  the  ground  ;  they  are  of.no  confequence 
to  us,  unlefs  founded  on  the  divinity  and  atonement  of 
Chrift.  Our  faith  cannot  avail  us,  if  it  does  not  reft  here. 
Hence  Paul  fays,  God  hath  Jet  forth  his  Son  to  be  a  propitia¬ 
tion  for  fin ,  through  faith  in  his  blood.  Our  hatred  to  fin* 
and  repentance  for  it,  is  built  on  this  dodlrine ;  .and  the 
Apoftles  have  ufed  this  as  the  chief  argument  for  that 
purpofe  in  all  their  writings.  Does  not  our  love  as  flowing 
from  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  centre  here?  Yea,  does 
not  alfo  our  hope  depend  on  the  death  and  refurredtion  of 
Chrift  ? — Surely  it  does. 

Hence  the  Apoftle  fays,  Rom,  v.  5.  Hope  maketh  us  not 
ajhamed ,  becanfe  the  love  of  God  is  jhed  abroad  in  our  hearts 
by  the  Holy  Ghojl ,  which  is  given  unto  us.  For  when  we 
were  yet  without  Jlrength^  indue  time  Chrift  died  for  the  un¬ 
godly  ,  and  our  accefs  to  God,  by  prayer  and  praife,  is  only 
through  this  medium,  Heb.  x.  19.  Having  therefore , 
brethren ,  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  ofJefus 
&c.  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart ,  in  full  ajfurance  of 
faith ,  having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience , 
See.  This  the  Apoftle  calls  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus. 
Our  obedience  to  his  ordinances  refts  on  this  dodfcrine  of 
Chrift’s  atonement ;  we  are  commanded  to  break  the 
bread,  and  take  the  cup  at  the  Lord’s  table  in  remembrance 
of  it.  And  the  ordinance  of  Raptifm  has  the  fame  bafis 
this  it  was  meant  to  fhadow  forth, and  was  therefore  ordered 
to  be  adminiftered  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  as  well  as  the 
Father  and  Spirit.  Moreover,  all  the  promifes  made  to 
men  refpedfing  pardon  of  fin,  juftification,  acceptance  with 
God,  fandfification,  peace  of  confcience,  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  anfwefis  to  prayer,  and  all  prefent  enjoyments,  as 
well  as  future  glory,  flow  freely  through  this  channel — 
the  divinity  and  atonement  of  Chrift. 

Suffer  then,  brethren,  the  word  of  exhortation:  examine 
yourfelves,  fearch  the  Scriptures,  for  in  them  you  have 
the  mind  and  will  of  God  relative  both  to  your  faith  and 
practice.  W  e  affectionately  fympathize  with  you  in  your 
afflidtions,and  mourn  for  the  late  breaches  made  in  churches 
and  familes  by  bereaving  providences;  but  who  can  fay  to 
the  Almighty,  What  doeft  thou?  He  taketh  away,  and 
who  can  hinder?  Yet  remember,  beloved, though  friends 
and  ininifters  die,  and  earthly  comforts  fail,  your  Re¬ 
deemer  liveth,  he  is  King  in  Zion,  the  government  is 
upon  his  fhoulders,  he  is  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble; 
whatever  he  is  pleafed  to  deprive  you  of,  he  allures  you, 

•  that 
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that  he  will  never  take  away  his  loving  kindnefs  from 
you,  nor  fuffer  his  faithfulnefs  to  fail  \  for  he  hath  faid,  l 
will  never  leave  thee ,  nor  forfake  thee.  Heb.  xiii.  5* 

And  now,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to 
the  word  of  his  grace  :  may  you  be  found  with  your  lamps 
trimmed,  and  oil  in  your  veffels,  looking  for  and  expell¬ 
ing  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jeius  v^hnit  ;  for  unto  them 
that  look  for  him,  fhall  he  appear  the  fecona  time,  with¬ 
out  fin,  unto  falvation.  In  the  mean  time,  fnat  God  may- 
help  you  to  adorn  the  dodlrine  01  your  Saviour  in  ail 
things,  walking  as  children  of  the  light,  to  the  praife  and 
glory  of  him,  who  hath  favedyou  and  called  you  witn  an 
holy  calling,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  brother. 

In  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Gofpel, 

PHILIP  GIBES. 


Signed  alfo,  on  behalf  of  the  Afiembly,  by 
the  Moderator, 

C.  EVANS. 

Plymouth,  May  26,  179°' 


BREVI  ATES. 

TUESDAY  afternoon.  May  25,  met  at  fix.  Brother  Redding 
began  in  prayer ;  the  preliminaries  were  read ;  brother  Evans, 
of^Briftol,  was  chofen  moderator  ;  the  letters  from  the  churches 
were  read,  minutes  taken,  and  the  fervice  concluded  in  prayer 
by  our  brother  Dunn,  at  nine. 

Wednefday  morning.  May  26,  met  at  feven.  Oar  brethren 
Thomas  of  Prefect,  Hugh  Giles,  jofeph  Dawfon,  and  Norman, 

pad  ten  met  again.  Our  brother  Sprague  prayed. 
The  moderator  preached  from  2  Cor.  iv.  5.  We  preach  not 
c mf elves ,  but  Chrijl  Jefus  the  Lord.  Brother  Penn  concluded- 
in  prayer. 

Met  again  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  Hugh  Giles 
prayed.  Our  Brother  Tommas,  of  Brillol,  preached  from  Ezeic, 
xliii.  12.  This  is  the  law  op  the  houje  ;  upon  the  top  oj  the  moun¬ 
tain,  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about  jhall  be  mofi  holy  :  behold 
this  is  the  law  of  the  honfe.  Brother  Tommas  prayed,  the  circu¬ 
lar  letter  prepared  by  our  brother  Gibbs  was  read,  and  the  public 
affembly  difmiffed  with  the  ufual  benediction  at  fix. 

The  minifters  and  meiTengers  then  fettled  the  bufmefs  of  the 
affociation  fund,  and  other  matters  that  came  before  them; 
and  at  feven  the  Moderator  clofed  the  whole  with  prayer. 


prayed. 

At  half 


It 


6o 


BUEVIATES. 


It  was  earneflly  recommended  by  one  of  the  churches,  that 
a  caution  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  general  letter  againlt  haftily 
admitting  minifters  to  preach  in  the  churches,  whole  characters 
are  dubious,  or  but  little  known,  as  the  peace  of  many  churches 
has  been  thereby  deftroyed,  and  many  evil  confequences  arifen. 
The  very  mention  of  fuch  a  needful  and  falutary  piece  of  advice 
is  judged  fufficient,  as  it  carries  with  it,  to  every  conliderate 
mind,  its  own  recommendation. 

The  following  letter,  received  laft  year  from  Granville  Sharp, 
Efq.  was  read,  and  a  third  benefaction  of  five  guineas  was  voted 
to  the  treafurer  of  the  truly  honourable  committee  for  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  as  a  further  teftimony  of  our  high 
approbation  of  their  zealous  efforts  to  obtain  the  removal  of 
fo  great  an  evil. 

Rev.  Sir,  Lsadenhall  Street,  London ,  'July  I  I,  rySp. 

HAVING  communicated  the  refolution  of  the  Wellern  Baptift 
Affociation  at  Horfley,  dated  3d  and  4th  ult.  to  the  committee 
of  the  fociety  for  effecting  the  abolition  of  the  have  trade, 
I  received  their  directions  to  requell  that  you  will  be  pleafed 
toacquaint  that  affociation,  that  their  approbation  of  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  this  committee,  and  their  fo  hearty  concurrence  with 
11s  in  the  purpofes  of  our  inftitution,  affords  very  great  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  committee,and  encouragement  to  their  fteady  perfeverance : 
and  they  alio  defire  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  fecond 
fubfcription  from  the  affociation,  of  five  guineas,  which  has 
been  received  by  the  treafurer  of  this  committee. 

I  am,  with  great  refpedt. 

Rev.  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

GRANVILLE  SHARP, 

Rev.  Mr.  Horjey,  Chair /nan. 

Moderator  of  the  We  fern  B  apt  if  Affociation. 

At  Hcrfey,  Glcucefcrjhirs. 

Agreed,  To  recommend  to  the  churches  a  monthly  meeting 
of  prayer,  the  firfl  Monday  evening  in  every  month,  for  the  pour¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  promifed  bleffings  of  the 
latter  day  ;  and  Mr  Jonathan  Edwards’s  Sermons  on  that  Subject, 
reprinted  lately,  and  fold  by  Mr.  Button,  Newington-Caufeway, 
London,  price  nine-pence  only;  in  which  fuch  a  meeting  is 
ftrongly  enforced,  and  which  has  already  been  adopted,  not 
only  by  two  of  our  own  aflociations,  but  by  many  other  minifters 
and  churches  of  different  denominations.  The  fervent  effectual 
prayers  of  the  righteous  avail  much. 

Agreed.  To  hold  the  next  affociation  at  Wooton-Under  Edge, 
Gloucefterfhire,  Tuefday  and  Wednefaay  in  the  Whitfun-week, 
to  begin  at  three  precifely  on  T uefday.  Our  brethren,  Birt  of 
Plymouth  Dock,  and  Day  of  Wellington,  to  preach  the  fermons; 
or,  in  cafe  of  failure,  our  brother  Kingdom.  Our  brother  Sprague 
to  prepare  the  circular  letter. 

In 
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In  the  Associated  Churches,  the  lallyear,  there  were 

Dead  -  -  -  46 

Difmified  -  -  -  -  4 


Baptized  -  -  -  166 

Received  by  Letter  -  10 

Reilored,  •  -  -  -  -  3 


Increafe 


179 


Excluded 


u9 


10 


60 


:ce. , 


AN  ACCOUNT 


o  r 


THE  ASSOCIATION 


I  N 


NORFOLK  A N D  SUFFOLK 


TO  THE  REV.  JOHN  RIPPON. 

Rev.  Sir  :  Ring fls  all. 

I  RECEIVED  your’s,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  form 
a  judgment  of  your  intended  Regifter  by  the  propofals 
you  fent  me,  I  do  approve  of  it,  and  wifh  to  promote  it 
to  the  utter  mo  ft  of  my  power.  And,  Sir,  according  to 
your  requeft,  I  dial!  give  you  the  heft  information  I  can 
of  the  feveral  churches  of our  denomination  in  Norfolk. 
and  Suffolk.  Thefe  churches  in  affociation,  are  fix :  viz.. 

Worjlead  in  Norfolk :  this  church  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  many  years  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  worthy, 
laborious,  ufeful,  and  aged  iervant  of  God,  Mr.  Edward 
Trivett ;  this  is  the  largeft  and  the  molt  ancient  of  the 
whole,  and  is  in  a  flourifhing  condition.  i  he  next  to 
this,  is  fituate  at 

Claxton  in  Norfolk :  and  is  at  prefent  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Henry  Utting,  a  very  aged  and  infirm  difciple  of 
Jefus  :  this  church  is  but  final  1  in  number,  though  very 
refpeclable.  The  next  of  thefe  churches  meets  for  the 
worfhip  of  God,  at 

Shelf b anger,  but  formerly  at  Rufoall  in  Norfolk ,  and  is 
under  the  paftoral  care  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smich:  this  is 
but  fmall,  and  by  reafon  of  fome  trials  which  they  have 
met  with,  is  apparently  upon  t  he  decline.  The  laft  of 
thefe  Norfolk  churches  in  aftbeiation,  is  fituate  at 

Great  Yarmouth ,  under  the  paftoral  care  of  Mr.  Jabez 
Browne,  a  very  judicious  and  humble  fervant  of  Jefus 
Chrift:  this  church  is  not  large,  but,  through  a  divine, 
blefling  upon  the  labours  of  their  prefent  mmifter,  appears 
to  be  in  a  flourifhing  and  increaiing  condition. 


There 
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There  are  but  two  churches  of  our  denomination  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk  :  the  firft  is  fituate  at 

Ipfwich ,  formerly  at  Wool verff one,  a  parifh  about  four 
miles  diftant  from  Jpfwich,  at  this  time  under  the  paftoral 
care  of  Mr.  George  Hall,  and  is  very  refpedlable.  This 
people  were  formerly  a  branch  of  Colchefter,  under  the 
paftoral  care  of  Mr.  John  Rootfey;  but,  after  his  death, 
they  embodied  together  as  a  feparate'  church,  as  far  as 
I  can  recoiled!:,  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  chofe  for 
their  paftor  Mr.  Samuel  Sowden,  who  laboured  amongft 
them  in  his  Mailer’s  work  about  ftxteen  years,  and  was 
then  removed  by  death,  I  doubt  not,  to  the  Church  Trium¬ 
phant, —much  rei  peeled  and  lamented  by  all  the  churches 
with  which  he  was  connedfed.  The  laft  of  theie  affoci- 
ated  churches  is  that  at 

JVcftiiJham ,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  \  and  is  under  the 
paftoral  care  of  him  who  is  leaft  of  faints,  and  chief  of 
finners,  John  Hitchcock.  This  church,  from  a  very  final! 
beginning,  was  feparately  embodied  in  the  year  1763.  In 
the  fame  year,  the  church  chofe  and  ordained  the  above- 
named  John  Hitchcock  to  be  their  under-fhepherd  ;  who 
has  continued  according  to  his  poor  abilities  to  this  day, 
not,  he  hopes,  without  the  divine  blefting,  and  fame  fuc- 
cefs  in  fpreading  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  and  intereft. 
A  prayer-meeting  of  three  perfons,  was  followed  with 
the  baptifm  of  twenty-eight,  who  formed  themfelves  into 
a  church,  and  have  fince  greatly  increafed.  Not  unto 
me,  but  unto  the  Lord’s  name,  be  the  glory  ! 

The  firft  affociation  of  thefe  churches  was  in  the  year 
1769  ;  our  laft  meeting  was  held  at  Worftead  in  1790. 
But,  Sir,  I  would  inform  you,  though  there  are  but  two 
Baptift  churches  in  Suffolk,  yet  there  are  feveral  befide 
thofe  in  affociation  with  us,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ^ 
as  Norwich ,  Lynn ,  Elden ,  and  one  not  long  fince  planted 
at  DifS)  where  Mr.  Charles  Farmery  is  lately  fettled. 

This,  Sir,  is  only  a  fhort  and  imp er feci  account  of 
things  :  I  have  not  fucli  materials,  at  prefent,*  as  would 
have  enabled  me  to  have  given  a  more  full  and  perfedl 
one. — Pleafe  to  fend  me  thirty  copies  of  the  Regifter, 
and  I  will  remit  you  the  money  directly. 

I  remain  your  Servant  and  Brother, 

In  the  bonds  of  the  Gofpel, 

JOHN  HITCHCOCK. 

*  Since  the  above  has  been  written,  Mr.  Hitchcock  hasbeen  fo  good  at 
to  intimate  a  defign  of  favouring  the  Regiiiei  with  a  more  copious  account 
of  the  churches  in  this  connection, 
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^1'^HE  Brethren  belonging  to  this  ancient  AfTociation, 
1 1  now  and  then  have  printed  their  Letters;  but  no 
one  has  appeared  for  the  year  1790. 

This  union  confiffs  of  feven  churches  ;  which,  from 
their  fituation,  are  called  The  Eajlern  and  TVeJiern 
diftricfs. 

THE  EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

CHBKCHES.  .  COUNTIES.  ,  PASTORS. 

Hamllerly  \  Durham ,  Charles  Whitefeld. 

Rowley  S  Ditto,  S  John  Rofs. 

Newcaftle  upon  T yne  ^  Northumberland,  \ 


THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT. 


Broughton 
Whitehaven 
Hawks-head  Hill 
^Fottlebank 


^  Cumberland 
S  Ditto, 

^  Lancajkire, 

S  Ditto, 


^  Jacob  Hutton. 

S  William  Graham. 

S 

S  Thomas  Harbottle. 


It  is  propofed,  that  thefe  churches  fhall  have  an  annual 
aflbciation  in  the  month  of  June  in  each  diflribt  alter¬ 
nately;  the  churches  in  whole  diflridt  it  is  not,  to  meet 
a  month  before  by  their  Miniflers  and  Meffengers,  and 
to  depute  one  Minifter  at  leaf!,  to  carry  their  letters,  and 
reprefent  them  all  in  the  general  aflbciation  for  that  year; 
diftance  of  fituation  is  mentioned  as  the  principal  reafon 
of  this  plan,  and  it  is  prefumed  that  the  communion  of 
thefe  churches  may  be  thus  maintained,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  an  aflbciation  enjoyed. 

An  accurate  account  of  this  aflbciation  from  the  year 
1699,  is  come  to  hand,  drawn  up  for  the  Regifter  by 
Brother  Charles  Whitefield,  of  Hani/lejiy,  conkfling  of 
above  feventy  dole  pages  in  quarto. 


THE 


— 


-T.7T 


(  64  ) 

THE  WELSH  LETTER,* 

ON  CHURCH  DISCIPLINE: 


The  Mmifters  and  Meffengers  of  the  fevefal  Churches  of  Jefus 
Clirift,  in  South  and  North  Wales,  owning  the  only  true  God, 
viz.  the  Scripture  Trinity,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  in 
union  infeparable,  yet  diftinguifhable  ;  holding  Kkewife  faith, 
before  baptifm ;  the  major  part  praftiftng  the  laying-on  of 
liands  on  the  baptized  ;  all  holding  that  the  Rsble  is  our 
perfeA  rule  ;  and  our  belief  refpefting  its  truths  is  to  .be  feen, 
partly  in  the  ConfeiTion  of  Faith  ufually  mentioned,  and  alio 
in  our  fermons  and  religious  praftices  :  Met  in  affociation  at 
Dolau,  in  the  county  of  Radnor,  June  8,  9,  &  10,  1790. 


To  the  feveral  Churches  we  reprefent.  Greeting. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

S  it  is  the  laft  time  you  are  to  be  fainted  in  this  manner,f 
we  with  affectionately  to  animate  you  to  hold  fait  the 
faithful  word,  and  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace  :  with  a  view  to  this  end,  we  judged  it  meet  to  put  into 
your  hands,  this  year,  the  following  directions,  with  a  defire 
that  you  may  retain  them  in  your  hearts.  They  are 

Some  articles  relatingTo  Church  Difcipline,  briefly  difeuffed, 
and  dcflgned  to  aflift  the  difciples  of  Chrift  to  know  their  duty 
and  privilege  ;  and  that  all  the  Baptift  churches  in  Wales  may 
under  hand  how  to  walk  by  the  fame  rule,  and  mind  the  fame 
things  concerning  difcipline,  fo  far  as  they  fee  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  to  agree  with  the  wholefome  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chriff,  and  the  doftrine  which  is  according  to  godlinefs, 

1 .  Let  us  conflder  what  a  church  is  according  to  the  Scripture. 
FirjL  It  denotes  all  God’s  eleft,  Heb.  xii.  23. — all  that  are 
redeemed  by  Chriff,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Matt.  xvi.  18.  Eph.  v. 
25,  26,  27,  32. — beloved  of  God,  and  called  to  be  faints,  Rom. 
l.  7.  In  this  fenfe  we  call  it  the  inVifihle  church,  not  known 
unto  the  world.  1  John  iii.  1. 

Secondly,  A  congregation  of  profeffing  people,  as  a  nation  ; 
fo  Ifrael,  according  to  the  flefli,  were  accounted  a  church, — 
A  Sts  vii.  38. 

Thirdly ,  A  congregation  of  perfons  under  the  New  Teffament, 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  profeffing  faith  in  Chrift,  and  repentance  to¬ 
wards  God  ;  as  the  church  at  Jerufaleni,  at  Corinth,  and  the 
feven  churches  of  Afta.  In  this  fenfe,  good  and  bad  conftitute 


*  Contrary  to  the  original  defign,  this  letter  is  fomevvhat  abridged,  and 
in  two  or  three  places  a  little  altered  firice  it  was  tranflated,  hut  the  Bre- 
viates  of  the  Affociation  are  given  at  length. 

•f-  They  were  no  longer  to  meet  as  one  Affociation,  but  this  year 
\  became  thxee.  BmTom 
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.the  church  Mat.  xiii.  47,  48.  and  xxii  10.  Some  fboliili  virgins 
are  among  the  wife  ;  and  fome  unprofitable  fervants,  without  the 
wedding  garment,  but  the  profeiTed  order,  by  which  they  came 
into  the  church,  is  this ;  they  hrft  gave  their  ownfelves  unto  the 
Lord,  then  to  his  church,  2  Cor.  viii.  5.  In  this  view  we  call 
it,  a  vifible  church. 

2.  It  has  been,  and  ftill  is,  neceffary  to  have  officers  in  every 

church,  A6ls  xiv.  23.  (1)  Elders  or  minivers,  to  preach  the 

word,  and  adr  milter  ordinances.  (2)  It  is  convenient  alfo  to 
have  other  elders,  as  helps,  to  preferve  due  order,  1  Cor.  xii.  28. 
(3)  Deacons  are  likewife  neceffary  in  the  church,  1  Tim.  iii.  8. 
&c.  to  ferve  tables.  Acts  vi.  2,  3.  to  fee  that  the  ox  which  tread- 
eth  out  the  corn  be  not  muzzled,  1  Cor.  ix.  9,  10.  and  that  the 
poor  are  not  negle&ed.  The  qualifications  of  the  officers  fhould 
be  according  to  the  Scripture,  1  Tim,  iii.  1.  &c.  and  their  num¬ 
ber  according  to  the  number  and  extent  of  the  church. 

3.  It  is  proper  that  the  members  of  a  church  fhould  bind  them- 
felves  to  the  Lord,  and  to  each  other,  by  covenant.  We  often 
find  that  the  people  of  Ifrael  entered  into  covenant,  and  bound 
themfelves  by  vows,  Deut.  v.  27.  and  xxix.  10.— 12.  Neh.  x.  28. 
&c.  And  we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  under  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  fome  engaged  by  covenant ;  for  they  are  mentioned  as 
truce-breakers,  under  the  form  ofgodlihefs,  2  Tim.  iii.  3,  5. 
Reafon  and  experience  fhew,  that  no  fociety  can  be  fupported 
orderly,  comfortably,  and  peaceably,  without  it.  This  cove¬ 
nant  at  leali  implies  thefe  tilings ;  ( 1 )  that  the  perfons  bind 
themfelves  to  drive  againit  ’fin,  and  for  the  faith ;  or  in  other 
words,  to  lay  afide  the  fervice  of  Sin  and  Satan,  and  cleave  to 
the  Lord,  hi’s  worfhip  and  fervice ;  and  adhere  to  the  people 
of  God,  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  eipecially  to  thofe  of  the 
fame  fellowfhip,  remembering  the  old  commandment  and  the 
new  is,  “  Love  one  another ;  (2)  that  they  are  to  watch  over 
one  another  in  love,  to  exhort  each  other  ;  and  if  it  be  needful, 
to  reprove  and  rebuke  one  another,  but  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  according  to  the  rule  or  God’s  word ;  (3)  that  he 
who'  is  overtaken  in  any  fault  fhould  receive  reproof,  rebuke, 
or  advice,  in  humility,  confeffing  his  fault,  and  forfaking  it ; 
{4)  that  none  fhould  behave  as  bufy  Oc>dies  and  tale-bearers, 
mentioning  thebufinefs  of  the  church  to  the  people  of  the  world'; 
(5)  that  all  fhould  endeavour  to  keep  their  place  in  the  church, 
not  forfaking  the  aflembling  themfelves  together,  as  the  manner 
of  fome  is ;  (6)  that  they  fhould  be  willing  and  ready  to  con¬ 
tribute  what  may  be  neceffary  and  meet  for  the  fupport  of  the 
caufe  of  Chriil,  and  that  according  to  what  they  have,  and  not 
to  what  they  have  not. 

4.  Should  any  one  of  the  church,  through  hardnefs  cf  heart, 
undervalue  and  forget  God;  and  defpde  his  word,  his 
church,  and  the  above  covenant,  and  return  to  his  former 
iinful  practices,  or  become  worfe  than  before ;  with  fuch 
weare  directed  not  to  keep  company,  no  not  to  eat.  The 
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place  of  fuch  Is  to  be  without  the  camp  ;  and  fhould'it  appear 
that  the 'plague  is  in  his  forehead,  he  fhould^  be  driven  out  in 
hade,  although  he  were  a  king,  2  Chron.  xxvi.  20.  But  if  any 
member  has  fallen  through  a  hidden  and  fiery  temptation,  as 
Peter,  and  manifefcs  godly  repentance  for  fin  as  he  did,  ^ fuch 
a  perfon  is  an  objedl  of  pity  and  companion.  “  Rcdore  him  in 
the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  confidering  thyieif,  left  tnou  alfo  be 
tempted.  Gal.  vi.  1, 

5.  It  is  proper  that  meetings  fhould  be  supported  111  the 
church  everv  Lord’s  dav,  for  prayer,  reading,  tinging  praiie, 
and  preaching  the  word ;  on  which  the  mmifter,  the  officers, 
and  every  other  member,  fhould  carefully  attend.  1  here  aie 
alfo  more  private  occafional  meetings  to  be  kept  on  other  days, 
as  prayer  meetings,  preparative  meetings  for  the  Lord  s  Supper  5 
and  befides  thofe,  it  may  be  proper  and  ufeful  to  keep  meetings, 
to  declare  and  hear  what  God  hath  done  for  our  fouls. 

6.  When  members  are  not  prevented  by  any  lawful  impedi¬ 
ment,  arifing  from  fickneis,  reftraint  of  fuperiors,  difiance  or 
badnefs  of  roads,  and  yet  negleft  filling  up  their  place  in  the 
church,  while  they  can  travel  otherways  for  pleafure  01  bufinefs, 
it  is  right  to  reprove  them  for  their  negledl  of  alfembling  them- 
felves  together,  that  thus  they  may  be  brought  back  into  the 
bond  of  the  covenant. 

7.  Should  any  member  negled  his  communion,  it  is  right  to 
call  him  to  account,  or  inform  one  or  more  of  the  officers,  that 
they  may  enquire  why  he  doth  not  walk  in  the  -commandments 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  biamelefs. 

8.  Should  any  perfon  wilfully  continue  to  negled  his  place, 
after  frequent  warning  ;  fuch  an  one  virtually  feparates  himfeif, 
and  therefore  fhould  be  excluded. 

9.  Church  members  fhould  have  great  love  for,  and  main- 
'  tain  fellow-feeling  with  each  other,  as  belonging  to  the  fame 

body ;  then  there  would  not  be  too  much  hade  in  the  one  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  other. 

10.  Church  members  fhould  be  without  refpeft  of  perfons, 
and  very  felf-denying  ;  then  the  rights  of  the  poor  and  the  rich 
would  be  mutually  regarded,  and  it  would  be  as  eafy  to  bear  as 
to  do  wrong,  to  forgive  as  to  exp  eel  forgivenefs. 

11.  As  feme  things  jnny  happen,  which  may  not  appear  fo 
plainly  (  to  the  weak  in  underdanding)  to  be  included  in  the 
above  covenant ;  that  is,  diould  any  matter  of  importance  arife, 
which  it  is  difficult  to  adjud,  fo  as  bed  to  promote  the  honour 
of  God,  and  benefit  the  perfon  concerned,  without  giving 
offence  to  others ;  in  fuch  a  cafe,  'the  judgment  and  advice  of 
the  church  diould  be  affied,  and  given  according  to  the  word  of 
God  :  if  the  advice  be  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  rejedled, 
fuch  reject  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  what  wifdom  is  in  them  ? 

12.  Let  us  obferve,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  received  into 
church  covenant  or  communion,  without  being  baptized  aiter 
the  example  of  the  primitive  church,  Adis  ii.  41,  42. 
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I-  Jt  is  proper  for  young  preachers  to  be  kept  within  the 
the  limits  of  the  church,  to  be  tried,  t  Cor.  xiv.  29.  until  the 
church  in  c-eneral  judge  them  to  be  qualified,  with  refpea  to 
their  undemanding,  prudence,  gilts,  and  conduct,  for  more  pub¬ 
lic  and  extenfive  fervice.  And  then  let  the  church  they  belong 
to  certify  it  by  a  letter,  that  all  things  may  be  done  decently 
and  in  order,  1  Cor.  xiv.  40.  And  let  other  churches,  which 
they  may  vifit,  require  fuch  young  preachers  to  produce  their 
letter  of  recommend^iqn^and  jfee  likewife  that  it. be  not  of  very 
old  dat.:.  luff  "the  bearers  Ihould  have  forfeited  their  character 

lince-  it  was  written.  .  .  .  ,  , 

j  .  When  two  churches  meet  near  each  otner,  it  is  light  not 

to  receive  one  member  from  the  other,  till  the  two  churches  firlt 
confult  together,  and  take  time  to  confider  the  matter  well, 

'  efneciallv  u  the  two  churches  hold  the  fame  principles,  that  there 
may  be  no  occafion  of  offence  given  to  the  church  of  God. 

ic.  It  is  not  proper  to  receive  perfons  from  a  diirant  place 
into  occafional  communion,  without  good  evidence  that  they  are 
orderly  members  of  the  church  to  which  they  belong  ;  and  no 
teilimonial  Ihould  be  fatisfaSory,  but  what  is  recently  given.  _ 
16.  When  a  member  is  likely  to  fettle  at  a  dillance,  it  is 
oroDer  for  him  to  have  a  letter  of  difmiffion,  in  order  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  of  a  regular  church,  that  may  be  more  con¬ 
veniently  fituated  for  him.  Philem.  ver.  19. 


B  R  E  V  I  A  T  E  S. 

Several  of  us  met  on  Tuefday  in  the  afternoon ;  the  fervice 
was  introduced  in  prayer  by  our  brethren  R.  Edward  and  Zacha- 
rias  Thomas ;  and  after  fmging,  the  letters  from  the  churches 
were  read,  wherein  we  had  pleafing  information,  though  on  e 
things  were  mournful.  The  churches  this  year  are  tnoftly  m 
union  and  peace  among  themfelves,  and  great  additions  are  made 
to  feveral  of  them  ;  Siere  are  but  few  without  ome  mcreafe. 
Brother  Morris  Jones  is  fettled  Monitor  of  Llandyiaen  chuich, 
and  brother  David  l’owel  of  Nottage  Some  complain  that  dig 
are  yet  without  minifters.  Llanewarth  church  lament-  that  thnr 
beloved  Minifter,  .Morgan  Hams,  is  taken  away  by  -•*'  > 
Though  there  is  a  revival,  reformation,  aad  mcreafe  111  mofto 
the  churches,  yet  where  people  are  like  trees  cumbering  he 
ground,  they  caufe  much  grief  and  lamentation.  The  e 
being,  read/  the  -opportunity  was  clofed  in  piayei  by  Dav 

Fvans  of  Mbcs-y-bcrll?.n.  .  ,  j  • 

Wednefd'av  morning  the  public  meeting  was  introduced  in 

prayer  by  our  brethren  David  Evans  of  Cilfowyr,  and  Timothy 
Thomas7  Brother  Edmund  Watkins  preached  m  Wcllh,  from 
Luke  xiv.  22,  23.  then  brother  Benjamin  Francis  P«adiedm 
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Englilh  from  Phil.  iii.  16.  he  repeated  in  Welfh,  and  concluded 
that  opportunity  by  prayer^  After  a  little  refrelhment,  brother 
Thomas  Morris  prayed  j  brother  John  Evans  of  Roe  preached 
in  Welfh  from  i  Co r.  iv.  7.  then  brother  David  Jones  preached 
in  the  fame  language  from  Ifa.  lx.  7.  Laflly,  Brother  j.  Thomas, 
of  Leominder,  preached  in  Englilh  from  Jof.  xxi.  45.  and  con¬ 
cluded  the  public  folemnity  by  prayer.  Thefe  lad  fermons  were 
fhort,  and  there  was  finging  at  proper  intervals  through  the 
whole  work  of  the  day.  Thurfday  morning  the  meffengers  met ; 
our  brethren  D.  P.  and  J.  Hier,  prayed ;  then  the  following 
articles  were  agreed  upon  : 

1.  The  members  of  each  quarterly  meeting  belonging  to  this 
ad'ociation,  were  deiired  to  confult  among  themfelves  refpec-r 
lively,  concerning  the  Baptift  Confyffion  of  Faith,  whether 
it  be  right  to  reprint  it  as  it  is*,  revidng  the  tranflation,  or 
whether  any  thing  fhould  be  added  or  abridged  ;  and  to  fend 
their  thoughts  to  brother  J.  Thomas,  of  Leominder,  who  is 
to  correct  it. 

2.  To  receive  the  new  church  at  Neath  a  member  of  the 
ad'ociation. 

3.  That  the  Northern  churches  meeting  at  Glyn,  Ceiriog, 
Cefn  near  Newbridge,  Salem,  Beaumaris,  Ebenezer,  Llan- 
fachreth,  Nevin,  Horeb,  and  Ramoth,  are  from  henceforth, 
to  be  an  aiTociation  by  themfelves. 

4.  That  the  churches  meeting  at  Neath,  Pen-y-fai,  Nottage^ 
Ydraid-dafodog,  Peterdon,  Hengoed,  Twyn-gwyn,  Bethefda, 
Caerleon,  Ufk,  Pen-y-garn,  Trofnant,  Blaenau,  Llanewarth, 
Chapel-y-freen,  Maes-y-berllan,  Builth,  New  Pentre,  and  Dolau, 
are  to  be  another  aiTociation. 

5.  That  the  churches  meeting  at  Aberydwitli,  Aberduar, 
Pant-teg,  Craig,  Cilfowyr.  Ebenezer,  Llangloffan,  Rhydwilim, 
Moledon,  Salem,  Porth-tywill,  Priory  Street,  ( thefe  two  in 
Carmarthen)  Llanelli,  the  old  meeting-houfe  in  Swanfea,  the 
new  meeting-houfe  there,  the  Engine,  Bryn  Salem,  and  Llan- 
dyfaen,  form  the  third  ad'ociation. 

6.  That,  as  we  ao-reed  lad  year  to  divide  the  ad'ociation  into 
three,  as  above,  and  our  deftgn  hath  taken  place  this  year,  we, 
certify,  that  the  above  divide n  is  not  the  effect  of  any  difa- 
greement  in  doctrine  or  difeipline,  but  with  a  view  to  the  fpread. 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  conveniency  of  the  churches. 

7.  That,  fnould  it  hereafter  happen  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
,  vidence,  and  clrcumdances  call  for  it,  all  the  churches  lhall 

meet  together  by  their  Meffengers,  in  ad’ociation,  to  endeavour, 
adyife,  and  order  meafures  for  the  proper  fettling  of  any  thing 
that  may  caufe  fuch  an  oecafional  extraordinary  ad'ociation, 
as  well  as  to  brighten  the  golden  chain  of  fellowship. 

8.  That  our  Miniders  of  church  members  who  may  go  ta 
either  of  the  above  .ad'ociation^,  though  they  be  not  proper 
members  of  that  ad'ociation,  fhall  for  that  time  partake  of  all 
the  privileges  thereof. 

r  9.  That 
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9»  That  lhould  any  one  of  thefe  churches,  in  fellowfhip,  here¬ 
after  hand  in  need  of  charitable  affihance,  fuch  church  is  to  have 
liberty  to  go  to  the  churches  of  the  other  aflbciations  with 
a  letter ;  firft  figned  in  the  affociation  to  which  that  church 
belongs,  by  the  Moderator;  but  no  more  than  one  cafe  in  the 
year  is  to  go  out  of  either  of  the  affociations. 

10.  That  each  affociation  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  choofe  what  . 
Minifters  they  pleafe  to  preach  at.  their  annual  meeting,  even 
though  fuch  minihers  fhouid  belong  to  another  affociation. 

11.  That  the  firft  affociation  be  at  Heugoed,  on  the  firft 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June  next,  brother  David  Evans, 
of  Dolau,  to  preach;,  or,  in  cafe  of  failure,  brother  Morgan 
Evans :  the  letters  to  be  read  Tuefday  afternoon, 

12.  The  fecond  affociation  to  be  at,  Swanfea,  on  the  fecond 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June,  brother  W.  Williams,  of 
Cardigan,  to  preach;  or,  in  cafe  of  failure,  brother  J.  Rees. 
The  letters  to  be  read  Tuefday  afternoon. 

i  3.  The  third  affociation  to  be  at  Salem  in  Denbighfhire,  the 
firft ‘Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in.  July,  brother  Z.  Thomas 
named  to  preach ;  or,  in  cafe  of  failure,  brother  Morris  Jones. 
The  letters  to  be  read  Tuefday  afternoon. 

14.  That  the  church,  in  Priory  Street,  has  leave  to  fend 
to  the  churches  to  receive  their  voluntary  contribution  towards 
defraying  the  expenfes  of  building  their  meeting-houfe. 

15.  That  the  brethren  in  Merthyr  Tydfil  likewife  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  fend  to  the  churches,  for  help  to  defray  the  charges 
of  erecting  their  place  of  worfhip. 

16.  That  a  meeting  of  humiliation  and  thankfgiving,  occa-  * 
fioned  by  the  circumftances  of  the  hate  and  the  churches,  be  kept 
on  the  Wednefday  month  after  the  affociation. 

EDMUND  WATKINS,  Moderator. 


Baptized  in  the  feyeral  churches. 
Rehored  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Received  by  Letters  from  abroad  * 

Dead  -  -  ------ 

Excluded  -  - 

Difmiffed  - 
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1 

— •  186 


Increafe  -  -  -  407 


*  The  Welffi  churches  do  not  include  in  their  minutes,  members  received 
er  difmiffed  among  themfelves,  but  thofe  from  or  to  England,  or  any 
other  dihant  place. 
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UNITED  STATES  OF 

Jp  (JR.  OCTOBER,  I79O.  --—-ACCORDING 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


STATES  IN  WHICH  THEY  MEET. 


s 

v 

s 


1  S  Bowdoinham  .  .  ^  Maflachufetts  ^  •  •  •  •  S 

2  s  New  Hampfhire .  S  New  Hampfhire  .  •  •  •  v 

O  S  Woodftock  .  .  \  New  Hampfhire  and  Vermont  S 

-  1,  Vermont  ? 


^  4 1 V ermont 
S  5?  Warren  . 

\  6  S  Rhode  Ifland 
\  7  \  Groton 
S  SJStonington 
^  9  S  Danbury  . 

S  1  o  £  Shaftfbury 
^  11  S  Philadelphia 


^  Maflachufetts 


7 

.  S  Pennfyl  vania 
s  Do 


^  19  S  ^Middle  do  . 
S  20  ^  *Upper  do  . 
S  21  J  *Roanoak  do 
22  \  *S.  Kentucky 
1 23  S  N.  Kentucky 
^  24  s  Ohio 


?  27  v  «**«*  « 

1  28  S  Charlefton 
S  29  ^  Bethel  .  . 

\  30  S  Georgia  « 


\  . . ) 

.  S  Rhode  Ifland  and  Maflachufetts  s 

.  s  Connecticut  ^ 

.  J[  Rhode  Ifland  and  Conne&icut.  V 

.  S  Connecticut . . 

Maflachufetts  and  New  YorkV 

S 
S 
V 

Maryland  and  Virginia  .  .  .  j* 

Virginia  .  .  .  «  .  *  •  S 

Do  ^ 

Do  ••••*••  s 
Do  <  •  «  •  •  •  • ^ 

Do.  and  North  Carolina  .  .  s 


, S  Do  a  •  •  •  • 

,  Do  *  •  •  •  * 

,  ^  Do.  and  North  Carolina 
. s  Do  .  .  ... 

, ^  Do  *  *  •  •  • 

. S  Do  •  •  .  •  • 

.  5  North  Carolina 


Do 

Do 


J  South  Carolina 


.  S  Do 

.  ^  Georgia 


The  nine  affiliations  in  the  above  lift,  diftinguifhed 
by  this  mark  (*),  meet  in  a  General  Committee , 
by  their  representatives  at  Richmond ,  in  the 
mofith  of  May  annually. 
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TIMES  OF  MEETING. 


MINIS.  CHUR.  MEMBERS  ^ 


10 


September  .  . . 

2d  Wednefday  in  June  .... 

4th  Wednefday  in  September  . 
ill  Wednefday  in  October  .  .  . 

Tuefday  after  ift  Wedn.  in  Sept.  . 

3d  Friday  in  September  .... 

3d  Friday  in  June . 

3d  Tuefday  in  October  .... 

4th  Wednefday  in  September  .  . 

I  ft  Wednefday  in  June  .... 
ift  Tuefday  in  October  .  .  .  •  jj  49  ^ 

3d  Saturday  in  October  .  .  •  •  s  9  S 

3d  Saturday  in  Auguft  and  October  S  o  ^ 

3d  Friday  in  Auguft  .  •  •  •  *S  I0|j 

2d  Wednefday  in  September  .  .  ^  7  s 

2d  Friday  in  October . .  S 

ift  Friday  in  May  and  October  .  {  3°  S 

4th  Saturday  in  May  and  2d  in  Oct.  S  45  ^ 

ift  Saturday  in  May  and  October  .  ^ 

4th  Saturday  in  May  and  ift  in  Oct.  s  1 0 
2d  Saturday  in  June  and  4th  in  Oct.  ^  1  ’  s 
4th  Friday  in  May  and  October  .  S  *5  ^ 
May  and  Odtober . .  10  j 

.  . . 4s 

ift  Saturday  in  June  and  2d  in  Odt.  s  10  S 
4th  Saturday  in  October  .  1  .  •  •  1 

4th  Saturday  in  April  and  Sept. 

4th  Saturday  in  October  .... 

2d  Saturday  in  Auguft  .  •  • 

2d  Saturday  in  May  and  Qttooer  . 

* 
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MINUTES 


OF  THE 


PHILADELPHIA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION* 


-Held  at  Nezu~Yorky  061.  5th,  6th,  and  7  th,  1790. 


Tuefday,  061.  5,  1790. 


A  T  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones  deliver- 
/%  ed  the  introductory  fermon  from  John  vii.  17.  If 
any  man  will  do  his  will ,  he  fall  know  if  the  doctrine ,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  of  God. 

After  worihip,  proceeded  to  bufinefs.  Dr.  James 
Manning  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  William 
Van  Horne,  clerk. 

Letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  when  it  appear** 


ed,  that  in  this  AiTociation,  the  lah:  year,  there  were 


264 


52 

3 


—323 
42 
-  117 


r  By  death 


/  ay  ueam 

Diminifhed  d  Difrniffion  to  other  churches 
v  Exclulion  - 


Increafe  136 


Letters  from  correfponding  afibciations  at  Charlefton,. 
Wa  rren,  Ketocton,  Shaftfbury-,  and  Vermont,  were 
read.  Alloa  letter  from  an  allbciation  lately  formed  at 
Danbury  in  the  State  of  Connebticut,  defiring  union  and 
correfpondence  with  us.  After  the  ufual  inquiries  re- 
Speeding  their  do£trine  and  practice,  their  requefi:  was 
agreed  to,  and  their  Aleffenger,  Elder  Adam  Hamilton, 
received.  Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednefday,  061.  6. — Met  purfuant  to  adjournment. — < 
Anfwered  a  query  from  the  church  at  the  Scotch  Plains, 
and  relblved,  That  in  anfwer  to  requelds  from  the  churches 
at  Cape  May  and  Pitts  Grove,  Brethren  Samuel  Jones, 
Samuel  Adorgan,  William  Van  Horne,  and  Ezekiel 
B  obins,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to  them  on 
the  fubjedf  of  their  difficulties.  Adjourned  to  three 


o’clock,  P.  M. 


Met 


V 


ON  THE  PERPETUITY  OF  MISERY,  1790.  75 

Met  purfuant  to  adjournment. —Voted,  that  Brother 
S.  Jones,  Brother  Hart,  and  Brother.  Allifon,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed,  a  committtee  to  revile  the 
materials  fora  History  of  the  Baptist  Churches 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  collected  by  Bro¬ 
ther  Morgan  Edwards . 

Letters  to  the  correfponding  afiociations  ordered  to  be 
prepared  by  to-morrow  afternoon.  Adjourned  to  nine 
o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Sermon  this  evening  by  Elder  Adam  Hamilton,  from 
Heb.  xii.  I,  2.  Wherefore  feeing  we  alfo  are  compared  about 
with  Jo  great  a  cloud  vfwiineJJ'es^  Ac.  Ac. 

Thursday,  OS.  7!  Met  purfftant  to  adjournment.— A 
letter  written  by  Dr.  Jones,  oppofed.  fco-Univerfal  Salva¬ 
tion,  being  read,  and  efteemed.  very  feal  enable  at  this 
juncture,  it  was  adopted  as  the  circular  letter  for  the 
prefent  year,  inflead  of  that  prepared  by  Brother  f1  offer, 
agreeably  to  appointment,  winch  was  alfo  read,  and 
agreed  to  be  printed.  * 

Refolved,  that  it  be  a  {landing  rule  of  this  AlTociation3 
that  the  circular  letter  be  produced  early  in  the  (ellions  ; 
and  being  read,  a  committee  (hall  be  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine,  and,  if  neceffary,  correal  it.  _  ,  .. 

According  to  the  recommendation  of  laft  A  {location,, 
in  which  it  was  agreed  to  raile  a  fund  tor  the  education 
of  pious  and  promifing  young  men  for  the  miniftry,  the 
following  churches  paid  in  the  monies  railed  : 

Lower  Dublin,  Pifcataway,  Cohanfey,  Hopewell, 
Brandywine,  Haights  Town,  Philadelphia,  Scotch. 
Plains,  New- York,  Baltimore. 

Adjourned  to  three  o’clock,  P .  M. 

Met  purfuant  to  adjournment — Fixed  on  fupplies  for 
■deftitute  churches. 

Letters  to  the  correfponding  afiociations,  according  to 
order  of  yefijCrday,  were  brought  in,  read,  Ac.  and  ap¬ 
proved.  Meflengers  were  appointed  to  leveral  Affecta¬ 
tions. 

This  Affociation  fmcerely  regret  the  failure  of  an  ap¬ 
pointment,  the  lad:  year,  to  addrefs  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  deem  it  at  prefent  out  of  feafon. 

The  Affociation  to  be  held,  fir  ft  Tuefday  in  October 
next,  in  Philadelphia. 

Brother  William  V an  Florae  is  appointed  to  write  the 
circular  letter  for  next  year. 


*  It  is  very  well  written,  and  mail  appear  in  the  Remitter. 


B'rothe^ 
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Brother  Oliver  Hart  is  appointed  to  preach  the  aftocja-® 
tion  fermon  next  year  ;  and  in  caie  of  failure,  Brother 
William  Van  Horne  is  requeued  to  be  prepared. 

Sermon  this  evening  by  Brother  1.  homas  f  leefon,  from. 
Rev.  iii.  4.  Tbon  haft  a  fe  w  names  even  in  Sardis ,  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments  ;  and  they  fall  walk  with  me 
in  white ,  Jor  they  are  worthy . 


CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

The  Elders  and  Meffengers  of  the  feveral  churches 
met  in  Affociation,  in  the  City  oi  New-Y  ork, 
Qblober  5,  1790— 

To  the  feveral  Churches  in  this  Affociation,  fend, Greeting. 

• Dearly  Beloved! 

WE  are  happy,  at  the  clofe  of  our  annual  meeting, 
that  we  can  fay  it  was  agreeable  and  comfortable 
through  the  whole.  We  had  refrefhing  news  from  feve¬ 
ral  churches  in  our  connection,  as  well  as  from  the  affo- 
ciations  that  correfpond  with  us.  It  is  a  matter  of  joy, 
and  calls  for  our  grateful  acknowledgements,  that  peace 
and  good  order  fo  generally  prevail,  and  that  the  work  of 
the  Lord  is  carried  on  with  power  in  many  places.  We 
have,  however,  to  lament,  that  there  are  fome  appear¬ 
ances  in  two  or  three  of  our  churches,  of  the  leprofy  of 
Univerfal  Salvation.  It  behoves  us,  then,  humbly  to 
implore  the  Divine  mercy,  and  to  do  our  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  fpreading  of  fo  dangerous  a  plague.  ^  To  this 
end,  we  have  concluded  to  addrefs  you  at  this  time  on 

the  fubjecE 

The  notion  of  Univerfal  Salvation,  as  now  propagated, 
is  explained  two  ways.  Some  declare,  that  that  there 
no  hell  ;  or  if  there  be,  that  not  any  of  the  human  race 
fhall  be  fent  there,  but  that  all,  good  and  bad,  fhall  be 
taken  to  Heaven  together.  Others  fay,  that  though  there 
be  a  place  of  future  punifhment,  and  though  fome  of  the 
human  race  are  fent  thither  for  a  time,  yet  that  they  fhall 
all  finally  be  releafed,  and  brought  iafe  to  Heaven. 

We  doubt  not,  dear  brethren,  but  if  will  feem  ftrange 
to  fuch  of  you  as  may  not  have  heard  thefe  things  before, 
that  any  who  pretend  to  be  the  minifters  of  thrift,  fhould 
advance  fuch  dangerous  notions.  Y et  fo  it  is.  He  who  in 
the  beginning  gave  divine  revelation  the  lye,  when  he 

faid  to  the  woman,  Te  fnall  not  furely  die  !  has  ever  nnce 

been 
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been  going  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he 
may  devour;  endeavouring,  by  various  means  to  deceive 
and  lull  men  afleep ;  and  his  principal  aim  has  been  to 

evade  the  force  of  divine  truth. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  notions,  namely,  “  That  not 
any  of  the  human  race  are  ever  fent  to  a  place  of  future 
punifhment,  but  that  all,  good  and  bad,  are  taken  to  hea¬ 
ven,’5  we  (hall  fay  but  little,  becaufe  we  deem  it  unne- 
ceffary.  The  fcriptures,  on  the  one  hand,  are,  fo  exprefs, 
particular,  and  politive  ;  and,  on  the  otner,  the  methods 
taken  to  evade  them  are  lo  dihngenuous,  that  it  is  dirncult 
for  anv  one  to  believe,  that  the  pations  of  this  fcheme, 
ferioufly  and  in  earned'  believe  it  themfelves.^  The 
Scriptures  pofitively,  and  without  ecjui vocation,  lay,  that 
the  wicked  /ball  be  turned  into  Hell ,  and  all  the  nations  that 
forget  God ,  Pf.  ix.  17.  The  whole  body  Jhould  be  cajl  into 
Hell ,  Matt.  v.  29.  Caft  into  Hell-fire ,  Matt,  xviii.  9. 
How  can  you  ej cape  the  damnation  of  HclI?  Matt,  xxiii.  33* 

Gaft  into  Hell ,  Mark.  ix.  45-47-  And  in  HeU  he  lfl  u& 
his  eyeSy  being  in  torments ,  Luke  xvi.  23.  Not  to  men¬ 
tion  numerous  other  Scriptures,  any  moie  than  the  dil- 
folute  manners  which  might  be  expedled  to  attend,  and 
which  adfually  have  been  the  conferences  of  this  licen¬ 
tious  tenet. 

The  other  way  of  dating  this  notion,  namely,  that 
though  fome  of  the  human  race  are  lent  to  a  place  of 
future  punilhment  for  a  time,  yet  that  they  diall  all 
finally  be  relealed,  and  brought  fine  to  heaven,  merits 
more  attention,  becaufe  it  is  more  plaudble,  though  not 
more  true.  . 

Here  we  diall  attend  to  three  or  four  confiderations : 

1.  That  the  Scripture  is  exprelly  againd  it. 

2.  That  there  are  no  Scriptures  for  it. 

3.  That  there  can  be  none,  lince  it  would  be  likely 

to  do  much  hurt,  but  could  do  no  good. 

4.  And  ladly,  that  if  the  notion  were  in  fome  degree 
probable,  yet  that  it  would  be  fafed  to  reject  it. 

The  Scripture  exprefly  fays,  that  future  punifhment 

will  be 

For  ever,  2  Pet.  ii.  17.  Jude  13. 

For  ever  and  ever,  Rev.  xx.  10.  xiv.  11.  xix.  3. 

And  we  read  of 

Eternal  damnation,  Mark  iii.  29. 

Eternal  judgment,  Hebrews  vi.  2. 

Eternal  fire,  Jude  7. 

Everlading  dre,  Matthew  xxv.  41.  xviii.  8. 
Everlading  punifhment,  Matthew  xxv.  2 6. 
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And  of  one  iln,  that  it  Jhall  not  be  forgiven,  neither  iff 
this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come.  Matt.  xii.  32. —  In 
this  abfolute  manner,  the  endlefs  duration  of  she  wrath  of 
God  is  expreffed:  and  to  cut  off  every  pothole  e  afion, 
there  are  three  things  remarkable : 

1.  That  the  eternal  duration  of  the  pun  ifhment  of  the 
wicked,  is  expreffed  in  the  very  fame  worn  as  eternal 
duration  in  general*.  Dan.  ii.  20. 

2.  In  the  very  fame  words  alfo  whereby  the  eternal 
duration  of  the  happinefs  of  the  righteous  is  expreffed, 
Dan.  xh,  2.  Rev.  xxii.  5,  John  id.  16.  Matt.  xxv.  26. 

3.  Nay,  in  the  very  fame  words  whereby  the, eternal 
.duration  of  God  himfelf  is  expreffed,..  Gen.  xxi.  33. 
Rf.  xc.  2.  Dan.  vii.  27.  Lam.  v.  19.  Deut.  xxx.ii.  40! 

Since  the  awful  fubjedt  before  us  is-  fo  clearly  revealed 
m  the  word 'of  God,  it  may  feem  trilling  to  undertake  to 
Dew  that  there  is  no  feripture  in  favoui  of  a  rele&fe  from 
future  punifhment.  Neverthelefs*  it  may  be  of  ufe  to 
mention  the  principal  feriptures  that  are  pretended  to  hold 
forth  a  redemption  from  hell,  in  order  to  Hiew,  (faying 
nothing  of  the  arguments  above )  that  there  are  generally 
reafons  fuilicicfiit,  rifmg  out  of  the  texts  themfeives,-  and 
contexts,  to  Low  that  they  mean  no  inch  thing  as  they 
are  brought  to  prove.  Thus,  for  inftan.ee,  the  all  men 
m  i  I  ira.  11,  4,  can  never  mean  every  individual  of  the 
human  race.;  for-  there  art  feme  who  were  before  ordain¬ 
ed  unto  condemnation,  and  are  veffefs  of  wrath  "fitted  for 
deftruction,  Jud.  4.  Rom.  ix.  22.  but  rather  all  forts  of 
men,  as  ver.  1.  Icings  and  peafants,  rich  and  poor,  bond 
and  free,  male  and  female,  young  and  old ;  and  who  are 
therefore  to  be  prayed  for :  nor  can  2  Pet.  iii.  9,  admit  of 
fueh  an  interpretation  ;  for  this  means,  not  any  of  the  us 
mentioned  before,  or  the  beloved  in  the  lit  ver.  nor  1  John 
ii.  2.  which  means  that  the  benefits  of  Chrift  were  not 
to  bp  confined  to  the  Jews  only,  but  to  be  extended  to 
the  Gentiles  alfo  :  nor  Rom.  v.  18.  for  here  the  firft  and 


fecond  Adam,  and  their  refpecfiye  offspring,  are  put  in 
oppohtion,  (hewing,  that  as  the  offspring  of  the  one  was 
loft  by  his  fin,  the  offspring  of  the  other  fhall  be  faved 
by  his  grace  ;  the  onp  condemned  for  one  offence,  the 
other  faved  from  many  offences:  nor  Col.  i.  20.  for  all, 
here,  muft  be  unJerfto.  A  in  a  limited  fenfe;  it  cannot  in¬ 
clude  angels  in  heaven,  who  could  not  be  reconciled  to 
God,  fiuce  they  never  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  irreconeiii- 
ation;  all  the  elect  of  God,  then,  are  meant,  who  are 

fpoken 
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Ipoken  of  as  reconciled  by  the  blood  of  the  Crofs :  nor 
Eph.  i.  10.  which  only  lays,  that  all  in  Chrifl  fhall  be 
brought  together,  but  not  thole  who  never  were  in  him, 
and  die  in  their  fins  nor  1  Cor.  xv.  22.  for  this  fpeaks  of 
the  refurre&Km  of  the  body  from  natural  death,  not  of  a. 
refurrehtion  from  fpiritual  death:  nor  Rom.  xi.  32.  which 
fpeaks  of  having  mercy  on  all,  ,  that  is,  on  all  that  be¬ 
lieve,  as  in  the  parallel  place,  Gal.  iii.  22. :  nor  Zech. 
jx.  1 1 .  for  thefe  are  the  words  of  Chrifl  to  the  JewifU 
church,  comforting  them  in  the  profpedt  of  the  favour 
that  ihould  be  fhewn  them  by  Cyrus,  and  comparing 
their  diii relfed  fituation  in  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  to  the 
fituation  of  one  in  a  pit  wherein  was  no  water  ;  and  it  is 
faid,  this  deli  verance  Ihould  be  wrought  in  virtue  of  the 
covenant  made  in  their  behalf,  which  is  therefore  called 
their  covenant :  nor  Rev.  xx.  13.  for  this  fpeaks  of  gather¬ 
ing  them  from  all  quarters  to  the  general  judgment,  who 
in  the  next  verfe  are  faid  to  be  call  into  the  take  of  fire  ; 
nor  Heb.  xii.  23.  for  here  all  the  faved  are '  faid  to  be  the 
firji-born ,  to  denote  their  excellency,  high  privileges* 
right  of  priefthood,  and  large  inheritance  :  nor  James  i. 
18.  for  the  jirji  fruits  here  mean  ail  the  faved,  as  in  Heb. 
•xii.  23.  who  are  feparated  and  dillinguifhed  by  grace  from 
others,  as  the  fint  fruit  was  wont  to  be  from  the  crop, 
•and  confecrated  to  God  as  that  was :  nor  1  Cor.  xv.  25. 
28.  and  Phil.  ii.  10.  Rev.  v.  13.  for  thefe  are  only  ex- 
preflive  of  the  univerfal  dominion  of  Chrifl,  and  of  hom¬ 
age  and  adoration  paid  to  him  on  that  account  :  nor  Ezek. 
xvi.  53*  55*  f°r  if  Sodom  were  literally  to  be  return - 
ed ,  it  mult  be,  as  the  paffage  fays,  to  its  former  Jiate,  which 
was  a  very  bad  one.  Secondly,  if  the  reft  oration,  Ihould 
be  underilood  in  an  improper  fenfe,  then,  by  Sodom 
.may  be  underftood  the  Gentile  nations,  who  w:ere  like 
unto  Sodom  in  pradlice,  Deut.  xxxii.  32.  If.  i.  10.  Jer. 
xxiii.  14.  Rev.  xi.  8.  and  Ifrael  may  be  intended  by 
Samria,  who  fliall  be  reftored  when  all  the  jews,  with 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  fhall  be  brought  in,  at  the 
time  of  the  latter  day  glory.  Or  thirdly,  that  when 
Sodom  and  Samaria  Ihould  return  to  their  former  flate, 
then  the  Jews  fhould  to  theirs  ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  they 
never  Ihould,  as  they  never  have.  For  though  many  of 
them  returned  from  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  yet  they 
were  never  reftored  to  their  former  flate  and  glory.  And 
befides,  it  is  exprefly  faid,  with  refpedl  to  Sodom  and 
Gomoirha,  and  the  cit  e  aucut  hem,  that  they  are  fet 
forth  for  an  example,  fullering  the  vengeance  of  eternal 
fixe,  Jude  7, 


So  THE  PHILABSLPHIA  LETTER, 

Thus,  brethren,  we  have  cited  the  principal  paftages 
brought  in  fupport  of  this  wild  notion  of  Lmverfal  Salva¬ 
tion, °and  you  fee  how  little  they  are  to  the  purpofe;  but 

people  in  a  {trait  will  catch  at  any  thing. 

Further,  it  is  not  only  manifeft  that  there  is  no  text  to 
fupport  fuch  a  notion,  hut  that  there  cannot  be  fuch  a  text. 

It  cannot  be,  that  the  Divine  Being  has  publilhed  any 
thinn  contrary  to  thofe  plain  texts  that  fpeac  pofitively 
of  the  eternal  duration  of  future  pumfhment.  Indeed, 
if  the  wicked  were  ever  to  be  releafed  from  Hell,  time 
enough  to  let  them  know  it,  after  they  get  there,  and  not 
before,  to  encourage  them  in  fin.  To  give  them  lo  much 
as  a  hint  of  it  in  this  life,  would  be  exaftly  the  fame  as  if 
the  Divine  Being,  when  he  prohibited  the  ufe  of  th^f°r' 
bidden  tree,  had  told  Adam,  that  if  he  foouid  eat  of  that 
tree,  he  would  contrive  a  way  for  his  efcape,  of  which 
we  know  that  not  the  leaft  item  was  given  before  the 
fall  and  indeed  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un¬ 
worthy  the  Divine  Being.  So  that  if  there  were  any 
paffage  in  the  Bible  that  gave  information  of  a  releale 
from  Hell,  we  might  be  fure  that  it^was  apocryphal :  luch 

a  text  could  never  be  the  word  of  God.  . 

We  only  add,  that  if  the  notion  of  reftoration  from 
Hell  was  infome  degree  probable,  which  it  is  not,  yet  it 
would  be  much  fafeft  to  rejea  it  altogether.  For  if  thofe 
who  place  dependence  on  it,  fhould  at  laft  find  themfelves 
miftaken,  awful  will  be  the  difappointment.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofe  who  place  no  dependence  on  it,  but 
feek  in  God’s  way  to  avoid  future  pumfhment ;  if  thele 
fhould  be  miftaken,  they  will  neverthelefs  lhare  equal 

benefit  with  others.  .  c  . 

Let  us  therefore  carefully  avoid  a  notion  fo  unlcriptu- 
ral,  fo  ufelefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  dangerous.  Be¬ 
loved,  of  you  we  hope  better  things,  though  we  thus 
fpeak  We  do  not  apprehend  much  danger,  but  judged 
it  feafonable,  and  that  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  give  a  word 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  his 
glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wife  God  our 
Saviour,  be  glory,  and  majefty,  dominion  and  power, 
both  now  and  ever.  Amen. 

N.  B.  The  Clerk  of  the  Aflociation  takes  the  liberty  of 
informing;  thofe  who  wijh  to  fee  the  fubjeli  difeuffed  more  at 
large,  that  they  will find  their  attention  amply  rewarded ,  by 
reading  Dr.  Edwards  againjl  Chauncey.  MTOI7XEo 
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'  MINUTES 

OF  THE 

'  l  j).  ’  '  V  , 

WARREN  ASSOCIATION. 

Held  at  the  Baptift  Meeting  Houfe  in  Harvard,  179 o* 

Tuefday,  Sept:  j. 

A  T  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Brother  Clark,  according  to 
appointment,  preached  the  introductory  fermon,* 
From  Acfsv.  32.  And  we  are  his  witnejfes  of  thefe  things  ; 
and  fo  alfo  is  the  Holy  Ghojf ,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them 
that  obey  him. 

After  public  worftiip,  chofe  Dr.  Stillman  moderator, 
and  brother  Jofeph  Grafton  clerk. 

Read  the  letters  from  the  feveral  churches,  and  took 
the  following  account  of  the  members  who  have  been  ad¬ 
ded,  difmiffed,  excluded,  or  who  have  died  the  year  paft,&c. 


Added  ^  . 

181 

Difmiffed  -  -  -  - 

21 

Excluded  ----- 

3i 

Dead  ----- 

27 

79 

Increafe  - 

✓ 

102 

Received  and  read  the  letters  and  minutes  from  our 
lifter  affociations. 

Meffrs.  Brother  Backus,  Brother  Thomas  Green,  and 
Brother  Maxcy,  were  appointed  to  draw  a  letter  to  the 
correfponding  affociations.- — Adjourned  till  eight  o’clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Dr.  Stillman. 

Wednefday,  Sept.  8. — Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Dr.  Stillman  communicated  a  letter  to  the  Affociation, 
which  he  had  received  from  the  ^Committee  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Minifters  of  Maffachufetts,  informing  nim, 
that  they  had  prefented  a  petition  to  Congrefs,  requefting 
their  u  attention  to  the  feveral  impreftions  of  the  Bible  now 


*  Rev.  Dr.  Willard,  Dr.  Howard,  Rev.  Meflrs.  Philips  Payfon,  Peter 
Thacjier,  a »d  Jedidiah  Morfe. 

F  making 
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making,  reprefenting  the  importance  of  accuracy  in  thefe 
impreffions  ;  and  earncftly  praying  that  they  would  take 
fuch  meafures  as  the  Conftitution  may  permit,  that  no 
edition  oi  the  Bible,  or  its  tranflation,  be  publifhed  in 
America, without  its  being  carefully  infpedted,  and  certified 
to  be  free  from  error ;  and  requeuing  the  concurrence  of  the 
Baptiftinterefl,  throughout  the  United  States,  inthismat- 
ter,  which  is  of  thehigheft  importance  to  all  denominations 
of  ChriiHans,  as  they  all  appeal  to  the  Holy  Bible  as  the 
Handard  of  truth.’*  Upon  due  confideration  of  this  matter 

Voted,  That  we  the  Members  of  this  Aflociation  feel 
ourfelves  under  very  great  obligations  to  our  reverend  bre¬ 
thren  for  their  early  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
purity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Stillman,  Mr.  Backus,  Mr. Smith,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Green,  be  appointed  a  committee,  in 
behalf  of  this  Aflociation,  to  prepare  andtranfmit  a  petition 
to  Congrefs  on  this  important  fubjedh 

Voted,  That  the  fame  committee  tranfmit  an  anfwer  to 
the  letter  now  before  us,  alluring  thofe  gentlemen,  that  we 
heartily  concur  in  the  meafure  propofed,  and  are  equally 
cefirous  of  cultivating  a  friendly  andChriftian  intercourse 
with  them,  and  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians  ;  believing 
that  fuch  an  intercoufe  between  good  men  of  different 
denominations  and  fentiments,  efpecially  the  miniflers  of 
the  Gofpel,  will  have  a  happy  tendency  to  harmonize 
them,  remove  unreafonable  prejudices,  to  promote  a  fpirit 
of  love  and  candor,  and  thus  eifentially  ferve  the  interefts 
of  our  holy  religion;  and  that  italfo  might  have  a  benefi¬ 
cial  influence  on  the  civil  affairs  of  our  country. 

Voted,  That  this  matter  be  recommended  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  feveral  Baptift  Affociations  throughout  the 
United  States,  earne&ly  requefting  them  to  unite  with  us, 
and  the  feveral  denominations  of  Chriftian^,  in  a  meafure 
fo  truly  interefting* 

Read  and  approved  the  circular  letter  prepared  by  Mr. 
Grafton. 

Read  and  approved  the  letter  to  the  correfponding  affoci- 
ations,  prepared  by  Meffrs.  Backus,  Green,  and  Maxy. 

Chofe  Dr.  Manning  our  meffenger  to  the  Philadelphia 
Aflociation,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New-York,  the  firffc 
Tueiday  in  Odlober. 

Meffrs.  Brethren  Smith,  Green,  and  Crofman,  to  the 
New-Hampfhire  Affociation,  to  convene  at  Brentwood, 
ike  fecond  Wednefday  in  June,  1791# 


Brethren 
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Brethren  Thomas  Baldwin  and  Nathan  Dana,  to  the 
Woodftock  Affociation,  to  meet  at  Canaan,  thelaft  Wednefi* 
day  in  September. 

Brother  Obed  Warren  and  Brother  NathanDana,  to  the 
Shaftsbury  Affociation. 

Brother  Lewis  and  Brother  Grafton,  to  the  Stonington 
Affociation,  to  meet  at. Stonington,  on  the  third  Tuefday 
in  October. 

Brother  Sylvanus  Haynes  to  convey  our  letter  to  the 
Vermont  Affociation,  and  open  a  correfpondence  with 
them. 

Brother  Smith  was  appointed  to  write  the  circular  letter 
to  the  churches  next  year. 

The  next  Affociation  to  be  held  at  New-Rowley,  the 
Tuefday  after  the  firft  Wednefday  in  September,  1791,  at 
2  o’clock,  P.  M.  Dr.  Stillman  to  preach  the  introductory 
fermon  ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Green,  of 
Cambridge. 

Brother  Backus  concluded  by  prayer. 

Sermon  in  the  afternoon  by  Brother  Baldwin  j  and  one 
in  the  evening  by  Brother  Backus. 

CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

Beloved,  Brethren  : 

DIVINE  Providence  hath  indulged  us  with  another 
anniverlary  interview,  by  which  we  not  only  obtain 
knowledge  of  the  circumftances  of  the  churches  that  com- 
pofe  this  Convention,  but  acquire  information  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom  through  this  extenfive  Continent. 

It  muff  give  peculiar  plealure  to  every  pious  foul,  to 
hear  of  the  effufion  of  divine  grace  which  is  made  in  many 
places ;  and  that  pur  afeended  Lord  is  making  a  willing 
people  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

Several  churches  in  this  Affociation  have  occafion  to 
praife  God,  for  the  gracious  influence  of  his  Spirit  granted 
them ;  and  the  churches  in  general,  for  that  degree  of 
harmony  which  they  enjoy.  Yet  we  have  caufe  to 
mourn,  and,  in  the  deepeft  humiliation  before  God,  to 
acknowledge  our  ingratitude  and  unfruitfulnefs,  under 
thefe  fpecial  favours. 

Certain  it  is,  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  no  preceding  age, 
was  indulged  with  greater  privileges,  civil  and  religious, 
than  in  this,  yet  how  far  inferior  in  faith  and  love  are  we 

F  2  t# 
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to  thofe  faints  who  have  lived  before  us  !  Blufh,  and  he 
afhamed,  Oh  profefibr,  at  this  ! 

To  profefs  religion,  is  one  thing,  but  to  be  truly  pious  is 
another.  It  is  to  be  feared,  there  are  many  who  place  the 
Whole  of  religion  in  certain  feelings,  and  have  their  good- 
nefs  by  fits  and  ftarts,  who  are  inattentive  to  the  fruits  of 
the  fpirit.  The  Chriftian  is  reprefented  in  God’s  word, 
as  one  who  evidences  his  faith  by  his  works,  which  not  only 
intends  his  conformity  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
now  and  then  an  a&  of  kindnefs  to  his  fuffering  brother, 
but  involves  in  it  the  temper  and  fpirit  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Let 
•ibis  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  jfefus. 

By  poftefting  thefe  things,  we  obtain  evidence  to  our- 
felves,  that  we  are  the  children  of  light;  we  have  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  religion  we  profefs  ;  we  maintain  the  fellow- 
fhip  and  confidence  of  our  brethren,  and  convince  thofe 
who  are  around  us,  that  religion  is  not  mere  imagination, 
or  an  empty  name.  But  he  who  laeketh  thefe  things ,  is  blind , 
and  cannot  fee  far  off,  and  has  forgotten  that  he  was  purged 
from  his  old  fins. 

It  ihould  be  the  ftudy  of  the  Chriftian,  to  be  ufeful  in 
the  church  of  Chrift,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  fociety ;  by  which  he  will  glorify  God,  honour 
and  recommend  religion. 

Candour  and  catholiciftn  are  tempers  much  to  be  culti¬ 
vated  in  all  our  conduct  and  intercourfe  with  Chriftians  of 
different  fentiments  from  us.  A  cenforious,  a  bigotted 
temper,  we  abhor :  yet  we  cannot  difpenfe  with  what  we 
believe  to  be  truth  and  duty,  to  gratify  their  feeling,  or  to 
accommodate  ourfelves  to  their  opinions. 

Much,  very  much,  depends  upon  a  uniformity  of  conduit 
in  thofe  who  profefs  religion.  The  glory  of  God,  the 
honour  of  Chrift,  the  intereft  and  excellence  of  religion, 
/and  our  prefent  happinefs,are  connected, ’clofely  conneited 
with  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  the  friends  of 
Jefus  Chrift. 

W e  might  produce  many  important  arguments  toenforce 
the  preceding  remarks,  but  the  limits  of  a  circular  letter 
forbid  us.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  the  purity  of  the  Divine  Being, 
his  everlafting  love  to  his  people,  the  holy  nature  ofhis  law, 
the  grace  andexampleofourLord  JelusChrift,  theexamples 
of  faints,  as  recorded  in  the  holy  feriptures,  are  arguments, 
convincing  arguments,  to  excite  us  tQ  walk  worthy  the  holy 
vocation  wherewith  we  are  called. . 


Finally,. 
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Finally,  brethren,  whatfoever  things  are  true,  honeft, 
juft,  pure,  lovely,  of  good  report,  if  there  be  any  virtue,  if 
there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thele  things. 

We  cannot  but  notice  the  frown  of  Divine  Providence 
upon  this  Aflociation,  fince  our  laft  meeting,  in  the  death 
of  our  worthy,  much  lamented,  and  very  ufeful  brother, 
Thomas  Gair,  whofe  gifts  and  exertions  have  been  ol  lin¬ 
gular  advantage  to  this  Aflociation.  It  is  worthy  our 
grateful  obfervation,  that  this  Aflociation  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  twenty-three  years,  and  Brother  Gair  is  only  the 
fecond  minifterwho  has  died  belonging  to  it,  flnce  it  was 
formed.*'  May  this  inftance  be  a  monitor  to  his  fur- 
viving  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  to  be  faithful  unto 
death,  that  they  may  receive  a  crown  of  life  ! 

Brethren ,  the  Grace  of  Our  Lord  Jfns  Chrift  be  with 
'  your  fpirits.  Amen. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Aflociation, 

SAMUEL  STILLMAN,  Moderator. 
JOSEPH  GRAFTON,  Clerk. 

*  The  other  was  Brother  John  Davis,  A.  M.  who  was  pallor  of  the  2d 
Baptift  Church  in  Bofton,  and  died  December  13th,  1773)  at  t^ie  Chio,  / 
while  on  a  vifit  for  his  health. 


EXTRACTS 

From  the  American  Aflociation  Letters,  and  from  the 
Perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  EngUJh  and  the 
American  Brethren. 

From  the  Correfponding  Committee*  of  the 
Charlefon  Aflociation,  S.  Carolina ,  reb.  2,  1789. 

To  the  Rev.  Mr. - 

- WE  take,  the  liberty  again  to  inform  you, 

that  it  is  the  defire  of  this  Aflociation  to  cultivate  a 
more  general  acquaintance  with  their  brethren  in  Europe^ 

*  Charleflon  Affociation,  061.  27,  x 7 78.- — - Rev.  Richard  Furman, 

Col.  Thomas  Screven,  and  Captain  John  Hart,  are  appointed  a  committee 
to  take  proper  meafures  for  opening  a  corrtfpondence  with  other  ailocia- 
dons  in  England,  &c.  Sc c. 

f  3  hoping 
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hoping  that  mutual  advantages  may  arife  from  it.  From 
your  fituation  in  the  metropolis,  we  apprehend  your  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  ftate  of  religion  in  the  kingdom  muft  beexten- 
five,  nor  do  we  doubt  your  willingnefs  to  forward  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Chriftian  Church.  W e  therefore  requeft  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  favour  us  with  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  the  Baptift  Churches  in  England — and  we  more 
efpecially  defire  an  acquaintance  with  the  churches  in 
London,  and  the  time  and  place  oftheir  affociate  meetings. 
W e  are  happy  to  think  that  in  various  nations,  divided  not 
only  by  lofty  mountains,  vaft  defarts,  and  extenfive  oceans* 
but  by  different  manners,  languages,  and  political  regula¬ 
tions,  the  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  the  bleflings 
of  grace,  are  diffufed ;— that  our  glorious  Redeemer  is 
gathering  and  fecuring  a  people  to  himfelf,  who  are  ripen¬ 
ing  for  the  glory  and  bleffednefs  of  the  eternal  world;  and 
v/ho,  when  the  fcheme  of  Providence  and  grace  is  com¬ 
pleted,  will  be  brought  into  the  moft  intimate  acquaintance;, 
and  indiffoluble,  happy  union  with  each  other, 

Charlotte  County ,  Virginia. 

LONG  have  I  been  defirous  a  door  of  correfpondence 
might  be  opened  between  the  minifters  and  churches  of 
Chriff  of  the  ifap///?  denomination  in  Europe,  efpecially  in 
your  kingdom,  andthofe  of  North  America,  Sic.  For  not- 
withffanding  we  are  at  the  diffance  of  3000  miles,  yet  we 
are  born  of  the  fame  Spirit,  and  purfuing  the  fame  glorious 
objedt.  The  convulfions  and  fluctuations  of  the  times, 
with  other  circumftances,  have  hitherto  prevented  my 
making  an  attempt;  but  confldering  the  defirablenefs  and 
excellency  of  Chriftian  acquaintance,  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit,  and  the  feliowfhip  of  theChurches,  I  have  ventured 
to  draw  a  bow ,  and  leave  the  event  to  Divine  Providence. 
Though  I  am  not  an  old  man,  I  have  feen  Virginia  as  dark 
as  midnight  touching  fpiritual  things,  except  in  a  few  in- 
ftances  ;  but  glory  be  to  God,  we  that  fat  in  darknefs  have 
feen  a  great  light  !  The  Sun  of  Righteoufnels,  with  divinely 
illuminating  and  cheering  rays,  feems  to  he  riling  to  his 
meridian  lpiendor  in  our  hemifpKere  ;  Jefus  is  going  forth 
with  a  bow  and  a  crown,  conquering  and  to  conquer;  and 
we,  the  defpifed  Baptifts,  have  become  a  numerous,  and, 
bleffed  be  God,  a  united  people.  Could  you  be  wafted 
acrofs  the  Atlantic  upon  the  wings  of  an  angel,  and  fit  down 
among  us,  your  foul  would  triumph,  and  you  would  ftretch 
forth  your  hands  to  enable  your  little  filler  in  the  wildernefs 
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to  make  advances.  If  God  fliould  blefs  the  defign,  and  a 
door  of  correfpondence  fhould  be  opened  and  maintained, 
if  I  am  fpared,  I  (ball  in  future  give  you  a  more  circumftan- 
tial  account  of  our  churches.  See.  At  prefent  fuffice  it  to 
fay,  we  became  fo  numerous  and  fo  extenfively  fituated, 
that  we  could  not  \vith.  propriety  aflociate  at  one  place  aiid 
time ;  therefore  divided  into  various  convenient  diflitcls, 6, 

7,  &c.  each  diftria  to  fend  delegates  annually  to  meet  in 
general  committee;  by  which  the  general  union  and  har¬ 
mony  is  maintained.  Xherewerehom  our  beginning,  bars 
ofdiftinaion  kept  up,  and  we  lived  under  the  titles  of 
Regulars  and  Separates-,  but  the  Lord,  in  his  wonder¬ 
working  goodnefs,  has  caufed  this  unhappinefs  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  we  have  become  an  united  people,  and  are  now 
diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  The  United '  Raptiji  Churches 
in  Virginia  \  the  blefled  and  happy  elTeids  or  which  it  is 
out  of  my  power  minutely  to  deicribe.  We  had  oefore, 
but  particulary  at  the  time  of  the  union’s  taking  place, 
adopted  in  a  loft,  general  manner,  what  is  called  with  us, 

«  The  Philadelphia  Confeflion  of  Faith,”  and  which  is 
better  known  with  you,  by  the  title  of  44  A  Con feiiion  of 
Faith  fet  forth  by  upwards  of  a  hundred  Congregations  in 
England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1689.”  I  mention  this,  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  our  principles  in  the  general.  Before 
die  American  Revolution  took  place,  the  Baptifts  upon  this 
Continent,  at  leaft  as  far  as  related  to  us,  had  a  very  fuper- 
ficial  knowledge  of  each  other  out  of  their  own  colonies, 
/now  ftates)  only  where  they  were  neighbours  ;  but  lines 
then,  an  univerfal  acquaintance  and  harmony  fee  ms  to  be 
taking  place,  much  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Redeemer’s  interelK  PJew  England  was  as 
much,  or  more  out  of  our  idea,  than  Old  England ;  but 
now,  blefled  be  God,  not  only  an  epiflolary  acquaintance 
and  correfpondence  is  kept  up,  but  perfonal  vints  have 
adfually  taken  place,  dt  leafl  from  them  to  us;  the  ialutary 
effeds  of  which  we  are  daily  experiencing.  Thefe  things 
prompt  me  to  be  more  determined,  I  hope  with  an  eye  to 
the  glory  of  God,  to  extend  the  correlponuence  to  oui 
brethren  and  fathers  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  Much 
in  favour  to  us  may  be  expected  to  refult  theiefiom.'^ 

*  The  latter  r>art  of  this  letter  contains  a  plan  which,  when  realized, 
will  probably  be  of  confidence  fervice  to  the  interefts  of  religion.  It  was 
forwarded  by  way  of  Providence,  accompanied  with  a  polite  epiftle  from 
Prefident  Manning,  expreffive  of  his  approbation  of  the  general  deiign, 
a  defign  which  by  this  time  maybe  more  matured,  and,  I  tlun<c,  needs  on  j 
to  be  known,  in  order  to  be  executed. 

F  4 
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Rhode  Ijland,  March  13,  1789. 

IN  Virg  ima ,  the  Lord  reigns  glorioufly.  Thoufands 
are  converted  there,  in  a  judgment  of  charity,  year  after 
year,  and  the  Baptift  churches  are  multiplied  and  greatly 
increafed,  as  appears  by  every  account  I  receive  from 
thence.  Their  number  in  that  Hate  ?s  upwards  of  art 
liundred.  They  are  about  to  pubHfb  their  Hijiory.  The 
venerable  Ilaac  Backus,  of  Middlehorough,  is  gone  there 
on  avift,  by  whom,  on  his  return  I  expect  to  receive 
particular  information  from  that  quarter.  Georgia  too  has 
been  gracioufly  vifited  for  fome  time  pait,  and  the  work 
continues.  This  has  been,  and  Hill  is  the  cafe,  in  many 
ol  the  interior  parts  of  New  York ,  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
MaJJach u Jetts ,  and  in  fome  parts  of  New  Hampjkire . 
This  work  appears  much  more  genuine  and  free  from 
enthufiafm  than  in  fome  former  reformations.  About 
the  middle  of  laid  winter  a  revival  began  in  Swanfea ,  and 
ipreads  faff.  A  confiderable  number  have  there  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  been  added  to  to  our  churches.  Provi¬ 
dence  alfo  has  fome  degree  of  this  gracious  vifitation  efpe~ 
cialiy  of  late’among  the  blackpeople,  feveral  ofwhomappear 
under  deep  concern,  while  others,  it  is  hoped  have  found 
Chrifl.  Oh  !  for  more  of  this  work.  I  entertain  a  hope 
that  America  is  about  to  fee  a  brighter  day  than  for  fome. 
years  paid. 

< 

From  a  Senior  Paedobaptifl  Mmifler  at  —  —  in 
Maffachufetts ,  May  15,  1789. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  : 

I  RECEIVED  and  read  with  much  pleafure  the - * 

Baptift,  See.  I  cannot  bur  rejoice  to  fee,  what  appear  to 
me  to  be,  the  important  and  fundamental  dodtrines  of  the 
Gofpel,  fo  clearly  and  fully  afferted  in  it.  Thefe  truths 
have  been  gradually  gaining  ground  in  this  country,  ever 
fince  the  writings  of  the  late  excellent  Prefident  Edwards 
have  fpread  amohgft  us;  and  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
them  is  Hill  making  progrefs  especially  in  New .  England, 
notwithstanding  the  opposition  they  meet  with  from  the 
hearts  of  men  and  the  indefatigable  labours  of  their  enemies 
Wherever  there  appears  to  be  a  genuine  work  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men,  thefe  doctrines 
are  received  and  relifhed.  And  many  parts  of  our  land 
have  of  late  years  been  gracioufly  vifited,  and  wonderfully 
bleiTed  with  revivals  qf  religion,  and  the  outpourings  of 

God’s 
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God's  holy  fpirit,  and  numbers,  we  hope,  brought  into 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  Even  at  the  prefent  time,  we  are 
not  left  deftitute  of  tokens  for  good,  and  bleffed  teftimo- 
nies  of  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift.  There  are  feveral 
towns  in  Berkjbire ,  and  in  the  adjoining  county,  Hampjhirey 
in  which  a  glorious  work  of  God’s  Spirit,  as  we  truft,  is 
begun,  and  carrying  on.  And  even  in  this  place,  very 
lately,  God  feems  gracioufly^  to  have  begun  to  work. 
Within  feventeen  years  paft,  we  have  been  gracioufly  vL 
fited  with  two  awakenings,  which  were  conliderably  ge¬ 
neral  ;  and  numbers,  we  hope,  at  thoie  periods,  as  w  ell  as 
fome  at  other  times,  have  been  favingly  converted.  The 
hopes  of  God’s  children  amongft  us  now  revive,  and  their 
expeditions  are  in  fome  meafure  animated  by  tne  profpedb 
of  another  gracious  vifit  from  on  high.  How  do  I  need 
the  prayers  of  God’s  people  at  fuch  a  time  as  this  5^  Thofe 
.words  of  Chrift  to  Paul,  My  grace  is fufficient for  thee ,  for 
my  Jtrength  is  made  perfect  inweaknefs,  are  very  fupporting. 
As  the  fame  bleffed  Spirit  who  dilated  the  truths  of  the 
word  of  God,  operates  upon  the  minds,  and  dwells  in  tne 
hearts  of  all  his  children,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe  that  they 
are  all  brought  to  reliiii  and  embrace  the  lame  dodtiines 
in  general,  in  fome  proportion  to  their  opportunities  and 
advantages  of  acquaintance  with  them.  I  ruth  is  uni¬ 
form  j  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  uniform  j  and, 
the  external  evidence  of  every  revealed  trutn  one  and  tne 
fame.  So  that  we  e  our  minds  entirely  candid  and  unpreju¬ 
diced,  there  would  be  no  unhappy  diffeiences,  no  dividing 
fentiments  amongft  the  friends  and  followeis  of  Chi  in. 
But,  alas  !  we  are. none  of  us  free  from  prepoffeffion  and 
prejudice  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree.  Perfect  union, 
both  in  fentiment  and  in  heart,  is  not  therefore  to  be 
expeaed,  ’till  the  church  arrives  at  the  world  of  light, 
where  all  fin  and  darknefs  w ill  be  done  away. 


The  Roanoak  Diftria  Affociation,  Virginia r,  convened 
at  GraJJy  Greek  IVfeeting-houfe,  ^atuiday  iCili  of 
May,  and  days  following,  17S9. 

BROTHER  James  Hunt  preached  an  agreeable  dif- 

courfe  from  Sol.  Song,  ii,  11,  12. 

Brother  Samuel  Elarris  was  choferi  moderator,  and 

brother  John  Williams  clerk.  Letters  from  twenty 

churches 
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churches  were  read. — We  hope,  in  future,  the  churches 
will  put  it  in  the  power  of  their  editors  to  publifti  a  par¬ 
ticular  ftate  of  each,  their  number,  &c.  the  authenticity 
of  which  is  circumftantially  proved  from  feveral  hints  in 
the  New  Teftament,  but  in  particular  A£b  i.  15  ;  though 
it  is  not  to  be  done  in  the  fame  foirit  that  influenced  David 
to-  number  Ifrael,  for  which  the  fcourge  of  God  was  fc- 
verely  felt. 

Meffrs.  Samuel  Harris,  John  Williams,  and  William 
Dobfon, appointed  to  preach  to  the  congregation  that  may 
attend  at  this  place  to-morrow,  it  being  the  Lord’s  day. 

.Unanimoufiy  agreed,  that  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  be  duly  admirtiftered,  at  every  of  our  affociatioim 
upon  the  Lord’s  day. 

Clofe  attendance  upon  other  things  prevented  a  circular 
letter,  and  letter  to  our  general  committee ;  therefore, 
agreed  to  lodge  the  truft  thereof  in  the  hands  of  our  clerk, 
brother  John  Williams,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  fenfe* 
of  this  affociation  in  both  particulars.  Voted,  That  our 
next  affociation  be  held  at  Cataubo  meeting  houfe,  Halifax 
county,  and  that  it  begin  the  4th  Saturday  in  Qdlober  next. 

EXTRACT 

OF 

THE  CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

Dear  Brethren  in  the  Lord : 

THE  major  part  of  the  churches  belonging  to  our 
diftrict  met  by  their  minilters  and  meifengers,  agree¬ 
able  to  appointment •,  and,  coriiidering  our  unfettled 
circumftance  in  affociating,  (  this  being  our  fecond 
meeting  fmee  the  conftitution  of  our  diftriH,)  upon  the 
whole,  we  had  a  comfortable  interview,  and  many  things 
put  in  train,  which,  with  God’s  bleffmg,  will  render  it 
more  and  more  fo  in  future.  Excepting  a  few  inftances, 
we  had  agreeable  accounts  from  the  churches,  touching 
the  advancement  of  Emanuel’s  in  ter  eft  ;  and  from  fame 
parts  very  much  fo.  May  the  divine  effufton  become  ge¬ 
neral  !  may  the  bleflbd  Jefus  go  forth  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  until  his  name  and  praife  be  one  in  all  the  earth  ! 

■ — The  principal  defign  of  our  affociating  is  inftrument- 
ally  to  promote  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  Zion,  give  aflift- 
ance  and  advice  in  difficult  cafes,  *  and,  to  the  utmoft  of' 
our  power,  eftablifti  permanent  harmony  and  concord  in 
fpiritual  ifrael.  Several  matters  of  fome  note  came  under 

our 
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our  obfervation,  which,  with  our  decifions,  are  in  the 
minutes;  but  we  fuppofe,  from  their  great  utility,  that 
there  are  two  of  them  which  deferve  to  be  particularly 
mentioned. 

Fir (l.  It  is  thought  very  expedient  to  form  or  compile 
a  hiftory  of  the  baptized  churches  in  Virginia  j  their  rife, 
nroffrefs,  hindrances,  remarkable  events  and  occurrences, 
chief  inftruments,  prefent  condition,  &c.  Our  general 
commitee  have  taken  up  the  matter,  and  appointed  mmiliers 
in  the  various  diftri&stocolle&:  materials,  who  find  it  very 
necelFary  to  claim  the  exertions  and  affiftancc  of  the  feverai 
churches,  minifters,  and  other  individuals.  We  defn  e  every 
circumftance  to  be  handed  forth  in  as  clear  and  confpicuous 
a  point  of  view  aspoffible,  perfectly  confident  with  candor 
and  truth,  capable  of  bearing  the  nioft  critical  remarks. 

Secondly ,  That  of  raifing  ana  fupporting  feminaries  of 
learning.  Two  at  prefent  are  propofed  in  our  date,  one  on 
each  fide  of  James  river.  We  have  fufficient  encouragement 
from  our  learned  brethren  in  the  North,  that  we  fhall  not 
want  for  able  fkilful  teachers.  This  will  alio  1  equire  very 
diligent  exertions,  and  liberal  contributors.  And  it  we,  ill 
this,  as  we  ought  in  every  thing,  do  it  with  a  fmgle  eye  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  ot  the  Redeems  s 
intered,  then  fhall  we  have  fufficient  grounds  to  hope  we 
fhall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Heaven. 

Dear  brethren  !  fufter  a  word  01  exnprtation.  We  live 
in  an  extraordinary  day,  under  the  benign  influence  of  the 
Gofpel  Sun,  that  feems  to  be  riling  to  his  meridian  height ; 
no  nation  or  people,  flnce  government  was  fiift  introuuced 
into  the  world,  ever  enjoyed  equal  privileges  witn  us.  W  e 
boad  not  merely  a  toleration  from  the  civil  laws,  but  a  uni- 
verfalfree  exercifcofthelaws  and  government  of  Ghrijl^  with¬ 
out  any  kind  of  check  or  control  from  the  hand  ofopprefiion. 
How  ought  every  one  to praife  the  Lord jor  his  goodnefs  and 
wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men  !  How  ought  we  to 
wrejlle  with  God  in  prayer  for  grace  equal  to  the  day ,  that  we 
may  not, like  Jefhurun, grow  wanton,  and  abide  the  glorious 
privileges!  Notwithstanding  all  that  Jehovah  is  doing  for 
our  American  lands,  yet  look  round  and  behola  wnat  ciouds 
of  thouphtlefs,  ungrateful  men  and  women!  the  majoi  pair 
of  our  neighbours  and  f  amilies  perhaps  careiefs  in  im,  01 
revelling  in  vice  and  luxury,  i  he  inedimabie  woith  oi 
fouls,  the  caufe  of  God  in  general, and  our  numerous  civil 
privileges,  combine  to  call  upon  us  in  the  inoit  ferious  and 
pointed  terms,  to J, landfall  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrijl  has 

made 
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made  us  free.  Every  circumftance  points  out  to  us  the 
importance  and  neceffity  of  holy  living— pious  deport¬ 
ment — a  well-educated  offspring — and  proper  family 
government.  Matters  and  miftreffes  of  families  may 
do  much;  yea,  very  much  is  required  and  expected  from 
fuch.  Of  what  avail  will  be  the  bell  laws  and  well-order¬ 
ed  civil  governments,  the  moll  virtuous  rulers,  and  warm 
pathetic  addrettes.  from  the  pulpit,  if  religious  domeftic 
government  is  not  fupported  ?  What  very  great  difcou- 
ragement  mutt;  the  faithful  ininifters  of  the  gofpel  be  under 
when  profeffors  do  not  aid  them  by  their  pious  exertions  : 
Therefore,  dear  brethren,  be  exhorted  toftrengthen  their 
hands,  by  walking  and  fteadily  perfevering  in  every  prac¬ 
tical  part  of  Chriftianity.  In  fine,  let  us  all,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power,  ftand  up  firm  for  the  cauie  of  virtue 
and  religion  ;  let  us  bear  open  and  practical  teftimony 
againft  the  dittipation,  luxuries,  and  extravagancies  which 
too  much  prevail  in  many  parts,  and  which,  in  their  very 
nature,  awfully  threaten  the  intereft  of  liberty,  learn¬ 
ing,  morality,  and  religion. 


TVaJhington  County,  P ennfylvania ,  June  2,  1789. 

I  HEARTILY  thank  you,  for  your  acquiefcing  in 
a  correfpondence.  There  is  no  fubjecl  more  delightful 
to  good  men,  than  Chrift  and  the  fpread  of  his  kingdom. 
His  ftately  goings  have  been  clearly  feen  in  the  wettern 
world,  fo  that  many  fouls  have  been  made  to  rejoice  in 
the  falvationof  a  bleeding  Saviour;  efpecjally  at  Kentuc- 
key,  a  country  fettled  about  fifteen  years  imce,  down  the 
Ohio  river,  about  500  miles  from  ds,  where  many  of 
our  friends  are  gone,  and  who  are  indeed  the  prevailing- 
denomination  there.  In  my  next,  {hall  fend  you  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  the  number  of  minifters  of  every  deno¬ 
mination,  both  here  and  at  Rentuckev.* 


THE  Shaftefbury  Affociation,  at  their  convention  in 
Hillfdale ,  June  3d  and  4th,  1789. 

Wednefday,  June  3.— At  two  o’clock,  p.  m.  Elder 
Peter  Werden  preached  the  introductory  fermon,  from 
2  1  im.  ii.  15.— -Chofe  brother  Samuel  Waldo  moderator , 

*  Such  an  account  would  be  peculiarly  acceptable,  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

and 
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and  brother  Juftus  Hull,  clerk. — Letters  from  feventeen 
churches  were  read,  and  the  following  account  taken ;  . 


Added  - 

HH 

1 

1 

1 

I 

T 

1 

Difmiffed 

-  -  -  16 

Excluded 

-  _  -  -  -  -  16 

Dead  - 

------  5  37 

Increafed  -  -  -  -  137 

Adjourned  till  half  after  eight  to-morrow  morning,, 

Thurfday,  June  4th.— Met,  purfuant  to  adjournment* 
Elder  Blood  delivered  a  difcourfe  from  Heb.  v.  13,  14.— 
Letters  to  the  filler  affociations  were  read  and  approved, 
and  meffengers  appointed  to  feveral  affociations. 

As  the  churches  of  Stillwater  and  Hillfdale  have  figni- 
fied'in  their  letters,  See.  that  their  refpebtive  elders,  Le¬ 
muel  Powers  and  Stephen  Gano,  are  difpofed  to  travel  con- 
fiderable  part  of  their  time,  and  preach  the  gofpel;  and  the 
churches  acquiefcing  therein,  have  requefted  us  to  fend 
fupplies  to  and  provide  for  them,  while  their  elders  may 
be  abfent :  we  heartily  rejoice  to  find  the  churches’  elders 
engaged  in  the  fpread  of  truth,  and  do  appoint  them  fupplies. 

Our  next  affociation  will  be  held  in  elder  W er den’s 
meeting-houfe,  Adams,  on  the  firff  Wednefday  ol  June 
next. — Introductory  fermon  to  be  preached  by  elder  Sa¬ 
muel  Waldo,  and  in  cafe  of  failure  by  elder  Lemuel  Powers. 

From  three  Letters  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ifaac  Backus, 
dated  Middle  ho  rough ,  July  6.— Oct.  9,  1789. 

LAST  September,  our  affociation  received  an  earneff 
requeft  from  our  brethren  in  Virginia ,  for  fome  of  our 
labourers  to  come  over  and  help  them. 

I  was  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  affociation  ;  and 
though  I  did  not  think,  at  firff,  it  would  do  for  me  to  go, 
being  65  years  of  age,  the  20th  of  laft  January,  yet  I  was 
at  length  convinced  of  duty.  I  failed  from  Rhode  Ijlandy 
January  the  2d,  and  landed  in  North  Carolina  the  10th  ; 
betwixt  which  and  May  27,  I  travelled  and  preached 
in  fix  counties  in  that  ffate,  and  twenty-three  coun¬ 
ties  in  Virginia ,  and  preached  in  the  whole  one  hundred 
and  feventeen  fermons  to  very  attentive  audiences.  I  was 
at  one  affociation  in  Chcjlerfield  county,  May  9,  and  at  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  IJls  of  Wight  county,  May  16th,  each  of  which 
held  three  days. ;  and  four  fermons  were  preached  on  the 
I  Oth  and  17  th,  perhaps  to  2000  people  each  day.  Confidering 
the  former  darknefs  they  were  in  under  epifcopalminiffers, 

molt 
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moft  of  whom  were  drunkards,  Card-players,  and  fwearers* 
it  is  wonderful  to  fee  to  what  light  and  love  they  have 
attained.  Three Baptift  minifters  went  from New  England 
to  North  Carolina  about  thirty-four  years  ago:  from 
their  labours  a  glorious  reformation  hath  fpread  quite 
through  to  Georgia ,  where  it  is  now  going  on  powerfully. 
About  1758  there  were  fome  beginnings  in  Virginia ; 
but  though  before  1768  there  were  but  four  Baptift  churches 
in  the  hate,  there  are  now  not  lefs  than  an  hundred,  many 
of  which  have  from  one  to  fix  hundred  members,  many  of 
whom  are  negroes,  who  are  owned  as  brethren  by  many 
of  their  white  mailers  and  miftreftes,  who  hope  ere  long 
to  fee  them  relealed  from  fervitude.  My  pen  cannot  give 
you  an  adequate  iiea  of  what  God  hath  done  in  thefe  parts. 
Near  an  hundred  Baptift  Minifters,  or  perhaps  more,  have 
been  of  late  years  railed  up  in  Virginia, and  others  in  North 
Carolina ,  many  of  whom  I  faw  and  heard,  who  appeaV  to 
have  clear  ideas  of  dodrinal  and  experimental  religion, 
and  to  be  in  earneft  to  maintain  Gofpel  difeipline  in  their 
churches. 

TheEpifcopalians  in  Virginia  had  all  the  power  of  office, 
civil  and  religious,  in  their  own  hands,  from  their  firft 
plantation  in  1607  to  1775,  even  fo  as  to  imprifon  Baptift 
minifters  for  preaching,  which  was  done  io  late  as  1774* 
yet  now  their  power  is  lo  gone,  that  epifcopal  worfhippers 
are  hut  a  final!  fed  in  that  Hate,  and  have  no  power  to 
demand  a  farthing  from  any  man  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  minifters  ;  nor  has  any  tax  been  gathered  by  force 
to  fupport  any  denomination  of  Chriftians  lor  three  years 
paft.  Equal  Liberty  of  Confcience  is  eftablifhed,  as  fully  as 
words  can  exprefs  it.  O  !  when  fhali  it  be  fo  in  New 
England  f  However,  God  is  working  wonders  here.  In 
Hampjhtre  and  Berkjhire  in  our  ftate,  where  they  were 
killing  each  other  three  years  ago,  a  glorious  work  of 
grace  is  now  going  on,  and  large  additions  are  made  to 
old  Baptift  churches,  and  new  ones  are  gathered  in  divers 
places;  alfo  in  our  churches  at  Swanfea ,  JVarren,Digbton , 
and  fome  more  remote  places,  they  have  a  happy  time. 

One  likely  young  brother  came  over  with  me  to  our 
college  at  Providence ,  where  we  arrived  June  16,  and 
found  the  beginning  of  a  revival  of  religion  there. 

A  few  years  ago  you  afked  me,  Whether  I  could  not 
"obtain  accounts,  fo  as  to  publifh  a  hiftory  of  the  Baptifts  to 
the  Southward.  I  had  no  idea  of  it  then ;  but.feveral  of 
our  minifters  in  Virginia  are  collecting  hiftorical  mate¬ 
rials,  with  a  propofal  of  having  afliftance  hereafte  rfor 
publifhing  them. 


The 
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providence,  sept.  3,  1789. 

YESTERDAY  was  celebrated  the  Anniverfary  Com¬ 
mencement  of  Rhode-Ifland  College. — The  Honourable 
Chancellor  and  corporation  convened  in  College-hall ;  and 
after  having  tranfadied  the  neceflary  bufmefs  previous  to  the 
exercifes  of  the  day,  the  profeffion  was  formed  as  ufual, 
confifling  of  the  Undents,  candidates  for  degrees,  the 
inftruHors  and  corporation  of  the  college,  with  a  number 
of  refpedtable  literary  characters  from  abroad,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Baptift  Meeting-houfe,  when  the  following 
exercifes  were  performed  : 

Infirumental  mufic  while  the  auditors  were  feating 
themfelves. 

An  introduHory  prayer  by  the  Prefident. 

Salutatory  addrefles,  with  an  oration  on  the  progrefs 
and  improvement  of  the  arts  and  fcienceS  in  America — 
By  John  Clark  Nightingale. 

A  piece  of  muhe. 

A  horenfic  difpute  on  this  queftion,  u  Whethef 
Columbus,  by  difeovering  America,  benefited  mankind 
Between  Edward  Richmond  and  Paul  Draper. 

An  oration  on  patriotifm—  By  Jeremiah  Brown  Howell. 

A  funei  al  oiation  on  the  death  of  Levi  Hayes,  once 
a  member  of  the  clafs  which  graduated—- By  Nicholas 
Power* 

A  piece  of  mufic  was  then  performed,  which  concluded 
the  exercifes  of  the  forenoon. 

The  proceihonal  train  was  formed,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Chancellor’s. 

At  half  after  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  pro- 
ceffion  moved  from  the  Chancellor’s  to  the  Meeting-houfe. 

Mufic  while  the  audience  was  compofmg  itfelf. 

Then  began  the  performances  of  the  afternoon,  by  an 
oration  on  Liberty— By  Thomas  Park. 


An 
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An  oration  on  the  pleafures  of  the  i magi nat Ion— Bp 
Edward  Richmond; 

Mufic. 

An  oration,  {hewing  the  propriety  and  importance  of 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  gymnaftum  for  the  education  of 
American  youth — By  Lemuel  Lollock,  a  candidate  lor 
the  degree  of  Mafter  in  the  Arts. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  was  then  conferred 
on  the  following  young  Gentlemen,  viz.— Paul  Drapery 
James  Fenner,  Samuel  Green,  Jeremiah  Brown  Howell, 
John  Clark  Nightingale,  Thomas  Park,  Nicholas  Power,. 
Edward  Richmond,  and  James  Turts. 

The  degree  of  Mafter  in  the  Arts  on  Doctor  Elias 
Penniman,^  Oliver  Bowen,  Nicholas  Brown,  Benjamin 
Bowen  Carter,  Jonathan  Gould,  Timothy  Green,  Lemuel 
Kollock,  Jofeph  Mafon,  and  Preferved  Smith,  all  alumni 
of  the  college.  Alfo,  on  the  Rev,  Caleb  Alexander,, 
an  alumnus  of  Yale  College  j  and  the  honorary  degree 
of  Mafter  in  the  Arts  on  Dr.  Seth  Waftiburn. 

The  degree  of  Dodor  in  Divinity  was  conferred  on 
the  Rev.  Caleb  Evans,* *  of  Briftol,  Great  Britain. 

Then  followed  the  charge  delivered  by  the  prefident 
to  the  graduates.  This  was  fucceeded  by  a  poem,  and 
the  valedictions  of  the  clafs— By  James  Fenner. 

A  prayer  by  the  prefident  concluded  the  performances 

of  the  day. 

I  ■  . .  r--  ---  |  HUM  I  ■III 


Minutes  of  the  Aftociation  at  Philadelphia ,  Tuefday 
three  o’clock,  P.  M.  Od.  6,  1789. 

Sermon  by  brother  Lewis  Richards,  from  John  viii.  36. 
Jf  the  Son ,  therefore ,  jhall  make  you free ,  ye  jhall  be  free  indeed,- 
The  moderator  and  clerk  being  chofen,  letters  front 
thirty-nine  churches  were  read,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  there  were 

'  Baptized  -  -  -  373 

Received  by  Letter  -  42  415 

Difmiffed  -  -  ~  -  109 

Excluded  -  -  -  .  -  39 

Deceafed  -  -  -  -  43  191 


Increafe  -  -  -  224 

•  d  4 

*  Providence,  Feb.  4,  1790  — Rev.  Mr.  Caleb  Evans  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  at  our  Commencement  in  September 
laft.  Dr.  Stillman  named  Mr,  Evans,  and  the  fellowihip  were  unanimous 
in  granting  the  diploma, 

( jr^T 
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Three  churches  conftituted  within  the  laft  year,  one  at 
Marcus  Hook,  in  May;  another  at  the  Ridge,  Aug.  23, 
and  the  laft  on  Sep.  26,  defiring  to  join  this  Aflociation, 
were  admitted. 

Wednefday,  Otft.  7.  Met  this  morning  at  fix  o’clock  for 
prayer.  In  the  forenoon  read  very  agreeable  letters  from 
feveral  affociations,  conferred  upon  the  neceffity  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  raifing  a  fund  for  the  education  of  pious  and 
promifing  young  men  for  the  miniftry,  and  engaged  to  pro¬ 
mote  fufifcriptions  for  faid  purpofe. 

Agreeable  to  a  recommendation  in  the  letter  from  the 
church  at  Baltimore,  this  alfociation  declare  their  high  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  feveral  focieties  formed  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Europe,  for  the  gradual  Abolition  of  the  Slavery  of 
the  Africans,  and  for  guarding  againft  their  being  detained 
or  fent  off  as  Haves  after  having  obtained  their  liberty ;  and 
do  hereby  recommend  to  the  churches  we  reprefent,  to  form 
fimiliar  focieties,  and  exert  tnemfelves  to  obtain  this  impor¬ 
tant  object. 

Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Brother  Fojler.  Next  evening 
the  fermon  by  Dr.  Manning. 

Friday,  OdL  9.  Supplies  were  fixed  for  vacant  chur¬ 
ches. 

On  motion,  unanimoufiy  agreed,  That  as  our  churches 
in  the  middle  States  have  greatly  increafed,  an  hiftory  of  the 
fame  appears  to  be  eligible  :  and  as  Brother  Morgan  Edwards 
has  commenced  a  collection  of  materials  for  fuch  an  hiftory 
in  the  State  of  New  Jerfey— he  be  requefted  to  proceed  as  it 
may  be  convenient  for  him ;  and  that  any  of  our  brethren 
fo  laudably  difpofed,  be  intreated  either  to  collect  materials,  ' 
or  affjft  therein  *.  The  fubjedt  of  the  circular  letter  was,  ac~ 


The  foot  of  the  96th  page  of  the  Regifter  mentions  the  degree 
"Bailor  in  Divinity  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Caleb  Evans,  bv  the  Coi 


of 


lege  at  Providence,  Sep.  3,  1 

note  by  obferving,  That,  foon  ,  ^  _ _ 

honoured  theijnfelves  by  prefenting  him  with  the  fame  degree. 

Editor 


we  have  the  plealure  to  enlarge  that 
after j-the  King’s  College  at  Aberdeen 


*  Since  the  above  date,  Propofals  are  publifhing  for  printing  by  Sub- 
fcription,  si  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts  in  Jerfey ,  by  Rev.  Morgan  Ed* 
wards,  A.  M.  price  3s.  gd.vto  fubfcribers.  Subfcriptions  are  received 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Rogers ,  in  the  college  of  Philadelphia;  Mr. 
R'.ppov,  in  London;  Mr.  Ryiand,  at  Northampton  ;  a^d  Mr.  Sut  cliff,  at 
Olney.  v 
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extracts  from 


cording  to  the  fucceffion  of  order  in  the  confeflion  of  faith# 
on  Repentance  unto  life. 

Next  aflbciation  at  New  York,  Dr.  Jones  to  preach  the 
fermon,  Brother  Fofter  to  write  the  circular  letter.  *bermon 
this  evening  by  Brother  S .  Gana « 


MINUTES- 


OF  THE 


NITED  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION, 

Formerly  called  the; 

IvEHUKY  ASSOCIATION, 

Held  at  WhliefiehTs  Meeting-houfe,  in  Pitt  County ,  North 

Carolina,  061.  1789. 

Saturday,  061.  10,  1789.' 

A  FTER  a  fermon  preached  by  Brother  tenuis  Moore ,  from 
A  Rev.  iv.  i.  brother  tlijha  Battle  was  chbfen  moderator,  and 
Brother  Lemuel  Burkitt ,  clerk.  Letters  from  27  churches  were 
read,  and  a  lift  of  51  churches  taken,  many  of  whom  failing 
this  year  to  reprefent  themfelves  in  this  affociatlon,  the  cler^ 
could  not  afeertain  the  number  of  their  members  precifely ;  but 
it  appeared,  that  in  36  out  of  the  5  1  churches,  there  were  at  lean 

3’ A4cl™r7hartSLockwood’s  Folly  petitioned  by  letter  and  dele- 
cates  for  admiffion  into  this  affociation ;  on  examination,  finding 
them  orderly  and  orthodox,  they  were  received. 

On  motion  made  by  Brother  Burkitt,  and  founded  by  Brother 
Barrow,  re'folved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  or  conftitution  for  the  future  government  of  the  aflociation. 
Accordingly  Brother  Burkitt,  Brother  Barrow,  Brother  Rols, 

Brother  Read,  and  Brother  Moorey  were  appointed.^  . 

On  motion,  the  decorum,  or  rules  of  the  aftociation,  weie 

16  Brother  Burkitt,  front  the  committee  appointed  by  a  refolution 
of  the  laid  Oftober  aflbciation,  to  propofe  meafures  for  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  In  the  church  at  Kehuky,  reported.  That  the  committee 
attended  according  to  appointment,  and  thought  it  belt  to  adviL 
'  that  church  to  relate  their  experiences  to  each  other,  and  come 
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under  re-examination,  in  order  to  regain  a  general  fellowfhip; 
which  was  unanimoufly  agreed"to  by  tne  church,  and  accordingly 
put  in  praflice. 

The  affociation  concurred  with  the  report. 

0n  motion.  Brother  Jacob  Battle  was  appointed  to  receive 
the  contributions  from  the  different  «hurches  for  the  ail'ociatioQ- 
fnnd. 

On  motion  by  Brother  Burkitt,  feconded  by  Brother  MfCabe„ 
refolved,  That  three  minifters  be  appointed  to  preach  to-mor¬ 
row.  Accordingly  Brother  Burkitt,  Brother  Barrow,  and  Bro¬ 
ther  Read,  were  appointed. 

The  affociation  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  eight  o’clock. 

Monday  morning,  Odlober  12.  Met  according  to  adjournment. 
• — A  church  in  Robinfon  county,  under  the  paftoral  care  of  Ja¬ 
cob  Tarver,  petitioned  by  letter  and  delegates  for  admiffion  into 
this  affociation.  -  On  examination,  finding  them  orthodox  and 
orderly,  they  were  received. 

On  motion,  refolved.  That  we  now  take  into  confideration  the 
matter  concerning  the  jundtion  of  the  affociation. 

Whereas  a  divifion  heretofore  fubfifted  between  the  churches 
in  the  affociation  called  the  Kehuky  Affociation,  thofe  bars  being 
taken  down  by  the  churches  themfelves,  and  approved  of  by  the 
affociation  ;  and  as  it  is  the  defire  of  the  churches,  and  this  affo¬ 
ciation,  that  we  again  become  one  body,  as  formerly;  agreed, 
that  the  following  churches  be  confidered  as  part  of  our  body,  vig. 

1.  The  church  on  Reedy  Greek,  in  Warren  county,  under  the 
care  of  Lewis  Moore. 

2.  The  church  on  Sandy  Creek,  in  Franklin  county,  under 
the  care  of  William  Lancafter. 

3.  The  church  on  Tofniot,  in  Edgecombe  county,  under  the 
care  of  Reuben  Hayes. 

4.  The  church  in  Johnfton  and  Wake  counties,  under  the  care 
of  John  Moore. 

5.  The  church  in  Duplin,  Wayne,  and  Johnfton  counties,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  Charles  Hines* 

6.  The  church  in  Sampfon,  Wake,  and  Cumberland,  under 
the  care  of  William  Taylor. 

7.  The  church  in  Sampfon  county,  under  the  care  of  Fleet 
Cooper. 

A  church  in  Bladen  and  New  Hanover  counties,  under  the  care 
of  William  Cooper,  petitioned  by  letter  and  delegates  for  ad- 
miffion  into  this  affociation.  On  examination,  finding  them  pof- 
fefted  of  the  requifite  qualifications,  they  were  received. 

Brother  Burkitt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan,  or  conftitution,  for  the  future  government  of  this  aifocia- 
tion,  reported,  That  they  had  prepared  a  plan  ;  which  being  read 
and  debated  article  by  article,  and  amendments  made,  the  aflbeia- 
sipn  refolved  to  adopt  the  fame. 

c  2  Boffin 
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hojlon^  Nov.  4,  i/  89. 

THE  remarkable  work  of  God,  in  North  Card  Una  2nd 
Virginia ,  you  no  doubt  have  been  informed  of.  It  may  witn 
truth  be  faid,  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  themt 
whereof  they  are  glad*  By  accounts  from  thofe  parts  it  has 
feemed  fomething  like  the  day  of  PentecofE 

The  revolution  in  France  is  among  the  aftonifhing  events 
of  Providence.  Antichrift  falls,  whom>  fays  Paul,  God  will 
confume  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth ,  and  deflroy  with  the  bright- 
nefs  of  his  cooningi  The  interefts  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
will  no  doubt  be  promoted  by  it.  We  may  emphatically  fay. 
Stand  fill,  and  fee  the  falvatioh  of  God.  He  always  works 

like  himfelfrf 


From  Dr. - ,  New  York. 

I  HAVE  the  mofi  credible  information,  that  nearly  one 
half  the  inhabitants  of  both  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  are 
Baptifls,  or  inclining  to  their  fentiments  now,  and  the.  pro- 
grefs  of  divine  truth  is  amazing.  The  Bate  of  religion  in  the 
interior  parts  of  New  Tork  and  New  England  is  very  flou- 
rifhing,  and  the  Baptift  fentiments  prevail  eonfiderably 
wherever  there  are  revivals. 


THE 

CHARLESTON  ASSOCIATION, 

Held  at  Black  Swamp,  Dec.  12,  &c.  1789. 

THE  two  fir  ft  days  being  employed  in  public  exercifes  of 
devotion,  on  Monday  the  14th,  A.  M.  the  introductory 
difeourfe  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Richard  Furman,  from  Eph.  iv, 

J  J  ^  3  • 

Rev.  Jofeph  Cook  was  chofen  moderator,  Mr.  Peter. Bainbridge, 
clerk.  Letters  from  1  5  churches  were  read,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  in  the  laft  year  there  were,  in  this  aftociation. 

Baptized  .  *  .  *  •  270 

Added  by  letter  .  .  .  82—352 

Difmiffed  .  .  ...  24 

Excluded  .  ....  I  j 

Dead  * . 21 —  6© 


Inereafa  .  .  .  292 

The 
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Ths  committee  of correfpondence  of  laft  year  were  appointed 
to  continue  this  ;  and  they  are  requeued  to  write  to  our  correfpon- 
dents  in  Europe.  Letters  and  breviates  of  afiociations  in  England, 
forwarded  by  Brother  Rippon  of  London,  were  read. 

Query  from  the  Coofawhatchie  church,  “  Is  it  confident  with 
gofpel  order  for  a  minifter  to  have  the  paftoral  care  of  two,diftin&, 
conftituted churches  at  the  fame  time  ?”  Anfwered  in  the  negative; 
yet  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pallor  of  one  church  may  occa¬ 
sionally  adminifter  the  ordinances,  and  affi.ll  in  another,  which  is 
dellitute. 

This  adociation,  expreffing  a  general  approbation  of  the  fermon 
delivered  by  Mr.  Furman  at  the  opening  of  the  feliion,  Mr. 
Moderator  was  deified  to  fignify  it  to  him,  and  requell  a  copy  for 
the  prefs,  which  was  accordingly  done.  A  proportion  was  alfo 
brought  forward,  to  recommend  a  mode  for  railing  f  u  n  d  s  by  the 
feveral  churches,  in  order  to  alfill  pious  young  men  in  their  lludies 
for  the  minillry,  and  other  things  of  a  public  nature,  which  met 
with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  adociation.  Agreed  to 
recommend  thefe  things  to  the  churches,  and  to  mature  a  plan  fo  r 
general  adoption  at  another  meeting. 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee, 
the  lall  Saturday  in  O&ober  next.  The  Rev.  Evan  Pugh  to 
preach  the  fermon;  in  cafe  of  failure.  Rev.  Jofeph  Cook. 

The  propofal  for  reprinting  the  Confedion  of  Faith,  Church 
Pifcipline,  and  Qatechifm,  met  with  unanimous  approbation. 


Baltimore ,  Maryland ,  Feb.  4,  1 7 90. 

BLE  S  S  ED  be  the  name  of  our  gracious  God,  we  have 
infinite  reafon  to  be  thankful  in  this  country.  The  gofpel 
of  Chrift  has  obtained  a  glorious  conquefl  qver  thoufands  in 
the  United  States  of  America Virginia  in  particular  is 
wonderfully  favoured  with  large  effufions  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
A  few  months  fince  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  mini- 
fters  in  faid  Rate,  giving  an  account  of  between  four  and 
five  thoufand  perfons  added  to  one  alfociation  in  lefs  than 
fifteen  months  timef  Have  lately  received  an  account 
from  the  Hate  of  Georgia,  that  our  churches  are  lively,  and 
confiderably  growing  in  religion,  which  I  learn  is  the  cafe 
alfo  with  our  denomination  in  Kentucke.  Thefe  are  reviv¬ 
ing  tidings  indeed  !  To  hear  that  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord 
are  returning,  and  coming  to  Zion  with  fongs,  mull  un¬ 
doubtedly  afford  real  joy  and  fatisfablion  to  every  good  man. 
As  to  the  llate  of  religion  in  this  town,  it  is  not  fo  lively 
and  flourifhing  as  I  could  wifli ;  neverthelefs,  here  are,  I 
trull,  a  few  perfons  who  are  enquiring  the  way  to  Zion  with 
their  faces  thitherward, 

G  3 


New 


»l>^i 


New  York,  May  io,  179 a. 

THANKS,  my  dear  Sir,  for  your  obliging  billet,  and 
the  pamphlet.  The  leading  fentiments  of  it  have  been, 
mine  from  my  earliefl  hour  01  reflection,  and  to  which  I 
have  adhered  amidlt  every  revolution  in  connection  and  cir- 
cum  fiances.  They  have  illumined  the  civilized  part  of  tne 
globe,  and  are  fixing  a  new  sera  in  the  hiflory  of  man* 
Glorying,  as  I  otten  have,  in  the  name  and  character  of  an 
Englishman,  you  will  eafily  conceive  what  is  my  prefent 
mortification  and  regret,  on  hearing,  that  while  fo  large  a 
part  of  Europe,  long  bound  in  affliction  and  iron,  is  ihakmg 
off  its  fetters,  and  exploding  the  doctrines  of  bigotry  and 
intolerance,  that  my  country  fhould,  by  a  recent  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  popular  branch  of  its  le^iflature,  avow  an 
approbation  of  the  political  and  ecclefiaftical  tyianny,  and  a 
refolution  to  enforce  and  fupport  it*  Tell  it  not  in  the  lands 
that  were  once  in  darknefs,  but  on  which  the  fun  of  liberty 
has  glorioufly  anfen,  nor  publifh  the  fhame  of  thofe  meri 
who  once  were  held  as  aflerters  and  defenders  of  mental 
freedom  !  The  interefted  priefthood  will  not  always  triumph 
^_the  Papiff,  ere  long,  will  make  the  Epifcopal  Proteftant 
afhamed,  and  urge  him  to  reformation* 


THE 


SHAFT  SBURY  ASSOCIATION, 

At  their  convention  held  in  Adams,  Jane  2.  l3c.  1790. 
Wednefday,  June  2,  179°* 

A  T  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Samuel  Waldo  preached  the 
-LA-  introductory  fermon  from  John  xvii.  11.  Chofe  Brother 
John  Gano,  moderator,  and  Brother  Obed  Warren  clerk.  Let¬ 
ters  were  read  from  twenty-two  churches,  and  the  following 

account  taken  : 


Received  letters  and  minutes  from  the  filler  affociations.  Bre¬ 
thren  were  appointed  to  write  letters  to  them.— Adjourned.  • 

Tueiaay 


AMERICAN  LETTERS,  I79O.  LCj 

Tuefday,  June  3.  Met  purfuant  to  adjournment.  Our  honour¬ 
ed  father  in  the  miniftry,  John  Gano,  delivered  a  difcourie  from 
Rom.  xvi.  24,  whofe  coming  to  us  was  indeed  like  the  coming 
of  Titus.  The  letters  to  the  filler  alfociations  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved.  Meffengprs  were  appointed  to  feveral  alfociations. 

Query  from  Lane  (borough  church,  “  Is  a  church  bourn!  in 
duty  to  fupport  their  own  poor,  or  to  depend  on  the  provisions 
made  in  the  town  or  diftrifts  to  which  they  belong  ?”  Anfwer.  We 
view  it  to  be  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  every  church,  to  fympa- 
thize  with,  and  fee  that  their  own  are  provided  for  :  but  if  the 
church  is  agreed,  and  fhould  avail  themfelves  of  affiftance  from 
the  town  treafury,  we  by  no  means  think  it  eenfurable. 

Agreeable  to  motion  from  the  church  at  Hillfdale,  it  is  earneftly 
recommended  to  all  the  churches  of  this  alfociation,  to  obierve 
the  lafl  Thurfday  in  Auguft  next  as  a  day  of  fafiing  and  prayer 
to  God,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  pour  down  his  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  land,  and  revive  pure  and  undefiled  religion  among  us. 

The  circular  letter  prepared  by  Elder  Hull,  on  communion  at 
the  Lord’s  table,  was  read  and  approved..  Appointed  Elder 
Lemuel  Powers  to  vifit  the  general  committee  of  the  Baptift 
Alfociations  in  Virginia,  inquire  into  their  order,  and  make  due 

return.  #  .  „ 

Our  next  alfociation  to  be  held  in  Stockoridge,  Hate  of  Mafia- 
chufetts,  on  the  firfl  Wednefday  in  June  next.  Introductory  fer- 
mon  to  be  preached  by  Elder  Hull ;  in  cafe  of  failure  by  Elder 
Powers*, 


June  15,  1790. 

AN  eminent  Prefbyterian  mipifter  in  America  writes 
thus  to  a  porrefpondent  in  Great  Britain,  Socinian- 
jfm  has  not  got  much  footing  as  yet  in  A.merica;  and  even 
Arminianifm,  which  was  confiderable  twenty  years,  ago,  is 
aim  oft  gone.  That  mode  of  preaching  feems  to  be  given  up 
by  the  JPrefbyterian  minifters  in  the  middle  f rates,  though 
there  may  be  fomething  of  it  in  New  England.  I  he  only 
young  perfon  of  that  ftamp,  whom  I  have  lately  known,  could 
o-et  no  congregation  among  us,  and  is  turned  Epifcopalian, 
and  got  a  congregation  in  South  Carolina.^  pious  anp 
diligent  young  minilfer  thinks  he  has  profited  by  Di.  _  s 
advice  to  ftudy  his  fermons  accurately,  and  not  totruit.to 
the  feryor  of  zeal  or  vigor  of  youth,  as  too  many  do,  which 
always  makes  a  poor  and  trifling  old  man.”  In  another 
letter  of  the  fame  date,  June  15,  I"7 90,  the  lame  gentleman 
fays  to  another  correfpondent,  That  u  there  is  a  general  foun  - 
nefs  of  principles,  not  only  among  the  Prefbyterian  mmi- 
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fters,  but  more  and  more  fo  among  thofe  of  the  Episcopal 
perfuafion.  Many  of  them  are  good  men,  and  fome  very 
zealous.  Religion  has  no  fupport  here  from  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate,  except  general  protection  and  legal  incorporation  to 
every  congregation  that  defires  it,  for  the  management  of 
their  temporalities.  There  has  of  late  been  more  than  ufual 
intercourfe  between  different  denominations.  The  Lord’s 
day  before  laff,  Dr.  Witherfpoon  preached  in  an  Epifcopal 
church  at  Amboy,  now  Vacant :  and  in  November  laff,  when 
they  had  a  miniffer  of  their  own,  Dr.  W.  preached  one  part 
of  the  day,  and  the  Epifcopal  miniffer  the  other.  Lately  at 
the  burial  of  a  Member  of  Congrefs  at  New  York,  the  Bifhop, 
who  is  Chaplain  of  Congrefs,  read  the  lervice,  and  Mr. 
Lyon,  the  Prefbyterian  chaplain,  preached  the  fermon.  A 
great  proportion  of  miniffers  ill  thofe  parts,  of  Prefbyterian 
and  other  denominations,  have  been  educated  at  rrince- 
Town,  under  Dr.  Witherfpoon.  Mr.  Macknight,  one  of 
the  number,  is  lately  harmonioufly  fettled  at  New  York,  as 
colleague  to  Dr.  Rodgers,  and  appears  to  be  a  man  of  piety, 
and  good  underffanding.  In  the  northern  Hates,  an  addrefs 
to  the  miniffers  and  congregations  of  the  Prefbyterian  per¬ 
fuafion,  &c.  in  the  United  States,  has  been  publifhed  by  a 
member  of  the  Epifcopal  church.  The  Bifhop  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  was  ordained  by  the  Scotch  Non-jurants,  is  fuf- 
pe&ed  to  be  the  author  of  it,  wherein  he  invites  the  other 
denominations  to  return  to  epifcopal  conformity ;  but  it  is 
not  likely  to  make  converts,  or  eveai  to  be  relifhed  by  Epis¬ 
copalians  of  moderate  principles,  who  would  wifh  for  a 
friendly  intercourfe  with  thofe  of  other  denominations,  as  far 
as  their  different  fentiments  will  admit,  without  concerning 
themfelves  to  bring  them  over  to  uniformity  of  judgment 
refpedfing  church  government. 


Vedee  River,  South- Carolina,  April  2$, — Aug.  24,  1790. 

ON  the  9th  ult.  I  clofed  the  eyes  of  my  dear  Mrs. - ^ 

fuch  a  trial  I  never  before  experienced.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  I  loft  a  pretty  library,  a  fine  intereft,  and  alfo 
four  children ;  but  this  lofs  exceeds  all  expreffion— my 
confolation  is,  I  doubt  not  fhe  is  gone  to  glory.  She  died 
as  fhe  had  lived— a  faint.  Two  days  before  her  death,  when 
we  thought  her  better,  as  I  was  converfing  with  her  about 
her  foul  concerns,  fhe  faid  to  me,  I  am  near  eternity,  but 
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quite  calm  and  refigned — my  only  dependence  is  on  the 
blood  and  merits  of  my  precious  Redeemer,  and  they  are 
fufficient,  quite  fufficient  for  me ,  and  for  you  too,  my  dear 
— don’t  grieve  for  me.”  She  was  remarkably  attached  to 
her  children,  above  mod  women.  cc  I  give  my  dear  children 
up  to  the  Lord  and  you — death  is  hard  work,  but  it  will 
foon  be  over.”  Being  then  afked  whether  die  was  happy  in 
her  foul,  the  replied,  “  Yes,  O  yes  !  ”  Thefe  were  the  laft 
words  we  could  underftand  from  her.  A  few  hours  after 
die  breathed  out  her  precious  foul  into  the  arms  of  the  ador¬ 
ed  Redeemer,  whom  fhe  fincerely  loved.  She  was  in  the 
39th  year  of  her  age.  We  had  lived  together  between  16 
and  17  years  in  great  affedlion. 

May  13.  I  lately  propofed  to  our  members  a  meeting  to 
join  with  you  and  the  reft  of  the  churches  in  England,  who 
keep  a  Monday  evening  monthly  meeting  in  prayer  to  God  for  a 
revival  of  religion.  It  was  agreed  to;  accordingly  we 
met,  and  I  truft  God  was  with  us.  All  our  members  are 
much  roufed,  and  fome  young  people  are  under  very  ferious 
impreftions.  A  good  work  is  begun  in  a  filler  church  lately 
conftituted,  and  eight  baptized  by  Rev.  Peter  Bainbridge. 
Eight  or  nine  churches  in  thefe  parts  meet  quarterly,  to  con¬ 
fer,  to  preach,  to  commune,  &c.  &c.  I  intend  to  propoie 
the  monthly  meeting  of  prayer  to  them  on  the  2d  of  July,  when 
we  are  to  be  aflembled  again.  There  is  in  Georgia ,  a  Baptift 
church  compofed  wholly  of  blacks ,  and  a  great  number  of 
negroes  in  other  churches  in  that  ftate,  in  this,  and  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia.  God  hath  done  great  things  for  them, 
and  their  owners  begin  to  difeover  that  their  llaves  are  of 
increafmg  value  to  them  when  they  become  religious.  I  am 
very  fond  of  teaching  them :  have  preached  to  300  of  them, 
at  a  time,  and  not  one  white  prefent  but  myfelf.  They  ling 
delightfully ;  and  thofe  who  are  truly  religious,  in  general  far 
exceed  the  whites  in  love  to  each  other,  and  in  molt  other 
duties.  Many  of  them  can  read,  and  are  remarkably  fond 
of  hymns.  We  have  feveral  in  our  church  who  go  to  thq 
plantations,  and  preach  to  their  own  colour  on  Lord’s-day 
evenings,  and  at  other  times  when  we  have  no  fervice  in  the 
meeting-houfe. 

In  feveral  counties  of  North  Carolina  I  have  preached  to 
very  numerous  aftemblies.  At  a  big  meeting,  as  they  call  a 
communion,  or  when  a  ftranger  of  any  note  vifits  them,  it 
is  feldom  the  place  of  worfhip  Will  contain  half  the  congre¬ 
gation.  If  they  have  timely  notice,  hundreds  think  nothing 
of  a  diftance  of  ten  or  twenty  miles  to  meeting.  Every  one 
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has  a  horfe,  yes,  our  pooreft  people  have  a  horfe  to  ride; 
and  hence,  when  you  arri  ve  at  the  place  appointed,  you  will 
fee  more  horfes  tied  all  about  the  woods  than  ever  I  (aw  at 
a  fair  in  England,  my  native  country.  A  id  age  alio  is  erect¬ 
ed,  which  you  (land  on  to  preach,  and  fometimes  to  two  or 
three  thoufand  hearers,  I  have  preached,  as  was  fuppofcd, 
to  between  four  and  five  thoufand.  The  meeting  continues 
two.  or  three  days.  There  are  frequently  ten  or  a  dozen 
mini  iters  prefent,  mod  of  whom  pray,  preach,  or  exhort,  as 
they  find  freedom.  After  public  fervice,  thefe  who  live 
near  the  place  of  meeting,  whether  members  or  not,  afk, 
every  perfon  who  comes  from  far  to  g-o  home  with  them ; 
and  generally,  the  greater  the  number  who  accept  the  in¬ 
vitations,  the  better  they  are  pleafed,  efpec  tally  if  a  minifter 
can  he  prevailed  upon  to  be  one  of  the  guefts.  When  you 
come-  to  the  houfe,  they  entertain  you  with  the  bed  they 
have,  both  horfes  and  men ;  and  as  foon  as  you  have  all 
dined,  to  preaching,  praying,  hinging,  exhorting,  &c.  Near 
midnight  you  retire  to  red :  by  fun-rife  in  the  morning  to 
prayers,  then  breakfad  and  to  public  worth. p  again,  but  not 
before  your  company  is  requeded  the  next  night,  if  the 
meeting  continues:  This  is  the  common  practice  in  Georgia, 
South  and  North  Carolina,  and  in  Virginia,  in  what  we  call 
the  hack  parts  of  the  country.  To  a  great  many  of  thefe 
meetings  I  have  been,  and  fometimes  have  (een  a  great  deal 
of  religion,  and  enjoyed  the  mod  folemn,  pie  Ting,  and  com¬ 
fortable  opportunities  I  ever  had. 

I  have  lately  been  in  company  with  two  other  minidering 
brethren  ;  to  fettle  a  matter  in  a  neighbouring  church ;  there 
were  prefent  feycral  hundreds  of  people,  and  eleven  minify 
terr.  We  had  a  vifible  difplay  of  the  power  and  glory  of 
God  in  bringing  about  an  union.  The  meeting  continued 
three  da  vs,  and  a  blefled  time  it  was  to  all  prefent. 
Never  did  I  fee  the  preached  word  attended  with  more 
power, 

Virginia  is  a  prodigious  large  date,  and,  while  under  the 
old  government,  was  fupnlied  with  Parfons  in  plenty;  but 
it  would  he  difficult  to  find  fuch  another  fet  of  abandoned 
wretches  on  earth.  Mod  of  them  were  drunkards,  whore-r 
mongers,  &c.  praclifing  vice  openly  and  boldly.  They  had 
mod  livings,  the  greater  part  of  them  wonh  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  thoufand  weight  of  tobacco.  But  this  is  now  done 
with.  The  clergy,  and  many  of  the  gentry,  treated  the  Bap- 
ti fits  in  a  mod  (candalous  manner.  Our  preachers  were 
often  irk  idled  in  the  midd  of  their  fermons,  denied  judico 

in 
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in  the  courts  of  law,  dragged  from  worfhip  to  prifon,  and 
frequently  whipped.  They  bore  all  patiently,  and  endeavoured 
to  overcome  evil  with  good;  but  preach  they  would,  and  the 
poorer  fort  of  people  flocked  arouild  the  prifons  to  hear  them. 
Thus  it  continued  in  many  counties  till  the  revolution, 
fmce  which  manv  thoiifands  have  been  converted.  In  the 
time  of  the war  3780  and  3781,  I  was  there,  and  preached 
in  different  parts  of  the  ftate,  fomedmes  to  two  or  threes 
thoufand  hearers.  They  have  feveral  truly  valuable  mimf- 
ters.  A  o-reat  number  of  rich'  planters  have  now  joined 
them.  On  my  vifit  I  was  introduced  to  four  gentlemen  in 
one  county;  Robert  Carter,  Efq.  who  hid  been  of  the 
king’s  council,  he  poffeffed  eight  hundred  flaves  *,  Jonn 

Crawley,  Efq.  James  Crawley,  Elq. - -Downing,  Efq. 

all  baptized  within  a  month.  _  Thefe  gentlemen  live  near 

one  of  the  firft  fettiements  in  Virginia.  r  ,  . 

Auff;  7th.  I  now  have  to  inform  you,  that  feveral  churches 
have  been  prevailed  on  to  ?.dopt  the  monthly  meeting 
of  PRAYER  As  the  members  of  the  church  under  my 
care  live  at  a  confiderable  diftanCe  from  each  other,  but 
few  could  conveniently  meet  in  the  evening,  according  to 
our  agreement  a  few  months  fmce ;  it  was  theie  oi  e  propo  e 
'  to  have  a  meeting  earlier  in  the  day  on  purpofe.  I  preached 
on  the  occafion  from  'Thy  kingdom  cornel  -3  my  ear  an 

reverend  brother,  what  ihall  I  fay?  It  a  (  a7  °  &rt'at 

things.  You  were  remembered  by  us.  V  our  church  was 
prayed  for,  and  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God.  The  Lord  met 
us/  A  bleffed  work  is  begun— feveral  are  converted  a 
great  number  under  convictions  chilcuen  crying  out  w  -a>_ 
mult  we  c’o  to  be  foved  ? — old  grey-headed  hardened  fmners 
are  bowed  down,  and  numbers  coming  before  the  whole 
congregation  requeuing  our  players.  _  ^ucn  tmiwS 
faw  in  this  place.  'Thank;  God  for  this  good  news  from  - 
for  country,  and  pray  for  us.  My  Chmtian  love  to  your 
dear  people.  I  have  lately  been  from  houfe  to  hou  It pia;- 
in<r,  exhorting  and  preaching  ten  tunes  a  week.  My  mai¬ 
ler’s  work  is  fweet.  When  I  am  founding  the  trumpet,  1 

*  I  have  heard  from  very  good 

dudt  to  his  negroes  is  diftmguifhed  by  .  F  which  I 

by  a  religious  attention  to  then  fceft  mterUt.  ,  ^ing  of  the 

BSt.'SZZ:  •/ 
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almoft  think  I  am  young  again.  At  other  times  I  feel  the 
decays  of  nature,  My  poor  foul,  that  a  while  ago  was. 
bowed  down  for  want  of  fuccefs,  is  now  on  the  wing. 

Aug.  9th.  Yefterday  was  a  day  to  be  remembered,  our 
large  meeting-houfe  was  crowded,  and  a  number  of  blacks 
without  the  doors.  Three  related  their  experiences.  I  hear 
of  others  who  are  deeply  concerned.  The  good  Lord  pre¬ 
pare  us  for  all  that  is  before  us  ! 

Aug.  24th.  1  beg  leave  to  add,  the  work  of  the  Lord 

increafes  among  us.  I  baptised  eleven  on  Lord’s-day  the 
twenty- f-cond.  Several  more  are  converted.  A  great  many 
are  under  ferious  impreflions,  fome  of  the  moll  abandoned 
characters  among  both  rich  and  poor,  white  and  black. 
The  Lord  has  been  pleafed  gracioufly  to  yifit  my  family,  my 
eld  eft  daughter,  and  my  negro  fellow,  Ned:  indeed  the 
whole  neighbourhood  appears  to  be  unufually  wrought  on. 
Several  children  from  eight  to  twelve  years  of  age  have  be¬ 
gun  to  pray,  and  appear  truly  concerned  for  their  fouls. 
It  would  fill  your  h^art  with  tendernefs  to  fee  the  little 
lambs  melted  into  tears,  as  they  often  are,  requefting  our 
prayers  on  their  behalf.  Two  other  churches,  the  one 
above,  and  the  other  below  us  on  the  river,  have  alfo  had 
additions;  indeed  the  work  fpreads  all  around \  I  cannot 
help  flattering  myfelf  we  fhall  fee  great  things,  efpecially 
as  meetings  of  prayer  much  prevail,  O  my  friend,  my 
brother,  you  do  not  conceive  how  much  we  feel  ourfelves 
indebted  to  you,  for  your  requefting  that  we  would  join 
with  you  in  this  monthly  fervicc  *. 


From  Dr. - ,  a  Paedobaptift  Minifter  in  Connec¬ 

ticut,  Sep.  13,  1790, 

I  THANK  you  for  Dr.  Evans’s  difeourfes  on  the  Atone¬ 
ment,  with  which  I  am  much  pleafed.  You  enquire  after  the 

1 

*  The  monthly  meeting  of  prayer  for  a  revival  of  reli¬ 
gion,  fo  often  mentioned  here,  will  be  explained  in  fome  following  fheet 
cf  the  Regifter.  It  his  hoped  that  the  above  account,  artlefs  as  it  is  may 
encourage  numerous  churches  through  all  the  American  states  to 
unite  cordially  and  folemnly  in  a  deiign  which  was  a  few  years  fince  fo 
generally  patronifed  on  both  fides  the  Atlantic  by  different  denominations 
of  good  men,  a  defign  which  it  is  prefumed  will  appear  to.  be  of  fome  im¬ 
portance  n.onv ,  if  the  abounding  iniquity  of  the  day,  the  fpread  of  ei  ror  a_ 
home  and  abroad,  the  peculiar  condition  of  Europe,  ar,d  the  prophecies 
cf  the  latter-day  glory,  fajl  hapning  to  their  accompliibiment,  are  duly 
eoufidered.  Em  tor.  .  . 

v  /  affectations 
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affociations  of  the  Prefbyterians.  •  If  by  that  appellation  you 
mean  thofe  who  conform  to  the  difcipline  of  the  church  of 
Scotland ;  there  are  very  few  fuch  churches  or  minifters  iri 
New  England*  i.  e*  in  the  four  eaffern  Hates  of  the  Union. 
The  churches  in  the  Hates  of  New  Harnpfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
and  Rhode-Illand,  not  of  the  Epifcopal  or  Baptift  denomi¬ 
nation,  are  properly  Independents.  Thofe  in  Connecticut 
were  formerly,  by  adt  of  legiflature,  eftabliihed  under  a  form 
of  government  approaching  nearer  to  that  of  the  church  of 
Scotland ;  but  for  50  years  paft  they  have  been  verging  in 
practice  more  and  more  to  the  Independent  plan:  to  that 
although  the  law  remains  the  fame,  in  pradtice  the  churches 
of  Connecticut  differ  very  little  from  their  neighbours  of 
Maffachufetts.  Thefe  churches  are,  among  us,  called  con¬ 
gregational  The  congregational  ministers  of  Connecticut 
are  formed  into  twelve  affociations,  of  about  twelve  mini- 
fters  each  on  ah  average.  The  bufmefs  of  thefe  affectations 
is  to  examine  and  recommend  candidates  for  the  miniftry, 
and  to  give  advice  and  affiftance  to  churches,  and  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  who  may  apply  for  it,  in  any  matters  of  a  religious 
nature,  whether  difciplinary,  pradtical,  fentimental,  or  cafu- 
ifticah  They  have  never  publiffied  circular  letters,  as  the 
Baptifts  do.  For  my  part  I  ffncerely  wiffi  they  did;  but  it 
h  difficult  to  introduce  new  cuftoms  in  religious  matters. 
The  affociations  meet  ffatedly  twice  in  the  yean,  and  ccca- 
fionally  at  other  times. 


MINUTES 


DANBURY  ASSOCIATION 


Held  at  the  Baptiff  Meeting-houfe  in  Danbury ? 

Sept.  29,  1790. 

T  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Elifha  Random,  according  to 
appointment,  delivered  the  introductory  fermon  from  John 


xiii.  35.  By  this  J. hall  all  men  knovj  that  ye  are  my  difciples ,  if  ye 
have  love  one  to  another. 


After  public  worfhip,  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  and  chafe  Elder 
Elifha  Random,  moderator  ;  Elder  Adam  Plamilton,  clerk  ;  alfo, 
read  the  letters  from  the  feveral  churches,  and  took  an  account  ol 
the  number  of  their  members. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o’clock. 

Sernion  in  the  evening,  by  Elder  Hamilton,  from  Prov.  xiti.  15. 
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Sep.  30th.  Met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Sermon  by  Elder  Samuel  Waldo,  from  Matt.  xvi.  18, 
Voted— To  confide r  ourfelves  at  this,  and  at  every  future 
meeting  annually,  an  affociation  under  the  name  of  The  Danbury 
Affectation— To  form  a  connexion  and  correfpondence  with  the 
Philadelphia,  Shaftlbury,  and  Stoningten  Affociations— ' To  have 
the  fentiments,  plan,  and  minutes  of  this  affociation  printed— 
rJ  o  meet  the  third  Wednefday  in  September  next,  at  one  o  clock, 
?it  Elder  Higby’s  Meeting-ljoufc  in  Stratfield — Elder  Hamilton 
to  preach  the  next  Affociation  Sermon  ;  m  cafe  of  failure. 
Elder  Ferris. — Brother  Wffelply  to  write  the  Circular  Letter  for 
the  next  year. 


SENTIMENTS.' 

*ft.  THAT  a  combination  of  churches  is  not  only  prudent, 
bat  ufeful,  as  has  appeared  even  in  America,  by  the  experience  of 
upwards  offfxty  years :  fome  of  the  ufes  of  it  are  union  and  com, 
munion  among  themfelves,  maintaining  more  effectually  the  oraer 
and  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  having  advice  in  cafes  oi 
doubt,  and  help  in  diftrefs,  being  more  able  to  promote  the 

good  of  the  caufe.  .... 

ad.  That  fuch  an  affociation  is  confident  with  the  independency 
and  power  of  particular  churches,  becaule  it  pretends  to  be  no 
other  than  an  advifory  council,  utterly  difciaiming  fuperiority, 
iurifdiftion,  coercive  right,  and  infallibility. 

*  3d.  That  an  affociation  fhould  confift  of  men  knowing  ar.d  ju¬ 

dicious,  particularly  in  the  laws  of  their  God  :  tne  reaions  are 
obvious;  fuch  men  are  the  fitted:  to  reprefent  communities  who 
profefs  the  fcriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  in 
religious  matters,  and  who  cxpeft  that  every  advice,  opinion,  or 
direction  they  receive  from  an  affociation,  will  be  icriptural.  This 
i:>  the  ground  of  the  churches  application  to  them. 


PLAN. 

,fTi  THE  affociaUG-n  to  confift  only  of  meffengers  ehofen  agd 
fent  by  the  churches,  anfwering  to  the  description  in  fen  time  gt 

the  third.  -  .  -  ,  , 

2d.  With  the  meffengers  the  churches  fend  letters  addrelied  to  the 

affociation  :  in  the  letters  the  games  of  the  meffengers  are  mention¬ 
ed,  and  their  authority  to  aft  for  their  churches ;  alfo  the  date  of 
their  churbhes  refpefting  their  peace,  their  increafe  by  baptifm, 
and  by  letters  difmiffive  and  commendatory  from  other  churches; 
touching  their  diminution,  by  death,  excommunication,  and  dii- 

miffiQn  to  other  churches;  and  the  number  of  members.  If  any 

qtiedion 
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qudlions  are  put  to  the  afTociation,  advice  afked,  or  bufmefs  pro* 
pofed,  thefe  are  to  be  expreffed  in  laid  letters. 

'jd.  All  matters  to  be  determined  in  this  affociation  by  fuf- 
trage  of  the  meflengers.  Such  that  fpeak  are  to  addrefs  the 
moderator,  who  is  to  take  care  that  none  be  interrupted  while 
fpeaking,  and  that  no  other  indecorum  takes  place. 

4th.  Churches  are  to  be  received  into  the  afTociation  by  peti¬ 
tion,  fetttng  forth  their  defire  to  be  admitted,  their  faith,  order, 
and  wiliingneis  to  be  conformable  to  the  rules  of  the  affociated 
body.  When  the  petition  is  read,  and  the  matter  ripened  for  a 
vote  the  moderator  Hates  the  quedion.  Suffrage  being  given  in 
favour  of  the  petition,  the  moderator  declares  that  fuch  a  church 
is  received  into  the  afiociation  ;  in  token  01  which,  he  gives  the 
meffengers  the  right  hand  of  fellowfnip,  and  bids  tnem  take  their 
feats. 

5th.  The  afiociation  to  meet  annually,  on  the  third  Wed* 
nefday  in  September,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  It 
is  to  be  opened  with  divine  fervice  ;  after  which,  a  mode¬ 
rator  and  clerk  are  chofen,  letters  from  the  churches  are  react, 
names  of  the  meffengers  are  written,  that  they  may  be  called  over 
at  after-meetings then  bufmefs  is  attended  to,  minutes  there 0. 
made,  a  circular  letter  to  the  churches  is  prepared  and  iigned^ 
and  a  copy  of  it  fent  to  every  church,  containing  the  minutes  of  % 
the  afiociation,  the  Hate  of  the  churches,  when  and  by  whom  va¬ 
cancies  are  to  be  fupplied,  the  name  of  the  minuter  who  L  to 
preach  the  next  afiociation  fermon,  and  whatever  elle  is  needful 
to  be  reported  to  our  focieties. 

6th.  The  faith  and  order  of  this  afiociation  is  effentially  con* 
tained  in  a  confeffion  put  forth  by  upward  of  an  hundred  congre¬ 
gations  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1689,  and  anopted  by  tecs 
afTociation  of  Philadelphia,  i'] 42,  and  by  the  Warren  AfTociation, 
1767,  & c. 


From  a  Lutheran  Mini  ft  er  in  the  State  of  Georgia', 

Oft.  14,  1790. 

SINCE  the  eftablifhment  of  independency  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  different  opinions  have  very  much  increased.  Among 
thefe  the  Baptifts  muff  be  named,  who  are  by  far  tire  great- 
eft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ft  at  2,  Some  who  have 
been  formerly  inftructed  in*  tire  principles  or  religion  at 
Ebenezer  have  been  baptized.  About  twenty  miles  from 
Savannah,  a  pia.ee  of  worfhip  has  been  lately  built  for  this 
fedti  At  their  general  meetings,  or  aftociations,  the  blacks 
and  whites  flock  together  from  every  quarter.  This  deno¬ 
mination  increafes  exceedingly. 


uz 


EXTRACTS  FROM 


From  Dr.  Rogers ,  Philadelphia ,  i,  1790. 

Dr.  STILLMAN  writes,  that  in  his  congregation  there  is 
a  pleafing  appearance  of  a  fhaking  among  the  dry  bones  *. 
The  church  at  Cohanfey,  New  Jerfey,  is  about  fettling  in 
the  room  of  our  late  father  Kelfay,  Mr.  Smalley,  fon  of 
New  Jerfey  college,  a  v£ry  worthy  and  promifmg  young 
man  ;  he  is  to  be  ordained  next  Lord's  day.  The  news  of 
the  fudden  death  of  Mr.  Robinfon  affedled  me  much. 


MINUTES 

OF  THE- 

CHARLESTON  ASSOCIATION 

Held  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  Q£lober  30th,  and  continued 
to  the  3d  of  November,  1790. 

THE  two  firft  days  were  employed  in  exercifes  of  public 
devotion. 

On  Monday  the  firft  of  November  (the  Rev.  Evan  Pugh  be¬ 
ing  abfent  by  ficknefs,  and  Rev.  Jofeph  Cook  removed  by  death) 
Rev.  James  Fowler  delivered  a  difeourfe  introductory  tp  the  bufi- 
nefs,  at  eleven  o’clock,  A.  M.  from  Ifaiah  xxviii.  16,  17. 

Letters  from  feventeen  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates  enrolled. 

Rev.  Richard  Furman  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Rev.  Henry 
Holcombe,  clerk. 

Rev.  Meffrs.  Silas  and  Jefie  Mercer  attended  as  meffenger* 
from  the  Georgia  AiTociation,  and  Rev.  Meffrs.  James  Fowler 
and  Jofeph  Camp  from  that  of  Bethel,  and  took  their  feats  ac¬ 
cordingly.  From  the  latter,  a  letter  and  minutes  were  prefented ; 
thofe  from  the  former  unfortunately  mifearried. 

Three  churches  applied  for  admiffion  into  this  affociation  :  the 
frit,  confjfting  of  162  members,  conftituted  in  February  1787; 
the  fecond,  of  32  members,  conflituted  laft  July;'  both  thefe  joe¬ 
ing  fituated  within  the  verge  of  North  Carolina  :  the  third,  on 
Great  Saltcatcher,  in  this  hate,  confiding  of  20  members,  and 
conflituted  in  January  laft.  Satisfactory  accounts  cf  their  faith 
and  order  being  given,  the  two  firft  being  prefent  by  their  dele- 

*  Letters  from  Dr,  Stillman,  juft  received,  not  only  confirm  this  ac¬ 
count,  but  give  pleating  information  of  a  revival  in  the  reverend  Mr. 
Baldwin’s  church,  and  in  feveral  others,  both ^Baftijh  and  Tasdoba-ptijh  : 
their  contents  belong  to  the  firft  part  of  1791. 

gates 
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gates,  were  immediately  received;  the  other  will  be  received 
when  their  delegates  attend. 

Appointed  Rev.  Richard  Furman  to  prepare  letter^  to  the 
eorrefponding  affociations  ;  and  one  to  the  general  committee  of 
Baptifi  AlTociations  in  Virginia,  in  order  to  Fettle  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  them  ;  which  hereafter  will  be  considered  as  the  me, 
dium  of  communication  with  die  ICetockton,  as  w  dl  as  the  ocher 
affociations  in  that  (fate. — Rev.  Henry  Holcombe  to  write  the 
circular  letter. 

The  meffengers  from  the  Bethel  Affoeiation,  reprefemmg,  that 
obdacles  were  in  the  wav  of  forming  the  two  affocia dons  into 
one,  which  that  body  coniidered  as  of  fome  importance;  agreed 
to  difmifs  tigs  bufinefs  for  the  prelent,  until  the  fibject  be  mure 
fully  coniidered  by  them;  but  the  friendly  correfpondeiice  be¬ 
gun,  to  be  continued. 

It  appearing  tpat  fevcral  churches  have  not  made  their  quotas 
for  reprinting  die  Confeffion  of  Faith,  &c.  the  affoeiation  re- 
qued,  that  all  iuch  will  execute  this  bnlinels  as  foon  as  poffible, 

Rev.MeiTrs.  Richard  Furman,  Silas  Mercer,  Benjamin  Mofely, 
and  Henry  Holcombe,  were  appointed  a  committe  to  bring  in  a 
plan  for  forming  a  fund,  according  to  a  refolve  of  the  lad  year. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bufinefs  refpeding 
the  fund,  reported  as  follows ;  which  report  was  agreed  to  unani- 
moudy : 

That  the  following  abftrafl  be  coniidered  as  a  general  plan 
for  forming,  fupporting,  and  applying  the  fund  propofed. 

Firft,  That  once  a  year  a  charity  iermon  be  preached  in  each 
church,  at  which- time  collections  be  made  from  the  congrega- 

O  v_!> 

tion  at  large,  to  be  brought  into  one  common  fund,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  afiifting  pious  young  men  defigned  for  the  minif- 
try,  and  deditute  of  other  aliidance,  in  obtaining  education  ; 
together  with  fuch  other  religious  and  public  ufes  as  may 
be  approved  of  by  the  churches,  fhould  it  finally  prove  iuf, 
ficient. 

Secondlv,  A  committee  fhall  be  formed,  confiding  of  a  dele- 
gate  from  each  church,  to  convene  at  the  time  and  place  of  the 
affociation’s  meeting,  who  may  be  at  the  fame  time  members  of 
that  body.  They  dial!  receive  the  colleClions,  determine  upon 
the  manner  of  applying  the  fund  according  to  the  above  rule, 
and  examine  candidates  for  the  churches  bounty.  All  appli¬ 
cations  to  be  made  to  them  for  this  purpofe.  .Delegates  from  nine 
churches  to  be  a  quorum,  or  capable  of  bufinefs. 

Thirdly,  Particular  rules  to  be  hereafter  formed,  to  regulate 
the  whole  bufinefs  by  the  committee,  fubjehl  to  the  infpedtion  of 
the  affociation. 

The  circular  and  other  letters  being  read  were  approved,  and 
ordered  to  be  figned. 

.  O 

Appointed  our  Rev.  Brethren  Henry  Holcombe,  jofliua  Palmer, 
Gabriel  Gerrnkl,  meffengers  to  the  Bethel -AfTociation,  to  be  held 

h  at 
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at  Tygc'r  River,  the  fecond  Saturday  in  Augult  next;  the  Rev* 
Meffrs.  Nathaniel  Walker  and  Benjamin  Mofely  to  that  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  to  meet  the  third  Sabbath  in  Ottober. 

Agreed  to  hold  our  next  affociation  at  the  Wellh  Neck,  Pe- 
dee,  the  Saturday  before  the  firft  Sabbath  in  November  next. 
Rev.  Edmund  P*otsford  to  preach  the  fermon ;  in  cafe  of  failure. 
Rev.  Ilenry  Holcombe.  Rev.  Evan  Pugh  is  requefted  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  circular  letter. 

The  minillers  are  requefted  to  pay  regard  to  the  dellitute 
churches,  and  vifit  them  as  often  as  poflible  ;  we  particulary  re¬ 
commend  to  the  attention  of  thofe  adjacent,  the  church  on 
Lynch’s  Creek,  which  is  greatly  reduced,  and  has  requefted  af* 

fiftance 


The  CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

Dearly  ‘Beloved  Brethren  ! 

DIVINE  Providence  having  once  mote  convened  us,  as 
your  delegates,  we  have  been  favored  with  a  pleafing  inter- 
view. 

Your  eftablifhment  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Gofpel,  peace 
among  yourfelves,  and  increafe  of  numbers,  have  furnifhed 
us  much  matter  of  thankfgiving :  But  our  rejoicing  has  been 
attended  with  foine  painful  fenfations,  occafioned  by  the  de¬ 
parture  of  a  worthy  and  ufeful  member  of  our  body,  that 
faithful  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  able  minifter  of  the  New 
Teftament:,  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Cook;  the  lofs  of  whom 
is  very  fenfibly  felt,  and  moft  fincerely  lamented  by  this  affo- 
ciation. 

But  we  hope  this  lofs  will  give  weight  to  the  fubjedl  on 
which  we  are  to  addrefs  you  :  *The  execution  of  the  plan  we  have 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  fund  to  improve  the  minds  of 
promifmg  candidates  for  the  minifry .  You  are  not  infenfible  of 
the  almoft  innumerable  difadvantages  which  our  denomina¬ 
tion  has  laboured  under  for  many  years,  on  account  of  the 
little  attention  that  in  different  places,  and  efpecially  in  the 
interior  and  back  parts  of  thefe  ftates,  has  been  paid  to  the 
education  of  their  minillers.  Many  have  been,  and  perhaps 
fomc  ffill  are,  ftrangely,  and  moft  unreafonably,  prejudiced 
againft  things  of  this  nature ;  fuppofing  literature  not  only 
unneceflaryj  buttending  to  elate  and  corrupt  the  mind;  but 
through  the  diligence  and  evident  ufefulnefs  of  a  few  learned 
individuals,  and  the  prevalence  of  gofpel  light,  thofe  delufive 

mifts 
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mills  are  in  a  good  degree  difpelled,  r he  views  of  numbers 
expanded,  and  more  rational  and  liberal  lentiinents  infpired. 

We  hope,  therefore,  brethren,  that  the  confideranon  of 
diffufmg  ufeful  knowledge,  capacitating  your  minftiers  to 
acquit  themfelves  in  the  difcharge  of  the  important  duties  of 
their  fundlion  with  propriety  and  dignity,  of  adorning  the 
chriftian  profeftion,  increaling  the  refpedfabiiny  of  cur  order, 
and  above  all,  glorifying  our  royal  inafter,  will  engage  you 
to  make  the  neceffary  exertions  for  completing  the  propofed 
defign,  as  manifeftly  tending  to  anfwer  fuch  truly  valuable 
purpofes. 

The  laws  of  reafon  and  religion  require  it  at  your  hands* 
We  not  only  fee,  but  feel  the  neceffity  of  it;  and  befeech 
you  by  your  obligations  to  promote  the  Redeemer’s  honour, 
and  your  tender  regards  for  the  profperity  of  Zion,  to  make 
it  a  matter  of  ferious  religious  concern.  Were  it  not  tor 
fwelling  our  letter  to  unufual  dimenfions,  we  fliould  en¬ 
large  on  this  intereffing  fubject ;  though  we  have  great  rea¬ 
fon  to  hope  and  believe,  we  fnall  have  your  united  and  hearty 
concurrence.  Wifhing  you  an  increafe  of  all  grace,  under 
the  enlightening  and  enriching  influences  of  the  divine  fpirit, 
and  requeuing  an  intereft  in  your  petitions,  we  conclude, 
dearly  beloved  brethren,  yours  molt  affectionately  in  the 
belt  bonds, 

RICHARD  FURMAN,  Moderator. 
HENRY  HOLCOMBE,  Clerk. 


From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ifaac  Backus ,  of  Middleborough , 
Author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts  in  New  Eng¬ 
land \  Middleborough ,  Nov.  13,  1790, 


WE  have  been  through  many  trying  feenes,  in  an  amazing 
time  ol  ftupidity,  avarice,  and  luxury.  But  many  encou¬ 
ragements  have  been  granted  lately.  A  revival  of  religion 
began  in  Providence  college  about  a  year  ago  ;  a  young  tutor, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Maxcy,  is  now  apromifing  preacher 
in  the  Baptift  church  there,  to  which  near  thirty  members 
have  been  added  in  the  year  paid,  and  the  work  (till  pre¬ 
vails.  A  like  work  has  been  granted  in  Attleborough  and 
we  have  had  a  little  of  it  in  our  fociety;  and  about  the 
mid  way  betwixt  here  and  Bo  Pen,  a  work  broke  out  the  luff 
of  Auguff,  which  is  ffill  very  powerful,  efpecially  among 
the  Baptifts  in  Braintree,  where  Brother 
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tor.  It  is  a  happy  time  in  Bofton,  and  a  large  number  have 
of  late  been  hopefully  converted  in  the  ftate  ot  New  Hamp- 
fliire,  at  Brentwood,  Deerfield,  Stratham,  and  other  places  j 
and  in  our  Hate,  weft  ward  of  Connecticut  river,  in  Con- 
wav,  A  infield,  Adams,  Laneiborough,  &c.  not  lefs  than 
fivi  hundred  perfons  have  been  added  to  Baptift  churches 
fince  September  1788,  and  about  an  hundred  in  the  Narra- 
paufet  country,  ftate  of  Rhode.  Iiland,  in  the  year  pait. 
f  he  Baptifts  alfo  increafe  much  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut, 
and  indeed  through  all  our  ftafces.  O  for  an  heart  of  thank- 
fulnefs,  and  fkill  to  improve  our  privileges  aright  i 

The  want  of  obedience  in  fome  of  our  churches  to  the 
laws  of  Chrift,  in  the  fupport  of  his  minifters,  has  con- 
ft rained  me  to  publiih  a  brief  difcourle  thereon. 


New  York ,  Nov.  30,  1790* 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  Mr.  Baldwin,  formerly  of  New 
Hampfhire,  a  man  of  piety  and  of  popular  talents,  was  to 
inftalled  the  tenth  day  of  this  month  as  paftoi  or  the  fe- 
cond  church  of  the  Baptift  denomination  in  Lofton,  m  the 
place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gair,  deceafed.  Mr.  Maxcy,  a  tutor 
,f  Providence  college,  an  amiable  young  man,  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  l'cholar;  lately  commenced  a  preacher,  I  heai  has  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  fupply  the  Baptift  church  ,n  Provi¬ 
dence  for  a  year.  You  will  lee,  by  minutes  ot  the  affocia- 
hon,  the  great  increafe  of  the  Baptifts  in  America.  May 
-God  o-rant  an  increafe  in  piety,  knowledge,  and  candour 
amonp  us,  as  well  as  in  number!  The  inroads  of  me  uni- 
v  rfallhlvatlon  fcheme,  in  fome  places,  are  to  be  lamented. 
The  {bread  of  this  error,  I  think,  is  in  fome  mcaiure  to  be 
attributed  to  the  want  of  a  proper  undemanding  ot  the 
d  arines  of  grace,  as  diftinguifhed  from  Antmoman  tenets. 
gut,  I  believe,  more  rational  conceptions  of  Divine  truth 

are  gradually  prevailing  among  us. 


Kentucke. 


Our  laft  Afiociation  was  held  at  Lexington ,  in  Fayette 
County,  Aug.  27,  T90- 

'I'HE  introductory  l'ermon  was  preacned  by  Brother  J-bn 
Taylor,  of  Clear  Crlek.  Letters  from  twelve  churches  were 
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read.  The  church  at  Indian  Creek  was  received  into  the 
aflociation,  and  a  Jill  of  the  fourteen  churches  in  this  con¬ 
vention  taken ;  when  it  appeared  that  the  increafe  fmce  the 
laft  meeting  amounted  to  222,  and  that  their  whole  number 

was  1,383.  , ..  .  r  c 

There  has  been  a  confiderable  addition  to  iome  of  our 

churches  fince  the  aflociation.  The  Calviniftic  fyftem  pre¬ 
vails  much :  we  have  a  number  of  General  Baptifts  in 
Kentucke,  fome  Prelbyterians,  and  a  few  of  the  Church  of 
England,  with  a  variety  of  other  leas.  Liberty  of  conjcienc^ 
is  unlimited  among  ns.  I  never  remember  the  minilters  of 
Chrifl:  more  ftrengthened  to  preach  the  truth,  than  they 
are  of  late.  If  I  had  a  thoufand  copies  of  your  Selection 
of  Hymns,  am  confident  I  could  fell  them.  The  Rev,  Mi  «> 
John  Gano  was  furely  fent  hither  by  Providence  :  he  is  a 
bleflino-  to  our  new  country ;  he  and  his  family  are  in 
health.*3  He  is  a  valuable  preacher.  I  have  heard  his  foil 
feverai  times,  and  thinks  his  talents  are  very  promifing.^  We 
have  been,  and  ftill  are,  diftrefled  with  the  lavages.  Every 
humane  ftep  has  been  taken  to  convince  them  of  our 
friendfhip,  but  in  vain.  1  heir  heathen  minds  have  been 
fo  corrupted  by  bad  men,  that  we  fear  nothing  but  the 
fword  will  purchafe  peace  for  us.  Cloie  to  my  habitation, 
they  robbed  me  at  one  time  of  two  hundred  pounds  worth 
of  horfes  :  but,  blefled  be  God  !  I  have  never  loft  one  of  my 
family.  My  love  to  the  brethren  with  you,  efpecially  to 
t'ne  reverend  fathers  in  the  Golpel  of  Jelus.  I  hope  foon  to 
jneet  them  in  the  better  world,  on  the  other  fide  the  flood, 
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Of  the  principal  eooks  and  pamphlets  which  have 
been  lately  printed  by  the  Baptists ;  with  a  few  others* 
whofe  Authors  are  here  diflinguillied  by  the  denomination 
to  which  they  belong. 


B. 


Rev.  Mr.  Isaac  Backus, 

Pallor  of  the  firft  Baptiil  Church  in  Middleborough,  New 

England. 


with  particular  Reference  to  the 


Denomination  of  Chriftians  called  Baptifts - contain¬ 

ing,  'I  iie  firft  Principles  and  Settlements  of  the  Country  ;  the 
Rife  and  Incrcafe  of  the  Baptift  Churches  therein  ;  the  Intru¬ 
sion  of  Arbitrary  Power  under  the  cloak  of  Religion  ;  the 
Clinician  Teftimonies  of  the  Baptifts  and  others  againft  the  fame, 
with  their  Sufferings  under  it,  from  the  beginning  to  the  nre- 
fenc  time,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  Price  123.  ^ 

The  Doflrine  of  Particular  Election  and  Final  Perfeverance 
explained' and  vindicated,  8vo.  pp.  34.  1789. 

The  Liberal  Support  of  Gofpel  Mirftfters  opened  and  incul¬ 
cated,  8vo.  pp.  36.  1789. 

Apply  for  the  above  to  Mr.  Rippon,  or  to  the  Rev.  Mr 
Timothy  Thomas,  London. 


Rev.  Mr,  John  BeaTson,  Hull. 

Compafjton  the  Duty  and  Dignity  of  Man ,  and  Cruelty  the  Difr 

hir  KTntuvo. - r. _ 1  V  i  r-  ^  \ 


*  f  T  O  J  '  —  '  is  ^  Is  J-S LJ X  !  a  t  c 

of  IBs  Nature— A  Sermon  occafioned  by  that  branch  of  Britifh 


commerce  which  extends  to  the  human  fpecies.  Preached  to 
a  Congregation  of  Proteftant  Diftenters  in  Hull,  Jan.  21,  1789. 
They  took  them  captives,  held  them  fafi,  and  refifed  to  let  them  go. 

Jer.  1.  33.  ^  A  * 

O  my  foul !  come  not  thou  into  their  Jeer et ;  unto  their  ajfemhly ,  mine 
honour,  be  not  thou  united.  Gen.  xlix.  6. 

Sold  by  Meffrs.  Robinfons,  London;  T.  Browne,  Hull;  Todd, 
York;  and  J.  Binns,  Leeds.  Price  is. 

*  Thofe  who  perufe  this  lift  are  requefted  to  obferve,  That  as  it  is 
part  of  thp  Regifter  for  1790,  the  publications  of  i79r  have  not  been  in- 
tented  in  it)  If  the  work  of  any  author  is  omitted,  which  lhould  have 
appeared  in  this  catalogue,  the  caufe  of  the  neglcft  will  be  found  with 
the  perfon  himfelf,  and  not  with  the  Editor. 
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Rev.  Mr.  John  Butterworth,  Coventry. 

r  A  Serious  Addrefs  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley,  occafioned  by 
’readino-  his  Familiar  Letters  addrefled  to  the  Inhabitants  oi 
Birmingham,  wherein  the  Doctor's  lentiment  of  the  leifim  of 
oir  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  is  conlidered.  By  Chriitophilus.  Puce 

2  A  New  Concordance  and  DUlionary  to  the  Bible,  the  in  oil  full 
and  concife  of  any  before  publifhed,  large  bvo.  1  rice  3s.  m 

boards. 

Sold  by  Luckman,  Coventry,  and  at  No.  43,  Fleet  itreeL  Lon¬ 
don. 

Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  Booth,  London. 

The  Reign  of  Grace  from  its  Rife  to  its  Confumination,  the  iounh 
edition.  i2mo.  price  3s.  6d. 

Printed  for  and  by  L.  Way  land.  Sold  by  Button,  Alh, 

Knott,  and  others, 

C. 

Rev.  Mr.  William  Crabtree,  Bradford,  York. 

1  The  Chriftian  Minifter’s  Farewell  to  his  Flock— A  Sermon 
'  occafioned  by  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  James  Hartley,  late  ot 

2.  T be  Profperity  of  a  Gofpel  Church  confdered—Af  a  Sermon  de¬ 
livered  at  the  Ebenezer  Chapel  at  Leeds,  on  I  film  cxvm.  25. 
O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  fend  now  profperity  !  pp.  42.  trice  0  . 

Wills,  No,  2.  Stationers-court,  near  Ludgate-ftreet,  London; 

Binns,  at  Leeds. 

D. 

Rev.  Mr.  James  Dore,  London. 

j.  Letters  on  Faith,  addreffed  to  a  Friend.  Price  is.  6d. 

2.  A  Sermon  on  the  African  Slave  Trade,  third  ed.  I  nee  6a. 

3.  A  Sermon  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Society  for  the  Support  and 
Encouragement  of  Sunday  Schools  in  the  diheient  Counties  ox 
England,  inllituted  in  London,  1785.  Price  6J. 

Sold  by  Gurney,  Holborn. 

E. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D. 

Pallor  of  a  Congregational  Church  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 

The  Do&rine  of  the  Endlefs  Punilhumnt  of  the  Damned,  argued 
and  defended  again!!  the  obje£U®  :  it  and  realomngs  oi  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Chauncy,  of  Bolton,  in  1  j  'book  entitled,  i  he  Salva¬ 
tion  of  all  Men,  &c.- 
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CONTENT 


S. 


Chap.  I.  An  account  of  the  chief  parts  of  Dr.  Chauncy’s  fyflcm 
concerning  future  punifhment,  and  a  companion  of  thbfe  parts 
with  each  other. 

Chap.  II.  Whether  the  damned  deferve  any  other  punifhment 
than  that  which  is  conducive  to  their  perfonal  good. 

Chap.  III.  Whether  the  damned  will,  in  fait,  falter  any  other 
punifhment  than  that  which  is  conducive  to  their  perfonal 
good. 

Chap;  IV.  An  examination  of  Dr.  Chauncy’s  arguments  to  provb 
endlefs  punifhment  inconfiflent  with  j  Alice. 

Chap.  V.  Is  annihilation  the  punifhment  of  the  damned? 

Chap.  VI.  The  juflice  of  endlefs  punifhment. 

Chap.  VII.  Another  view  of  the  fame  fubjedl. 

Chap.  VIII.  Endlefs  punifhment  confident  with  goodnefs. 

Chap.  IX.  Dr.  Chauncy’s  argument  from  Rom.  v.  12,  &c.  con- 
fidered. 

Chap.  X.  His  arguments  from  Rom.  viii.  19 — 24.  confidered. 

Chap.  XL  His  arguments  from  Col.  i.  19,  20.  Eph.  i.  10.  and 
1  Tim.  li.  4.  confidered. 

Chap.  XII.  His  arguments  from  Pfal.  viii.  5,  6.  Heb.  ii.  6 — 9. 
Phil.  ii.  9— 12.  1  Cor.  xv.  24 — 29.  and  P.ev.  v.  13.  confider¬ 
ed. 

Chap.  XIII.  His  doftrine  bf  univerfal  falvation  compared  with 
his  ideas  of  moral  agency. 

Chap.  XIV.  A  reply  to  his  an  fa  ers  to  the  arguments  drawn  from 
thofe  texts  which  declare  the  punifhment  of  the  damned  to  be 
ever l '  fling — -for  ever — for  ever  and  ever,  Si c. 

Chap.  XV.  A  reply  to  his  anfwers  to  the  arguments  drawn  from 
what  is  faid  concerning  Judas,  Mark  xiv.  21.  from  what  is  laid 
concerning  the  unpardonable  fin,  and  from  the  tendency  of  his 
doftrine  to  licentioufnefs. 

Chap.  XVI.  The  pofitive  evidence  of  endlefs  punifhment. 

8vo.  Price  6s. 

Apply  to  Mr.  Rippon ;  or  to  Air.  Ryland,  of  Northampton. 


Rev.  John  Ers ici ne,  D.  D. 

One  of  the  Miniflers  of  Edinburgh,  belonging  to  the  Church 

Scotland. 

1.  Sketches  and  Hints  of  Church  Hijlory  and  Theological  ControT 
verfy,  chiefly  tranilated  or  abridged  from  modern  foreign 
writers - -containing, 

I.  A  Treatife  on  Ecclefiaflical  Toleration  againfl.  H.  Goodricke, 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Groningen,  by  Profeffor 
Bonnet,  in  which  Dr.  Bonnet  particularly  examines  Dr.  Dod¬ 
dridge’s  reafcnings  againft  ecclefiaflical  formulas. 

II.  Some  Doitrines  of  the  Proteflant  Religion  defended,  by  Mr. 
H.  Van  Alphen. 

III.  Letters 


III'.  Letters  from  certain  Jews  on  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion. 

IV.  Edid  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Potfdam,  9th  July,  17S8. 

V.  Account  or  the  controversy  occ.  iioned  by  the  King  of  Pruffia’s 
Edid,  9th  July,  17  83,  chiefly  transited  and  abridged  from 
Dr.  Seiler’s  Remarks,  &c. 

VI.  Extracts  from  the  prefent  date  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  2d 
edition,  by  Richard  Lord  Bilhop  of  Cloyne.  Dublin,  1787. 

VII.  A  treatife  on  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  by  Dr* 
James  Vernet,  profeffor  of  divinity  at  Geneva. 

VIII.  F.  Stofch  Jemonftratio  exiftritiie  eccleftie  Thyatirenaej 
inferted.  Symbolic  literariic  Bremenfes. 

IX.  Hints  of  Fads  relating  to  Religion,  Manners,  and  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Mankind,  from  Dr.  Seiler  oi  Erlangen  s  German 
Literary  Journals,  1776, — 1788. 

X.  A  curiory  Reprefentation  of  modern  Jefuitifm. 

XL  Proofs  that  Original  Sm  was  taught  before  Auguftine,  taken 
partly  from  Hagelmayer’s  German  Anfwer  to  Free  Thoughts 
on  Chriftianity,  partly  from  the  Hague  Prize  Eftays,.  in  anfwer 
to  Dr.  Pneftiey’s  Hiftory  of  the  Coiruptions  of  Chriftianity. 

XII.  Obfervation  on  the  Song  of  the  Bards  over  Cuchullin 
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Rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller,  Kettering, 

1.  Two  Difcourfes ,  delivered  by  A.  Fuller  and  J.  Ryland,  at  the 
Settlement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Fawkner  in  the  paftoral 
office  over  the  Baptift  Church  at  Thorn,  in  Bedfordshire. 
Price  6d. 

2.  9  he  Nature  and  Importance  of  walking  by  Faith ,  a  Sermon  de¬ 
livered  at  the  Annual  Aflociation  of  the  Baptift  minifters  and 
churches  met  at  Nottingham,  June  2d,  1784,  publiftied  at  the 
requeft  of  the- church  and  minifters.  To  which  are  added,  A 
few  perfuafives  to  a  general  union  in  prayer  for  the  revival  of 
real  religion.  'The  2d  edition.  12m.  pp.  48.  Price  6d.  1790. 

Sold  by  Button,  Vernor,  Aflh,  Gardiner,  Mathews. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Freeman,  London.  . 

A  Sermon  on  the  judgments  of  Mankind,  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles 
Chais,  minifter  of  the  French  church  at  the  Hague,  intended  as. 
a  fpecimen  of  a  tranflation  of  a  volume  of  fermons  by  the  fatne 
author. 

8vo.  pp.  27.  Dilly,  Price  6d.  1790, 

G. 

Rev.  Mr.  Philip  Gibbs,  Plymouth. 

The  Glory  of  God  confdered  in  reference  to  Man  s  Fall  and  Recovery j 
alfo,  An  Enquiry  into  the  Ufe  of  the  Moral  Law,  as  in  the 
hand  of  the  Divine  Spirit:  Together  with  the  nature,  publi¬ 
cation,  and  inftrumentality  of  the  Gofpel  Call,  through  the 
fame  divine  agent,  in  the  effectual  converfton  of  ftnners,  8vo. 
pp.  512.  Price  2s.  6d.  boards. 

N.  B,  This  volume  was  written  by  Mr.  Gibbs’s  relative,  the  late  in¬ 
valuable  Mr.  Deane  of  Plymouth.  Its  appearance  in  print  is  owing  to 
the  defire  of  friends,  and  not  to  any  profpe£t  of  gam,  as  rnuft  appear 
to  every  one  who  confiders  its  bulk  and  price. 

May  be  had  of  Mr.  Rippon ;  and  of  Mr.  Ryland,  Northampton. 

Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Green,  Middleton  Cheney. 

The  Abfolute  NeceJJity  of  a  Preparation  for  Death — A  Sermon 
preached  at  Middleton  Cheney,  in  Northamptonihire,  Jan, 
17th,  1790,  on  occafion  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Harris, 
pp.  39.  Price  6d,  Aih.  London. 

H. 

Richard  Hudson,  Efq ;  Perfhore. 

Qbfer  vat  ions  on  the  Origin  and  Efefts  of  the  Tef  Aft,  with  fome 
hints  for  the  confideration  of  the  clergy,  8vo.  pp.  41.  Price  is. 
Johnfon.  1790. 


Rev, 
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Rev.  Mr.  John  Martin,  London. 

(Tranflated  from  the  French.) 

An  Eftay  on  Providence  ;  to  which  is  prefixed.  An  abridgement  of 
the  hiltory  of  Mr.  Lewis  de  Marolks,  the  writer  of  that  effay* 
Sold  by  Stockdale. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jedidiah  Morse, 

Congregational  Minilter  at  Charleilown,  near  Bolton, 

New  England. 

The  American  Geography  ;  or,  A  View  or  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  Containing, 
Agronomical  Geography. 

Geographical  definitions. 

Difcovery  and  general  defcription  of  America. 

Summary  account  of  the  difcoveries  and  fettlements  of  North 
America  :  General  view  of  the  United  States ;  of  their  boun¬ 
daries ;  lakes;  bays  and  rivers;  mountains;  productions; 
population  ;  government ;  agriculture  ;  commerce  ;  manu¬ 
factures  ;  hiltory ;  concife  account  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
important  events  which  have  fucceeded ;  biographical  Iketches 
of  feveral  illuitrious  heroes. 

General  account  of  New  England  ;  of  its  boundaries ;  extent; 
divifion  ;  mountains ;  rivers  ;  natural  hiltory  ;  productions  ; 
population;  character;  trade;  hiltory. 

Particular  defcriptions  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  of 
Kentucke,  the  Weltern  Territory,  and  Vermont.4 — Of  their 
extent ;  civil  divifion  ;  chief  towns ;  climates ;  rivers ;  moun¬ 
tains;  foils;  productions;  trade;  manufactures;  agriculture; 
population  ;  character  ;  conltitutions ;  courts  of  jultice  ;  col¬ 
leges  ;  academies  and  ichools  ;  religion ;  illands  ;  Indians  ; 
literary  and  humane  focieties  ;  fprings;  curiofities ;  hiltories. 

Illultrated  with  two  Sheet  Maps — One  of  the  Southern,  the  other 
of  the  Northern  States,  neatly  and  elegantly  engraved,  and 
more  correCt  than  any  that  have  hitherto  been  publilhed. 

To  which  is  added, 

A  concife  abridgement  of  the  Geography  of  the  Britiih,  Spanifh, 
French  and  Dutch  Dominions  in  America  and  the  Welt  Indies — 
Of  Europe,  Afia  and  Africa. 

Large  8vo.  Price  8s.  Apply  to  Mr.  Rippon. 

P. 

Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Pearce,  Birmingham. 

The  opprejjive ,  unjuft,  and  profane  Nature  and  Tendency  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  and  T eft  Ads  expofed ,  in  a  Sermon  preached  before  the 
congregation  of  Proteftant  Difienters,  meeting  in  Cannon-ltreet, 
Birmingham,  Feb.  21,  1790. 
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That  it  may  pleafe  thee  to  defend  all  that  are  oppreffed  : 

That  it  may  pleafe  thee  to  forgive  our  enemies,  perfecutors,  and 
Wanderers,  and  to  turn  their  hearts. 

We  befeech  thee  to  hear  us,  good  Lord  ! 

Litany  of  the  Church  of  England, 

g vo,  pp.  34.  Price  6d.  Johafon.  London. 

R. 

John  Rippon,  London. 

I,  A  Confejjion  of  Faith,  put  forth  by  the  elders  and  brethren 
of  many  congregations  of  Chriftians  (baptized  upon  profeffion 
of  their"  faith)  in  London  and  the  country,  printed  at  London 
in  1688,  now  reprinted,  with  a  lift  of  the  37  minifters  who 
recommended  it  in  1689  ;  to  which  this  edition  adds,  what  was 
never  before  given,  the  places  where  they  all  laboured. 

gvo.  pp,  48,  Price  6d.  or  two  guineas  an  hundred. 

A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Gifford, 
D.  D.  preached  at  Eagle-ftreet  by  John  Rippon  ;  with  an  Arf- 
drefs  delivered  at  the  grave,  by  the  Rev,  John  Ryland,  fen.  A.  M. 
a  ne-iv  edition..  8vo.  pp.  86.  Price  is, 

¥,  A  Sermon  at  the  execution  of  Mofes  Paul,  an  Indian,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  murder,  preached  at  New  Haven  in  America, 
by  Samfon  Occom,  a  native  Indian,  who  was  in  England  with 
Dr.  Whitaker,  1766  and  1767,  collecting  for  the  Indian 
cbarity-fchools.  To  which  is  added,  a  fliort  account  of  the 
late  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians.  Alfo,  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  language  of  the  Muhhekaneew  Indians,  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 
Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.  8vo.^pp.  36.  Price  6d, 

The  lame  Sermon  translated  intoWelfh,  Price  4d. 

Thefe  three  articles,  and  alfo  his  Selection  of  Hymns  from 
the  belt  authors,  intended  to  be  an  appendix  to  Dr,  Watts  s 
Pfalms  and  Hymns,  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Rippon,  and-at  No.  7, 
Carterdane,  Tooley-ftreet,  near  London  Bridge;  alfo  of  Dilly 
and  Robinfon,  London:  Brown  at  Rriftol,  and  Birins  at  Leeds, 

/ 

Rev.  T homas  Robinson,  A.  M. 

Vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Leicefter,  and  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College.* 

Cambridge. 

Scripture  Characters ;  or,  A  practical  improvement  of  the  princL 
pal  Hiftories  of  the  Old  Teftament, 

Vol.  1,  from  Adam  to  Jofhua. 

Vol.  2,  from  the  times  of  the  Judges  to  the  end  of  the  Qld  Tefta’ 
ment,  i2mo. 

Sold  by  Mathews  and  Dillv,  17  89,  1790. 

Rev, 
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Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Robinson,  late  of  Cambridge* 

The  Hiftory  of  Baptifm*,  4to.  with  Plates,  pp.  653,  Price  il.  5s, 

I‘  ^°*  Sold  by  Knott,  Lombard-ftreet,  London, 

Rev.  John  Ryland>  fen.  A.  M. 

Demonfirations  of  Divine  Jufiice,  by  John  Owen  D.  D.  at  that 
time  Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford,  1653,  now  hrft  tianllated 

✓  from  the  Latin.  , 

No.  I.  Price  6d.  pp.  40.  Symonds,  All » 

Rev.  John  Ryland,  Jan.  A.  M.  Northampton. 

,  The  Lave  not  againfi  the  Promifes  of  God-  A  Sermon  delivered 
at  the  annual  affociation  of  the  Baptift  hurt ihes 

affembled  at  Leicefter,  May  30,  1787.  1  uhlilhed  at  the  re- 

quell  of  the  minifters  and  others,  i2mo.  I  nee  od. 

e.  Chrifi  the  great  Source  of  the  Believed  s  Confilaf.cn  ana the grand 
S„iiia  of  the  Go  ft  el  Minifiyy — A  Sermon  occafioned  by  die 

d  alh  ofthe  Revfhodma  iymonds  pallor  ot  the  Congreg*. 

tional  Church  whichaffemb.es  «  - t^OidMee  |i„g  « oufe  in 


Bedford,  preached  Nov.  27,  . /  —  -  T  o  v  re 

Addrefs  immediately  preceding  the  interment,  by  John  Satclift. 

Publiihed  at  the  requeft  of  the  congregation  ;  with  an  A,  pen 
dix,  containing  a  brief  hiftory  of  the  firft  rife  01  t.iat  cam  i , 

*  The  lift  of  publications  to  be  given  in  the  body  of  the  Regifter,  ij 
not  intended  to  include  an  account  of  hooka  going  to  pie  s,  °r  m  , 

“  filch  that  are  already  printed  j  yet  there  are  numerous  reafons  fin  m- 
jferting  the  following  advert; fement . 

Printing  by  Subfcription, 

For  the  Benefit  cf  the  Widow  and  Family  of  the  Author, 
ECCLESIASTICAL  RESEARCHES, 

By  ROBERT  ROBINSON. 

The  work  will  be  comprifed  in  one  large  quarto  volume, 

which  wrill  contain  ^  .  .  * 

A  general  view  of  the  Roman  Empire,  ana  of  Judea,  at  t  -  1  ^ 

fetus  the  Chrift-Cautions  neceffary  to  a  reader  of  ecciefiaft.calh.fto.  y 

--A  brief  hiftory  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  churche^-Anint  r 
account  of  Chriftians  in  all  ages,  and  m  various  count!  ieb,  who,  beto 

the  period  of  the  Reformation,  averted,  and  adtedupo  ,  I  I 
of  religious  liberty— A  view  of  the  hate  of  baptifm  in  d.fKrent  com 
munitfes—  A  hiftory  of  the  Baptiftsof  Poland,  Traiifylvama,  Bohemia, 

Moravia,  &c.— and  a  lift  of  fubferibers.  . -,nJf  to  H 

The  price  to  fubferibers  will  be  One  Guinea  in 
paid  at  the  time  of  fubferibiag,  the  other  on  the  delivery  ot  the  boo.v, 

Which  will  take  place  about  September.  .  „  .  #  R  . 

Subfcriptions  aie  received  by  the  Rev.  E wans,  ✓  -  3  ■>  -  • 

Dunfcomhc,  Coat;  Dr.  Stuart,  Edinburgh  j  Key  i D{ ' 

Cniverlity  in  Philadelphia ;  and  alio  by  Johnton  and  Knott,  .ooLKlici-, 

London,  ahd 


1788. 
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and  of  its  pallors  in  fucceflion,  before  and  fmce  the  time  of  the 
celebrated  John  Bunyan.  i2mo.  pp.  60.  Price  6d, 

3.  The  Perfection  of  the  Divine  Lavo,  and  its  ufefulnefs  for  the 
Converfon  of  Souls — A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  College  Chapel 
in  New  Haven,  on  the  morning  after  the  commencement,  A.  D. 
17S7,  by  John  Smalley,  A.  M.  pallor  of  a  church  in  Berlin, 
Printed  at  New  Haven  in  Connecticut,  1787;  reprinted  at 
Northampton  in  Old  England,  1789,  i2mo.  pp.  28.  Price  4d. 

Sold  by  Button,  Alh,  Vernor,  London. 

S. 

Rev.  Mr.  John  Stanger,  near  Sevenoaks, 

1,  Free  Accefs  to  God  by  a  Mediator — A  Sermon  preached  at 

BelfePs  Green,  near  Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Price  6d. 

2.  The  Dodlr/ne'  of  Univerfal  Ref  oration  confdered  as  unfcripturah 
pp.  16.  Price  2d. 

Sold  by  Button,  Mathews,  and  Alh. 

Rev.  S  amuel  Stenkett,  P.  D.  London. 

Difc  owfes  on  the  Parable  of  the  Sower'.  8vo.  2d.  edit.  Price  5s* 
boards.  6s.  bound. 

2.  A  Sermon ,  occafioned  by  the  deceafe  of  John  Howard,  Efq. 
preached  in  Little  Wild-ftreet,  near  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, 
March  21ft  1790.  8vo.  pp.  41.  Price  is. 

3.  Sermons  on  the  Divine  Authority  and  various  Ufe  of  the  Holy 

Scriptures.  8vo  Price  5s.  1790. 

o  d  by  Cadell,  Dilly,  Bilhop,  and  Knott. 

Rev.  Samuel  Stilman,  D.  D.  Bollon,  New  England, 

Apoftohc  Preaching ,  confidered  in  three  difcourfes  on  1  Cor.  i.  21. 
Fo>  ajter  that,  in  the  vcifiom  of  God ,  the  world  by  vcifdom  knevj 
not  ( iod ,  it  pleafed  God ,  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them 
that  believe.  Delivered  Nov.  1790.  pp.  73. 

Bollon,  fold  by  Edes  and  Sop.  Apply  to  Mr.  Rippon  and  Mr. 
Ryland,  jun. 

Rev.  Mr.  John  Sut cliff,  Olney. 

I.  A,i  humble  Attempt  to  promote  explicit  Agreement  and vifble  JJnion 
oj  God  s  People ,  in  extraordinary  Prayer  for  the  Revival  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  tne  Advancement  of  Ghrif’s  Kingdom  on  Earth,  purfu- 
arit  to  Scripture  Promifes  and  Prophecies  concerning  the  laf  time, 
by  Jonathan  Edwards,  A.  M.  minider  of  the  Gofpel  at  North¬ 
ampton.  Printed  at  Bollon,  New  England,  1747;  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Old  England,  1789;  i2mo.  pp.  168.  Price  jd. 
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,2.  7" he  Firft  Principles  of  the  Oracles  of  God  reprefented  in  a  plain 
and  familiar  Catecbifm for  the  ufe  of  Children,  a  new  edit.  pp.  16. 
Price  id,  or  7s.  6d.  per  hundred. 

Sold  by  Button,  Paternofter-row,  London  ;  Smith,  Sheffield;  N, 
Binns,  Halifax;  J.  Binns,  Leeds;  and  Gray,  Edinburgh. 

T. 

Rev»  Dan  Taylor*,  London. 

1 .  An  EBay  on  the  Truth  and  Infpiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

8vo.  pp.  1 8  i .  Price  2S.  6d.  1790. 

2.  A  compendious  View  of  the  Nature  and  Importance  of  Chrifl> 
ian  Baptifm.  2d  edition.  Price  2d. 

3.  The  Eternity  of  Future  Puniihment  aflerted  and  improved* 
Price  6d, 

4.  The  Eternity  of  Future  Punilhment  re -aflerted.  Price  6d. 

3.  The  Interpofition  of  Providence  in  the  late  Recovery  of  his 
Majefty  Fling  Georg-e  the  ‘Thirds,  illuflrated  and  improved. 
Price  6d. 

Sold  by  Knott,  Afli,  Marfom,  Button. 

Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  A.  M.  Abingdon. 

F-ffays  on  Important  Subjects. 

Vol.  I.  1.  An  Eflay  on  the  Origin  of  our  Idea  of  God. 

2.  - On  the  Mofaic  Account  of  the  Creation  of 

the  Solar  Syftem. 

3,  - On  the  Nature  and  Neceflity  of  Religion. 

Vol.  II.  4.  - - - -  On  the  Nature,  Criteria,  and  Ufe  oi  Mi¬ 

racles* 

5.  - On  a  feparate  State. 

6.  - On  a  double  Senie  of  fonts  o*  the  prophetic 

Scriptures. 

i2rno.  Price  6§.  fewed. 

Sold  by  J.  Johnfon,  C.  Dilly,  and  J.  Marfom,  Lcndon  ;  D.  Prince, 
in  Oxford;  and  A,  Shank,  in  Abingdon,  Berks. 
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The  Rev.  Mr,  Henry  Philips. 

(HE  Rev,  Mr.  Henry  Philips  was  born  at  Trelech, 
in  Carmarthenfhire,  and  called  by  grace  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  under  the  inflrumentality  of  Mr.  Howell  Harris. 
For  about -eight  years  after,  he  attended  the  miniltry  of 
Mr.  Griffith  [ones,  in  the  eflabliffied  church  at  Landowror, 
near  the  place  where  he  wa^  born,  at  which  time  he  kept  a 
fchool,  and  preached  among-  the  Methodifls  in  Mr.  White- 
field’s  connexion.  Reading  the  New  Teflament,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  ,A£ls,  he  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  true  nature  of  a  gofpel  church.  This  made  him 
leave  the  Church  of  England;  but  he  heartily  loved  the 
converted  clergy,  rejoicing  whenever  he  heard  of  fuccefs 
attending  their  labours.  He  was  baptized  at  Pen-y-garn,  in 
March  1750,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Saptift  church 
in  that  place.  Mr.  Miles  Harris,  who  adminiftcred  the 

ordinance  to  him,  being-  at  that  time  the  chief  tutor  of  the 

_  ■ 

Baptifr  academy  at  Frofhant,  firfl  directed  his  itudiesj-and 
the  next  year,  he  enjoyed  other  advantages  fuited  to  his  time 
of  life,  at  Briflol,  under  the  care  of  the  Rey.  Mefirs.  Bernard 
Fofkett,  and  Hugh  Evans,  After  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Evan  Jenkins,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  23d  of 
March  1752,  Mr.  Philips  fupplied  the  deflitute  church  at 
Wrexham  in  Denbighfhire.  Next  he  ferved  the  people  at 
Namptwich  in  Chefhire,  and  preached  oceafionaliy  in  London, 
at  Whitchurch,  and  Broughton,  Hants,  till  1757,  when  he 
failed  for  Ireland.  He  preached  his  firfl  fermon  in  that 
country  at  Waterford,  on  the  nth  of 'September,  There 
he  was  ordained  in  1758,  by  the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards, 
M.  A.  afterwards  pallor  of  the  Baptifl  church  at  Philadel¬ 
phia.  He  remained  at  Waterford  between  four  and  five 
years  ;  but  as  neither  he  nor  his  wife  had  their  health  in  that 
city,  they  removed  to  Dublin,  in  1763.  After  labouring 
there  about  two  rears  and  a  half,  among  the  brethren  who 
met  in  the  Back-Lane,  his  wife’s  health  growing  worfe,  they 
were  advjfed  by  the  Faculty  to  return  to  their  native  country. 
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In  1765,  they  returned  to  Pontypool  where  Mr;  Philips 
defired  to  Hay;  but  after  vifitirig  the  church  at  Exeter,  then 
deftitute  of  a  pallor,  and  the  church  at  Tiverton*,  when  Mr, 
Lewis  was  gone  from  it  to  Exeter,  Mr.  Philips  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  brethren  at  Sarum  by  his  worthy  friend,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hugh  Evans.  He  preached  his  firil  fermon  here 
on  Feb.  2,  1766.  His  fettiement  with  this  people  was  one 
of  the  happielt  events  of  his  life;  and  in  this  connection  he 
demonftrated,  that  u  the  liberal  heart  devifeth  liberal  things.” 
Next  to  the  duties  of  his  paftoral  office,  nothing  was  more 
pleafant  to  him  than  the  inllrudlion  of  ignorant  children, 
and  the  diflribution  of  good  books.  Seeing  u  the  .people,” 
and  efpecially  the  poor  people,  u  perifh  for  lack  of  know* 
ledge,”  he  opened  a  free  fchool,  which  was  free  indeed.  At 
one  time  he  had  more  than  150  fcholars,  whom  he  taught  to 
read,  write,  and  calf  accounts :  fome  of  them  came  to  him 
between  their  working  hours  with  their  meals  in  their  hands, 
and  having  read  or  fpelt,  went  away  immediately  to  their 
bufinefs.  It  was  very  pieafing  to  fee  one  poor  little  fcholar 
lead  another  child  in  his  hand,  up  to  his  mailer,  faying, 
Pleafe,  Sir,  to  give  my  little  brother,  or  filler,  or  neighbour 
(as  it  happened)  a  little  learning.  On  Mondays  the  children 
laid  their  talks,  which  were  taken  from  Dr.  Watts’s  Sonps 
for  Children,  the  Baptill  Catechifm,  the  Anembly’s,  or  fome 
other  inllrudlive  pieces.  According  to  the  improvement  of 
his  fcholars,  were  his  rewards  adminillered.  To  one  child 
he  gave  a  Tellament,  to  another  a  Bible.  In  this  his  delight¬ 
ful  employ  he  was  pretty  early  encouraged  to  proceed  by  a 
gentleman  who  lent  him  books  to  give  away,  allowing  him 
alfo  to  get  fmall  tradls  re-printed  $  but  requelled  in  moll  of 
his  letters  year  after  year,  the  llridldi  fecrecy  as  to  his  name. 
This  patron  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  late  John  Thorn¬ 
ton,  Efq;  a  man  loved  by  every  denomination  of  good  men, 
and  whole  philanthropy  has  been  experienced  in  alinoll  every 

*  While  Mr.  Philips  was  at  Tiverton,  he  refuted  at  my  father’s  houfe 
where  that  reverend  and  dear  man,  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  had  boarded 
for  feveral  years,  before  he  removed  to  Exeter.  Mr.  Philips’s  freedom 
and  affe&ion  procured  him  the  love  of  the  whole  family.  O  how  he  uled 
to  pray  with  us !  Some  of  the  fermons  that  he  preached  in  that  town,  on 
the  one  thing  needlul-— on  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus.— on 
i|.zd  Plalm,  5th  verfe— on  Phil.  iii.  13,  14.  Ifa.  xxxviii.  17.  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  Rev.  xxii.  17.  made  a  deep  impreltion,  if  I  naiftake  not,  on  the 
minch  of  feveral  who  heard  them,  * 

Part 
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part  of  the  world*.  As  almoner  to  this  benevolent  gentle¬ 
man,  Mr.  Philips,  years  fince,  had  diftributed  about  500I. 
worth  of  books,  the  memorandum  ol  which  his  amiable 
relief!  has  prefer ved.  Nor  did  he  fuftain  his  office  in  vain; 
for  though  he  was  not  in  every  inftance  favoured  with  all  the 
fuccefs  he  defired,  yet  he  frequently  heard  that  good  was 
done.  At  one  time  he  gave  Bibles  to  a  regiment  that  was 
going  abroad.  Some  years  after,  a  foldier  of  that  regiment 
marching  through  Sarum,  while  they  halted  juft  to  take 
refreftiment,  afked  a  perlon  of  the  town,  who  flood  near 
him,  whether  Mr.  Philips  was  alive,  and  if  he  knew  him  ? 
Being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  faid,  “  I  beg  you  to 
give  my  love  to  him,  and  tell  him  I  thank  him  for  a  bible  he 
gave  me  five  years  ago;  and,  blefted  be  God  !  I  now  under- 

*  This  invaluable  man,  John  Thornton,  Efq ;  diet!  at  Bath.  His 
remains  were  brought  to  town,  and  depofi.ted  in  the  family  vault  at  Clap- 
ham,  where  the  Rev.  Henry  Fofter,  M.  A.  preached  a  funeral  fermon 

for  him.  “Not  printed. - There  is  another  difeourfe  occafioned  by  his 

death,  (printed  without  the  author’s  name,  but  faid  to  be  written  by  Mr. 
Scott  of  the  Lock),  intitled,  “  The  Love  of  Chrift  the  Source  of  genuine 
philanthropy.”  on  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  containing  observations  on  Mr. 
Thornton’s  character  and  principles;  fold  by  Johnfon,  Dilly,  and 
Mathews,  price  is.  In  which  it  faid,  “  he  difperfed  a  very  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Bibles  in  different  languages,  in  diftant  countries,  perhaps  even 
in  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe ;  and  with  them  vaft  quantities  of 
fuch  books  as  he  thought  moft  fuited  to  alarm  the  confciertce,  to  affect 
the  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  eternal  things,  and  to  lead  men 
to  repentance,  faith  in  Chrift,  and  holinefs  of  life;  thus  labouring  to 
render  thofe  whom  he  never  faw,  wife  unto  falvation.  The  author  of 
this  difeourfe  adds,  that  “his  liberality  was  by  no  means  conduced  on 
an  exclufive  principle.”  To  the  truth  of  this,  the  Baptifts  in  England, 
Wales,  and  America,  can  fet  their  feals  for  themfelves.  Out  of  the 
impreffion  of  Welfh  Bibles  at  London  in  1769,  he  fept  above  500 
to  the  the  Baptift  in  Wales:  fince  then  numerous  Brethren  have  fhared  in 
his  benevolence.  About  two  years  ago,  application  having  been  made 
to  him  for  books  to  be  fent  to  America,  immediately  he  forwarded  to  my 
houfe,  Bibles,  Teftaments,  Watts’s  Songs  for  Children,  with  other 
publications,  as  many  as  his  coach  could  well  hold.  Many  of  thefe  were 
fent  by  way  of  Philadelphia  to  Kentucke.  And  juft  befoi  e  he  went  to 
Bath,  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  from  him,  promifing  another  donation, 
confifting  of  Doddridge’s  Riie  and  Progrels,  Allein  s  Alarm,  !kc.  &c. 
It  appears  that  he  had  at  that  time  printed  as  many  as  coft  him  300I. 
I  mention  thefe  things  from  the  higheft  refpedl  for  his  memory,  and  pre- 
lume  that  if  to  this  fmall  tribute  of  gratitude,  every  one  of  his  beneficiaries 
were  to  add  “  his  tale  of  kindneifes  full  told,”  thoufands  would  be  afton- 
Ihed.  In  the  death  of  Mr.  Thornton,  the  family,  the  church,  and  the 
world  is  bereaved  ; — yet,  the  Lord  liveth;  and  in  this  inftance  we 
weep  in  hope — in  hope  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  feripture,  which  faith, 
Inftead  of  the  fathers  fhall  be  thy  children ,  whom  thou  may  eft  make 
■princes  in  all  the  earth.  Pf.  xlv.  16/  Editor, 

fta&d 
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itand.it.  .Mr.  Philips  had  no  words  iufHcient  to  convey 
his  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Thornton’s  friendfhip — a  friendfhip 
which  lafted  as  long  as  Mr.  Philips  lived.  1 

That  gracious  God,  who  fucceeded  his  fchool,  favoured 
him  alfo  with  a  divine  bleffing  in  his  miniiterial  capacity. 
When  he  came  to  Sarum  in  1766,  his  M.  S.  fays,  “  there 
w>wic  not  above  30  hearers  of  an  evening,  but  in  the  year 
1775,  from  two  to  three  hundred,”  He  adds,  “  I  am  every 
way  encouraged  and  rewarded,  blefTed  be  God  !”  The  w  y 
hrL  perfon  he  baptized  in  that  place  was  Mrs.  Minty,  the 
widow  of  a  predecefibr  of  his ;  and  the  numbers  afterwa  ds 
added  to  the  church,  all  things  taken  into  the  account,  //ere 
veiy  confiderable.  Mr.  P.  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
good  old  evangelical  authors — they  were  his  delight — -and 
Irom  his  very  entrance  on  the  work  of  the  miniffryhe  gloried 
in  the  dodhines  of  free  and  diftinguilhing  grace.  It  appeared 
to  thole  who  knew  him  beff,  that  no  one  acknowledged 
more  heartily  than  he,  that  what  he  was  as  a  chrilHan  and 
as  a  minifter,  he  was  by  the  grace  of  God.  His  friends  in 
Ireland  retained  a  warm  affection  for  him  after  nis  removal 
irom  them,  and  in  their  epiftolary  correipondence  with  him, 
often  entreated  him  to  return  to  them,  if  he  was  not  fettled 
comfortably :  but  he  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  was  fure  Sarum  was 
the  right  place  for  him,  and  that  his  residence  there  was  of  .he 
Lord.  He  was  often  afflicted  with  the  excruciating  pain  of 
the  hone  and  gravel,  and  for  the  two  iaft  years  of  his  life 
thought  every  frelh  fit  the  meffenger  of  death.  About  three 
months  before  he  died,  he  told  Mrs.'  Philips  that  his  funeral 
fermon  fhould  be  preached  from  thefe  words,  «  Having  loved 
his  own  who  were  in  tire  world,  he  loved  them  unto  the 
end;”  obferving  that  he  was  not  very  fond  of  funeral  texts, 
as  many  had  been  given  which  he  feared  were  never  felt-,  but 
that  he  had  reafon  to  be  thankful  it  was  not  lo  with  him,  be- 
caufe,  not  only  the  text,  but  the  whole  verfe  had  been  often, 
very  often,  applied  to  him  with  great  power,  nor  leaft  of  ail 
the  character,  of  father;  God,  as' his  Father  in  Chriff,  he 
faid,  was  delightful  to  him.  The  good  man  was  poorly 
fome  months,  but  continued  to  preach  till  three  weeks  before 
ads  diffolution.  The  laid  Lord’s  day  he  was  out,  he  ipuke 
with  great  liberty  from  2d  Theff.  2d  chap.  ;  in  the  forenoon 
on  the  15th  verfe,  in  the  afternoon  on  the  x6th,  and  1.1  the 
evening  on  the  17th  verfe;  nor  could  he  eafily  have  fe:  acted 
a  more  proper  feripture  for  a  farewel,  had  he  certainly  known 
he  was  to  have  finifhed  his  public  labours  that  day — Thefe 
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Were  the  words :  ’Therefore ,  brethren ,  jland  faj ?,  and  hold  the 
traditions  which  ye  have  been  taught,  whether  by  word,  or  by  our 
epijlle .  Now  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  himjelf  and  God , 

Father ,  which  hath  loved  us ,  and  hath  given  us  everlajhng  con¬ 
flation  and  good  hope  through  grace ,  comfort  your  hearts , 

JlabliJh  you  in  every  good  word  and  work.  In  the  evening,’  he 
laid  the  Lord  had  favoured  him  with  a  good  day,  and  he  did 
not  jfeefn  much  fatigued.  Now  a  flroke,  perhaps  of  the 
paralytic  kind,  deprived  him  ol  the  ule  of  his  left  aim.  In 
the  hr  it  week  of  his  illnefs,  he  walked  a  little,  and  with  the 
help  of  Mrs.  Philips,  who  ruled  the  lines  for  him,  he  wrote 
copies,  and  heard  the  poor  children  read  for  three  days, 
though  he  was  very  weak,  had  but  one  arm,  and  felt  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  in  him.  A  dear  friend  afked  him,  if  he  was 
hot  glad  that  he  was  going  ?  He  anfwered,  cc  I  am  very  will¬ 
ing  to  go;  not  that  I  am  tired  of  my  friends,  for  my  Hea¬ 
venly  Father  has  given  me  many  comforts,  and  with  them 
has  given  me  himfelf,  and  a  heart  to  love  him  in  all  of  them ; 
therefore,-  if  it  is  his  will,  and  for  his  glory,  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  poor  finners  again;  but  if  my  work 
is  done,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  long  in  the  wildernefs.”  One 
evening  in  the  feCorid  week  of  his  confinement,  the  very 
night  he  took  liis  bed,-  not  to  rile  again,  being  informee 
that  the  church  had  met  to  intercede  for  him  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  his  heart  was  deeply  affedted,  and  he  defired  Mrs.  P« 
to  help  him  to  his  bed,  which  done,  he  kneeled  down,  Mr.'.* 
P.  kneeled  down  clofe  by  him  to  fupport  his  weak  fide.  It 
was  thought  he  would  not  be  able  tofpeak  ;  but  he  exprefied 
himfelf  in  fo  clear  and  connected  a  manner  that  his  friends 
were  amazed.  He  prayed  for  himfell  for  all  around  him 
- — particularly  he  prayed  for  his  church — for  all  the  members 
« — they  were  dear  to  him — he  iritreated  the  Lord  loon  to 
give  them  a  pallor  after  his  own  heart,  who  fhould  nourifh 

them  up  unto  everlafting  life*.  . 

Being  afked  by  a  friend,  how  it  was  with  him  ?  he  replied, 
4t  I  am  made  up  of  fin  and  holinefs :  in  myfelf  black  with 
fill,  bilt  in  Jelus  all  fair — no  fpot  ki  that  robe,  which,  blelf- 
ed  be  God  !  covers  me  all  over.  No  doubts  no  fears  fu fi¬ 
fe  red  to  torrhent  of  diflraa  me.  How  gracious  is  my 
Heavenly  Father !  I  think  if  you  were  to  fiet  me  upright,  I 
could  preach  to  my  dear  people  better  than  ever  I  did,  for  I 

*  It  teems  that  rhe  God  of  Zion  has  anfwered  the  good  man’s  prayers, 
by  lending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shffery  to  them. 

could 
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could  tell  them  more  of  the  love  of  Chrifl.”  Mrs.  P. 
afked  if  fhe  fhould  read  to  him,  and  what  ?  He  mentioned 
the  23d  Pfalm,  “  which,”  he  faid,  u  through  grace  he  could 
call  his  own;”  and  after  that,  the  firft  chapter  to  the  Philippi? 
ans.  At  the  end  of  it  Mrs.  P.  flopped — he  begged  her  to 
go  on,  adding,  “  that  he,  very  much  loved  that  epiftle,  and  had 
committed  moft  of  it  to  his  memory  when  he  was  young,” 
Two  or  three  times  he  thought  the  Lord  was  going  to  take 
his  fpeech  from  him ;  a  but  if  fo,”  faid  he  with  a  chearful 
countenance,  “  do  not  you  be  uneafy,  my  dear  wife ;  I  know 
you  will  do  every  thing  for  my  comfort,  the  fame  as  if  I 
could  fpeak ;  and  I  think  we  have  been  indulged  to  fay  every 
thing  to  each  other  that  our  hearts  could  wifh.”  During 
this  confinement,  he  related  circumftantially  moft  of  his  ex¬ 
perience,  and  repeated  his  funeral  text  with  heart-felt  joy  ; 
yea,  he  was  not  only  compofed  and  refigqed,  but  happier 
than  he  had  ever  found  himfelf,  for  fo  long  together,  in  his 
life,  often  faying,  as  he  held  up  his  left  hand  with  his  right, 
*c  And  can  this  be  death  f  Surely  no — Death  has  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  my  nature  as  the  king  of  terrors — but  I  have  no 
terror  now — but  this  is  the  reafon,  Jefus  has  taken  away  hjs 
fling.  I  know  now  better  than  ever  I  did  what  the  apoftle 
meant  when  he  faid,  Ye  are  complete  in  him- — yes,  the  righte* 
oufncfs  of  Jefus  Chrifl  is  fufficient.  O  what  a  precious 
friend  is  Jefus  !  love  him,  cleave  to  him  with  all  your  heart, 
with  all  the  powers  of  your  foul.  Surely  I  am  favoured 
with  temporals  and  fpirituals,  as  if  the  Lord  had  no  other 
child  on  earth — fo  much  care  taken  of  me — fo  many  of 
God’s  dear  children  engaged  in  prayer  for  me— Lord  ! 
what  am  I  ?”  About  twelve  hours  before  he  died,  there  was 
a  vifible  alteration  in  him ;  which  alarming  Mrs.  P.  fhe  faid, 
Pray  fpeak  to  me  !  do  you  know  me  ?”  he  replied,  “  You 
are  my  dear  \yife?”  “  Is  vour  mind  comfortable?”  he  anfwer- 
ed,  <f  very;”  and  then  finding  faid,  “  Fare  we]  !”  He  retained 
his  fenfes  to  the  laft  ;  and  in  the  night,  being  frequently  re¬ 
queued  to  move  fiis  hand  it  he  was  happy,  he  ^s  frequently 
moved  fl.  Indeed  fo  gentle  was  the  whole  of  the  Divine 
condudf  towards  him  in  this  affliction,  that  his  fabric  was 
not  like  a  building  Shattered  bv  a  ftorm,  or  overthrown  by 
an  earthquake,  but  refembled  the  tabernacle  carefqlly  un¬ 
pinned  and  taken  down. 

Thus,  at  the  clofeofalife  of  ufefulnefs,  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  cordially  loved  and  ferved  a  people  twenty- three  years, 
whol  on  account  of  their  affection  to  him,  and  prayers  on 
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his  behalf,  till  his  lateft  hour,  deferved  his  love ;  he  was  in* 
duiged  with  the  rich  fupports  and  comforts  of  religion  in 
the  near  views  of  death,  and  exchanged  earth  for  heaven, 
Aug.  20,  1789,  aged  ieventy  years.  His  intimate  and  af¬ 
fectionate  friend,  Brother  Adams,  the  Independent  minifler 
at  Sarum,  fpoke  at  his  interment ;  and  his  much-loved 
Brother  Horfey,  of  Portfmouth,  at  Mr.  PPs  requeft,  preach¬ 
ed  his  funeral  fermon.  The  following  account  of  him,  put 
into  the  Saliibury  journal  by  feme  pen fon  yet  unknown  to 
the  f  iends,  deferves,  probably,  to  be  mentioned,  if  for  no 
other  reafon,  yet  for  the  fake  of  its  truth  and  juftice  : 

“  On  Thurfday  the  20th  died,,  aged  70,  after  a  fhort  iilnefs, 
the  Rev.  Henry  Philips,  Pallor  of  the  Congregation  of  Pro- 
teflant  Difienters  in  Brown  Street,  in  this  city,  three-and- 
twenty  years ;  the  duties  of  which  office  he  Co  Tartly  and 
faithfully  difeharged,  until  within  three  weeks  of  his  death. 
He  was  a  man  of  irreproachable  character,  and  of  great  be¬ 
nevolence. 

Farewel,  good  man  ! - — — 


A  faithful  herald  thou  of  heavenly  grace. 

Thy  life  was  holy,  and  thy  end  was  peace. 

Let  men  of  {kill  in  fplendid  ftile  impart 
Their  florid  fermons  to  the  heedlefs  heart. 

Amid  fcholaftic  lore  let  others  fliine. 

Yet  meekly  cloth’d  in  panoply  divine. 

Thou  could ’ll  awake  conviftion  on  the  foul. 

Where  others  touch  not,  and  e’en  thoughts  control : — 
Full  on  the  mind  enforce  each  Gofpel  truth. 

And  teach  repentance  both  to  age  and  youth  ; 

Nor  did’ll  deceive  by  noife,  by  art,  by  found. 

The  vacant  minds  of  gaping  crowds  arennd. 

Tho’  fcience  mark’d  thee  not,  yet  thou  knew’ft  well 
In  plained  language  nobleft  truths  to  tell  : 

And  tho’  thy  page  was  not  with  learning  fraught. 

Yet  did’ft  thou  live  what  others  only  taught . 

Thy  warfare’s  o’er,  and  in  a  good  old  age 
Hail  thou  concluded  well  thy  pilgrimage. 

Adieu,  good  man  !  rewards  await  thee  now. 

Where  men  of  greater  fame  fhall  to  thy  virtue  bow. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  P.  lies  buried  at  the  fide  of  two  of  his  wives  in  the 
Baptill:  Meeting-houfe-yard,  in  Brown  Street,  Salifbury,  and 
on  his  head-ftone  is  this  infcription  :  “In  memory  of  Henry 
Philips,  Baptift  minifter,  who  died  Aug.  the  20th,  1789, 
a°-ed  70  years.  He  was  the  faithful  and  beloved  pallor  of 
this  congregation  for  upwards  of  twenty-three  years.  “  Be 
not  fiothful,  but  followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and 
patience  inherit  the  promifes.” 


Some  Account  of  Mrs.  Martha  Trinder,  oi 
Northa?npton. 

ALL  who  were  bell  acquainted  with  this  excellent 
perfon,  will  allow  that  fhe  poftefted  very  quick  ^  percep- 
tions,  a  penetrating  difcernment,  and  lively  fenfations,  far 
beyond  the  common  lot  of  mortals.  Thefe,  and  other  her 
mental  faculties,  were  diredled  to  the  moll  beneficial  ends 
and  purpofes,  by  a  conscience  of  the  nicell  fufceptibihty, 
yet  juft  in  its  decifions,  and  firm  when  decided;  affec¬ 
tions  fupremely  prevalent,  attached  to  merit,  commiferat- 
ing  diftrefs,  and  abominating  vice ;  quick  without  undue 
irafcibili ty,Jlrong  without  llubbornnefs,  tender  without  weak- 
nefs;  justice  and  equity  without  the  leaft  fhadow  of 
feverity;  integrity  and  sincerity  without  rudenefs  or 
incivility;  and,  laftly,  by  the  new  principle  of  Gospel 
faith  and  holiness  joining  and  powerfully  co-operat¬ 
ing  with  all  the  reft.  Thefe  were  the  molt  confpicuous 
qualities  in  her  character,  and  all  of  them  fo  nicely  corn- 
mixed,  and  in  fuch  proportions,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  which 
had  the  afcendancy.  Each  feemed  to  prevail  when  it  was 
called  forth  into  exercife, 

In  her  childhood,  the  ftrong  tafte  fhe  had  for  plays  and 
novels,  and  the  welcome  fhe  received  at  the  houfes  or  the 
moll  opulent  and  genteel  neighbours  (who  coveted  her 
company  for  the  acutenefs  of  her  underftanding,  and  the 
fprightlinefs  of  her  difpofition,  as  a  proper  play-mate  for 
their  daughters)  would  have  corrupted  her  mind,  and  have 
led  her  into  many  hurtful  Inares  ;  but  the  ftrength  of  her 
affedlion  to  her  parents,  efpecially  her  mother,  operating  by 
a  conftantly  prevailing  fear  of  loling  her,  was  the  great  an¬ 
tidote  againft  thofe  dangers. 

I  4  It: 
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It  may,  perhaps,  be  truly  afterted,  that  not  many  evef 
rcafoned  more  juftly  or  cogently  than  fhe  ufually  did,  though 
ignorant  of  the  rules  of  logic  as  an  acquired  art.  And  to  no 
one,  in  their  plain  and  proper  ferife,  could  thofe  lines  of  th© 
poet  be  more  applicable  than  to  her : 


*■  She  ftrikes  each  point  with  native  force  of  mind, 
u  While  puzzled  learning  blunders  far  behindf,” 

Amongft  her  friends,  relatives,  and  religious  acquaintance, 
there  were  few  but  Who  in  difficult  cafes  confulted  her.  She 
quickly  difeovered  where  any  bias  lay,  and  the  various  lurk¬ 
ing  places  of  prejudice;  how  far  the  paffions  and  affedlions, 
or  carnal  felf-intereft,  had  bewildered  a  cafe,  and  opened, 
with  amazing  readinefs,  a  variety  of  confequences  to  view 
which  before  feemed  entirely  concealed.  But  if  any  doubt 
remained  in  her  own  bofom  refpe&ing  the  lawfulnefs  of  a 
plan  or  action,  or  any  bad  confequences  that  might  proba¬ 
bly  enfue,  none  could  feel  more  anxiety  than  fhe  did  upon 
the  occafion;  and,  wholly  forgetful  of  herfelf,  through  the 
intenfenefs  of  her  concern  for  others,  feldom  did  that  anx¬ 
iety  fail  of  producing  fuch  bodily  illnefs  as  haftened  on  the 
decay  of  her  conftitution. 

A  mind  pofleffed  of  fuch  acute  fenfations,  lodged  in  a 
body  ftrung  with  fuch  tender  nerves  as  hers,  Could  not  but 
compaffionate  human  mifery  very  deeply.  As  none  could 
more  commiferafce  adtual  diftrefs,  or  diftinguifh  proper  ob¬ 
jects  with  greater  or  quicker  precifion,  fo  none  could  plead 
deferring  cafes  with  more  prevalence  and  fuccefs,  or  lend 
more  aid  in  proportion  to  her  ability,  or  adminijler  it  more 
judiciouffy  and  feafonably.  As  cafes  of  the  greateft  merit 
and  moft  urgent  neceffity  mufti  be  fought  outy  by  inftituting  a 
cautious  mode  of  enquiry,  file  generally  knew'  where  to  find 
them ;  and  mingled  with  the  needed  relief,  kind  and  good 
advice  of  either  a  moral  or  prudential  nature,  as  well  as. 
ferioufnefs,  tendernefs,  and  fincerity.  To  give  feafonable. 
a  id  juft  reproof  to  the  poor,  fo  that  it  may  have  its  due 
eftedt,  is,  perhaps,  a  trial  qf  the  greateft  wifdom,  condefcen- 
iion,  tendernefs,  prudence,  and  fincerity,  that  a  Chriftian 
can  be  called  to  exercile :  In  this  Mrs.  T.  excelled. 

Juftice  and  equity  were  fo  high  in  Mrs.  T's  eftimation, 
that  her  prudence  and  patience  were  never  put  to  a  feverer 

f  Toung’ s  Univerfal  Paffion,,  Sat,  v»  p,  104,  ad  edit. 
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tm\  than  when  fhe  faw  their  laws  tranfgreffed,  and  oppref- 
fion  of  any  kind  take  place.  In  fuch  cafes,  nothing  but  the 
Jaro-e  fhare  of  wifdom  fhe  poffeffed,  and  the  convidlion  de¬ 
rived  from  long  experience  of  the  inefficacy  of  inadequate 
attempts  to  rcdrefs  what  was  amifs,  could  deter  her  from, 
ufing  efforts  for  that  end.  And  where  fhe  found  it  within 
the  limits  of  her  power  to  effedluate  a  redrefs,  no  time 
was  loft,  or  means  negle&ed,  that  fhe  deemed  proper  for 
that  purpofe.  And  few  could  judge  better  than  herfelf,  of 
the  fitnefs  of  means  to  an  end  in  the  common  or  extraordinary 
occurrences  of  human  life. 

Between  the  years  1757  and  1760,  fhe  met  with  a  trial 
that  fearched  her  to  the  very  foul,  and  deftroyed  all  her 
hopes  of  earthly  happinefs.  ’At  the  fame  time,  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  fill  her  with  a  ftrong  conviction  of  fin,  It 
is  true,  that  as  far  as  outward  adtions  extend,  or  integrity 
could  influence  them,  her  morals  had  been  remarkably 
pure.  It  was  a  confcious  fenfe  of  the  corruption  of  her 
nature ,  of  the  finful  workings  of  her  heart ,  and  of  her  own 
weaknefs  and  guiltinefs  before  God,  that  conftituted  the 
pungent  convidtion  fhe  felt.  But  the  rich  and  fovereign 
erace  of  the  Gofpel,  the  efficacious  mediation  of  Chrifh> 
free  accefs  to  the  Father  by  him,  and  the  ail-fufficiency  of 
her  Lord  to  fave  her  and  keep  her  from  falling,  encouraged 
and  impelled  her  to  fly  to  the  ftrong  hold.  Thefe,  and  many 
other  appendant  principles,  were  fo  deeply  fixed  in  her  mind* 
that  fhe  met  with  no  temptation  ftrong  enough  to  make  her 
part  with  them.  She  neither  received  nor  countenanced 
any  religious  principles,  but  fuch  as  were  of  a  practical 
tendency.  A  religion  merely  theoretical,  fhe  had  no  opinion 
of,  and  therefore  never  gave  it  any  encouragement,  and  as 
little  to  a  merely  external  profeflion.  Her  own  religious 
profeflion  was  the  pure  offspring  of  convidtion*.  But 
among  all  the  excellent  perfons  flic  was  acquainted  with, 
of  the  various  denominations  of  Chriftians,  nothing  but  fu- 
perior  grace  and  excellence  of  condudl*  could  induce  her 
in  any  degree,  to  prefer  one  to  another. 

So  deeply  was  the  fear  of  the  Lord  rooted  in  her  mind,  that 
ftie  was  adluated  by  it,  not  only  in  every  great  undertaking, 
but  even  in  her  common  affairs.  Some,  who  are  lefs  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  extent  and  fpirituaiity  of  the  law  of  God, 

-}•  She  was  a  baptized  member  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  Hyland's  Church  at 
Northampton. 
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may  cenfure  this  as  being  righteous  overmuch  ;  but  with  the 
degree  of  confcientioufneis  of  which  fhe  was  poflefled,  nothing 
fhort  of  conftantly  committing  her  ways  unto  the  Lord,  leaving 
all  events  with  him,  could  give  her  peace. 

To  the  raptures  of  religious  joy  fhe  was  a  ftranger,  but 
fubjeH,  on  the  contrary,  to  great  deprefiions  of  mind,  and 
ifrong  conflicts  within.  Thefe  moftly  arofe  from  reflections 
on  the  ftate  of  her  own  foul,  the  apparent  irregularities  of 
Divine  Providence,  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,  and  the 
mifconduct  and  imprudence  of  believers  themfelves  :  but, 
though  deftitute  of  boifterous  joy,  fhe  was  not  without  com¬ 
fort,  When  flne  was  enabled  to  refign  her  foul  unrefervedly 
unto  God,  and  commit  all  her  cares  and  trials  to  him — when 
dark  providences  were  fo  explained  by  their  events,  as  to  ex¬ 
hibit  the  wifdom,  mercy,  or  goodnefs  of  their  great  con¬ 
ductor  to  view— when,  under  the  unerring  hand  of  him  who 
works  all  things  according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will, 
fhe  beheld  evil  itfelf  over-ruled  for  good,  or  faw  genuine 
forrow  flowing  from  the  eyes  of  guilty  finners  and  returning 
hackfliders,  thefe  things  filled  her  with  confolation  and 
lerene  delight. 

Nothing  gave  her  fo  much  pain  as  fin.  Such  were  the 
views  flie  had  of  it,  efpecially  in  herfelf,  and  fuch  was  her 
hatred  to  it,  that  fhe  formed  no  idea  of  Heaven  fo  pleafur- 
able  as  that  of  a  total  exemption  from  fin.'  For  many  years 
it  was  the  aflurance  of  a  happy  releafe  from  this  worft  of  all 
evils,  which  gave  her  the  Prong  eft  relifh  fhe  ever  felt  for  that 
vvoi  id  1  and  one  of  the  iaft  days  before  her  departure,  de~ 
firing  that  Dr.  Watts’s  fifty-third  Hymn  of  the  2d  book 
might  be  foftly  read  to  her,  fhe  was  too  deeply  arrecfted  to 
hear  the  whole : 


\ 


“  No  vain  difcourfe  fiiall  fill  our  tongue, 

“  Nor  trifles  vex  our  ear,” - 

Here  the  reader  was  obliged  to  ft  op,  as  fhe  funk  down  in. 
the  bed,  and  was  nearly  fainting  with  the  pleafure  it  afforded 
her. 

I  hat  the  fubjeCl  of  thefe  ft  fiCtu res,  poflefled  as  fhe  was  of 
the  moft  delicate  Filiations,  fhoiild  exercife  all  the  relations 
oi  civil  life  with  the  utmoft  probity  and  kindnefs,  will  not  be 
wondered  at,  from  the  traits  already  given.  As  a  neighbour, 
file  was  ever  ready  to  ob/ige,  and  ferve  to  the  utmoft  of  her 
power— as  a  friend*  none  could*  exergile  more  tendernefa 

ynder 
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Under  affliction,  afford  more  judicious  advice  under  diffi¬ 
culties,  more  faithfully  admonifh,  or  more  conftantly  ad¬ 
here* 

Studious  by  a  native  propenfion  of  the  welfare  of  her  near- 
eft  relatives,  fcarcely  could  Jofeph  himfelf  demonftrate  more 
tendernefs  to  his  venerable  father,  in  the  land  of  Gofhen, 
than  Ihe  did  to  her  parents,  nor  attend  more  conftantly  to 
the  interefts  of  his  brethren,  than  (he  to  thole  of  her  fillers 
and  brother ;  and  fince  the  fall  of  our  nrft  paien  s,  there 
have  been  but  :rew,  perhaps  none,  who  have  performed  all 
the  endearing  offices  of  conjugal  fneiidfh'p  more  crttentiveij* , 
fpeedily,  and  anxioufiy,  than  fhe  performed  them ;  counting 

it  her  honour  and  happiriefs  fo  to  do. 

The  qualities  which  this  excellent  woman  poffeffed,  were  . 
peculiarly  fuited  to  her  occupation  as  a  governeis  and  tutoiels 
of  a  boarding-fchool ;  which  important  llation  fhe  honour- 
ably  filled  for  about  twenty-five  years.  From  the  reftiiude 
of  her  mind,  ihe  was  impelled  to  perform  a  faitnful  pai  ill 
the  education  of  her  pupils,  without  partiality,  or  prefer- 
i no- one  to  another,  on  any  other  account:  than  that  of  obe¬ 
dience,  improvement,  and  general  good  conduCl.  Ir  the 
good  qualities  of  fome  fhould  at  any  time  ftiare  a  larger  por¬ 
tion  of  her  affebtion,  her  wifdom  concealed  >t  from  ad  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  to  whom  fhe  could  prudently  unfold  it.  Scarcely 
could  the  veteran  foldier  ftrive  more  earneftiy  for  conqueft 
in  the  heat  of  battle,  than  this  amiable  perfon  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  her  fcholars  in  the  feveral  branches  of  their 
learning,  the  cleanlinefs  of  their  perfons  and  apparel  their 
advancement  in  2,'ood  behaviour  j  but,  above  all,  in  the  purity 
of  their  morals*  Though  a  general  plan  had  been  laid>  and 
particular  rules  of  government  and  tuition  for  many  years 
fuccefsfully  purfued  5  yet  fuch  new  cafes  continually  turned 
up  as  required  f  cfti  exertions  of  wifdom  and  prudence,  eithei 
to  enforce  eflalftiilied  rules,  or  conftflently  to  deviate  from 
them,  to~  fhe  attainment  of  the  fame  end.  But  the  moft  dif¬ 
ficult  excrcife  fhe  had  to  go  through,  was  that  of  conedlion. 
Endowed  with  an  uncommon  ftiare  both  of  tendernefs  and 
integrity,  the  ftruggie  {he  underwent  between  the  didlates  of 
compaffion  and  a  fenft  of  duty  for  the  future  welfare  of  the 
pupil,  always  left  her  a  great  fufferer,  when  the  painful  ex- 
ercife  of  correction  could  not  be  difpenfed  with. 

She  was  evidently  called  by  the  voice  of  providence  to  the 
arduous  work  of  tuition.  This,  with  other  trials,  neceffarily 

impaired  a  conftitution  which  never  was  ftrong  5  but  fhe 

forfook 
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forfook  not  her  ftation  till  the  fame  voice  releafed  her 
from  all  her  labours  at  once  by  difeafe  and  death.  On  Fri- 
day,  Nov.  6,  17^9,  attended  a  public  exercife  of  prayer, 
meditation,  and  exhortation,  ufually  denominated  u  The 
church-meeting  preparatory  to  the  Lord’s  Supper;”  but 
feeling  herfelf  more  than  ufually  cold,  flattened  home  as 
foon  as  it?  was  ended,  and  never  was  able  to  attend  public 
or  family  worfhip  any  more.  Her  diforder  proved  a  billious 
fever  at  the  beginning ;  it  was  afterwards  attended  with  a 
cough,  and  other  marks  of  a  confumption.  The  fever  fits  at 
length  concentrated  into  moft  violent  paroxifms,  in  one  of 
the  laft  of  which  fhe  cried  out,  “  Jf  this  is  fo  bad,  what 
muft  death  itfelfbe?”  alluding  to  the  Ample  pain  of  dying; 
m  this,  howevei,  the  Lord  was  to  her  better  than  her  fears. 
*1  hefe  fits  affaulted  her  for  fome  weeks  before  her  depar¬ 
ture,  returning  periodically  every  twelve  hams,  and  increaf- 
ing  in  acutenefs,  fo  that  they  wore  her  to  fuch  a  ftate  of 
maceration,  as  in  a  great  meafure  to  deftroy  the  radical 
lineaments  of  her  features. 

1  he  quick  fenfibility  for  which  fhe  was  fo  remarkable, 
foi  Took  her  not  in  her  iilnefs :  fhe  could  bear  none  to  at¬ 
tend  her  but  domeftics  and  intimate  friends,  who,  being 

tong  acquainted  with  her,  knew  well  hep  meaning  by  her 

figns.  ( , 

In  the  lail  ftages  of  the  diforder  flic  polfefled  a  happy 
•  aiiii,  except  when  interrupted  by  pam  durino-  the  violent 
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xiims. 


At  the  clofe  of  one  of  thofe,  which  was  very 


te,  file  pieafmgly  reflected,  u  Well,  perhaps  I  fhall  have 
rtalou  to  bids  Crod  to  all  eternity  for  this !”  A  day  or  two 
before  her  death,  waking  out  of-  a  fhort  fleep,  as  if  fhe  had 
been  dreaming  of  the  employment  of  heaven,  fhe  repeated, 
^  xied  they  hng  the  long  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb;  and 
again  they  faid,  Hallelujah  !”  The  evening  before  her  de-r 
parture,  as  well  as  fhe  could  exprefs  herfelf,  fhe  defired  her 
dear  companion  to  read  the  hiftory  of  the  paflage  of  the  If- 
ia  utes  over  Jordan  (to  himfelf)  as  a  type  of  death,  and  to. 
give  her  what  reflections  and  remarks  arofe  in  his  mind, 
flowly  and  gently,  as  ine  wras  able  to  bear  them,  fie  ac- 
c  ordingly  made  uich  remarks  as  feemed  moft  fuitable  to  her 
cafe,  particularly  the  need  the  Ifraelites  had  of  full  and  Arm 
iaUi'i  in  the  command  and  promile  of  Ood  againft  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  ienfe.  It  was  a  new  way  to  them ;  they  had  never 
puffed  A  before.  Jordan  then  overflowed  its  banks;  per- 
h-r.'S  they  miew  no  dung  of  its  depth,  and*  here  was  pio  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  a  paflage  preparing  for  them,  till  the  moment 
the  prieft’s  feet  entered  the  water,  &c.  She  gave  her 

token  of  approbation.  .  .  . 

About  one  o’clock  the  next  morning,  ihe  was  feized  with 

her  laft  and  moll  violent  fit,  which  deprived  her  of  her 
fpeech  for  l'everal  hours,  deftroyed  in  a  great  mealure  the 
mufcular  powers,  and  unftrung  all  her  nerves  :  it  leemed  to 
be  more  the  ftroke  of  death  than  any  other.  Though  me 
Survived  about  twelve  hours,  and  revived  m  fome  degree,  it 
neverthelefs  required  two  perfons  to  fuppoit  her,  being  in¬ 
capable  of  lying  down.  About  ten  or  eleven  the  fame 
morning,  fhe  appeared  advancing  near  unto  her  great 
chancre,  when  one  of  her  moft  affectionate  friends  addreffing 
her,  laid,  “  My  dear,  Chrift  is  opening  the  gates  of  Para- 
dife  for  you*”  ihe  replied  with  fweet  cornpolure,  ana  a 
fludluating  voice,  but  to  be  underftood,  “  Yes,  he  is,  but  let 
me  drink  firft a  little  weak  brandy  caudle  was >  given  her, 

I  fhall  need  no  more — at  the  fountain  of  life.  Waving 
with  difficulty  fwallowed  about  half  a  tea-lpoonful,  ihe  laid, 
u  Now  let  me  reft.”  Towards  the  midft  of  tne  fame  day 
(fan.  6.)  greater  fig  ns -of  approaching  death  appeared  5  and, 
about  one  o’clock/  indulged  with  the  moft  eaiy  difmiffion, 
fhe  breathed  that  foul  into  the  hands  of  her  Redeemer, 
which  fhe  before  had  refigned  to  his  caie. 

The  following  charaaer,  written  by  a  gentleman  of  very 
fine  fenfe  and  elegance  of  manners,  in  the  town  of  North¬ 
ampton,  appeared  in  the  Northampton  Mercury  of  Jan.  9, 
1700,  and  was  alio  inferred  in  both  the  Birmingham  papers 
of  the  following  week  (the  difference  of  locality  only  ex¬ 
cepted)  :  “  On  Wednefday  laft  died,  Mrs.  M.  1  rinder,  who, 
u  for  twenty-four  years,  prefided  with  prudence,  tendemefs, 
«  and  affeaion,  over  a  boarding-fchool  of  .young  ladies  in 
a  this  town.  Among  many  other  endearing  and  aomcitic 
«  virtues,  fhe  poffeffed  the  difficult,  but  happy  art  of  con- 
«  ciliatincr  the  fondeft  affedfions  of  the  young  people  en- 
*c  trufted  to  her  care,  at  the  fame  time  that  file  was  aliidu- 
u  ouflv  improving  their  minds,  and  implanting  thole  ex¬ 
ec  celient  principles  which  at  this  moment  render  io  many 
iC  of  them  crood  and  virtuous  charadteis.  That  fhe  was  a 
«  kind  and  tender  wife-,  a  fenfible  and  faithiul  friend;  a 
a  neighbour  ever  ready  to  affift  and  oblige;  the  tears  .and 
«  rea?ct  her  death  has  occafioned,  will  more  fully  evince 
“  than  the  ftrongeft  language  can  ever  capiels. 
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The  Monumental  Infcription  * 

Safely  repofited  in  a  neighbouring  fepulchre. 

Red:  the  remains  of  Martha  Trinder. 
Favoured  with  a  quick  and  penetrating  mind, 

A  tender  confcience ,  and  lively  ajjeaions  ; 

Under  the  control  of  found  reafon,  and  a  {olid  judgment ; 
Actuated  by  ftri&  integrity  and  holy  fear; 

She  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  her  ftation 
As  a  tutorefs  of  female  youth. 

And  for  ap  the  relations  of  focial  and  Chriftian  life. 
Which  ihe  adorned  with  the  mod  exemplary  condudl. 
In  ner  Chriftian  warfare. 

She  was  often  per plsxed ,  though  not  in  defpain , 

But  endured ,  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible . 

As  fire  advanced  to  the  gates  of  death. 

She  happily  found  the  loft  enemy  deftroyed. 

And  peaceably  entered  the  land  of  rest, 
jan.  6,  1790,  in  the  54th  year  of  her  age. 

This  is  written  for  the  generations  to  come,  Plal.  cii.  18. 


Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Parsons, 
and 

Rev.  Mr,  William  Holland. 


.M  Mr.  Robert  Parsons,  pallor  of  the  Bap- 

tift  chureh  at  Bath,  died  Feb.  the  28th,  1790;  his  amiable 
affiLant,  the  Rev.  Mr,  William  Holland,  departed  this 
-  e  ew  months  before  him,  viz,  on  June  23,  1789.  But  as 
no  biographical  traits  of  them  have  been  communicated 
cither  by  the  church  or  the  families  to  which  they  belonged, 
the  Regifter  is  under  the  neceffity  of  palling  over  both  thefe 
relpecrable  charters  with  the  bare  mention  of  their  names 
and  the  times  of  their  exit;  a  circumftance  this  which  will 
frequently,  arH  indeed  unavoidably,  happen,  unlefs  the 
n  .ends  of  our  dcceafed  connexions  interelf  themfelves  in 
coAecLng  and  forwarding,  in  good  time,  fuitable  materials. 

f  In  the  bnrymg-ground  belonRincr  to  the  Rev  Mr 
Meetup-hoy  fe,  an  ColJ egci-Une,  Northampton.  '  '  S 
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A  brief  Account  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Bellamy, 
Minifter  of  the  Psedobaptift  Church  at  Betklem ,  in 
Connecticut. 

Dr.  BELLAMY  was  bom  at  New  Chejhire ,  in  the  county 
of  New  Have?! ,  of  reputable  parents,  in  the  year  1719.  His 
early  days  were  devoted  to  literature ;  and  at  the  age  of 
fixteen  years,  he  was  graduated  at  Tale  college ,  in  New  Haven . 
The  courfe  of  his  academical  ftudies  being  fmifhed,  he  re¬ 
tired  from  the  univerfity.  And  from  his  private  writings, 1 
which  were  begun  about  this  time,  it  appears  that  it  was 
not  long  after  his  removal  from  New  Haven ,  before  he  be¬ 
came  the  fubject  of  thofe  ferious  impreflions  which  we 
have  abundant  reafon  to  believe  iffiicd  in  a  having  coitver- 
fion.  From  this  period  he  confecrated  his  talents  and 
ftudies  to  the  evangelical  miniftry.  At  about  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  palled  the  ufual  examination  before  the  aftbcia- 
tion  of  New  Haven  county,  and  received  their  recommen¬ 
dation  as  a  candidate  for  the  Gofpel  miniftry.  He  preached 
in  feveral  congregations  to  good  acceptance,  and  with  hope¬ 
ful  fuccefs:  but  a  diftinguiftiing  blefting  attended  his  mi* 
niftry  to  the  people  of  Bethlem ,  in  the  town  of  JVoodbury *> 
A  large  proportion  of  this  infant  fociety  appeared  to  be 
awakened  to  a  becoming  fenfe  of  religion.  The  congrega¬ 
tion,  though  fmall,  could  by  no  means  be  perfuaded  to  part 
with  the  man  by  whofe  miniftry  fo  many  of  them  hoped 
they  had  been  conducted  to  a  faving  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  After  much  deliberation,  prayer,  and  confultation 
with  his*  fathers  in  the  miniftry,  he  determined  to  accept 
their  call,  and  was  accordingly  ordained  to  the  paftoral  of¬ 
fice  over  the  church  at  Bethlem^  in  the  Spring  of  1  740.  In 
this  retirement  from  the  world,  he  devoted  himfelf  with 
uncommon  ardour  to  his  ftudies,  and  the  duties  of  his  office 
among  his  people,  till  the  memorable  revival  of  religion  in 
New  E?igland  and  other  parts  of  America ,  as  well  as  Europe , 
which  began  in  1740,  and  was  moft  confpicuous  in  1742. 
From  that  time  he  could  not  be  contented  to  tarry  at 
home:  the  fplrit  of  ardent  piety,  which  had  marked  his 
path  for  feveral  years,  kindled,  on  this  occafion,  into  a  flame* 
Seeing  the  fields  white  unto  harveft,  he  thought  he  had  a 
Divine  call  to  more  extenfive  labours.  Taking  care  that 
his  own  pulpit  fhould  be  vacant  as  little  as  poftible,  he  de¬ 
voted  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  time,  for  feveral  years, 
to  itinerating  in  different  parts  ©f  Connecticut  and  the  ncigh- 
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bouring  colonies,  preaching  the  Gofpel  daily,  and  often  re* 
peatedly  in  a  day,  multitudes  flocking  to  hear  the  word, 
and  crowding  to  his  lodgings  for  private  inftrudlions.  Such, 
appearances  were  exceedingly  common  in  that  happy  lea- 
fon  of  the  plentiful  efFufions  of  Divine  Grace.  And  the 
many  faithful  labourers  who,  like  the  Dodfor,  were  engaged 
in  that  mofl:  delightful  fervice,  found  the  work  growing  on 
their  hands,  and  had  the  mofl:  animating  profpe&  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  extraordinary  attention  to 
religion  in  the  land.  Dr.  Bellamy  perfevered  111  unremitted 
labours,  defirous,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  “  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  every  creature;”  and,  as  far  as  man  can  judge,  he  was 
inftrumental  of  the  faving  converiion  of  many,  and  of  build¬ 
ing  them  up  op  their  mofl:  holy  faith.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
acknowledged  with  deep  humiliation,  that  the  latter  part  of 
that  wonderful  feafon  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  its  pious  friends.  In  the  early  ftages  of  the 
work,  it  feemed  to  be  happily  free  from  impure  mixtures  ; 
and  many  pious  minifters  were  ready  to  believe  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  day  glory  of  the  church  was  dawning  :  but,  towards  the 
conclufion  of  thofe  religious  operations,  the  profpedl  began 
fenfibly  to  decline.  Satan,  who  had  in  vain  attempted  to 
put  a  flop  to  tnis  good  work  by  open  oppolition,  at  length 
transformed  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light.  This  produced 
a  flood  of  enthufiafm  and  falfe  religion  under  various 
aames.  I  he  religious  awakening  declined  faff,  the  enemy 
triumphed,  and  the  friends  of  Zion  mourned. 

The  profpedt  of  any  considerable  ufefulnefs  from  itine¬ 
rating  being  now  clouded,  Mr.  Bellamy,  as  well  as  others, 
Te turned  to  a  more  conflant  attention  to  his  own  charge. 
He  now  entered  upon  the  important  tafk  of  writing 
his  piece,  intitled,  True  Religion  delineated .  Though  but  a 
youth  at  this  time,  he  feems  to  have  been  peculiarlv  quali¬ 
fied  for  a  work  of  this  kind,  not  only  from  his  diftinguifhed 
abilities,  ardent  piety,  great  diligence  in  treafuring  up  theo¬ 
logical  knowledge,  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  fomp 
of  the  mofl:  eminent  divines,  then  in  New  England ,  efpe- 
cjally  the  Rev,  Jonathan  Edivards ,  whole  praife  is  ftill  in 
our  churches,  but  alio  from  the  uncommon  attention 
which  he  had  given  to  the  marks  of  diftin&ion  between 
true  and  falfe  religion,  in  judging  of  his  own  fincerity., 
from  the  flrfl:  of  his  religious  impreflions,  and  from  his 
very  extenfive  acquaintance  with  perfons  under  all  kinds  of 
religious  operation,  during  the  remarkable  out-pourings  of 
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God’s  Spirit,  referred  to  above.  This  book  was  printed 
about  the  year  1750,  was  well  received,  and  has  lately  been 
re-printed  in  Scotland. 

From  this  period,  his  abilities,  as  a  Divine,  became  more 
conspicuous;  and  young  gentlemen,  who  were  preparing 
for  the  Gofpel  miniftry,  applied  to  him  as  a  tutor.  He 
continued  to  be  eminently  ufeful  in  this  branch  of  his 
work,  till  the  decline  of  life  induced  him  to  relinquifh  it. 

As  his  method  of  inftru&ion  has  met  the  approbation 
of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  known,  and  may  probably  be  be¬ 
neficial  to  others,  the  following  Summary  is  inferted  : 

After  Some  conference  on  religious  lubjedfs  with  thofe 
who  applied  to  him  for  inftrudfion,  by  which  he  might 
iearn  their  abilities  and  caft  of  mind,  he  commonly  gave 
them  a  number  of  queftions  011  the  leading  and  moil  eilen- 
tial  Subjects  of  religion,  both  natural  and  revealed,  in  the 
form  of  a  fyftem.  This  fyftem  of  queftions  began  with 
that  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  true  religion ;  the  ex- 
iftence,  unity,  natural  and  moral  attributes  of  God ;  and 
proceeded  to  the  grounds,  nature,  extent,  and  perfection 
of  his  providential  and  moral  government  of  the  world;  the 
qualities  effentially  requifite  to  conftitute  a  moral  agent,  or 
accountable  creature  ;  the  evidences  that  man  is  Such  a  be¬ 
ing  ;  the  moral  law,  or  law  of  nature,  with  refpeCl  to  man ; 
the  reafons  of  the  law,  or  of  man’s  duty ;  the  primary  ftate 
of  man ;  the  prefent  character  and  ftate  of  man  ;  evidences 
from  reafon,  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  puniftiments  ; 
evidences  from  reafon,  of  the  perpetuity  of  that  ftate  ;  whe¬ 
ther,  antecedent  to  Supernatural  revelation,  there  be  any 
hope  of  pardon  and  Divine  favour  to  Sinful  man ;  the  need 
of  a  Supernatural  revelation,  grounds  to  hope  for  it ;  evi¬ 
dences  that  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments  contain  Such  a 
revelation ;  the  Divine  Trinity  in  unity ;  original  fin;  Di¬ 
vine  decree;  divinity  of  Chrift  ;  his  humanity ;  mediatorial 
office  and  work ;  nature  and  defign  of  his  atonement;  na¬ 
ture,  neceffity,  author,  and  effects  of  regeneration;  juftify- 
ing  faith;  justification  by  faith,  as  diftinguifhed  from  good 
works  ;  the  diftinguifhing  nature  and  fruits  of  true  repent¬ 
ance,  love,  and  other  Chriftian  graces,  or  the  Scriptural 
marks  of  a  Saving  change  ;  perfevcrance  of  faints ;  Separate 
ftate;  refurr&ftion ;  future  judgment;  perpetual  happi- 
nefs  of  the  righteous,  and  mifery  of  the  wicked;  Chrift- 
ian  church  ;  particular  churches ;  officers,  what,  and  how 
qualified ;  Sacraments  ;  nature  and  ufe  of  church  disci¬ 
pline,, 


K 


With 


I 


1 46  THE  OBITUARY,  1790. 

With  a  fyftem  of  queftions,  fimilar  to  this  before  his  pu-J 
pils,  he  direCted  their  reading  to  fuch  books  on  thofe  lead¬ 
ing  topics,  as  treat  them  with  the  greateft  perfpicuity  and 
force  of  argument  5  and  ufually  fpent  his  evenings  in  ex¬ 
amining  into  their  improvements,  folving  difficulties  which 
they  found,  or  propofing  and  folving  others,  till  they  had 
obtained  a  good  degree  of  underftanding  in  a  general  fyl- 
tem  ;  after  which  he  directed  them  to  write  on  each  of  the 
queftions  before  given  them,  reviewing  thofe  parts  of  the 
authors  which  treated  on  that  fubjeCt.  Thefe  diftertations 
of  his  pupils  were  fubmitted  to  his  examination:  he  point¬ 
ed  out  where  their  arguments  were  infufficient,  and  fub- 
ftituted  others  more  fuitable  in  their  place ;  ftated  fuch  ob¬ 
jections  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  moft  able 
and  learned  oppofers  of  the  truth ;  and  when  his  pupils 
were  unable  to  anfwer  them,  he  pointed  out  the  mode  of 
foluticn.  As  they  advanced  in  ability  to  make  proper  dif- 
tinCtions,  he  led  them  to  read  the  moft:  learned  and  acute 
oppolers  of  the  truth  on  the  deiftical,  trinitarian,  and  other 
leading  fubjeCts  of  controverfy,  and  laid  open  to  them  the 
fallacy  of  the  moft  fpecious  reafonings  in  thofe  writers. 

When  his  pupils,  by  reading,  converfation,  and  writing 
in  the  form  of  diftertations,  had  gone  through  with  a  fyftem 
of  theological  queftions,  he  led  them  to  write  on  feveral  of 
the  moft:  important  points  fyftematically,  in  the  form  of 
fermons.  Next  to  this,  he  led  them  to  perufe  the  heft:  ex^- 
perimental  and  practical  difeourfes,  and  to  compofe  fermons 
on  like  fubjeCts.  This  courfe  he  purfued  with  them,  re¬ 
viling  and  correcting  their  competitions,  and  inculcating 
the  great  importance  of  acquiring  the  beft  method  of 
preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  of  performing  all  branches  of 
the  minifterial  work;  and  alfo  the  neceftity,  for  this  end, 
of  a  heart  truly  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Chrijl ,  and  a  life  of 
watching  and  prayer ,  difcourftng  occaftonally  on  the  various 
duties,  trials,  comforts,  and  motives  of  the  evangelical 

work - that  his  pupils  might  be,  as  far  as  poffible, 

M  feribes  well  inftruCted  to  the  kingdom  of  God.”  We  add 
nothing  farther  on  this  head.  The  above  hints  will  give  the 
reader  a  general  view  of  what  was  defigned.  But  thofe 
only  who  have  enjoyed  his  inftruCtions,  can  have  juft  ap~ 
prehenfions  of  his  peculiar  talents  as  a  theological  teacher,  or 
of  the  diligence  and  ardour  with  which  he  employed  them. 

His  dodtrinal  fentiments  on  many  of  the  moft  important 
principles,  may  be  learned  from  his  printed  works.  His 
principal  publications  are  the  following  : 


1.  Early 
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1.  Early  Piety  recommended—  A  Sermon  from  Eccl. 
Xii.  I. 

2.  True  Religion  delineated.  Re-printed  for  GrayvE din- 
burgh,  1788.  Sold  by  Vernon,  Birchin-lane,  London. 

3.  Sermons  on  the  Divinity  of  Chrift,  the  Millenium,  and 
the  Wifdom  of  God  in  the  Pcrmifilon  ot  Sin.  Twice  re¬ 
printed  at  Northampton,  in  Old  England  1783,  and  fince. 

4.  Dialogues  on  Theron  and  Afpafio.  By  Paulinus. 

5.  An  Efiay  on  the^  Nature  and  Glory  of  the  Gofpeh 
Re-printed  in  London  1784. 

6.  The  great  Evil  of  Sin — A  Sermon. 

7.  The  Law  a  Schoolmafter — A  Sermon. 

Befides  thefe,  he  publifhed  feveral  fmall  pieces  on  creeds 
and  confefiions,  on  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  on  church 
covenanting :  alfo  fome  fmall  pieces  in  anfwer  to  objec¬ 
tions  publifhed  again#  fome  of  his  other  works. 

He  was  a  Proteftant  and  a  Calviniil.  He  taught  the 
truths  contained  in  the  Weftminfter  ConfeiTion  of  Faith 
and  Catechifms,  and  other  approved  creeds  and  confefiions ; 
but  Tailed  no  man  Father,  and  endeavoured  to  build  all  his 
opinions  on  the  word  of  God. 

As  a  pallor,  he  was  diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  his  du¬ 
ty.  He  taught  his  people  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe. 
He  was,  efpecially,  attentive  to  the  rifing  generation.  He 
was  a  fkilful  guide  to  enquiring  fouls ;  had  an  excellent 
talent  at  compofmg  differences ;  was  fingularly  ufeful  in 
councils  ;  fo  that  his  name  will  long  be  had  in  honourable 
remembrance,  efpecially  in  the  confociation  of  Litchfield 
county,  to  which  he  belonged. 

His  benevolent  feelings  were  not  confined  to  a  narrow 
circle,  but  were  as  extenfive  as  the  globe.  Sion  lay  near 
his  heart ;  her  ruins  he  lamented,  and  her  profperity  filled 
him  with  exceeding  joy.  When  he  viewed  the  world' lying 
in  wickednefs,  God  difhonoured,  his  law  contemned,  his 
grace  defpired,  and  mankind  involving  themfelves  in  irre¬ 
trievable  ruin,  his  pious  foul  was  overwhelmed,,  and  he  had 
but  one  refuge,  which  was  God,  whofe  providence  he  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  univerfal,  and  who  is  engaged  to  fecure  his  own 

:Siory-  . 

As  a  preacher,  he  had  very  few  equals  ;  his  voice  was  man¬ 
ly,  his  manner  engaging.  He  had  a  lurprifing  talent  at  paint¬ 
ing  Divine  truth  in  the  moll  lively  colours,  and  making 
invifible  things  appear  near  and  real.  The  palfions  of  his 
auditory  were  at  his  command ;  and  ho  well  knew  how  to 
mftrudl  the  underftanding,  and  touch  the  heart. 
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When  the  law  was  his  theme,  Mount  Sinai  was  all  in  a 
fmoke,  the  thunder  and  the  lightning  ifliied  from  his  lips, 
and  all  was  folemn  as  the  grave.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
,moft  melting  ftrains  would  he  deferibe  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  his  matchlefs  love  to  Tinners,  and  invite  them  to  be 
reconciled  to  God.  With  amazing  terror  he  reprefented 
the  torments  of  the  damned,  and  in  lively  pi&ures  painted 
the  joys  of  the  paradife  of  God. 

His  writings  procured  him  the  efleem  of  the  pious  and 
learned  at  home  and  abroad :  they  have  been  read,  and 
feveral  of  them  re-printed  in  Great  Britain.  As  a  mark  of 
his  efteem,  he,  in  the  year  1768,  received  his  dodtorate  in 
divinity  from  the  univerfity  of  Aberdeen. 

During  the  adtive  part  of  life,  he  maintained  an  extenfive 
epiftolary  correfpondence,  by  which  he  was  beneficial  to 
many,  and  obtained  much  ufeful  knowledge  to  himfelf.  By 
means  of  his  correfpondence  in  Britain,  and  efpecially  by 
his  worthy  and  conflant  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Erfkine 
of  Edinburgh,  he  annually  received  regular  accounts  of 
whatever  materially  affedled  the  ftate  of  religion,  and  the 
mtereft  of  the  churches  in  England,  Scotland,  and  other 
parts  of  Europe.  It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that, 
in  the  early  part  of  his  miniftry,  he  contracted  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  late  Prefident  Edwards ;  this  produced  an  in¬ 
timate  friendfhip,  which  continued  till  the  Prefident’s  much 
lamented  death,  and  which  mult  be  abundantly  improved 
now  they  are  happily  re-united.  To  this  early  acquaintance 
and  friendfhip  with  that  eminent  Divine,  mult  be  attributed, 
in  part,  the  Dodtor’s  improvement  in  theological  learning, 
and  his  ufefulnefs  in  the  churches. 

The  reader  may,  perhaps,  wifh  to  fee  the  Dodtor  in  a  more 
private  walk : — The  leading  indications  of  his  countenance 
were  dignity  and  firmnefs;  he  was  tall,  and,  when  in  his 
youth,  fender,  and  of  a  thin  habit;  in  middle  life,  well  pro¬ 
portioned;  in  old  age,  his  afpedt  and  mien  were  com¬ 
manding  and  venerable.  About  the  year  1744,  he  married 
Mifs  Frances  Sherman  of  New  Haven ,  a  lady  poffeffed  of 
many  amiable  accomplifhments  and  eminent  piety.  By  her 
he  had  feven  children,  five  of  which  furvive  their  parents : 
two  are  no  more  on  earth. 

From  nature,  education,  and  piety,  Mrs.  Bellamy  was 
qualified  to  fill  her  ftation  with  uncommon  ufefulnefs. 
Amonn  other  important  branches  of  her  character,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that,  during  the  courfe  of  many  years, 
and  till  the  decline  of  life  prevented,  (he  fuflained  almoft 

the 


THE  REV.  JOSEPH  BELLAMY,  X).  D.  1 49 

the  whole  weight  of  family  care  with  a  chearful  readinefs, 
that  her  hufband  might  be  interrupted  as  little  as  poffible  in 
his  ftudies  and  other  duties  of  his  office.  In  her  domeftic 
relations  fhe  was  a  great  bleffing :  fhe  was  the  joy  of  her 
hufband  and  children.  She  merited  and  pofTeffied  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  congregation,  and  the  numerous  vifitors  who 
entered  her  hofpitable  door.  Faithful  to  her  family,  to  her 
friends,  to  the  poor,  to  the  church  of  God,  and,  above  all, 
faithful  to  her  God— She  finifhed  the  labours  of  mortality, 
Au£.  30,  1785,  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of  her  age. 

Dr.  Bellamy  was  one  of  thofe  who  did  what  their  “  hand 
findeth  to  do  with  their  might.”  In  his  ftudy  and  pulpit 
his  exertions  were  ardent  and  perfevering ;  it  was  therefore 
to  be  expedted  that  he  fhould  fpend  faff,  and  that,  in  de¬ 
clining  life,  the  decays  of  age  fhould  be  rapid.  This  was 
obferved  to  be  the  cafe  by  his  friends,  with  a  painful  fenfi- 
bility  in  fome  of  hislaft  years  of  adtive  fervice,  and  was  ac¬ 
celerated  by  the  lofs  of  the  wife  of  his  youth,  and  joy  of  his 
heart. 

However,  the  year  following  her  death,  he  contracted  a 
fecond  marriage  with  Mrs.  Storrs,  relict  of  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Storrs ,  of  Water  Town,  in  Connecticut ;  but  the  profpect  of 
a  ferene  old  age  was  blafted  foon  after  their  marriage,  by 
his  beingfeized  with  a  paralytic  fhock.  This  happened  19th 
Nov.  1786.  It  wholly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs 
on  the  left  fide,  and  greatly  impaired  his  intellectual 
powers.  Able  phyficians  were  confuted,  and  their  means 
applied,  but  without  fuccefs.  Fie  continued  more  than 
three  years  in  this  ftate  of  deep  calamity,  with  little  varia¬ 
tion  of  his  diforder,  excepting  that  he  had  fome  lucid  in¬ 
tervals,  in  which  he  appeared  to  be  himfelf  for  a  fhort 
fpace.  In  thefe  feafons  he  difcourfed  to  thofe  about  him  on 
the  great  things  of  the  Gofpel,  the  difpenfations  of  infinite 
wifdom  in  regard  to  the  church  and  himfelf,  and  his  joyful 
hope  of  approaching  glory,  to  the  great  fatisfaction  of  his 
Chriflian  friends,  and  as  might  be  expected  from  his  former 
life  and  miniftry.  But  thefe  intervals  of  reafon  became 
fborter  and  lefs  frequent  in  the  latter  ffages  of  his  com¬ 
plaint,  About  three  weeks  before  his  death,  he  appeared 
to  be  afflicted  with  a  cold  and  oppreffion  of  the  lungs,  which 
produced  an  ulceration :  and  after  a  painful  ftruggle,  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  di (million  from  fin  and  forrow  at  eight  o’clock, 
Saturday  evening,  March  6,  1790,  in  the  feventy-fecond  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  fiftieth  of  his  miniflry.  A  funeral  fer~ 
mon  was  delivered  at  his  interment  by  the  Rev.  Noah  Bene- 
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did!,  A.  M.  pad  or  of  the  church  at  Woodbury,  on  2  F  riru 
iv.  6.  u  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand;”  after  which  his  remains  were  depofited 
in  the  houfe  of  filence,  with  every  mark  of  folemnity  and' 
refpedt. 


Rev.  James  Newton,  M,  A.* 

OUR  dear  and  honoured  brother  was  a  native  of  Chenies 
in  Buckinghamfhire,  where  he  fpent  his  early  years,  and, 
under  the  eye  of  his  parents,  was  trained  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  At  the  age  of  feventeen,  if  I 
miftake  not,  he  went  to  London ;  and  being  enabled,  through 
Divine  Grace,  to  give  the  raoft  fatisfadtory  proofs  of  his 
iincere  unfeigned  piety,  he  joined  himfelf  to  the  Church  of 
Chrift  meeting  in  Maze  Pond,  Southwark,  then  under  the 
paftoral  care  of  the  reverend  and  learned  Benjamin  Wallin, 
M.  A.  As  it  was  obferved  by  his  friends,  that  God  had' 
given  him  a  remarkably  ftudious  turn  of  mind,  and  an  infati- 
able  thirft  for  knowledge,  he  was  perfuaded  to  devote  him¬ 
felf  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry ;  for  which  work  the  church 
to  which  he  was  united,  and  its  worthy  paftor,  judged  him 
to  have  very  promifing  abilities.  With  this  view  he  received 
a  courfe  of  liberal  education  for  feveral  years,  principally 
under  the  direction  of  that  moft  complete  fcholar  and  gentle¬ 
man,  the  late  Thomas  Llewelyn,  L.  L.  D.  At  the  clofe  of 
his  {Indies,  he  received  an  invitation  from  this  church  f  to 
become  a  colleague  in  the  miniftry  with  your  prefent  worthy 
paftor  J,  the  duties  of  which  fituation  he  continued  faithfully 
to  difcharge  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  year  1770,  upon 
the  inftitution  of  The  Briftol  Education  Society,  formed 
for  the  education  of  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  he  was  un¬ 
animously  chofen  one  of  the  tutors  of  that  inftitution,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  my  late  honoured  father  \\  and  myfelf§  ;  which 
office  he  filled  with  the  higheft  reputation  to  himfelf,  and  ad- 

i  4  *  - 

*  This  account  is  taken  verbatim  from  the  funeral  fermon  and  oration 
which  liis  death  occcafioned  ;  to  which  a  note  by  another  perfon  is 
now  added. 

ft  The  Baptift  Church  in  the  Pithay,  Briftol. 

J  The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Tonimas. 

|j  The  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  M.  A. 

§  The  R.ev.  Caleb  Evans,  D.  D. 

vantage 
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vantage  to  his  pupils,  to  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  And  it  is  no 
inconfiderable  teftimony  to  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs 
of  his  chara&er,  that,  during  the  whole  of  his  connection 
with  your  honoured  paftor,  and  with  his  colleagues  in  the 
academy,  the  molt  perfedl  unbroken  amity  mutually  fub- 
fifted  between  them  *  ;  and  the  more  we  knew  him,  and 
the  longer  we  were  united  to  him,  the  more' we  honoured, 
efteemed,  and  loved  him.  His  character  as  a  fcholar,  ftood 
defervedly  high  with  thofe  who  were  belt:  capable  of  judging 
of  it,  and  v/ell  merited  every  literary  diftinftion  with  which 
it  was  or  could  be  adorned.  His  many  pupils,  as  well  in 
the  courfe  of  his  private  tuition,  as  in  the  exercife  of  his 
public  office  as  an  academical  tutor,  fome  of  whom  rank 
high  in  fociety,  and  are  ornaments  to  it,  will  chearfully  rile 
up  and  do  honour  to  his  memory  f,  by  bearing  teftimony  tG 

^is 

*  This  honourable  account  of  him  is  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tommas,  in  his  oration  at  the  grave.  “  Three-and-thirty  years,  nearly, 

I  have  had  the  happinefs  of  being  connedled  in  the  miniftry  with  my 
dear  and  honoured  brother,  whofe  remains  we  have  depofited  in  this 
grave.  He  is  taken,  and  I  am  left  !  It  gives  me  pleafure,  as  far  as  i 
am  capable  of  feeling  pleafure  upon  fuch  a  melancholy  occafion,  to  ie- 
lieft  upon  the  happy  union  that  fubfifted  betwixt  us  during  the  whole  of 
our  connexion,  uninterrupted  by  fo  much  as  a  fingie  jar.  United  in  a 
firm  belief  of  the  fame  important  truths,  and  having  the  fame  ends  in 
view,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  louls,  we  labouied  together  fox 
the  faith  of  the  Qofpel,  and  were  of  one  heart  and  one  mind.  To  crorVn 
our  pall  harmony,  O  that  one  heaven  may  at  laft  unite  us  again  for  ever  ! 
After  the  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  I  have  had  with  our  dear  and 
honoured  friend,  I  cannot  withhold  this  juft  teftimony  concerning  him  : 
That  I  have  found  him  to  be  the  man  of  ftridt  integrity  and  upright- 
nefs  ;  the  man  of  found  knowledge  and  underftanding  ;  the  man  of  wif-" 
dom'and  prudence;  the  man  of  affedlion  and  kindnefs ;  of  a  catholic 
fpirit,  loving  the  image  of  his  Divine  Mailer  wherever  lie  found  it.” 

One  who  had  been  his  pupil,  now  a  mmifter  in  London,  in  a  fu¬ 
neral  fermon  preached  for  him,  fays,  <k  Were  I  to  fpeak  of  Mr.  Newton 
in  the  raoft  iimple  terms,  in  terms^arely  expreffive  of  my  ideas  of  his 
worth,  they  who  were  not  acquainted  with  him  might  luppofe  I  have 
chofen  a  theme  for  panegyrical  declamation.  I  will  not,  therefore,  fay 
how  much  1  efteemed  him,  much  lefs  will  I  attempt  to  diaw  his  chaiac- 
ter  ;  but — he  was  a  man  of  a  found  underftanding,  of  a  tenacious  memo¬ 
ry,  and  of  an  even,  kind,  and  pacific  difpofition.  He  was  fincere,  atlec- 
tionate,  and  fteady  in  his  friendly  attachments.  His  good  natural  abili¬ 
ties  were  brightened  and  improved  by  extenfive  literary  acquirements, 
which  eminently  qualified  him  for  the  office  of  claffical  Tutor  in  the  Dif- 
fenting  Academy  at  Briftol.  There  my  acquaintance  with  this  excellent 
man  commenced  ;  and  I  can  truly  fay  of  him,  that  as  a  i  utoi  he  was 
pondefcending,  affable,  patient,  candid,  encouraging,  and  laborious.  He 
maintained  the  authority  of  the  tutor,  without  inspiring  the  fear  of  the 
pupils ;  for  he  drew  them  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love. 
As  a  Chriftian,  his  pietv  was  free  from  the  wild  reveries  of  the  enthufia- 
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his  great  literary  merit,  concealed  as  it  was  from  public  view 
tinder  the  veil  of  the  mod  unaffuming  modefty  and  diffidence. 
His  abilities  as  a  divine  and  a  preacher  of  the  Gofpel,  were 
highly  refpedtable:  he  was  a  workman  that  needed  not  to 
be  afhamed;  he  rightly  divided  the  word  of  truth;  he  fed 
you  with  knowledge  and  underftanding ;  he  preached  Chrift: 
and  him  crucified;  and,  by  an  open,  clear,  faithful  mani- 
feftation  of  the  truth,  commended  himfelf  to  every  man’s 
confcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  I  believe  there  never  was 
in  the  world  a  more  fincere  upright  mart,  or  a  more  faithful 
difinterefted  preacher  of  the  Gofpel.  He  fought  not  yours, 
but  you  ;  and  I  know  had  this  for  his  rejoicing,  that  “  in  fim-* 
plicity  and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhly  wifdom,”  which 
he  defpifed  from  his  heart,  u  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  he 
had  his  converfation  in  the  world,  and  more  efpecially  to 
you-wards.”  In  his  late  illnefs,  which  fo  foon  terminated 
in  his  death,  he  one  day  faid  to  me  with  great  earneftnefs 
and  affection,  “  I  have  been  thinking  of  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  and  I  find  it  a  comfort  to  me  to  reflect,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  I  have  preached  Chrift  cruci¬ 
fied,  and  that,  my  confcience  tells  me,  from  the  moft  dif¬ 
interefted  motives.”  Nor  was  he  without  many  feals  to  his 
miniftry,  though  his  fuccefs  was  not  equal  to  his  wifhes* 
He  always  appeared  to  me  to  poffefs  every  requifite  talent 
for  popularity ;  and  his  not  acquiring  it  to  a  greater  degree, 
is  principally  to  be  attributed,  in  my  fincere  opinion,  to  that 
unconquerable  timidity  and  felf-diffidence,  which  in  fome 
meafure,  to  adopt  the  language  of  one  of  our  poets,  “  Re- 

preffed  his  noble  rage,  and  froze  the  genial  current  of  his 

* 

ftic,  the  fervile  fpirit  of  the  fuperftitious,  anti  the  intemperate  zeal  of  the 
perfecilting  bigot.  His  benevolence  was  univerfal  $  and  he  could  fay 
with  an  expanded  heart,  Grace  be  with  all  them  who  love  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift  in  fincerity.  He  felt  a  brotherly  attachment  to  the  whole  race 
of  man.  As  a  Minifter,  his  fermons  were  fenfible,  ferious,  and  evan¬ 
gelical.  They  had  neither  the  ftiffneis  of  laboured  difquifttions,  nor  the 
appearance  of  mere  ft'imfy  unconnected  extemporaneous  cffuftons.  They 
were  free,  but  ftudied  addreffes.  Mr.  Newton  did  not  affeCt  popularity, 
nor  confine  his  addreffes  to  the  paflions  of  men  ;  but  he  treated  his  hearers 
as  intelligent  beings,  with  whom  he  reafoned.  He  frequently  preached 
on  hiftoncal  parts  of  Scripture  ;  and  his  fermons  were  highly  inftrudtive 
and  edifying.  They  confifted  not  of  fanciful  interpretations,  of  ftrained 
allegories,  or  peurile  conceits,  but  of  natural  linking  important  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  narrative  before  him.  When  he  ftrft  went  to  Briftol, 
in  the  year  1757, his  introductory  fermon  was  on  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  “  For  I 
determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Cnrift,  and 
him  crucified  and  his  laft  was  from  1  Cttr.  i.  23,  24.  “  But  we  preach 
Chrift  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  Humbling,”  &c. 
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joul.”  And  yet  he  was  often  animated  to  a  confiderablede 
o-ree,  and  always  inftru&ive,  edifying,  convincing,  an  able 
minifter  of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the 
fpirit*  In  private  life  there  have  been  but  few  equally  ami¬ 
able*  I  believe  it  might,  with  the  ftribfeft  truth,  be  faid  oi 
him,  and  a  higher  eulogium  can  fcarcely  be  given  to  any 
human  character,  He  never  made  an  enemy,  nor  loft  a  friend. 
He  was  himfelf  a  friend  to  many,  a  wife  and  prudent,  a 
fteady  and  faithful,  an  entertaining  and  inftru&ive  friend, 
and  will  be  greatly  milled  in  many  focial  circles,  who  will 
long  mourn  to  think  that  they  lhall  fee  his  face  no  more. 
Ah,  it  is  painful  to  think,  (I  feel  it  whilft  I  lpeak  it)  it  is 
painful  to  think  that  the  places  which  once  knew  him,  in 
thofe  families  which  were  favoured  with  his  friendly  viiits, 
and  efpecially  in  the  family  in  which  he  fo  long  refided,  and 
to  which,  in  all  its  branches,  he  was  fo  much  endeared,  the 
places  which  knew  him  in  the  Church  of  God,  and  in  the 
world,  lhall  know  him  no  more !  His  countenance  is 
changed,  and  he  is  fent  away ;  his  lips  are  for  ever  clofed 
in  filence,  and  he  is  gone  the  way  of  all  the  earth .  W hat 
lhall  I  cry  ?  fays  the  prophet  ;  Cry,  fays  the  imrd,  and  is 
not  this  the  cry  now  founded  in  our  ears  ?  All  flem  is 
grafs ;  the  grafs  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof  iaaeth ; 
lurely  the  people  is  grafs  !  Who  would  have  thought,  a 
fhort  time  fince,  that  many  of  us  now  prefent  flaould  have 
furrounded  the  corpfe  of  our  dear  and  honoured  brother,  not 
he  rather  have  thus  attended  ours  !  A  ruddy  countenance, 
ftridf  temperance,  uncommon  regularity,  and  a  ferene  tran¬ 
quil  temper,  feemed  the  natural  prognoftics  of  a  long  life* 
But,  how  often,  in  fuch  an  hour  as  we  think  not,  the  Son 

of  Man  corr.eth  1  . 

But  this  is  our  comfort,  our  lofs  is  his  everlafting  gam* 
Diftnified  from  the  toils,  and  pains,  and  forrows  of  mortality, 
which  in  its  beft  ftate  is  altogether  vanity,  he  is  gone  to  be 
with  Chrift,  whofe  fervant  he  was,  which  is  far  better.  He 
Was,  indeed,  through  grace  faithful  unto  death;  his  Mafter, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  at  laft  himfelf  atteft  it  before  an  af- 
fembled  world;  and  he  is  gone  to  receive  the  crown  .of  life  * 
— .that  crown  may  you,  my  honoured  brethren  in  the  mi- 
niftry;  that  crown  may  you,  my  honoured  friends,  who 
heard  the  word  of  life  from  his  lips ;  that  crown  may  you, 
his  beloved  pupils,  for  whofe  good  he  fo  patiently  and  wifely 
laboured;  that  crown  may  I  receive,  that  crown  may  we 
all  receive,  and  triumph  in  his  love,  to  whom  we  are  indebt¬ 
ed  for  it,  for  ever  and  eyer  ! 

This 
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This  truly  excellent  man  died  in  the  Lord,  April  the  8th> 
1790,  in  the  fifty-feventh  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  fer-* 
mon  was  preached  at  his  interment,  on  the  Tuefday  following, 
by  Dr.  Evans,  from  Rev.  ii.  10.  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.  The  oration  at 
the  grave  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Tommas,  in 
the  Baptift  burial  ground,  Briftol. 


A  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Rev. 
Thomas  Gair,  A.  M.  of  Bofton ,  New  England , 
in  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman . 

THE  Rev.  Thomas  Gair,  A.  M.  was  born  of  honeft 
worthy  parents,  though  not  opulent,  Feb,  7,  1755.  In  Feb... 
1771,  he  was  prefent  at  the  baptifm  of  three  young  people 
at  our  place  of  worfhip :  the  a  dm  ini  ft  ration  of  the  ordinance 
ftrft  ftr’uck  his  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  ferious  things  ;  after 
which  he  continued,  he  fays  in  his  Diary,  finning  and  re¬ 
penting,  until  he  heard  a  fermon  which  I  delivered  from 
1  Kings,  viii.  38.  which  brought  him  to  a  clear  conviction 
that  he  was  undone  for  ■  ver,  without  an  intereft  in  Chrift. 
He  often  converted  with  me  during  his  exercife  of  mind, 
and  finally  obtain,  d  relief  about  June  or  July  following, 
from  thefe  words,  1  John,  v.  10.  He  that  believeth  on  the 
Son  of  God,  hath  the  witnefs  in  himfelf.  He  was  baptized 
July  28,  and  received  into  the  church,  Aug.  4,  1771.  I  fit¬ 
ted  him  for  college  ;  and  having  obtained  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  ufcful  learning  he  was,  April  1775,  called  to  the 
exercife  of  his  gifts ;  which  being  acceptable,  he  continued 
to  preach  as  a  candidate  till  Sept.  18,  1776,  when  he  was 
ordained  to  the  facred  office  at  Medfieki,  commonwealth  of 
Malfachufetts.  Your  unworthy  brother  preached  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  from  2  Tim.  ii.  15.  He  pafted  through  n  any  trials  at 
Medfieid,  and  finally  was  invited  to  Bofton,  the  feccnd  Bap¬ 
tift  church  being  vacant,  in  Nov.  1787,  where  he  was 
much  approved,  and  fu'ccefsful  in  his  minlftry;  and  on  the 
23d  of  April  1788,  he  was  inftalled  into  the  paftcral  office, 
it  again  fell  to  me  to  preach,  which  I  did  from  1  Tim.  iv. 
15*  I  he  folemnity  was  attended  in  the  meeting-houfe  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Eliot,  one  of  the  congregational  mini¬ 
vers  of  the  town,  of  amiable  charaCIer,  and  of  a  candid  and 
liberal  mind.  SL  he  fociety  offered  their  houfe  in  the  moft 
friendly  manner,  Mr.  G air’s  being  too  fmall  for  the  pur- 

pofti 
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pofe.  A  large  concourfe  of  people  attended  on  the  occa¬ 
sion,  among  the  reft  fome  of  the  firft  characters,  and  nearly 
all  the  minifters  of  the  town,  and  fome  from  the  country. 


We  live,  my  brother,  in  great  harmony. 

Mr.  Gair  went  on  in  his  miniftry,  growing  rapidly  in 
knowledge  and  ufefulnefs:  God  gave  him  many  feals  to 
his  labours.  But  about  the  middle  of  April  1790?  was 
attacked  with  an  uncommon  pain  in  his  head,  ot  which  he 
had  often  complained,  and  lay  about  a  fortnight.  The 
two  laft  days  he  was  entirely  fenfelefs,  which  deprived 
us  of  converfation  with  him :  before  this  he  was  calm  and 
refigned.  He  died  Tuefday  evening  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o’clock,  April  27,  to  the  unfpeakable  grief  of  his 
family,  his  flock,  and  the  town  in  general.  His  remains 
were  interred  the  Saturday  following.  May  1.  T.  he  corpfe 
was  carried  to  the  meeting-houfe  in  which  he  had  been 
inftalled,  and  an  excellent  fermon  delivered  from  Pro v.  xiv. 
32.  'The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death ,  by  the  Rev.  Jedidiah 
Morfe,  a  very  worthy  and  ufeful  congregational  minifter 
of  Charleftown*.  Every  mark  of  refpea  was  {hewn  by 
the  town  to  the  remains  of  our  deceafed  brother.  From 
the  meeting-houfe  his  corpfe  was  conveyed  amidft  foiemn 
and  mourning  multitudes  to  a  family  vault.  He  has  left  an 
amiable  widow  and  five  final!  children,  for  whom  were 
collected  at  the  funeral  near  200  dollars.  The  congrega¬ 
tional  minifters,  who  bore  the  pall,  carried  the  boxes  lound 
the  houfe.  His  death  is  much  lamented.  He  was  tall  and 
Aim,  of  a  pleafant  natural  temper,  good  mind,  and  very 
ftudious.  In  the  pulpit  he  was  evangelical,  plain,  and  pa¬ 
thetic,  had  a  good  voice,  which  was  under  confid;. 
o-overnment ;  but  he  is  gone,  and  is  now,  I  doubt  not, 
reaping  the  reward  of  a  faithful  fervant.  The  behaviour 
of  the°congregational  minifters  of  this  town  on  the  occa- 
fion  was  candid  and  excellent;  and  the  inhabitants  were 
friendly  and  liberal.  In  hafte,  I  remain  your  friend  and 


brother, 


SAMUEL  STILLMANi 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Hiller, 

THE  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Hiller,  late  paftor  of  the  Bap- 
tift  Church  at  Tewkibury,  was  born  at  Kingftanley  in  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  of  godly  parents,  who  were  Seventh  Day  Baptifts. 

*  Charleftown  is  near  Boftoir,  unite  .  to  it  bv  2.  budge. 


His 


THE  OEITUA&Y,  I79O. 


I56 

His  father  was  Stephen  Hiller,  of  Malmfbury,  Wilts,  and 
afterwards  of  London.  His  mother’s  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Jones,  fitter  of  the  excellent  and  Rev.  Mr.  Philip 
Jones,  of  Upton  in  Worcefterfhire.  Mr.  Samuel  Jones, 
of  Kingftanley,  a  pious,  perfecuted,  and  imprifoned  Non-con- 
formift,  was  his  grandfather. 

After  a  plain  education,  fuch  as  is  given  by  decent  families 
to  their  children,  who  are  not  defigned  for  either  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  profeffions,  Mr.  Hiller  was  brought  up  to  the  linen  manu¬ 
factory,  at  Oxendon,  near  Tewkfbury.  In  his  apprenticefhip 
his  parents  moved  to  London,  whither,  after  his  time  was 
expired,  he  at  length  followed  them,  and  fpent  fome  years  at 
the  famous  Mr.  Watfon’s,  callico  printer.  In  this  fituation 
it  feeras  he  began  to  difcover  a  ferious  concern  about  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  foul;  and  foon  after,  having  found  relief  him- 
felf,  he  was  earneftly  defirous  of  promoting  the  felicity  of 
others.  Being  now  inclined  to  join  a  church,  and  alfo  to 
engage  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected  that  he 
would  have  united  himfelf  to  the  Seventh  Day  Society  at 
Cripplegate,  especially  as  he  was  of  their  fentiments,  in 
which  he  continued  through  life  ;  but  whether  he  had  learned 
that  this  church  was  not  likely  to  encourage  his  gifts,  or 
whether  he  concluded  that  his  being  called  to  public  fervice 
fcy  a  larger  fociety  might  be  the  means  of  promoting  his 
after  ufefulnefs;  this  is  certain,  that  he  became  a  member 
of  the  F  irtt  Day  Church  at  Goodman’s  Fields,  then  under  the 
pattoral  care  of  the  amiable  Mr.  Burford,  by  whom  he  was  fent 
into  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  He  now  went  to  the  academy 
at  Briftoi,  and  after  a  fhort  time  was  invited  to  Wantage  in 
Berkshire,  where  it  was  thought  he  would  have  fettled.  But 
In  1769,  being  at  the  aftbeiation  which  was  held  that  year 
in  bis  uncle’s  meeting  houfe  at  Upton,  the  good  man 
advifed  him  not  to  fettle  haftily,  being  defirous,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  of  his  coming  into  that  country  for  the  fake  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Church  at  Nation.  I  his  vifit  gave  bis  thoughts 
a  turn,  and  he  went  to  Tewkfbury  in  September  that  year,  to 
affiift  Mr.  Haydon,  paftor  of  the  church  there,  whom  he 
afterwards  fucceeded  in  office.  September  26,  1771,  he  was 
ordained ;  the  Rev.  Meffi  Hugh  Evans  and  John  Tommas 
of  Briftol,  performed  the  principal  fervices  of  the  day.  Fie 
was  acceptable  and  ufeful  in  his  minifterial  work.  Behdes 
his  ftated  labours  on  the  feventh  day  at  Natton,  and  on  the 
firft  day  at  Fewkfbury,  he  frequently  preached  at  the  farm -. 
heufes  in  the  neighbouring  villages ;  and  if  at  any  time  the 
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houfes  were  not  large  enough,  he  would  preach  in  the  yard.' 
He  ufed  to  fay,  it  was  a  pity  that  the  Baptifts  did  not  in  this 
refpeft  more  imitate  the  Methodifts.  No  doubt  he  few  the 
advantage  of  village  preaching,  which  has  been  fo  frequently 
recommended  by  tome  of  our  affociations,  though  after  all 
but  very  little  pradlifed. 

This  good  man  laboured  not  in  vain;  he  had  the  felicity 
of  feeing  additions  to  his  church,  every  year  he  was  paftor, 
except  one.  The  feventh  day  intereft  at  Natton  alfo,  which 
his  uncle  Jones  bad  ferved  near  50  years,  revived  under  Mr. 
H.’s  miniftry.  But  the  converfion  of  his  only  fon  Jofeph,  at 
about  19  years  of  age,  an  apprentice  to  a  furgeon  and  apothe¬ 
cary,  gave  him  unfpeakable  pleafure.  He  was  baptized 
Feb.  28,  1786  ;  but  before  he  was  out  of  his  time,  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  afflidt  him  with  a  fwelling  on  one  fide  of  his 
neck,  which  g rev/  worfe  and  worfe,  brought  him  into  a  de¬ 
cline,  and  lffued  in  his  death.  A  brief  but  pieafing  account 
of  the  fupport  which  this  gracious  youth  experienced  in  his 
affliaion,  and  of  his  holy  longings  for  death  and  glory,  was 
printed  on  a  half-fheet  foon  after  his  funeral.  He  died  April 
the  joth,  1787,  aged  2X  years  and  about  2  montns.  ^  This 
was  a  peculiar  trial  to  each  of  the  parents,  who  could  not 
help  crying — My  fon!  My  only  fon!  In  this  condition,  the 
eafv  circumftances  into  which  they  were  brought  by  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  did  not  adminifter  fufficient  relief  to  them, 
nor  would  affluence  itfeif  have  done  it;  but  a  conf deration 
of  the  fovereignty  of  God,  and  an  af  urance  of  the  certain 
felicity  of  their  departed  child,  Were  followed  with  an  acqui- 
efcence  in  the  divine  will. 

When  Mr.  H.  was  baft  in  town,  in  free  convention  with 
one  of  his  London  friends,  he  lamented  very  much  the  fpread 
of  error,  with  an  heart  which  feemed  to  ti  enable  for  the  ark 
of  God,  expreffing  at  the  fame  time  a  warm  defire,  that  all 
the  real  friends  of  Chrift  would  boldly  come  forward,  and 
contend  earnepy  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints.  He 
preached  at  the  aiiociation  four  times,  the  f  rft  in  1  /  7  3’ 
iaft  in  1786.  Fie  was  moderator  of  it  twice.  He  wrote 
one  circular  letter,  viz.  that  of  1790,  wherein  his  religious 

fentiments  may  be  clearly  feen  *. 

In  April  1790,  he  was  in  London,  and  had  a  paralytic 
ilroke  foon  after  his  return  to  Tewkfbury.  He  then  had  a 
fecond,  which  deprived  him  ot  the  uie  of  one  fide.  This 

*  It  is  printed  in  the  firft  part  of  the  Regifterfor  179°;  P*  37> 
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was  attended  with  a-  fever,  and  a  kind  of  fiupor,  which  ren¬ 
dered  him  incapable  of  faying  much,  and  terminated  his 
labour  and  life  the  27th  of  June  1790,  at  the  age  of  53. 
His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin 
Francis,  of  Horfely,  on  Phil.  i.  21.  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift , 
and  to  die  is  gain.  In  1769,  the  church  at  Tewkfbury  con¬ 
fined  of  37  members ;  when  Mr.  H.  died,  of  02.  He  has 
left  behind  him  the  charader,  both  of  a  truly  upright  man, 
and  of  an  evangelical,  pradical,  faithful  and  laborious 
minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift. 


Mifs  Hester  Francis. 

Horfely ,  Gloucejlerfhire ,  Nov.  8,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  1  requeft,  I  fend  you  the  following  fhort  account  of  my 
lately  deceafed  daughter,  named  Hefter,  who  died  Aug  25 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  her  age,  and  who  was  a  remark¬ 
able  mftance  of .  early  piety.  She  difcovered  from  her 
infancy,  a  fenfibility  of  mind  and  tendernefs  of  confcience 
feldom  found  in  fo  young  a  fubjed.  Her  undemanding 
capacity,  and  memory,,  were  fuch  as  to  excite  the  admiration 
°*  ler  mtimate  acquaintance.  She  learned  by  heart  a  great 
number  °f  hymns  and  of  paflages  of  fcripture,  which  af- 
iorded  her  much  fupport  and  pleafure  in  her  long  illnefs. 
Je/usj  I  love  thy  charming  name ,  &c.  was  one  of  her  favourite 
hymns.  She  ufed  to  repeat  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fer¬ 
mions  fhe  heard,  and  appeared  to  have  entered  into  the 
meaning  and  fpirit  of  what  fire  related.  For  fome  time 
bemre  me  was  taken  ill,  file  difcovered  a  painful  dread  of 
the  divine  difpleafure  j  but  during  her  illnefs,  which  was  of 
leveral  .months  continuance,  fhe  was  remarkably  calm  and 
happy  in  her  mind.  Love  was  her  predominant  paftion. 
^he  greatly  revered  the  Sabbath,  and  could  not  endure  any 
trming  conyerfation  on  that  holy  day.  She  delighted  much 
in  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  in  which  fhe  would  be  fome- 
times  greatly  affeded.  She  had  fuch  love  to  Chriftian 
in  ends,  as  frequently  to  fhed  abundance  of  tears  at  partino- 
with  them.  When  carried  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  fhe 
would  make  very  pertinent  remarks  on  the  various  works  of 
creation,  on  her  peculiar  advantages  and  mercies,  and  on 
her  great  obligations  to  divine  providence.  Her  mind  feemed 
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to  glow  with  thankfulnefs  to  God,  and  with  gratitude  to  her 
parents  and  friends.  She  would  fpeak  admirably  well  of 
the  perfections  and  fovereignty  of  God,  and  of  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  refignation  to  his  holy  will.  Her  fpiritual  con- 
verfation,  her  pithy  and  pious  expreilions,  her  advice  to  near 
relatives,  her  lamentations  over  the  wicked  and  the  miferable, 
her  fweetnefs  of  difpoiition,  her  refignation  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  her  thankfulnefs  to  the  Lord  for  his  various  mercies, 
were  truly  extraordinary.  She  appeared  entirely  willing  to 
live  or  die ;  and  fignified  that  fhe  wiihed  to  live  only  becaufe 
her  parents  were  fo  loth  to  part  with  her.  tier  mind,  cur¬ 
ing  a  painful  iilnefs,  was  remarkably  patient,  even,  and 
placid,  and  fonietimes  overwhelmed  with  a  fenfe  ol  the  love 
of  God.  About  a  fortnight  before  her  death,  die  laid  to  her 
mother,  her  eyes  at  the  fame  time  fparkling  with  joy,  and 
a  hood  of  tears  dreaming  down  her  cheeks,  u  My  io.ul  is  as 
full  of  joy  as  it  can  contain— The  Lord  is  become  my  lalva- 
tion — the  gates  of  heaven  are  open  to  me,  and  i  fhall  foon  be 
there.”  When  I  alked  her  what  it  was  that  fupported  and 
comforted  her  in  the  near  profpedt  of  death  ?  fhe  anfwered, 
«  The  Gofpel.”  Her  lad  expreflion  to  me  was,  “  I  love 
you,  but  I  love  Chrift  more.”  And,  like  her  pious  fifter 
Elizabeth,  who  died  about  fix  months  before  .her,  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  unfhaken  in  her  faitn,  hope,  and  patience,  till  the 
breathed  out  her  foul  into  the  bofom  of  her  beloved  Re¬ 
deemer.  It  is  impoifible  to  convey  in  words  a  jud  idea  of 
the  fenfe  fhe  had  of  religion  in  her  heart,  and  of  the  energy 
and  pteafure  with  which  the  converfed  on  divine  fubjedts. 
Thus,  whild  I  mourn  as  a  parent  for  a  mod  amiable  and 
pious  child,  I  blefs  God  that  *1  have  abundant  caufe  to  re¬ 
joice  as  a  chridian. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  affedfionate  friend, 

Benjamin  Francis, 

P.  S.  My  dear  Sir,  Vanity  is  not  my  motive  in  fending 
this  account  to  you,  "but  a  delire  that  it  may  be  uletul  to  the 
children  and  young  people  into  whole  hands  it  may  tail. 


An  Account  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  John  Rogers,  paftor 
of  the  Independent  Church,  which  meets  in  Collier's 
Rents*)  Southwark. 

Mr.  RggeRs’s  ancedors  on  hi*  mother’s  fide  were  per- 
fons  eminent  for  piety.  The  place  of  his  nativity  was 
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Poole,  in  Dorfetftiire,  OCl.  11,  1716.  His  father  was  matter 
of  a  coatting  veflel.  His  mother  was  a  truly  pious  woman, 
who  endeavoured  to  imprefs  him  in  his  moft  early  years 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  religion.  The  bleffing 
of  God  attended  her  inftru&ion.  He  difcovered  in  his 
childhood  a  love  to  divine  things,  and  a  ftrong  propenfity  to 
inculcate  them  on  others.  He  ufed,  when  a  child,  on  his 
return  from  fchool,  frequently  to  call  his  young  play-fellows 
together,  fpeak  to  them  on  the  worth  of  their  fouls,  on  their 
need  of  a  Saviour,  read  fome  chapter  of  the  Bible,  and,  ac- 
cording  to  his  ability,  pray  with  them.  From  thefe  begin¬ 
nings  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  difcovered  an  early  inclination 
to  the  miniftry.  His  father,  who  had  not  that  ferious  fenfe 
of  religion  which  the  fon  poftefted,  was  greatly  averfe  to  it, 
and  bound  him  apprentice  to  a  Mr.  Norman,  in  the  town, 
a  Quaker.  His  connexion  with  that  family,  and  with  their 
acquaintance,  eafily  accounts  for  that  peculiarity  of  expref- 
fion  in  common  converfe,  and  that  mode  of  thinking  on  the 
fubjeCl  of  drefs,  wdiich  diftinguifhed  his  later  years.  When 
the  term  of  this  fervice  expired,  and  he  became  his  own 
matter,  he  indulged  that  inclination  for  the  facred  miniftry, 
which  he  had  difcovered  in  his  earlieft  years.  By  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madgwick,  of  Poole,  of  whofe 
church  he  was  a  member,  and  of  whom  he  always  fpoke 
with  the  greateft  refpedl,  he  was  admitted  ftudent  in  the 
academy  then  at  Deptford,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Taylor, 
and  became  a  member  of  the  church  in  Moorfields,  at  that 
time  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Hall,  now  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bennett. 

Now  he  had  many  difficulties  to  ftruggle  with.  His  father’s 
averfion  to  the  miniftry  ftill  continued.  The  death  of  his 
pious  mother,  and  his  father’s  fecond  marriage,  did  not  con¬ 
tribute  to  alleviate  that  averfion.  But  God  raifed  him  up 
friends,  through  whofe  affiftance  he  profecuted  and  finifhed 
his  ffudies  with  reputation.  He  did  not  lofe  fight  of  the  great 
end  of  his  miniftry,  while  preparing  for  it,  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Hubbard,  his  divinity  tutor,  being  paftor  of  a  large  church 
at  Stepney,  and  incapable  of  paying  all  his  people  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  vifits  as  paftoral  duty  feemed  to  require,  confiftent 
with  his  other  relation  as  tutor  to  the  academy,  often 
deputed  Mr.  R.  to  vifit  in  his  {lead,  hear  their  various 
fpiritual  cafes,  and  pray  with  them.  This  circumftance, 
under  the  divine  bleffing,  greatly  contributed  to  increafe  his 
acquaintance  with  pradlical  and  experimental  religion*,  and 
jerved  alfo  to  commence  a  friendly  connection  with  that 
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church,  (now  Rev.  Mr.  Brewer's),  which  fub lifted,  not  only 
during  the  lives  of  thofe  particular  members,  but  with  their 
children  and  relatives,  to  his  death.  At  the  ufual  period  he 
was  d  item  fled  from  the  academy,  and  regularly  fent_  forth, 
with  the  prayers  of  the  church  *,  into  the  miniftry.  His  firft 
invitation  was  to  the  church  at  Collier’s  Rents,  Southwark. 
Here  every  circumftance  was  difcouraging.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  was  fmall,  the  income  very  low,  about  4°^*  Per  ann* 
However,  after  Peeking  divine  direction,  he  ventured  into  their 
ter  vice,  encouraged  by  two  fcriptures,  which  were  remark¬ 
ably  imprefted  on  his  mind,  I  will  leave  in  the  midjl  of  thee  an 
afflitted  and  poor  people ,  and  they  Jhall  truft  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord ,  Zeph.  iii.  12;  and,  Go  ye  alfo  into  the  vineyard ,  and 
ivhatfoever  is  right ,  that  Jhall  ye  receive ,  Matt.  xx.  7.  He  took 
the  paftoral  charge  over  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
17444,  and  continued  in  that  relation  to  his  death. 

As  the  miniftry  was  the  objecft  of  his  choice,  and  under¬ 
taken  with  the  pureft  views,  he  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
difheartened  with  the  low  eftate  of  the  congregation.  He 
applied  himfelf  with  great  diligence  to  the  duties  of  his 
fun&ion,  both  in  his  ftudy  and  in  the  pulpit;  and  being 
fenfible  how  neceffary  is  the  divine  Hefting  to  minifterial 
fuccefs,  he  inftituted  alternate  weekly  meetings  for  prayer, 
at  the  place  of  worftiip,  and  in  his  own  houfe.  The  face 
of  God  was  not  fought  in  vain  by  minifter  or  people.  The 
frequent  exercife  of  praying  gifts  contributed  to  their  in- 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hall’s  church,  Moorfields, 

4  It  may  be  pleating  to  tome  of  the  friends  of  this  valuable  minifter,  to 
fee  how  his  fettlement  over  the  church  was  conduced.  The  following 
pxtracft,  which  I  have  been  permitted  to  make  from  his  church-book,  will 
give  a  general  view  of  it. 

“  Jan.  30,  1744.  A  church-meeting  being  appointed,  the  difmifiioii 
of  John  Rogers  from  Mr.  Hall’s  church  to  us,  was  read,  and  the  faid 
John  P«.ogers  was  received  into  the  church  as  a  member,  and  the  church 
then  agreed  to  call  him  from  among  themfelves  to  be  their  paftor  ;  which 
call  he  then  accepted,  and  upon  a  declaration  of  his  faith  in  the  glorious 
doftrines  of  Grace,  was  fet  apart  to  the  work  and  office  of  paftor,  by  the 
church,  with  faftiag  and  prayer. 

“  Item.  Agreed  to  invite  the  following  minifters  and  rneftengers  of 
Churches,  to  affift  and  behold  our  faith  and  order  in  the  gofpel,  in  the 
more  public  ratification  of  this  day’s  work. 

“  The  minifters  who  are  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  day  are,  Dr.  Guife 
to  open  the  work  and  hear  the  confeffion,  Dr.  Harriot  to  preach  the 
lerrnon,  Mr.  Hall  to  give  the  charge;  Mr.  Richardfon,  Mr.  Hill,  and 
Mr.  Andrews,  to  pray. 

“  The  Meffengers  of  the  churches  who  are  to  be  invited  as  witneffes,  are, 
p wo  from  Stepney  church,  two  from  Mr.  Godwin’s,  and  two  from  Mr. 
King's.”  Editor 
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creafe  in  the  church,  and  the  blefing  of  Heaven  acCord- 
panied  that  exercife  to  the  congregation.  Souls  were  gradu¬ 
ally  added  to  the  church,  as  anfwers  to  prayer,  and  many 
of  them  the  feals  of  his  own  minifry;  fo  that  he  had  the 
p leafing  fatisfaCtion,  for  feveral  years  before  his  death,  of 
viewing  the  congregation  when  they  became  refpeCtable  in 
number,  moft  of  whom*,  under  God,  were  the  fruit  of  his 
own  mini  ferial  labours. 

In  the  difcharge  of  minifterial  duty  he  was  faithful,  aCting 
under  the  habitual  remembrance  of  the  folemn  account  which 
he  was  to  give.  The  confcienccs  of  his  hearers,  as  well  as 
his  own,  will  witnefs  for  him,  that  he  was  pure  from  their 
blood.  In  every  thing  that  concerned  the  worfhip  and  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  houfe  of  God,  he  was  truly  confcientious.  I11 
the  admifloil  of  church  members,  he  was  unfeignedly  felici¬ 
tous  that  they  fhould  be  fuch  as  gave  fufticient  reafon  to 
believe  they  were  the  fubjeCts  of  divine  grace.  In  the  ad- 
minift ration  of  baptifm,  he  was  unufually  careful  that  one 
parent  at  leaf  fiould  poflefs  the  evidence  of  being  truly 
ferious ;  and,  where  the  evidence  was  dubious,  he  in  many 
inftances  refufed  to  do  it,  alledging,  as  the  reafon  of  the 
refufal,  u  His  confcience  would  not  fuffer  him.”  The  fup- 
port  and  adorning  of  the  Chriftian  character,  as  it  is  mani- 
f -fed  by  a  reparation  from  the  world,  he  frequently  incul¬ 
cated  on  profeflbrs  of  religfen.  The  conformity  which  fome 
of  them  difeovered,  in  language,  drefs,  and  behaviour, 
awakened  his  zeal ;  and  that  zeal  oft  times  expofed  him  to 
the  cenfure  of  lingularity,  and  unneceffary  precifenefs.  But 
even  here,  the  honeft y  and  integrity  of  his  heart  fhone  on 
every  occaficm,  and  a  principle  of  religious  conformity 
to  the  word  of  God,  in  the  mof  minute  infances, 
dictated  the  whole.  He  poffeffed  an  affectionate  concern 
for  the  fpiritual  and  civil  profperity  of  that  church  of  which 
he  was  pallor.  Their  fpiritual  interef  lay  near  his  heart. 
His  fervent  prayers,  and  zealous  labours  in  the  church,  his 
feafonable  exhortations,  his  timely  cautions,  his  affeCtionate 
wifhes  in  more  private  converfe,  befpoke  an  heart  warm  for 
God,  and  intimately  concerned  for  his  people.  Nor  was  he  lefs 
attentive  to  their  civil  profperity.  When  pecuniary  aflif  ance 

*  One  muft  be  excepted,  Mrs.  Mary  Haddow,  who  died,  1784.  She 
was  the  only  furviving  perfon  for  fome  years,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
church  when  he  v\  as  ordained.  She  laid  the  fir  ft  ftone  of  the  old  meeting- 
houfe,  and  alio  of  the  prefent  building,  which  is  moftly  ere<fted  on  the 
fame  fpot,  only  it  1'eems  is  fomewhat  larger. 
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was  called  for  on  any  occafion,  none  more  ready  to  open  his 
purfe,  and  that  with  a  liberality,  that,  in  fome  inftances, 
bordered  on  imprudence.  His  many  weary  ft eps  in  collect¬ 
ing  the  generofity  of  numerous  friends  in  his  own  and  other 
congregations,  for  the  erebtion  of  the  meeting-houfe  in  the 
year3  1766,  and  in  the  after  purchafe  of  the  adjacent  burying 
ground,  and  his  own  fubfcription  on  both  occafions,  are 
witneffes  of  his  affection  to  them. 

In  his  moral  character  and  deportment  before  the  world, 
he  was  confcientioufly,  even  fcrupuloully,  honeft  and  juft,  as 
well  as  exemplary,  generous  and  humane.  His  feelings 
for  the  diftreffes  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  even  of  the 
brute  creation,  were  very  tender,  He  abhorred  ftnfe  and 
difcord,  and  as  he  ufed  *  to  fay,  “  he  would  facrifice  any¬ 
thing,  but  truth,  for  peace,”  One  man  took  advantage  of  his 
peaceable  temper,  and  actually  divefted  him  of  part  of  his 
lawful  poffeffion,  well  knowing  that  he  would  never  attempt 
to  recover  even  his  juft  right  by  law. 

In  his  religious  char  abler  before  God,  he  gave  every  evi¬ 
dence  that  he  was  upright  and  fincere,  He  had  a  deep  fenfe  _ 
of  the  importance  of  perfonal  religion,  as  it  is  maintained 
between  God  and  the  foul  in  fecret  exercifes.  So  far  as  thofe 
fecret  exercifes  could  be  known,  it  appeared  that  he  himfelf 
peculiarly  made  confcience  of  clofet  devotion,  while  he  in¬ 
culcated  the  duty  on  his  family.  He  kept  four  days  of 
folemn  fading  and  prayer  in  the  year;  one,  his  birth-day; 
another,  the  anniverfary  of  his  ordination;  the  two  others 
occasional.  An  account  of  one  day  of  this  kind  has  been 
found  among  his  papers  fince  his  death ;  part  of  it,  a  folemn 
covenant  with  God ;  the  other  parts,  a  view  of  the  frame  of 
his  mind  after  it  for  fome  weeks  following.  The  firft  part 
is  in  long  hand,  figned  with  his  name  and  feal ;  the  other  in 
charabters.  The  date  is  1742, 

In  charity  to  the  poor,  and  in  promoting  the  intereft  of 
■feveral  religious  focieties,  his  generofity  was  exemplary.  Fie 
allowed  annually  to  five  or  more  poor  minifters  in  the 
country,  all  of  them  not  of  his  own  denomination,  one 
guinea  each,  befides  fubfcriptions  to  feveral  religious  inftj- 
tutions  in  London  and  the  country.  He  gave  to  feveral  of 
the  poor  of  his  church  a  fettled  fum  weekly ;  for  others  he 
paid  their  rent;  and  when  any  of  them  died,  he  cheerfully 
contributed  his  aftiftance  to  bury  them.  His  papers  contain 
fome  accounts  of  his  charities,  not  written  by  way  .of  often- 
tation,  but  of  memorandum ;  for,  being  in  fhort-hand,  none 
himfelf  could  read  all  the  particulars  of  the  account,  ex- 
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cept  the  name  and  fmn.  In  thefe  donations  of  a  guinea  or 
more  at  a  time,  he  had  expended  in  the  four  laft  years  of 
his  life  upwards  of  65].  befides  fmaller  fums  of  whick 
he  kept  no  account,  and  which  none  but  himfelf  and 
the  parties  receiving  knew.  Three  months  before  his  death, 
he  gave  10I.  to  bind  a  poor  boy  apprentice.  But  a  few  days 
before  his  death,  he  gave  20I.  to  one  who  had  fufiFered  an  heavy 
lofs.  In  this  view  he  has  left  few  behind  him  his  equals.  The 
poor,  at  his  funeral,  teftified  by  their  tears,  their  fenfe  of  the 
afiedling  loft  they  had  fuftained.  One  of  his  reverend  bre¬ 
thren  hinted*  fmce  his  death,  that  from  fome  expreffions  in 
life,  he  believed  him  to  have  added  on  the  principle  of  the 
Levitical  law,  u  devoting  one  tenth  of  his  income  to  God.” 
Had  he  devoted  no  larger  a  portion  than  this  to  a£ts  of 
charity,  his  private  fortune  would  have  been  far  more  than 
he  left  at  his  death „■ 

He  appeared,  for  fome  months  before  his  diffolution,  not 
to  be  long  for  this  world.  It  was  obferved,  that  he  grew 
more  affectionate,  more  lively  in  converfation,  more  fe- 
rious,  more  retired,  and  leetned  to  preach  with  greater 
vigour,  fpirituality,  and  earneftnefs  than  ufual.  His  love  to 
the  more  interefling  truths  of  Revelation,  his  facred  regard 

O  t  ^ 

to  the  perfon  and  work  of  the  great  Redeemer  increafed,  fo 
that  he  could  not  fpeak  or  write  concerning  fome  late  at¬ 
tacks  on  thofe  peculiar  doctrines  of  Holy  W rit,  without  in- 
dignation  and  horror. 

He  was  favoured  by  Divine  Providence  with  a  remarkably 
healthful  conititution  of  body,  infomuch  that  he  fcarccly 
knew  what  ficknefs  or  indifpofition  meant ;  and  was  never 
once,  or,  at  moft,  but  once,  confined  by  ficknefs  from  the 
pulpit,  during  a  miniftry  of  forty-fix  years. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  Saturday  preceding  his 
death,  he  was  taken  ill,  and,  as  the  event  proved,  truck 
with  death.  He  fent  for  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church, 
defiring  him  to  provide  a  mini  ter  for  the  next  day  (the 
Lord’s),  and  laid  to  one  of  his  dear  friends,  u  I  have  been 
the  Lord’s  working  fervant,  now  I  am  his  waiting  fervant.” 
But  he  leetned  not  to  have  an  apprehenfion  that  the  pre~ 
fent  ficknefs  would  ilTue  in  death;  for  being  afked  the  day 
before  he  died,  u  Whether  his  fon*  fhould  not  be  written 
to?”  he  trictly  forbade  it,  faying,  a  By  no  means;  I  (hall 
be  w7el!  fhortly.”  So,  indeed,  the  phylician  aturet  him  not 
twentv-four  hours  before  he  died. 

J 

*  The  Rev.  John  Rogers,  mini  tier  of  the  Independent  Church  at  Rofst 
in  Herefnrdfhire. 

His 
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Uis  charity  to  the  poor  (hone  even  in  death.  Not  long 
before  he  died,  he  recolle&ed  that  the  Sabbath  following 
was  facramental  Sabbath.  He  defired  that  the  church  might 
be  called  together,  and  the  ufual  colle&ion  made,  tc  in  order,’1 
he  faid,  “  that  the  poor  might  not  fuffer  through  his  illnefs 
and  at  the  fame  time  fent  his  own  contribution.  He  retained 
his  faculties  to  the  laft ;  and  at  noon,  Thurfday,  Sept.  2, 
1790,  he  quietly  breathed  out  his  foul  to  God,  and  is  now, 
no  doubt,  among  “  the  fpirits  of  the  juft  made  perfeft  in 
glory.”  He  was  in  the  feventy-fourth  year  of  his  age. 


St 


Juftiflimus  unus 


«  Qui  fuit  in  terris,  et  fervantiffimus  sequi.” 


Virg. 


He  was  interred  in  his  own  vault,  Friday  fe’nnight  follow- 
mP-,  attended  by  a  numerous  and  refpedlable  concourfe ;  the 
tears  of  many  of  whom  teftified  this  truth,  that  “  The 
memory  of  the  juft  is  bleffed  !”  The  Rev.  Thomas  Towle, 
B.  D.  delivered  the  addrefs  at  the  interment;  and  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Brewer,  B.  D,  preached  the  funeral  fermon  on  the 
following  Lord’s  Day. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Hall. 

THE  Rev,  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  paftor  of  the  Baptift 
Church  at  Gifburn  Foreft,  a  few  miles  from  Gifburn,  York, 
departed  this  life,  Nov.  8,  179Q*,  aged  feventy  years. 

*  Our  refpe£table  friends,  who  have  been  removed  by  death  fince 
179O,  will  be  mentioned  in  the  Regifter  for  1791. 
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A  SKETCH  of  the  State  of  Religion  among  different  dem^ 
minations  of  good  men  at  home  and  abroad  *. 

PRUSSIA. 

'  Y  an  edidl  of  the  prefent  king  of  Pruffia,  dated  July  9, 
1788,  that  monarch  confirms  former  e^dls  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  Calvinifts,  Lutherans,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews, 
Mennonites,  Hernhutters,  and  thofe  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  whofe  principles  are  confident  with  the  good  of  civil 
fociety.  But  whereas  it  is  rumoured,  that  difguifed  Jefuits 
are  feeretly  infinuating  themfelves  into  Proteftant  countries 
to  make  profelytes,  he  enjoins  all  endeavours  to  difcover 
fuch  emiffaries,  and  report  them  to  the  Spiritual  Depart¬ 
ments.  He  prohibits  all  change  of  what  is  effential  in  the 
Creeds  and  Confeffions,  and  even  in  the  Canons  and  Litur¬ 
gies  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Churches  *,  though  he 
allows  abolilhing  ufages  not  effential,  and  altering  expreff 
fions  now  in  difuetude.  This  he  deemed  the  more  necef- 
fary,  as  he  obferved  with  regret,  long  before  his  mounting 
the  throne,  many  proteftant  clergymen  depreciating  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Scripture,  corrupting  the  Sacred  Records,  or  ex¬ 
plaining  them  away,  and  reprefenting  faith  in  our  Lord's 
atonement ,  and  other  effential  dodlrines,  as  ill-founded  or  fu- 
jterfluous.  He  therefore  prohibits  all  Proteftant  clergymen 
and  teachers  in  his  dominions,  under  the  pain  of  being  de¬ 
prived  of  their  offices,  from  openly  or  feeretly  fpreading 
errors,  and  fubftituting  their  own  fancies  inftead  of  the 
effential  articles  contained  in  the  eftabiiftied  confeffions. 
They  were  admitted  to  their  offices  011  condition  of  ad¬ 
hering  to  thefe  articles,  and  therefore  cannot  retain  them 
if  they  teach  otherwife.  Pie  infringes  not,  however,  their 
right  of  private  judgment,  and  joining  another  feci,  which 
if  they  openly  do,  they  are  allowed  the  exercife  of  their 
liberty*  But  thofe  who,  in  fermons  or  books,  oppofe  the 
dodlrines  contained  in  the  old  confeffions,  muft  leave  the 
eftablifhed  church,  whofe  principles  they  undermine,  and 
give  up  a  charge  for  which  change  of  fentiment  has  un-^ 
fitted  them*  The  King  enjoins  care  to  be  taken  that  offices 

*  This  article,  fo  very  defective  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Regifter, 
ferves  rather  to  (hew  the  kind  of  materials  which  are  defired  to  fill  it  up, 
than  what  are  already  come  to  hand  ;  but  a  plan  has  been  laid,  and  is 
how  carrying  into  effect,  by  which  a  general  view  of  the  Rate  of  religion 
in  Europe  and  America,  and  efpecially  of  the  molt  important  Millions, 
Will  be  given  5  of  which  it  is  expected  the  Regiiter  for  1791  will  be  a 
faff  ipecimeni  Epitor* 

in 
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in  churches,  fchools,  and  univerfities,  be  (applied  with  men 
whofe  conviction  of  the  truths  they  are  employed  to  teach 
is  not  doubted.  While  he  thus  provides  for  his  fubjec.s, 
teachers  of  pure  Chriftianity,  he  leaves  it  to  every  one’s 
confcience  what  improvement  he  (hall  or  (liall  not  tna^e  of 
that  advantage.  This  is  an  amazing  change,  as  tae  late 
kino-  of  Pruffia  was  a  great  encourager  of  a  Socmian  clergy, 
fome  of  whom,  indeed,  bordered  very  nearly  onUcilm.  in 
a  book  inti  tied,  Freymutbige  Betrachtungen,u e.  Fret?  houghts. 

The  Divinity  and  Atonement  of  Chrift,  Original  bin,  Dter- 

nitv  of  Hell  Torments,  The  Infpiration  of  Scripture,  &c. 
were  attacked.  His  late  Majefty  prefixed  to  the  book  an 
inhibition  to  the  Univerfity  of  Hall  to  cenfure  it;  Dr.  1  ellei, 
one  of  his  chaplains,  having  approved  it.  _  Theie  regulations 
are  intended  to  check  the  progrefs  of  Socmiamfm  in  Fnniia, 
where  it  had  been  fpreading  rapidly,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  Germany.  Holland  was  in  danger  ot  the  like  infection, 
bv  Dutch  tranflations  of  fome  ot  the  mod  dangerous  Ger¬ 
man  and  Englifh  books.  Of  her  own  growth,  however, 
and  without  importation,  the  has  fupplied  excellent  antidotes, 
partly  by  able  argumentative  treatifes,  partly  by  expoimg  to 
ridicule  the  inconfiftency  and  difhonefty  of  the  pretended  new 
reformers,  and  the  unchriftian  and  immoral  tendency  of  their 
fchemes,  A  fociety  erefted  at  the  Hague  for  defending  pure 
Chriftianity,  has  propofed  prizes  for  tne  beft  defences  o 
feveral  important  doctrines,  and  anfwers  to  tneir  modern  op- 
pofers.  Two  or  three  years  ago,  our  King,  as  Elector  ot 
Hanover,  propofed  a  prize  for  the  beft  difcourfe  on  the  Di¬ 
gnity  of  Chrift  i  the  Univerfity  of  Gottingen  being  judges  *?. 

FRANCE. 

THE  aftonifhingr  Revolution  in  FRANCE,  and  the  in- 
creating  thirft  among  the  nations  after  civil  ana  religious  li¬ 
berty,  fhould  greatly  incourage  us  to  pray, _  that  ^ to ey  may 
alfo  enjoy  fpiritual  evangelical  liberty,  railed  m  fcripture,  t  re 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  !  The  Pope’s  own  mb- 
iefits  in  Avignon,  where  thofe  Antichriftian  ,  oiUiffs  onc^ 
(efidedfor  70  years,  viz.  from  1307  to  i377’  ^ds  fome 
additional  encouragement  to  hope  tor  the  approacmng  down¬ 
fall  of  myftical  Babylon.  May  the  ravenous  beaft  DejpotiJm , 
which  has  fo  long  fupported  the  harlot. ,  fiaijs  Religion,  be 
Shortly  (lain  by  t'ae  well-tempered,  great,  ana  Prong  iwordot 

,  Jehovah ! 

*  A  cnncifs  account  of  this  tranfaction  would  meet  an  hearty  welcome 

ii;  tlie  RegiKcr.  Editor.  ^  AMERICA. 
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AMERICA, 

The  ADDRESS  of  the  Committee  of  the  united 
Baptijl  Churches  in  Virginia,  affembled  in  the  City 
of  Richmond ,  Aug.  8,  1789. 

To  the  Ppesident  of  the  United  States  of  Americas 

/  / 

SIR, 

AMONG  the  many  Riouts  of  congratulation  that  yoti 
receive  from  cities,  fbcieties,  flutes,  and  the  whole  world, 
we  wifh  to  take  an  adtive  part  in  the  univerfal  chorus,  by 
expreifmg  our  great  fatisfadfion  in  your  appointment  to  the 
firft  office  in  the  nation.  When  America,  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  appealing  to  arms  to 
defend  her  natural  and  civil  rights,  a  WASFHNGTON 
was  found  fully  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  dangerous 
attempt;  who,  by  the  philanthropy  of  his  heart,  and  pru¬ 
dence  of  his  head,  led  forth  her  untutored  troops  into  the 
field  of  battle,  and,  by  the  fkilfulnefs  of  his  hands,  baffled 
the  projects  of  the  inlulting  foe,  and  pointed  out  the  road  to 
independence,  even  at  a  time  when  the  energy  of  the  cabinet 
was  not  Efficient  to  bring  into  adtion  the  natural  aid  of  the 
confederation  from  its  refpedfive  fources. 

The  grand  cbjedb  being  obtained,  the  independence  of  the 
Rates  acknowledged,  free  from  ambition,  and  devoid  of  a 
thirR  for  blood,  our  HERO  returned  with  thofe  he  com¬ 
manded,  and  laid  down  his  fword  at  the  feet  of  thofe  who 
gave  it  him :  c  Such  an  example  to  the  world  is  nczud  Like 
other  nations  we  experience,  that  it  requires  as  great  valour 
and  wifdom  to  make  an  advantage  of  2  conquefi,  as  to  gain 
One-. 

The  want  of  efficacy  in  the  confederation,  the  redundan¬ 
cy  of  laws,  and  their  partial  adminiftration  in  the  Rates, 
called  aloud  for  a  new  arrangement  of  our  fyftem.  The 
wifdom  of  the  Rates  for  that  purpofe  was  collected  in  a  grand 
convention,  over  which  you,  Sir,  had  the  honour  to  prefide. 
A  national  government,  in  all  its  parts,  was  recommended  as 
the  only  prefer  vative  of  the  union ;  which  plan  of  gov  em¬ 
inent  is  now  actually  in  operation. 

When  the  conRitution  firR  made  its  appearance  in  77r- 
giniaj  we;  as  a  fociety,  had  unufual  Rrugglings  of  mind, 
fearing  that  the  liberty  of  confcience  (dearer  to  us  than 
property  and  life)  was  not  fufficiently  fee  urea ;  perhaps 

Our  iealcufies  were  heightened  on  account  of  the  ufage  wc 
*  ^  0  .  f 

received 
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deceived  in  Virginia  under  the  Britifh  government;  when 
mobs,  bonds,  fines,  and  prifons  were  our  frequent  repaft. 

Convinced  on  the  one  hand,  that  without  an  effective 
national  government  the  ftates  would  fall  into  difunion 
and v  all  the  confequent  evils;  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
feared  we  might  be  accefTary  to  fome  religious  oppreffion, 
Should  any  one  fociety  in  the  union  preponderate  all  the 
reft.  But  amidft  all  the  inquietudes  of  mind,  our  confo- 
lation  arofe  from  this  confide  rat  ion,  the  plan  muft  be  good, 
for  it  bears  the  fignature  of  a  tried  tvufky  friend’,  and  it  re~ 
lio-ious  liberty  is  rather  infecure  in  the  conftitution,  “  the 
adminiftration  will  certainly  prevent  all  oppreffion,  for  a 
WASHINGTON  will  prefide.”  According  to  our  wifhes, 
the  unanimous  \foice  of  the  union  has  called  you,  Sir,  from 
your  beloved  retreat,  to  launch  forth  again  into  the  faithlefs 
feas  of  human  affairs,  to  guide  the  helm  of  the  Rates.  May 
that  Divine  munificence  which  covered  your  head  in  battle, 
make  you  yet  a  greater  blefffng  to  your  admiring  country 
in  time  of  peace.  Should  the  horrid  evils  that  have  been 
fo  peftiferous  in  Afia  and  Europe,  fadhion,  ambition,  \var, 
perfidy,  fraud,  and  perfecution  for  confcience  fake,  ever 
approach  the  borders  of  our  happy  nation;  may  the  name 
and  adminiftration  of  our  beloved  Preffdent,  like  tne  ladiant 
fource  of  day,  fcatter  all  thofe  dark  clouds  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  hemifphere* 

And  while  we  fpeak  freely  the  language  of  our  own 
hearts,  we  are  fatisfied  that  we  exprefs  the  fentiments  of 
our  brethren  whom  we  reprefent.  The  very  name  of 
WASHINGTON  is  mufic  in  our  ears;  and  although  the 
ureat  evil  in  the  ftates  is  the  want  of  mutual  conndence  De¬ 
tween  rulers  and  the  people,  yet  we  all  have  the  utmoft 
confidence  in  the  Preffdent  of  the  ftates;  and  it  is  our  fei- 
Vent  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  the  federal  government, 
and  the  government  of  the  refpeclive  ftates,  without  lival- 
fhip,  may  fo  co-operate  together,  as  to  make  the  numerous 
neople,  over  whom  you  prefide,  the  happieft  nation  on 
earth,  and  you,  Sir,  the  happieft  man,  in  feeing  the  peopie 
whom,  by  the  fmiles  of  Providence,  you  faved  from  vaffalage 
by  your  martial  valour,  and  made  wife  by  your  maxims, 
fitting  fecurely  under  their  vines  and  ^fig-trees,  enjoying  the 
perfection  of  human  felicity.  May  God  long  prcferve  your 
life  and  health  for  a  bleffing  to  the  World  in  general,  and 
the  united  ftates  in  particular;  and  when,  like  the  fun,  you 
have  ffniftred  your  courfe  of  great  and  unparalleled  iervices, 
and  you  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  may  the  Divine  Being, 

who  will  reward  every  man  according  to  Ins  works,  grant 

unto 
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unt(j>  you  a  glorious  admiilion  into  his  evcrlafting  kingdom, 
through  Jefus  Chrifl  !  This,  great  Sir,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
happy  admirers. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  HARRIS,  Chairman. 
REUBEN  FORD,  Clerk. 


To  the  General  Committee  representing  the  United  Baptif 
Churches  in  Virginia. 


Gentlemen, 


I  REQUEST  that  you  will  accept  my  bell  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  your  congratulation  on  my  appointment  to  the 
firif  office  in  the  nation.  The  kind  manner  in  which  you 
mention  my  pail  conduct  equally  claims  the  exprefiion  of  my 
gratitude.  After  we  had,  by  the  fmiles  of  Divine  Providence 
on  our  exertions,  obtained  the  objeCt  for  which  we  contended , 
I  retired,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  with  an  idea  that  my 
country  could  have  no  farther  occafion  for  my  fervices,  and 
with  the  intention  of  never  entering  again  into  public  life. 
But  when  the  exigencies  of  my  country  feemed  to  require 
me  once  more  to  engage  in  public  affairs,  an  honeft  convic¬ 
tion  of  duty  fuperfeded  my  former  refolution,  and  became 
my  apology  for  deviating  from  the  happy  plan  which  I  had 
adopted. 

If  I  could  have  entertained  the  flighted  apprehenfion 
that  the  conftitution  framed  in  the  convention  where  I  hady 
the  honour  to  prefide,  might  poffibly  endanger  th,e  religious 
rights  of  any  ecclefiaflical  fociety,  certainly  I  would  never 
have  placed  my  fignature  to  it ;  and  if  I  could  nowT  conceive 
that  the  general  government  might  ever  be  fo  adminiftered 
as  to  render  the  liberty  of  confcience  infecure,  I  beg  you 
will  be  perfuaded,  that  no  one  would  be  jnore  %ealous  than  myfelf 
to  ejlablifto  effectual  barriers  againjl  the  horrors  of  Spiritual 
tyranny ,  and  every  fpecies  of  religious  perfection \ 

For,  you  doubtlefs  remember,  I  have  often  exprelled  my 
fentiments,  that  every  man,  conducting  himfelf  as  a  good 
citizen,  and  being  accountable  to  God  alone  for  his  religious 
opinions,  ought  to  be  prote&ed  in  worfhipping  the  Deity 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience. 

While  I  recollect  with  fatjsfaction,  that  the  religious  fo¬ 
ciety  of  which  you  are  members,  have  been  throughout 
America,  uniformly,  and  aim o If  unanimoufly,  the  firm  friends 
to  civil  liberty,  and  the  perlevering  promoters  of  our  glo¬ 
rious  revolution,  I  cannot  heutate  to  believe,  that  they  will 

be 
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tie  faithful  fupporters  of  a  free,  yet  efficient,  general  govern¬ 
ment  Under  this  pleafing  expectation,  I  rejoice  to  affure 
them,  that  they  may  rely  upon  my  belt  withes  and  endeavours 

to  advance  their  profperity.  T  . 

In  the  mean  time,  be  affured,  gentlemen,  that  I  entertain 
a  proper  fenfe  of  your  fervent ,  Application  to  God  for  my 
temporal  and  eternal  happmefs. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  fe^Xs  HINGTON. 


Indians  in  North  America. 

THE  laft  accounts,  printed  in  1790,  inform  us,  that 
the  work  of  God  among  the  Indian  natives  of  America  ltul 
goes  forward  under  Mr.  Kirkland;  and  mat  there  is  an¬ 
other  miffionary  among  them,  Mr.  Serjeant,  (whoL  father 
preceded  Mr.  Edwards  in  the  million  at  Stockbrxdge),  who 
has  lately  had  confiderable  fuccefs. 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Convention  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfy hernia ,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reviewing,  and,  if  they  faw  occafion,  alter¬ 
ing  and  amending  the  Conftitution  of  that  State,  com¬ 
menced  at  Philadelphia, ,  the  24th  of  Nov.  1789,  and  ro* 
Sept.  2,  1790,  fine  die.  The  following  is  an  ExtraH  from 

their  Bill  of 'Rights; 

Section  I.  THAT  all  men  are  bom  equally  free  andm- 
dependent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  mdefeafible  rignts» 
among  which  are  thofe  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and 
liberty,  of  acquiring,  poffeffing  and  protecting property 
and  reputation,  and  of  purfuing  their  own  happmeb. 

Sedlion  2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and 
all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  ana 
inilituted^  for  their  peace,  fafety,  and  happmefs.  b  or  the 
advancement  of  thofe  ends,  they  have,  at  all  times,  an  un¬ 
alienable  and  indefeafible  right  to  alter,  reform  or  abohih 
tneir  government,  in  fuch  manner  a»  they  may  t  in  proper. 

Sedtion  2.  That  ail  men  have  a  natural  and  indefealibie 
right  to  worfhip  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  or 
their  own  confciences ;  that  no  man  can,  of  ng  t,  e  com 
pelled  to  attend,  eredt,  or  fupport  any  place  of  woi  ip,  or 
to  maintain  any  miniftry  againft  his  confent ;  that  no  hu- 
ynan  authority  can,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  control  01  alter- 
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fere  with  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  that  no  preference  fhall 
ever  be  given  *oy  law  to  any  religious  eftablilhments  or  modes 
of  worfhip. 

Sedtktfi  4.  that  no  perfon  who  acknowledges  the  being 
ot  a  God,  and  a  future  irate  of  rewards  and  punifhments, 
{hall,  on  account  of  his  religious  fentiments,  be  difqualifieii 
to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trull  or  profit*  under  this 
commonwealth. 


THE  NEW  ASSOCIATION. 

THE  General  Baptifl  churches  are  not  all  properly  united 
in  one  clofe  body,  any  more  than  the  Particulars.  In  the 
year  1770,  the  Rev.  Dan  Taylor  (now  pallor  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Baptift  Church  in  Whitechapel,  London),  with  one  or 
two  more,  and  the  churches  to  which  they  belonged,  fepa- 
rated  from  feme  others,  who  denied  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  the  divinity  and  atonement  of  ChrilV&c.  See.  though 
feveral  who  maintained  thefe  dodtrines  ft  ill  remained  in 
connexion  with  thofe  who  denied  them,  or  at  leaft,  as  it 
was  thought,  explained  them  away.  Hence  feveral  churches 
in  Leiceiterlhire,  united  with  Mr.  Thompfon  of  Bofton, 
Mr.  Brittain  of  London,  Mr.  Dan  Taylor  and  a  few  others, 
la  forming  another  alTociation ;  which,  for  diftindtion’s  fake, 
has  been  fince,  and  is  now  called  <c  The  New  Afiociation  j55 
and  in  the  books  of  the  General  Aftembly,  “  The  Leicefter- 
fhire  AlTociation.5*  The  churches  in  this  union  keep  up  a 
friendly  acquaintance,  in  fome  outward  things,  with  thofe 
from  whom  they  feparated;  but,  in  fome  efiential  matters,  dif- 
claim  any  connection  with  them,  particularly  as  to  changing 
Minifters  and  admiffion  of  Members.  There  is  a  threefold 
diftindtion  of  afiociation  among  the  General  Baptifts.  The 
Kentijb  Afiociation,  the  Lincolnfhire  Afiociation,  in  what  is 
called  the  Old  connection  j  and  the  Leicejlerjhire  or  New 
Afiociation,  with  which  a  number  of  churches  profefs  to 
agree  in  all  efiential  gofpel  truths,  yet  are  not  in  this  nor  in 
any  other  afiociate  connedtion.  The  laft  of  the  three  annu¬ 
ally  print  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract ; 

*  One  of  the  fundamental  difpofitions  guaranteed  by  the  new  eonfti- 
muon  of  France,  is  thus  expfeffed:  That  all  citizens  are  admiffible  to 
places  and  employment^Avnthcut  any  diftindtion,  but  that  of  ability  and 
Virtue. 

“  MINUTES 


NEW  ASSOCIATION, 


*73  . 

«  MINUTES  of  an  AfTodationof  General  Baptists* 
held  at  Caflle-Donnington ,  Leicejlerjkin >  the  5th  and 
6th  days  of  May  1 79°* 

«c  WEDNESDAY  Morning,  Brother  Josh  Taylor  preach* 
ed  from  John  v.  20.  Brother  Scott  in  the  afternoon,  from 
2  Cor.  iv.  7.  In  the  evening  began  buiinefs, 

Chairman ,  Dan  Taylor, 

Moderators ,  William  Thompson,  and  John  TaYLOR* 

Scribes ,  Thomas  Pickering,  and  John  Goddard, 

«  On  Thurfday  evening,  Brother  Dan  Taylor  preached 
from  Phil.  ii.  16.” 

A  fketch  of  the  date  of  each  church  is  given  in  the  affociattoa 
letter,  all  the  focieties  being  placed  alphabetically .  As  this  piac* 
tice  is*  peculiar  to  the  New  Affociation,  and  feems  adapted  to  form 
a  hiftory  of  the  whole  connexion,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  ta 
fome  of  our  readers,  were  we  jull  to  give  a  fpeCiHien  it. 

«  Ashford.  We  have  reafon  to  lament  that  religion  is  too 
low  amongft  us  ;  and  earneftiy  wifti  to  fee  more  true,^  pra6tical> 
and  powerful  godlinefs  among  ourfelves  and  others.  Well  attend¬ 
ed  with  hearers  at  Bradwell ;  and  moderately  at  Wardlow  and 
Alhford.  Have  had  our  ihare  of  troubles  laft  year,  but  arc  very 
harmonious,  and  truff  the  caufe  of  Cttrift  will  ^iouri^h/,  &c. 

«  Barton.  Many  poor  with  refped  to  this  world,  and  labour 
under  other  difcourageipents ;  which  make  it  hard,  but  neceffary, 
to  exercife  faith  and  patience:  We  learn  by  experience,  as  well 
as  from  divine  teftimony,  that  Hr  ait  is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the 

way.” 

Birmingham.  Preaching  three  times  on  the  Lord’s  day;  a 
prayer-meeting  on  IVlonday  evening,  and  a  leftnre  on  "W  edneidaY 
evening.  Preaching  at  Little  Sutton  on  Lord’s  day :  Hearers 
increafe ;  are  pretty  well  united  among  ourfelves ;  fome  members 
lively  and  aftive,  others  too  much' the  rcverfe ;  Hope,  on  the 
whole,  religion  is  upon  the  advance,  £v  C  «  &c.  &c” 

The  fubjefl  of  the  Letter  is  Family  Worship;  in  which 
the  Affociation,  I.  inform  us  what  they  mean  by  family  worfhip} 
II.  endeavour  to  prove  that  it  is  an  incumbent  _  and  indifpenfible 
duty  ;  and,  III.  enforce  a  practical  regard  to  it.  The  letter  is 
iiened  in  behalf  of  the  Affociation,  by 

*  JOHN  TAYLOR, 

The  following  Affociation  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Wif- 
beach,  in  Cambridgefhire,  the  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in 
Eafter  week,  1791*  The  perfons  appointed  to  preach,  were 
S.  Deacon,  ^  r  A,  Auffin, 

B.  Pollard,  £  in  cafe  of  failure  j  J.  Tarr.it, 

D.  Taylor,  3  Pickerings 
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APTIST  COLLEGE, 

PROVIDENCE ,  RHODE-ISLAND. 


ON  Wednesday,  September  the  1st,  was  celebrated  the  An- 
hi versary  Commencement  of  Rhode-Island  College. 

The  procession,  at  half  past  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  moved  in  the 
usual  order  from  the  College-Hall  to  the  Baptist  Meeting  House, 
where  the  following  exercises  were  performed,  after  an  introduc¬ 
tory  prayer  by  the  President 

A  piece  of  music. 

Salutatory  addresses,  with  an  orationj  congratulating  the  State 
of  Rhode-Island  upon  their  accession  to  the  federal  government, 
and  the  completion  of  the  union  of  the  States — By  Peter  Hawes. 

An  English  oration  on  the  bad  effects  of  party  in  a  state — By 
William  Allen. 

A  Greek  oration  on  the  Slave  Trade — By  Jacob  Convers. 

A  forensic  dispute  on  the  question,  Would  mankind  have 
been  more  happy  than  they  now  are,  had  the  earth  spontaneously 
yielded  her  fruits  necessary  for  the  support  of  man  ?—  Between 
Job  Nelson  and  Asa  Messer. 

A  piece  of  Music  performed  on  the  stage  by  the  candidates. 

An  oration  in  the  French  language,  in  praise  of  eloquence — 
By  Benjamin  Hunt  Hall. 

The  second  intermediate  oration — Reflections  on  happiness— 
By  John  Fitch. 

The  first  intermediate  oration — On  the  history  of  commerce 
iand  navigation — By  Mdses  Brown. 

A  piece  of  music  concluded  the  forenoon  exercises. 

The  procession  then  returned  to  the  Chancellor’s  house. 

At  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  they  returned  to  the  Meeting-house. 

After  a  piece  of  music,  an  English  oration  was  pronounced  on 
the  progress  of  man  from  an  uncivilized  to  a  civilized  state,  com¬ 
paring  his  happiness  in  those  different  states — By  Nathaniel 
Drinkwater. 

A  forensic  dispute  on  the  question — Is  that  generally  received 
maxim,  “  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,”  founded  in  truth  ? — Be¬ 
tween  Nehemiah  Shumway  and  Thomas  Cobb. 

M  A  peice 


17 $  the  commencement,  &c. 

Apiece  of  music  performed  on  the  stage  by  several  of  the  can¬ 
didates. 

An  English  oration,  on  the  benefit  of  men  of  genius  to  the 
world  exemplified  particularly  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Franklin,  with 
a  panegyric  upon  that  truly  great  man— By  John  Waldo. 

An  English  oration  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  federal 
University  in  America — By  Oliver  Leonard,  candidate  for  the 
degree  of  Master  in  the  Arts. 

An  English  oration  on  the  importance  of  subjecting  thepassions 
to  the  controulof  reason,  with  the  influence  of  education  in  pro¬ 
ducing  this  effect — By  Abraham  Crouch,  candidate  for  Master's 
Degree. 

■Q  , 

The  Degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the 
following  young  gentlemen,  viz. 

William  Allen,  Jasper  Bendy,  Moses  Brown,  Thomas  Cobb, 
Jacob  Convers,  Joseph  Delano,  Aaron  Draper,  Nathaniel  Drink- 
water, -John  Fitch,  Andrew  Graham,  Benjamin  Hunt  Hall,  Peter 
Hawes,  Elias  Hawes,  Benjamin  Heaton.?  Asa  Messer,  Job  Nel¬ 
son,  Martin  Paris,  Freeman  Perry,  Nehemiah  Shumway,  John 
Waldo,  Phineas  Walker,  Abijah  Whiting. 

And  the  degree  of  Master  in  the  Arts,  on  Ebenezer  Dutch. 
Edmund  Freeman,  Jarius  Hall,  Abner  Alden,  Abraham  Crouch, 
Oliver  Hawes,  Nathaniel”  Lambert,  Oliver  Leonard,  and  Jona¬ 
than  Maxcy,  all  Alumni  of  the  College. 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Homer,  of  Newtown — Rev.  James  Free¬ 
man  of  Boston— Rev.  Josiah  Dana,  of  Barre— and  Samuel  Fales, 
-of  Taunton,  Esq.  Masters  of  Arts  in  Cambridge  University,  were 
admitted  ad  eundtm  in  this  college. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  on 
Samuel  Whelpley,  jun.  of  Stockbridge — on  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Andros,  of  Berkley— and  on  Mr.  Henry  Stuber,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  was  conferred  on  the  Rev, 
Samuel  Hopkins,  of  Newport,  and  on  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dean, of 
Portland. 

The  Hon.  David  Cobb,  of  Taunton,  Esq.  Master  of  Arts  in 
Cambridge  University,  was  admitted  ad  eundem  in  this  College. 

And  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  George 
Washington,*-  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Then  followed  a  short  charge  by  the  President  to  the  Bachelors 
of  Arts.  . 

*  In  a  conversation  between  several  friendly  Gentlemen,  some  time  since, 
which  turned  chiefly  on  the  confinement  of  Lewis  the  littlt,  who,  like  an  ab¬ 
solute  sovereign,  had  said  to  five  and  twenty  millions  of  people,  I - ’will 

be  obeyed,  contrasted  with  the  popularity  of  Washington  the  GREAT 
— -ir  was  mentioned,  that  the  Baptist  College  in  Rhode  Island  had  con¬ 
ferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  on  rve  President  of  the  United  States?  . 
while  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  mind,  ^hat  this  distinguished  character 
18  the  history  of  man,  would  prefer  the  laurels  of  a  College  to  a  crowa 
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This  was  succeeded  by  an  oration  on  the  pleasures  of  the  fine 
aits,  and  importance  of  making  them  a  branch  of  study,  with 
the  valedictions  of  the  class — By  Abijah  Whiting. 

A  prayer  by  the  President  concluded  the  exercises  of  the  day. 

The  young  gentlemen  performed  their  several  parts  much  to 
the  honour  of  themselves,  and  those  who  have  had  the  care  of 
their  education,  and  to  the  general  admiration  of  crouded  and 
brilliant  audiences  in  both  parts  of  the  day. — The  concourse  of 
Ladles  and  Gentlemen  from  other  towns  far  exceeded  any  thing 
of  the  kind  ever  seen  here;  and  their  polite  attention  on  the  oc¬ 
casion  did  honour  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  this  rising  seminary. 

The  Corporation  of  the  College  elected  the  Rev.  William 
Patten,  of  Newport,  and  Col.  Samuel  Ward,  of  the  town, 
to  the  place  of  Trustees,  and  they  took  their  seats  accordingly. — . 
David  Howell,  Esq;  was  elected  Professor  of  Law  in  the  Col¬ 
lege.  . 

of  despotism,  one  of  the  company,  it  is  said  quite  impromptu,  gave  vent  to 
the  feelings  of  his  heart,  in  the  following  effusion: 

When  kings  are  mere*  sovereigns,  or  tyrants,  or  tools, 

No  Wonder  the  people  should  treat  them  as  fools ; 

But  Washington  therefore  presides  with  applause, 
Because  he  well  merits  the  doctor  of  laws. 

I'll  ne'er  be  a  ruler  till  I'm  L.  L.  D. 

Nor  England,  nor  Scotland,  shall  send  it  to  me, 

I'll  have  my  diploma  from  Providence  Hall, 

For  Washington  had— or  I'll  have  none  at  all, 

*  He  said  mere  sovereigns. 


MINUTE  S* 

OF  A 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

Held  at  Wisbeack ,  Cambridgeshire,  179L 
The  27th,  and  28th,  of  April. 

V  T¥7EDNESDAY  Morning  Brother  Benjamin  Pollard 
VV  preached  from  Col.  i.  2 7?  28.  Brother  Dan  Taylor 
in  the  afternoon,  from  Acts  xxvi.  18. 

“  On  Thursday  evening,  Brother  John  Taylor  preached 
from  Job  xvii.  9. 

f‘  Wednesday  evening,  began  business. 

*  The  Minutes  are  abridged,  the  Letter  is  entire. 
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Chairman,  Dan  Taylor. 

.  Moderators,  John. Taylor,  and  John  Deacon. 

Scribes ,  Thos.  Ewen,  and  John  Clare.” 

The  list  of  churches  is  the  same  as  that  given  in  the  Register, 
pp.  1 74, 175.  except  Harbury ,  in  Warwickshire,  which  is  omitted 
this  year.  The  31  Churches,  consist  of  2748  members. 

“  The  next  Association  to  be  held  at  Halifax,  in  Yorkshire,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  May  1792. 

u  Persons  who  attend  may  be  accommodated  at  the  Talbot  Inn. 

tl  The  persons  appointed  to  preach  are, 

R.  Smith,  1  *|  J.  Freeston. 

D.  Taylor,  >  in  Case  of  failure  >JV.  Thom?sox. 

B.  Pollard,}  J  T.  Pickering. 

LETTER  to  the  CHURCHES.  I 

■- 

THE  Pastors,  Ministers,  and  other  Representatives  to 
those  Churches  on  whose  account  we  assemble,  and 
for  whose  eternal  welfare  we  labour  and  pray. 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren ! 

WE  are  permitted,  iri  the  course  of  Divine  Providence, 
once  more  to  meet  together  in  your  behalf ;  we,  therefore, 
as  another  token  of  our  regard  for  you,  address  you  on  the 
important  concerns  of  that  high  and  noble  calling  where¬ 
with  you  are  called  of  God. 

From  the  regard  we  have  for  your  welfare,  we  earnestly 
entreat,  that  at  all  times,  and  in  every  situation  of  life,  you 
remember  that  you  are  set  as  lights  in  the  world.  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men ,  that  they  may  see  your  works ,  arid 
glorify  your  Father  zohich  is  in  heaven. 

Should  you  enquire  how  this  may  be  done;  one  rule 
which  we  venture  to  recommend  is,  as  much  aslieth  in  you 
live  peaceably  zvith  all  men. 

With  the'  people  of  the  world  among  whom  you  live, 
let  your  meekness,  prudence,  justice,  and  love,  be  such  as 
may  obtain  and  preserve  in  you,  that  important  character 
of  walking  honourably  toward  them  that  are  without ,  that 
you  may  have  a  good  conscience;  so  that,  if  some  shall, 
through  ignorance  or  prejudice,  speak  evil  of  you  as  evil 
doers,  they  may  (when  your  uprightness  is  manifested),  be  a- 
shamed,  having  falsely  accused  your  good  conversation  in 
Christ,  Let  your  love  to  your  carnal  neighbours  be  seen  by  a 
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readiness  to  do  them  all  the  good  in  your  power, hut  especial¬ 
ly  in  those  things  which  may  have  a  tendency,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  to  bring  their  souls  to  God  throughChrist:  but,do  not, 
on  any  account  whatever,  carry  your  love  so  far  as  to  sin  a- 
gainst  God  to  please  them ;  this  can  never  do  any  good  to  their 
souls.  And,  be  upon  your  guard  against  every  imprudent 
compliance  with  the  conduct  and  conversation  of  the  world; 
Which,  if  it  be  not  strictly  sinful,  yet,  is  dishonourable  to 
the  Christian,  and  may  lead  to  sin  and  death  in  the  end. 

Labour  to  five  peaceably  with  Christians  of  other  deno¬ 
minations.  @hun  that  narrow,  bigoted  principle, which  pre¬ 
vents  some  from  either  thinking,  speaking,  or  hoping  well 
of  those,  who  do  not  believe  and  practise,  just  according 
to  their  views  of  what  is  right  and  scriptural,  in  matters  of 
religion.  Dare  we  say  that  we  are  right  in  every  thing? 
That  we  understand,  and  obey  every  Scripture,  exactly 
according  to  the  design  of  its  divine  Author  ?  Such  con¬ 
fidence  would  not  become  us.  Shall  we  then  presume  to 
say,  that  professors  of  other  denominations  are  right  in 
nothing  ?  God  forbid.  Let  us  rather  exercise  more  of  that 
charity  which  hopeth  all  things ,  fyc. 

Farther.  Allowing  that  zee  are  right,  and  others  are 
wrong;  consider  whether  the  matter  in  which  we  differ  be, 
what  Scripture  has  made,  essential  to  salvation.  And,  while 
we  wish  you  in  love,  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints;  we  beseech  you  to  study  to  propor¬ 
tion  your  zeal,  according  to  the  importance  of  that  for 
which  you  contend ;  as  it  has  often  been  the  case,  that 
very  hurtful  disputes  on  religious  subjects  have  been  raised, 
about  matters  of  comparatively  small  moment. 

Again,  Admitting  our  Christian  neighbours  to  be  in 
errors;  are  railing,  bitterness,  and  evil  speaking,  adapted 
to  convince  and  restore  them?  Certainly  not.  But,  they  v 
are  certainly  adapted  to  hurt  your  own  characters,  your  own 
gouls,  and  the  cause  of  your  God.  It  is  not  to  be  expressed, 
or  conceived,  what  mischief  has  been  done  to  religion,  by 
that  railing  and  bitterness  which  have  been  manifested  to¬ 
wards  one  another;  and,  sometimes,  only  through  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  judgment  about  a  mere  sentiment,  or  opinion. 
But  love,  candour,  and  kindness,  can  do  no  harm.  These 
are  good  in  themselves :  every  one  must  commend  them* 
„With  this  spirit,  you  may  converse  with  those  who  differ 
from  you  in  judgment.  This  spirit  can  hardly  fail  to  be 
useful ;  and,  efforts  made  under  the  influence  of  such  a 
frame  of  mind,  (if  they  do  not  alter  the  judgment,)  will 
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be  most  likely  to  beget  mutual  love,  which  is  a  good  evi¬ 
dence  of  genuine  Christianity.  Here,  brethren,  your  zeal, 
your  knowledge,  and  your  usefulness,  will  appear ;  you, 
and  Christians  of  other  denominations,  will  be  advantaged; 
God  and  his  cause  will  be  honoured ;  and  the  enemy  of 
souls  disappointed.  In  a  word,  we  beseech  you  to  manifest 
by  your  behaviour,  that  you  wish  grace  and  peace  to  all 
them  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity. 

If  a  want  of  love  to  Christians  of  other  denominations  he 
wrong;  if  wantoflove  to  your  carnal  neighbours  be  wrong; 
how  bad  it  must  be  to  be  defective  in  love  among  yourselves  ! 
What!  Christians  of  the  same  church  ;  go  in  and  out  to¬ 
gether;  meet  at  the  table  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  if  it  should 
ever  be  seen  among  your  selves  ;  and  especially  if  it  should 
ever  be  discovered  by  the  world,  that  you  do  not  love  as 
brethren:  how  hurtful  will  this  be !  Oh,  brethren!  Watch 
and  pray  against  every  thing  that  may  have  a  tendency 
to  cool  your  love  towards  one  another. 

Be  careful  not  to  do  any  thing  that  may  have  a  tendency 
to  hurt  the  mind  of  any  other  Christian.  Though  it  may 
be  a  thing  indifferent  to  you,  and  what  you  have  a  right  to 
do  if  you  please;  yet,  if  you  know  that  this  would  hurt  the 
mind  of  any  of  your  brethren,  it  is  not  consistent  with 
Christian  charity  to  persist  in  that  indifferent  thing,  in  such 
a  case.  On  the  other  hand,  take  care,  brethren,  that  you 
be  not  offended  at  every  little  thing  that  may  not  just  suit 
your  own  inclinations.  If  the  thing  be  sinful,  treat  it  as 
such.  If  a  thing  of  an  indifferent  nature,  learn  to  be  so  in¬ 
different  about  it  as  not  to  be  offended  with  it :  because, 
this  would  prove  you  more  guilty  than  the  person  of  whom 
you  complain;  and  wrould  give  him  more  cause  to  be 
.  Tended  with  you,  than  you  had  with  him.  And  thus,  by 
little  things,  little' minds  are  greatly  hurt,  love  is  diminish¬ 
ed,  Aniffiosity  enkindled,  and  contention  takes  place, 
which  the  sower  of  discord  among  brethren  will  endeavour 
to  perpetuate  *  and,  where  it  will  end,  and  what  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  its  mischief  may  be,  God  only  knows  ! 

To  conclude.  We  press  it  upon  you  to  cultivate/mT/# 
charity  among  yourselves;  for  charity  shall  cover  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  sins.  Put  on  charity ,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfect¬ 
ness.  And  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify  you  wholly;  and 
we  pray  God  your  whole  spirit,  arf  soul,  and  body,  be  pre¬ 
served  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 4 

In  behalf  of  the  Association, 

B.  POLLARD. 
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Minutes,  Extracts,  fyc.  of  the  Circular  Letters 

of 

THE  THREE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS, 

In  the  Principality  of  WALES , 

In  the  Year  1 79L 


MINUTES  of  the  south-east  Association,  held  at  Hengoed  in 
South  Wales,  on  May  the  31st,  and  the  two  following 
days;  179  k- 

Tuesday,  met  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  Morgan  Rees  introduced 
the  solemnity  by  reading  a  portion  of  the  word  of  God.  Brother 
Geo.  Watkins  prayed.  Then  the  Letters  from  the  churches  were 
read,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  those  in  the  connection,  in  the  ge¬ 
neral,  enjoyed  peace  and  union  among  themselves  ;  though  there 
were  some  sorrowful  tidings  intermingled  with  many  comfortable 
ones — some  persons  backsliding,  and  others  too  negligent,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  exertions  of  their  ministers. — Pcn-y-garn  church 
complained  that  their  Minister  was  about  to  leave  them.— Brother 
Thomas  Morris  is  settled  at  Tuoyngwyn ,  where  they  never  had  a 
settled  pastor  before,  though  the  church  is  of  near  ten  years  stand¬ 
ing.— The  church  at  Dolau  much  lament  the  loss  of  their  Minister 
by  death,  our  much  respected  brother,  David  Evans,  chosen  and 
appointed  to  preach  at  this  Association,— Brother  David  Oliver 
is  set  apart  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  church  at  Y  strad- 
dafodog,  where  they  never  had  a  settled  Minister  before.— Agree¬ 
able  accounts  were,  that  the  ministry  was  successful ;  that  many 
are  added  to  the  churches,  who  are  diligent  to  keep  their  places 
on  Lord’s  days  and  week-clays.  This  should  reprove  and  reform 
the  careless  and  negligent. — After  singing  praise,  Brother  John 
Richards  preached  from  Rev.  xiv.  6.  and  Brother  John  Jones,  from 
Cant.  viii.  5.  and  concluded  the  whole  by  prayer.  There  was  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  the  Lord  was  present  in  the  quickening  influ¬ 
ences  of  his  Spirit. - Adjourned  to  nine  next  morning. 

Wednesday,  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Brethren, 
David  Powell,  William  Jones,  and  David  Oliver  prayed.  Brother 
Morgan  Evans  preached  from  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  and  Brother  Thomas 
Thomas,  of  London,  in  English,  from  1  Thess.  i.  10.  He  also 
prayed,  and  Brother  R.  H.  concluded  the  service  by  prayer.- — — 
Adjourned  for  about  two  hours.— 

Met  according  to  appointment.  Brother  Josiah  Evans  prayed, 

then  Brother  James  Lewis  preached  from  Zeph.  iii.  17  •  anc* 
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Brother  Timothy  Thomas  from  Luke  x.  20.  Brother  William 
Jenkins  prayed  and  dismissed  the  multitude.  The  assembly  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  eminently  under  the  Divine  blessing.—- — Adjourned 
to  ten  next  morning. 

Thursday,-  met  according  to  appointment.  The  Brethren, 
Charles  Jenkins,  Miles  Edwards,  and  Morris  Jones,  prayed  ;  the 
circular  letter  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  tp  be  pripted.— — 
Then  agreed, 

To  receive  the  church  at  Merthyr-tydfil  into  the  connection. 

To  advise  and  encourage  the  churches  to  set  up  a  fund  amongst 
themselves,  for  the  purpose  of  building  meeting-houses,  &c.  to 
which  every  member  should  conscientiously  contribute  as  God 
hath  prospered  him . 

That  the  churches  should  keep  a  meeting  of  humiliation  and 
thanksgiving  on  account  of  church  and  state,  on  Wednesday 
month  after  the  Association. 

To  hold  the  next  Association  at  Bethesda ,  Monmouthshire,  the 
first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June,  next  year.  Brother 
Timothy  Thomas  to  preach  ;  or,  in  case  of  failure,  Brother  David 
Evans  of  Maes-y-berllan.  The  letters  to  be  read  Wednesday  af¬ 
ternoon.  Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

MORGAN  EVANS, 

Since  the  last  Association. 


Baptized 

159 

Restored 

7 

Received  by  Letter 

l 

—  1 67 

Dead  -  -  -  , 

24 

Excluded 

17 

- — -41 

Increase 

126 

OBSERVATIONS. 

THIS  convention  consists  of  20  churches,  Merthyr- 
tydfil  included. 

"  The  circular  letter  contains  an  affectionate  exhortation, 
relative  to  doctrine,  conduct,  and  discipline;  to  integrity, 
holiness  of  life,  genuine  repentance,  and  a  resolute  choice 
of  God  and  his  ways,  through  all  dispensations  of  Provi¬ 
dence;  taking  heed  to  the  things  pertaining  tp  his  glory, 
acting  from  the  heart  for  Christ  and  his  cause,  in  the 
church  and  in  the  world;  depending  upon  divine  promises 
through  the  Redeemer,  without  fears  or  doubts;  with  ani¬ 
mating  directions  to  adorn  the  gospel  through  life. 
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Mr  David  Evans,  the  Pastor  at  Dolau,  in  Radnorshire, 
was  originally  a  member  of  Cilfowyr  church ;  in  which  he 
was  cafled  to  exercise  his  gifts  about  1763.  His  talents  . 
appeared  promising  for  the  ministry.  Dolau  church  being 
destitute  in  1768,  invited  several  supplies,  and  among  t  hem 
some  young  men  at  liberty,  one  ot  whom  was  Mr.  D.  E. 
The  church  then  was  of  about  120  years  standing,  or  more, 
yet  it  does  not  appear,  that  ever  they  were  obliged  before 
'this  time,  to  look  out  of  their  own  church  for  a  Minister; 
their  teachers  had  been  happily  raised  up  among  them¬ 
selves.  In  1771,  they  chose  Mr.D.E.  and  invited  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  Ministerial  care  ofthem;  which  he  accepted,  an 
was  regularly  and  comfortably  settled  at  Dolau _that  yea i. 

For  some  time  before  his  settlement  the  chuich  had  been 
very  uncomfortable.  In  1772  no  person  was  added  and 
but  one  next  year,  though  he  was  zealous  and  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  the  ministry.  But  it  does  not  appear  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Associations  that  he  was  any  one  year  after,  duiing 
his  life,  without  some  additions.  The  increase  was  greater 
about  1783,  than  before.  The  additmns  to  the  church  in 
the  four  last  years  of  his  lae,  stand  thus,  1 1  9  . 

His  great  ambition  was  to  spend  and  be  spent  m  the  service 
of  dbrist  and  immortal  souls.  He  had  a  very  large  field 
of  operation  in  his  own  church;  a  number  of  places  to 
preach  at  on  Lord’s  days  and  weekdays;  and  general  y 

^  Dr  ^Thomas  Llewelyn  wrote  Mr,  Thomas,  of  Leominster, 
a  letter,  dated  30th  March,  1776,  informing  him,  that  he 
wished  to  encourage  a  kind  of  a  mission  into  North  Wa  es, 
and  said  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Williams  of  Cardigan,  and 
some  others  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Thomas,  being  intimate 
with  Mr.  David  Evans,  wrote  to  him,  wishing  him  to  make 
some  attempts  northward,  being  confident  of  his  various 
•rood  qualifications  for  the  work;  whilst  his  situation  being 
nearerto  the  northward  than  most  oithe  southern  ministers, 
rendered  it  the  more  desirable  to  engage  him  In  i  y 
6„ing  he  made  a  short  tour,  and  brought  his  ltport  to  tiie 
Welsh  Association  in  June.  His .account was 
and  he  expressed  his  readiness  tor  one,  to  bear  Ins  pail  in 
the  mission;  to  this  he  was  encouraged  by  Dr.  Llewelyn  In 
Wusthetook  Mr.  Morgan  Evans  with  him,  and  they  made 
along  tour  through  the  counties  ot  Merioneth,  Camaivon, 
Anglesea,  and  Denbigh,  proceeding  as  tar  as  Holyhead.  In 
'  the  interim,  Mr.  Williams  was  providing  others  to  follow. 

The  two  first  were  able  to  give  many  directions  to  the  next, 
*  and 
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and  these  again  to  such  as  followed.  Mr.  Williams  very 
cordially  encouraged  the  plan,  and  was,  in  several  respects 
a  principal  in  the  execution  of  it.  By  one  means  and 
another,  a  considerable  number  of  ministers  of  different 
talents,  went  that  way  in  rotation,  for  about  three  years* 
and  their  labour  was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Mr,  D.  E* 
kept  his  turn  among  them :  but  there  were  none  baptized  in 
that  country  till  April,  1779.  Mr.  D.  E.  baptized  the  two 
first,  in  a  river  in  the  isle  of  Anglesea,  before  a  multitude 
of  spectators.  Having  then  a  proper  opportunity  of  speak¬ 
ing  on  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  a  strange  topick  in  those 
parts  before,  he  gratified  his  wish  by  preaching  on  the  pro¬ 
per  subjects  and  mode  of  this  institution,  according  to  the 
Hew  Testament.  The  consequence  was,  that  ten  more 
were  baptised  in  June,  by  another  missionary,  in  the  same 
yiver;  and  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  three  more;  and 
that  day  these  fifteen  were  formed  into  a  church,  and  had 
the  Lord’s  Supper  administered  to  them.  Two  ordained 
Ministers  were  administrators  here,  Mr.  David  Jones,  then 
of  Pen-y-garn,  Monmouthshire,  and  Mr.  S.  Davis  of  Car¬ 
marthen.  Mr.  D.  E.  continued  during  life,  to  do  all  in  his 
power  every  way,  to  assist  in  the  north,  and  met  with  good 
acceptance  and  success.  In  a  word,  he  so  travelled  at  home 
and  abroad,  through  all  weathers,  in  rain  and  snow,  by 
night  and  day,  in  rough  and  dangerous  roads,  to  publish 
the  Word,  that  he  wore  out  his  constitution  and  strength; 
and  by  several  fits  of  illness  was  brought  nigh  unto  death! 
His  great  and  prevailing  aim  was,  to  preach  the  Gospel  in 
dark  places,  among  the  ignorant,  where  the  people  had 
no  opportunity  to  hear  the  word,  or  were  not  inclined  to 
it.  His  expression  was,  X  am  for  breaking  up  newground 
still/’  At  the  Association  at  Dolau  in  1790,  he  was  verv 
feeble,  not  quite  recovered  of  a  late  illness.  He  was  then 
appointed  to  preach  at  the  new-formed  Association  at 
Hengoed  in  1791-  But  his  work  was  nearly  finished,  and 
the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand;  his  great  and  good 
Master  called  him  to  rest  from  all  his  labours ;  and  no 
doubt  he  met  with  a  Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful 

servant  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

This  truly  useful  man  was  buried  by  the  Dolau  Meetirm 
House.  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  says,  that  “  he  de- 
pai  ied  tms  lire  October  the  14th,  1790,  in  /he  50th  year  of 
pis  age,”  having  been  “  laborious  and  successful  in  the 
ministry/’  at  Dolau,  “  for  near  19  years.” 


MINUTES 


t 


SOUTH  WEST,  1791  • 


187 


MINUTES  of  the  South-west  Association  held  at  Swansea , 

"  Back-lane,  on  the' 7  th  of  June,  and  the  two  following  days, 

1791. 

Tuesday  afternoon  met.  The  Brethren  3.  Jones  an(*  Da™* 
Evans,  introduced  the  solemnity  by  prayer.  The  letters  from  the 
churches  were  read;  which  stated,  that  they  were  mostly  m  har¬ 
mony  and  peace  among  themselves;  their  souls  fed,  the  Lord  be  g 
among  them;  ministerial  gifts  increasing,  and  numbers  added  ; 
but  vet  two  of  the  churches  had  not  enjoyed  any  addition.  I  hey 
also  expressed  some  complaints  of  lukewarmness,  ^gl.gence,  and 
unbecoming  conduct,  which  naturally  follow  eaf10tl“V 
Ministers  ordained  at  Ciltbwyr,  to  assist  the  aged  Pastor  m  that 
extensive  church.  Some  churches  were  as  sheep  without  Shep¬ 
herds.  Not  only  the  bereaved  church  at  Dark-gate,  Carma 
then,  but  the  Association  in  general,  and  great  numbers  be¬ 
sides,  lament  the  death  of  the  highly-respected  Brother  David 
Morris— Brother  D.  Davis  prayed- - Adjourned  foi  a  shoit 

W  Met  a  vain,  Brother  Gabriel  Rees  prayed,  and  Brother  H. 
David  preached  from  1  Pet.  i.  9-  and  concluded  the  public  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  day  in  prayer— -.Adjourned  to  ten  next 

Wednesday,  met  .according  to  adjournment.  The  Brethren 
James  Lewis  and  Morgan  Evans  prayed :  Brother  W.  Williams 
preached,  in  Welsh,  from  Luke  xvi.  31.  Then  Brother  Thomas 
Thomas  of  London,  in  English,  from  Rom.  v.  5.  and  concluded 

the  morning  exercise.- — Adjourned  for  about  two  hours. 

Met  avahi ;  the  Brethren  W.  Thomas  of  Moleston,  and  Mor¬ 
gan  Rees°  of  Pcn-y-gam,  prayed,  and  brother  Benjamin  Davis, 

preached  in  E nglish,  from  Acts  xvu.  81.  And  alter  him  Bro¬ 
ther  J.  Reynolds,  in  Welsh,  from  Acts.  v.  42.  Then  Broth. 
Timothy  Thomas  concluded  the  public  work  of  the  day,  by  re¬ 
turning  thanks  for  the  Divine  presence,  and  requesting  a  blessing 

to  crown  the  whole  service. - Adjourned  to  nine  next  morning. 

Thursday  met  accordingly.  The  Brethren  Jos.ah  Evans  and 
Z.  Thomas,  prayed.  The  circular  Letter,  drawn  up  by  Brother 
J.  Morris,  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.--  gret  , 
That  the  church  at  Swansea,  Back-lane,  he  permitted  to  soi  ,it 
the  churches,  and  receive  their  kind  assistance  towards  defraying 
the  expellees  of  erecting  their  Meeting-house. 

That  the  churches  observe  Wednesday  month,  or  as  nea 
it  as  may  suit,  for  humiliation  and  thanksgiving. 

The  next  Association  to  be  held  at  Moleston,  the  second  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  in  June,  Brother  Morgan  Rees  to  pres  , 
or,  in  case  of  failure  Brother  J.  Reynolds  It  is  desired  that  the 
letters  from  the  churches  may  be  m  English-- The  whole  solem 
pity  was  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  G .  Rees.  • 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

~  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Baptized 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  churches  in  the  South-west  Association  are  17.  The 
.Engine  church,  which  has  been  but  a  few  years  in  this 
connection,  chose  to  withdraw. 

The  circular  letter  is  an  affectionate  address  to  the 
churches,  advising  them  to  recollect  their  wretched  state 
by  nature ;  the  amazing  love  of  Christ  in  redeeming  them : 
his  care  of  them  through  all  dangers ;  and  yet,  that  God, 
y  his  constant  care,  designed  not  his  people  to  be  indo- 
lent;  but  that  their  works  should  shine  before  men,  &c, 
1  his  is  a  specimen — “  Remember  your  covenant,  to  keep 
ec  y°m  P'aces  ln  the  house  of  God;  you  have  vowed,  per- 
„  t0™  your  vows;  he  shines  on  his  family;  they  partake 
f(  * ie  *atted  calf;  none  of  the  many  you  see  lean  and 
((  1 .  "favoured,  are  so,  on  account  of  any  scarcity  of  pro- 
„  vls,IOI{  m  hls  church,  but  because  of  their  fulness  of  car¬ 
nal  pleasures ;  a  name  to  live  contents  them  ;  they  have 
a  lamp,  but  no  oil;  the  form  of  godliness,  but  deny  the 
power  of  it. — 1  here  is  reason  to  fear,  that  those  whq 
tlnive  not,  came  not  in  by  the  door,  but  another  way. — 
«(  t>  \er^  zea^0us  f°r  the  holiness  of  our  Father’s  house, 
„  sI(?w  to  wra^h,  and  let  him  that  is  soon  angry  learn, 
u  T^°m  ^1S  feelings,  to  beware  of  offending  another. 
t(  not  ;  it  ye  entertain  envy,  you  indulge  that  which 

„  may  harm  your  brethren,  but  may  be  death  to  your¬ 
selves.  —It  is  a  good  letter  upon  privilege  and  duty. 

promise  and  precept,  loss  and  gain.  J 

Mr  David  Morris  was  originally  a  member  ofthechurch 
at  Lilfowyr,  and  by  that  people  called  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  He  went  to  the  North  in  1784,  and  laboured  for 
some  pme  m  that  large  and  populous  track  of  land,  from 
the  border  of  Merionethshire,  along  the  sea-shore,  near, 
or  quite  to  the  point  of  the  South-west  promontory  of  Car¬ 
narvonshire.  His  ministry  there  was  uncommonly  success- 
tuL  ln  hts  time,  there  were  three  Meeting-houses  built,  at 
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a  proper  distance  from  each  other,  and  he  was  exceeding¬ 
ly  active  and  successful,  in  getting  the  country  to  assist ; 
some  with  their  cattle  to  bring  materials,  others  to  work, 
as  well  as  in  collecting  money,  to  defray  unavoidhble  ex¬ 
pellees,  of  those  who  were  in  affluent  circumstances.  He 
Was  so  affable  and  winning,  so  meek,  and  j  et  so  zealous 
in  his  Master's  work  every  way,  that  he  was  amazingly  be¬ 
loved.  But,  by  some  means  or  other,  he  was  peisuaded  to 
quit  the  place  where  he  had  been  owned  for  good  to  so 
many— to  the  inexpressible  sorrow  of  great  numbers  in 
that  country,  who  wished  him  to  settle  with  them.  He  re¬ 
moved  to  Carmarthen  church,  where  he  Was  ordained  to 
assist  their  aged  pastor.  His  delight  was  to  form  plans  of 
usefulness  ;  but  he  suddenly  finished  his  course  a  few  days 
before  the  above  Association.  He  had  designed  to  pay  a 
friendly  visit  to  the  North  soon;  but  the  churches  are  to 
see  his  face  no  more.  He  departed  in  the  prime  of  life, 
health,  &c. 


MINUTES  of  the  Association,  held  at  Salem  in  Denbigh¬ 
shire,  North  Wales,  5th  July,  and  the  two  following 
days,  179E 

Tuesday,  met  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  J.  Jones 
introduced  the  solemnity  by  prayer;  and  brother  T.  Morris 
preached  from  John  xiv.  18.  Then  the  letters  to  the  Association 
were  read,  in  which  the  churches  appeared  to  have  a  mixture  of 
joy  and  sorrow.  Hope  of  ministerial  gifts  in  some  places.  Threef 
churches  were  without  settled  ministers,  wished  help  from  the 
south  as  formerly.  Brother  John  Williams  Js  settled  Pastor  at 
Horeb.  The  work  of  the  day  was  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother 
O.  Hughes. - Adjourned  to  nine  next  morning. 

Wednesday,  met  accordingly.  The  Brethren  J.  Jones  and  Dan. 
Davis  prayed;  then  Brother  Z.  Thomas  preached  from  Gal.  i.  10. 
in  Welsh;  and  Brother  Jenkins  Davis  in  English  and  Welsh ,  from 
Acts  xiii.  34.  and  prayed. - Adjourned  for  about  two  hours. 

Met  again.  Brother  H.  Rees  prayed,  and  Brother  Christmas 
Evans  preached  from  Ps.  li.  11.  and  brother  D.  Jones  fiorn  Jer. 
iii.  19.  these  two  in  Welsh;  and  Brother  Joshua  Thomas  of 
Leominster  in  English  and  Welsh,  from  Jer.  iii.  15.  and  concluded 
the  work  of  the  day  in  prayer.  Adjourned  to  next  morning. 

Thursday,  met  between  nine  and  ten.  Brother  R.  Michael 
prayed,  and  the  circular  letter,  •  drawn  up  by  Brother  Joshua 
Thomas,  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Some  necessary  articles  were  considered  and  debated,  but  only 
the  following  inserted  in. the  letter. 

The  church  at  Ebenezcr,  Anglesea,  is  permitted  to  send  a  mes¬ 
senger 
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senger  to  the  churches,  to  request  and  receive  assitance,  towards 
defraying  the  expences  of  a  meeting-house  at  Amlwch. 

That  Wednesday  month  be  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  and 
thanksgiving. 

The  next  Association  to  be  at  Nevin,  Carnarvonshire,  the  last 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June.  Brother  Timothy  Thomas 
to  preach,  or,  in  case  of  failure,  Brother  John  Reynolds.  The 

letters  to  be  read  Tuesday  afternoon,- - Brother  Nicholas  Lewis 

closed  the  whole  solemnity  by  prayer. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

ZACHARIAS  THOMAS, 
Baptized  -  -  57 

Restored  -  -  4 

— 6l 

Dead  -  -  -  10 

Excluded  -  -  28 

—  .38 

"  Increase  -  23 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  this  convention  there  are  9  churches,  of  which  7  are 
the  fruit  of  the  mission,  mentioned  m  page  186,  above,  and 
Aberystwith,  which  makes  eight:  this  church  joined  the 
south-zccst  connection,  as  beingmore  conveniently  situated. 

The  design  of  this  circular  letter  is,  to  remind  the 
young  churches  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  country 
fifteen  years  back,  and  the  happy  consequences  of  what 
was  then  only  thought  of,  and  wished  for.  It  contains  the 
following  passage. 

“  We  readily  acknowledge  that  many  Ministers  both  of 
theEstablishment  and  among  theDissenters,  have  exerted 
themselves  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  NorthWales,  for  nigh 
fi  forty  years  before  1776,  more  than  in  former  times,  and 
s'  success  attended  their  good  designs:  yet  there  was  then, 
*fand  there  is  still,  a  large  harvest  in  the  country,  and 
<(  great  need  of  faithful  labourers  to  spread  and  publish 
£C  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  with  a  view  to  the  salvation  of 
<(  precious  souls.  It  would  be  very  happy  for  the  ministers- 
(C  of  the  word,  of  every  ,  name,  to  strive  together  for  the 
(( faith  of  the  Gospel  through  all  this  country ;  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  in  many  places  being  very  thoughtless  about  their 
salvation,  and  the  inheritance  in  reserve  for  the  chil- 
ffdren  of  God.  It  would  he  well  for  the  resident  mi- 
(C  nisters,  and  others  who  may  come  in  the  course  of 
i(  Divine  Providence,  to  double  their  diligence  in  preach- 
ffing  the  word  of  life;  to  be  instant  in  season  amd 
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«  out  of  season,  waiting  for  the  blessing  from  heaven  on 
(( their  labour  of  love,  to  exalt  Christ  and  save  souls. 

The  young  churches  are  exhorted,  directed,  encouraged, 
warned,  and  addressed  with  motives  to  wait  on  the  Lord  in 
the  way  of  duty,  so  as  to  adorn  the  profession  they  have  made. 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

UPON  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  three  ASSOCIATIONS, 

Increase  in  the  South  East  Association  126 

In  the  South  West  ditto  71  h 

In  the  Northern  ditto  23 

Total  increase  220 

At  each  of  the  three  Associations  they  sang  praises  often,  at 

proper  intervals.  .  ,  ,  . 

It  is  an  ancient  invariable  rule  in  the  Principality,  that  the 
minister  who  preaches  first  on  Wednesday  shall  be  the  Moderator. 

The  Associations  have  never  yet  chosen  a  clerk.  Since  the 
letters  have  been  printed,  the  person  who  corrects  the  pi  ess, 
generally  writes  the  minutes.  Brother  Timothy  Thomas  had  that 
care  upon  him  till  he  died  ;  and  afterwards  it  fell  chiefly  upon 
his  Brother  Z.  Thomas.  It  is  common  for  individuals  to  write 

minutes  for  their  own  use,  • 

It  is  very  rare  for  a  church  in  J  Vales  to  omit  sending  a  letter 

and  messenger  to  the  Association. 

Formerly  the  letter  was  signed  by  the  Moderator,  and  not  the 
brcviatcs.  It  continued  mostly  so  till  1780.  Then,  for  some 
reasons,  it  was  judged  necessary  for  him  to  sign  the  breviates  also. 

Thus  it  continues.  . 

The  numbers  are  cast  up  and  compared  out  of  the  minutes  by 

the  person  who  prints  the  letter.  This  is  a  kind  ci  addition  to 

tH  There \vas  a  motion  made  last  year  for  re-printing  in  Welsh 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  recommended  by  the  London  Assembly 
in  1689.  This  year  the  Messengers  at  each  Association,  gave  in 
the  numbers  they  were  willing  to  take,  which  stand  thus.— As¬ 
sociation  at  ILengoed,  528;  at  Swansea,  240  ;  at  Salem,  3  4. 

As  the  south-east  and  south-west  Associations  happened  to  be 
near,  regarding  place  and  time,  many  of  the  same  Ministers  an 
people  attended  both.  But  next  year  the  distance  will  be  very 
considerable.  Some  of  the  southern  Ministers  also  attended  in 
the  north,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  the  case  annually. 

In  the  Principality  they  cannot  meet  before  breakfast,  they 
lodge  so  wide  about  in  country  places,  even  when  they  appen  to 

meet  in  a  town,  which  is  but  very  rarely. 

N.  B.  The  above  minutes  and  extracts  are  not  all  literal  transla- 
tions. — The  observations  and  remarks  are  mostly  additions  to  the 

letters.  In  framing  them,  care  has  been  taken  to  Pres®^®  >  by 

JOSHUA  JLriU MAo. 
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NORTHAMPTON  LETTER, 

HOLY  YE  ACE, 

Described  and  recommended,  in  a  Circular  Letter,  from 
the  Baptist  Ministers,  and  Messengers,  assembled  at 
Oakham,  June  14,  15,  and  16,  1791. 

MAINTAINING  the  important  doctrines  of  three 
equal  Persons  in  the  Godhead;  eternal  and  per-, 
sonal  election  L,  &c.  &Ci 

To>  the  several  churches  they  represent,  or  have  received 
letters  from,  meeting  at  Codnor  in  Derbyshire ,  fyc.  fyc.* 

Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

1- 

Dear  Brethren ! 

THE  goodness  of  God,  which  endureth  continually, 
having  permitted  us  once  more  to  enjoy  our  annual  as¬ 
sembly  in  peace,  we  gladly  call  upon  you  to  unite  with  us, 
in  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  same ;  especially  as 
the  letters  from  the  churches  generally  contained  agree¬ 
able  intelligence,  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  still  going 
on,  and  that  some  of  them  especially  have  a  pleasing  pro¬ 
spect  of  future  increase,  through  the  hopeful  awakening 
of  such  as  were  lately  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  We 
have  also  reason  to  bless  God,  that  he  has  kept  our 
churches  steadfast  in  their  attachment  to  the  glorious 
Doctrines  of  Grace,  and  we  earnestly  pray  that  their 
genuine  influence  may  be  more  abundantly  felt  in  your 
hearts,  and  be  displayed  by  the  regularity  of  your  lives, 
and  your  fruitfulness  in  every  good  work. 

Amidst  the  pleasures  of  our  interview,  one  afflictive  pro¬ 
vidence  was  deeply  felt  by  us  all,  (which  indeed  was  noticed 
with  sympathetic  concern  in  most  of  the  letters  from  the 
churches,)  the  removal  of  ouryery  dear  and  highly  valued 


-j-  *  Their  Confession,  and  number  of  Churches  as  last  year  %  See  Register, 
Part  I,  1 790,  Page  the  26th. 

Brother 
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Brother  Hail^W  ho  was  so  active  in  the  first  formation  of 
this  Association;  and  who  has  all  along  been  so  great  a 
blessing  and  ornament  to  the  whole  connection.  May 
you  continue  to  pray  for  the  bereaved  church  at  Arnsby, 
that  God  would  raise  up  for  them  another  Pastor  after  his 
own  heart ;  and  pray  jor  us,  that  the  ministers  who  re¬ 
main  a  while  longer  with  you,  may  have  a  double  portion 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  poured  down  upon  them;  and  be  en¬ 
abled  more  than  ever  to  be  valiant  for  the  t  .uth  upon 
earth,  -till  he,  who  hath  taken  away  our  dear  father  from 
the  midst  of  us,-  shall  say  to  us  also;  Come  up  hither . 

In  our  last  year's  letter  we  endeavoured  to  explain  and 
enforce  the  Christian  duty  of  Patience.  This  year  we  would 
call  your  .attention  to  another  of  the  Fruits  of  the  Spirit , 
which  is  Peace.  Gal.  v.  22. — The  blessing  of  Peace  is 
oiie  of  the  most  invaluable  of  our  present  enjoyments. 
Peace  is  exceeding  desirable  in  nations;  in  neighbour¬ 
hoods,  in  families,  and  in  churches;  and  in  short,  in  every 
department  of  life.  But  above  all,  in  our  intercourse  with 
God.  Peace  zcith  God  is  of  greater  importance  than  all  the 
rest,  because  its  consequences  remain  for  ever,  and  it  is 
the  origin  of  every  other  description  of  holy  peace. 

At  the  first  creation  of  mankind,  they  were  formed  after 
the  image  of  God,  and  consequently,  were  the  objects  of 
his  approbation.  As  long  as  this  continued,  all  was  peace 
and  harmony  between  heaven  and  earth.  To  the  pleasures 
of  a  good  conscience,  and  the  sweets  of  an  undisturbed 
society,  (with  angels  it  is  probable,  as  well  as  with  each 
other,')  were  added  the  endearing  smiles  of  God.  But  this, 
alas!  was  of  short  continuance.  By  sin  we  became  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  God  and  each  other,  and  we  were  justly  exposed 
to  the  fierceness  of  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  It  is  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  anarchy  and  confusion  have  pre¬ 
vailed  in  this  world  ever  since.  Our  natures  were  so  form¬ 
ed  at  the  first,  that  Peace  with  God  should  have  an  insepar¬ 
able  connection  with  Peace  with  owe  another,  and  even  with 
Ourselves..  Hence  it  came  to  pass,  that  this  being  once  lost, 
the  rest,  as  a  righteous  judgment,  followed  after  hot  course. 
God  having  declared  man  his  enemy,  and  passed  the  sen- 

*  According  to  the  desire  of  the  afflicted  family  and  church.  Brother  Ryland 
has  just  published  the  sermon  he  preached  at  the  funeral  of  our  dear  friend,  and 
annexed  a' pretty  large  account  of  the  first  rise  of  the  church  at  sirr.zby,  and  of  its 
successive  pastors,  particularly  of  this  late  faithful  servant  of  pur  blessed  Lord. 
The  price  is  one  shilling.  It  is  sold  in  London  by  Mathew,  Vernor,  Ash,  and 
Butter.. 
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f  ence  of  condemnation  against  him-,  Angels,  from  loyalty 
to  their  offended  Sovereign,  would  naturally  withdraw 
their  friendly  intercourses  a  spirit  of  discord  would  rage 
among  sinners  themselves,  and  guilt,  and  shame,  and  hor¬ 
ror  infest  their  own  bosoms.-— Such  a  state  of  things  must 
nearly  approach  to  that  of  the  fallen  angels ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  free  mercy  of  God,  through  our  Lora  J  esus 
Christ,  we  must  have  had  our  portion  with  them,  where 
hope  and  peace  never  come.  But  adored  be  his  name,  his 
thoughts  respecting  us,  were  thoughts  of  Peace,  and  not  of 
evil.  The  remedy  was  provided  before  the  disease  existed. 
That  which  was  afterwards  declared  by  Angels,  at  the 
"Messiah’s  birth,  was  settled  in  the  Divine  Councils,  name¬ 
ly  Peace  on  earth ,  and  good-will  to  men.  W hen  all  other 

means  must  have  failed,  Immanuel  said,  Lo  Iconic.  Lie 
came  in  the  fulness  of  time,  and  shed  his  blood,  as  the  price 
of  our  pardon.  With  His  sacrifice  God  was  well  pleas¬ 
ed;  and  through  Him,  has  deigned  again  to  dwed  with 
man  upon  the  earth.  Thus  the  divine  holiness,  justice, 
and  faithfulness,  which  must  for  ever  have  been  at  war 
■with  our  welfare,  are  now  engaged  in  behalf  of  all  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  Jesus.  And  being  reconciled  unto  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son,  we  also  have  fellowship  with  Angels  : 
we  are  come  to  that  innumerable  company  ;  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  us  as  brethren,  Rev.  xix.  10.  and  officiate  as  minis¬ 
tering  spirits  for  our  good.— From  the  shedding  of  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  we  derive  Peace  to  our  own  souls;  and  in 
him  find  a  bond  of  union  which  cements  us  to  each  other, 
whatever  have  been  our  distinctions  or  variances  m  for- 
mer  periods.  Thus  all  things  are  gathered  together  in  one , 
viz  in  Cbris-t,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  m 

earth,  even  in  Him.  .  . 

What  a  foundation  does  all  this  afford  us,  biet.iren,  for 

abounding  in  Peace !  A  stranger  to  mankind  would  suppose 
an  object  so  desirable,  accompanied  with  such  motives,  must 
be  universally  pursued.  si  et  we  see  not  only  a  gieat  pait  ol 
the  world  still  at  war  with  God,  with  one  another,  ana  v  ith 
themselves;  and  others  whose  enmity  is  more  concealea, 
resting  in  a  false  peace  ;  but  even  those  of  whom  we  hope 
the  best,  actually  enjoy  but  little  of  that  to  which  they  are 
introduced.— There  is  reason  to  think  that  were  it  not  ow- 
in°*  to  our  own  fault,  we  might  all  enjoy  much  nioie  than 
we  do  of  that  sweet  tranquillity  which  the  primitive  Cnns- 
tians  felt,  in  being  reconciled  unto  God;  much  more  har¬ 
mony  with  one  another;  and  much  more  of  that  holy  calm 
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of  mind,  which  arises  from  having  this  witness  in  ourselves 
that  we  have  pleased  God . 

To  assist  you,  brethren,  in  the  pursuit  of  these  desirable 
objects,  is  the  design  of  the  present  letter.  We  may  presume 
on  your  candid  attention,  while  we  lay  down  a  few  Di¬ 
rections,  and  offer  a  few  Motives  to  this  purpose: 

First.  Cultivate  a  spirit  of  trust  or  confidence  in  God.— 
They  are  kept  in  continued  peace  whose  minds  are  stayed  upon 
Him.  A  fixed,  habitual,  and  lively  dependence  on  the  Son 
of  God  for  the  salvation  of  our  souls  would  tend  to  exclude 
those  dark  and  boding  fears  which  annoy  our  Peace.  Could 
we  but  say  with  the- Apostle,  I  know  whom  I  have  trusted , 
and  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him , 
we  might  look  at  even  death  and  judgment  with  composure. 
It  is  for  want  of  confidence  in  God  that  we  are  tossed 
about,  as  we  are,  by  the  afflictions  and  troubles  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  state.  Confidence  in  the  wisdom,  power,  goodness,  and 
veracity,  of  God,  would  turn  many  a  storm  into  a  calm. 
The  thoughts  of  his  being  at  the  helm  of  the  universe  ;  of 
all  that  befalls  us  being  by  his  appointment  5  of  every 
possible  event  coming  within  his  knowledge,  forming  a 
part  of  his  great  plan,  and  working  together  for  good  to 
them  thatlove  him;  are  enough,  if  realized,  not  only  to  quiet 
but  to  transport  us;  to  make  us  rejoice  in  tribulation  it¬ 
self,  and  count  it  all  joy  when  we fall  into  divers  temptations. 

Secondly.  Preserve  a  conscience  void  oj  offence  towards 
God  and  tozcards  man*. — The  peace  of  God  cannot  con¬ 
sist  with  criminal  indulgences.  Sin  has  ever  been  the 
great  make-bate  in  God’s  world.  It  was  that  'which  at 
first  separated  chief  friends,  and  wherever  it  prevails,  it 
still  continues  to  produce  the  same  effect.  Watch  against 
all  sin,  but  especially  against  those  sins  which  most  easily 
beset  you ;  those  to  which  you  are  most  exposed  from  age, 
circumstances,  or  connections. 


#  u  A  feafonable,  fleady  performance  of  secret  duties  in  their  proper  hours, 
ft  and  a  careful  improvement  of  all  time,  filling  up  every  hour  with  some  profitable 
a  labour,  either  of  head,  heart,  or  hands,  are  excellent  means  of  spiritual  peace 


u  and  boldness  before  God.'  Christ  indeed  is  our  peace  and  by  him  we  have  bo/d- 
tt  nejs  of  access  to  C-cd.  ;  but  a.  good  conscience,  void  of  offence ,  is  an  excellent  prepa- 
,c  ration  for  an  approach  into  the  divine  prefence.  'I  here  is  a  cnfierence  between 
**  Jdf -confidence  and  a  Jelf -righteous pleajirg  oufelves,  with  our  own  duties,  attain- 
*«  meats  and  fpiritual  enjoyments,  which  godly  iouls  fometimes  are  gxlty  of, 
n  an*i  that  holy  confidence  a  riling  from  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  which 
go5d  Hezckiah  had,  when  he  say r.  U  (member  0  Lord,  how  /  have  walked  before 
<f  thee  in  truth ,  and  with  a  perfect  heart  Liken,  says  the  holy  Pfalmist,  shall  2  net 
ht  ashamed,  when  1  have  respect  to  all  iky  commandments,  filling  up  our  time 
r#  with  and  for  God,  is  the  way  to  rise  up  anu  he  down  in  peace.  Ldw^i  uS  s 

life  of  Erpinard,  page  75,  7 6.  ,  77 

N  2  Ihirdly . 
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Thirdly .  As  you  are  subject  every  day  to  sin  against 
God,  and  bring  guilt  upon  your  consciences,  take  heed  that 
you  do  not  go  on  in  such  a  way,  without  renewed  repentance , 
and  fresh  application  to  Christ.  W  e  read  of  some  who  had 
sinned  and  had?zo£  repented  or  tneir  deeds.  It  is  to  be  foai- 
ed  this  is  the  case  with  too  many  in  tiie  present  day,  ^and 
where  it  is  so,  solid  peace  must  needs  be  a  strange^.  Such 
was  the  situation  of  David  after  his  fall,  and  previous  to 
the  message  sent  him  by  Nathan.  "Vv  mle  he  kept  silence , 
tiot  confessing  his  sin,  his  hones  waxed  old ,  his  prayers,  or, 
as  he  calls  them  his  roarings,  were  not  heard,  day  and  night 
God's  hand  teas  heavy  upon  him ,  till  at  length  his  moisture 
was  turned  into  the  drought  oj  summer.  Ps.  xxxii.  o,  4.  dhe 
longer  any  sin  lies  upon  the  conscience  unlamented,  the 
more  hold  it  gets  of  the  soul;  and  the  more  danger  accompa- 
niesits  operations.  It  Is  like  a  cancerous  tumour  in  the  flesh, 
whose  fibres  shoot  and  spread  deeper  and  wider,  till  at 
length,  if  not  stopped,  it  proves  fatal,  by  infecting  the 
whole  mass  of  blood.  Well  might  the  Son  of  God,  in  his 
address  to  the  churches,  charge  them  who  had  sinned  to 
repent  and  do  their  first  works!  We  have  an  advocate  with 
the  Father,  so  that  he  who  hath  sinned  need  not  despair  : 
and.  as  every  day  is  attended  with  new  guilt,  we  had  need, 
if  we  would  enjoy  the  peace  of  God,  to  be  often  examin¬ 
ing,  reflecting,  and  repairing  to  the  cross.  Those  who  are 
now  clad  in  white  garments,  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

Fourthly.  Strive  for  the  things  that  make for 'peace  among 
your  fellow -men,  and  fellow -Christians .  Particularly,  shun 
disputes,  especially  what  is  usually  termed,  disputation  foi 
disputation’s  sake.  A  litigious  spirit  is  the  bane  of  society, 
whether  civil  or  religious.  Perverse  disputings  indicate  a 
corrupt  mind,  destitute  of  the  truth.  1  Tim.  vi.  5.— Lay  aside 
envies  and  jealousies  one  of  another.  Where  these  are,  there 
is  confusion,  and  every  evil  work.  From  hence  arise  evil 
surmisings,  misconstructions,  swellings,  tumults.  Wrath  is 
cruel,  and.  anger  is  outrageous,  but  who  can  stand  before 
envy  ?  Those  are  generally  of  but  short  continuance,  an d  may 
be  avoided;  but  This  is  a  slow  secret,  malignant,  undermin¬ 
ing  principle  ;  it  lays  a  plan  for  the  destruction  of  its  ob¬ 
ject,  and  never  rests  till  it  is  accomplished.  A  jealous  tem¬ 
per  often  indicates  a  dishonest  heart ;  such  persons  know 
themselves  to  be  bad,  and  think  none  can  be  otherwise. 
Perhaps  Satan  would  not  have  been  so  suspicious  of  Job  s 
sincerity,  but  that;  being  conscious  he  had  no  disinterested 
‘  love 
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love  in  himself,  he  thought  to  he  sure  Job  had  not.  Let  us 
have  a  care  lest  we  imitate  him.™ Avoid  interfering  in  the 
temporal  concerns  of  others.  Unless  person^  act  immoral¬ 
ity  so  as  to  bring  disgrace  upon  religion,  we  have  no  con¬ 
cern  with  their  affairs.  A  temper  of  mind  busying  itself  in 
other  men’s  matters,  has  often  broken  the  peace  of  families 
and  churches.  Encourage  no  tale-bearers,  these  often  sepa¬ 
rate  chief  friends  :  we  cannot  always  shut  our  doors  against 
persons  of  that  disposition,  but  it  were  well  to  shut  our  ears 
against  them.  Heal  differences;  it  is  an  honour  to  be  a  re¬ 
pairer  of  a  breach.  It  is  true,  it  is  often  difficult  work,  but 
we  must  not  mind  a  few  hard  sayings,  that  we  may  obtain 
the  blessing  of  the  peace-makers,  and  be  called  the  children 
of  God.  Forgive  injuries;  he  whose  mind  harbours  resent¬ 
ment  after  an  acknowledgment,  is  unfit  for  society  ;  and  has 
reason  to  fear,  that  he  is  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God  :  for 
Christ  expressly  teaches,  that  if  we  forgive  not  men  their 
trespasses,  neither  will  God  forgive  ours.  A  void  provoking 
language,  and  hitter  invective .  Some  persons  have  a  pro¬ 
voking  manner  of  speaking  on  almost  all  occasions,  especi¬ 
ally  in  telling  another  of  a  fault,  which  tends  more  than  a 
little  to  defeat  every  good  purpose.  Reproofs  will  do  more 
harm  than  good, unless  they  are  tempered  withlove.  Watch 
against  a  touchy  disposition.  Some  are  as  irritable,  and  as 
ready  to  take  offence,  as  others  are  to  give  it.  There  are 
cases,  to  be  sure,  in  which  we  have  a  right  to  be  offended, 
yea,  in  which  it  is  our  duty ;  but  these  cases  are  not  so  fre¬ 
quent  as  we,  for  want  of  humility  and  true  greatness  of 
blind,  are  ready  to  think  them.  Charity  is  not  soon  angry  ; 

For  every  trifle,  scorn  to  take  offence  ; 
t(  It  always  shews  great  pride,  or  little  sense.” 

In  fine,  sacrifice  almost  any  thing  for  the  peace  and  reel- 
fare  of  society,  except  truth,  and  a  good  conscience. — Peace 
"obtained  at  the  price  of  these  would  be  too  dear,  and  when 
obtained  but  of  little  value.  The  wisdom  from  above  is  first 
pare,  then  peaceable.  Rut  other  sacrifices  may  be  safely 
made,  and  very  rarely  furnish  matter  for  repentance. 

We  will  close  the  present  address,  brethren,  by  offering 
a  few  motives  to  enforce  the  subject. 

Consider,  in  the  first  place.  That  peace  is  a  blessing  of 
$tich  importance,  that  you  cannot  do  without  it.— -The  want 
of  it  either  in  your  own  minds,  in  your  families,  or  in  ^he 
church,  will  embitter  all  your  other  enjoyments,  and  ren. 
der  them  but  of  small  account. 


1 


IQS  THE  NORTHAMPTON  LETTER, 

To  boar  the  afflictions  and  troubles  of  life  with  patience, 
it  is  requisite  that  we  have  peace  within.  This  affords  a 
resort  to  the  mind,  when  surrounded  with  clamour  and 
confusion  from  other  quarters.  Hence,  when  the  disciples 
were  going  forth  as  sheep  among  wolves,  their  Lord  be¬ 
queathed  them  this  blessing.  My  peace  1  give  unto  you, 
wy  peace  I  leave  zcith  you,  let  not  your  heart  be  tiouoled, 

neither  let  it  be  afraid.  4  ; 

Secondly.  Consider,  the  advantages  you  enjoy  for  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  this  blessing. — The  dispensa t ion u n der  which  you 
live  is  more  favourable  to  peace  or  mind,  and  communion 
with  God.  than  any  that  has  been  heretofore.  W  e  are  not 
come  to  Mount  Sinai,  but  to  Mount  Sion.  W'  e  are  taught 
to  approach  God  as  our  Father ,  which  was  not  common 
under  the  old  testament ;  and  hence,  perhaps,  we  are  said 
to  have  received  not  the  spirit  of  bondage,  again  to  j ear,  but 
the  spirit  of  adoption,  crying  Abba,  Father . — The  rest 
which  the  churches  enjoy,  and  have  enjoyed  for  a  century 
past,  from  persecution,  ought  also  to  be  reckoned  amongst 
tire  advantages  of  our  times.  It  will  be  greatly  to  our  re¬ 
proach,  if,  when  the  enemies  of  religion  have  left^  oft-  to 
smite  us,  we  shall  begin  to  smite  one  another;  or  if  the  ces¬ 
sation  of  alarms  from  those  quarters  should  be  followed  by 
a  spirit  of  slumber,  inactivity,  or  security.  When  the  pri¬ 
mitive  churches rest  from  persecution,  tney  were  eaiji ed,^ 
and  walked  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  con  fort  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  were  multiplied.  Acts  ix.  31. 

Thirdly.  Honour  and  happiness  are  it$  attendants,— I  attt 
one  of  them,  said  a  good  woman,  that  are  peaceable  and 
faithful  in  Israel.  £  Sam.  xx.  lU.  A  great  honour,  indeed. 
To  have  these  two  qualities  united  in  our  character.  As  the 
former  without  the  latter  would  soon  become  unworthy  of 
Its  name,  by  degenerating  into  meanness,  so  the  latter  with¬ 
out  the  former  would  soon  degenerate  into  bitterness  ;  but, 
blended  together,  they  form  a  character  truly  honourable, 
and  useful  in  every  department  or  social  hie.  Sucii  a  spmt 
is  as  comfortable  as  it  is  reputable.  It  is  a  source  of  abun¬ 
dant  happiness  to  ourselves,  and  tends  to  diffuse'  it  on  those 
around  us.  It  will  afford  peculiar  comfort  to  your  ministers 
to  he  with  a  people  of  such  a  character,  \\  mie  the  con.tr  my 
is  invariably  observed  to  imbitter  their  lives,  and  abate  their 
affection  which  is  so  necessary  for  your  edification. 

Fourthly  .  The  success  of  the  gospel  is  generally  connected 
with  it.— When  djssention  prevailed  in  the  primitive  church 
at  Jerusalem,  things  were  at  a  stand;  but  when  that. subsi- 
fed  the  word  of  God  increased,  and  the  number  of  the  dis - 
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$iple s  multiplied .  Acts  vi.  7-  The  same  track  of  things  is 
observable  to  this  day.  Where  dissentions  prevail;  the 
Word  of  God  is  hindered;  the  hands  of  ministers  aie  weak¬ 
ened,  young  converts  are  stumbled;  and  the  enemies  ot 
religion  gratified.  Aha,  'Aha,  s ay  they,  so  would  we  km* 
it  i --Live  in  peace,  said  the  Apostle,  and  the  God  of  love 
and  peace  shall  be  with  you.  The  Holy  Dove  loves  to  dwelt 
withthe  peaceable,  and  the  humble,  but  hies  rrom  the 
*'hodes  of  noise  and  strife. 

Fifth  hi.'  The  heavenly  state  to  whichyott  arc  going,  requires 
it  as  a  preparative.  Those  who  enter  there,  will  enter  into 
peace.  Sm  being  no  more,  all  will  be  harmonious,  in¬ 
ternal  conflicts  shall  no  longer  agitate  our  bosoms ;  the 
flesh  lusteth  not  against  the  spirit,  nor  is  tlie  spirit  theie 
engaged  in  lusting  against  the  flesh.  Mo  distance  or  re¬ 
serve  of  any  kind  shall  have  place  between  God  and  us, 
nor  shall  envies,  or  jealousies,  or  any  evil  tempers,  disturb 
the  peace  of  that,  holy  society.  If  our  eyes  are  ever  blessed 
With  a  sight  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  we  shall -see  .ta 
oui,t  habitation.  Why  then  should  we  indulge  disposi¬ 
tions  unsuitable  to  the  state  to  which  we  profess  to  aspne  . 
If  we  live  all  our  years  under  their  influence,  we  have  reason 
to  dread  a  denial  at  last;  or  if  we  should  be  admitted,  why 
should  we  cherish  those  things  that  must  then  be  left  be- 

V  i  tn  fl  US  ? 

Dear  brethren !  Letushave  an  interest  in  your  prayers ;  you 
have  an  interest  in  ours.  The  desires  of  our  hearts  tor  every 
individual  amongst  you  cannot  be  more  fitly  expressed, 
than  in  the  words  of  the  priests  ot  old;  when  blessing  isiaeL 
ts  The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee;  the  uord  make  his 
face  to  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee ;  the  Lord 
lift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  reace.. 

Amen. 


Tuesday  Evening.  Met  soon  after  6  o  clock.  Brother  Gieem 
wood  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  began  m  prayer.  The  Letter 
from  the  Churches  were  read,  and  minutes  taken  as  usua..  Bro¬ 
ther  Carey  (lately  ordained  at  Leicester)  concluded  m  prayer. 

Wednesday  Morning,  6,  Met  for  prayer  The  following .Brethren 
were  encased:  Ayre,  Butler,  Sharman,  Heighten,  and  Meltcham, 
At  half-past  ten  Brother  Craps  prayed  ^Brother  Ryland  gave 
a  short  account  of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Association  :  Bro¬ 
ther  Burton  preached  from  Matt.  vi.  10.  “  Thy  kingdom  come. 
Brother  Fuller  prayed ;  and  Brother  Gill  preached  from  Isaiah 
xiv.  32.  “  What  shall  ^one  then  answer  the  messengers  oi vhe 

nation  ?  That  the  Lord  hath  founded  Zion,  and  the  poor  of  his 
people  shall  trust  in  it/'  Brother  Hopper  concluded-  . 
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Evening,  6.  Brother  Mills  prayed,  and  Brother  Sutcliff 
preached  irom  2  Cor.  vi.  18.  “  1  will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and 

ye  shall  be  my  Sons  and  Daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty/’ 
Brother  .  Smith  (who  was  the  first  Pastor  of-the  Church  at  Oak¬ 
ham,  and  is  now  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Eagle-street,  London) 
concluded  in  prayer. — After  the  public  meeting,  the  circular  let¬ 
ter,  written  by  Brother  Greenwood,  was  read,  and  being  approv¬ 
ed  of,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Thursday  Morning,  6,  Met  again:  Brother  Hyland  prayed, 
and  the  Ministers  of  the  Association  gave  a  brief  account  of  their 
own  experiences,  during  the  course  of  the  last  year;  after  which 
Brother  Simmonds  of  Braunstone  prayed.  We  then  attended  to 
the  business  of  the  association  fund,  &c.  and  the  Moderator  con¬ 
cluded  in  prayer. 

With  respect  to  the  fund,  as  several  of  the  associate  churches  do 
not  contribute  towards  it,  we  agreed  to  remind  them  all,  that  va¬ 
rious  valuable  ends  might  be  answered  by  it,  if  it  were  more  ge¬ 
nerally  encouraged.  We  now  voted  half-a-guinea  a  piece  to  four 
of  the  poorest  of  our  brethren  who  came  from  a  distance ;  but 
would  recommend  it  to  all  the  churches,  that  they  should,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  bear  the  expence  of  their  own  minister’s  journey  to  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  that  the  fund  may  be  better  able  to  give  assistance  in  other 
cases.  It  was  unanimously  voted,  that  five  guineas  should  be  sent 
up  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  procuring  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  that  we  might  shew  our  hearty  abhorrence  of  that 
wicked  and  detestable  merchandize ;  the  reception  of  which  sum 
lias  been  since  acknowledged  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  by 
Granville  Sharp,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  who  assures 
us,  that  the  Committee  “  are  now  more  animated,  if  possible, 
than  ever,  against  the  iniquitous  and  disgraceful  practices  of  Slave- 
dealers  and  Slave-holders,  and  are  firmly  determined  (as  by  an  in¬ 
dispensable  duty  to  God  and  man)  to  persevere  in  their  endeavours, 
by  all  legal  means,  to  effect  the  abolition  of  such  enormities.” 

State  of  the  Churches  since  the  last  Association. 

^  f  Upon  a  profession  of  faith '  -  101 

Added  s  By  letters  of  recommendation  -  5 

t  Restored  after  exclusion  -  2  -  * 

— lop 

?  By  death  -  -  39 

By  dismission  to  other  Churches*  14 
By  exclusion  -  -  17 

—70 


Diminished 


Increase  -  3$ 

*  Ten  of  these  were  dismissed  from  the  Church  at  Nottingham,  to  form  a  new 
Church  at  Bots  ford.  1  • 

The  next  association  to  be  held  at  Nottingham,  in  the  Whit- 
sun-Week,  on  Wednesday  May  30,  1792.  Brother  Carey  and 
Brother  Ryland  to  preach  ;  in  case  of  failure,  Brother  Greenwood 
and  Brother  West.  Put  up  at  the  Flying-Horse.  iii£ 
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ON  A  REVIEW  OF  PROVIDENCE  AND  GRACE 


The  Elders  and  Messengers  of  the  several  Baptist  Churches, 
meeting  at  Cannon-street,  Birmingham ;  Evesham ,  Leo¬ 
minster ,  Pershore,  Ryeford,  Tewkesbury,  and  Upton. 
JHaving  also  received  Letters  from  Bond-street,  Birming¬ 
ham;  Bewdley,  Coseley,  Ilook-Norto?i,  Stourbridge } 
Warwick ,  and  Worcester. 

Being  met  in  Association  at  Ross,  June  28,  1791 

MAINTAINING  the  important  doctrines  of  three 
equal  Persons  in  the  Godhead;  eternal  and  per¬ 
sonal  election;  original  sin;  particular  redemption;  free 
justification  by  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  ;  effi¬ 
cacious  grace  in  regeneration;  the  final  perseverance  of 
the  saints;  the  resurrection  of  the  dead;  the  general 
judgment  at  the  last  day ;  and  the  life  everlasting; 

With  the  independence  of  the  several  Christian  Societies 

they  represent— To  whom  they  send  Christian  salutation . 

'  / 

Dear  Brethren ! 

*>  >  ' 

WELL  may  we  adopt  the  language  of  inspiration,  and 
my, It  is  of  the  Lord’s  mercies  we  are  not  consumed ,  because 
his  compassions  fail  not.  Since  our  last  annual  meeting, 
many  of  our  esteemed  brethren,  who  then  were  useful  in 
churches,  in  associations,  in  their  families,  and  in  the 
'  world,  have  been  removed  by  death.  We  cannot  but  la¬ 
ment  ;  vet  we  do  not  sorrow  as  those  without  hope — our 
loss  is  their  unspeakable  gain  !  May  we,  their  survivors, 
both  ministers  and  people,  (C  whilst  zee  live,  live  l 

Various  as  the  scenes  have  been  through  which  you 
have  passed,  you  have  reason  to  say,  Goodness  and  mercy 
have  hitherto  followed  us  .  .  .  Permit  us,  brethren,  in  this 
our  annual  address,  to  recommend  your  taking  a  general 
and  particular  review  of  what  God  hath  wrought  for  you, 
Loth  in  Providence  and  Grace. 


*  Wherever  dots  occu?  thus  . 
paragraph  is  abridged. 


t  in  this,  or  any  other  letter,  there  the 

Editor. 
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The  children  of  Israel  were  commanded  to  observe 
the  month  Abib.  So  ought  you  (who  are  professionally, 
the  children  of  God)  to  survey  the  Divine  conduct 
towards  you  in  a  way  of  Grace.  Once  you  were  dead  in 
sin;  but  now  are  made  alive  from  the  dead,  boxing  risen 
with  Christ— you  were  darkness,  but  now  are  light  in 
the  Lord.  With  the  man  who  was  born  blind,  but  after- 
terwards  received  his  sight,  you  can  say.  We  see.  A  our 
natural  state  was  a  slate  of  enmity  to  God  and  goodness  ; 
now  the  enmity  is  subdued,  and  reconciliation  has  been 
effected  by  the  blood  of  Christ:  wherefore  you  are  no 

more . strangers,  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens 

with  the  saints,  and  of  -the  household  of  God  :  you  are 
blest  with  a  good  hope  through  Grace,  being  cleansed 
from  sin  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  enriched  with  the 
graces  of  the  fjoly  Spirit,  and  made  children  of  God  by 
adoption  and  regeneration.  Behold!  what  manner  of 
love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  you,  that  you  should 
|ie  called  the  sons  of  God !  ! 

Contemplate  the  sovereignty  of  his  grace.  Had  the  Lord 
left  us  in  our  sin,  and  chosen  others  of  our  race  to  his 
kingdom  and  glory,  he  had  still  been  just,  ft  is  bis  pre¬ 
rogative  to  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will.  Remember,  that 
Almighty  power  alone  can  effect  a  moral  change  in  fallen 
man.  That  change  you  have  experienced,  while  others 
are  still  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  bonds  of  iniquity.  It 
is  the  work 'of  a  Divine  hand !  All  blessings,  past,  present, 
and  to  come,  of  which  you  have  been  made  recipients, 
or  hope  to  be  indulged  withy  ore  God’s  free  donations  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  unworthy.  These  considerations  should 
excite  both  your  humility  and  gratitude. 

Recollect  also,  with  abundant,  thankfulness,  the  com 
slant  care  which  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  hath  taken  of  you 
in  Providence.  His  bestorvments  have  exceeded  not 
only  your  deserts,  but  most  sanguine  expectations.  God 
has  never  failed  in  his  promises  respecting  you.  When 
helpless  infants,  hanging  on  your  mother’s  breasts, 
he  was  your  powerful  guardian,  and  faithful  friend — a 
friend  ever  nigh.  When  arrived  at  riper  years,  from 
what  follies  did  lie  restrain  you,  and  from  what  dangers 
and  evils  did  he  graciously  deliver  you !  Being  sanctified 
in  Christ  Jesus,  he  preserved  you,  and  called  you  with  am 
holy  calling:. 

Since  that  happy  period,  forget  not  his  dealings  with  you 
Has  he  been  a  barren  wilderness  to  you?  Though  God 

leads 
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leads’his  people  through  a  wilderness,  yet  in  himself  he  is 
not  a  desert,  but  a  paradise  of  delights.  Are  not  you  con, 
strained  to  acknowledge  «  That  the  Lord  is  good  You 
may  have  been  led  by  a  rough  and  intricate  way,  but  the 
issue  hath  proved  it  was  the  right  way  to  the  city  of  habi¬ 
tation.  The  path  of  heavy  affliction— of  spmtual  desei- 
tion-and  strong  temptation,  you  have  found  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  Divine  perfections  and  pi  onuses,  liu-  . 

J  v,  no  affliction  for  the  present  is  joyous,  but  grievous ;  and 
it'  von,  in  circumstances  of  sorrow,  are  only  looking  at 
those  things  which  are  temporal,  you  cannot  expect  ie- 
1  ef;  but  raising  your  hearts  to  those  things  which  are  not 
seen,  which  are  eternal,  with  Paul  you  will  be  enabled  to 
sav,  “  These  light  afflictions  work  tor  us  a  far  nroie  ex¬ 
ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  „  ,,  , 

Sanctified  afflictions  are  of  eminent  service  to  trod  »  bet 
iievin-r  people :  they  purify  from  sin  by  embittering  it  ,o 
the  heart,  sweeten  God’s  promises  to  the  soul,  and  draw 
forth  the  Christian  graces  into  exercises:  they  brighten 
dur  evidences,  endear  Christ  to  us,  and  excite  an  earnest 
desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  him,  which  is  far  better. 
Thus  reflecting  on  the  valuable  purposes  accomplished  by 
affliction,  you  are  constrained  to  confess,  that  it  is  good  for 

you  to  be  afflicted-  .  .  ,  A 

v  The  way  of  spiritual  desertion  is  very  gloomy  and  un¬ 
desirable;  yet  God  often  leads  his  people  by  this  way.  .... 
Then  how"  frequently  do  they  fear  that  they  snail  never 
more  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lorn  m  the  land  of  the  ivt 
in£r  Our  way  (sav  they)  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  ana  out 
judgment  passeth*  over  from  our  God.  Having  no  sensi¬ 
ble  communion  with  Christ,  no  present  manifestation  ot 
the  love  of  God,  they  are  intimidated  with  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord,  and  condemn  themselves  for  hypocrites,  or  temporary 
believers.  This  way,  indeed,  is  also  rough,  but  stiL  it  is  tiie 
rifflit  wavj  through  which  their  Covenant  Lather  is  con¬ 
ducting  them  to  the  Canaan  of  peace  and  joy.  .... 

Ao-am,  the  way  of  temptation  is  distressing  sind  danger¬ 
ous but  as  our  Lord  was  led  into  the  wilderness  to  be 
tempted  of  the  Devil,  so  his  members  are  open  to  the  as¬ 
saults  of  the  destroyer.  Yet  the  same  general  end  shall  be 
answered  by  them,  as  by  other  painful  exercises.  Like  tie 
unconquered  Canaanites  among  the  ancient  Jews;  though 
in  themselves  disposing  to  evil,  God  shall  make  them  sub¬ 
serve  purposes  of  goodness— the  oftener  the  enemy  appears, 

the  more  habitually  prepared  should  we  be  to  oppose  him, 

.  Assisted 
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Assisted  by  Heaven  we  shall  at  last  be  more  than  conquer¬ 
ors,  for  zcith  every  temptation  our  God  zcill  make  ok  ay 
for  our  escape. 

Much  of  this,  brethren,  you  have  realized.  In  affliction 
you  have  exclaimed.  All  these  things  are  against  us!  yet 
your  memories  testify  that  occurrences,  in  themselves  af¬ 
flictive,  have  been  the  means  eventually  of  dissipating  your 
fears,  strengthening  your  faith,  reviving  your  hope,  and 
animating  your  hearts.  All  things  have  worked  together 
for  your  good,  and  for  the  display  of  the  ineffable  perfec¬ 
tions  of  your  Saviour. 

Bear  brethren,  seriously  to  recollect  the  conduct  of  God 
respecting  us,  is  both  our  duty  and  interest. 

The  sacred  scriptures  enjoin  us  to  remember  all  the  way 
through  which  the  Lord  our  God  has  led  us.  The  example 
of  holy  men  m  all  ages,  calls  upon  us  to  engage  in  these 
retrospective  meditations.  “  I  will  remember  thee,”  said 
David,  “  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  &c.J’  Psalm  xlii.  6. 
Without  considering  our  experience,  we  have  no  subject 
for  praise.  If  we  forget  his  mercies,  we  cannot  exalt  his 
name— gratitude  must  cease  to  exist,  when  obligation  is. 
forgotten.  But  the  more  we  cherish  attention  to  the  Divine 
conduct,  the  more  exalted  will  be  our  gratitude,  the  more 
ardent  our  praises.  Hence,  saith  the  Psalmist,  “  While  I 
mused  the  fire  burned,  then  spake  I  with  ray  tongue ;”  and 
we  should  remember,  that  we  are  not  our  own,  but  bought 
with  a  price;  in  order  to  excite  us  to  glorify  God  with  our 
bodies  and  spirits,  which  are  his. 

Nothing  more  than  this  will  tend  to  calm  and  tranquillize 
your  minds  under  present  trying  providences.  As  churches 
or  individuals,  you  are  taughtby  experience,  thatmany  are 
the  afflictions  of  the  righteous:  on  various  accounts  each 
hath  his  distresses  and  perplexities — every  heart  knoweth 
its  own  bitterness.  W  hatever  tends  to  promote  submission  to 
the  Divine  disposals,  and  acquiescence  in  his  dealings,  is 
highly  desirable.  To  obtain  this,  familiarize  yourselves  with 
God’s  past  dispensations  respecting  you;  consider  the  con¬ 
nection  of  seeming  evil  with  real  good.  Acquaint  nozo  thy 
self  zcith  him  and  he  at  peace,  and  thereby  good  shall  come 
if  tit  o  thee.  The  God  who  hath  delivered  you  from  similar 
difficulties  to  which  you  are  now  exposed,  is  an  unchanging 
God;  his  Grace  is  as  sufficient  now  as  ever,  and  his  dis¬ 
posedness  to  exercise  that  Grace  is  still  as  great.  Re¬ 
flections,  such  as  these,  will  bring  divine  composure  into 
your  . hearts:  under  these  impressions  you  will  kiss  the 

rod- 
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rod,  and  bless  him  who  hath  appointed  it— you  will  say. 
It  is  the  Lord ,  let  him  do  with  us  as  seemeth  good  in  his 
siaht  !  the  agitation  of  your  minds  will  cease,  the  dis¬ 
composure  of  your  passions  be  over,  and  every  ungovern¬ 
able  power  sink  into  repose  ;  you  will  beai  the  indignation 

of  the  Lord,  not  only  because  you  have  sinned  against  him, 

but,  from  a  firm  persuasion  that  the  issue  of  every  trial 
will  be  vour  eternal  advantage.  Hereby  your  faith  and  con- 
fide  nee*7  will  be  confirmed,  as  the  Psalmist’s,  in  similar  cir¬ 
cumstances;  who,  recurring  to  former  experience,  said. 
Why  art  thou  cast  down,  Omy  soul?  and  why  art  thou  dis¬ 
quieted  within  me?  Hope  thou  in  God,  for  I  snail  yet  pi ane 
him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God. 

Consider,  brethren,  how  much  the  frequent  recollection 
of  vour  past  experience  of  divine  goodness,  is  connected 
with  your  happiness,  your  interest,  and  the  glory  of  yont 
God  •  and  let  the  consideration  excite  your  diligent  atten¬ 
tion  ’to  that  duty,  which  is  at  the  same  time  your  ines- 

111  May  gre'at  e|raoe  be  upon  all  the  holy  brethren,  for 
Christ’s  sake !  Amen. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 


June,  29,  179L 
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BREVIATES. 

The  Ministers  and  Messengers  met  on  Tuesday  Evening  at  half 
vast  six.  Brother  Aston  of  .Per  shore  began  in  prayer;  Brother 
Williams  of  Ross  was  chosen  Moderator.  The  Letters  from  the 
several  Churches  were  read,  minutes  taken,  and  the  sei  vice  con¬ 
cluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  Smith  oj  Pershore. 

Wednesday  morning  met  at  halt  past  six.  The  Moderator 
prayed  ;  matters  relative  to  the  various  Churches  were  discusseu, 

and  the  meeting  adjourned.  . 

Soon  after  tex  public  service  began  -/Brother  If  ilhns  o.  hour- 
ton  prayed  ;  Brother  Thomas  of  Leominster  preached  from  Psal. 
exxii.  ?.  “  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within 

thy  palaces.”  After  singing  (Brother  Hiller  of  Tewkesbury- , 
fast  year  appointed  for  this  service,  being  removed  by  death, 
who  had  been,  for  twenty  years,  a  valuable  and  honourable 
member  of  this  association  ;■  and  Brother  Lore  of  Cirencester, 
who  was  nominated  in  case  of  failure,  being  detained  by  indispo¬ 
sition)  Brother  Pearce  of  Birmingham  preached  from  ‘2  Pet.  m. 
1*8.  “  But  grow  in  .grace;”  Brother  Butter-worth  of  Evesham 

concluded  this  service  in  prayer. 

Alter 
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After  public  service,  the  Circular  Letter,  drawn  up  by  the  Mo¬ 
derator,  was,  produced,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  three  assembled  again  ;  Brother  'Thomas  Evans  of  Carleort 
prayed;  Brother  Birt  of  Plymouth  Dock  preached  from  Acts  xiii. 
68.  “  Be  it  known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that 

through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins.” 
Brother  Belcher  concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  again  at  six  ;  Brother  Symmons  of  W ootton-vnder -edge 
prayed;  Brother  Redding  of  Truro  in  Cornwall  preached  from 
Acts  xi,  21.  “  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was,  with  them  ;  and  a 
great  number  believed,  and  turned  unto  t]ie  Lord/-’  Brother 
Dunscombe  of  Cheltenham  concluded  the  services  of  the  day  in 
prayer,  and  dismissed  the  people  with  the  usual  benediction. 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  association  at  Upton ,  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  in  the  Whitsun-week  ;  our  Brethren  L.  Butterworth 
ot  Evesham ,  and  Pearce  of  Birmingham ,  to  preach ;  and,  in  case 
of  failure,  Brothei  Reece  of  Warwick , 

Put  up  at  the  Talbot. 

In  the  associated  Churches  the  last  year  there  xvere 


Baptized  . 

75 

Received  by  letter  and  experience 

10 

Restored  .  .  t 

2 

Omitted  in  former  accounts  * 

21 

—198 

Read  .  .  4  . 

19 

Dismissed  .  . 

8 

Excluded  *  ■  .  t 

16' 

—  4S 

Increase  this  year 

65 

N.  B.  The  Baptist  Meeting-house  being  at  Ryeford ,  a  small 
village  at  some  distance  from  the  town  of  1 loss,  application  was 
made  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rogers,  minister  of  the  Independent 
Congregation,  tor  liberty  to  hold  the  association  in  their  place  of 
worship.  To  this  request  the  following  answer  was  received, 
which,  tor  the  truly  affectionate  and  liberal  spirit  it  breathes, 
is  here  presented  to  our  congregations  at  large,  hoping  that  the 
worthy  characters  whose  signatures  it  bears,  will  with  readiness 
accept  this  public  expression  of  our  gratitude. 

To  the  Reverend  the  Ministers,  and  to  the  other  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Associated  Churches,  note  assembled  at  Ross, 
Herefordshire The  Church  of  Christ  meeting  at  Ross 
aforesaid,  sendeth  Christian  Salutations,  as  to  Brethren  of 
the  same  Household  of  .Faith,  though  differing  Senti¬ 
ment  on  one  Article . 

Rev.  Sirs— Brethren  ! 

IT  is  the  amiable  peculiarity  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus,  that  it  unites  its  genuine  professors  in  one  common 
bond  of  affection,  even  where  their  opinions  disagree  on  its 

less 
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less  important  doctrines.  The  precision  of  him  “  who  spa„'e 
so  as  never  man  spake/’  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  question¬ 
ed  •  vet  it  is  a  fact,  to  which  past  and  present  times  bear  un- 
willin  v  testimony,  that  alibis'  sincere  disciples  do  not  clear¬ 
ly  Understand  the  whole  of  his  will.  Whether  the  wise  inten¬ 
tion  of  this  be,  either  to  shew  the  remaining  darkness  of 
the  human  mind,  to  excite  the  diligent  investigations  o 
his  faithful  followers,  or  to  call  for  mutual  .orbeaiance  and 
c"  ndou;,  may  yet  remain  a  question.  While  tt  »s  the  duty 
of  ah  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  “  to  contend  earnestly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,”  it  is  equally  then 
duty  to  receive,  with  Christian  affection,  all  who  appear 
stedfast  in  their  adherence  to  the  pecunai  doctrines  of  0 
gospel,  though  differing  in  their  ideas  of  some  less  import¬ 
ant  points  of  their  religious  creed;  remembeunfc,  foi  the  r 
mutual  instruction,  that  in  the  present  state,  even  the 
watchmen  on  Mount  Sion  do  not  see  eye  to  eye. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we,  as  a  church  ot  '  Imst, 
vmted  with  yourselves  in  allegiance  to  our  common  Lord, 
are  not  content  merely  to  give  you,  our  reverend  biethien, 
an  entrance  within  our  walls  ;  we  embrace  the  present  occur 
sion  to  wish  yon  all  prosperity  and  peace  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  We  rejoice  in  your  zealous  i atoms  ioi  t in 
ment  of  the  Redeemer’s  k  ngdom,  and  lie  good  ot  soms  ; 
in  your  steadiness  to  the  distinguished  doctrines  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ:  in  your  firm  opposition  to  the  mno\  ations  of 
designing  men  in  matters  of  religion;  in  your  avowed  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  Christ  as  the  only  Lord  ot  conscience,  and 
the*  sole  law-giver  .n  ins  chinch  j-Dordo  we  less  express  our 
satisfaction  in  these  your  annual  associations, 
that  the  o-ood  of  the  church  at  large,  and  01  youi  leSpectn  e 
congregations  in  particular,  is  the  disinterested  principle 
from  which  they  proceed.  May  an  unction  .“'Gin  the  Holy 
One,  descending  upon  you  with  copious  eft  uston-mLw  pie- 

sent  solemnity,  encreuss  their  vour,andom  ;:oy  mtheLord 

Go  on,  reverend  sirs,  m  your  seuulogs  fciid^.foins.v 
the  salvation  of  immortal  souls.  May  be  Mewing 

Holy  Spirit  succeed  your  zealous  aims  to  turn  nuuiy  o 
righteousness!  may  you  long  slime  m  the. gospel  hemis¬ 
phere  as  lights  in  the  church  and  world  ;  anti,  adei  dis¬ 
tinguished  usefulness  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  receive  that 
“  crown  of  righteousness  which  fadeth  not  away  palate,  and 
laro-e  reward,  in  the  kingdom  ot  our  Gou  ana  iatimi^ 
We  hope,  that  you  will  not  be  unmmdiul  ox  us  m  ycur 
devout  supplications  at  the  throne  oi  giwee.  7  v 
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great  reason  to  address  you  in  the  words  of  the  apostle, 
“  Brethren  pray  for  us!  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may 


have  free  course,  and  be  glorified !”  We  are,  truly,  a  church 


in  the  wilderness;  but,  we  trust,  loyal  to  Christ,  steady  tcf 
his  cause,  zealous  for  his  honour,  and  firm  to  our  own  pro¬ 
fession,  amidst  many  trying  discouragements  We  ex¬ 
pect  that  these  will  be  more  or  less  the  lot  of  all  the  faith¬ 
ful  followers  of  the  Lamb;  and  while,  through  faith  we 
commit  ourselves  to  the  superintending  care  of  the  great 
Head  of  the  church,  we  rejoice  in  this  evidence  of  being 
among  that  “  little  flock,  to  whom  it  is  our  Father’s  good 
pleasure  to  give  the  kingdom.” 

Though  distant  from  some  of  you  in  place,  though  un¬ 
known  to  many  &f  you  in  person,  we  hope  one  day  "to  join 
your  company,  and  unite  with  you  to  adore  the  Son  of 
God  in  the  realms  of  light  and  glory.  W e  are. 


Eev.  Sirs — Brethren, 

Your  servants  in  our  common  Lord , 


Signed  at  our  Church-meeting 
at  Ross,  June  2fi,  1 79  R 


EXTRACTS 


From  the  American  Association  Letters,  &c.#  and  from 
the  personal  Correspondence  between  the  English ,  the 
American ,  and  other  Brethren. 

THE  Woodstock  Association-,  consisting  of  twenty-four 
churches,  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  was  held 
in  Canaan,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Sept.  2pth  and  30tH, 
1799.  Elder  John  Peckers  delivered  the  introductory  sermon 
from  Psal.  lxxxv.  8.  “  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak; 
for  he  will  speak  peace  to  his  people,  and  to  his  saints :  but  let 
them  not-turn  again  to  folly.”  An  account,  truly  joyful,  came  to 
hand  by  Elder  Stephen  lioyce,  with  a  letter  and  minutes  of  the 
Meredith  Association,  consisting  of  six  churches.  Appointed. 

*  Several  English  Association  Letters  are  postponed  in  this'Number,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  excellencies.  Some  of  them  are  fourteen  pages  each.  On  account 
of  their  length,  and  the  great  quantity  of  matter  in  hand,  it  will  bea  favour  done 


th?  Register  to  abridge  them  s  this  omission  painsth® 


Editor* 


the 


American  letters,  Sec,  1790,..  , 
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ilic  next  association  to  meet  at  Jf'  cstmoi  elandy  the  last  "\v  cduesduy 
in  September  1791.  Thursday  evening  Elder  Royce  preached 
from  Jude  ver.  21.  {<  Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God."  The 

letter  to  the  churches  (in  three  pages)  explains  and  recommends 
the  duty  of  iC  the  instruction,  01  eaily  education  01  childienj 
and  is  concluded  thus:  “  We  have  had  a  very, agreeable  inter¬ 
view  at  this  annual  meeting,  and  have  heard  of  a  woik  ot  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  to  the  Eastward,  in  Stratham,  the  towns  adjoining, 
and  in  a  large  extent  of  country  in  our  Northern  wilderness,-  which 
looks  like  the  opening  of  glory.  Let  us  stand,  equipped  with  the 
whole  armour  on,  that  we  may  be  ready  to  follow  our  dear  bro¬ 
ther,  Elder  Williams ,  of  Grafton,  whose  sudden  death  has  de¬ 
prived  the  Church  of  Christ  of  an  useful  member,  and  a  faithful 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord.  Amen. 

Increase-,-  -  --  --  -  79 

Total  number  of  members,  -  99° 

The  Bqwdoinxiam  Association  (Massachusetts)  of  six 
churches,  met  at-  Harp  swell,  on  Wednesday  and  Ihuisday,  Sep. 
29th  and  30th,  179O.  O11  the  first  of  these  days,  Wednesday,  at 

one  o’clock,  P.  M.  Brother  James  Potter  preached  the  introduc¬ 
tory  sermon  from  Jude  ver.  1 ;  and  in  the  evening,  Elder  Isaac 
Cate  delivered  a  discourse  from  I  Cor.  ix.  4.  The  next  associa¬ 
tion  to  be  held  at  Balltown,  the  Wednesday  before  the  fast  Lend  s 

day  of  October,  1791-  The  letter  (of  two  PaS<;s)  .01^  m~ 

forms  us,  that  “  the  churches  stand  fast  m  the  faith,  and  have 
-enjoyed  “  considerable  revivals." 

The  Vermont  Association,  hoi  den  at  U  allingjord,  Ver¬ 
mont  Wednesday  and  Thursday  October  6th  and  7th,  1790  open- 
Shatemo/by  Elder  Peter  IVerden  from  Heb.  ,x,n.2.  “  Be 
hot  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,  for  thereby,  some  have  enter¬ 
tained  aneels  unawares.”  Thursday  another  was  delivered  on 
p_„im  rv\xiii  r.  “  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  ,oi 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.”  ^fhe  association  to  con, 
vene  af  Omell  the  first  Wednesday  m  October,  1791,  The  cn- 
_nKr  iener  on  Practical  Godliness ,  is  composed  m  two  pages:  It 
ky  “  You  must  be  sensible,  that  a  mere  belief  of,  or  assent  to, 
the'great  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  will  not  cleanse  our  hearts  from 
A  denominate  our  conduct  consistent,  nor  prepare  us  for,  that 
Jkte  of  dory  into  which  the  righteous  will  shortly  be  admitted 
We  may  assent  to  the  most  important  and  interesting  truths  of 
Christianity,  and,  from  a  view  of  their  secondary  beauty,  Seel 
great  animal  operations,  and  ecstacies  otjoy  in  our  spirits;  and 
ft  the  same  time,  for  want  of  a  true  discovery  oi  the  primary 
beauty  am!  excellency  of  those  objects,  the  heart  may  be  left  des¬ 
titute  of  that  proper  sense  of  their  weight  and  importance, 
*a,ich  alone  is  productive  of  the  genuine  frvuts  of  religion.  On 
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the$e  skoals  haff  fhousands  made  total  shipwreck  in  their  voyage 
to  the  New- Jerusalem.” 

This  is  a  convention  of  thirteen  churches,  in  which  there  are 
740  members.  Increase  92. 


The  Stonington  Associaton,  of  fourteen  churches,  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  was  held  at  Elder  Simeon  Brown's 
meeting-house,  in  Stonington,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  October 
19th  and  20th,  1790.  Brother  Isaac  Backus  delivered  the  intro¬ 
ductory  sermon  from  1  Sam.  xjdi.  1,  2.  Sermon  in  the  evening 
by  Brother  Joseph  Grafton  from  1  Tim.  iv.  8.  The  letter  isr 
about  a  page,  recommending  a  firm  and  practical  attachment  to 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Christ,  as  the  indispensable  duty  of 
every  Christian. 

There  are,  in  these  fourteen  churches,  llfiO  members.  In¬ 
crease  62.  '  ‘ 

Boston ,  Massachusetts  April  7th,  1791.  “  There  is  a  con¬ 

siderable  revival  of  religion  at  Reading ,  twelve  miles  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  Boston,  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Sank  urn,  a  young 
Pasdobaptist,  whom  I  know7  not  personally,  but  wdio,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  is  a  faithful  minister  of  Christ.  Also  at  Braintree ,  Stough¬ 
ton,  Bridgewater,  and  Abingdon,  which  places  are  contiguous,  ex¬ 
tending  eighteen  or  twenty  miles.  Both  Baptist  and  Paidobaptist 
ministers  are  honoured  instruments  in  this  work.  I  have  just 
heard  also  of  a  very  extraordinary  revival  on  Long  Island ,  to 
the  Eastward  of  Boston,  in  Penobscott  Bay,  but  am  not  able  to 
furnish  you  with  the  particulars  of  it. 

The  Virginia  Portsmouth  Association,  by  the  Mi* 
nutes  of  their  meeting,  dated  May  21  24th,  1/91?  say  that, 

“  Whereas,  for  good  causes  shewn,  the  Kehuky  Association,  at, 
their  last  annual  meeting,  thought  proper  to  divide;  and  as  the- 
place  from  which  that"  Association  took  its  name  is  in  another 
boundary,  resolved  therefore,  That  this  Association  be  known  by 
the  name  oi  the  I  irginia  Rortsmouth  Association .  I  he  mtio- 
ductory  sermon  was  preached  on  Saturday  May  2ist,  by  Biothcia 
David  Barrow,  from  I  Cor.  xiii.  13.  4  Nowabideth  faith,  hope, 

charity,  these  three:  but  the  greatest  ot  these  is  charity/  Bre¬ 
thren  Hughes,  Mercer,  Burkitt,  and  Baker,  were  appointed  to 
preach  on  the  Lord’s  day,  May  22  ;  service  to  begin  precisely  at 
nine  o’clock,  A.  M.  Monday,  &e.  proceeded  to  business.  Adopt¬ 
ed  both  the  constitution,  or  form  of  government  of  the  Kehu¬ 
ky  Association,*  held  at  Whitefield  s  meeting-house,  Pitt  coun¬ 
ty  North  Carolina,  October,  1789?  ns  fni  ns  -d  is  consistent 
with  the  division  of  the  Association  which  took  place  at 

*  See  a  sketch  of  the  minutes  ia  the  Second  Fart  of  the  Register  for 

iw.  t-  4S.  Davis’, 
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Davis’s  meeting-house,  October,  1790 ;  and  also  their  Abstract 
of  Principles,  published  in  1789  ”  Advised  the  churches  to  en¬ 
courage  itinerant  preaching .  Ordered,  That  Brother  Armistead 
and  Brother  Barrow  attend  as  our  delegates,  the  next  general 
committee  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  in  Viiginia,  to  be  holdcn 
at  Tomahawk  meeting-house,  Chesterlield  county,  the  second 
Saturday  in  May  next.  That  Brother  Edward  Mints  prepare  a 
circular  letter  for  the  next  association, r  the  subject  to  be  B10- 
therly  Love;  and  that  he  preach  the  association  sermon  next 
vear ;  or,  in  case  of  failure,  Brother  Meglamie.  Resolved,  That 
our  next  association  be  held  at  Brother  Mortals  meeting-house, 
on  Meherrin  River,  in  Southampton  county,  on  the  Satuiday  be- 

fore  the  fourth  Lord’s  day  in  May  next.  _  .  . 

There  are  twenty-one  churches  in  this  association,  consisting 

of  1355  members. 

The  Warwick  Association.  Agreeable  to  letter  received 
from  a  conference  held  at  Mount  Pleasant ,  proposing  a  conven¬ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  an  Association.  Ihe  lepie- 
sentatives  of  a  number  of  churches  attended  at  the  aforesaid  place 

on  May  31st  and  June  1st,  1791-  . 

An  introductory  discourse  was  delivered  by  Brother  1  nomas 
Montayne ,  from  2  Tim.  iv.  3.  “  For  the  time  will  come  when 

they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine.”  Letters  from  the  fourteen 
churches  disposed  to  form  themselves  into  an  Association,  weie 
read  :  the  number  of  members  appeared  to  be  625.  On  the  se¬ 
cond  day  of  meeting,  Brother  John  Dodge  preached  from  Matt.  i. 
21.  “  And  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus  ;  for  he  shall  save  his 

people  from  their  sins.”  The  members  ot  this  association  declare, 
that  their  sentiments  respecting  the  apostacy  of  mankind,  and  the 
recovery  of  such  as  shall' be  saved,  &c.  &c.  agree  with  the  con¬ 
fession  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  of  the  reformed  Dutch  church, 
of  the  congregational  church,  and  with  the  Saybrook  platform, 
in  Connecticut ;  but  that  they  prefer,  to  all  other  human  compo¬ 
sitions,  the  confession  of  faith  put  forth,  in  England,  by  upwards 
of  one  hundred  churches  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  16895 
and  adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  Association  and  otheisin  Ame¬ 
rica.  Voted,  That  this  Association  meet  alternately  on  the 
East  and  West  sides  of  Hudson’s  River;  and  that  the  next  Asso¬ 
ciation  be  held  at  JVarxcick,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  October, 

179L 

The  Shaftsbxjry  Association,  from  Massachusett  s  and 
Ncw-York,  convened  at  Stockbridge,  June  1st  and  2d,  l/  f/L 
Elder  Justus  Dali  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  1 1  im. 
ii.  5.  Brother  Blood  delivered  a  discourse  the  next  day  from 
1  Cor.  iv.  20.  Their  circular  letter  is  on  the  difference  there  i? 
* 

£  Thf re  *3  none  printed  with  these  Minutes  of  1 79*' 
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between  the  power  of  churches  and  that  of  an  association.  The 
next  annual  meeting  to  be  at  Elder  Power’s  meeting-house,  in 
Stillwater ,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1792.  This  body  is  an 
union  of  twenty-six  churches  :  their  numbers  stand  thus  :  40S 
added,  63  dismissed,  31  excluded,  15  dead.  Total  in  commu¬ 
nion  1 777*  In  the  additions  of  this  year,  two  of  these  churches 
are  remarkably  distinguished.  To  the  church  at  Batt&kill  111  are 
added,  and  to  the  church  at  Stillwater  182. 

Salem ,  August  24th,  179E  I  have  very  lately  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Merril,  a  young  candidate  preaching,  at  Sedg- 
wfch,  who  writes  thus  :  “  It  is  now  harvest  time  with  us;  there 
has  been  a  shaking  among  the  dry  bones  for  more  than  three 
months  past.  Looking  round  in  the  valley  and  prophesying  has 
made  my  fatigues  great,  and  engrossed  my  time.  There  is  also 
considerable  attention  to  religion  in  several  of  the  adjacent  towns  : 
I  often  preach  in  one  or  another  of  them.  This  day  I  preached 
at  Penobscott.  Such  a  solemn  and  serious  attention  to  divine 
things  I  never  saw  before.  From  thirty  to  forty,  we  believe,  have 
been  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  ot  the  faithful,  I  have  reason  to  think,  increase  almost  daily, 

_ _ T- _ i-  _ _  £*  *  1  _  •  j  1  ,  1  •  1  n 


Comfort  our  friends  with  this  good  news/ 


On  June  1,  1791.  The  Contention  of  Ministers  of  the 
State  of  neiv  Hampshire,  met  according  to  adjournment, 
at  Concord. 


THE  Rev.  Mr.  Macclintock  preached  a  sermon  from  Haggai 
xi.  7 .  After  divine  service,  the  following  votes  were  passed  : 

1.  Voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  given  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Macclintock,  for  his  excellent  sermon,  preached  be¬ 
fore  them. 

2.  lhat  the  Rev.  Mr.  Farrar  be  appointed  to  preach  the  next 
convention  sermon. 

3.  That  the  Rev.  Mr,  Church  be  appointed  to  preach,  during 
four  weeks,  to  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  new  settled  towns  in 
this  State,  who  are  destitute  of  preaching. 

4.  That  the  Ministers  of  the  several  denominations  in 
this  State,  who  are  judged  by  their  own  orders  and  societies  to 
be  men  ol  virtue,  and  in  regular  standing,  be  invited  to  join  this 
Convention  at  their  next  meeting,  to  form  one  united  cleri¬ 
cal  body. 

5.  That  the  Committee  be  raised  to  draft  an  address  to  the 
vacant  societies  in  this  State,  requesting  and  exhorting  them  to 
take  great  care  that  they  do  not  employ  vicious  men  as  preachers: 
nor  any  men  unless  they  have  good  recommendations  "from  a  num¬ 
ber  oi  ministers  of  known  reputation  and  virtue. 

From 
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From  Major  Goforth*,  Washington ,  Kentucky, 
-September  3,  1791’ 

“  ONE  of  the  Indian  captives  lately  died  at  this  place— his 
Excellency  Governor  St.  Clair  gave  liberty  to  the  rest  to  bury 
the  corpse  according  to  the  custom  of  their  nation  ;  the  mode  is, 
that  the  body  be  wrapped  in  a  shroud,  over  which  they  put  a 
blanket,  a  pair  of  moggasins  on  the  feet,  and  seven  day's  rations 
by  the  side  of , the  head,  with  other  necessaries.  The  march, 
from  Fort-Washington  was  very  solemn  ;  on  their  arrival  at  the 
grave,  the  corpse  was  let  down,  and  the  relatives  immediately  re- 
ti red— — aia  aged  matron  then  descended  into  the  grave,  and  placed 
the  blanket  according  to  rule,  and  fixed  the  provisions  in  such 
manner  as  she  thought  would  be  most  handy  and  convenient  to 
her  departed  friend ;  casting  her  eyes  about  to  see  if  all  was  right, 
she  found  the  deceased  was  barefoot,  and  enquired  why  they  had 
omitted  the  moggasins  ?  The  white  person  who  superintended  the 
whole  business, "informed  her,  that  there  were  no  good  moggasins 
in  the  store,  but  that  by  way  of  amends  they  had  put  a  suffici¬ 
ency  of  leather  in  the  knapsack  to  make  two  pail  at  tire  same 
time  shewing  her  the  leather,  With  this  she  appealed  satisfied, 
saying,  thather  friend  was  well  acquainted  with  making  them. 

A  few  particulars  respecting  this  country,  may  not  be  un¬ 
interesting  to  you. 

“Washington  is  the  county  town  for  the  county  of  Mason,  and 
is  the  second,  in  point  of  population,  in  Kentucky. 

«  The  county  of  Hamilton  lies  between  the  two  Miami  Ri¬ 
vers.  Just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami  is  a  garrison 
called  Fort  Miami.  At  a  small  distance  below  this  garrison  is  the 
town  of  Columbia.  About  six  miles  from  Columbia,  is  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  which  is  the  county  town  of  the  county  of 
Hamilton  ;  and  here  is  erected  Fort-Washington ,  the  head  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Federal  army  This  fort  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Licking  River.  Seven 
miles  below  this  is  a  settlement  of  eighteen  or  twenty  families, 
called  South  Bend— about  seven  miles  from  this,  also  on  the 
Ohio,  is  the  city  of  Miami,  founded  by  the  Hon,  John  Cleves 
Symm.es— 1 2  miles  up  the  Great  Miami  is  the  settlement  called 
Dunlap’s  Station— and  12  miles  up  the  Little  Miami  is  a  settle¬ 
ment  called  CavauTt’s  Station,  The  numbers  of  militia  in  these 
places,  according  to  the  best  accounts  I  have  received,  are,  at 
Columbia,  200  ;  Cincinnati,  150;  South  Bend,  20  ;  city  of 
Miami,  80  ;  Dunlap’s.  15  ;  and  at  Cavault  s,  20, 
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ON  Wednesday  September  the  7th,  was  celebrated  the  Anni¬ 
versary  commencement  of  Pdiode-Island  College. 

The  procession,  at  half  past  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  moved  in  the 
usual  order  (preceded  by  the  Independent  Artillery  Company, 
commanded  by  Col,  Tillinghast,  in  uniform),  from  the  College- 
Hall  to  the  Baptist  Meeting-House,  where  the  following  exercises 
were  performed,  after  an  introductory  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Stillman : 

Salutatory  oration — The  history  of  eloquence — By  William 
Hunter. 

A  dissertation. —  Comparison  of  ancient  and  modern  literature, 
-—By  Samuel  White  Baylies, 

An  English  oration  on  the  causes  of  the  difference  of'  the 
moral  faculty— By  George  Rawson  Burril. 

A  dissertation  on  civil  Liberty— By  James  Ellis, 

A  disputation  on  the  following  question,  “  Is  fashion,  every 
thing  considered,  beneficial  to  mankind?’'’  By  Elisha  Fairbanks 
and  John  Morse, 

An  oration  on  Yillany  considered  as  the  source  of  empire-- 
By  James  Brown  Mason. 

A  Greek  oration—A  comparison  of  Demosthenes  and  Cicero— 
By  Chiron  Penniman. 

An  oration  on  the  influence  of  the  fine  arts  on  society— By 
Samuel  King, 

This  concluded  the  exercises  of  the  forenoon. 

The  procession  then  returned  to  the  chancellor’s  house. 

At  three  o’clock,  P,  M.  they  returned  to  the  Meeting-house, 

In  the  afternoon  were  the  following  exhibitions  by  the  candL 
dates  for  the  Master’s  degree. 

An  oration  on  the  difference  between  law  and  constitution, 
by  James  Burril. 

An  oration  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  President  Manning,  by 
Simeon  Dogget, 

An  oration— past,  present,  and  future  prospects  of  America, 
fey  Jabcz  Bowen, 

An 
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An  oration  on  the  rights  of  brutes,  by  Herman  Dogget. 

An  oration  on  the  difference  hr  the  spirit  of  heroism  in  the 
different  periods  of  society,  by  Josias  Lyndon  Arnold. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the 

following  young  gentlemen,  viz. 

Jonathan  Abbot,  Samuel  White  Baylies,  Barnabas  Billing, 
Georo-e  Rawson  Burril,  James  Ellis,  Elisha  Fairbanks,  William 
Hartf  Joseph  Searles  Hunt,  William  Hunter,  John  Jones,  Samuel 
King,  James  Brown  Mason,  John  Morse,  Chiron  Pennimaiip 

Obadiah  Penniman,  and  Jonathan  Russell. 

And  the  degree  of  Master  in  the  Arts  on  the  following  young 

^  Mr.  Tutor  Dogget,  Amos  Maine  Atwell,  William  Barton, 
Jabez  Bowen,  James  Burril,  Samuel  Eddy,  George  Jackson, 
Harding  Harris,  Eli  King,  Benjamin  Adams,  Stephen  Tillinghast, 

Beniamin  Whitman,  and  Josias  Reed. 

Josias  Lyndon  Arnold,  alumnus  of  Dartmouth  college,  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  ;  also  Apollos  Leonard9 

of  Taunton,  Esq.  and  Joseph  Holbrook. 

The  decree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  also  conferred  on  the  Sieur 
Joseph  dS la  Tomb,  Consul  of  France,  resident  in  Boston. 

The  President  then  gave  a  charge  to  the  Bachelors  ot  Arts. 
Then  followed  the  valedictory  oration,  by  Jonathan  Russell. 

A  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman  concluded.  . 

The  exercises  of  the  day  were  enlivened  and  enriched  by  some 
excellent  pieces  of  Music,  performed  by  the  Boston  band,  which 
the  young  gentlemen  who  graduated  had  procured  tor  this  oc- 


The*  Hon.  David  Howell,  Esq.  was  appointed  President  for 
the  day.  and  did  himself  honour  by  the  judicious  mannei  in  which 

he  executed  that  important  trust*.  . 

The  young  gentleman  performed  their  several  parts  to  the 
universal  applause  of  crouded  audiences,  in  both  paits  of  the 
day.  And  although  it  was  wet,  and  rather  disagreeable  weather, 
it  did  not  prevent  a  brilliant  assemblage  from  enlivening,  by  then 
presence,  the  exercises  of  the  day.  Ihe  order  and  decorum,  on 

this  occasion,  were  remarkable.  _  _  1 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  corporation  of  Rhode  Island  co  - 
lece,  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown  was  elected  a  trustee  in  the  place  of 
N?cholas  Brown,  Esq.  deceased;  Mr,  John  Francis  was  elected 
a  trustee,  in  the  place  of  John  Jenckes,  Esq.  deceased  ;  and  A  r, 
John  Mason  was  elected  a  trustee  in  the  place  ot  Colonel  byN 

vester  Child,  resigned.  _  .  r  , 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Maxcy  was  elected  Professor  of  Divinity 

in  the  College.  „  _  .  .. 

Mr.  Asa  Messer,  of  Flaverhill,  a  graduate  of  the  college,  was 


elected  a  tutor.  ,  ^  „ 

*  His  elegant  and  animated  charge  to  the  graduates  follows. 

-  °  EDITOR. 
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CHARGE* 

Delivered  by  the  Hon.  DAVID  HOWELL,  Etq, 
to  the  Graduates  of  Providence  College  on  Com-? 
mencement-day,  Sept.  7th,  1 79 1 . 

Yohji®  Gentlemen, 

nn  he  occasion  which  has  devolved  on  me  the  duty  of 
v  JL  addressing  you,  cannot  fail  to  impress  your  minds 
with  an  uncommon  degree  of  seriousness. 

Y  our  beloved  President,  from  whose  lips  you  have  been 
accustomed  to  receive  lessons  of  wisdom,  is  not  here  to 
give  you  his  last  benediction;  he  is  gone  to  the  world  of 
spirits  ;  and,  as  we  hope  and  trust,  to  receive  the  rewards 
of  his  labours  of  love  and  of  virtue. 

The  patrons  of  the  College  could  not,  however,  permit 
you  to  bid  adieu  to  this  institution  without  authorising 
one  of  their  number  to  address  you. 

Although  I  have  not  a  personal  acquaintance  with  all 
of  you,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  entertain  such 
an  affectionate  solicitude  for  your  welfare  as  your  imme¬ 
diate  instructors  ;  yet  the  part  I  have  taken,  as  an  overseer 
of  your  progress  in  learning,  and  the  former  relation  I  sus¬ 
tained  to  this  College,  for  many  years,  as  a  teacher, 
awaken  in  me,  on  this  solemn  occasion,  the  most  tender 
and  sincere  concern  for  your  future  welfare  in  life. 

The  pittance  of  time  allotted  to  a  collegiate  education, 
can  suffice  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  learning ;  the 
superstructure  must  be  reared  by  the  assiduous  attention 
of  after-years. 

i  •  /  v 

This  day  enlarges  you  into  the  world.  Extensive  fields 
open  to  your  view.  You  have  to  explore  the  scenes,  and 
to  make  an  election  of  the  character  that  best  pleases  you 
on  the  great  Theatre  of  Life. 

“  Seekest  thou  great  things  for  thyself  ?  Seek  them  notf 
said  the  ancient  prophet  to  Baruck  his  scholar  and  scribe. 
An  overweening  fondness  for  our  abilities,  leads  us,  in  the 
ardour  of  youth,  to  pourtray  in  our  imagination  future 
greatness.  Time  and  experience  only  can  correct  the 

*  Copied  from  the  Gazette  of  the  Unjted  States,  published  by  John 
Fenno,  Philadelphia. 
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frror  and  reduce  us  to  think  of  ourselves  soberly,  and  as 
we  ought.  Human  life  is  full  of  disappointments. 

A  readiness  to  listen  to  counsel  is  the  surest  mark  of 
wisdom  in  youth.  “  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  ts 
safety.”  When,  therefore,  you  are  aboutto  take  any  impor¬ 
tant  step  in  life,  omit  not  to  consult  your  friends;  and  let 
your  decision  be  the  result  of  deep  reflection,  and  the  most 

careful  circumspection.  .  •  r;se 

If  you  wish  for  prosperity  m  yourwoildly  afhnrs,  r 
early  in  the  morning,  and  attend  to  your  own  business  with 
diligence,  punctuality,  and  order  ;  pay  a  sacied  legal d 
truth  and  justice;  liVe  temperately,  and  moderate  you 
passions  by  listening  to  the  voice  of  reason.  Take  not  the 
lead  in  fashions,  nor  suffer  yourselves  to  be  nomd  foi  8  nb 
larity.  Discover  your  knowledge  on  proper  oc^asio  , 
but  avoid  an  affected  and  pedantic  display  oi  it. 

Let  the  rights  of  man  ever  be  held  sacred.  A  moment  3 
reflection  will  convince  you,  that  other’s  rights  are  as  in¬ 
violable  as  your  own;  and  a  small  degree  of  virtue  will 
lead  you  to" respect  them.  He  that  serves  mankind  m  .  - 
successfully,  and  with  the  best  principles,  serves  his  Uea- 
tor  most  acceptably.  Be  cautious  ot  bandying  into  parties 
they  regard  neither  the  abilities  nor  virtues  of  men,  bu 
only  their  subserviency  to  present  purposes  ;  they  aie  a 
snare  to  virtue  and  amischief  to  society.  W  ith  this  Ceutio 
on  your  mind,  you  will  never  revile  or  speak  evil  of  vno* 

sects,  classes,  or  societies  of  men.  . 

In  the  choice  of  friends  and  companions,  rather  aspne 
to  those  above  you  in  life,  than  sink  to  those  below  ;  the 
former  line  of  conduct  will  mark  a  generous  ambition, the 
latter  indicates  baseness  and  exility  ot  thought :  from  the 
former  yon  are  to  expect  advantages,  and  from  the  la  «■ 
an  incumbrance.  To  cbtain  this  object  will  require  the 
extension  of  your  abilities  and  the  growth  of  your  virtues. 

Never  aim  to  rise  in  life  by  depressing  others  ;  it  is  moie 
manly  to  rely  on  the  strength  of  ones  own  abilities  and 
merit.  Avoid  publishing,  or  even  listening  to  scandal. 
To  mention,  with  pleasure,  the  virtues  even  ot  a  mat,  e 

notes  a  great  mind.  ^  , 

Trifle  not  with  yourselves,  nor  suffer  your sel\es  to  be 

trifled  with  bv  others.  If  you  rightly  estimate  your  own 
merit,  the  world  will  not  longdifler  from  you.  Avoid  con- 
traditions,  or  soften  them.  Aim  to  instruct  and  enter¬ 
tain  your  company,  rather  than  to  divert  them  with  n 
affectation  of  wit,  and  scurrility  of  a  droll, 
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Render  to  your  superiors  due  respect.  Order  is  Heaven’s 
first  law.  Nature  teaches  subordination  ;  society  demands 
it.  _  The  best  soldiers  make  the  best  officers ;  and  the  best 
citizens  the  best  rulers.  Yet  carefully  distinguish  the  ho¬ 
nours  paid  to  rank  and  office,  from  those  paid  to  personal 
merit;  and  let  the  latter  be  the  principal  object  of  your 
ambition. 

Forget  not  this  precious  motto  :  Nihil  humanum  a  me 
puto  alienum”  Consider  every  one  in  human  shape  as  your 
brother;  and  “let  charity  in  golden  links  of  love  connect  ifou 
with  the  brotherhood  oj  man.”  Let  your  benevolence  be 
broad  as  the  ocean  ;  your  candour  brilliant  as  the  sun,  and 
your  compassion  &  humanity  extensive  as  the  human  race. 

The  brevity  and  uncertainty  of  life,  should  admonish  us 
never  to  procrastinate  the  duties  of  the  present  time.  Of 
all  things,  our  salvation  is  of  the  greatest  moment.  Man  s. 
fallen  into  a  wretched  state  of  sin  and  depravity,  and  needs 
a  renovation  of  nature — the  implantation  and  cultivation 
of  the  sublime  virtues  of  Christianity  to  restore  him  to  his 
true  dignity — to  qualify  him  for  happiness.  The  very 
natures  of  God  and  his  creatures 'give  birth  to  fixed  and 
immutable  relations  between  them.  These  are  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  virtue,  and  as  solid  as  those  of  the  everlasting 
mountains.  It  is  not  possible  for  man  to  become  happy 
otherwise  than  by  conforming  to  the  laws  of  his  nature; 
by  becoming  really  and  truly  such  as  man  ought  to  be,  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed. 

The  sacred  scriptures  are  to  be  the  study  of  your  lives  ; 
nor  let  it  be  thought  an  employment  beneath  a  gentleman ; 
Newton,  Locke,  andthe  mosteminent  philosophers  studied 
and  wrote  commentaries  on  them.  It  is  a  mark  of  vanity 
to  speak  lightly  of  revelation.  Not  to  admire  those  ancient 
and  sublime  books  shews  a  want  of  taste  in  fine  writing, 
as  well  as  of  real  judgment  in  discerning  the  truth.  And 
here  let  me  caution  you  never  to  ridicule  whatever  may  be 
held  sacred  by  atiy  devout  and  judicious  man.  If  you  can¬ 
not  join  with  him,  at  least  do  not  disturb  him  by  your 
irreverence. 

Young  gentlemen,  it  is  your  good  fortune  to  enter  on 
life  in  a  country  peculiarly  favoured  by  the  bounteous 
hand  of  Nature,  and  blessed  with  the  best  government  in 
the  world.  Your  education  distinguishes  you  among  your 
fellows  ;  the  eyes  of  many  are  fixed  on}mu.  Your  parents 
and  friends,  have,  no  doubt,  the  most  flattering  hopes  of 
your  future  eminence  ;  Do  not  disappoint  them.  The 

patrons 
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gntl  his  amiable  example  ;  Ld  to  prepare  to  follow  him. 


In  behalf  of  the  Corporation, 
Young  Gentlemen, 

I  bid  you— FAREWEL. 


On  Wed.  Sept.  28,  1791,  was  celebrated  the  Annual  Com¬ 
mencement  of  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey.  The 
exercises  of  the  day  being  concluded,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  ot 
Arts  was  conferred  on  the  following  young  gentlemen,— Joseph 
Caldwell,  John  Noble,  Jesse  Taylor,  Maltby  Gelston,  Richard 
Harwood,  Stephen  Wayne,  John  R.  Bleecker,  David  Barclay, 
Francis  Markoe,  Samuel  Sharp  Dickinson,  Ebenezer  Rhea, 
James  Q.  Roosevelt,  Allen  B.  Ducket,  John  MJCrady,  Stevens 
j  Lewis,  Ebenezer  Pierson,  Jacob  Burnet,  Elias  Vanartsdalen, 
Peter  Wikoff;  and  on  Mr.  Frederick  Stone,  Robert  H.  Gale, 
Henry  Holiday,  ail  of  Maryland ;  and  also  Messieurs  James 
Campbell,  Henry  and  Robert  I.  Callaway,  of  Virginia  ;  members 
of  this  class  who  were  absent.  Mr.  David  Bogart,  of  Columbia 
College,  Batchelor  of  Arts,  was  admitted  ad  eundem  ;  Mr.  Leman 
Law, "of  Yale  College,  Batchelor  of  Arts  was  admitted  ad  eundem. 
The’ degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  Mr.  James 
Thomson,  James  Imlay,  Nathaniel  Howel,  Tredwell  Smith,  John 
Murray,  Ralph  Hunt,  alumni  of  this  College.  And  on  . 

The  Rev.  Gerardus  Arnest  Kreyssers,  one  of  the  ministers  of 
the  Low  Dutch  Church,  New  York.  The  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Pivinity  was  conferred  on  the  Rev,  John  Newton,  of  St.  Mary 


Woohioth .  London ;  the  Rev.  Moses  Mather,  of  Middlesex ,  Con- 

nnf'rii  r'nt. 
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necticut ;  and  on  the  Rev.  John  Jamieson,  of  Forfar,  in  Scotland , 
The  degree  of  Doctor'  or  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Hon, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.  Secretary  of  State,  and  on  the  Hon,  Alex¬ 
ander  Hamilton,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  *. 

Philadelphia . 

te  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Robert  Carter ,  of  Nominy,  Virginia,”  the 
gentleman  who  is  so  respectfully  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of 
the  Registerf,  “  has  emancipated  442  slaves. — This  is  a  sacrifice 
on  the  altar  of  humanity  of  perhaps  an  hundred  thousand  dollars /* 
If  this  be  true,  vote  him  a  triumph,  crown  hing  with  laurels,  and. 
Jet  the  million  listen  while  he  sings-— — 

il  I  would  not  have  a  slave  to  till  my  ground, 

To  carry  me,  to  fan  me  while  I  sleep, 

And  tremble  when  I  wake,  for  all  the  wealth 
That  sinews  bought  and  sold  have,  ever- earn'd. 

No  :  dear  as  freedom  is,  and  in  my  hearty 
Just  estimation  priz’d  above  all  price, 

I  had  much  rather  be  myself  the  slave, 

And  wear  the  bonds,  than  fasten  them  on  him.” 

Extract  of  Letters  from  Boston  and  Philadelphia  dated 

''October  5,  #c.  1791. 

THERE  has  been  a  very  pleasing  revival  of  religion  at  Boston 
for  eighteen  months  past.  The  Lord  has  evidently  been  at  work  in 
that  citjL  Dr.  Stillman,  Pastor  of  the  first.  Baptist  Church  there, 
had  for  some  time  felt  a  greater  desire  than  usual  for  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  sinners,  which  naturally  led  him  to  more  than  common  ex¬ 
ertions.  These  circumstances  gave  encouragement  to  hope,  that 
the  Lord  was  on  his  way  to  visit  his  people.  An  uncommon  se¬ 
riousness  and  attention  were  observed  in  the  public  assemblies  ;  the 
people  seemed  to  stand  on  tip-toe  to  hear  the  word,  at  length 
some  persons  became  anxious  and  inqusitive  about  their  salvation, 
About  August  I79O,  several  young  persons  went  a  small  distance 
into  the  country  to  visit  a  sensible  pious  friend.  His  godly  con¬ 
versation  was  the  means  of  awakening  one  or  two  of  them  ;  who, 
when  they  got  among  their  young*  acquaintance,  in  a  factory 
where  they  all  wrought  together,  were  the  means  of  awakening 
several  others ;  and,  at  length,  a  considerable  number  of  them 
were  evidently  under  great  concern  of  mind.  Some  of  them 
visited  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin,  pastor  of  the  second  Baptist 
church  at  Boston  ;  thirteen  or  fourteen  of  them  at  a  time  have 

*  Had  the  fall  account  of  this  commencement  arrived  it  should  have  been 
introduced.  Editor. 
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been  in  Dr.  Stillman's  study;  enquiring  what  they  should  do  to 
be  saved  At  this  time  Mr.  Baldwin,  or  Dr.  Stillman,  preached 
or  expounded  almost  every  night  in  the  week;  and  several  even- 
ina  societies  were  set  up,  which  have  been  generally  thronged 
ever  since.  Those  persons  who,  in  a  judgment  of  chanty,  were 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  made  a  public  profession  , 
others  were  deeply  convinced  of  sm,  by  seeing  their  companions 
leavim^them ,  and,  as  they  thought,  going  to  heaven.  Thus 
the  work,  which  was  chiefly  among  the  young  people,  went  on 
gradually,  and  what  is  a  very  pleasing,  circumstance,  » at imaUy 
without  much  noise  or  show.  It  was  remarkable,  how  c  early 
they  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  their  guilt,  and  lost  conuition, 
and  ot  the  justice  of  Gecl  in  their  condemnation,  as  well  as  ol 
the  methodtf  salvation  by  Christ.  Thirty-eight  have  been  al¬ 
ready  added  to  nr.  Stillman's  church,  of  the  number  ,s  one  of 
his  own  daughters, a  most  amiable  natural  temper,  lately  married, 
and  ten  more  candidates  for  baptism  were  m  the  same  society 
besides  others  hopefully  brought  to  believe  in  Jesus  T  h  rty 
three  have  been  joined  to  Mr.  Baldwin  s  church  m  the  course  o 
the  year,  and  at  the  above  date  they  had  a  number  waiting  for 
the  holy  ordinance  of  baptism.  Several  persons  also  N 
taken  into  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher’s,  and  the  B«v  Mi.  EcUey 
church  (two  respectable  Paedobaptist  ministers  at  Boston)  but  we 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  say  how  many  One  of 
the  letters,  from  which  the  above  is  extracted,  expresses  a  fear 
that  the  work  is  almost  over;  another  says,  we  hope  that  Go 
will  continue  to  work  gloriously;  alL  the  glory  shall  be  ms  for 

ever.  Dr.  Stillman’s  meeting-house,  has  just  been  en  at  g  « . 

end  twenty-two  feet,  it  is  now  seventy-eight  by  fifty-six  tee.. 

One  J  the  correspondents  adds,  “  I  hope  at  some  future 
period,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  an  accurate  account  of  a  glo¬ 
rious  work  of  God’s  Spirit  in  New  Hampshire,  which  began  a 
year  ago,  last  spring,  and  has  extended  through  several  towns. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Shephard  has  baptized  more  tnan  an  handled 
and  fifty,  and  the  work  still  goes  on.  There  have  been  also  veiy 
considerable  revivals*  in  many  churches  of  other  denominations 

in  this  land.’' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Evangelical  Episcopalian  Clergy- 
man  in  Wales,  dated  November,  1791. 

YOU  enquire  about  the  state  of  the  churches  in  Wales.  I 
have  nothin®  but  what  is  favourable  to  communicate.  We  had 

lately  a  very’ comfortable  Association  at  Pw  Ihclly,  some  thou¬ 
sand!  attended,  more  than  ever  were  seen  there  before.  And 
here,  in  cur  town  of  Bala,  we  have  had  a  very  great,  powci.ul, 

.  Accurate  accounts  of  them  from  any  person, '.would  be 
ccptable.  and 
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amd  glorious  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  our  God  on  the  people 
in  general,  especially  on  children,  and  the  young  people.  The 
state  of  the  soul  is  become' the  general  concern  of  the  country. 
Scores  of  the  wildest  and  most  inconsiderate  of  our  young  peo-- 
ple  ot  both  s^xes  have  been  awakened.  Their  convictions  have 
been  very  clear  and  powerful,  and,  in  some  instances,  so  deep  as 
to  bring  them  to  the  brink  of  despair.  Their  consolations  also 
have  been  equally  strong.  If  the  Lord  is  graciously  pleased  to 
continue  the  work,  as  it  has  prevailed  for  some  weeks  past,  the 
Devil’s  kingdom  will  be  in  ruins  in  this  neighbourhood.  Ride 
on  !  ride  on  !  thou  king  of  glory,  is  the  fervent  cry  of  my  soul 
day  and  night,  I  verily  believe  the  Lord  means  soon  to  give  the 
kingdom  of  darkness  a  dreadful  shake,  for  he  takes  off  the  pil¬ 
lars  of  it.  Those  who  were  foremost  in  the  service  of  Satan,  and 
rebellion  against  God,  are  now  among  the  foremost  in  seeking 
salvation  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  It  is  an  easy  work  to  preach 
the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  here  at  this  time.  Divine  truths  have 
their  own  infinite  weight  and  importance  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  :  beams  of  divine  light,  together  with  divine  irresistible 
energy  accompany  every  truth  delivered.  It  is  glorious  to  see 
how  the  stoutest  hearts  are  bowed,  and  the  hardest  melted  down. 

I  would  not  have  been  without  seeing  what  I  have  lately  seen, 
no,  not  for  the  world.  These  are  the  blessed  things  I  have  to 
Telate  to  you,  my  dear  Brother,  respecting  poor  Wales.  The 
charity  schools  here  are  abundantly  blessed.  Children  that  were 
aforetime  like  jewels  buried  in  rubbish,  now  appear  with  divine 
lustre,  and  transcendent  beauty.  Little  children  from  six  to  twelve 
years, are  affected,  and  astonished, and  overpowered;  their  yours? 
minds,  day  and  night,  are  filled  with  nothing  but  soul  concern. 
All  I  say  is  matter  of  fact ;  I  have  not  exaggerated  in  the  least 
degree,  nor  related  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole :  the  Lord  hath 
done  great  things  for  us  :  And  to  him  be  all  the  praise. 

AN  ELEGY 

ON  THE  DEATH  OP  THE 

Rev.  ROBERT  DAY,  A.  M. 

V^ho  departed  this  life  April  ift,  1791. 

By  the  Rev.  BENJAMIN  FRANCIS. 

- -—rawas - 

\\  HAT,  DAY  no  more  !  the  holy  prophet  dead  f 
What  pungent  grief  the  doleful  tidings  spread  ! 

Fair  Zion  weeps  and  trembles  at  the  sound  ;  | 

The  stroke  how  heavy,  and  how  deep  the  wound  l 
Insatiate  death  !  how  hast  thou  forc’d  away. 

From  our  embrace,  our  dear,  our  honour’d  DAY  l 
How  hast  thou  snatch’d  the  shepherd  from  the  flock  ; 

Thy  steps  how  silent !  ah,  how  great  the  shock  ! 


While 
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'While  silent  grief  sits  pensive  on  each  eye, 

And  friendship  heaves  the  sympathetic  sigh, 

The  plaintive  muse  would  bear  her  tender  pait 
And  sing  the  feelings  of  a  mournful  heart; 

A  heart  whose  fibres  long  had  twin'd  around 
The  lovely  sajnt,  on  earth  no  longer  found ; 

A  heart  that  bleeds  for  her  departed  DAY, 

And  longs,  like  him,  to  drop  her  cumb’rous  clay. 
Calm  and  resign’d  his  chequer’d  life  he  clos  d, 

On  Jesus’  breast  his  weary  head  repos’d ; 

Lay  undismay’d  ’midst  savage  death  s  alarms, 

And  fell  asleep  within  his  Saviour’  arms : 

But  fell  asleep  to  wake  in  endless  light, 

A  shining  saint  enrob’d  in  spotless  white, 

To  join  with  angels  in  their  blest  employ. 

And  take  his  fill  of  everlasting  joy. 

Come  ye,  his  dear  relations,  clad  in  grief, 

(The  smiles  of  Heaven  afford  you  full  relict !) 

Come  ye,  the  people  of  his  joy  and  care, 

Whose  fruits  of  love,  alas,  no  more  ye  share . 

Fruits  sweet  and  pleasant,  wholesome  and  mature, 

To  feed  the  hungry,  the  diseas’d  to  cure— 

Come  ye,  his  brethren,  in  the  Loid  of  Love, 

Whose  souls,  like  his,  would  bear  us  all  above, 

Come  ye,  his  friends  in  parts  remote,  whose  eyes 
No  more  behold  him  underneath  the  sides  : 

Come  ye,  who  saw  the  Christian  and  divine, 

For  half  an  age,  in  him  so  brightly  shine,— 

Come,  join  the  muse  around  the  prophet  s  tom  a, 
Where  dwells  a  long,  but  not  an  endless  gloom  ; 

With  mingled  tears  bedew  the  dear  remains, 

Where  lodg’d  a  soul  that  now  in  glory  reigns  ; 

The  ambient  air  with  lamentations  load, 

And  send  your  sighs  thro’  all  the  land  abroad  . 

Then  cease  to  weep,  and  raise  your  glitt  ring  eyes 
To  the  bright  mansions  in  the  blissful  skies : 

There,  there,  behold,  still  listening  to  his  song, 

The  shining  saint  among  th’  angelic  throng  ; 

Nor  cease  to  gaze,  till  ye,  like  DAY  ascend, 

And,  round  the  throne,  with  him  your  praises  blend. 

No  more,  alas !  we  see  the  lovely  face, 

And  placid  mien,  that  shone  with  every  grace, 

That  gladden’d  all  within  his  dear  abode, 

The  friendly  circle,  and  the  house  of  God  . 

No  more,  alas,  we  hear  his  charming  tongue, 

With  hallow’d  fire,  address  th’  attentive  throng, 

'  And  sound  abroad  the  great  Redeemer’s  name, 

His  peerless  glories  and  his  deathless  fame . 

No  more  the  widow  and  ths  oiphan  find 
In  him  a  friend  benevolent  and  kind  . 


Death's 
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Death's  dark  abode  conceals  him  from  our  eyes: 
But  oh,  what  worth  in  death's  dark  mansion  lies  ! 

In  early  youth  how  singularly  meek  ! 

How  rarely  virtuous !  how  inclin'd  to  seek 
Celestial  wisdom  for  his  constant  guide  ! 

And  how  devoid  of  arrogance  and  pride  !  t 

How  he  devoted  to  his  Saviour's  praise 
The  strength  and  beauty  of  his  younger  days. 

With  cheerful  feet  his  shining  footsteps  trod 
And  burn'd  with  love  to  his  redeeming  God-1 
How  was  he  bless'd  with  every  grace  divine, 

That  made  his  spirit  and  deportment  shine  ! 

What  lowliness,  what  rectitude  of  mind, 

What  meekness,  zeal,  and  sanctity,  combin'd 
With  ch  ristian  prudence,  fortitude  serene, 

And  soft  address,  adorn'd  his  humble  mien  l 
Humility,  with  all  her  beauteous  train, 

Ran  thro'  his  conduct,  like  a  golden  chain  ; 

And  could  his  virtues  be  described  at  large, 

A  stranger  might  with  fulsome  flattery  charge 
Th'  impartial  muse,  while  friends  who  knew  him  best 
Would  own  that  half  his  worth  was  not  express'd. 

A  friend  to  concord,  and  a  foe  to  strife,- 
He  walk'd  with  God  thro'  every  stage  of  life. 

The  sacred  page,  devotion,  prayer,  and  praise, 

Were  dear  companions  ol  his  toilsome  days. 

In  prayer  how  fervent!  how  devout !  how  sweet . 

And  oh,  how  humble  at  Jehovah's  feet  1 

His  mmd  how  placid  midst  tempestuous  giivf  . 

In  each  distress  he  found  divine  relief. 

IIow  did  he  hold  communion  with  his  God, 

"While  the  vain  world  beneath  his  feet- he  trode. 

How  did  his  soul  ascend  the  realms  above, 

On  the  strong  pinions  of  seraphic  love  ! 

And  how,  at  length,  she  took  her  joyful  flight 
To  those  fair  regions  of  supreme  delight ! 

In  him  the  Christian,  husband,  parent,  friend. 

And  pastor,  shone  resplendent  to  the  end  , 

Nor  can  the  Muse  determine,  (such  his  light!) 

In  which  he' shin'd  superlatively  bright. 

Fir'd  with  a  sacred  evangelic  zeal 
For  Jesus’  name,  and  man's  immortal  weal* 

By  Heaven  commission’d  for  the  grand  design, 

And  fraught  with  knowledge,  human  and  divine, 

He  spread  the  tidings  of  salvation  round, 

His  trumpet  gave  a  sweet  and  certain  sound. 

From  Sinai's  top,  wrapt  in  the  thundering  cloud, 

The  sinners  doom  first  he  pronounc  d  aloua, 
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With  awe  describing  his  tremendous  state, 

To  rouse  the  wretch  asleep  at  hell's  dark  gate; 

Next,  from  the  summit  of  fair  Zion’s  hill. 

Where  flowers  abound,  and  copious  dews  distill, 

He  pour’d  a  flood  of  gospel  light  along 
From  a  warm  heart  and  a  melodious  tongue. 

Christ  and  his  cross  was  his  delightful  theme, 

The  fountain  whence  immortal  blessings  stream. 

How  he  describ’d  the  wonders  ol  his  love, 

Or  bleeding  here,  or  triumphing  above  ! 

How  he  proclaim’d  his  free  stupendous  grace, 

Shewn  to  the  vilest  of  our  guilty  race  ! 

How  clear,  important,  and  harmonious  were 
The  various  truths  with  which  he  charm’d  our  ear  1 
And  what  an  unction  from  above  perfum’d 
His  ministrations,  and  his  mind  illum’d  ! 

Th’  attentive  sinner  trembled  at  the  sound, 

The  contrite  heart  sweet  consolation  tound  : 

Each*  heavenly  grace  beneath  liis  doctrine  grew, 

His  doctrine  tell  as  the  refreshing  dew, 

And  the  plantation  favour’d  with  his  care 
Bore  ample  fruit,  delicious,  kind,  and  fair  : 

Still,  like  the  cedar,  may  it  spread  its  root, 

Still,  like  the  vine,  produce  abundant  fruit. 

Wise  as  the  serpent,  harmless  as  the  dove, 

He  shone  with  prudence,  while  he  flam'd  with  love. 
No  frothy  wit,  that  damps  devotion’s  flame, 

Defil’d  his  lips,  to  gain  a  vulgar  fame  ; 

His  solemn,  meek,  engaging  manner  shew'd, 

His  mind  was  with  each  heavenly  grace  endu’d. 

'No  furious  zeal,  no  speculations  wild, 

Possess’d  his  soul  devout,  serene,  and  mild  : 

A  sacred  ardor,  ied  with  love  divine, 

.  Glow’d  at  his  heart,  and  made  the  preacher  shine. 
No  filthy  lucre,  and  no  vain  applause, 

Inflam’d  his  breast;  he  serv’d  the  noble  cause 
Of  pure  religion  with  the  purest  mind  : 

Celestial  fire  had  all  his  soul  refin’d. 

But  ah,  bright  Day  no  longer  shines  below  ! 

No  longer  cheers  us  in  a  world  of  woe  ! 

The  radiant  Orb  no  longer  gilds  the  west ! 

Ah,  W cllington  !  how  sad  thy  throbbing  breast ! 
The  radiant  Orb  is  set,  but  set  to  rise 
With  greater  lustre,  and  in  brighter  skies ; 

He  now  reflects  the  Savior’s  praise  above, 

And  beams  with  glory  in  the  realms  of  love. 
Adieu,  blest  Saint !  till  we  thy  face  behold 
Where  Jesus  dwells,  where  all  his  charms  unfold, 
And  with  thee  there  join  all  the  ransom  d  throng, 
To  praise  the  Lamb  in  one  immortal  song. 
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Nor  Day  alone,  more  Lights  that  us’d  to  move 
Ajid  shine  along,  like  brilliant  stars  above, 

Have  lately  set,  or  rapidly  descend, 

And  soon,  alas,  their  radiant  course  will  end. 

What  sadness  spreads  o’er  Zion's  face  around  ! 

What  awful  gloom  overwhelms  her  hallowed  ground  l 
How  long  shall  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  reign, 

And  hold  his  captives  in  his  dark  domain  ? — 
for  ever  ?  No!  the  Prince  of  life,  ere  long, 

Shall,  with  his  arm  omnipotently  strong, 

Dethrone  the  tyrant,  last  of  Zion’s  foes, 

Of  all  her  mental  and  corporeal  woes ; 

Shall  with  his  voice  burst  open  all  the  cells  \ 

In  death’s  dread  prison,  where  confusion  dwells, 

'  And  with  the  brightness  of  his  face  illume 
The  deep  recesses  of  the  dismal  tomb. 

Lo  !  endless  life  and  heavenly  beauty  spread 
Thro’  all  the  regions  of  the  pious  dead  : 

Behold  the  saints  in  shining  crowds  arise 
To  meet  the  Lord  in  the  empyreal  skies  ! 

There,  there  I  see  my  honored  Day  ascend  ! 

Now,  cease  my  grief,  my  plaintive  numbers  end. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  ROBERT  HALL. 

Mr.  Robert  Hall  was  bom  in  1728,  April  15,  old 
style,  at  a  village  called  Black-Heddon,  in  the  parish  of 
Stanminton ,  about  twelve  miles  north-west  of  Nerccastle- 
upon-Ti/n'e ,  in  Northumberland.  His  father,  Mr.  Christo¬ 
pher  Hall ,  was  a  reputable  farmer,  as  were  his  ancestors; 
his  grandfather,  it  is  said,  lived  on  the  same  farm,  and 
was  born  in  the  same  house,  with,  his  great-grandson 
Robert.  His  father  was  a  worthy  honest  man,  of  the  epis¬ 
copal  persuasion,  but  his  mother  was  a  presbyterian.  He 
hoped  they  were  both  possessed  of  true  religion.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old, 
after  which  Robert  was  brought  up  with  an  uncle,  at 
Kirkley ,  three  miles  east  of  Black-Heddon ;  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  presbyterian  meeting,  but  with  little  advantage, 
the  minister  being  the  most  gross  Armmian  he  ever  met 
with. 

However,  the  first  year  after  he  went  there,  being  only 
twelve  years  old,  he  was  brought  under  deep  concern  of  soul. 
Hearing  another  youth,  who  was  himself  very  profligate, 

repeat 
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repeat  some  awful  things  respecting  the  Torments  of  hell, 
which  he  had  heard  “  the  parson  say  at  church”  a  few  days 
before,  he  was  immediately,  on  this  relation,  seized  with  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  guilt,  and  the  misery  of  eternal  ba¬ 
nishment  from  God.  ,  I* roiii  that  day,  self  abhoirence  at¬ 
tended  with  black  despair  occupied  his  mind  continually; 
often  accompanied  with  horrid  temptations  and  blasphe¬ 
mies,  which  ought  not  to  be  uttered.  He  could  see  no  w  ay 
of  escape  from  everlasting  ruin,  nor  was  any  satisfactory 
method  of  salvation  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  mimstei  he 
then  sat  under.  Thus  he  lived  lor  monttis  and  yeais,  as  on. 
the  brink  of  hell,  without  a  gleam  of  hope ;  and  so  oppres¬ 
sed  with  this  constant  burden,  that  he  could  scarcely  think 
of  any  thing  else,  and  hence  often  thought  of  himself  that 
he  had  not  Common  sense. ---M  ear  the  beginning  of  this 
time,  he  met  with  a  painful  accident,  by  which  he  broke  his 
arm  and  three  ribs;  and  before  he  was  cured,  being  sent 
out  into  the  harvest-field,  on  a  young  horse,  with  his  arm 
in  a  sling,  and  Tiding  near  a  place  where  they  were  felling 
some  trees;  the  sound  of  the  ax  affrighted  his  horse,  which 
ran  away  with  him,  and  threw  him  among  the  fallen 
branches.  By  this  fall  his  arm  was  broken  again,  with  his 
other  arm  and  collar  bone,  and  his  shoulder  put  out.  But 
he  has  •  reneatedly  declared,  that  all  the  pain  of  these 
broken  bones  did  by  no  means  equal  the  anguish  ot  his 
mind.  The  doleful  sound  of  f  damnation,  damnation, 
seemed  continually  in  his  ears.  He  apprehended  that  his 
sins  were  unpardonable,  and  that  God  could  not  save  him 
«7*he  would.  He  really  thought  God  must  be  reproached 
as  an  unholy  Being,  if  he  shewed  favour  to  such  a  sinner; 
and  therefore  he  concluded  it  vras  a  sin  for  him  to  desire 
salvation.  During  this  long  season  of  distress  he  had 
some  paroxysms  of  anguish  still  more  violent  than  what 
he  felt  in  general,  with  now  and  then  a  little  occasional  re¬ 
lief.  And  one  time  having  imbibed  a  notion,  some  how 
or  other,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  obtain  accept- 
w  ance  with  God,  and  to  be  finally  saved,  except  he  arrived 
%  at  a  state  of  sinless  perfection,  he  strove  very  hard  foi  it. 
In  order  to  bind  himself  more  effectually  to  duty,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a  written  covenant  with  God;  this  he  did,  it  if 
thought,  more  than  once.  However,  he  always  broke  in 
upoiThis  engagements,  and  was  convinced  that  he  had  sin¬ 
ned  a ^ain.  He  was  much  concerned  about  this,  and  the 
notion  still  continuing  that  he  must  either  arrive  at  sinless 
perfection  or  perish,  he  concluded,  as  the  last  expedient  ot 
which  he  could  think,  that  he  would  dnter  into  a  covenant 
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with  God  written  with  his  own  blood:  and  he  actually  tied 


a  ligature  round  his  finger,  pricked  it,  procured  blood  for 
that  purpose,  and  gave  himself  up  to  God -to  be  ruined  to 
eternity  if  he  ever  sinned  again.  The  form  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  is  not  known,  but  the  tenor  of  it  was  never  to  sin 
again  while  he  lived.  For  two  or  three  days  he  thought 
he  kept  it,  but  after  that;  he  was  convinced  he  had  sinned 
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again.  Then  he  thought  it  was  all  over  with  him,  and  ha 
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thought  with  himself  whether  it  would  not  be  a  negative 


benefit  to  him  were  he  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  immedi¬ 
ately.  He  knew  that  suicide  was  a  great  crime,  but  he 
concluded  that  if  he  lived  a  few  years,  the  number  of  sins 
he  should  commit,  in  that  time,  would  more  than  equal 
the  guilt  of  self-murder:  he  therefore  resolved,  as  the  best 
thing  he  could  do  upon  the  whole,  to  destroy  himself. 
One  day,  when  lie  was  at  home  at  his  father's" house,  he 
made  preparation  to  execute  the  horrid  design;  but  before 
he  did  it,  he  lesoived  that  he  would  take  his  last  leave  of 
the  bible ,  loi,  as  he  has  said  several  times  to  his  brethren 
in  the  ministry  when  he  has  related  this  story,  JNothino- 
grieved  him  so  much  when  he  thought  of  putting  an  end. 
to  his  life  as  this,  1  shall  never  see  the  bible  any  more, 
lie  accordingly  took  his  bible,  not  having  his  mind  any 
m 01  e  upon  one  passage  than  another;  he  opened  it,  and 
the  first  words  that  met  his  observation  were  these,  Come 
now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord;  though 
your  sites  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow; 
though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool, 
is.  1.  18.  1  his  passage  afforded  him  a  gleam  of  hope,  and 

he  desisted  horn  the  shocking  purpose, though  the  habitual 
gloom  of  his  mind  soon  returned  again  in  a  great  decree, 
and  ne  obtained  no  abiding  relief,  nor  clear  discovery  of 
tne  gospel-method  of  salvation.  But  a  considerable  time 
after  this,  lie  took  up  the  bible,  and  read  in  Exod.  xxxiv. 
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how  Jehovah  proclaimed  his  name  before 
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oses,  “  The 


Toed,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious ,  &c.  for¬ 
giving  iniquity,  transgression,  and 'sin,  and  that  - 

WILT  BY.  NO  MEANS  CLEAR  THE  GUILTY,"  &C.  Blit  in¬ 
stead  of  finding  any  relief  from  this  encouragino-  passage 
he  n  as  tempted  to  throw  away  his  bible  as  contain  in  ir¬ 
reconcilable  inconsistencies,  in  declaring  that  God  would 
Jorgi ze  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin,  while  yet  it  asserts 
that  lie  wi  ll  by  no  means  clear  the  gu  ilty  .—But  at  length, 

-  '  -  after 
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concluded  that  he  must  be  damned.  But  he  had  very  hard 
thoughts  of  God  for  making  the  conditions  of  salvation  so 
hard ;  and  as  he  expected  that  he  must  certainly  perish,  he 
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after  continuing  in  this  state  of  distress  and  despondency 
full  seven  years,  he  obtained  relief  by  a  believing  view  of 
the  Gospel  Method  of  Salvation.  This  he  had  never  heard 
stated  by  another,  but  one  day,  resolving  to  look  once  more 
into  the  bible,  if  possibly  it  might  discover  to  him  any  door 
of  hope,  he  east  his  e}Te  on  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  God  sc?it  forth 
his  Son,  made of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to 
redeem  them  that  were  ender  the  law.  See.  Imme¬ 
diately  a  new  train  of  thought  struck  his  mind,  ‘  Christ 
teas  made  under  the  laze, — then  he  was  not  under  it  origi¬ 
nally;— -for  what  end  was  he  made  under  the  law? — to  re¬ 
deem  them  that  were  under  the  law ;--- were  under  the 
law  ! — then  they  are  not  under  the  law  now,  but  redeemed. 

_ There  is,  therefore,  a  way  of  redemption  for  sinners 

from  the  curse  of  the  law,  by  which  it  is  possible  even  I 
may  be  saved  T — Being  thus  enlightened  to  see  that  God 
could  save  him,  if  he  pleased,  without  debasing  his  own 
perfections,  the  bare  possibility  of  salvation,  in  a  way  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  divine  glory,  made  his  heart  glad  indeed. 
He  now  began  to  search  the  scriptures  for  further  discove¬ 
ries  of  this  glorious  gospel:  and  having  once  got  hold  of 
the  right  clue,  he  read  them  as  it  were  with  new  eyes..  The 
difficulty  was  now  solved,  which  had  once  tempted  him  to 
burn  the  bible;  he  understood  how  God  could  forgive  sin, 
and  yet  not  clear  the  guilty.  Soon  after  this,  his  own  sal¬ 
vation  began  to  appear  not  only  possible, but  probable,  and 
at  length  certain.  This-  was  in  May  1748.  He  now  was 
convinced  and  rejoiced  that  salvation  was  of  grace  in¬ 
deed,  and  abhorred  the  Ar  mini  an  sentiments,  which  had 
so  long  held  him  in  dreadful  bondage.  He  remarked  long 
after  to  a  friend,  “  perhaps,  I  should  never  have  detested 
that  system  as  I  do,  had  I  not  once  drank  into  it,  and  felt 
its  effects.”  On  this  account  he  left  the  minister  upon 
whom  he  formerly  attended,  and  travelled  five  miles  to 
another  presbyterian  meeting,  where  the  gospel  was 
preached,  and  joined  in  communion  with  that  people. 
The  minister  at  this  place  was  a  Mr.  Dry  den,  who  had  a 
few  young  men  under  his  care  designed  far  the  ministry. 
Mr.  Hall  contracted  a  peculiar  intim  acy  with' two  of  these 
students,  Mr:  James  Rutherford  and  Mr  .William  Peden. 

About  this  time  there  began  to  he  a  great  noise  in  those 
parts,  respecting  the  Anabaptists,  u.s  they^ere.  stiled,  who 
had  licensed  a  house  for  preaching,  about  twelve  miles  off. 
Mr.  Hall’s  mother  having  married  again,  her  eldest  son 

/  *  -  I  7  -  -r  1  i  1  I  .  *  _  _  _ _ .1  _ —  A  - —  X_  •  U  A  >•!  n  4-  f-N  ^ »  /-V  -1-tt  -f- 


1. 


$30 


THB  OBITUARY,  1791. 


fiber  had  joined  these  Anabaptists  at  Hamsterlci/ ;  he  ab-* 
horred  the  very  name,  and  did  not  like  to  hear  his  brother 
mentioned,  because  he  was  one  of  them,  and  had  married 
a  sister  of  the  man  at  whose  house  they  had  set  up  preach¬ 
ing,  five  miles  from  Hexham.  At  last,  however,  he  agreed 
with  his  two  friends,  Rutherford  and Pcdcn,  to  go  and 
dispute  with  the  Anabaptist  minister,  that,  if  possible,  they 
might  put  a  stop  to  his  farther  progress  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hoods  Accordingly  under  colour  of  Mr.  Robert  Mali's 
visiting  his  new  relation,  they  went  together  to  the  place, 
called  Juniper  dye-house,  on  a  Saturday  evening,  when 
they  knew  that  the  minister,  Mr.  David  Fernic ,  would  be 
tlxcre,  ready  to  preach  on  the  morrow.  They  were  all 
three  kindly  entertained,  and,  according  to  their  eager 
wish,  soon  got  into  a  close  dispute  upon  Baptism.  They 
were  three  to  one;  nevertheless,  in  about  two  hours,  the 
young  men  were  ail  entangled  and  ashamed.  They  then 
went  out,  laid  their  heads  together  to  muster  up  fresh  ar¬ 
guments,  and  returned  to  the  company  and  renewed  the 
debate;  big  to  their  great  mortification,  were  again  quite 
silenced,  though  not  convinced.  It  had  been  their  design 
to  have  stopped  and  heard  Mr.  Fernic  on  the  morrow,  but 
the  two  students  were  so  chagrined  that  they  would  not 
stay,  but  set  off  homeward.  After  this  repulse,  they  all 
three  met  frequently,  to  fortify  themselves  for  a  future  at¬ 
tack,  being  resolved  not  to  give  up  the  point,  but  to  go 
again  when  prepared.  But  they  were  disappointed  in 
their  purpose  of  going  together,  for  Mr.  Dry  den  soon  after 
gave  qp  his  academy,  and  that  scattered  them.  However, 
Mr.  R.  Idyll  determined  he  would  go  once  more,  and  try 
what  he  could  do  by  himself.  Accordingly,  he  got  what 
books  lie  could  against  the  Baptists,  intending  to  confront 
Mr.  Fernic  with  arguments  from  them.  Biff  upon  think¬ 
ing  what  Mr.  F,  might  posssibly  urge  in  reply  to  these  ar¬ 
guments,  he  found  none  of  them  would  stand:  so  that  by 
searching  the  scriptures  upon  the  subject,  and  reading 
Wilson's  Scripture  Manual,  which  fell  into  his,  hands,  he 
was  convinced  of  Believer's  Baptism,  without  any  more 
dispute.  The  next  time  that  he  saw  Mr.  F.  he  was  bap¬ 
tised  by  him,  Jan.  5,  17^3,  at  Juniper  dye-house  afore-men¬ 
tioned,  and  received  into  the  little  church  at  Hexham :  it 
was  then  a  branch  of  a  larger  church,  whose  principal 
meeting-place  was  in  the  county  of  Durham ,  where  the 
minister  then  resided,  but  visited' this  place  once  a  month; 
another  branch  of  his  church  met  at  Marten 3  in  York¬ 
shire,  a  few  miles  south  of  Stockton-upon-Tecs, 
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The  church  conceiving  that  Mr.  Hall  was  possessed  of 
ministerial  talents,  urged  him  immediately  to  attempt  ex¬ 
pounding  the  scriptures;  and  by  their  persuasion  he  made 
atrial  privately,  before  the  members  of  the  church,  and 
founded  his  discourse  on  the  same  text  that  he  left  for  his 
funeral,  “  It  is  finished”  He  has  often  said,  he  began 
where  he  should  have  left  off,  and  that  il  he  knew  which 
should  be  his  last  sermon,  he  would  preach  it  from  those 
words.  After  five  or  six  months  trial  by  the  church,  ft  r. 
Hall  was  solemnly  called  out,  by  them,  to  public  work, 
about  June,  1753.  He  was  then  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

It  is  here  needful  to  remark,  that  a  serious  good  man 
from  Lutterworth ,  who  had  been  at  Carlisle ,  in  the  Du  fee 
of  Cumberland's  army,  had  there  contracted  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Mr.  Hairs  eldest  brother  Christopher,  who  had 
been  some  time  in  the  ministry,  and  was  then  assistant  to 
an  aged  minister  at  Broughton,  in  Cumberland .  After  *  ® 
rebellion  was  .  ippressed,  and  this  good  man  had  returne 
home,  be  was  the  instrument  of  Mr.  C.  Halls  being 
known  to  the  people  at  Arnsby.  ftlr.  C.  Hall  was  applied 
to,  and  he  spent  two  Sabbaths  with  them,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  summer,  1752.  And  the  people  persuaded  him  to 
engage,  that  if  no  particular  hmderance  arose,  he  would 
visit  them  again  in  the  spring.  He  had  fixed  to  spend  the 
ensuing  winter  at  Whitehaven,  where  he  had  kept  an  occa¬ 
sional  lecture:  and  by  the  spring  a  people  were  gathered 
there,  who  entered  into  a  church  state,  over  whom  Mi . 
C  Hall  was  ordained  pastor  in  April.  Therefore  early  m 
the  spring  Mr.  C.  Hall  sent  information  to  Arnsby,  that 
he  could  not  leave  his  new-raised  society,  but  that  he  had 
a  younger  brother,  newly  called  out  to  the  ministry  who 
was  at  liberty.  They  repeatedly  desired  him  to  send  his 
brother.  Mr.  Robert  Hall  had  then  m  view  a  place  in 
Yorkshire.  But,  by  his  brother’s  advice,  he  went  first  to 
Arnsby.  When  he  came  there,  he  soon  found  his  heart 
cleaving  to  the  people,  and  was  favoured  with  more  liberty 
in  preaching  than  had  been  common  with  him  befoie. 
They  were  a  poor,  plain  people,  but  Mr.  Halls low  opi¬ 
nion of  himself,  made  him  really  think  himself  "  unfit  to 
preach  to  any  other  but  such.”  They  pressed  him  much 
to  abide  with  them,  and  his  mind  being  greatly  fixed  on 
God’s  promise  to  Moses,  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee, 
he  was  encouraged  to  venture,  and  complied  with  their 

request,  in  June,  1753.  .  .  .  , 

When  ftlr.  Hall  came  to  Arnsby  first,  the  church  and 

congregation  being  small,  and  very  poor;  never  raised  him 
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so  much  a$  151.  a  year:  "  nor  indeed,”  said  Mr.  Ball 
or  several  years  after,  and  my  family  increased  fast 
having  had  14  children  in  ail.  But  I  found  my  heart  so 
united  to  the  people, that  I  never  durst  leave  them,  though 
I  often  thought  I  must.  1  trust  the  Lord  was  wi  h  us  of  a 
tiutn,  and  th e fifth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  of  Peter  was 
habitually  impressed  on  my  mind.  It  appearing  pretty 
clear  to  myself  and  my  wife,  that 'we  were  where  God  would 
have  us  to  be;  this  sense  of  Duty,  and  a  willingness  to 
live  honestly,  made  us  resolve  in. the  strength  of  the  Lord 
that  we  would  not  run  into  debt ,  let  us  live  as  hardly  as  we 
might:  which  lesolut.on  he  enabled  us  to  keep.  But  many 
ana  unknown  difficulties  we  grappled  with:  However  I 
am  thankful  I  have  been  enabled  to  continue  with  the 
people  to  this  day,  of  whom  I  can  say  with  truth,  I  love 
them  m  the  Lord*.”  ' 

Mr.  Hall’s  first  wife  was  Jane  Cetchaside,  the  daughter  of 
Tery  creditable  parents,  Robert  and  Mary  Catchaside; 
bom  at  I  roua-hall,  April  15,  1729,  and  married  July  18, 
17oi,who  died  Dee.  21,  1770.  She  was  a  great  eneouraner 
of  ner  husband,  under  the  trials  they  encountered,  when 
they  first  came  to  Arnsby,  being  naturally  of  a  chearful 
active  disposition,  and  favoured  with  great  spiritual  enjoy¬ 
ments  and  consolations.  For  above  twenty  years,  she  lived 
generally  in  an  assured  persuasion  of  the  love  of  God-  but 
3reaJs  before  her  death,  she  underwent  such  sore 
afflictions  of  body  and  mind,  as  have  seldom  been  equals 
lea ;  yet  cued  at  last  in  a  more  triumphant  manner.  A  brief 
account  of  the  Occasion,  Continuance,  and  joyful  Conclii, 
sion  of  these  sore  conflicts,  was  published  *soon  after  her 
death,  under  the  title  of  Mercy  manifested;  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Hall  to  a  friend;  which  went  through  two  edi, 
tions  m  1777.  Under  this  affliction  his  supports  and  com 
solutions  were  such,  and  his  faith  and  patience  so  exenu 
Pia],y,  as  f°  bill  all  his  friends  with  astonishment, 

*  Soon  after  his  settlement  at  Arnsby,  the  doubts  of  his  call  and  qualifications 

fU  iimd  anu  °?  a  Monday»  he  desiied  his  witc  to  go  to  the  people  and  desire 
hey  would  provide  a  supply  for  the  next  Sabbath,  as  he  could  Lt  preach  She 

roused,  and  said,  i  ry  what  the  Lord  will  do  for  you.  On  the  Saturday,  he  re- 
pea.ed  the  request  to  her  ;  and  she  denied,  saying.  Stay  till  to-morrow,  and  if  they 
must  oe  told  so,  go  and  tell  them  yourself,  for  1  cannot.  He  went:  and  after 

and  pf^v-  ancTff  ^  f  PeoPI(-y  an  °ld  said,  Sir,  go  up  into  the  pulpit 

and  pray  ,  and  ifyou find  your  mind  set  at  liberty,  proceed  in  preaching  :  if  other, 

wise,  come  down  and  we’H  spend  the  time  in  prayer  :  for  I  trust  you  are  with  a 
ympathizmg  people.  He  went  tp  prayer,  and  soon  found  his  soul  at  perfect  liberty, 
by  the  letting  in  of  those  words,  Come,  for  all  things  are  now  ready.  Almos 

every  membe.  present  expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  the  preac  er  said  he 
found  so  great  ^  fulness  in  the  words,  that  he  thought  he  sawKr^ehS 
them  to  serve  hun  tQ  preach  from  as  long  as  he  lived,  ’  ‘  S 
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Mr.  Hall  was  justly  and  highly  prized  by  his  brethren  in 
the  ministry,  especially  those  who  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
Association  (consisting  principally  of  churches  in  Leices¬ 
tershire  and  Northamptonshire),  which  he  was  greatly  in¬ 
strumental  in  forming.  And  several  of  their  annual  let¬ 
ters  on  the  most  important  articles,  were  written  by  this 
.  excellent  man.  None  of  them  have  been  more  deservedly 
esteemed  than  that,  which  he  wrote  m  the  midst  of  his 
most  heavy  affliction,  viz.  in  the  year  1776,  upon  the  Doc- 
trine  of'  the  Trinity.  The  letter  being  much  an- 
proved  by  many  of  different  denominations,  a  second  edi- 
tion  was  called  for,  and  printed  on  a  larger  type,  to  which, 
by  the  desire  of  Mr.  Hyland,  jun.  he  annexed.  Some 
Thoughts  on  the  causes  of  Salvation  and  Damnation ,  m 

answer  to  Mr.  Fletcher ,  of  Madely.  .  _  7 

In  the  year  1779,  at  the  Association  at  ISorthanipton, 
Mr.  Hall  delivered  a  discourse  from  Isa.  lvii.  14.  Cast  ye 
up,  cast  ue  up,  prepare  the  way,  take  up  the  stumbling-block 
out  of  the  way  of  my  people.  This  sermon  he  was  earnestly 
desired  to  print,  with  such  circumstantial  alterations  or 
enlargements  as  he  might  judge  proper.  It  was  published 
by  subscription  in  1784,  under  the  title  of  Help  to  /ion  s 
Travellers:  being  An  Attempt  to  remove  various  Stumb- 
lino'  Blocks  out  of  the  zvay,  relating  to  doctrinal,  expert - 
mnital  and  practical  Religion.— This  little  volume,  which 
principally  contains  a  vindication  of  the  genuine  doctrines 
.  of  grace,  from  the  objections  of  Socinians ,  Sabellums,  Ar- 
minians,  and  Antinomians ,  has  met  with  considerable  ap¬ 
probation,  from  godly,  judicious,  and  learned  men  of  va¬ 
rious  denominations.  n 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  a  second  wife  on  J  une21,  1 1  bO, 
viz.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Swan,  the  relict  of  Mr.  Sic  an,  or  North¬ 
ampton.  Her  maiden  name  was  Woodcock,  and  she  was  a 
native  of  Hinckley.  Mr.  II.  ever  expressed  great  thank¬ 
fulness  for  this  connection;  she  proved  a  tender  and  use¬ 
ful  nurse,  as  well  as  a  sympathizing  friend,  m  all  Ins  latter 

In  December,  1783,  he  had  a  very  narrow  escape  horn 
being  smothered  in  the  snow;  of  which  he  gave  a  very 
affecting  account,  in  a  letter  dated  January  15,  1784,  and 


then  closed  it  with  these  sweet  lines . 


Since  I  saw 


vou,  I  have  had  more  pleasure  in  my  work,  than  has  been 
common  with  me.  Indeed  (but  I  beg  you  not  to  mention 
a  word  of  it  to  any  one),  1  have  had  the  most  blessed  halt 
rear  in  my  soul,  that  1  remember  ever  to  have  enjoyed, 
the  approach  of  Sabbaths  has  been  pleasurable  tomeymy 
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work  a  sweet  reward;  and  the  worship  of  God  in  general 
attended  with  meltings  of  heart,  and  solemn  joy.  I  have 
thought,  though  a  poor  creature  as  ever  crawled,  yet  I 
would  not,  on  the  whole,  if  I  could,  exchange  my  relative 
connection  with  Christ,  and  consequential  state,  wi.h  an 
Angel.  Yet  I  tremble  while  I  thus  speak.-  I  would  not 
vaunt,  and  I  dread  desertion :  but  I  make  free  writh  you, 
and  intreat  you  to  regard  the  prohibition  above.  lam, 
detir  brother,  yours  in  love  and  affection,  sincere  and  fer¬ 
vent,  Rob.  Hail  A  ' 

In  the  beginning  of  1788,  his  valuable  life  seemed  twice 
exposed  to  imminent  danger,  from  very  trivial  accidents, 
rirst,  by  a  slight  prick  in  his  finger  brought  on  a  mortifi¬ 
cation,  which  was  stopped  with  difficulty,  and  the  loss  of 
its  first  joint.  A  few  months  afterwards  he  seemed  in  equal 
danger  from  a  slight  friction  in  another  part,  which  for 
several  weeks  caused  an  alarming  inflammation  on  the 
right  Side  of  his  head,  about  the  temples,  and  behind  the 
ear.  Nor  was  he  sufficiently  recovered  by  the  Association , 
May  27,  to  be  able  to  attend  it,  though "  held  so  near  as 
lettering :  but  he  feent  the  Circular  Letter  which  he  had 
been  ciesired  to  draw  up,  and  which  was  approved  and  or- 
oerea  for  the  press.  I  his  letter  principally  treated  011  the 
£  sirtj  and  th e  dignity  of  Christ ;  and  was  meant  to 
joituy  the  churches  against  every  temptation  to  desert  the 
doctrines  of  Christ’s  infinite  Dignity  and  invaluable 
Atonement.  These  principles occupied'a first  place  in  his 
heart;  they  were  his  daily  bread;  it  was  under  their  influ¬ 
ence  that  he  ripened  so  much  as  he  did  in  humility,  hea- 
venlj^-inindedness,  and  joy  in  God,  The  dear  and  ador¬ 
able  Redeemer ,  as  he  used  to  express  himself,  was  his  life 
in  tins  world,  anci  his  hope  for  that  to  come. 

TV  hen  this  letter  was  printed,  his  absence  and  illness  was 
notmed  to  the  churches,  and  their  prayers  desired  for  his 
valuable  life:  and  God  granted  that  which  they  requested 
;  1jear  three  years  longer. — The  Association  at  Spalding 
m  1789,  was  too  distant  for  him  to  attend,  but  his  letter  on 
Communion  zcitli  God,  was  that  year  printed,  which  proved 
tne  last  of  his  remains  from  the  press.  But  in  1790  he  at¬ 
tended  fhe  Association  at  Olney,  where  he  preached  from 
Acts  xx.  24.  But  none  of  these  things  move  me ,  neither 
count  1  mu  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might  finish  mu 
Course  zatkjoy,  and  the  ministry  zchieh  I  have  received  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. 
this  was  the  last  time  he-  was  employed  on  a  public  occa. 
fion  m  iis  QZi'n  connection. 
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Meanwhile  bis  spasms,  or  fits  of  the  cramp, returned  fre. 
onently,  and  often  with  great  violence,  in  ius  iast  letter 
to  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Isaac- James,  of  Bristol,  dated  Feb. 

4  1791,  he  thus  writes.  “  In  point  of  health,  when  my 
fits  are  off,  I  am  as  well  almost  as  I  could  wish ;  and  as  to 
my  state  generally, rather  happy  in  my  mind.  The  gospel 
bears  my  spirits  up,  A  faithful  and  unchanging  GOD,  Lays 
the  foundation  of  my  hope,  In  oaths,  and  promises,  and 
blood  This  verse  often  is,  and  long  has  been,  precious  to 
me.  T  have  you  all  more  in  remembrance  than  ever.  May 
the  Lord  say  to  each.  Thou  shall  not  be  Jorgotten  of  me. 

Feb.  17  17Q1 ,  he  wrote  to  his  old  and  intimate  triend 
Mr  Evan’s,  of  Northampton.  The  following  remarkable 
passages,  I  have  extracted  from  that  letter.---  As  to  my- 
Sdf,  as  I  write  to  a  dear  friend  I  may  use  a  ^freedom 
You  know  I  have  had  many  things  to  crash  my  natural 
spirits,  and  often  think,  perhaps  it  was  well  foi  me  they 
were  broken  down  in  early  life.  I  have  long  groaned, 
bcin-  burdened,  till  a  low,  timorous,  pensive  frame  of  mind 
became  habitual:  what  you  say  ot  your  usefulness,  affects 
me  to  tears.  I  hope  the  Lord  has  made  me  useful,  (and  so 
he  has  you)  but  that  never  was  to  me  a  sufficient  proof  of 
his  approbation.  He  will  call,  comfort,  and  nourish >  his. 
own  though  the  instrument  be  only  a  Nurse  for  a  time, 
yea’ worse,  a  black  unclean  Raven.  Many  and  many  a 
day  and  year  have  l  spent  habitually  bemoaning  myself, 
siJelu  I  am  more  brutish  than  any  man, &tc.  I  have  often 
dreaded  and  hung  back  from  the  Lord  s  work,  perhaps  to 
the  dishonour  of  his  name  and  the  discouragement  ot  my 

£=„a?p«Ll„l,  ,ou»S  ;  which}  J-5WJ5J, 

as  such  opportunities  are  over  with  me.  1  ct  the  Lord  rm 
been  ever  kind  to  timorous ,  distrustful,  ungrateful  me.  I 
have  always  dreaded  long  life,  having  a  shattered  memory 
at  best  and  apprehending  that  under  natural  decays,  I 
should  be  uselvs  indeed;  nay,  worse,  a  cumberer  of  the 
c-round  But,  dear  brother,  I  mention  it  lot  your  encou 
ragement,  though  I  dread  saying  too  much,  or  that  you 
should  think  I  am  more  favoured  than  I  really  am,  yet,  I 
sav  may  venture  to  mention  to  you  that  hitherto  my 
fears  have  not  been  verified.  I  trust  the  Lord  is  with  me 
rather  more  than  heretofore;  and  the  word  seems  b  est  to 
)ome  if  „ot  to  many.  We  are  well  attended,  in  bad  wea¬ 
ther  excepted ;  and  at  evening  meetings  still  more  and 
more  But  sometimes  I  preach  with  much  difficulty,  an 
^Lord’s  day  was  fortnight  did  not  at  all,  having  a  fit  on 
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from  morning  to  night.  I  have  many  that  are  soon  got 
a  W  time' iw  b“,ffledIal1  means  of  latg;  at  least  for 

,  o  *ne-  The  fen  last  have  been- very  different  from 

what  they  used  to  oe.  My  head  has  not  been  affected, nor 
b  east  in  much  pain :  but  I  have  been  very  sick,  and  inclin¬ 
ed  to  swoonmgs.  f  have  been  generally  very  happy  in  mv 

butof  foaStlL°rd  S  n'ght  had  avei'y  severe  In, ‘though 

o  of  bed  Turs  Tt,nnT’e-  They  called  my  son  Joint 
out  of  bed.  I  was  happy  beyond  expression  in  my  mind 

Ityvas  am£ht  of  sorrow  deluged  with  joy.  What  my  dem 
Whe  and  son,  &c.  feared,  that  1  in  a  nVasnre 

1  say  in  a  measure,  because,  though  greatly  afflicted  yet 

my  comforts  were  so  much  superior,  that  1  thought,  and 

said,  I  cared  not  how  lonp- 1  lived  thono-h  I  h •> r] 

doxr  if  t  i  .  »  ,  ^ veu,  uiougn  i  iiaa  tits  every 

ctSnofE  *L  d  contlnued  ®ehis  heart-melting,  heart- 

fcnnfd  en/rS  rsence-  1  had  Senel'al  pain  all  Sver,  bit 

Iveet  when  thcT1'  T"8’  ^  T'S  Ple“*“Und  sickness  . 
V»  g  I  "en  the.  ford  1S  near.  1  thought  of  you,  brother 
%W,& c  with  great  delight;-  and  that  if  the  Lord 
spaied  me,  I  would  write  a  few  lines  on  God’s  behalf  vi~ 

theToUdSt  J0U  to  dread  a"?  *ing  hut  sin.  I  am  sure 

mosaLi?"  Hakf  y°U  whcn  afflictions  are 

if  „  '  J'  lie  has  leahv  done  so  to  me,  poor  me-  and 

it  so,  can  you  distrust?  One  time  (a  while  ago)  those 
lZhdeT°l’W°rm  JaC0h>  so  much  to  me,  that 

But  hi  w  'i  Was  T"eh>  1  "  ishccl  1  'vanted  110  more, 
imt  last  L01  d  s  day  night  my  cup  ran  over.  O  take  care 

bv  ll-wibierj  !!n<  llever  dishonour  God,  as  I  have  done’ 

2  f/  iwV  dieadlIJg  old  age,  sore  diseases,  devils  o- 

death.  But  here  it  becomes  me  to  stop;  1  am  yet  in  the 
body,  having  an  evil  heart;  I  know  notfhow  I  mL  be  yet 
1  therefoie  almost  repent  I  have  written  whatl  hive' 
However,  I  must  and  will  say,  truly  the  Lord  is  good  and 
If  he  be  with  me,  I  will  fear  none  'evil  d 

"After  all,  I  know  not  the  day  of  my  death  The 

Lord  may  spare  me  to  drag  on  fo‘r  years'.  But  none  of 

Jungs  move,  me,  so  that  I  may,  be  when  it  will 
finish  my  course  with  joy.”  11  11  "ul< 

Air.  Hall  had  been  going  through  the  Epistle  to  the 
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uicr  at  the  usual  time,  and  preached  from  Joluviv.  10.  If 
thou  1; ne<ccst  the  gift  of  God,  and  echo  it  is  that  saith  unto 
thee,  Give  me  to  "chink;  thou  icon  Iciest  have  asked  of  hint , 
and'  he  would  have  given  thee  living  water.  It  was  a 
pleasing  circumstance  to  some,  that  this  subject  led  him  to 
mention,  what  the v  had  never  been  told  before,  thefirst 
text  he  preached  from  at  Anisin; y  which  was  in  Prov. 
xxv.  25.  As  cold  waiters  to  a  thirst y  soul ,  so  is  good  news 
from  a  far  country.  Many  thought  that  he  spoke  with 
‘uncommon  vigour,  beyond  what  they  remembered  for 
many  years.  He  gave  out  at  the  close,  l6Sth  Hymn  of 
Hippo  n’s  Selection*.  The  fountain  of  Christ,  Loud  help 
us  to  slim,  Ac.  He  afterwards  ate  his  dinner  as  usual, and 
then  lay" down  for  a  while,  and  slept  soundly.  About  five 
he  arose,  as  well,  or  rather  better  than  usual.  About  six 
o'clock  he  retired  into  the  little  parlour,  and  staid  about 
half  an  hour;  when  he  came  out  again,  Mrs.  Hall  hist 
perceived  him  to  be  indisposed.  He  asked  loi  some  ca¬ 
momile  tea,  being  very  sick,  and  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  in  his  breast,  though  his  sickness  rather  abated.  A 
friend  coming  in  to  see  how  he  did,  he  seemed  at  first  not 
disposed  to  say  much,  but  wished  him  good  night,  when  he 
was  o-oing  away;  and  presently,  as  if  he  suddenly  lecol- 
lected  himself,  he  called  him  back,  and  said,  bnend 
Toons,  fear  nothing*,  do  not  be  afraid  of  trouble,  tiials, 
nor  even  death  :  if  die  Lord  is  but  with  you,  you  will  do.” 
This  he  said,  in  a  very  animated  manner,  and  with  a  chear- 
ful  tone  of  voice,  and  then  wished  him  good  night  again. 
To  two  others  of  his  people  lie  signified  that  he  was  not 
much  inclined  to  try  fresh  medicines,  But,”  added  lie, 
“  I  have  not  lived  so  long  in  the  world  as  to  be  w  eary  of  it, 
nor  am  I  afraid  to  die.  I  don’t  care  whether  I  live  or  die.” 
_ About  eieht  o’clock  he  wished  to  go  into  the  little  par¬ 
lour.  Mrs"  Hall  took  the  candle  to  go  before  and  light 
him,  and  his  friends  Palmer  and  Tice  took  hold  of  him  as 
he  got  up,  to  lead  him  along  more  safely;  when  he  said, 
(C  I  shall  swoon  T  and  sunk  down  to  the  giound,  and  ex¬ 
pired  without  a  groan  or  struggle. 

On  the  Thursday  afternoon  following,  his  remains  were 
committed  to  the  grave;  at  which  an  oia.tion  w  as  made  by 
Sr;  the  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  %- 


This  Selection  of  Hymns,  intended  to  be  an  Appendix  ro; Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns 
Psalms,  was  very  early  indebted  to  Mr.  Hall’s  patronage.— Several  verbal 
it- inn 5  Q.iP-fTPited  bv  his-  critical  acumen  have  been  adopted  in  the  4th  edition. 
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alterations  suggestedby  his-  critical  acumen 
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land,  junior,  in  tlie  yard,  which  adjoins  both  to  the  meet-* 
mg  and  dwelling-nouse,  (the  concourse  of  people  being 
too  great  to  be  contained  in  the  place  of  worship,)  frqm 
the  text  mentioned  before,  “  It  is  finished.” 

A  letter  from  a  friend,  who  had  been  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Hall  for  many  years,  containing  a  just 
delineation  of  his  character,  is  inserted  more  for  the  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  living,  than  for  the  honouring  of  the  dead; 
those  who  were  most  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  will 
avouch  it.  to  contain  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 

“  The  distinguished  talents  of  our  dear  deceased  friend, 
will  long  live  in  the  remembrance  of  all  who  knew  him! 
Ills  advantages  of  education  were  extremely  small,  but 
possessing  from  his  infancy  a  contemplative  cast  of  mind, 
and  an  habit  of  patient  thinking,  he  laid  in  a  large  stock 
of  useful  knowledge.  In  the  character  of  a  minister  of 
the  gospel,  there  have  been  but  few  more  generally 
esteemed.  Attentive  only  to  the  improvement  «f  his  hear¬ 
ers,  he  forgot  himself,  and  appeared  entirely  absorbed  in 
ins  subject.  Though  he  was  unaeqnainted  with  the 
graces  of  oratory,  and  the  embellishments  of  language 
scarce  any  man  spoke  with  a  more  striking  and  Visible  ef¬ 
fect.  From  nature  he  derived  a  large  share  of  sensibility, 
and  as  he  excelled  at  the  same  time  in  taking  a  profound 
and  comprehensive  view  of  a  subject,  the  understanding 
and  afiections  of  his  hearers  were  equally  interested  in  his 
dicourses,  which  generally  flowed  in  a  stream  of  argument 
and  pathos.  I' rout  a  natural  diffidence  of  temper,  heigh¬ 
tened  by  a  consciousness  of  his  want  of  education,  he  often 
ascended  the  pulpit  with  tremor;  but  as  soon  as  this  sub- 
su!?d,he  generally  led  his  hearers,  step  by  step,  into  a  large 
held  of  serious  and  manly  thinking,  kindled  as  he  advanc- 
ecl,  and  expatiated  with  increasing  energy  and  conviction 
till  the  subject  was  exhausted,  fl is  eminent  piety  lent  a 
peculiar  miction  to  the  sentiments  he  delivered,  led  him  to 
seize  the  most  interesting  views  of  every  subject,  and  turned 
topics,  which  m  the  hands  of  others  would’ have  furnished 
barren  speculation  only,  into  materials  for  devotion  and 
prayer  He  appeared  to  the  greatest  advantage  upon  sub- 
jeets  where  the  faculties  of  most  men  fail  them,  for  the  na¬ 
tural  element  of  his  mind  was  greatness.  At  times  he 
seemed  to  labour  with  conceptions  too  big  for  his  utterance, 
aud  it  any  obscurity  ever  pervaded  his  discourses  it  must 
pe  traced  to  this  source,  the  disproportion  of  his  language 
t.Q  the  vastness  of  his  conceptions.  He  had  great  force 
without  ornament,  and  grandeur  without  correctness.  His 

ministry 
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ministry  in  the  hands  of  Goi>  was  effectual  to  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  great  numbers  ;  and  in  this  particular  he  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  in  a  manner  not  very  common,  for  the  last 
years  of  his  life  were  the  most  successful.  But  it  was  not 
only  in  the  pulpit  that  he  shone,  in  his  private  sphere  of 
action  as  a  Christian,  his  virtues  were  not  less  distinguished 
than  his  talents  as  a  minister.  Deep  devotion  and  unaf¬ 
fected  humility  entered  far  into  this  part  of  his  character. 
Few  men  have  passed  through  greater  vicissitudes  of  life 
than  the  deceased,  and  perhaps  in  each  of  them  no  man 
preserved  with  a  more  inviolable  consistency  the  character 
of  a  Christian.  He  was  very  early  introduced  into  the 
school  of  affliction,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  subsequent 
life  was  distinguished  by  an  uncommon  succession  of  trials 
and  distresses.  On  his  first  entrance  on  the  ministry  his 
fortitude  was  exercised  in  a  scene  of  persecutions  and  re¬ 
proaches,  which  lasted  for  many  years ;  his  worldly  pros¬ 
pects  at  the  same  time  were  gloomy  and  piecaiious  in  a 
high  degree,  he  had  a  very  numerous  family,  and  an  in¬ 
come  extremely  limited.- — He  united  gi eat -susceptibility 
of  heart  with  firmness  of  mind,  and  endowed  with  these 
dispositions,  he  met  reproaches  with  gentleness,  sustained 
adversity  with  fortitude,  and  pains  and  sorrows  of  various 
kinds  with  exemplary  patience.  In  the  habitual  frame  of 
his  spirit  he  zoalked  with  God.  The  consolations  that  sup¬ 
ported  him  through  life  awaited  him  at  death,,  foi  so  tran¬ 
quil  were  his  last  moments,  so  completely  was  he  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  prospect  of  both  worlds,  that  he  declared  a 
little  time  before  he  expired,  he  would  not  give  a  straw  to 
live  or  die.  From  his  first  acquaintance  with  religion  to 
the  close  of  his  hie  he  was  never  known  to  express  the  least 
hesitation  respecting  his  state,  but  enjoyed  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  assurance  of  a  happy  immortality.  His  conversa¬ 
tion  breathed  so  much  of  heaven,  was  so  tinctured  with  the 
very  spirit  of  religion,  that  none  could  enjoy  it  without  an 
opportunity  of  being  made  better.  It  was  evident  to  all 
that  knew  him,  that  his  religion  was  not  a  transient  impres¬ 
sion,  but  a  permanent  principle,  that  it  blended  itself  with 
all  his  feelings  and  his  actions,  and  that  it  raised  his 
thoughts,  his  views,  and  his  passions  towards  heaven. 

In  the  first  years  of  his  ministry,  he  encountered,  as  hath 
already  been  remarked,  much  persecution  and  reproach; 
but  at  length  his  exemplary  conduct  dissipated  these  pre¬ 
judices,  and  gained  him  so  completely  the  esteem  of  all 
classes  of  mankind,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  had 
an  enemy  in  the  worlds  tor  certain  he  had  none  but  those 
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Whom  his  piety  might  make  such.  He  was  distinguished 
as  a  lover  of  peace,  and  as  anxious  to  heal  breaches  as  he 

S'r  I,°  3V0id  ,hem-  With  S011le>  his  extreme  so- 
nd‘d  r  »pf°!  vi  proPa8'!,tion  of  evangelical  sentiments' 
mi0ht  seem  like  bigotry;  but  they  who  knew  him  best 

and^thm  1  COnvmcfd,that  th«  "as  no  part  of  his  character, 
and  that  he  regarded  sentiments  in  no  other  light,  nor 

eddlf^f1 16m  m  Sny  higher  degree,  than  as  he  conceiv- 
ed  them  favourable  to  the  interests  of  holiness  and  virtue. 

him  for II  T  *n  u 6  nii"istry  vvi11  lonS  and  deeply  lament 
m,  for  to  them  Ins  talents  and  dispositions  peculiarly 

a  d  enTd  hlmi'  rH°uW  many  Private  circ!es  hath  he  cheated 
r  i  fy  his  presence!  In  how  many  public  so- 

hdn  to  the  r1  hf  h,'ted  7  an  ensiSn  to  the  people,  invited 
,  .  to  the  standard  of  the  cross,  and  warmed  and  exalted 

their  affections,  whilst  «  his  doctrine  dropped  as  the  rain 

often  allied^1  ^'1  88  *he  X”  G‘eat  abilities  a?e 
was  an  £  pnde>  blU  tlle  character  of  the  deceased 

virtues  I  p  -'0US  eXCeptIOn  t0  rule.  His  talents  and 

\ n tries  weie  in  some  measure  concealed  from  the  world 

and  almost  entirely  from  himself,  by  a  veil  of  the  most  un¬ 
affected  modesty,  lie  was  never  so  happy  as  Xn  he 
was  permitted  to  sit  in  the  shade,  though  the  ld^h  opinion 

6enceamitdw  r  I?  SC,ld°m  a,,owed  him  “hat  indul- 

more  com  Z1  ^  dl??ult  t0  conceive  a  human  mind 
em  v  d  •  Pi  pUTd  fr°m  the  ]?aven  of  pride  or  of 
dcular  hi  n  f  ^  °  °Ur  deoeased  friend.  In  this  par- 

all  olca  ioi?s  !ra"lm,ty1VaS,S°  8reat-that  he  seemed  on 
JS  f8I.rOUS  of,smk,?g  the  recollection  of  ldm- 

To  cultivate  tbe'  ‘on,  and.  “Pplause  of  his  cotenfporaries. 
the  mh  ds  nf  f  -S!-ed-S  of  reflection  and  improvement  in 
tne  minds  of  his  inferiors,  to  behold  the  growing  talents 

Sty  mToeL  ,  niS,bfethren> to  draw  merit  from'  its  obscu- 
ti  ^  i<l-  ,  confidence  to  timid  worth,  formed  some  of 
the  highest  satisfactions  of  his  life. 

His  temper  was  grave  arid  contemplative,  yet  few  men 

^!i^X1gIlV^lriStians0C!^andXtXir 

vein  of  elea-un"1  f  it  t0  m.)x  with  serious  converse  a 
or  pjeascmtiy  and  humour  in  which  he  ereatlv  exerd 

e«JriyffiTd'hWl^  k  m“y  be  inferred 
full  v  dX  d  1  t01'  '“p;irtlng  °dvice,  vet  so  care- 

scrnce  eve X inclination  to  dictate,  that  he 

required  he  ImnJle'lX  jcltea',  Hls  sentiments,  when 

he  never  maXadv.ceX l.,f  nd.erne„ss  ^freedom,  but 
engine  of  rule  s8uise  f°r  arrogance,  or  an 

°  tuie,  nor  ever  presumed  to  think  himself 
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affronted  if  his  counsels  were  not  followed.  In  his  whole 
deportment;  prudence  and  humility  were  conspicuous  ;  a 
pnidence,  however;  that,  was  candid  and  manly;  as  far  re¬ 
moved  from  art,  as  his  humility  was  from  meanness.  He 
had  failings;  no  doubt;  (for  who  is. free?)  But  they  were 
scarcely  ever  suffered  to  influence  his  conduct;  or  to  throw 
even  a  transient  shade  over  the  splendour  of  his  character. 
Upon  the  whole,  if  a  strong  and  penetrating  genius,  sim¬ 
plicity  of  manners,  integrity  of  heart,  fidelity  in  friendship, 
and  all  these  virtues  consecrated  by  a  piety  the  most  ardent 
and  sincere  on  the  high  altar  of  devotion,  have  any  claim 
to  respect,  the  memory  of  the  deceased  will  long  be  cherish¬ 
ed  with  tears  of  admiration  and  regret  by  those  who  knew 
him.” 

He  died  on  March  13,  179U  m  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 


THE  REV.  JAMES  MANNING,  D.  L>. 

Providence ,  August  6,  1791* 

ON  Friday  morning  the  29th  ult.  at  four  o’clock,  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  at  his  house  in  this  town,  the  Rev.  James 
Manning,  I).  D.  President  of  Rhode  Island  College,  in 
the  53d  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  educated  at  Nassau 
Hall.  Soon  after  he  left  College,  he  was  called  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  by  the  Baptist  church  at  the  Scotch 
Plains,  near  Elizabeth  Town. 

After  making  tours  to  each  extreme  of  the  United  States 
(then  colonies)  and  preaching  to  different  destitute  church¬ 
es  in  sundry  places,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Warren 
in  this  state,  preached  to  the  church  there,  and  opened  a 
Latin  school.  In  the  year  1765,  he  obtained  a  charter  of 
incorporation  for  Rhode  Island  College,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  president,  in  the  year  1770,  the  College  was  re¬ 
moved  here,  and  he  came  with  it  of  course,  where  he  has 
since  presided,  -and  till  of  late  years  preached  statedly  to 
the  Baptist  church  in  this  town. 

In  his  youth  lie  was  remarkable  for  nis  dexterity  in  ath¬ 
letic  exercises,  for  the  symmetry  of  his  body,  and  graceful¬ 
ness  of  his  person.  His  countenance  was  stately  and  ma¬ 
jestic,  full  of  dignity,  goodness,  and  gravity;  and  the  tem¬ 
per  of. his  mind  was  a  counterpart  of  it.  He  was  formed 
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for  enterprize,  his  address  was  pleasing,  his  manners  en^ 
chanting,  his  voice  harmonious,  &  his  eloquence  irresistible. 

Having  deeply  imbibed  the  spirit  of  truth  himself,  as  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  he  was  faithful,  in  declaring  the 
whole  counsel  of  God.  He  studied  plainness  of  speech, 
and  to  be  useful  more  than  to  be  celebrated.  The  good 
order,  learning,  and  respectability,  of  the  Baptist  churches 
in  the  eastern  states,  are  much  owing  to  his  assiduous  at¬ 
tention  to  their  welfare.  The  credit  of  his  name,  and  his 
personal  influence  among  them,  perhaps  have  never  been 
exceeded  by  any  other  character. 

Of  the  College  he  must  be  considered  as  the  founder. 
He  presided  with  the  singular  advantage  of  a  superior  per¬ 
sonal  appearance,  added  to  all  his  shining  talents  for  go¬ 
verning  and  instructing  youth.  From  the  first  beginning 
of  his  Latin  school  at  Warren,  through  many  discourage¬ 
ments,  he  has  by  constant  care  and  labour  raised  this  seat 
of  learning  to  notice,  to  credit,  and  to  respectability  in  the 
United  States.  .  Perhaps  the  history  of  no  other  College 
will  disclose  a  more  rapid  progress,  or  greater  maturity  in 
the  course  of  about  25  years. 

Although  he  seemed  to  be  consigned  to  a  sedentary  life, 
yet  he  was  capable  of  more  active  scenes.  He  had  paid 
much  attention  to  the  government  of  his  country,  and  had 
been  honoured  by  this  state  with  a  seat  in  the  .old  Con- . 
gress.  In  state  affairs  he  discovered  an  uncommon  degree 
of  sagacity,  and  might  have  made  a  figure  as  a  politician. 

In  classical  learning  he  was  fully  competent  to  the  bu¬ 
siness  of  his  station.  He  devoted  less  time  than  some  others, 
to  the  study  of  the  more  abstruse  sciences,  but  nature 
seemed  to  have  furnished  him  so  completely,  that  little  re¬ 
mained  for  art  to  accomplish.  The  resources  of  his  genius, 
were  great.  In  conversation  he  was  at  ah  times  pleasant 
and  entertaining.  He  had  as  many  friends  as  acquaintance, 
and  took  no  less  pains  to  serve  his  friends  than  acquire 
them. 

His  death  is  a  loss  not  to  the  College  or  Church  only, 
but  to  the  world.  Fid  is  lamented  by  the  youth  under  his 
care,  by  the  churches,  by  his  felloiv-citizens,  and,  where- 
ever  his  name  has  been  heard,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the 
civilized  earth,  the  friends  of  science,  of  virtue  and  huma¬ 
nity,  will  drop  a  tender  tear  on  the  news  of  his  death.. 

.  Mis  amiable  lady,  the  wife  of  his  youth,  and  the  boast 
of  her  sex,  with  all  her  fortitude  of  mind,  which  is  great, 
must  have  sunk  under  the  distressing  loss,  were ^ be  not  sus¬ 
tained  by  Divine  Grace.  May  heaven  continue  to  support 

her 
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lier  for  earth  must  have  lost  its  charms.  Few  persons  ever 
enjoyed  a  more  excellent  constitution,  or  better  health 
formerly,  than  the  Doctor ;  but  increasing  corpulence 
(rave  him  some  complaints  of  ill  health,  of  late  years. 

°  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
College,  he  requested  them  to  look  out  for  a  successor  in 
his  place.  On  the  last  Sabbath  in  April,  he  preached  his 
farewell  Sermon  to  the  Baptist  church  in  Providence;  and 
on  Lord’s-day  morning,  July  24th,  as  he  was  at, prayer  in 
his  family,  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  the  apoplexy,  in 
which  he  remained  mostly  insensible,  till  Friday  the  29th, 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  died.  ^ 

On  Saturday  his  remains  were  carried  in  the  College 
Hall,  where  his  funeral  was  attended,  and  a  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock,  and  afterwards  deposited  in  the 
north  burial  place  in  this  town. 

Order  of  the  Procession. 
students. 

STEWARD. 

GRADUATES,  OR  SONS  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

TUTORS. 

professors  Forbes  and  West. 

THE  CORPSE. 

MOURNERS  IN  A  COACH.  I 

CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 

CLERGY. 

PHYSICIANS. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

CITIZENS  IN  GENERAL. 

The  funeral  is  thought  to  have  been  the  most  numerous 
and  respectable  ever  attended  in  the  town  of  Providence. 

The  next  day  (Lord’s  day,  July  31)  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Maxcy,  A.  M.  now  one  of  the  professors  in  the  college, 
delivered  a  sermon  on  the  mournful  occasion,  from 
1  Cor.  xv.  2b.  f  The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed, 
is  (feath.’  The  discourse  closes  in  the  following  pathetic 
manner. 

“'Will  not  this  consideration  afford  us  consolation  for 
the  loss  of  our  worthy  friend,  whose  death  we  this  day 
lament?  Him  the  last  week  lodged  in  the  house  of  death. 
But  though  he  is  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  For  his  enemy, 
his  last  enemy  shall  be  destroyed. 

To  the  mourning  widow,  the  loss  of  Dr.  Manning  must 
he  deeply  affecting.  The  kind,  the  indulgent  husband, 
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snatched  unexpectedly  from  the  midst  of  life,  and  health, 
and  usefulness;  torn  from  her  bosom  ; — lie,  her  other  half, 
the  partner  of  her  joys,  the  reliever  of  her  sorrows,  is  now 
wrapped  in  the  cold  ground.  Farewell,  my  friend  :  But 
must  thou  go  ?— O,  my  God,  to  thee,  to  thee,  1  yield  ! 
“  O  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain 
of  'tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night.— -The  last 
enemy  shall  be  destroyed.”  Cease  to  weep.  “  Behold 
the  upright,  for  his  end  his  peace/’ 

-The  absent  relatives  will  sensibly  feel  the  loss  of  their 
friend  and  brother.  In  both  these  capacities,  lie  sustained 
an  amiable  character.  As  a  brother,  he  was  loving  and 
affectionate;  as  a  friend,  he  was  constant  and  sincere.  But 
his  kind  offices  will  no  more  be  experienced.  Cold,  silent, 
he  lodges  in  dust.  His  enemy  is  now  victorious.-— But, 
“  thank’s  be  to  God  who  wall  give  man  the  victory/’ 

The  death  of  our  friend  has  intimately  affected  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  College  in  this  place.  It  has  drawn  the  veil 
of  sorrow  over  her  windows,  and  hung  her  walls  with  sable 
weeds.  A  melancholv  silence  reigns  through  all  her  man- 
sions,  save  when  the  plaintive  voice  of  woe  is  heard  at  mid¬ 
night;  when  the  pale  moon,  obscured  with  clouds  saddens 
the  sky,  and  scatters  her  faint  beams  on  the  leafless  oak  of 
the  mountain. — That  seat  of  learning  was  the 

CHILD  OF  OUR  DEPARTED  FRIEND.  It  LAY  NEAR 

ms  heart.  His  friends,  the  corporation,  most  sincerely 
lament  their  loss.  God  has  oflate  called  to  you;  once  and 
again —  and  again. #  Thrice  has  the  pale  foot  of  death 
stepped  down  among  your  number  ;  thrice  has  his  voice 
penetrated  your  ears  :  “  Be  ye  also  ready.”  Though  you 
suffer  loss,  yet  ascribe  thanks  to  him,  “  that  was  dead,  and 
is  alive,  and  lives  for  ever.” 

The  immediate  officers  of  instruction  disburden  their 
grief,  and  drop  the  friendly  tear.  Their  faithful  assistant 
in  the  labours  of  science  is  no  more.  But  though  he  is  a 
’  prisoner  of  the  tomb,  yet  he  shall  be  brought  into  the  “li¬ 
berty  of  the  children  of  God.  For  the  last  enemy  shall 
be  destroyed.” 

The  students  perhaps  at  present  suffer  the  heaviest  loss. 
To  you  death  has  come  near  in  his  late  approach.  He  has 
taken  away  your  literary  guide  and  parent.  Will  not  the 
love  you  bore  him  stamp  his  memory  on  your  hearts?  Will 
not  the  recollection  of  his  friendship  gush  the  tear  of  a  flee - 

*  Referring  to  the  death  of  John  Jenckes,  and  Nicholas  Brown,  Efquires, 
which  preceded  Dr.  Manning’s, 
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tionate  sorrow,  and  sprinkle  it  on  his  tomb  ?  Call  to  mind 
his  anxious  solicitude  for  your  welfare  ;  call  to  mind  his 
readiness  to  accelerate  your  progress  in  the  paths  of  science. 
Treasure  up  his  wise  instructions.  As  he  was  once  young 
like  yourselves,  as  he  had  trod  the  paths  before  you,  lie  was 
qualified  to  give  the  best  advice.  Experience  had  taught 
him  the  difficulties  you  have  to  encounter,  and  the  dangers 
to  which  you  are  exposed.  Often  did. he,  with  all  the 
affection  of  a  parent,  recommend  an  unwearied  application 
to  your  literary  pursuits.  Often  did  he  dissuade  you  from 
vice.  How  earnestly  did  he  beg  you  to  fly  from  it,  as  from 
a  most  deadly  enemy  ?  How  often  did  lie  urge  you  tomain- 
tain  a  fair  moral  character  ?  How  frequently  did  his  fervent 
soul,  for  your  prosperity,  rise  on  the  wings  of  prayer  to  the 
throne  of  mercy?  If  you  will  do  justice  to  yourselves,  if 
you  will  do  justice  to  the  kind  endeavours  of.  your  parents, 
you  will  regard  the  advice  of  your  worthy  president.  Let  it 
sink  deep  into, your  hearts,  let  it  regulate  your  future  con¬ 
duct.  The  present,  with  you,  is  an  important  period. 
Your  characters  are  now  forming  for  future  life.  You 
know  that  vice  and  indolence  will  make  you  miserable  ; 
that  virtue  and  industry  will  make  you  happy.  Your  useful¬ 
ness  and  respectability  in  future  life  depend  very  much  on 
your  personal  exertions.  Lose  not  one  of  your  golden  mo¬ 
ments.  But  amidst  all  your  acquisitions  “  get  understand¬ 
ing.  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righte¬ 
ousness,  and  all  other  things  shall  be  added.  Remember 
now  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth.5’  Religion 
and  virtue  will  add  the  lustre  to  all  your  literary  acquire¬ 
ments.  “  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call 
upon  him  while  he  is  near while  he  comes  near  to  you 
by  the  solemn  voice  of  death.  Improve  this  mournful  scene 
of  mortality  to  your  own  advantage.  Be  wise,  be  happy. 

The  attentive  gravity  of  this  church  and  congregation, 
evinces  that  they  sensibly  feel  the  stroke  of  that  enemy  that 
has  laid  their  friend  in  dust.  He  has  been  a  ^  light  to 
your  feet he  has  been  a  “  lamp  to  your  path.”  To 
you  he  has  been  a  guide  in  the  road  of  life.  Often  did  he 
come  to  you  “  in  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.”  Oft  did  his  tongue  announce  to  you  tf  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy.”  But  alas  !  it  is  now  silent  for  ever. 
Those  of  you  who  have  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  under  his  ministry,  must,  on  the  present  mourn¬ 
ful  occasion,  be  deeply  affected.  You  have  'lost  a  father 
indeed.  In  his  last  affectionate  address  to  you  from  this 
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place,  when  he  hade  you  farewell,  when  he  expressed  the 
improbability  of  his  ever  preaching  to  you  again,  you  could 
not  restrain  your  tears.  Sorrow,  indeed,  must  now  fill 
your  hearts,  because  his  face  wall  no  more  be  seen  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  Remember  that  God  gave,  and  that 
God  took  away.  Hear  his  voice-—' u  Be  still,  and  know 
that  I  am  GOD.” 


The  loss  of  this  worthy  man  will  be  felt  by  the  commu¬ 
nity  at  large.  He  moved  in  an  extensive  sphere.  He  was 
equally  known  in  the  religious,  the  political,  and  literary 
world.  As  his  connexions  were  extensive  and  important, 
his  loss  must  be  proportionately  great.  As  a  man,  he  was 
kind,  humane,  and  benevolent.  As  he  was  sociable,  as 
he  was  communicative,  he  seemed  rather  designed  tor  the 
theatre  of  action  than  for  the  shades  of  retirement.  Na¬ 
ture  had  given  him  distinguished  abilities.  His  life  was  a 
scene  of  anxious  labour  for  the  benefit  of  others.  His  piety 
and  fervent  zeal  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ,  evinced 
his  love  to  his  God  and  to  his  fellow  men.  His  eloquence  . 
was  forcible  and  spontaneous.  To  every  one  who  heard 
him,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  this  place,  it  was  evident  that  the  resources  of  his 
mind  were  exceedingly  great.  The  amiableness  of  his  dis¬ 
position  was  recommended  by  a  dignified  and  majestic  ap¬ 
pearance.  His  address  wras  manly,  familiar,  and  engaging. 
His  manners  were  easy  without  negligence,  d'nd  polite 
Without  affectation.  In  the  College  over  which  he  pre¬ 
sided,  hi-s  government  was  mild  and  peaceful ;  conducted 
by  that  persuasi  ve  authority,  which  secures  obedience  while 
it  conciliates  esteem.  As  he  lived  much  beloved,  he  died 
much  lamented.  Well  may  we  say  that  “  a  great  man  is 
fallen/’  O  how  is  the  amiable,  the  worthy,  the  benevo¬ 
lent,  fallen  !  Though  fallen,  yet  shall  he  rise ;  for  his 
“  last  enemy  shall  be  destroyed.  The  Lord  himself  shall 
descend  from  Heaven  with  a  shout,  and  with  the  voice  of 
the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God,  and  the  dead 
in  Christ  shall  rise.”  Then  shall  the  man  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption,”  to  “  shine  like  the 
sun  in  the  firmament.”  Cease'  then  to  mourn,  dry.  up 
your  tears;  submit  to  Him  “which  is,  and  which  was, 
and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty;”  submit  to  Him  who 
is  “  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead,  the  Prince  of  the 
.  kings  of  the  earth,  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our 
sins  in  his  own  blood  ;”  to  him  let  us  ascribe  “  glory  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever.”  Amen, 
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ON  THE  DEATH  OF 


The  Rev.  CALEB  EVANS,  D.  D. 


Who  departed  thijs  Life,  August 9, 179L  Lt  the  Fifty-fourth 

Y ear  of  his  Age. 


-Smitten  Friends 


Are  Angels  sent  on  errands  full  of  love  ; 
For  us  they  languish,  and  for  us  they  die. 


Ill 

111 


Young, 


By  the  Rev,  Benjamin  Francis. 


WHAT  sounds  are  these  that  wake  the  muse  again,. 

From  her  . short  sleep*,  &  pierce  her  breast  with  pain ! 
How  false  her  hopes,  how  transient  her  repose! 

And  O,  how  pungent  her  succeeding  woes ! 

’Midst  kindred  graves  she  spends  her  cloudy  days ; 

The  Father’s  first,  the  Son’s  she  next  ^surveys  : 

Down,  down  she  gazes  on  the  dear  remains. 

That  sweetly  sleep  where  lasting  silence  reigns. 

Near  by  their  side,  her  worthy  Newton  lies, 

Newton  the  meek,  the  amiable,  the  wise. 

With  learned  Foskett,  humble,  grave,  and  kind. 

And  gifted  Beddome  of  a  pious  mind. 

The  Sire  and  Son  the  muse  had  long  enjoy’d 
As  bosom  friends,  in  friendly  deeds  employ’d  : 

Ah,  lovely  pair  !  their  virtues  still  arise 
In  beauteous  forms  before  her  pensive  eyes : 

Ah,  why  survive  her  faithful  Friends  to  mourn 
’Midst  weeping  crowds  around  their  hallow’d  urn  ! 

*  Alluding  to  the  Author’s  Elegy  on  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  M.  A.  father  of 
She  Doctor,  and  to  his  late  Elegy  on  the  Rev,  Robert  Day, 
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Why  live  to  see  her  Junior  go  before,  ' 

And,  in  life’s  wgane,  his  mighty  fall  deplore! 

What,  Evans  dead!  how  painful  is  the  sound  ! 
What  awe,  what  grief  the  tidings  spread  around  ! 

A  solemn  gloom,  in  friendship’s  mournful  eye, 
O’erwhelms  the  land,  and  veils  the  spacious  sky: 
Relations,  churches,  pastors,  pupils,  friends. 

And  the  long  train  of  indigents,  that  bends 
Beneath  the  weight  of  penury  or  pain. 

Blend  their  deep  sighs,  and  join  the  plaintive  strain. 

While-  fair  Britannia  and  Hibernia  feel 

The  general  wound,  an  age  can  scarcely  heal. 

The  western  world  whose  weal  he  kindly  sought, 
(His  heart  embrac’d  each  tribe,  each  clime  remote,) 
Bewail  the  loss,  extensive  realms  sustain 
In  his  remove,  on  either  side  the  main  : 

So  shone  his  page  in  virtue’s  cause  abroad, 

The  cause  of  freedom,  and  the  cause  of  God  ! 

Nature  and  pxt  adorn’d  his  noble  mind. 

And  grace  divine  his  vigorous  soul  refin’d. 

From  early  youth  to  shine  with  growing  rays. 

Like  the  faint  dawn  to  the  meridian  blaze. 

In  the  wide  sphere  by  Heaven  for  him  ordain’d. 

Till  the  bright  presence  of  his  God  he  gain’d : 
Birth,  education,  learning,  native  powers. 
Connections,  station,  golden  social  hours. 

Each  gift,  each  virtue,  and  devotion’s  flame. 
Conspir’d  to  form  his  character  and  fame. 

Timotheus-like,  He,  in  a  tender  age. 

Receiv’d  the  impress  of  the  sacred  page  : 

Celestial  truth  shone  through  his  inmost  soul. 
Illum’d,  control’d,  reviv’d,  and  warm’d  the  whole. 
Be  felt  the  doctrine  of  the  cross,  and  found 
Life,  peace,  and  joy  through  all  his  pow’rs  abound. 
The  eternal  Sun  that  shines  beyond  the  Skies, 

Arose  and  shone  on  his  admiring  eyes. 

In  all  his  glories,  human  and  divine, 

And  heal’d  his  spirit  with  his  beams  benign. 

His  heart  dissolv’d  beneath  the  melting  rays 
Of  heavenly  love,  in  gratitude  and  praise. 

How  did  he  burn  with  an  increasing  flame 
Of  ardent  love  for  his  Redeemer’s  name, 

A  flame  first  kindled,  still  maintain’d,  and  fanri’d. 
By  an  all  potent,  an  all  gracious  hand  ! 
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error* s  flood,  nor  dissipation  s  tide. 

Could  damp  its  force,  or  its  effulgence  hide. 

Born  from  above,  above  his  soul  would  soar. 

And  the  bright  realms  of  endless  day  explore  : 

Heaven  was  his  country,  and  his  portion  God, 

And  purity  the  shining  path  he  trode.  . 

What  Christian  virtue  seen  on  earthly  ground 
To  stand  and  thrive,  was  not  in  Evans  round. 

Sincerity  sat  regent  in  his  breast. 

Controlling  all ;  deceit  was  ne’er  a  guest 
Within  his  heart,  ah,  no  !  his  God  was  theie. 

And  truth  and  love  his  dear  companions  were. 
Philanthropy,  diffus'd  through  all  his  soul. 

Planned  his  fair  life,  and  aggrandiz’d  the  whole. 

In  him  the  husband,  parent,  and  the  friend. 

Their,  various  charms  were  ever  seen  to  blend. 

His  dear  abode  was  the  abode  of  love. 

And  every  grace  descended  from  above  : 

There  prayer  and  praise,  on  faith’s  swift  pinions  borne. 

To  heaven’s  high  throne  ascended  night  and  morn  : 

There,  bounteous  friendship  hail’d  the  stranger  in, 

Tho’  even  a  foe  the  stranger  long  had  been: 

There,  pining  want  was  speedily  reliev’d. 

And  various  comfort  various  grief  receiv’d. 

What  zeal  for  God,  what  charity  to  man. 

Glow’d  in  his  breast,  and  through  his  actions  ran? 

The  same  blest  motive  and  benignant  end  > 

Reign’d  in  the  Christian,  Preacher, Tutor,  Friend; 

How  did  his  heart  in  each  relation  flame 
With  love  to  man  and  zeal  for  Jesus  name  l 
His  hand  reliev'd  the  sons  of  w*mt  mound. 

The  fatherless  in  him  a  father  found  ; 

The  friendless  widow  and  her  infant  care, 

W  ere  sure  his  aid  and  sympathy  to  shaie  . 

Young  indigents#  proclaim,  in  numerous  bands. 

The  kind  exertion  of  his  heart  and  hands  ! 

As  monuments  of  his  unwearied  zeal 
For  your  extensive  and  eternal  weal, 

O  grace  the  temple  which  he  rear’d  lor  God, 

R  or  quit  the  road  your  feet  so  long  have  tiode. 

*  Children  taught  at  the  Free  Schools,  which  the  Doctor  established  and 
superintended  at  Bristol,  Mangotsfield,  and  Downend  four  miles  from  Bristol, 
Where  he  erected  a  new  place  of  worship. 
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Each  gift,  each  grace,  each  sacred  T  irtue  found 

In  his  succeeding  ancestors*  renoww’d,. 

Renown’d  Elected  rays. 

In  him  shone  might  in  one  expensive  blaze  : 

Heaven  grata  tne  .same  mueiyn  cti.  laith  m ay  shine* 

In  his  dear  offspring,  v  ith  each  y race  divine  ! 

In  early  days,  inspir’d  by  ardent  r  ce  J. 

For  Jesus’  name  anil  man’s  immortal  weal. 

With  a  rich  store  of  various  science  IV auaiit, 

And  by  the  page  of  inspiration  taught. 

He  boldly  stood,  fir'd  like  the  Hebrew  youth. 

The  stripling  champion  of  insulted  truth. 

And  nobly  fought  for  his  redeeming;'  Lord, 

The  word  of  life  was  his  victorious  sword. 

Vice,  superstition,  tyranny,  and  all 

The  hosts  of  errors,  that  attempt  our  thrall. 

With,  grey  tradition’s  veteran  troops,  he  charg’d 
With  scripture  weapons,  and  our  mind  enlarg’d, 

Each  truth  divine  he  faithfully  explain’d. 

Each  truth  divine  he  zealously  maintain’d. 

The  promise  open’d,  where  our  refuge  stands. 

Enforc’d  the  precept  as  in  Jesus’  hands. 

His  eloquence  flow’d  like  a  copious  stream. 

And  nis  whole  soul  flam’d  in  his  mighty  theme, 

A  theme  important,  great,  and  well  design’d 
To  wound  the  proud  and  heal  the  humble  mind. 

Old  Sinai’s  thunder  seem’d  to  roar  anew. 

The  audience  felt  as  if  the  lightning  flew, 

V\  Kile,  as  he  pom  ted  to  the  gaping  tomb, 

He  utter’d  forth  the  sinner’s  awful  doom  ; 

H  hat  heart  so  hard  but  trembled  at  the  sound. 

And  felt  itself  with  guilt  enchain’d  around  ! 

-  But  wrath  divine  was  not  his  favourite  theme. 

He  dwelt  with  joy  on  the  melodious  Name 
Ador’d  by  all  the  heavenly  host  above. 

The  King  of  glory  and  the  God  of  love, 

Vt  ho  vanquish’d  sin,  destruction,  death,  and  hell. 

In  whom  alone  life  and  salvation  dwell : 

He  gaz  d  with  rapture  on  the  bleeding  cross  ; 

All  human  worth  he  view'd  as  shining  dross  : 

*  Th5  PocJor’s  great  grandfather,  grandfather,  and  father,  were  eminent  ml- 
uiiteit)  of  the  Baptist  denomination,, 
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Teslls,  whose  hands  the  universe  control,  _ 

He  lov’d,  he  preach’d,  he  serv’d--~with  aAl  his  soul. 
His  bright  example  and  his  doctrine  shone 
With  ceaseless  lustre,  like  th’  unwearied  sun. 

Until  he  clos’d  his  radiant  course  below. 

And  reach’d  the  realms  where  endless  pleasuies  now 
How  did  he  labour  to  extend  abroad 
The  p-ood  of  man,  the  honours  of  his  trod  . 

How° did  he  strive  for  the  Redeemer’s  cause. 

His  urace  display,  and  vindicate  his  laws  . 

How  did  he  love  the  good  of  every  name. 

Although  his  creed  and  theirs  were  not  the  same  . 
Tell  ye°the  objects  of  his  special  care, 

Whose  various  aid,  alas,  no  more  ye  share. 

With  what  affection,  faithfulness,  and  zeal. 

He  ever  sought  youi‘  universal  weal : 

Tell  ye,  his  friends,  who  heard  him  sweetly  sound 
The  gospel  trump  in  distant  parts  around. 

How  great  his  toil,  how  wide  his  labours  were. 
How  larare  his  heart,  his  friendship  how  sincere  : 
Tell  ye,  whose  breasts  in  youthful  days  expand 

With  love  divine  (a  well  collected  band,> 

Who  burn  with  zeal  for  great  Immanuel  s  name. 
And  to  the  world  his  saving  grace  pro c  aim. 

Ye,  who  were  once,  ah,  pleasing  painful  thought, 
v  his  example  and  tuition  taught,  ^ 

Tell  how  he  watch’d,  as  with  a  parent  s  eye. 

Your  peace,  improvement,  and  prosperity. 

How  fervently  your  happiness  he  sought 
in  all  he  did,  in  all  he  said  and  wrote,  _ 

How  much  he  strove  to  aid  your  grand  design. 

As  faithful  preachers  of  the  word  divine  : 

And,  while  ye  mourn  your  deal  Elijah  yjy 
'From  these  dark  regions  to  the  realms  ot  ucdu> 
Still  may  his  counsels  wise,  devout,  and  pud. 

Live  in  your  memory,  and  direct  your  mind : 

As  young  Elisha’s,  imitate  his  zeal 
For  sacred  truth  and  Zion’s  growing  weak 
Great  man  of  God!  thy  venerable  face 
No  more  we  see  to  gladden  and  to  grace 
Our  solemn  meetings  !  thine  instructive  tongue 
No  more  we  hear  address  the  attentive  thion0, 
Thy  cheering  presence  and  thy  noble  soul 
No  more  direct  and  animate  the  whole; 
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How  vast  our  loss  !  how  exquisite  our  grief ! 

So  Judah  mourn’d  when  fell  her  pious  chief. 

J  ny  real  worth  was  only  fully  known 

T°  Him  who  now  has  plac’d  thee  near  his  throne, 

H  ow  didst  thou  hear  the  burden  of  the  day, 
hue  base  ingratitude  was  all  the  pay 
Thy  generous  heart  and  liberal  hand  receiv’d 
from  some,  whom  thou  hadst  variously  reliev’d  ! 

J  hou  hast  exchang’d,  dear  saint,  all  piercing  thorns 
Jbor  the  bright  crown,  that  now  thy  head  adorns  : 

mi  ^  oLmier?US  ^al°ors-’  cares,  and  griefs  are  o’er; 
i  hy  bavior’s  smiles  reward  thee  evermore  : 

I  hy  soul  how  happy,  how  supremely  blest 
In  Jesus’  bosom,  where  thou  Ion g’st  to  rest! 

V  es,  and  before  thou  gainst  thy  blissful  home. 

How  didst  thou  triumph  o’er  the  threatening  tomb  ! 

J  low  strong  thy  faith  in  thy  Redeemer’s  name  1 
His  cross  was  still  thy  sweet,  thy  darling  theme. 
j  low  did  st  thou  boast  his  righteousness  alone. 

And  in  that  Robe  appear  before  the  throne  1 

Hay,  Newtom,  Hillee,  Phiups,  HALL,'and  Bore, 

u  Ith  more  fair  orbs,  that  shine  below'  no  more, 

1  hou  soon  did’st  join,  a  constellation  bright ! 

To  shine  with  glory  in  eternal  light. 

_Tr|'a  -  a^b  how  dark  our  wretched  regions  grow 
Av  bile  death  and  grief  still  multiply  our  woe! 

Txtend  thy  reign.  Thou  glorious  Prince  of  oeaee. 
Abolish  death,  bid  sin  and  sorrow  cease. 

And  bring  us  all  to  thy  blest  realms  above, 

1  he  realms  of  bliss,  perfection,  praise,  and  love  2 
1  here  may  we  meet  our  dear  departed  Triend, 

W  heie  joy  abounds,  and  pleasures  never  end. 
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A  Catalogue  -of  a  few  useful  Books  for  a  young  Mi¬ 
nister _ draw  flip  by  the  late  Ur.  Evans  in  the  begin¬ 

ning  of  1773,  and  given  to  one  of  his  much  loved 
Pupils  then  leaving  fie  Academy. 


V-ander  Hooght’s  Hebrew  Bible  is  by  far  the  best:  if 
clean,  fair,  and  well  bound,  it  is  worth  from  36s.  to  two 

guineas.  .  .  .  r 

Symonds’s  Hebrew  Bible  sells  cheap.  I  think  rot 

about  12s.  or  14s.  and  it  is  the  best  type  next  to  Vander 
Hooght’s,  only  printed  on  a  very  ordinary  paper. 

Grabe’s  Septuagint  is  the  best,  hut  scarce  and  dear. 

The  Vatican  copy  printed  at  Amsterdam  1683,  a  very 
good  one,  and  to  be  had  cheap. 

'  Mill’s  Greek  Testament,  with  the  various  readings, 
very  valuable,  and  sold  at  a  moderate  pi  ice. 

Leusden’s  is  the  next  best,  but  Matt  air  V  s,  or  almost 
any  other  copy,  is  sufficient  101  common  use. 

Bleau’s  Miniature  Greek  Testament,  very  neat,  and 
often  sells  for  a  guinea.  1  hat  punted  at  Sedan  is  smaller, 
but  not  so  good  a  type— sells  commonly  at  10s  6d. 

LEXICONS,  &C. 

The  best  are,  Ainsworth  for  the  Latin,  and  TIedericus 
for  the  Greek.  Besides  which,  Dawson  s  Lexicon  for  the 
Lew  Testament,  and  Robertson  s  Collection  of  1  hrases 
will  be  found  highly  useful ;  as  will  also  C laih  s  Common 

Place  Book  for  the  Scripture.  r 

Taylor’s  Hebrew  Concordance,  2  vols.  folio.  mix- 

torf.  Sec. 

Wilson’s  Scripture  Dictionary,  as  well  as  that  ne\er 
failing  vade  mecum  of  every  sermon  maker, 

Citu den’s  Concordance.* 

expositions.  . 

The  Expositors  have  their  different  excellencies;  as, 
for  instance, 


*  The  newest  edition  sells  at  il.  5c  When  Dr.  Evans  mentioned  Cruden, 
the  correa  edition  of  Butterworth’s  Concordance  had  not  appeared:  it  sells  at 
about  9s.  and  is  preferred,  by  many  persons  in  England  and  America,  to  any 
other  5  and  is  certainly  preferable  to  Cruden's  in  one  respect,  at  least,  oecause  it 
is  not  thrown  into  so  many  alphabets.  hoi  tor. 
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Dr.  Gill  excels  in  rabbinical  learning,  and  is  more-’ 
over  the  touchstone  of  orthodoxy,  with  many. 

Henry  and  Burkitt  excel  in  spirituality,  and  seem 
peculiarly  adapted  for  family  use. 

Doddridge  is  to  be  valued  for  sublimity,  perspicuity, 
penetration,  and  unbounded  love. 

Guyse  is  much  admired  by  some,  and  I  believe  deserv¬ 
edly,  for  his  seriousness. 

Poole’s  Synopsis  Criticorum,  5  vols.  folio,  to  be  bought 
for  30s.  or  40s. — more  valuable  to  a  genuine  student  than 
all  the  other  commentators  put  together. 

Poole  s  English  Annotations  are  also  very  good;  but  the 
second  volume,  written  by  his  Continuators,  is  not  so' 
judicious  as  the  first. 

ON  REVELATION  AND  THE  DEISTICAL  CONTROVERSY. 

Halyburton  againstthe  Deists,  a  small  4to.  often  soltt 
for  Is.  6d. ;  but  perhaps  the  best  piece  ever  wrote  on  the 
subject. 

Baxter’s  Reasons  of  the  Christian  Religion  is  a  Kook 
also  much  valued,  though  sold  cheap, 

Lyttelton’s  Conversion  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  a  2s.- 
pamphlet,  and  The  Irial  of  the  Witnesses ,  an  eighteen: 
penny  thing,  by  the  late  Sherlock,  are  excellent  tracts* 
and  1  would  not  have  you  be  without  them. 

Jennings  on  the  Truth  and  Divinity  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  price  Is.;  the  prettiest  thing  for  common  use 
I  ever  met  with. 

Doddridge  on  the  Evidences  of  the  Christian  Reli¬ 
gion  is  also  a  very  valuable  performance,  but  you  will 
meet  with  a  better  account  ol  the  various  writers  on  the 
deistical  controversy,  in 

Lelan  d’s  View  of  the  Deistical  Writers,  3  vols.  15 s.  or 
18s.— A  capital  work;  and  which  I  remember,  prodigi¬ 
ously  pleased  me  when  I  read  it.  I  should  add,  on  this 
subject, 

Lardner’s  Credibility  oi  the  Gospel  History;  but  that 
I  take  it  tor  granted  it  is  a  purchase  too  great  for  a  coun¬ 
try  minister.  However,  should  it  fall  to  your  lot,  know  it 
is  the  most  valuable  work  of  the  kind  ever  published.  It 
will  save  the  inquisitive  searcher  into  antiquities  immense 
labour. 

Chandler’s  Life  of  David--- a  vast  deal  of  learning  dis¬ 
played  in  it-— a  most  masterly  defence  of  revelation. 

Boyle’s  Lectures  on  Natural  and 
abridged,  by  Burnet,  4  vols.  8vo.  In 
with  several  excellent  performances. 


Revealed  Religion, 
these  vou  will  meet 
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Divinity ,  Doctrinal ,  Experimental  Critical. 

:1)R.  Owen's  works  in  general,  highly  valuable  ior 
sound  learning  and  genuine  devotion. 

President  Edwards  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will— on 
Original  Sin — on  Religious  Affections,  and  on  the  Nature 
of  True  Virtue  ;  the  most  rational,  scriptural  divine,  and 
the  liveliest  Christian,  tne  world  was  ever  blessed  witn. 

Mac  lax:  kin's  Sermons  and  Essays  contain  many  ori¬ 
ginal  and  important  thoughts  ;  ano.  in  some  of  his  sermons 
there  is  great  energy  and  brilliancy  of  language  as  well  as 

sentiment.  . 

Dr.  Witherspoon's  Works,  3  vois  ;  and  2  vols.  Ox  his 

Sermons  besides,  are  also  quite  original  and  excellent.  1 
do  not  know,  at  least  in  modern  times,  where  such  another 
triumvirate  is  to  be  met  with.  A  glorious  triumvirate  in* 
deed  !  Than  which  I  am  ready  to  say. 

Nihil  majus  meliusve  terris 
Fata  donavere,  bonique  Divi, 

Nec  dabunt,  quamvis  redeant  in  aurum 

Tempera  priscum.  Hor. 

However,  such  as  follow  I  greatly  reverence  and  esteem. 

Gill  on  the  Prophecies  respecting  the  Messiah,  and  his 
Cause  of  God  and  Truth. 

Brine  on  various  Subjects. 

Lime  Street  Lectures ,  2  vols.  A  very  able  defence  of 
Calvinism. 

Berry  Street  Sermons ,  something  or  the  same  nature, 

but  more  practical.  . 

Cooper  (of  Boston,  New  England),  on  Predestination, 

price  Is.  6d.  very  calm  and  very  judicious. 

Jennings’s  Jewish  Antiquities— abound,  as  you  know, 
with  useful  Scripture  criticisms.  t 

Shuckford’s  Connection  of  the  sacred  and  prophane 
History  of  the  World,  from  the  creation  to  the  dissolution 
of  the  Assyrian  empire,  3  vols.  8vo.  And,  ^ 

Pride  aux — his  Connection  of  the 'Old  and  New  tes¬ 
tament  is  highly  valuable  in  the  same  view. 

Black  wall’s  Sacred  Ciassicks. 

Practical  Writers. 

These  scarcely  need  to  be  particularized.  I  will,  how¬ 
ever,  just  mention  such  as  occur  to  my  mind. 

Dr.  Doddridge’s  Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion. 

Dr.  Watts  on  the  Love  of  God — on  the  Passions — on 
Humility,  represented  in  the  character  of  Paul. 

I)  r  .  W  at  t  s’ -s  '  Sermons, 
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256 


CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS,-  kc. 


Orton  s  Religious  Exercises  recommended, 

- Sermons  for  Old  People. 

I)r.  S.  Sten nett’s  Sermons*—  the  best,  upon  the  whole, 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  English  language. 

Davis's  (of  America,  published  by  Dr.  Gibbous),  some 
of  them  amazingly  sublime.  The  true  spirit  of  preaching*. 

'  Hill's,  generally  acceptable  and  useful. 

Lives. 

Clark’s  Lives.  The  Life  of  Philip  Henry — of  Mat¬ 
thew-  Henry— of  Halyburton— of  Doddridge— of  Mrs. 
Bury,  &c. 

History. 

Turretine  s  Compendium,  which  you  translated. 

wf  os  Heim,  translated  by  Maclaine,  with  JNotes,  5  vols, 
8  vo. 


Neal’s  History  of  the  Puritans. 

Crosby’s  History  of  the  English  Baptists. 

Rapin’s  History  of  England,  for  impartiality  and  Re¬ 
volution  principles — Kimber  for  conciseness — Hume  for 
style,  toryism  and  sneering  loquacity — and  Mrs.  Macauly 
for  the  true  spirit  of  republicanism. 

Lollin  s  Roman  History;  or  a  short  one  by  question 
and  answer— duodecimo,  1777. 

Stanyan’s  History  of.Greece. 

Smith’s  Thucydides, 

Rennet’s  Antiquities  of  Rome,  8vo.  And, 

Potter’s  of  Greece,  2  vok.  8vo. 

Lord  Lyttelton’s  History  of  Henry  the  II.  is  esteem^ 
ed  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  History  in  our  language. 

Miscellaneous. 


Preceptor  2  vok. — Rozcning’s  Experimental  Philosophy 
— Jennings  and  Watts  on  the  Globes. — Derhanis  Astro 
and  Physieo-Th oology,  2  vols— Spectators— Nature  Dis- 
played- — Mason  on  Elocution — Pay's  Wisdom  of  God 
in  the  Creation— hoc  he  on  the  Understanding—  Watts’s 
Improvement  or  the  Mind — Cion  mult  is  aliis ,  which  per¬ 
haps,  I  may  mention  to  you  when  you  have  read  all 
jthese  :  for  the  present  adieu. 


*They  arc  now  5  volumes. 
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THE  OBITUARY  FOR  1791  continued. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  James. 

MR.  James  was  paftor  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  Leigh¬ 
ton  Buzzard  in  Bedfordfhire  during  a  long  iilnefs, 
the  neighbouring  minifters  and  churches  of  his  own  deno¬ 
mination,  (hewed  him  and  his  neceflitous  family  great  affec¬ 
tion  ;  of  which  he  was  properly  fenfible.  A  tribute  of  gra¬ 
titude  is  equally  due  to  our  brethren  the  independents ,  fome 
of  whom  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  favour  of  this  good 
man.  His  afflictions  terminated  in  death  on  Jan.  5,  1791* 
when  he  left  behind  him  a  widow  and  nine  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  under  age,  and  the  youngeft  only  about  a  year 
and  an  half  old. 


The  Rev.  William  Kilpin. 

a* 

Rev.  William  Kilpin,  fon  of  Mr.  John  Kilpin,  a  deacon  of 
the  old  Meeting  at  Bedford,  was  born  at  Bedford  March  28, 
1763.  In  his  childhood  and  youth  he  was  remarkably 
aClive,  and  very  frequently  had  ftrong  convictions  of  the 
importance  of  eternal  things particularly  at  eight  years 
old,  underafermon  Mr.  Ryland  Junior  preached  at  Bedford, 
from  Ifaiah  xiv.  10.  44  Art  thou  become  like  unto  us?”  At 
about  1 3  years  of  age,  as  he  difcovered  a  good  degree  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  folidity,  his  friends  were  much  preifed  with  a  generous 
offer  to  give  him  an  academical  education  for  the  miniftry, 
which  they  refuted  to  accept.  Soon  after  this,  in  1777*  he 
had  the  fmall  pox  and  under  this  affliction,  and  from  this 
time,  the  14th  year  of  his  age,  gave  good  evidence  of  a  work 
of  grace  wrought  in  his  foul.  In  May  1782,  he  joined  the 
church  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Jofhua  Symonds, 
a  remote  fueceffor  of  John  Bunyan  at  Bedford  :  at  this  time 
Mr.  Kilpin  was  a  Paedobaptift,  but  afterwards  faw  realon 
to  change  his  fentiments  concerning  baptifm ;  and  was 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole  of  Maulden. 

Auguft  3,  1784,  he  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  John  Emery,  paftor  of  the  baptift  church  atStaughton  $ 
and  in  January  1788,  had  his  difmiflion  from  the  church  at 
Bedford,  to  that  at  Staughton,  under  the  paftoral  care  of  his 
father-in-law.  Soon  after  this  he  began  to  feel  a  peculiar 

e.  concern 
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concern  for  t&e  faivation  of  his  feliow  mortals,  and  an  in¬ 
clination  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry 3  and  in  December 
1788,  at  a  church  meeting  called  for  that  purpofe,  he  declared 
the  exercifes  of  his  mind  *  his  difcouragements  and  encou¬ 
ragements  refpefHng  the  work  of  the  miniftry :  at  the  fame 
time  earneftly  defiring  the  church  to  indulge  him  with  their 
advice,  affuring  them  that  he  would  cheerfully  fit  down  by 
their  determination  :  the  members  were  much  affected  with 
the  account  5  *twas  a  general  weeping  day  :  he  was  requefted 
to  exercife  his  gifts  among  them  in  private,  which  he  did 
feveral  times  much  to  their  fatisfa&ion,  and  they  foort  after¬ 
wards  called  him  to  more  public  exercife  on  Lord’s  day 
-mornings.  His  firft  public  engagement,  it  is  thought,  was 
bieffed  for  the  converfion  of  two  young  perfons,  who  after¬ 
ward  joined  the  church  5  in  June,  1789,  he  was  unanimoufly 
called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  occafionally  fupplied 
the  neighbouring  congregations  till  Auguft,  when  he  received 
an  invitation  from  the  church  at  Cotton-end  near  Bedford, 
to  preach  to  them  3  months,  and  then  for  a  longer  time  : 
Mr.  Emery  gave  the  charge  from  1  Tim.  iv.  16.  and  Mr. 
Pilfy  preached  to  the  people  from  Heb.  xiih  22.  former  part: 
Odh  23,  1790,  he  was  ordained  to  the  paftoral  office.  Succefs 
attended  his  labors  both  in  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  the 
edification  of  God’s  people  ?  he  was  particularly  blefled  in 
unking  the  divided  church  3  the  paftor  and  people  were  an 
example  of  mutual  afFefHon.  His  defire  for  the  converfion 
of  finners  became  more  and  more  ardent ;  the  fummit  of  his 
withes  was  to  feeChrift  formed  in  the  hearts  of  his  hearers? 
and  the  Lord  left  him  notwithouthis  divine  prefence  and  bieff- 
ing.  From  the  time  he  was  called  by  grace,  to  his  death,  he 
was  diftinguifiied  by  a  fpirituai  favor  for  divine  things,  by 
Sympathy  for  the  poor  people  of  God,  and  a  warm  affection 
for  young  Chriftians.  As  a  minifter  he  was  very  diffident : 
when  he  heard  that  his  miniftry  had  been  particularly  blefted 
to  any  of  his  people,  he  begged  their  prayers ,  not  their  applaufet 
his  courfe  was  ftiort,  he  was  paftor  only  22  weeks  ;  the  Sab¬ 
bath  before  his  death,  March  20,  1 791,  he  appeared  as  well  at 


*  At  the  fame  time  when  Mr.  KL.  declared  the  exercifes  of  his  mind 
to  the  church,  Mr.  John  Rootham  another  brother  did  the  fame,  and 
has  fince  been  ordained  paftor  of  the  church  at  Willingham,  Cambridge¬ 
shire.  Mr.  K.  and  Mr.  R.  were  both  lent  forth  into  the  miniftry  on 
the  lame  day  ;  Mr.  Emery,  their  paftor,  preached  a  fermon  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  from  Gen.  48.  zG.  “  The  angel  which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil 
bleh  the  iads.” 
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ttfilal ;  on  Wednefday  morning  was  taken  ill  with  a  pain  iri 
his  bowels,  which  continued,  and  increafed  on  Thurfday  to 
fuch  ah  alarming  degree  that  he  could  fpeak  but  very  little. 
His  father-in-law  Emery  coming  into  the  room  on  Friday,  he 
fixed  his  eyes  on  him  and  faid,  “  The  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  (hall  I  not  drink  it  ?”  he  could  proceed  no 
farther,  only,  being  alked  how  he  felt  himfelf,  anfvVered, 
“  Compofed,  compofed.”  On  Saturday  morning  it  appeared 
that  an  inflammation  in  his  bowels  was  haftening  him  on 
apace  to  death  :  his  father  Kilpirt  faid,  “  My  dear  child,  you 
are  dying*”  with  much  calmnefs  he  faid,  “My  work  is  done* 
is  done,  is  done.”  Being  alked  “  if  he  was  willing  to  go,”  he 
faid  “Yes,  only  my  dear  dear  family — and  Gotton-End*”  he 
then  added  with  difficulty* 

“  I’ve  Teen  the  finking  Church  arife, 

<£  And  leave  the  world  in  peace.” 

Then  with  a  ferene  look  on  the  diftreffed  partner  of  his  life* 
and  an  affectionate  tear  running  down  his  cheek,  he  fweetly 
fell  alleep  in  Jefus,  about  7  o^clock  Saturday  morning* 
March  2(5,  1791,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  behind 
him  a  mourning  congregation,  and  a  widow  with  five  fmall 
children  *,  and  a  great  number  of  relations,  by  all  of  whom 
he  was  molt  affectionately  beloved. 

He  was  by  his  own  defire  interred  in  the  meeting  at  Cotton- 
End*,  at  the  foot  of  his  predeceffor,  Rev.  Luke  Haywood. 
Rev.  Mr.  Pilly  preached  at  his  interment  from  Jer.  xlix.  n4 
Leave  thy  father  left  children ,  I  will  prefer  ve  them  alive  *  and  let 
thy  widows  truft  in  me  ;  and  the  Sabbath  after,  Mr.  Bull,  the 
congregational  mini  Iter  of  Newport*  preached  a  funeral 
fdrmon  at  the  old  meeting,  Bedford,  from  John  xiii.  7.  What 
l  do  thou  know  eft  not  now9  but  thou  ftodlt  ktiow  hereafter .  Mr. 
Emery  alfo  preached  another  at  Staughton,  from  whence 
Mr.  Kilpin  was  lent  out,  on  2  Chron.  xxxv.  24.  And  all 
Judah  and  Jerufalem  mourned for  Joftah. 

*  The  oldeft  not  fix  years  of  age* 
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The  Rev.  Robert  Day,  A.M.* 

The  Rev.  Robert  Day  f,  the  late  Pallor  of  the  Baptift 
Church  at  Wellington,  Somerfet,  was  the  only  fon  of  Mr. 
John  Day  a  reputable  Woollen  Manufacturer  at  Milverton 
in  Somerfet,  a  man  of  remarkable  piety  j  who,  about  the  year 
1730,  was  called  by  the  Baptift  friends  at  Wellington,  then 
a  branch  of  Taunton  church,  to  exercife  his  gifts  as  a 
teaching  elder,  after  which  he  occafionally  ferved  the  churches 
at  Stogumber,  Bicknell  (now  Hatch),  and  Wellington  ;  in 
this  capacity  he  was  made  ufeful  ;  he  alfo  attended  his  bufi- 
nefs  till  within  about  one  year  of  his  death  •,  in  February 
1763  he  relied  from  his  labours,  and  went  to  receive  his 
crown  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age  f.  His  fon  Mr.  Robert 
Day  was  born  at  Milverton,  July  the  2d,  1720^  from  his 
childhood  he  appeared  to  poffefs  remarkable  folidity,  but  he 
dated  the  beginning  of  a  good  work  of  Grace  upon  his  foul, 
from  the  year  1739,  (the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,} 
through  a  fermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Terry  of  Tiver¬ 
ton,  at  a  general  meeting  of  minilters  at  Bicknell :  in 
February  1741,  he  made  a  public  profeffion  of  religion,  being 
baptized  by  Mr.  Terry  in  the  river  at  Row  Green,  one  mile 
from  Wellington,  and  was  added  to  the  church  there,  foon 
after  the  church  was  firll  formed.  Wellington  friends 
having  been  heretofore  a  branch  of  the  baptift  church  at 
Taunton,  then  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jofeph 
Jeffries  § ;  and,  judging  it  would  be  much  for  the  honor  of 
God,  and  their  mutual  comfort  and  edification,  did,  in  Sep¬ 
tember  17393  feparate  themfelves  from  the  church  atTaunton, 
and  formed  themfelves  into  a  diftincl  fociety.  Soon  after 
Mr.  Day’s  connection  with  them,  they  noticed  his  promifing 

#  Mr.  Day  and.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wilton,  afterwards  Do£lor  Wilton, 
of  the  Weigh  Houle,  London  5  had  the  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts  confer¬ 
red  on  them  by  Rhode  Xfland  College,  at  the  commencement  in  1774. 

4  See  his  elegv  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Francis  in  the  Regiiter, 
part  the  firft  for  1791,  p.  222. 

J  He  was  buried  in  the  church  yard  at  Milverton  ;  his  funeral  fermort 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  KLingdon  of  FrOome,  who  writes  thus, 

I  had  the  honor  and  advantage  of  a  great  intimacy  with  him  for  many 
years  5  he  has  told  me  that  his  fon  Robert,  when  a  lad,  never  wafted  his 
time  like  other  boys  in  play,  but  improved  it  in  reading,  meditation,  and 
retirement.'”  Our  Mr.  Robert  Day,  endeatoured  alfo  to  improve  the 
diipenlation,  in  a  fermon  on  Eccl.  vii.  2.  “  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe 
of  mourning,  than  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafting  j”  and  a  very  affefting 
fermon  it  was. 

§  Father  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr,  Jeffries. 
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gifts -for  the  work  of  the  miniftry ;  and  in  the  year  1743  he 
was  invited  by  the  church  to  exercife  them,  which  he  did  to 
their  fatisfadtion.  Accordingly,  he  was  called  to  the  facred 
work,  and  immediately  fent  to  Briftol,  under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard  Folkett,  for  the  improvement 
of  his  mind  in  ufeful  knowledge.  Here  being  remarkably 
alhduous  he  made  a  great  proficiency,  and  very  foon  preached 
occafionally  to  the  neighbouring  churches,  and  frequently  at 
the  Broadraead  and  Pithay,  in  Briftol.  At  that  time  he  was 
fuppofed  to  be  of  a  coniumptive  habit,  from  which  he  did 
not  recover  till  feveral  years  had  elapfed. 

One  of  his  fellow  ftudents  yet  alive,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryland 
fenior,  fays.  That  while  Mr.  Day  was  at  the  Academy,  the 
fimplicity  of  his  conduct,  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  his 
thirft  for  knowledge,  and  his  diligence  to  attain  it,  were  very 
confpicuous  \  never  haughty  to  his  fellow  ftudents,  never 
felf  fufficient  nor  aftuming,  never  ludicrous.  Mr.  Ryland 
adds,  that  he  dont  remember  ever  to  have  feen  him  laugh  ; 
that  he  drew  up  his  fermons  with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and 
was  from  the  beginning,  of  a  mind  clear  and  calm,  generally 
animated  in  his  delivery,  but  never  vociferous. 

Before  he  finifhed  his  ftudies  he  had  two  invitations,  one 
from  Abingdon,  Berks,  a  church  in  refpedlable  circurnftances; 
and  the  other  from  Wellington,  then  in  a  low  and  unpromif- 
ing  condition  ;  fome  of  his  moft  valuable  friends  advifed 
him  to  embrace  the  former,  but  as  he  was  a  member  at 
Wellington,  and  as  the  two  parties  then  in  the  Chuvch,  the 
Calvinifts  and  Arminians,  united  in  defiring  him  to  fettle 
among  them,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  comply  with  their 
requeft* 

Accordingly  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  his  Wellington 
friends,  and  came  to  them  December  22d,  1745.  A  ftep 
this,  which  he  has  faid  he  never  repented  of,  as  he  could  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  for  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
refpedfing  it.  The  very  beginning  of  his  miniftry  amongft 
them  was  much  ownedof  God:  on  February  1,  1 7 4 7 >  was 
called  by  the  church  to  the  paftoral  office,  and  was  ordained 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands  the  8th  of  April  following. 
Among  the  principal  minifters  that  attended  the  ordination, 
were  Mr.  Hann,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Terry,  and  Mr.  W  idgery  ; 

itfeems  Mr.  Hann  gave  the  charge  from  2  Tim.  iv.  1,  2. 
and  that  Mr.  Jones  preached  to  the  people  from  Sol.  Song, 
viii.  12.  From  fome  of  Mr.  Day’s  MAS.  it  appears  that  he 
entered  on  the  paftoral  office  with  very  great  ferioufnefs  and 
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deliberation :  The  following  queftions  were  found  among 
his  papers,  viz. 

“  1.  What  is  my  call  to  this  great  work  ?  Is  it  the  call  of 
God  ?  I  have  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  church,  and  I  think 
I  find  in  my  own  heart  fome  willingnefs  to  engage  in  it, 

S(  2.  Vv  hat  are  my  qualifications  for  this  fervice?  Here  I  am 
furely  found  wanting  ;  I  truft  I  can  fay  I  have  a  work  of 
grace  begun  in  my  foul ;  the  Lord  has  {hewn  me  the  way  of 
falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  enabled  me  to  approve  of  it 
for  myfelt  5  but  I  know,  that  every  good  man  is  not  fit  for 
the  minifterial  or  paftoral  work  5  therefore,  I  would  alk,  what 
are^  my  minifterial  abilities  ?  have  I  fufficient  knowledge  of 
divine  things  ?  This  I  want,  alas  !  I  am  but  a  babe  in  under- 
ftanding  !  I  know  very  little  of  the  things  of  God  ;  but,  Lord, 
I  believe  thou  canft  teach  me  ;  I  beg  that  what  I  am  ignorant 
of  thou  would  ft  teach  me  ;  I  know  I  want  much  prudence 
and  difcretion,  and  much  holy  boldnefs  in  the  caufe  of  God 
and  religion  *,  and  I  find  too  little  of  thofe  excellent  endow¬ 
ments  ;  but  I  would  look  to  Thee,  the  great  fountain,  for  all 
that  I  need. 

“  3»  What  are  the  principles  from  which  I  a&  ?  do  I  en¬ 
gage  in  this  work  from  a  principle  of  love  to  God,  and  obedi- 
ence  to  his  will  ?  This  l  truft  I  can  fay  I  defire  to  do  ;  and 
another  principle  fiom  which  I  defire  to  a<T,  i$  the  love 
I  have  to  precious  fouls  ;  O  that  I  could  love  them 
more ! 

“  4.  What  are  the  ends  I  propofe  to  myfelf  ?  Lord,  make 
me  what  I  ought  tp  be.  I  truft  I  defire  to  aim  at  the  glory  of 
God  as  my  great  end ;  and  O  help  me  always  to  keep  this  in 
my  view:  in  order  to  this,  I  would  aim  in  all  my  mini¬ 
fterial  work  at  the  good  of  fouls,  for  I  am  pcrfuaded  thefe 
are  conne&ed  together. 

“  5-  What  do  I  now  refolve  on  refpe&ing  this  work?  I  truft 
I  refolve  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  it,  contending  earneftly 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints ;  I  would  give  my¬ 
felf  wholly  to  it,  and  be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon, 
laying  hold  of  every  opportunity  to  do  good  to  fouls  5  and  all 
this  I  would  do,  humbly  depending  on  the  aid  of  Divine 
Grace  ;  without  which  I  know  I  can  do  nothing.” 

Mr.  Day  did  not  aim  at  mere  popularity  5  yet  the  abilities 
and  grace  oeftowed  upon  him,  which  were  confpicuous  to 
all  but  liimfelf,  could  not  but  render  him  popular  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  fecure  the  veneration  of  the  truly  judicious 
and  pious,  in  his  own  church  and  in  furrounding  congrega¬ 
tions.. 
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tions  *.  His  other  various  excellencies  were  adorned  with  a 
meek  and  humble  fpirit.  A  favor  of  divine  things  was  very 
manifeft  jn  his  life  and  converfation  5  out  of  the  abundance 
of  his  heart  his  tongue  was  ready  to  fpeak  of  God.  y 

In  the  year  1752,  the  church  in  Prefcot  Street,  Goodman  s 
Fields,  London,  being  in  a  widowed  condition,  had  their 
eyes  upon  him.  Mr.  Aaron  Ward,  Bookieller,  and  Mr. 
Frederick  Bull,  afterwards  Lord  Mayor  oi  London,  yiiited 
him  on  this  bufinefs,  and  ufed  numerous  intreaties  t  with 
him  to  remove,  but  all  in  vain.  The  Lord  of  the  Harveit  had 
ordained,  that  the  people  who  had  enjoyed  the  firft  of  his 
labors  Ibould  be  favoured  with  them  to  the  laft  ;  and  they 
were  crowned  with  abundant  fucceis.  It  pleafed  God  to 
try  Mr.  Day  almoft  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life 
with  very  fore  affli&ions,  either  perfonal  or  relative,  fo  that, 
Mrs.  Day’s  conftant  illnefs  included,  he  could  truly  fay,  that 
himfelf  and  family  together,  had  fc  a  reel  y  enjoyed  one  days 
health  for  more  than  thirty  years ?  He  was  very  fubjeft  to  an 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  had  feveTal  times  a  nervous 
fever:  The  molt  alarming  illnefs  he  ever  had,  feized  him  on 
November  14,  1761  \  the  phyfleian  faid  it  was  occafioned  by 
his  abundant  preaching  The  diforder  was  complicated  ; 
an  inflamatipn  of  the  lungs — a  nervous  fever — and  a  univer- 
fal  convulfion,  with  a  total  lofs  of  his  reafon,  for  twenty. 


♦  The  churches  at  Exon,  Prefeott,  Bampton,  and  Tiverton,  not  to 
mention  others,  will  long  remember,  with  gratitude,  his  advice  andaffif* 
tance.  When  neceffary,  he  preached,  and  adminiltered  both  of  the  or¬ 
dinances  to  them.  He  appeared  among  them,  to  ufe  one  of  hit?  own  ex- 
preflions,  “  with  a  facred  fhine  upon  his  countenance  j”  we  faw  his 
face  as  an  angel  of  God.  \Vhilc  ihe  church  at  Tiverton  was  deltitute 
©f  a paftor  he  adminiftred  the  oidmance  of  Baptifm  to  me,  and  (even 
other  young  perfons;  as  well  as  the  Lord’s  lupper  on  the  following 
Lord’s  day,  and  frequently  afterwards.  _  Editor. 

■f  Part  of  their  converfation  was  with  Mr.  Day  in  his  garden,  near 
a  m?lt  houfe,  where  one  Joi'eph  Chorley  overheard  them  faying  that  his 
removal  was  a  piece  of  juftice  w  iich  he  owed  to  his  family;  that  he 
could  be  much  better  provided  for,  fee.  Joe  lifterjed  till  his  patience 
was  tired,  and,  at  laft,  greatly  agitated,  ran  our  to  procure  lome  of  the 
friends  to  gadireftly,  and  remonfirate  wjth  thefe  grangers  ;  but  before  he 
could  get  any  body,  he  faw  that  their  horfes  were  led  out,  and  that  they 
were  ready  to  mount  ;  now  or  never  was  his  motto,  and  ip  the  pleni¬ 
tude  of  his  zeal,  Joe  laid  hold  of  the  horfes,  one  in  one  hand,  and  the 
other  in  the  other,  and  told  the  gentlemen  that  they  were  afting  very 
much  out  of  chara&er  to  come  and  tempt  thefe  minifter;  that  ihe  fouls 
of  the  poor  were  of  as  much  value  as  thofe  of  the  rich,  and  That  THE 
ROBBERS  OF  CHURCHES  WERE  THE  WORST  OF  ROBBERS  1 

J*  4  ine 
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nine  or  thirty  days.  He  now  lay  fpeechlefs  and  motionlefs 
for  many  hours,  and  had  the  appearance  of  a  dead  corpfej 
neither  did  his  family  know  but  he  was  quite  gone  ;  however 
in  the  mount  of  ftraights,  the  Lord  appeared,  and  anfwered 
the  fervent  prayers  which  his  own  church,  and  which-  the 
Weftern  churches  in  general  without  ceafing  put  up  for  the 
reftoration  of  his  valuable  life  ;  fucceeding  in  almoft  a  mira¬ 
culous  manner  the  fkilful  endeavours  of  his  medical  friends. 
He  was  confined  by  this  illnefs  ten  weeks,  but  in  the  follow-, 
ing  April  he  was  fo  well  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  baptize 
five  perfons,  one  of  whom  was  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stradiing. 

But  though  he  had  his  trials,  they  were  confiderably  allevi¬ 
ated  by  the  dutiful  attentions  of  his  daughter-in-law,  Mifs 
Elizabeth  Lippincott,  the  conversion  of  mod  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours. 

The  greateft  additions  to  his  church  were  25  perfons  in  the 
firftyearof  his  being  with  the  church,  and  25  in  the  year  1  774. 
He  had  the  happinefs  of  fending  five  perfons  #  into  the  minis¬ 
try  ;  two  of  them  Survive  their  paftor  ;  four  of  the  five  were 
ftudents  at  Briftol,  and  all  of  them,  through  divine  grace,  are 
an  honour  to  his  memory. 

To  Mr.  Day’s  other  excellencies  as  a  minifter,  it  may  be 

*  i.  Mr.  Thomas  Pyne  $  he  was  originally  one  of  the  peoplebe- 
longingto  the  Reverend  Mr.  Darracott,  an  excellent  minilterof  the 
Prefbyterian  denomination  at  Wellington ;  but  hearing  Mr.  Darracott 
preach  a  fermon  on  Infant  Baptifm,  he  and  three  others  were  convincedof 
the  propriety  of  the  oppofite  practice.  Mr.  P.  was  a  man  of  a  very  fweet 
temper,  and  exemplary  in  his  whole  deportment.  The  Church  bdok 
does  not  fay  when  he  was  called  to  the  miniftry.  He  preached  occafi- 
onally  at  Stogumber,  Milverton,  Uffculm,  &c.  died  at  Wellington  in 
the  year  1769,  and  was  buried  in  the  meeting-houfe  yard.  Mr.  Day 
.preached  his  funeral  fermon  from  1  Pet.  ii.  7.  He  left  behind  him  a 
■numerous  family  j  his  widow  ydt  furvives  $  her  chief  fupport  confifts  of 
eight  guineas  a  year,  a  donation  from  the  widows’  fund  in  London. 

2.  Mr.  John  Kingdom,  now  paftor  of  one  of  the  Baptift  Churches 
stFroome,  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  about  Auguft  1758. 

3.  Mp..  James  Pyne,  a  lbn  of  the  above  named  Mr.  Thomas  Pyne, 
lent  into  the  miniftry  in  October  1 760,  was  paftor  of  the  church  at 
Lyme  fome  years  5  then  of  the  church  at  the  Devizes,  where  he  died  in 
177°. 

4.  Mr.  Isaac  Stradling  was  called  to  the  facred  work  in 
Oftober  1767.  He  is  now  paftor  of  the  church  at  Lymington. 

5.  Mr.  John  Norman  was  called  to  the  work  in  February  1777  ;  he 
was  for  fome  time  affiftant  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Turner  of  Abingdon, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gibbs  of  Plymouth  ;  here  he  died, 
and  was  Varied  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1782.  Mr.  Gibbs  preached 
his  funeral  fermon. 

The  laft  four  of  thefe  five  minifters  were  ftudents  at  Briftol. 


proper 
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proper  to  add,  his  great  felicity  in  fuiting  his  fubjeas  to  part 
ticular  feafons  ;  he  duly  noticed  the  occurrences  in  nature, 
providence,  and  grace  :  being  fearful  of  leading  his  people 
into  a  dull  formality  by  famenefs,  he  diligently  ftudied  variety. 
The  Lord  crowned  his  labours  with  fo  much  fuccels,  that  m 
the  year  1765  it  was  found  necefiary  to  enlarge  the  meeting- 
houi'e  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  congregation  met  for  divine 

fervice  in  a  malt  houfe  near  Mr.  Day’s  dwelling;  the  firft 

text  he  preached  from,  in  this  place,  was  Mai.  1.  1  i  ;  and  on 
quitting  it,  his  laft  text  was  Exodus  xxxm.  17*  The  Lord  s  day 
after  his  foil  William,  and  daughter  Anna  ^  (now  M  ^  ®  ^  > 

of  Wellington)  were  baptized,  he  preached  on  Exod.  xiv.  15. 
On  his  return  from  a  long  journey  of  fix  weeks  in  the 
year  1782  (the  longeil  time  he  was  ever  abfent  from  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  whole  courfe  ol  his  miniftry),  he  preached  from 
Rom.  i.  1 1.  and  on  January  2d  1791,  the  very  day  45  years 
he  came  to  fettle  in  Wellington,  his  text  was  Adts  xxvi.  22. 

He  was  very  regular  in  his  Itudies,  and  always  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  have  one  or  more  ot  his  texts  for  the  coming  Loids 
day  by  Wednefday  morning. 

He  ufed  frequently  in  his  fermons  to  fay  to  his  hearers, 
«  Be  much  with  God  in  fecret;  They  that  would  live  much  to 
God,  muft  live  much  upon  God  ;  Never  go  to  the  edge  of 
a  temptation;  The  fervants  of  God  are  his  children,  and  chil¬ 
dren  are  the  bed  of  fervants.  Mai.  iii.  17.  The  duty  of  watch- 
fulnefs  is  never  out  of  feafon  ;  Backfliding  begins  at  the  clofet 
door;  Never  do  evil  that  good  may  come.”  At  the  clofe  of  his 
fermon  he  would  often  fay,  “  My  great  aim  is  to  bring  the 
fubjedt  home  to  your  hearts.”  And  when  fpeaking  of  his  fer- 
*  vices,  he  generally  called  them  his  “  poor  labours.”  Six  weeks 
before  his° death  he  attended  the  funeral  of  the  Reverend  and 
aged  Mr.  Adams,  at  Hatch,  who  left  a  requeft  that.  Mr.  Day 
would  preach  his  funeral  fermon  from  Plannxxvi.  8,  being 
Dr.  Evans’s  text  at  the  opening  the  new  meeting  houfe  in  1 784. 
The  neighbouring  minifters  attended,  and  lome  of  tnem  par¬ 
ticularly  noticed  the  very  great  folemnity  of  Mr.  Day’s  addrefs 
in  his  fermon  :  they  fay  u  he  preached  as  though  he  knew  he 
was  nevermore  to  meetthemonearthd’Mr.  Day  was  eminently 
a  clofe  walker  with  God,  and  for  many  of  his  laft  years  en¬ 
joyed  uninterrupted  aflurance  and  confidence  in  the  God  ol 
his  Salvation.  As  he  grew  in  years  he  increafed  in  that  excel¬ 
lent  grace  Humility  ;  one  evidence  of  which,  amongft  many, 
appears  from  what  he  faid  he  fliould  like  in  his  epitaph, if  there 
were  any  one  to  his  memory  :  “  In  memory  of  Robert  Day,  a 
poor  fi  nner,  but  who  through  the  riches  of  Discrimi  nati  x  g 
Grace  hoped  he  was  a  real  Chriftian,  and  aimed  at  being 
o  a  faithful 
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a  faithful  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift.”  He  often  faid,  that  If 
he  were  permitted  to  with  for  any  thing  in  particular,  it 
Should  be  this,  “that  he  might  not  outlive  his  ufefulnefs;”  and 
his  wifh  was  gratified.  He  was  remarkably  lively  the  lafl 
Lord's  day  of  his  life,  and  preached  with  amazing  vigour 
irom  Ephefians  i.  13.  “In  whom  ye  alfo  tufted  after 
that  ye  heard  the  word  of  truth,  the  gofpel  of  your  falva- 
tion.”  He  wonderfully  held  forth  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift  as 
the  objetft  of  truft,  and  particularly  exhorted  his  people  to 
truft  in  him  for  ftrength  to  bear  as  well  as  do  the  will  of  God, 
On  Monday,  March  26th,  he  was  as  well  as  ufual,  till  the 
evening  when,  on  a  fudden,  he  was  feized  in  the  ftreet  with 
a  pain  at  his  heart,  which  the  phyfician  faid  was  the  ftroke  of 
death.  In  one  night  he  was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  helplefs- 
nefs  ;  but  through  the  few  days  of  his  illnefs  he  expreffed  a 
remarkable  ferenity  of  foul,  and  fteady  fixednefs  on  God  ; 
he  mentioned  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xcvii.  1. 
“  The  Lord  reigneth,”  as  having  often  been,  and  now  being, 
the  fupport  and  comfort  of  his  foul,  and  faid  “  That  all  was 
bright  and  clear  within.”  In  this  frame  of  mind,  with  in- 
creafing  weaknefs  of  body,  he  continued  languifhing  till  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  April  the  lft,  1791,  when  he  fweetly  fell 
a-fteep  in  the  arms  of  Jefus.  He  had  entered  on  the  71ft 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  the  firft  paftor  of  the  church  over 
which  he  prefided.  His  office  he  pioufly,  faithfully,  and 
iuccefsfully  difeharged  near  45  years,  all  which  time  he  was 
honoured,  though  a  prophet,  in  his  own  country  ;  and  his 
memory  will  be  for  ever  dear  to  all  that  knew  him. 

On  Saturday  April  the  9th,  his  body  was  interred  near  the 
veftry  door  in  the  burying  ground  belonging  to  his  meeting- 
houfe  ;  the  Reverend  William  Clarke,  M.  A.  formerly  of 
Unicorn  Yard,  London,  now  paftor  of  the  church,  at  Exon, 
addrefied  an  amazing  concourfe  of  people  at  the  grave,  and 
the  next  day  preached  the  funeral  fermon  on  Gen.  v.  24. 
“  And  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not,  for  God 
took  him.  The  very  palftage,  though  at  that  time  unknown 
to  the  preacher,  on  which  Mr.  Day  delivered  his  firft  dif- 
courfe  to  the  people  at  Wellington,  after  he  became  a 
ftudent  at  Briftol. 

He  attended  the  Baptift  Weftern  Alfociation  annually 
for  forty  or  forty-one  years,  being  abfent  but  once  in  that 
time  :  He  preached  at  thirteen  of  thefe  meetings,  in  the 
principal  fervices,  and  five  times  either  before  or  after  them  ; 
proof  enough  that  his  pulpit  exercifes  were  greatly  efteemed 
in  all  the  churches  of  this  connection. 

Mr.  Day  never  printed  any  thing  (Alfociation  letters  ex- 
1  cepted) 
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ccpted)  but  one  fermon,  preached  before  the  Briftol  Educa¬ 
tion  Society  in  the  year  17791  on  2  Tim.  ii.  6. 

He  was  rather  above  a  middling  ftature,  thin,  with  fome- 
what  of  a  bloom  on  his  cheeks,  his  countenance  commanding 
refpeft.  One  who  knew  him  well,  fays,  “  His  natural 
temper  was  remarkably  fweet  and  obliging,  and,  I  think 
he  has  left  but  very  few,  if  any,  equals  behind  him  for 
piety,  kindnefs,  and  humility 

The  following  account  of  him  appeared  in  the  Slier- 
born  paper  of  April  11,  1791,  faid  to  be  drawn  up  by  the 

Reverend  Mr.  N - ,  an  evangelical  minifter  of  the  Ef- 

tablilhed  Church  at  Wellington. 

“  Friday  fe’nnight  died  in  an  advanced  age,  generally 
lamented  by  all  his  friends,  the  Reverend  Robert  Day, 
many  years  minifter  of  a  Baptift  Congregation  at  Wel¬ 
lington — a  man  whofe  genteel  manners  and  amiable  dif- 
po.fition  could  only  be  exceeded  by  his  uniform  and  unaffected 
piety.  He  was  equally  revered  by  every  Chriftian  denomina¬ 
tion*,  and  all  who  knew  him  were  proud  of  his  acquaintance  : 
He  was  a  man  whom  Envy’s  keeneft  fhaft  could  never  wound.” 

There  is  no  tomb  ereCted  over  Mr.  Day’s  grave,  but 
the  following  infcription  is  engraved  on  a  marble  erected 
in  the  meeting-houfe,  near  the  middle  of  that  wall  which 
is  next  to  the  ftreet,  about  thirtyrfive  feet  from  the  vef- 
try.  The  marble  is  a  fquare  black  ground,  with  a  white 
jpval  fwell  in  the  middle. 

In 

Memory  of 

The  Rev.  Robert  Day, 

Who  eminently  {hone  as  an 
Humble  Chriftian 
And  faithful  Minifter  of 
JESUS  CHRIST: 

Which  he  afcribed  to 
Discriminating  Grace. 

He  was  the  firft  paftor  of  this 
CHURCH: 

Which  office  he  pioully  difcharged 
Upwards  of  forty-four  years. 

He  died  the  ift  day  of  April, 

179!, 

Aged  70. 

*  Mr.  Kingdon  alfo  adds,  “  He  was  acceptable  and  ufeful  beyond  mod 
of  bis  cotemporaries,  as  his  frequent  calls  to  preach  on  public  occasions 
prove.  Some  of  his  occalional  i'ermons  in  my  place,  have  been  wonder¬ 
fully  owned  of  God,  and  I  have  myfelf  great  reafon  to  blefsthe  Lord  for 
my  long  and  intimate  connection  with  him.” 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas  Brown,  Esq^  '  ■;  ■» 

Of  Providence ,  Rhode  Island. 

t  ON  Lord’s  Day,  May  2 9,  1791,  about  noon,  departed  this 
life,  Nicholas  Brown,  Efq.  in  the  62 d  year  of  his  age. 

Of  late  years  he  had  laboured  under  many  infirmities, 
but  without  being  confined  to  his  chamber  till  the  laft 
winter.  He  had  fo  far  recovered  his  flrength  as  to  take  the 
air  in  pleafant  weather,  and  had  been  out  three  or  four  miles 
that  morning,  after  which  the  hand  of  death,  by  a  fudden 
and  gentle  ilroke,  relieved  him  from  the  cares  of  this  mortal 
life. 

From  his  early  youth  he  had  been  exercifed  in  mercantile 
bufinefs,  and  thereby  acquired  a  very  ample  fortune  ;  but  his 
fuccefs  in  trade  was  not  more  remarkable  than  his  diligence, 
regularity  and  punctuality. 

His  genius  was  too  copious  and  enterprizing  to  be  en°rof- 
fed  by  one  object.  The  interefts  of  government,  learning 
nnd  religion,  efpecially  the  latter  lay  near  his  heart.  He 
loved  his  country,  he  rejoiced  in  her  freedom,  he  exulted  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  her  government. — The  public  buildings 
in  the  towm  of  Providence ,  facred  to  religion  and  fcience,  are 
monuments  of  his  liberality.  His  purfe  was  open  at  every 
call  of  virtue  and  learning,  without  regard  to  fe<ff  or  party. 

Fie  was  an  early,  perfevering  and  zealous  patron  of  the 
College,  and  a  moll  exemplary  member  of  the  Baptift  Soci¬ 
ety.  ^  The  language  of  his  conduct  was,  like  that  of  the 
Patriarch  of  old,— jor  me3  and  my  houfe3  we  will  ferve  the 
Lord ! — His  religious  zeal  was  the  effect  of  a  rational  con- 
vision  of  the  great  truths  of  the  Chriftian  revelation; 
truths  which  had  been  his  ftudy  for  many  years,  and  in 
which  his  knowledge  was  deep  and  extenfive.  His  aweful 
reverence  for  the  Deity  impreffed  every  one  who  heard  him 
fpeak,  or  faw  him  write,  the  facred  name  of  the  Great  Crea¬ 
tor  and  Governor  of  the  World.  It  was  his  cuftom,  and  he 
often  defired  others,  to  write  it  in  capitals. 

Fie  was,  from  fentiment,  a  lover  of  all  mankind — efpe¬ 
cially  of  good  men.  He  was  not  afhamed  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chr ilt ;  but  deemed  it  an  honour  to  be  reckoned  among,  or 
to  drew  hofpitality  to,  the  pooreft  of  His  difciples. 

His  manners  were  plain  and  fincere.  He  was  a  faithful 
friend,  and  a  good  companion.  Flis  general  knowledge  of 
tne  world,  of  books  and  of  men,  as  wreli  as  of  bufinefs,  and 
the  fruiti ulnefs  of  his  invention,  furnifhed  him  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  with  inexhaustible  funds  of  entertaining  convcrfation. 

'He 
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He  eftimated  worldly  objedls  too  wifely  to  be  fond  of 
office,  popularity,  or  the  pageantry  of  riches  :  He  ufed, 
however,  to  take  no  lefs  pains  to  advance  good  men  to  pub¬ 
lic  offices,  than  to  avoid  them  himfelf — and  always  threw  the 
weight  of  his  influence  into  the  fcale  of  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  ;  and  as  in  his  life  he  was  univerfally  efteemed,  fo  at  his 
death  he  was  univerfally  lamented. 

In  him' the  public  have  loft  a  good  citizen,  and  a  defender 
of  the  rights  of  men — the  College,  a  Maecenas — the  religious 
Society  to  which  he  belonged,  an  ornamental  and  main  pil¬ 
lar _ the  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  a  faithful  counfellor  and 

friend: — His  family  have  loft' -  - — j  but  their 

lofs  is  not  to  be  exprefled — his  difconfolate  widow  and  weep- 
in^  children — his  aged  mother — his  brothers,  and  his  lonely 
filler,  bell  know  the  virtues  of  his  private  life — virtues  that 
will  endear  his  memory  to  them,  while  the  power  of  me¬ 
mory  lafts. 

On  Tuefday  his  remains,  after  having  been  carried  to  the 
Baptift  meeting-houfe  (where  a  fermon  was  preached  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Stillman,  of  Bofton)  were  decently  interred  in 
the  north  burying-place  Providence  town,  attended  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  train  of  weeping  relatives  and  friends,  afiembled  to 
give  him  the  laft  proof  of  their  affectionate  attachment. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  year  1783,  nine  perfons 
have  been  buried  out  of  this  family  :  Mr.  Brown  has  now 
followed  a  former  wife,  fix  children,  and  a  fervant  to  the 
grave.  Moses  Brown,  one  of  the  fix,  aged  16,  who  died 
the  28th  of  February  laft,  had  juft  ftniftied  his  education  at 
College,  and  gave  every  mark  of  an  uncommon  genius. 
His  friends  were  flattered,  and  his  profpedls  pleaflng  :  but 
death  has  nipped  this  beauteous  flower  in  the  Dud. 

To  this  melancholy  catalogue  mull  be  added  Joseph 
Brown,  Efq.  Profeflbr  of  Experimental  Phiiofophy  in 
Rhode  Ifland  College,  the  amiable  and  pious  brother  of  the 
lately  departed  Nicholas  Brown,  Etq.  Joseph  died  De¬ 
cember  1785,  to  the  unipeakable  grief  of  his  tamiiy  and  ac¬ 
quaintance.  “  Not  loft,  but  gone  before,”  is  a  fentimeut  full 
of  confolation  to  mourners,  as  it  refpedls  believers. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Dore. 

Mr.  Willia  m  Dore,  late  pallor  of  the  Baptift  Church 
at  Cirencelter,  and  brother  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  James 
Dore,  pallor  of  the  church  in  the  Maze  Pond,  Southwark, 
departed  this  life  July  the  3d,  1791,  and  lies  interred  in  the 
meedng  houfe  under  the  pulpit. 
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YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  LETTER  *, 
ON  CHRISTIAN  BENEVOLENCE. 


THE  Differing  Minifters  of  the  Baptift  Denomination, 
being  met  in  Aifociation,  at  Salendine-Nook,  June 
and  1 6,  1791)  fend  their  Chriftian Salutation  to  the  feve- 
ral  Churches  with  which  they  are  connected. 

Meeting  at  Ackrington,  Bacup,  Barnoldfwick,  Blackburn 
CJough-Fold,  Coin,  Cowling-Hilly  Gilderfotne,  Halifax,  Hebden- 
Bridge,  The  Old  Chapel,  Leeds:  Manchejler ,  Prejlon,  Bowden* 
Rockdale ,  Salendine-Nook,  Sutton ,  and  Wainfgate. 

l 

Hear  Brethren, 

THE  candour  and  affeaion  with  which  you  have  hitherto 
received  our  annual  epiftles,have  given  us  great  pleafure;  and 
encouraged  us  to  hope  that  our  attempts  to  promote  your 
edification  and  comfort,  have  not  been  altogether  in  vain 
We  fhall  beg  leave,  this  year,  to  fet  before  you  the  nature  and 
importance  of  that  ardent  benevolence  to  our-feltow.*reatures 
that  univerfal  charity  and  good  will  to  men,  which  our  divine 
Mailer  fo  ftrongly  inculcates  on  his  difciples,  and  which  it  is 
the  grand  defign  of  the  gofpel  to  promote. 

If  we  obferve  the  focial  propenfitiet  of  mankind,  and  th& 
various  relations  and  dependencies  #hidi  fubfift  a'monff 
them ;  if  we  examine  the  nature  of  the  cowftitution  which 
God  has  given  us,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  fituation  in 
which  he  has  placed  us,  we  muflconfels  that  mutuiil  bc-n'evo^ 
lence  is  one  of  the  laws  of  our  nature.— And  that  lo*e  to  out 
brethren  is  ftrongly  recommended  in  the  Chriftian  fcripturts  • 
none  who  have  the  flighted:  acquaintance  with  the  New 
Teftament  will  deny.  Jefus  Chrift  has  taught  his  difciples 
to  confider  this  as  the  badge  of  their  profeffion,  the  tell  of 
their  difciplefhip.  “  This,  faith  he,  is  my  commandment 
that  ye  love  one  another,”  And  again,  “  By  this  fhall  all 
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jnen  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another.”  One  of  his  apoftles  has  aflured  us,  that,  “  Love 
is  of  God,  and  that  every  one  thatloveth  his  brethren,  is  born 
of  God  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  a  man  fay,  “  I  love 
God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar.  And  another  _ 
apoftle  has  told  us,  that  charity  is  the  end  of  the  command¬ 
ment,  the  bond  of  perfe&ion,  the  fulfilling  of  the  law*,  and 
that,  deftitute  of  charity,  not  the  eloquence  or  an  angel,  nor 
the  knowledge  of  an  inspired  prophet,  nor  the  faith  of  an 
apoftle,  nor  even  the  zeal  of  a  martyr  could  profit  us  any 
thing.  Such,  brethren,  are  the  terms  in  which  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  fpeak  of  love  to  our  fellow-creatures.  Such  are 
the  encomiums  on  charity  which  we  meet  with  in  the  New 
Te (lament.  And,  as  you  profefs  to  embrace  the  gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift  as  a  divine  revelation,  we  need  not  make  any 
apology  for  calling  your  attention  to  what  that  gofpel  repre- 
fents  as  an  effential  branch  of  the  Chriftian  temper,  as  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law  of  Chrfi.—We  cannot  pretend  to  do  jut- 
tice  to  fo  extenfive  and  important  a  fubjedf,  in  the  compafs 
of  a  fingle  letter.  We  can  only  juft  mention  feme  of  the 
principal  characters  of  Chriftian  benevolence,  and  remind 
you  of  the  obligations  you  arc  under  to  cultivate  it. 

'  The  benevolence  which  the  gofpel  inculcates,  is  an  affedion 
that  embraces  all  mankind.  The  enemies  of  Chriflianity  have 
indeed  charged  it  with  encouraging  a  partial,  contraded  af- 
feClion  \  but  no  charge  can  be  more  glaringly  unjuft.  It  is 
true,  Chriftians  are  exhorted  to  exercife  a  peculiar  benevo¬ 
lence  to  the  Houfehold  of  Faith,  But  are  they  not  taught,  m 
the  very  fame  verfe,  to  do  good  to  all  men  P  That  we  ought  to 
feel  the  ftrongeft  affeCHon  for  thofe  to  whom  we  aic  mo  ft, 
nearly  related,  is  one  of  the  plaineft  dictates  of  reafon.  Bui. 
is  that  diftinguilhing  attachment  we  feel  to  our  relations,  our 
neighbours,  and  our  friends,  unfavourable  to  a  principle  of 
univerfal  benevolence  ?  Quite  the  re  verfe.  We  never  ima¬ 
gine  that  a  perfon  who  is  infenfibie  to  the  obligations  of  coa- 
fanguinity  and  friendfhip,  can  feel  much  concern  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  happinefs  of  mankind.  It  is  in  the  afFeClionate  leia- 
live,  the  kind  neighbour,  the  faithful  friend,  the  generous 
patriot,  that  we  expeCt  to  find  the  noble  principles  Oi  an  uni¬ 
verfal  philanthropy.  The  man  who  is  moft  diligent  in  prac- 
tifing  the  more  private  charities  of  focial  life,  is  generally  the 
moft  zealous  in  promoting  the  public  good.  "I  he  cafe  is  juft 
the  fame  with  refpeCt  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  It  recom¬ 
mends,  and  is  calculated  to  infpire  a  peculiarly  affectionate 
attachment  to  thofe  who  are  our  brethren  in  Chrift.  It  teaches 
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its  difciples  that  they  are  all  fervants  of  the  fame  common 
Mailer,  children  of  the  fame  family,  and  even  members  one 
of  another.  And,  indeed,  if  we  examine  the  nature  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  we  fhal!  find  that  it  is  impoffible  for  a  perfon  to  be  a 
fincere  Chriftian  himfelf,  ana  not  feel  a  peculiar  attachment 
to  his  fellow  Chriflians.  Can  a  perfon  firmly  believe  the 
gofpel  to  be  a  divine  inflitution,  and  not  love  thofe  who  cor¬ 
dially  embrace  it,  and  make  it  the  rule  of  their  condudl  ? 
Can  we  revere  the  charadler  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  not 
efleem  thofe  who  imitate  his  perfections,  and  bear'his  image? 
Can  a  man  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  in Jlnccrity ,  and  not  feel 
a  diftinguifhing  regard  for  thofe  who  are  the  friends  of  Chrift, 
who  follow  his  example,  and  have  imbibed  his  fpirit  ?  No, 
it  is  impokible.  If  we  love  God,  we  fhall  love  the  children 
of  God,  and  efleem  them  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  If  Chrift 
bv  precious  to  us,  as  he  is  to  them  that  believe,  his  difciples 
and  fi lends  will  be  dear  to  us  alfo.  That  peculiar  regard, 
however, which  the  Chriftian  feels  for  his  fellow  Chriflians,  is 
perfectly  confiflent  with  the  moft  general  and  comprehend ve 
love  to  our  tel  low  creatures.  The  gofpel  is  fo  far  from  teach¬ 
ing  us  to  confine  our  benevolence  to  our  fellow  Chriflians, 
that  it  requires  us  to  confider  all  mankind  as  our  brethren  • 
and,  as  we  have  opportunity,  to  be  ever  ready  to  do  them 
good.  It  teaches  us  to  love  our  very  enemies ;  and  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  benevolence  of  tne  Supreme  Being,  who  is  good  unto 
ail,  even  to  tne  unthankful  and  the  evil  j  and  caufeth  his 
lain  to  descend,  and  his  fun  to  flnne  on  the  juft  and  the 
unjuft.  Thofe  to  whom  we  Hand  in  the  nearefl  relation 
have  undoubtedly  the  firft  and  flrongeft  claim  to  our  bene¬ 
volence.  But  we  are  not  to  confine  our  charities  within  the 
cmilradled  cncle  of  our  own  particular  relatives  and  friends* 
We  are  taught  to  love  the  whole  race  of  mankind,,  and  to 
embiace  evciy  oppoiLiinity  of  doing  good  to  all  who  come 
v,  1  thin  our  fphere  of  action*  Like  the  fun,  which,  though 
it  neceflarily  communicates  the  greatefl  degree  of  light  and 
heat  to  thofe  bodies  that  are  near  it,  fends  forth  its  beams  ia 
every  direction,  anci  extends  its  influence  to  the  remoteft  part 
of  the  fyftem.  The  Chriftian  who  has  imbibed  the  fpirit,' 
and  is  governed  by  the  principles  of  his  religion,  feels  an  af¬ 
fect  innate  legard  for  his  fellow  men,  of  every  complexion 
arm  of  every  clime.  He  believes  that  God  has  made  of  o?ie  blood 
all  nations  of  men  ;  and  in  man,  even  in  the  ignorant  Gentoo, 
or  the  fable  African,  he  can  recognize  a  brother. 

iiod  here,  we  cannot  but  lament  that  any  who  call  them- 
feives  Garibians,  fliould  io  far  forget  the  principles  of  their 
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religion,  as  to  ftand  forth  the  defenders  and  patrons  of  the 
moft  horrid  and  diabolical  praftice  that  ever  difgraced  the 
conduft  of  mankind.  We  need  not  tell  you  that  we  mean 
the  SLAVE  TRADE.  Good  God  !  rnuft  a  praftice  fo  ab¬ 
horrent  to  all  the  principles  of  humanity  and  juftice,  ft  ill  be 
{imported  by  the  laws  of  a  Chrijtian  country  P  Is  it  pcffible, 
in  this  enlightened  age,  to  find  a  large  majority  in  a  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  can  difgrace  themfelves  and  tneir 
country  by  voting  againft  the  abolition  of  this  inhuman  ^traf¬ 
fic,  and  pleading  for  its  continuance  ?  a  Tell  it  not  ill  Gath, 
publifh  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  Afkelon,  left  the  enemies  of 
our  country,  and  our  religion  {hould  triumph  ! ’  Let  us  hope, 
however,  that  the  period  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  Slave 
Trade  {hall  no  longer  diflionour  the  Britifh  name*  Blefled 
be  God,  there  are  in  this  kingdom,  many  noble  fouls,  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament,  who  feel  for  the  mifenes  of  the  poor 
degraded  Negroes,  and  have  generoufly  pledged  themfelves 
never  to  defert  their  caufe.  Ye  friends  of  humanity,  Heaven 
will  reward  your  difinterefted  benevolence,  and  mtuie  ages 
will  admire  and  applaud  your  conduit  May  your  humane 
and  generous  efforts  in  favour  of  the  moft  wretched  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  foon  be  crowned  with  fuccefs. — But  to 

Chriftian  benevolence  will  lead  us  to  fympathize  with  our 
fellow-creatures,  both  in  their  bufferings,  and  their  enjoy¬ 
ments;  to  compaffionate  their  miferies,  and  to  rejoice  in  their 
happinefs.  It  will  give  us  the  notion  of  a  common  intereft, 
and  teach  us  to  u  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and 
weep  with  them  that  weep.”  "W  hile  the  uncharitable  rpan 
Yits  contta&ed  within  himfelf,  and  is  incapable  of  feeling 
the  diftreffes,  or  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  others,  a  benevo¬ 
lent  man  will,  as  it  were,  fubftitute  his  fellow-creatures  for 
himfelf,  and  confider  their  joys,  and  their  forrows  as  his  own. 
He  will  vifit  the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widows  in  their  afflic¬ 
tion,  mingle  his  tears  with  thofe  of  the  wretched,  ana, 
by  an  affectionate  fympathy,  alleviate  the  furFe  rings  he  can¬ 
not  remove.  n 

And,  if  we  fmcerely  pity  our  affliCted  brethren,  we  {hall 

be  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  relieve,  or  miti¬ 
gate  their  fufferings.  That  love  to  mankind  which  the  gof- 
pel  requires,  will  not  fail  to  diicover  ltleff  by  aCts  of  benefi¬ 
cence  and  compaffion.  Indeed,  no  part  of  our  duty  is  more 
ftrongly  recommended  in  the  New  Teftament,  than  liberality 
and  kindnefs  to  the  poor.  Jefus  Chrift  commands  his  dif- 

ciples  to  give  alms  of  fuch  things  as  they  have  ;  and  the 
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apoftle  exhorts  us  not  to  forget  to  do  good ,  mid  to  communicate , 
and  allures  us  that  with  fuch  facrifices  Cod  is  well  pleafed. 
And  we  have  divine  authority  for  averting,  that  a  man  who 
hath  this  world’s  goods,  and  teeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
Ihutteth  up  his  bowels  of  companion,  cannot  be  a  difciple  of 
the  benevolent  Jefus.  It  is  pofiible  indeed  for  a  perfon  who 
is  defiitute  of  the  genuine  ipirit  of  Chrillian  charity,  to  af¬ 
lame  airs  of  generofity,  and  make  a  glittering  drew  of  pity 
and  kindnefs  to  the  poor  j  but  a  man  who  is  infenfible  to 
the  complaints  of  the  wretched,  and  can  behold  their  buffer¬ 
ings  without  endeavouring  to  remove  them,  muf  be  a  total 
ltranger  to  this  divine  virtue.  Chrillian  benevolence  will  al¬ 
ways  be  productive  of  actual  beneficence  *,  and  the  man  that 
is  under  its  influence,  will  rejoice  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
ltretch  forth  the  hand  of  mercy  to  dillrefs,  to  deal  out  bread 
to  the  hungry,  to  cover  the  naked  with  a  garment,  to  be  a 
father  to  the  fathcrlefs,  and,  by  fupplying  her  wants,  to  caufe 
the  indigent  widow’s  heart  to  ling  for  joy. 

Candour  is  another  important  branch  of  Chrillian  charity. 
The  apoflle  tells  us  that  Charity  thinketh  no  evil,  but  be- 
lieveth  all  things,  and  hopeth  all  things.”  It  forms  the  molt 
candid  opinion  of  the  characters,  and  puts  the  moil  favoura¬ 
ble  conllrudion  on  the  adlions  of  men,  that  circumftances 


will  allow  5  and  when  it  cannot  approve  of  their  conduct,  it 
will  not  prefume  to  judge  thole  fecret  principles  of  their 
actions,  which  can  be  fully  known  to  none  but  God.  Its 
c (in fares  will  be  tempered  with  candour,  and  its  reproofs  with 
tendernefs.  In  Head  of  wifhing  to  expofe  the  imperfedtions 
of  a  brother,  it  endeavours  to  conceal  them,  and,  in  this 
feme,  64  covereth  a  multitude  of  fins.” 


There  is  nothing,  brethren,  which  is  more  inconfiftent  with 
this  celeftial  virtue,  and  we  may  add,  nothing  more  injurious 
to  the  Chrillian  interefl.  than  Relic-ions  Bi?otr\\  And  we 

7  O  O  J 

are  in  the  greater  danger  from  this  enemy  of  all  goodnefs, 
becaufe  it  fo  frequently  appears  under  tire  difguife  of  a  zeal 
foe  the  truth.  It  not  only  hardens  the  heart,  but  it  perverts 
the  confluence  5  and,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  it  has  fre¬ 
quently  made  even  profefling  Chriftians  think  they  have  been 
doing  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  when  they  have  been  per¬ 
secuting  and-  deftroying  their  fellow-creatures,  and  perpetrat¬ 
ing  a£ls  of  cruelty,  the  very  mention  of  which  would  make 
humanity  fhudder.  Alas  !  what  incredible  mifehief  have 
bigotry  and  a  furious  party-zeal  done  in  the  Church  of 
Chrifl  I  What  dreadful  difgrace  have  they  brought  upon  that 
worthy  Name  by  which  we  are  called  !  And  what  a  pity  is  it, 
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that  fo  much  of  a  narrow,  bigotted  fpirit  fhould  ftill  difcover 
itfelf  among  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity  !  That  Chriftians 
fhould  differ  in  their  fentiments  refpeXing  feme  of  the  fpe- 
culative  doXrines  of  theology,  and  fome  of  the  external 
modes  of  religious  worfhip,  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at  ; 
but  that  they  fhould  be  fo  ready  to  cenfure  and  condemn  one 
another  on  this  account,  is  truly  aftonifhing.  There  is  fuch 
a  difference  in  the  capacities,  the  educations,  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  connexions  of  men,  that  it  would  be  unreason¬ 
able  to  expeX,  that  their  religious  opinions  fhould  be  exaXly 
alike.  And  it  is  evident,  that  when  the  apoftle  exhorts  us  to 
be  u  of  the  fame  mind,  and  the  fame  judgment,”  he  does 
not  fo  much  intend  an  unity  of  opinion ,  as  an  unity  of  affe'Bion. 
A  candid  Chriffian  will,  indeed,  endeavour  to  think,  and. 
judge  for  hi mfelf  \  nor  will  he  be  afhamed  to  profefs,  and, 
in  a  fpirit  of  love  and  meeknefs,  contend  earneftly  for  what 
he  believes  to  be  the  truth ;  but  he  will  not  rafhly  pour  out 
his  anathemas  againft  thofe  whofe  fentiments  do  not  exaXly 
correfpond  with  his  own,  nor  charge  them  with  thofe  confe- 
quences  of  their  opinions  which  they  difown  and  condemn. 
He  will  not  confine  his  affections  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  a  party.  Religion  has  made  him  feel  a  generous  expan- 
fion  of  foul,  given  a  liberality  to  his  fentiments,  and  taught 
him  to  believe,  that  ec  in  every  nation,”  and  in  every  commu¬ 
nity,  uhe  that  fearethGod,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  ac¬ 
cepted  of  him.”  He  feels  an  affeXionate  regard  for  ali  good 
men,  by  whatever  denomination  they  may  be  diftinguifhed  5 
and  can  fay  with  Paul,  “  Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fmcerity.”  If,  brethen,  you  would 
not  bring  a  difhonour  on  the  Chriffian  profeffionj  if  you 
wifh  to  promote  the  intereft  of  our  divine  Mafter,  and  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  your  own  minds  *,  if  you  would  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelves  the  genuine  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  we 
exhort,  we  conjure  you  to  cultivate  a  charitable,  candid  dif» 
pofition. 

We  muff  beg  leave  to  add,  that  Chriffian  benevolence  will 
lead  us  to  forgive’ our  enemies.  ’Tis  true,  the  gofpel  does 
not  require  us  to  be  infenfible  to  the  injuries  we  receive  5  nor 
does  it  forbid  our  difeovering  a  becoming  refentment  when 
we  are  infulted  or  injured.  It  teaches  us,  however,  that  the 
perfon  who  can  harbour  ill-will,  and  meditate  revenge  againft 
his  bittereft  enemy,  and  who  is  not  willing  to  forgive  thofe 
who  have  done  him  the  greateft  injuries,  can  have  no  claim 
to  the  charaXer  of  a  Chriffian.  Our  bleffed  Saviour  com¬ 
mands  us  to  u  love  our  enemies,  to  blefs  them  that  curfe  us. 
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to  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  to  pray  for  them  that  de» 
fpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute  us and  has  repeatedly  allured 
us,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
will  not  forgive  our  fins,  if  we  do  not  cordially  forgive  our 
brethren  their  trefpaffes.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  excel¬ 
lent  model  of  prayer  which  our  Lord  gave  his  Difciples,  he 
has  taught  us  to  pray  that  God  would  forgive  us  our  fins, 
AS  we  forgive  them  that  trefpafs  againft  us  :  fo  that  a  perfon 
of  a  malevolent,  revengeful  temper,  cannot  ufe  this  petition 
without  converting  it  into  a  mod  dreadful  imprecation.  A 
forgiving  difpolition,  brethren,  is  an  effential  branch  of  that 
generous,  God-like  temper,  which  we  are  endeavouring  to 
defcribe.  And  if  we  have  really  been  made  to  drink  into 
the  benevolent  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  we  {hall  s(  put  away  from 
us  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and 
evil  fpeaking,  with  all  malice  j  and  be  kind  one  to  another, 
tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
Chrift’s  fake  hath  forgiven  us.”  Eph.  iv. — 31,  32- 

We  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  few  hints  we  have  fuggeded 
will  be  fufficient  to  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  nature  of 
Chriftian  benevolence  *,  and  we  fhall  now  mention  a  few  ob- 
fervations,'  which,  if  duly  confidered,  will  not  fail  to  con¬ 
vince  ycu  of  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  cultivate  this 
illudrious  virtue. 

X  Let  us  obferve  then,  in  the  firji  place,  that  by  cultivating 
principles,  and  difcharging  the  duties  of  Chriftian  benevo¬ 
lence,  you  will  promote  your  own  happinefs.  The  Supreme 
Being  has  given  us  a  ftriking  difplay  of  the  wifdom  and 
liolinefs  of  his  government,  in  the  connexion  he  has  efta- 
blifhed  between  virtue  and  happinefs  •,  and  perhaps  there  is 
no  part  of  our  duty  with  which  happinefs  is  more  clofely 
connected  than  the  practice  of  benevolence.  The  benevo¬ 
lent  Author  of  our  exidenqe  has  fo  ordered  the  conftitution 
of  our  frame,  that  we  naturally  feel  a  peculiar  fatisfadlion 
and  complacency  of  mind,  when  we  are  doing  good  to  our 
fellow  creatures.  There  is  a  kind  of  calm  and  gentle  plea¬ 
sure  connected  even  with  the  exercife  of  pity  and  companion*, 
but  in  relieving  diftrefs,  and  conferring  favours,  we  feel  the 
fublimeft  fatisfacbion,  and  learn  by  experience,  “  that  it  is 
more  bleffed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 

Secondly,  By  a  benevolent  temper  and  conduct,  you  will 
procure  the  refpect  of  mankind,  and  recommend  the  holy 
religion  you  profefs  to  all  around  you.  A  benevolent  man 
is  really  a  biefling  to  the  place  in  which  he  lives,  and  the  foci- 
ery  to  which  he  belongs.  Happinefs  naturally  fprings  up 
*  under 
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under  Iris  influence.  He  will  be  endeavouring  to  encrcafe 
the  enjoyments,  and  leflen  the  miferies  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  is  connedled.  And  can  Iuch  a  man  pais  through  hfs 
without  being  efteemed  and  loved  ?  No  *,  there  is  a  beauty, 
an  excellence  in  fuch  a  character,  which  cannot  be  contem¬ 
plated,  even  by  the  word  of  men,  without  admiration  and 
reverence.  And  were  all  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity  to 
endeavour  to  fupport  Iuch  a  character,  by  afting  under  the 
influence  of  that  univerfal  charity  and  good-will  to  men 
which  we  have  attempted  to  defcribe,  they  would  adorn  the 
dodfrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things.  Their  conduct 
would  be  a  “  Light  firming  before  men,  inviting  them  to 
♦dorify  our  Heavenly  Father  j”  and  we  might  hope,  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  would  foon  “  fill  the  earth  as  the 

waters  cover  the  fea.”  .  , 

Thirdly,  Benevolence  is  that  part  of  Chriftian  s  charac¬ 
ter,  in  which  he  bears  the  molt  ftriking  refemblance  to  the 
Divine  Being.  Goodnefs  and  compafiion  are  the  moft  lovely 
and  engaging  of  all  the  attributes  of  God  5  and  they  are  the 
attributes  of  which  he  has  given  us  the  brightefl  difplay. 
The  works  of  nature,  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  and, 
above  all,  the  altonilhing  plan  of  our  redemption,  loudly 
proclaim  the  divine  benevolence,  and  allure  us  that  GOD  IS 
LOVE.  Now,  when  our  tempers  and  a&ions  are  influenced 
by  the  principles,  and  regulated  by  the  laws  of  Chriftian 
benevolence,  they  are  not  only  pleafing  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  but  a  faint  copy  of  his  goodnefs.  Benevolence, 
Chriftians,  is  the  faireft  feature  of  that  image  of  God  after 
which  we  are  created.  It  makes  us  refemble .  the  Belt  of 
Beings,  in  the  brightefl,  and  mod  amiable  of  his  attributes. 
Yes,  when  we  are  performing  the  offices  of  Chriftian  charity, 
we  are  both  obeying  the  commands,  and  imitating  the  Irani- 
cendent  virtues  of  that  Being,  whofe  character  is  fupremely 
excellent,  and  whofe  approbation  gives  the  damp  of  excel¬ 
lence  to  ours. 

Fourthly,  Benevolence  is  ftrongly  recommended  to  us  by 
the  example  of  Jefus  Chrift.  One  important  end  of  our 
Saviour’s  million,  was  to  furnifh  us  with  a  perfect  example 
of  univerfal  goodnefs  5  and  if  we  take  a  view  of  his  character, 
we  lhall  find,  that  though  it  was  adorned  with  every  virtue, 
his  benevolence  {hone  brighter  than  the  reft.  In  his  affirming 
our  nature,  in  order  that  he  might  expiate  our  guilt  by  his 
fufterings  and  death,  we  have  an  inltance  of  benevolence 
which  angels  mult  contemplate  with  devout  aftoniffiment. 
While  he  was  here  on  earth,  u  he  went  about  doing  good 
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and,  when  he  had  finifhed  the  work  which  he  came  into  the 
world  to  do,  he  voluntarily  fuffered  the  death  of  the  crofs, 
as  an  atoning  facrifice  for  our  fins.  Contemplate,  Chriftian, 
the  charadcr  of  thy  divine  Mailer.  Behold  the  ineffable 
grace  and  compaffion  that  appeared  in  all  the  aclions  he  per¬ 
formed,  and  in  all  the  bufferings  he,  endured.  Meditate  on 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  depths  of  his 
redeeming  love.  Hear  him,  amidft  all  the  agonies  of  cruci¬ 
fixion,  praying  for  his  very  murderers,  and  making  the  only 
apology  for  their  unparalleled  wickednefs,  which  the  moll 
unbounded  charity  could  fuggeft.  “  Father,”  laid  he,  fC  for¬ 
give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.” — Such  is  the 
example  of  benevolence  which  Jefus  Chrifl  has  left  us.  And 
let  us  remember  that  we  cannot  be  his  difciples,  unlefs  the 
fame  mind  that  was  in  him  be  alfo  in  us,  and  we  endeavour 
to  walk  as  lie  alfo  walked. 

In  a  word.  A  benevolent  temper  is  effential  to  true  reli¬ 
gion.  We  are  affured  by  the  Apoftle  John,  that  piety  to 
God  can  have  no  exiflence  in  the  heart  to  which  benevo¬ 
lence  to  men  is  a  ftranger.  Indeed,  benevolence  is  fo  effen¬ 
tial  to  tne  Chriftian  character,  that  the  Scriptures  call  it 
THE  FULFILLING  OF  THE  LAW,  as  though  tile  whole  of 
morality  and  religion  confuted  it  it.  Without  this,  the  moll 
ex  ten  five  knowledge,  the  ftrongeft  faith,  and  the  molt  ardent 
zeal  will  profit  us  nothing.  If  we  are  flrangers  to  that  love 
to  our  fellow  creatures  which  will  effectually  prompt  us, 
when  it  is  in  our  power,  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  cloath  the 
naked,  to  vifit  the  lick,  we  can  have  no  reafon  to  hope  that 
jefus  Chrifl  will  acknowledge  us  as  his  difciples  in  the  great 
day  of  accounts.  A  benevolent  temper  is  an  effential  part  of 
our  preparation  for  the  cdefcial  world  ;  an  important  branch 
of  that  holinefs  without  which  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord. 
An  uncharitable  man  is  totally  unqualified  for  the  exercifes 
and  enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  date.  Unlefs  the  habits  of 
Chriftian  benevolence  are  formed  in  our  minds  in  the  prefent 
life,  we  can  never  enjoy  the  fociety  of  the  bleffed  in  God’s 
future  world. 

.  If  then  benevolence  be  fo  important  in  its  nature,  and  fo 
flrongly  recommended  by  the  precepts  and  example  of  jefus 
Chrifl,  let  us  carefully  avoid  whatever  may  tend  to  fulpend 
or  obflrucl  its  influence,  and  diligently  ufe  all  the  proper 
means  to  raife  it  to  a  greater  flrength  and  purity.  Brethren, 
the  time  is  fhort.  The  period  is  flattening  on,  when  we 
muff  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrifl.  And  in 
that  folemn  day,  every  ad  of  compaffion  and  charity,  which 
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the  Chriftian  has  performed  in  fecret,  and  even  the  inten¬ 
tions  and  w idles  to  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  his  brethren, 
which  he  has  never  had  it  in  his  power  to  cany  into  eheci, 
will  be  noticed  with  approbation,  by  the  Gieatr  Judge  ot 
quick  and  dehd,  in  the  prefence  of  an  aflembled  world. 
Then,  Chriftians,  our  faith  will  be  fwallowecl  up  m  viiion, 
and  our  hope  will  terminate  in  enjoyment.  But  charity  wnl 
accompany  us  to  Heaven.  In  Heaven  we  diad  fee.  tie 
moll  generous  and  ardent  fympathies  of  fnenddnp  and  of 
love.  '  There  the  exercife  of  benevolence  will  artord  us  the 
mod  pure  and  exalted  pleafures.  There  we  lhall  meet  with 
no  follies  to  be  overlooked,  no  miferies  to  be  pitied,  no 
wants  to  be  relieved,  no  objects  of  didrefs  to  draw  forth  the 
tear  of  companion.  We  (hall  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice, 

and  weep  no  more  for  ever. 


breviates. 

Wednefday,  June  15,  met  at  two  o’Clock.  Mr.  Odd y  began 
the  fervice  with  prayer.  Mr.  Hartley  preached  from  i  /hei. 
i,  4.  Mr.  Afhworth  prayed,  and  preached  from  Tom.  vm.  30, 

and  concluded  the  meeting  with  prayei.  /r 

At  fix,  met  again.  Mr.  Wood  was  chofen  Moderator.  Mr. 
Langdon  prayed.  The  letters  from  the  Churches,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  letter,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Langdon,  were  read  ;  an  cl  the  Mode- 

rator  concluded  the  meeting  with, prayer. 

Thurfday  morning,  met  at  ten.  Mr.  Langdon  opened  the 
meeting  with  prayer.  Mr.  Fawcett  preached  from  Ads  111.  36. 
Mr.  Hirft  preached  from  Eph.  iv.  1,  and  concluded  the  puolic 

fervice  with  p.  ayer.  ^  ttmi  wr  a 

Agreed,  to  hold  the  next  Alfociation  at  Cowling-Hill,  on  Wed- 

nefday  and  Thurfday  in  Whitfun  week ;  the  ferv.ee  to  begin  on 

the  Wednefday,  precifely  at  two.  Mtfe  HrfUitlkooil, 

and  Afhworth  to  preach;  and  in  ca.e  os  ‘allure.  Me. ns.  ui, 

Fawcett,  and  Wood.  Mr.  Wood  to  prepare  the  circular  letter. 

-  -  ’  ■'  mi  n  c as  a  day  of 


- - Appointed  the  firff  Thurfday  m  Septembc  . 

humiliation,  and  prayer  to  God  for  the  Revival  ol  Religion. 

In  the  affociated  churches  the  laft  year  there  veie, 

Baptized  -  d7 

Dead . ’  '  13 

Excluded  23  r 


Iricreafe  this  year  .  j  1 
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THE 

WESTERN  LETTER, 

ON  DUTY  AND  MOTIVE. 

The  Elders,  Minifters,  and  Meffengers  of  the  feveral  Baplift 

Churches 

Met  in  Affociation,  at  Wotton-Under-edge,  Gloces-* 
TERSHIRE,  June  14,  15,  1791. 

To  the  feveral  Churches  they  reprefent  fend  Chriftian 
falutation. 

Dear  Brethren , 

BEING  called  upon  once  more  to  aadrefs  you,  permit  us 
to  do  it  in  the  molt  ferious  and  affectionate  manner 
we  are  capable  of,  not  knowing  but  it  may  be  the  laft  time 
you  may  hear  from  us,  or  we  write  to  you.  Several  of  our 
dear  brethren  (and  fome  of  us  may  fay  fathers  in  the  mini-* 
ftry)  have  been  removed  from  us  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
year,  and  one  particularly  who  for  upwards  of  forty,  yea* 
near  fifty  years  attended  our  affembly,  and  united  with  us  in 
praying  with  you  and  for  you,  addreffing  frequently  both  us 
and  you,  and  fending  moft  affectionate  and  folemn  advice 
and  coursfel  to  you.  But  alas  1  He,  with  many  others  fince 
our  laft  annual  meeting,  have  been  removed,  and  we  fhall  new 
ther  fee  their  faces,  nor  hear  their  voices  any  more ;  they 
reft  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  follow  them. — But  is 
there  not  a  voice  in  thefe  difpenfations  to  us  ?  Does  not  the 
Almighty  hereby  fpeak  loudly  to  us  ?  What  is  his  language 
both  to  Minifters  and  People  but,  (i  prepare  to  meet  your 
4£  God.  Be  ye  alfo  ready  for  in  fuch  an  hour  as  you  think 
e(  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.”  Shall  we  be  inattentive 
to  fuch  providences  ?  Shall  we  ftill  go  on  as  if  we  thought; 
we  were  always  to  remain  here  ?  God  forbid  !  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  let  us  awake  out  of  deep  ;  let  us  arife  and  trim  our 
lamps,  for  ere  we  are  aware  the  cry  may  be  made,  <e  Behold 
the  Bridegroom  cometh  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.”  Remenw 
ber  they  and  only  they  who  were  ready  were  admitted  to  go 
with  him  into  the  marriage  fupper  ;  but  the  reft  were  fiiut 
out  and  for  ever  excluded;  for  though  they  afterwards  came, 
and  with  Jolic'itude  deftred  admittance,  yet  they  were  abfolutely 

#  See  a  lid  of  thefe  churches  in  p?  2S7.  The  letter  is  abridged. 
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refufed,  and  bidden  to  depart  as  workers  of  iniquity,  with  a 
pofitive  declaration,  that  he  never  knew  them,  i.  e.  approv¬ 
ed  of  them  as  his  difciples  and  followers,  although  they  had 
profeffed  themfelves  fuch.  O  dear  brethren  !  a  deception, 
a  difappointment  at  this  period  will  be  dreadful,  and  inevo- 
cable.  Would  you  avoid  it  ?  Then  folemnly,  frequently, 
and  impartially  examine  into  your  hate  ;  put  youiitL^s  into 
the  balance  of  the  fanduary  and  be  weighed  ;  remember  no¬ 
thing  will  be  counted  genuine  at  that  day  by  the  great  Judge 
but  what  comes  up  to  the  ftandard  or  his  word  5  this  is 
the  teft  by  which  all  will  be  tried.  According  as  our  f pint 
and  temper,  lives  and  converfations,  principles  and  practices, 
accord  or  difagree  with  this  rule,  they  will  be  approved  or  dis¬ 
approved  *,  every  thing  that  comes  up  to  this,  ftandard  will 
be  efteemed  pure  gold ;  but  whatever  is  dencient,  chofs  and 
dung.  To  this  we  fhould  now  appeal,  and  by  this  weigh 
ourfelves  that  we  may  not  be  found  wanting  at  taft.  how 
neceflary  and  requifite  then  is  it  that  we  fhould  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  law  and  gofpel  by  which  we  fhall  all  at 
laft  be  tried  ?  Search  the  Scriptures ,  fays  our  Lord,  for  in  them 
ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life.  Read  them  daily,  and  endeavor 
to  find  out  the  genuine  meaning  of  them  ;  and  ufe  thoie 
helps  which  God  in  the  methods  of  his  .providence  has  af¬ 
forded  you,  carefully  diftinguifhing  at  the  fame  time,  what 
comes  from  God,  and  what  from  man.  Pi  ay  alfo  for  his 
Holy-Spirit,  who  alone  can  effectually  lead  you  into  all  truth, 
and  guard  you  againft  error.  None  teacheth  like  him,  and 
he  never  teacheth  contrary  to  the  revealed  word.  Be  care¬ 
ful,  therefore,  to  hold  this  word  high,  value  it  much,  always 
bearing  in  your  mind  that  it  is  from  thence  all  your  well- 
grounded  hopes  and  expectations  of  pardon,  peace,  and 
eternal  life  can  arife. 

Excufe  us,  dear  brethren,  if  we  fugged  our  fears  concern¬ 
ing  fome  of  you,  that  you  are  too  much  inclined  to  prefer 
other  books  to  the  Book  of  God  5  and  are  too  often  leading 
and  ftudying  books,  whofe  tendency  is  to  carry  away 
your  thoughts  and  affe&ions  from  the  word  of  God,  rather 
than  fix  them  upon  it,  and  lead  your  fouls  to  love  and  de¬ 
light  in  it.  Many,  we  believe,  have  been  injured  greatly 
by  fuch  conduH  j  we  with,  therefore,  to  guard  you  againft  it, 
and  would  intreat  and  befeech  you,  as  you  mve  the  peace  and 

’  "  "  '  -Endeavour  to  get 
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why  you  believe  them  to  he  the  word  of  God,  and  the  un¬ 
erring  rule  of  faith  and  obedience;  in  order  to  which  make 
yourfelves  mailers  of  thofe  arguments  which  recommend 
them  to  the  attention  of  men  and  demand  the  alien  t  of 
every  unprejudiced  mind  to  the  truth  of  them  ;  but  think  it 
not  iufficient  to  ail'ent  to  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures  as  being 
the  word  of  Gcd  ;  for  this  we  may  do,  and  yet  derive  little 
or  no  advantage  from  them  ;  but  our  concern  chiefly  fhould 
be  to  feel  and  experience  their  mighty  power  in  our  fouls  :  The 
great  truths  contained  in  them  fhould  be  cordially  received, 
and  held  fail  amidft  all  oppofition  which  is  made  to  them  ; 
the  fpirit  which  they  recommend  fhould  be  deeply  imbibed; 
and  the  ordinances  thereof  be  complied  with  by  us  ;  it  is 
by  our  temper,  life,  and  conduct,  that  we  are  to  evidence  and 
demonjlrate  that  we  are  Chriftians  in  deed  and  in  truth, — the 
faithful  and  genuine  followers  of  our  Lord  and  Mafter  Jefus 
Chrift  :  He  has  faid,  c<  If  ye  love  me  keep  my  command¬ 
ments;” — ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command 
you.  Lea  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  if  any  man  have  not 
the  fpirit  of  Chrift  he  is  none  of  his-  Not  every  one  that 
faith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord,  flrall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  ;  but  he  that  doth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven. — We  wifh,  dear  brethren,  that  you  may  not  be  re¬ 
gard  lefs  of  any  one  doctrine  or  precept  of  the  Bible,  but  we 
wifh  you  to  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs  where  God  has  laid  it ; 
and  to  confider  thofe  things  as  of  the  greateft  moment  which 
Gcd  has  declared  to  be  fa.  The  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  we 
confider  of  great  importance  and  confequence ;  and  that 
fummary  of  them  put  forth  by  our  brethren  in  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury,  we  f Fill  think  is  a  good  one,  and  therefore  fuch  as  we 
ought  not  to  be  afharaed  of;  but  this  we  would  earneftly  in¬ 
culcate  upon  ourfelves  and  you,  That  dodtrines  however  im¬ 
portant  in  themfelves,  if  our  belief  of  them  has  not  a  pro¬ 
per  influence  upon  our  tempers  and  conducb,  will  prove  of 
very  little  ufe  to  us  ;  yea  in  the  end  will  aggravate  and  in- 
creafe  our  condemnation.  We  are  fully  periuaded  that  the 
wretched  tempers,  and  cenforious  fpirits  of  fome,  and  the 
irreligious  lives,  and  improper  conduct  of  others,  who  pro- 
fefs  their  zealous  attachment  to  the  diftinguifhing  and  glo¬ 
rious  truths  of  the  gofpel,  have  tended  greatly  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  multitudes  againft  them.  We  are  commanded 
to  let  our  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,  that  they  feeing  our 
good  works  may  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Now 
thefe  are  not  caoable  of  penetrating  our  hearts,  and  difeo- 
vering  what  we  believe  or  difbelieve  ;  but  they  are  capable 
of  oblerving  our  lives  and  condudf,  and  will  form  their  judg¬ 
ment 
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ment  of.  ns,  and  the  religion  we  profefs  accordingly.  Let 
us  then  conftantly  bear  in  our  remembrance,  that  as  we  pro¬ 
fefs  ourfelves  to  be  difciples  oi  the  bleffed  Jefus ;  it  behoves 
us  to  be  like  him  \  for  we  are  are  Chrifians  juft  fo  far ,  but 
110  farther.  He  has  exprefsly  told  us,  that  his  kingdom  is  not 
of  this  world  \  but  he  has  chofen  his  people  out  of  the 
world*,  and  bid  them  come  out  from  it  and  be  feparate.  It 
is  alfo  declared,  “  That  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.”  When  therefore  we  perceive 
thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  the  followers  of  Chrift,  purfuing 
this  world  as  their  chief  good,  employing  all  their  time  and 
talents  in  order  to  acquire  and  poffefs  as  much  of  it  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  making  ufe  of  means  that  are  far  from  being  pro¬ 
per  and  expedient,  and  which  are  fcarcely  lawful  5  what  can 
we  think  of  them  ?  Surely  there  is  reafon  to  conclude, 
either  that  the  defeription  we  read  of  them  in  the  word  of 
God  is  not  juft,  or  that  thefe  are  not,  cannot  be,  his  difciples 
and  followers. 

Hear  Brethren,  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  nor  impofe 
upon  one  another  ;  remember,  we  cannot  deceive  the  ever 
blefled  God,  or  in  any  refpetl  impofe  upon  him.  He  fe archer; 
the  hearts  and  tries  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men  ; 
and  he  has  moil  emphatically  declared,  That  whatfoever  a 
man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap  ;  he  that  foweth  to  the 
flefh,  fhall  of  the  flefh  reap  corruption  ;  but  he  that  foweth 
to  the  fpirit,  fhall  of  the  fpirit  reap  life  everlafting.  If  we 
are  Chriftians  in  reality,  let  it  appear  by  our  living  above  the 
world,  and  by  our  living  to  God  *,  living  fo  as  to  honor  and 
glorify  him.  Fie  has  done  great  tilings  for  us.  We  are  un¬ 
der  infinite  obligations  to  him.  For  what  are  we  that  he 
fhould  fix  his  love  upon  us,  and  take  fuch  methods  to  ren¬ 
der  us  eternally  happy  and  bleffed  ? 

G  THE  SURPRIZING  AND  ASTONISHING  LOVE  OF  THE 
Father,  that  he  fhould  make  choice  of  us  in  his  Son,  and 
blefs  us  in  him,  with  all  fpiritual  and  divine  favors !  Yea, 
that  he  fhould  fo  love  us,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  and 
dearly  beloved  Son  to  us,  and  for  us  !  He  (pared  him  not, 
fays  the  Apoftle,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all ;  how  then 
fhall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 

The  love  of  the  Son  is  equally  surprizing 
and  astonishing  ;  that  he  who  was  Lord  of  all  and  eter¬ 
nally  happy  in  the  bofom  of  his  Father  5  fhould  for  your 
fakes,  empty  himfelf,  and  appear  as  the  infant  of  days  ;  con- 
defeend  to  be  born  in  a  ftabie  and  lie  in  a  manger  *,  yea  was 
fo  poor  and  mean  as  to  declare,  that  while  t£  the  foxes  had 
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holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  nefts,  the  Son  of  Man  had  not 
where  to  lay  his  head.”  That  he  fhould  confent  to  bear  the 
reproaches  of  men,  the  affaults  of  hell,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  which  yop  had  juftly  merited  by  your  fins  and  tranf- 
greffions  :  that  he  fhould  endure  the  horrors  of  Gethfemane, 
and  ali  the  the  tortures  of  Cavalry  ;  infomnch  that  with  the 
ftridteft  propriety  he  could  fpeak  in  the  words  of  the  prophet 
and  fay,  “  Behold,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  borrow  like  unto 
my  borrow  ?”  None  has  buffered  what  I  have  for  you,  and 
with  a  view  to  render  you  happy  and  bleffed. — This  we  bay 
is  truly  furprizing,  well  therefore  might  the  apoftle  cry  out 
when  contemplating  this  fubjedt,  <c  Ye  know  the  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jebus  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your 
fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be 
rich.”  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrefiions,  he  was 
bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  the  chaflifement  of  our  peace  was 
upon  him,  and  with  his  flripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like 
fheep  have  gone  affray,  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 
way,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  alh 
He  was  made  fin  for  11s  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  This  love  is  truly 
wonderful  and  aftonifhing,  and  muff  be  thought  incredible, 
had  it  not  been  fo  properly  authenticated ,  and  divinely  witnejfed ; 
but  there  are  fuch  evidences  of  it  as  we  dare  not  doubt,  O  l 
that  we  may  all  be  conftrained  by  it  henceforth  to  live,  not 
to  ourfelves,  but  to  him  who  has  died  for  us  and  rofe  again ! 
This,  remember,  was  the  happy  effect  his  love  had  upon 
Chriftians  of  old,  and  is  the  influence  it  fhould  have  upon  us 
now.  0,  read  and  contemplate  this  amazing ,  this  ajlonijhing 
love ,  Chriftians ,  till  you  feel  its  conjl raining  power ,  captivating 
and  tranfporting  all  your  fouls  into  love ,  joy ,  and  holy  triumph . 
David,  while  mufmg,  experienced  the  fire  of  divine  love  kin¬ 
dled  in  his  bread.  May  you  therefore  mufe  till  you  are  all 
on  fire,  and  experience  the  flame  burn  fo  intenfely,  that  no¬ 
thing  fhall  ever  be  able  to  quench  it. 

But  the  love  of  the  holy  spirit  is  not  less 
wonderful  and  astonishing.  That  he  who  is  fo  pure 
in  his  nature,  fo  divine  and  holy  in  his  operations, fhould  con - 
defcend  to  dwell  in  our  corrupt  and  mortal  bodies*  and  make 
them  the  temples  of  his  reft  deuce  is  love  ;  yea  grace  that  cqti  never 
be  furpaffed .  Be  careful  therefore  Chriftians  that  you  do  not 
grieve  him,  and  provoke  him  to  withdraw  from  you  5  but 
attend  to  his  divine  fuggeftions,  and  readily  and  cheerfully 
comply  with  his  gracious  influences,  always  remembering, 
that  he  never  does,  or  can  influence  to  any  thing  but  what  is 
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holy  and  comformable  to  the  world  he  has  dictated.  Make 
therefore  the  word  of  God  your  rule,  and  his  glory  your  end  *, 
and  go  on  in  the  path  he  has  marked  out  for  you,  diffufing 
light  and  joy  to  all  around  you,  till  you  arrive  at  perfeCt  day. 
Remember  your  ftay  here  cannot  be  long  ;  every  year,  every 
day,  every  hour,  God  is  fetching  fome  or  other  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  home,  and  putting  them  into  that  glorious  ftate  of  red: 
and  peace  which  awaits  them.  There  they  are  out  of  the 
reach  of  all  their  enemies,  and  {hall  never  more  be  infnared 
by  the  world,  tempted  by  Satan,  or  drawn  alide  by  their  own 
corrupt  deceitful  hearts  5  there  they  (hall  enjoy  God,  and  ad¬ 
mire  and  adore  what  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  have  done 
for  them  in  nature,  providence,  and  grace.1 — Well,  Chriftians, 
If  we  are  what  we  profefs  to  be,  if  we  are  really  the  children 
of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  if  we  truly  and  fincerely 
love  God  and  his  Son,  and  manifeft  .it  by  the  Spirit  we 
breathe,  the  image  we  bear,  and  the  life  we  lead,  we  (hall 
foon  be  called  to  afibciate  with 'our  departed  friends,  and  en¬ 
gage  in  the  fame  delightful  and  noble  employ  with  them  ; 
a  few  days,  or  a  few  years  at  moft  will  land  us  on  the  (bores  of 
blifs.  Let  us  live  in  daily  expectation  of  it,  and  be  prepar¬ 
ing  for  it,  not  knowing  what  a  day,  or  an  hour  may  bring 
forth.  Behold  1  come  quickly,  faith  the  moft  worthy  Judge 
eternal,  and  my  reward  is  with  me  to  give  to  every  man  as  his 
work  Jhall  be.  Bleffed  is  that  fervant  whom  his  Lord,  when 
he  cometh  (hall  find  in  a  prepared  ftate,  and  longing  frame. 
In  order  to  this,  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and 
eleCtion  fure  ;  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  your 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift;  add  one  Chriftian  virtue  to 
another ;  frequently  think  upon,  and  realize  the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  both  by  death  and  judgment.  Often  put.  thefe 
queftions  to  yourfelves  :  Am  I  ready,  were  the  Lord  imme¬ 
diately  to  come  ?  W  ere  I  now  to  fee  him  appearing  in  toe 
clouds,  would  it  afford  me  pain  or  pleafure  ?  Is  there  any 
thing  I  have  done  that  would  diftrefs  me  ?  Is  there  any 
fin  which  I  have  committed,  that  I  have  not  fincerely  and 
truly  repented  of  ?  Any  duty  that  I  live  in  the  negleCl  of? 
Am  I  careful  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  clofet,  and  the 
family  ?  Am  I  really  concerned  for,  and  fincerely  feeking 
after,  not  only  my  own  falvation,  but  the  falvation  or^  all 
others  committed  to  my  care  ?  Do  I  love  the  lioufe  of  God, 
and  the  place  where  his  honor  dwelleth  i  Do  I  regularly  and 
conftantly  attend  there,  and  influence  all  I  can  to  attend  with 
me  ?  Do  I  love  the  ordinances  thereof,  and  blefs  God  for 
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appointing  fabbaths,  and  inilituted  ordinances;  Are  they 
the  delight  of  my  foul  ?  Do  I  fee  and  enjoy  the  Lord  in 
them  ?  And  am  I  in  the  ufe  of  them  conjlantly  learning  the 
evil  and  demerit  offm,  the  beauty  of  holinefs ,  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  the  precioufnefs  of  the  Saviour ,  and  the  defirablenefs  oj 
Heaven  and  Glory  ?  If  fo,  you  may  humbly  hope,  and  fafely 
conclude,  that  whenever  you  are  called  hence,  you  will  be 
admitted  into  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  your  Lord  and  ours> 
which  is  the  earned:  defire  and  fervent  prayer  of 

Your  affedlionate  brethren 

In  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel, 

DANIEL  SPRAGUE, 

MODERATOR,  ISAIAH  BIRT. 


SIGNED  ALSO  BY  TIE 


BREVIATES; 


Wotton-Under-Edge,  June  14,  15,  1791. 

TUESDAY  met  at  tl  tree,  Mr.  S.  Dunf combe  prayed,  Mr.  Birt 
was  chofen  Moderator,  the  letters  were  read,  Mr.  Cooper  concluded 
in  prayer. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  SnfFery  prayed,  Mr.  1  ommas  preached  from 
.aiah  xliii.  12.  Ye  are  my  witne: 


If 
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Wednefday  morning,  met  at  fix.  Our  Brethren  Allcocl , 


B.  ‘Thomas ,  Beljher ,  betterutge 


and  Ferrabee ,  engaged  in  prayer. 
Public  Meeting  at  ten,  Mr.  Redding,  and  Mr.  Taylor  prayed. 
Mr.  Birt  preached  from  Titus  ii.  13.  Looking  for  that 
blessed  hope,  &c. — Mr.  Horfcy  concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  again  at  three,  Mr.  B.  Francis ,  prayed,  Mr.  Kingdon 
preached  from  Matthew  xi.  28. — Come  unto  me,  See.  Mr. 
"7 ommas.  concluded. 

At  feven  in  the  evening  met  again,  Mr.  Mofely  prayed,  Mr. 
Redding  preached  from  John  i.  verfe  45. — We  have  found 
Him  of  whom  Moses  and  the  prophets  did  write, — and 
concluded  in  prayer. 

The  CoUe&ions  for  the  A'fTociation  Fund  this  year  amounted 
to  39/.  1 7 s.  7 d.  which  was  diftributed  for  various  ufeful  and  im¬ 
portant  parpofes. 

Voted  particularly  a  fourth  benefa&ion  of  five  guineas  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 


Agreed  to  hold  the  next  Affociation  at  Lyme,  Dorfet,  on  the 
Tdnefday  and  'ihuridav*  in  the  Whitfun-week,  Mr.  Nor  fey  of 


Wednefday  and  I  huriday*  in  the  Whitfun-week,  Mr.  Horfey 
Portfmouth,  and  Mr.  B.  Francis  to  preach  ;  or  in  cafe  of  failure, 

■ft  /T  r-T’ .  .  / _  jC  A’’  1  » n  i  •  •  r  i  .  i  •  i  r- 


Mr.  V  ay  lor  of  Caine  :  To  begin  precifely  at  three  in  the  afternoon 
on  Wednefday.  Mr.  Cooper  to  draw  up  the  general  letter. 
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EXTRACTS 

From  the  American  AfTociation  Letters,  &c.  and  from  the 
perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  Englijhy  and  the 
American  Brethren. 


THE  Middle  District  Association  (Virginia  and  North 
Carolina)  South  James-River,  met  at  Cedar-Creek  meeting- 
houfe,  the  firil  Saturday  in  May,  1791.  Rev.  Thomas  Read 
preached  the  introductory  fermon  from  Mai.  iv.  2.  After  divine 
fervice,  proceeded  to  read  the  letters.  Members  with  letters  were 
prefent  from  twenty  churches,  but  the  minutes  of  the  afiociation 
do  not  mention  the  numbers  in  thefe  focieties,  nor  their  addition 
or  decreafe. 

Cnofe  Eleazar  Clay  moderator,  and  Simeon  Walton  clerk  of 
the  afiociation. 

Ten  minifters  were  appointed  to  vifit  vacant  churches,  and 
to  ftir  them  up  to  their  duty,  ufing  their  influence  in  getting 
little  conftitutions,  where  they  appear  to  be  unable  to  fupport 
themfelves,  to  join  the  neareft  neighbouring  churches. 

Agreed,  That  the  next  afiociation  be  held  at  Skin-Quarter, 
in  Chefterfield  county,  the  2d  Saturday  in  October  next. 

The  Circular  Letter,  confifiing  of  two  pages,  on  declenfions, 
and  revivals  ;  mentions  liberal  contributions  to  the  fund,  which  had 
afforded  pleafure,  &c.  &c, 

♦  The  Bethel  Association,  held  at  the  Baptifi  church  on 
Jamey's  Creek,  Tyger  River,  Spartanburgn  county,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  began  on  Saturday,  Augifll  13th,  1791. 

Two  firfi:  days  were  foent  in  public  devotion. 

Monday,  Aug.  15th.  Rev.  Henry  Holcombe  delivered  an  in¬ 
troductory  difeourfe  from  Johniii.  17. 

Letters  from  eighteen  churches  were  read. 

^  Rev.  jofeph  Camp  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Mr.  William 
Ford,  clerk. 

Six  churches  applied  for  admifiion  into  this  afiociation  ;  and 
fatisfaCtory  information  being  given  by  their  delegates,,  of  their 
faith  and  order,  they  were  received, 

Augufi:  16th  and  17th,  attended  to  various  bufinefs  ;  and 
appointed  the  Rev.  James  Fowler  to  prepare  the  Circular 
Letter. 

Refolved,  That  a  day  of  thankfgiving  be  appointed  for  the  blef- 
:mgs  of  peace,  harmony,  and  concord,  enjoyed  among  our  churches, 
aria  tor  the  union  and  good  correfpondence  fublifiing  between 

them 


AMERICAN  LETTERS,  1791.  29I 

them  and  the  Charlefton  afiociation  :  It  was  voted  that  the  firrb 
day  of  January  next  be  obferved  for  this  important  purpofe. 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  afiociation  at  the  place  of  the  p refen t 
meeting ;  to  begin  the  Saturday  before  the  fecond  Sunday  of 
Auguft  next. 

There  are  now  in  this  convention  28  churches,  whofe  mem¬ 
bers  amount  to  1360.  Increafe  fince  lad  year  222. 

This  is  the  firft.  year  of  their  printing  an  Afiociation  Letter  : 
It  exprefies  gratitude  to  God,  and  recommends  duty.  Not  quite 
two  pages  quarto. 

KENTUCKEY. 

*  •  ''  \  t  * 

The  Elkhorn  Association,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  is  one  of 
the  afiociations  in  Kentuckey,  confiding  of  Particular  Baptljls. 
As  they  do  not  print  their  minutes,  and  are  but  little  known, 
even  among  their  brethren  in  America,  a  {ketch  of  their  lait 
meeting  may  be  acceptable. 

The  afiociation  met  at  Cowper’s  Run,  Kentuckey,  Aug.  26 — 29, 
1791.  Brother  John  Gano  preached  the  introductory  fermon,  from 
1  Cor.  i.  10.  Now  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  IP c.  Pie  was  alio  chafen 
moderator  ;  and  letters  from  thirteen  churches  were  read. 


INCREASED. 

DEC CEASED. 

CHURCHES. 

MINISTERS. 

Bap¬ 

tized 

Ey 

letter 

Re- 

ftor’d 

Ex- 

com. 

Dead 

Num- 
1  ber 

Tate’s  Creek 

David  Thompfon 

28 

1 1 

| 

4 

1 

Co 

South  Elkhorn 

Lewis  Craig 

5° 

1 1 

3  1 

2 

I 

200 

Clear  Creek 

John  Taylor 

10 

1 

2 

4 

4 

277 

Bryant’s  Station 

Ambrofe  Dudley 

2 1 

26 

3 

4 

233 

Town  Pork 

John  Gano 

8 

6 

1 

35 

Cowper’s  Run 

Auguftine  E  aft  in 

H 

22 

1 

3 

1 

95 

Boon’s  Creek 

20 

5 

2 

74 

Wafhington 

William  Wood 

8 

1 2 

3 

89 

Hick’s  River 

William  Marftiall 

17 

1 1 

2 

6c 

Marble  Creek 

John  Price 

2 

3 

3 

1 

99 

Elkhorn 

WilliamHickman 

8 

5 

98 

Buck  Run 

James  Dupee 

5 

9 

I 

62 

Indian  Creek 

1 

1 

!  7 

192 

122 

5  i 

22 

16 

i  I39r 

Six  new  confiituted  churches  were  received  into  the  afiociation 
this  year  ;  but  as  our  correfpondent  could  not  precifely  afcertain 
their  numbers,  he  omitted  their  names.  His  letter,  dated  fo  late 
as  May  21 ,  1792,  fays,  “  The  churches  in  our  union  are  in  har¬ 
mony,  and  uniformly  maintain  the  truth  and  good  difcipline.” 

T  2 


Rev 
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Rev.  Mr.  John  Gano,  a  few  weeks  fince,  loft  his  wife,  but  th 
aged  father  in  Ifrael  bears  the  viiitation  well.” 

The  Warren  Association  (Mafiachufett’s)  was  held  at  tli 
Baptift  meeting-houfe,  in  New  Rowley,  Tuefday  and  Wednej 
day,  Sep.  13th  and  14th,  1791.  ' 

On  Tuefday,  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Dr,  Stillman,  ^iccordin 
to  appointment,  preaclied  the  introduflory  fermon,  Ironi  Re\ 
xiv.  6.  And  I faav  another  angel  fy  in  the  midfl  of  heaven ,  havin 
the  everlajhng  gofpel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth. 

After  public  worfhip,  chofe  Brother  Hezekiah  Smith  moderc 
tor,  and  Brother  Thomas  Baldwin  clerk. 

Read  the  letters  from  the  feveral  churches. 

Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Brother  Baldwin,  from  1  Cor.  i,  1? 

Wednefday.  Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Received  letters  and  minutes  from  feveral  affociations. 

The  Baptist  Annual  Register,  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Joh 
Rippon,  of  London,  was  prefented  by  Dr.  Stillman,  and  highl 
recommended  to  the  members  of  the  aflociation.  To  whom  a 
who  with  to  become  fubfcribers  for  it  are  deftredto  fend  their  name: 
who  will  import  as  many  as  are  fubferibed  for.  Price  of  th 
Firft  Part  is  2s.  3 d ;  of  the  Second  and  fuceeeding  numbei 
about  is.  6d.  currency.  The  expences  of  importation  are  include 
In  the  above 

It  is  delired  that  the  earlieft  and  moft  accurate  intelligence 
relative  to  revivals  of  religion,  the  conflitution  of  churches,  an 
bufmefs  of  affociations,  might  be  tranfmittcd  to  Dr.  Stillman ,  c 
Brother  Baldwin  of  Bolton,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Baptift  Anmu 
Regifler. 

A  plan  for  eftablilhing  a  charitable  fund  for  the  purpofe  c 
affifting  fuch  young  men  of  the  Baptift  denomination  as  may  aj 
pear  to  be  fuitably  qualified  for  the  miniftry,  with  a  collegiat 
education,  in  the  college  at  Providence,  was  received  by  Di 
Stillman  from  a  friend,  and  prefented  to  the  aflociation  ;  whicl 
after  a  feccud  reading,  was  unanimoufly  adopted.  And.  it  ] 
warmly  recommended  to  the  churches  to  colic  cl  what  monii 
they  can,  in  their  own  way,  and  fend  it  to  the  next  aflbciatioi 
by  whom  fuch  meafures  will  be  taken  as  are  neceflary  to  carry  tli 
plan  into  execution 

Voted,  That  the  next  aflociation  beheld  at  the  Baptift  meet 
iflg  houfe  in  Haryard,  the  Tuefday  after  the  firft  Wednefda 

i 

4  The  Firft.  Part  of  the  Regifler  for  179c,  is  charged  ij.  (id,  fin  ling ;  tb 
Second  and  following  Parrs  are  is.  each, 

Editoi 

f  It  is  not  for  me  to  conjecture  who  was  the  author  of  the  above  plan  fc 
ffikvblifhing  a  fund ;  but  I  prefume  to  make  this  fingle  obfervation  on  it 
If  the  dear  depart  id  Dr.  Manning  had  been  prefent  when  this  bcnevolcr 

pre 
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In  September,  1 792,  at  2  o’clock,  P.  M.  Brother  Green  to  preach 
the  introductory  fermon ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Maxey. 
Concluded  with  prayer.  Sermon  in  the  afternoon  by  Brother 
Leland,  and  in  the  evening  by  Brother  Grafton. 

The  annual  epilfle,  drawn  up  by  Brother  Hezekiah  Smith, 
containing  two  pages  o&avo,  on  the  dodrine  of  the  atonement , 

finifhes  thug :  . 

«  Should  we  clofe  this  letter  without  taking  notice  of  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  in  the  removal  of  two  of  our  mmiflers  by  death, 
the  year  pall,  we  fhould  betray  a  criminal  inattention.  The  on^. 
is  Brother  Nathaniel  Green,  of  Charlton,  who  hath  longfuf- 
tained  a  good  character  in  our  churches  ;  the  other  was  our  mucli- 
efteemed brother  James  Manning,  D.  D.  Prehdent  of;RhodL- 
Ifland  college,  whofe  abilities  and  ufefulnefs  were  well  known  to 
us  all ;  and  whofe  attention  to  the  interelts  of  learning  ana  ich- 
gion  jultly  claims  our  elteem.  O  that  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church,  in  whom  are  all  gifts  and  grace,  would  favour  us  with 
other  perfons  of  equal  accomplilhments ;  that  thereby  the  breaches 
in  the  walls  of  our  Zion  may  be  built  up  !  W e  have  had  a  comfort¬ 
able  meeting  at  this  time  ;  received  good  news  from  feveral  of 
our  churches,  and  alfo  from  various  other  parts  of  our  land.  1  he 
prophecy  concerning  Chrift  is  accornplifhing,  Of  the  increafe  ot  his 
government  and  peace  there  JJsall  be  no  end .  Now  unto  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  mvifible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour  ana. 
glory  for  ever.” 

The  members  in  this  affociation,  of  forty-live  churches,  are 
3695.  Increafe  this  year  12 2. 

The  Redstone  Association,  (Virginia, &c.)^met^  at.  Enon, 
on  the  Monongahela  River,  Sep.  24,  1 7 9 1  *  -^ie  lervice  was 
opened  bv  Brother  David  Loofborough,  in  a  fermon  from  Duke 
xix.  10.  For  the  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  Jeeh  and  to  feroe  that  which 
was  lojl.  Brother  John  Corbly  was  chofen  moderator,  and  B10- 
ther  William  Jenkins  clerk.  This  alfociation  confifls  of  fixteen 
churches,  including  thofe  lately  received.  1  hey  do  not,  as  yet, 
print  their  annual  letter,  which  was  at  this  feffion  drawn  up  by 
Brother  Corbly;  when  it  was  refolved  to  hold  a  yearly  meeting  at 
Union -town  meeting -houfe,  beginning  the  Saturday  before  the 
firft  Lord’s- day  in  June  ;  and  that  the  Affociation  next  yeai  be 

proportion  was  brought  forward  at  bhiv  Rowley,  the  probability  is  exceedingly 
great  that  he  would  have  given  it  his  utmoft  lupport ;  tor  :n  his  very  I  a  ft  letter 
to  me,  dated  New-York,  May  26, 1 791 , writing  freely  concerning  our  iocieties  on 
both  Tides  the  water,  he  fays,  “  It  is,  and  has  long  been,  my  opinion,  that 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  American  Baptift  churches  could  in  no  way  be^  10 
well  laid  out,  as  by  educating  young  men  for  the  miniftry,  nearly  on  the  plan 
of  the  Baptift  academy  at  Briftol.  But  we  Ihall  probably  exchange  feme  far¬ 
ther  thoughts  on  that  fubje&.” - No,  No  ;  we  Ihall  never  on  earth  exchange 

a  thought  again  on  this  or  any  other  fubjedl ! 


Editor. 


_ 
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held  at  Mouftt  Tabor,  alias  Indian  Creek,  to  begin  the  Saturday 
before  the  lad  Lord’s-day  in  September ;  Brother  Corbly  to 
preach  the  affociation  fermon,  or,  in  cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Loof- 
bcrough.  “  There  has  been  a  comfortable  time  in  one  of  thefe 
churches,  viz.  Enon  ;  it  was  conftituted  in  March,  1791,  of 
eighteen  members,  and  now  hicreafed  to  fixty-three.  There  are, 
of  late  alfo,  pleafing  appearances  in  other  churches/ ’  In  the 
beginning  of  November,  Mr.  Corbly  received  feventeen  perfons 
into  his  church  at  Gofnen,  and  writes,  that  there  is  a  revival 
among  the  Prefbyterians  in  his  neighbourhood,  “particularly  under 
the  min idry  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Finley,  a  Son  of  Thunder, 
a  bold  and  faithful  man,  of  a  catholic  fpirit ;  he  has  done  much 
good.”  Fie  adds,  concerning  Mr.  Wefley’s  Methodids,  that 
“  they  have  now  taken  to  immerfe  in  baptifm  when  any  of  their 
friends  are  likely  to  go  among  the  Baptiits*”  . 

The  Warwick  Association,  (New-Fork)  formed  in  June, 
1 79 1 ,  was  held  in  Warwick,  Gdt.  18  and  19  following. 

Tuefday,  1  o’clock,  P.  M.  Oct.  18th.  *  Brother  Ebenezei 
Ferris  preached  from  Gal.  v.  13.  For,  brethren, ye  have  been  callec 
vnto  liberty ,  only  ufe  not  liberty  for  an  occajion  to  the  jlejh ,  but  by  lo-vt 
ferve  one  another .  Brother  John  Dodge,  moderator  ;  Brother 
Thomas  Montanye,  clerk.  Letters  from  fifteen  churches  were 
read.  Brookfield,  Peek’s-kill,  and  Chemung  churches  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  fcllowfhip  this  year,  io  that  this  union  now  coniids  oj 
feventeen  churches,  in  which  there  are  868  members.  Sermor 
in  the  evening  by  Brother  Enoch  Ferris,  from  Luke  i.  53. 

Wednefday  met  at  9  o’clock,  A.  M.  The  Circular  Letter  or 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement  (three  pages  quarto)  preparer 
by  Brother  John  Dodge,  was  read  and  approved.  Supplies  fordef 
titute  churches  were  fixed :  next  affociaton  to  be  at  Peek’s-kill 
lad  Tuefday  in  May,  1792.  Sermon  in  the  afternoon  by  Brothei 
Ebenezer  Cole,  from  Heb.  v.  9.  and  in  the  evening  by  Brothei 
Johq  Dodge,  from  PfaLcxxvi.  6. 

The  Danbury  Association,  (Connecticut,)  held  at  Stratfield 
Wednefday,  September  21,  1791 

At  1  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Adam  Hamilton  delivered  th< 
introductory  fermon  from  2  Cor.  iv.  5.  IV e  preach  not  cur 
f elves,  but  Chr'fl  ffefus  the  Lord ;  and  ourf elves  your  fervants  foi 
‘Jefiis'  fake.  Elder  Adam  Hamilton,  moderator  ;  Samuel  Heart 
clerk.  Letters  from  the  churches  and  from  correfponding  affoci- 
aliens  were  read,  viz.  Philadelphia,  Shaftfbury  and  Stonington. 

There  are  16  churches  in  this  union,  confiding  of  801  members 
The  affociation  letter  in  three  pages  quarto,  is  written  on  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  grace. 

Thurfday,  Sermon  by  Elder  Calvin  Hulbert,  from  Amos,  iv.  12 
*  The  Danbury  Minutes  of  1790,  are  in  page  109,  See. 


(lattei 
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(latter  claufe)  “  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Ifrael.”  Letters 
to  the  correiponding  alTociations  were  read,  and  approved  of. 

Brother  Samuel  Whelpley’s  circular  letter  for  the  prefent  year, 
was  read,  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Elder  Halbert  appointed  to  prepaie  the  circular  letter  for  next 
year.  Supplies  for  deftitute  churches  were  fixed.  Elder  Seth 
Higby  appointed  to  preach  the  next  alTociation  fermon  ;  in  cafe 
of  failure  Elder  Roots.  Elders  Hamilton,  Higby,  and  Finch, 
appointed  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  New-York  convention  in 
the  behalf  of  this  alTociation  ;  and,  if  they  judge  it  eligible,  unite 
with  them  in  one  alTociation,  if  approved  of  by  the  convention. 
This  alTociation  to  be  held  the  3d  Wednefday  in  September  next, 
at  1  o’clock,  P.  M.  in  New-Hartford. 

The  Philadelphian  Baptist  Association,  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Odober  4,  5,  6,  1791.  Tuefday,  Odober  4,  1791,  at 
3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Oliver  Hart'  delivered  the  introdudory  fer¬ 
mon  from  2  Chronicles,  xxix.  35.  So  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  was  fet  in  order. 

After  worlhip,  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones 
was  chofen  moderator,  and  Rev.  John  Stancliff,  clerk. 

Letters  from  thirty-three  churches  were  read.  It  appeared 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  lall  year,  there  were  in  this  alTociation, 


Baptized  -  -  -  -  224 

Received  by  Letter  -  -  -  41 

Reftored  -  6 — 271 

Difmiffed  by  Letter  -  -  -  55 

Excluded  -  -  -  22 

Deceafed  -  -  -  60 — 137 
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On  Wednefday,  Odober  5,  tranfaded  the  various  bufinefs  of  the 
alTociation. 

Letters  from  the  correfponding  alTociations  of  Stonington, 
Shaftlbury  and  Danbury,  were  received  and  read.  A  copy  of  a 
neat  quarto  bible,  of  Mr.  Collins’s  impreffion,  was  laid  before  the 
alTociation,  by  Dr.  Rogers,  which  was  highly  approved  of,  and  it 
was  recommended  to  the  feveral  churches  and  individuals  of  the 
body,  to  patronize  To  laudable  an  undertaking. 

Dodor  Rogers  read  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Abraham  Booth,  of  London,  direded  to  himfelf,  in  which  was 
intimated  the  expediency  of  our  reconfidering  the  decilion  of  this 
alTociation  in  1788,  refpeding  the  invalidity  of  Baptifm  when 
adminiftered  by  an  unbaptized  perfon.  Agreed  to  refer  it  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  alTociation. 

The  churches  at  Scotch  Plains,  Canoe-Brook,  Pifcatav/a  and 
Morris-Town,  requelled  liberty  to  join  in  an  alTociation  at  New* 

T  4  York, 
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York,  fhouM  they  think  proper  :  Their  requefi:  was  granted,  and 
they  will  be  confidered  as  difmiffed  from  this  affociation,  when  re-  j 
ceived  by  that. 

Refolved,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  the  Rev.  Morgan 
Edwards,  Samuel  Miles,  Efq.  Thomas  Shields,  Efq.  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Rogers,  Rev.  Burgifs  Allifon,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Ufljck, 
be  a  committee  to  effectuate  the  incorporation  of  the  affociation 
by  charter. 

The  circular  letter,  compofed  by  Brother  Van  Horne,  having 
been  revifed  was  approved*. 

Rev.  Reune  Runyon  preached  in  the  evening,  from  Rom.iii.  24. 

Thurfday,  October  6,  proceeded  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 

The  letters  to  the  Stonington,  Shaftfbury  and  Danbury  affo- 
ciatious  were  read  and  approved. 

Reported,  that  during  the  paft  year  two  of  our  brethren  in 
the  miniftry  were  removed  by  death,  viz.  Rev.  John  Thomas, 
of  Hilltown,  Buck’s  county,  aged  79,  years,  and  Rev.  Abner 
Sutton,  of  Mount  Bethel,  New-Jerfey,  aged  46  years.  Dr. 
Jones  was  requefted^to  prepare  an  abftradt  from  the  proceedings 
of  this  affociation  of  thofe  particulars  which  are  moft  material  and 
important,  againfl  next  meeting  of  affociation.  The  affociation 
to  be  held  next  year  at  Philadelphia,  the  firft  Tuefday  in  October. 
Rev.  William  Van  Horne  is  appointed  to  preach  the  introductory 
fermon,  and  in  cafe  of  failure,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Rogers.  Rev. 
Jofhita  Jones  to  write  the  Circular  Letter.  Sermon  in  the  even¬ 
ing  by  Rev.  John  Boggs,  from  Matt.  xxii.  29. 

The  United  Baptist  Association,  formerly  called  the 
Kehukee  Affociation ,  holden  at  Davis’s  Meeting-houfe,  Halifax 
County,  North-Carolina. 

Satui  day  Odfober  9,  1790-}-.  The  introdu&ory  fermon  was 
preached  by  our  refpedtable  Brother  David  BarrowJ,  from  Luke 
xii.  15*  Take  heed  and  beware  of  covetouffnefs. 

Brother  Elifha  Battle  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  Le¬ 
muel  Burkitt,  clerk.  Brother  Samuel  Harrell,  affiftant-clerk. 

Letters  from  fifty-four  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates  enrolled. 

P.efolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  the  encouragement  of  itinerant  preaching.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  three  laymen  and  two  mmifters  were  appointed. 
Adjourned. 


*  It  is  an  agreeable  letter  on  perfeverance  in  Grace ,  near  four  pages  in  4to. 
but  the  narrow  limits  of  the  Regiiler  will  not  allow  11s  the  pleafure'  of  intro¬ 
ducing  it,  any  more  than  the  letter  of  the  former  year,  which  we  hoped  to 
infert.  Editor. 

f  The  former  minutes  of  1789,  may  be  feen  in  p.  98. 
t  I  Ls  gentleman  is  diftinguifhed  in  the  letter  by  Ef quire ,  and  fo  I  perceive 
are  feme  of  the  nieifengers.  Editor. 


Monday 
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Monday  morning,  061.  ii.  The  affociation  was  opened  by 
prayer;  a  church  on  Flatty-Creek,  in  Pafquotank  county;  a  church 
near  Wiccacon,  in  Bertie  and  Hertford  counties,  under  the  caie  ct 
Robert  Henry  ;  a  church  on  Sawyer’s  creek,  in  Camden  county, 
under  the  care  of  Thomas  Etheridge  ;  a  church  on  1  rent,  under 
the  care  of  John  Dillahuntv;  like  wife  a  church  on  Hadnot’s-creek, 
Carteret  county;  laftly,  a  church  in  Dobbs  county,  under  the  care 
of  Abraham  Baker,  petitioned  for  admiffion  into  this  ailociatioa: 
finding  them  poffefi'ed  of  the  requifite  qualifications,  they  were  re¬ 
ceived.  .  .r 

Colonel  Bryan,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  deviie  wavs 

and  means  for  the  encouragement  of  itinerant  preaching,  leportea, 
that  it  appeared  from  a  variety  of  circumitances,  that 
preaching  is  neceffary,  and  likely  to  be  followed  with  a  Helling, 
and  accordingly  fubmitted  a  plan  to  the  churches,  ol  winch  they 
were  delired  to  give  their  opinion  in  their  letters  to  the  next  ai- 

fociation.  .  .  -r  , 

The  circular  letter  on  SanBificallon ,  after  it  had  been  reviled, 

was  approved  of ;  it  makes  two  quarto  pages.  . 

Refolved,  that  the  bufinefs  of  dividing  the  affociation  betaken 
into  confideration.  After  a  long  deliberation  upon  the  fubjeit,  it 
was  refolved,  that  this  affociation  be  divided  into  two  di  ill  net  auo- 
ciations*,  and  that  the  itate  line  between  Virginia  and  North-Ca- 
rolina,  be  the  dividing  line  between  the  aflociations.  1  nat  each 
affociation  lhall  be  vifited  conftantly,  by  the  other,  by  two  dele¬ 
gates  with  a  letter  of  correfpondence,  and  that  Brother  Bunutt  and 
Brother  Read  be  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  affociation  at 

Rortfmouth,  in  May  next.  .  .  ^ 

That  the  next  North-Carolina  affociation  be  nolden  at  rlat- 
Swamp,  in  Pitt  county,  at  Brother  Page’s  meeting-houfe  on  the 
Saturday  before  the  fecond  Sunday  in  OHober,  1 791  *  hat  :j/c' 
ther  Rofs  be  appointed  to  write  the  circular  letter,  and  In  at  Mo¬ 
ther  Burkitt  be  appointed  to  preach  the  introductory  .eimon. 

The  minutes  of  this  affociation  enroll  fixty-one  churches,  m 
which  there  aie  5017  members. 

The  fame  affociation  met  at  Flat-Swamp  meeting-houfe^  Pitt 

county,  North-Carolina,  Saturday, ,  Oftober  8,  H91-  the  I?:trc' 
duCtovy  fermon  was  preached  by  Brother  Lemuel  burkitt,  irorn 
Rev.  xii.  3,  4.  And  there  appeared  another  wonder  m  heaven,  and 
behold ,  a  great  red  dragon,  having /even  heads,  and  ten  horns,  and  e- 
ven  crowns  upon  his  head .  And  his  tail  drew  t  :e  f,ju  par  oj  .e 
Jlars  of  heaven  ;  and  did  caft  them  to  the  eat  th . 

*  One  is  ft  vied  the  United  Baptift  Affociation,  formerly  called  the  Kehukee 
Affociation,  and  the  new  one  is  named  the  Virginia  Portsmouth  Affoc^ 
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Colonel  Nathan  Mayo  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  Le¬ 
muel  Burkitt,  clerk;  Brother  Jacob  Battle,  Efq.  affiftant-clerk. 

Letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of  the  de¬ 
legates  enrolled. 

A  letter  of  correfpondence  from  the  Portfmouth  alfociation  was 
read,  and  Brother  Barrow  and  Brother  Browne,  meffeno-ers  from 
that  alfociation,  were  received. 

On  motion,  refolved,  that  Brother  Burhitt,  Brother  Barrow, 
and  Brother  Read,  be  a  committee  to  revile  the  circular  letter. 

On  motion  made  by  Brother  Barrow,  feconded  by  Brother  Rofs, 
refolved,  that  the  faid  committee,  with  the  addition  of  Col.  Brvan 
and  Brother  Baker,  be  appointed  to  conlider  Rev.  Mr.  Rippon’s 
plan,  .or  printing  the  Baptilt  Annual  Regiiter,  and  make 
report. 

The  alfociation  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  8  o’clock. 

Monday  Morning,  October  10,  1791.  Brother  Silas  Mercer, 
from  Georgia,  being  prefent,  was  invited  to  a  feat  in  this  alfo- 
eiation. 

A  newly  conftituted  church  on  Morattock  creek,  in  Tyrrel 
county;  a  church  at  Mattamufkeet;  another  on  Little-Contentney ; 
laftly,  a  church  on  Bear-Marlh,  petitioned  for  admilfion  into  this 
alfociation,  and,  on  examination,  they  were  received. 

“  Brother  Burkitt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confider 
the  propofals  for  publilhing  the  Baptilt  Annual  Regilter,  by  Rev. 
John  Rippon,  of  London,  reported,  that  having  examined  the 
plan,  we  give  it  as  our  opinion,  that  fuch  a  laudable  work  ought 
to  be  encouraged  ;  and  we  recommend  it  to  the  alfociation  to  ap¬ 
point  a  certain  perfon  or  perfons  to  collect  the  requilite  materi¬ 
als  ;  and  that  the  alfociation  do  agree  to  take  fifty  copies  of  the 
laid  Regifter.  The  alfociation  concurred  with  the  report.” _ 

Refolved,  that  Brother  Burkitt  be  appointed  to  collect  the  ma¬ 
terials,  and  tranfmit  them  to  Brother  Richards,  at  Baltimore. 

The  confutation  of  the  alfociation,  which  was  made  at  White- 
field’s  meeting-houfe,  O&ober,  1789*,  before  the  divifion  took 
place,  was  adopted  by  the  alfociation,  with  fuch  alterations  as 
were  neceffarv,  conliftent  with  the  divifion. 

The  churches  were  advifed  to  fall  on  fome  meafure  to  encourage 
itinerant  preaching. 

Refolved,  that  Brother  Read  be  appointed  to  write  the  circular 
letter  for  the  next  alfociation,  and  that  the  fubjebt  be,  The  doBrine 
of  original fin .  That  Brother  Rofs  be  appointed  to  preach  the  in¬ 
troductory  fermon  ;  and  that  divine  fervice  begin  on  Saturday,  at 
1 1  o’clock.  A,  M. 

And,  that  the  next  alfociation  be  hclden  at  Brother  Baker’s 
meeting-houfe,  in  Dobbs  county,  on  Bear-creek,  the  Saturday 
before  the  fecund  Sunday  in  October,  1792. 

*  See  page  98th  of  the  Regifter. 
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There  are  now  in  this  union  of  forty-three  churches,  3322  mem¬ 
bers.  The  aifociation  letter,  of  about  two  quarto  pages,  is  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  maintenance  of  mlniflers  by  their  people. 

New- York,  April  12,  1791.  Agreeably  to  a  letter  received 
from  the  firft  Baptift-church  in  the  city  of  New-York,  propoling 
a  conference  on  the  fubjed  ol  forming  a  new  aifociation  of  the 
churches  adjacent  to  faid  city,  upon  the  plan  and  principles  of 
the  aifociation  of  Philadelphia,  the  reprefentatives  of  feven  of 
the  adjacent  churches  alfembled.  A  fermon  was  preached  by 
Brother  Reune  Runyon,  on  lfaiah  xl.  1. 

Brother  Fofter  then  opened  the  conference  by  prayer.  Bro¬ 
ther  Runyon  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  W.  \  an  Home, 
clerk.  A  committee  were  appointed  to  bring  in  an  effay  of  a 
plan  for  the  propofed  aifociation,  and  repoit  to-moirow  at  10 
o’clock  :  Adjourned.  Sermon  in  the  evening  by  B.  Van  Horne, 
on  1  John  v.  19. 

April  13.  The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  plan  for  an 
aifociation,  reported  with  other  things,  that  the  propofed  aifoci¬ 
ation  be  ityled  the  AJfoclatlon  of  New-2  ork. — — 

And  that  they  approve  the  Baptift  confellion  of  faith,  adopted 
and  held  by  the  aifociation  of  Philadelphia,  as  happily  exprelfmg 
the  fentiments  contained  in  the  holy  Scriptures  of  divine  truth, 
which  are  the  only  certain  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

The  plan  was'  adopted,  and  it  was  agreed  to  meet  again  in  New- 
York,  the  3d  Wednefday  in  Odober  next,  at  2  o’clock.  P.  M. 
in  order  to  proceed  further  in  forming  an  allociation,  if  it.  then 
fhould  be  thought  expedient.  Appointed  Brother  Benjamin 
Poller  to  open  the  next  conference  meeting  by  a  fermon.  The 
brethren  enjoyed  a  very  agreeable  interview,  and  were  very  unani¬ 
mous  in  their  deliberations. 


New-York,  Odober  19*  20,  and  21,  179^*  "Wednefday, 
O  6!ober  19,  1791-  Agreeably  to  an  appointment  of  a  convention 
of  churches,  by  their  melfengers,  in  the  city,  of  New-York,  on  the 
1 2th  of  April  laid,  again  to  meet  in  the  laid  city,  on  the  third 
Wednefday  of  G£lober  enfuing,  at  2  o’clock,  P.  M.  in  order,  if  it 
fhould  then  be  thought  expedient,  further  to  proceed  in  terming 
an  aifociation,  melfengers  from  feveral  of  the  churches  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  alfembled.  Public  worlhip  was  attended,  and  Brother 
Fofter  preached  on  the  occafion,  from  Daniel  xii.  4.  But  thou,  0 
Daniel,  font  up  the  words,  and  feal  the  hock ,  even  to  the ’  time  oj  toe 
end:  Many  fail  run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  fall  he  wereafe*. 

Brother  Holmes  was  chofen  moderator,  and  lb  other  .  f  ollei 
clerk.  Some  account  was  given  of  matters  connected  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  convention.  .  r  .. 

Brother  Holmes  preached  in  the  evening,  from  Pfalm  cxxip  9° 
Bccaufe  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  thy  Cod  1  will  feek  thy  good. 


Met 
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Met  on  Thurfday  morning-,  October  20.  Letters  from  the 
churches  were  read. 

After  this  the  plan  of  a  new  Aifociation,  which  already  had 
been  fubmitted  to  the  churches  for  their  examination,  was  read 
and  confidered. 

One  melfenger  from  each  church  was  chofen,  to  conlider  what 
amendments  to  the  propoled  plan  might  be  expedient  ;  and  alfo 
to  attend  to  a  proper  mode  of  proceedure  in  conllituting  the 
churches,  reprefented  for  that  purpofe,  a  body  united  in  alfo- 
ciation.  In  the  afternoon  the  committee  appeared,  and  made 
their  report.  The  plan  as  now  amended  was  read,  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  and  then  figned  by  the  mefTengers  of  the  churches. 

The  churches,  by  their  reprefentatives,  prefenting  themfelves  be- 
fore  the  moderator,  were  pronounced  by  him  to  be  an  alfociated 
body.  The  moderator  then  prayed,  and  after  prayer  gave  to  the 
mefifengers  the  right-hand  of  fellowship,  which  was  followed  with 
mutual  congratulations. 


Brother  Winehel  preached  in  the  evening,  from  Ezek.  xxxvii.  4. 
0  ye  dry  hones ,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Met  on  Friday  morning,  October  2  r.  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  and 
minute  of  the  Danbury  aifociation,  propofing  a  coalition  of  the 
two  in  one  aifociation ;  contidering  the  local  iituation  of  the 
churches,  and  the  tendency  fuch  an  union  might  have  to  render 
ihe  proceedings  of  the  body  too  complex,  conclude  it  would  be 
inexpedient  ;  but  that  every  brotherly  attention  and  correfpond- 
ence  between  the  two  alfociation-s  fhould  be  promoted. 

The  next  aifociation  is  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New- York,  the 
laid  Wednefday  in  the  enfuing  Oftober.  The  introductory  fermon 
is  to  be' preached  by  Brother  William  Van  Horne,  and  in  cafe  of 
failure  by  Brother  Elkanah  Holmes.  The  circular  letter  is  to  be 


prepared  bv  Brother  Samuel  Dodge. 

The  minutes  of  this  aifociation  do  not  include  their  numbers;  the 
circular  letter  is  about  twenty  lines. 


The  Charleston  Association,  held  at  the  Welch  Neck, 
Pedee,  November  5B1 — 9th,  1791. 

Employed  Saturday  and  the  Lord’s-Day  in  an  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  of  public  worfhip. 

On  Monday  the  7th  inftant,  the  introduftory  fermon  was  deli¬ 
vered  by  Rev.  Henry  Holcombe,  from  Ifarah  liii.  1.  Who  hath 

believed  our  report  ? 

Letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of  the  mef- 
ferigers  enrolled.  Rev.  Evan  Pugh  was  chofen  moderator,  and 
Rev.  Richard  Furman,  clerk. 

Letters  and  minutes  were  received  and  read,  from  the  following 
correfponding  affociations  ;  the  Philadelphia,  Warren,  and  Bethel, 
on  the  continent;  and  the  Kent  and  SufTex  aifociation  in  Great - 
Britain  ;  ailo  a  letter  and  minutes  from  the  general  committee  of 

united 
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united  13 apt  1ft  churches  in  Virginia,  and  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Le¬ 
muel  Burkitt,  enclofing  minutes  of  the  Kehukey  aftociation,  and 
another  packet  with  minutes  of  the  middle  Diftrid  aftociation, 

fouth  of  James  River.  .  .  .  .  rc  .  c  r 

Tbe  clerk  prefented  the  aftociation  with  ufty  copies  oi  a  iermon, 

published  by  him  at  their  requeft,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks 
jof  the  aftociation,  prefented  by  the  moderator.  Appointed 
brethren  to  write  to  the  correfponding  affociations. 

A  church  on  Deep-creek,  confifting  of  50  members,  which  was 
conftituted  about  twelve  years  ago,  made  application  by  letter  and 
two  meffenorers,  for  admiffion  into  this  aftociation  ;  and  on  iatis- 

faftion  being  obtained,  refpecting  their  faith  and  order,  were 
•  « 

received*  , 

Quenq  from  the  church  in  the  lower  fork  of  Lynch  s  creek. 

Canany  method  be  fallen  upon,  to  regulate  the  ordination  of  mi- 
nifters,  fo  as  to  prevent  tbe  too  hafty  laying  on  of  hands  on  candi¬ 
dates  for  that  office  ?  Anfwer,  let  tbe  churches  be  careful  in  the 
firft  inftance,  to  introduce  no  perfons  into  this  flation,  but  inch 
who  afford  good  evidence,  that  they  are  truly  pious  and  of  pro- 
jnifmcr  gifts°:  Let  them  u'fe  every  rational  and  proper  means  for 
their  improvement,  and  in  bringing  them  to  ordination  we  adviie 
they  call  in  the  affiftance  of  at  leaft  two,  but  ratnerthiee,  of  the 
minifters  in  union,  who  are  moil  generally  efteemedin  the  churches 

for  piety  and  abilities.  '  _  ,  ,  ,  r 

Mr.  Furman,  as  chairman  to  the  committee  of  the  churches  tor 

conduding  tliebuftnefs  of  a  fund*,  agreeable  to  a  r.efolve  of  laft  year, 
reported,  That  the  committee  had  a  fyftem  of  rules  under  conii- 
deration,’  which  were  not  yet  matured ;  that  they^  had  agreed, 
when  the  rules  were  compleated,  to  apply  to  the  legiilature  ior  in¬ 
corporation  ;  and  that  they  conceived  it  might  be  proper  for  the 
churches  to  inveft  the  committee  with  power  to  recover  and  take 
into  their  poffeffion  all  glebes  or  other  property  belonging  to 
.churches  of  this  connedion,  which  either  are,  or  may  become,  ex- 
tind,  when  liable  to  revert  to  the  public,  or  become  private  pro¬ 
perty  ;  and  apply  the  fame  to  the  interefts  of  the  union  ;  m  which 
they  deftred  tbe  concurrence  of  the  aftociation.  Alio,  that  tin. 
colledions  from  the  churches  prefented  at  this  meeting,  amounted 
to  C7/.  16s.  I  id.  The  aftociation  took  up  this  fubjed,  and  after 
debate,  agreed  unanimoufly,  that  the  propofalhas  the  approbation 
of  this  body,  both  with  refped  to  the  fubjed  of  incorporation,  and 
enlarging  the  defign  of  the  committee.  Agreed  farther,  that  due  care 
ought  to  be  taken  to  have  the  bufineis  of  the  committee  and 
their  powers  fully  defined,  and  that  they  do  not  interfere  with  the 
referved  rights  and  privileges  of  the  churches,  as  independent  00- 
dies,  cither  in  things  fpiritual  ortempoial. 

*  A  fund  for  afliiling  pious  young  men  in  their  fludies,  &c.  it  is  mentioned 
In  pages  lot  and  113  d  tfie  Regiiler. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Matthew  M‘CulIers  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Holcombe,  as 
a  proper  object  for  tne  churches  bounty  ;  who,  after  examination, 
was  approved.  Mr.  Furman  is  dcfired  to  contrad  for  his  educa¬ 
tion,  and  fuperintend  the  fame.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Furman 
agreed,  that  fhould  it  be  found  neceffary,  a  part  of  the  money 
coileded  for  this  year,  (hall  be  applied  toward  the  education  of 
the  ion  of  the  late  Rev.  Jofeph  Cook,  who  is  hereafter  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  whether  he  comes  within  the  defcription  of  perfons  de- 
%ned  to  be  benefited  by  this  inftitution. 

The  church  at  Cafhaway  having  removed  their  feat  of  wor¬ 
ship,  their  delegates  requefted  that  they  may  be  in  future  known 

y  name  of  the  church  at  Mount  Pleafant ;  which  was  agreed 
to.  ° 

Mr.  Moderator,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  members,  propofed, 
1  hat  tins  affociation  do  teftify  their  approbation  of  the  fermon 
delivered  by  Mr.  Holcombe  at  the  opening  of  bufinefs,  and  re- 
quelt  a  copy  for  the  prefs,  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and 
the  requeft  accordingly  prefented.  Appointed  Mr.  Furman  to 
write  the  circular  letter  for  the  enfuingyear,  and  that  the  fubiedl 
be  an  anfwer  to  the  following  queftion.  “  In  what  relation  do  the 
children  of  church  members  ftand  to  the  church  :  And  what  me¬ 
thod is  moft  advifeable  to  be  purfued  with  refpedl  to  them,  both 
tor  their  own  fpiritual  benefit  and  the  general  interefts  of  reli- 
gion  ?”  Agreed,  that  the  next  feffion  of  aftbeiation  be  at  Coofa- 
w  hate  me,  the  Saturday  before  the  firft  Lord’s  day  in  November 
next  ;  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford  to  preach  the  fermon,  or,  in  cafe  of 
failure,  Rev.  Alexander  Scott. 


A  CATALOGUE 


(  3°3  ) 

* 

> 

A 

CATALOGUE  OF  THE 

•  \ 

PROFESSORS  AND  MINISTERS 

AMONG  THE 

« 

BAPTISTS, 


WITHIN,  AND  OUT  OF  THE 

UNITED  NETHERLANDS, 

INCLUDING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THEIR  ASSOCIATIONS. 

CORRECTED  TO  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  YEAR  1791* 


rrRE  Eaptifts,  (if  we  except  the  Switzers,  who  {hall  he  mentioned  in  their 
A  place,)  and  feme  old  *  Flemings,  fo  far  make  an  united  Chriftian  Society, 
that  the  Members  of  their  particular  Churches,  upon  a  certificate,  are  mu¬ 
tually  and  repeatedly  admitted  to  the  JLord’s  Supper  with  one  another ; 
though  they  are  ftill  divided  into  diftimft  houfeholds  in  fqpe  places,  and  fume 
Hill  bear  the  names  of  Waterlanders,  Frieflanders,  and  Flemings,  from  feme 
old,  and  now  worn  out,  differences  about  little  things,  which  were  the  occafions 
of  thefe  denominations. 

In  the  North  Quarter,  there  are  yearly  three  Affociations  held. 

Of  the  Sunnists,  or  United  Flemish  and  Watert.anpish,  (except  fome 
Miniflers,  peculiar  for  this,  that  they  do  not  confine  themfelves  to  the  Churthes 
which  belong  to  this  Society,)  are  enumerated  the  following  forty  Churches: 
Amfterdam,  the  Church  of  the  Sun  ;  Wormer  and  Jifp,  Dort,  the  north 
end  of  Graft  and  Ryp,  Uitgeeft,  Knollendam,  Krommenitdyk,  Marken- 
binnen,  Aalfmeer,  No.  1.  Baiingerhorn,  Oude  Zyp  by  Petten,  Oude  Sluys 
and  Schagerbrug,  the  lip,  New  Niedorp,  Hazardfwoude,  at  the  Uithoorn, 
Enkhuifen,  Kampen,  ICoog  and  Zaandyk,  Hoorn,  \K  ormerveer  on  tire 
north,  Alkmaar,  Zwol,  Embdem,  Weftzaan  on  the  north,  Purmerend,  Blok- 
zyl,  No.  2.;  Hamburg  and  Akona,  Edam,  Ouddorp  on  Goedereede,  Almelo, 
Enl'chede,  Medenblik,  Middelharnis,  Giethoorn  fouth  fide,  the  jouwer  in  the 
new  Houle ;  Veendam  ’s  Heerenveen,  the  Knype,  and  Zuidveen  in  the  new 
Houfe. 

This  Aflociation  is  holden  at  Amfterdam  once  in  two  years,  on  a  Wednefday 
in  Mry;  the  regulation  of  which,  as  well  as  the  decinon  of  any  important  af¬ 
fair  in  the  Churches,  is  left  to  the  College  of  the  Sun  at  Amfterdam. 

In  the  Frieslandish  Society,  which  is  holden  the  ad  Wednefday  in  June, 
the  following  nineteen  Churches  are  regiftered  in  this  order  :  Hoorn,  Alkmaar 

*  Of  the  old  Flemifh  Churches,  the  feven.followinjr  ftand  in  covenant  with  each  other,  viz. 
Giethoorne  Northfuie,  Zuideyeen  old  Houie,  Dantzig,  No.  X  )  all  the  lour  quarters  at  Marien* 
burg,  upon  Hiboden,  Bluing,  and  Konirgsberg. 

in 
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in  tlie  Ridderftreet,  Zaandam  old  Hotife  ;  Wormervcer  on  the  fouth,  Amfter- 
dam  the  Church  of  the  Sun*;  Edam,  Medenblik,  Twifk  and  Abbekerk, 
Weftzaan  on  the  fouth;  Ooflhuizen,  Middelie  and  Axwyk  the  Burg  the 
Waall  and  Oofterend  on  the  Texel ;  Old  Niedorp,  Wieringen,  I.ange  and  Koe- 
dyk,  Barzingerhorn  and  Colhorn,  Venhuifen,  Huifduineu  and  the  Helder, 
Aalfmeer,  No.  i. 

The  following  thirty-one  Churches  belong  to  the  Waterlandish  Society  : 
Hoem,  Medenblik,  Enkhuifen,  Edam,  Monnikendam,  Alkmaar  on  the  Ko- 
ningfweg,  Purmercnd,  the  Up,  Diirgerdam,  Wormer  and  Jifp,  the  Ryp,  north 
end  of  Graft  and  Ryp,  Weftzaandam  new  Houle,  Oollzaandam,  the  Koog, 
Weftzaan  on  tire  north;  Wormervcer  on  the  north ;  Krommenie,  Kromme- 
niedyk,  Marken  binnen,  Uitgeeil,  Weflgraftdyk,  Ooffgraftdyk,  New  Nie- 
dorp,  Barzingerhorn  and  the  Wieringerwaard,  the  Oudelluis,  the  Zuidzyp 
by  Petten,  Huifduinen  and  the  Helder,  the  Burg  the  Wall  and  Oofterend, 
the  Hoorn  on  the  1  exel,  and  Vliciand. 

Thel'e  thirty-one  Churches  are  now  in  covenant  with  one  another,  and  hold 
a  yearly  meeting  in  the  Ryp  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  Auguil,  to  conlult  upon 
theneceflary  affairs  of  the  Society,  at  which  AlTociation,  however,  no  Minifters 
appear. 

At  the  yearly  AlTociation,  which  is  holden  on  the  la  ft  Wednefday  or 
Thurfday  in  July,  all  the  Churches  before  mentioned  are  regiftered,  except 
Edam  and  Alkmaar,  who  have  declln  d.  This  AlTociation  provides  for  the 
turns  of  preaching  where  there  is  no  Minifter,  and,  at  prefent,  mutual  ex¬ 
changes  are  kept  up  in  the  eight  following  Churches  :  Oollzaandam,  Ooft- 
graftdyk,  Wormer  veer,  the  Ryp,  Wormer  and  Jifp,  Krommenie,  Weftzaa- 
nen  and  Monnikendam. 

The  Old  Flemish  Society,  which  fometlmes  meets  at  Groningen,  is  divided 
into  four  clafits:  lit,  Borne,  Hcngelo,  Deventer.  2d,  Groningen  in  the  Bo- 
tering-ftreet,  Ylft,  SnSek  New  Houfe,  Knype  and  Mildam.  3d,  Sapmeer, 
Noordbroek,  Beerta,  Appingadam,  Neuftadgodens.  4th,  Ulrum  and 
Houwerzyl,  Rafquert,  Leermens,  Lopperfum,  Zyldyk,  Uithuifen.  The 
Church  in  the  Culml'che,  on  the  Kunpad  and  Przekowiki,  and  Brenkenholfs- 
wulde  arid  Erantzriuul,  (which  three  Churches  belong  to  this  Society,)  were 
iiot  regiftered  on  account  of  their  diftance. 


*  The  jyffociation  is  held  yearly  at  one  or  thefe  five  Churches,  to  that  ;t  com«  to  each  e£ 
them  or.ee  m  five  years. 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS,  I79I. 


IN  THE 


UNITED  NETHERLANDS ; 


AND 


GENERALITIES  LANDS 


IN  THE 


PROVINCE  OF  HOLLAND, 

IN  THE  SOUTH  QUARTER. 


Is* 


1758 


1760 
1762  . 
1767 


^Afsriiiei^ikr. 

In  the  Church  by  the  Lamb  and  Lower. 

PROFESSOR. 

GERARD  Heffelink,  A.  M. 

&  Ph.  Dr.  Lheol.  Is*  Fh.  Prof. 

1781,  1786 

PREACHERS. 

Gerard  van  Heyningen,  A.  M. 

IS*  Ph.  Dr.  1739.  (*) 

Allard  Hulftioff,  A.  M. 

Ph.  Dr. 

William  de  Vos,  1759, 

Hoito  Tichelaar,  1765, 

PROPONENT.! 

Peter  Feenftra 

Nicholas  Klopper,  1 764, formerly 
Minfer  of  Harlingen ,  refigned  1786 

In  the  Church  of  the  Sun, 

John  Couwenhovcn 
Arnold  Henry  van  Gelder 
Abraham  Tieicman,  1767, 

Preaching  Jilin  if  ers  of  the  old 
Flemifh  Church  3 
Cornelius  Focking  * 

John  Chriftian  Sepp 

Settled  Minifers  of  this  Church, % 
Peter  van  Dyk  Jansz ,  I754>  re~ 
figaed  1787 

Cornelius  Simons,  1 755 >  refgned  1789 


HAARLEM. 


1736 

1762 
176a. 

1763 


I79I 


1754 

1780 

1790 


1769 

1781 


*  The  date  fet  after  fome  names,  (hews  when  the  preacher  went  to  his  firft  fituation. 
t  It  feems  that  Proponent,  in  this  liu,  mean3  Probationer,  anlwenng  very  much  to  the 

*?  S«fild  Mto Se?,e raid,  0„e  who,  by  «*.  of  «.  «  taUrntty.  1* 

«f  preaching,  but  who  receives  his  itipend.  JAL* 


Age  Wynalda 
Nicholas  van  der  Horfl 
Peter  Loosjes,  Adriaanfz 
Cornelius  Loosjes,  Adriaanfz 
Bernard  Hartman  van  Groningen  1770 

Minifers  of  Utrecht  formerly , 
Abraham  Wynands,  1 7  7  7 ,  refgned  1785 
Cornelius  de  Vries,  1771  refgned ,  1786 


LET  DEN. 

John  Kops,  Jacobifz  1 7 88 

John  van  Geuns,  A.  M.  Th. 

Doti.  1789 

Cornelius  van  Engelen,  1764, 
formerly  Minfer  of  lluizen^  re¬ 
fgned  17^  9 

ROLLERDAM. 

Jflhn  Menalda  1 77* 

fcempo  Dam  I 773 

Witfius  Sytfes  Hoekftra  1786 

Daniel  Hovens,  1770,  formerly 
Minfer  of  Leyden ,  refigned  I 

GOUDA 

Is  f applied  by  the  Minfer  of  Ha- 
za-rdfwoude. 

DQRL. 

Adam  Abrahamfz  vanMoerbeek  1 749 


. 
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AALSMEER  and  UIT HOORN. 


Two  Churches. 

Cornelius  Schermer,  1770,  179° 

AALSMEER. 

1. 

John  Cornelius  Oor,  Elder  17^4 

William  Arnold  Vreeke  1788 

Gerard  Dirkfe  Bol  1788 

Vreek  Arnold  Vreeke  1788 


2. 

Vacant. 


HAZARDSWOUDE. 
ArisBaas  17^ 

HUIZEN. 

Leonard  Klein  1 7BS 

On  the  If  and  OVERVLAKKEE , 
MIDDELHARNIS. 
Abraham  Terfier  177] 

On  the  IJland  GOEDEREEDE , 
Or/DO^R. 

Henry  Tymens  177S 


IN  THE  NORTH  QUARTER 

I.  KENNEMERELAND. 
ALKMAAR  on  the  Koningfwcg 


and  in  the  Ridderfreet.  Two 
Churches. 

John  ten  Cate  1783 

The  RTF. 

Peter  Hartman  1780 

North  End  of  GRAFT"  and  Rh  P . 
Roger  Bofch  178^ 

OOSTGRAF  T DTK  and  IVES  T- 
G  RAFT  DTK.  Two  Churches. 

Jacob  van  Zanen  17 83 

MARKENBINNEN, 

Is  fometimes  j 'applied  hy  Mir  ijlers 
of  other  Churches. 

K  ROM ME  ATE. 

Richard  Max.  I76j 

KNOLLENDAM  and  KROM- 
MENIEDTK.  Two  Churches. 

Simon  Kalverboer  1786 

WORMERVEER , 

On  the  South. 

Arnold  van  Groenou  1780 

On  the  North. 

Albert  Vrijer  1 7,70 

1V0RMER  and  JISP, 

Two  Churches. 

Nicholas  Yp  1743 

KOOG  and  Z  A  AN  DTK. 

Peter  van  Dokkenburg  1770 

John  ViHec  a  7 83 


OOSTZAANDAM. 


Anthony  van  der  Os  176 

Henry  van  V oorft:  1771 

WESTZAANDAMy 

New  Hotfe. 

Henry  van  G elder  178 

Peter  Beets  1781 

In  the  Old  II oof c. 

Anthony  de  Vries  1 7 7: 

Tcedfo  J aides  de  Hoop  177 

WESTZAAN. 

On  the  South. 

Gerbrand  Valter  178' 

On  the  North. 

John  Cornelius  Baas,  1737,  Set¬ 
tled  M infer,  I  78 

William  Bruin  178! 

BE  BERWYN. 

Vacant. 

UITGEESr. 


The  fame  as  Marhenbinncn. 

At  the  Mennonites  Neighbourhood , 
in  the  South  ZTP,  and  the  Old 
ZTP  by  Petten. 

Simon  Grin  178, 

* 

At  the  OLD  SLUISy 

Arits  Heynits  1791 

h UISDU IN E N and  the  UELDER. 
Peter  van  dsr  By  1791 


If.  WATER 


IN  HOLLAND*  1791. 
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II.  WATERLAND. 


M0NN1KENDAM, 
John  Nieuwenhuyzen 
EDAM. 

Vacant. 

PURMEREND. 

‘The fame  as  Markenbinnen . 

In  the  I LP. 

John  Simons  de  Vries 


1771 


1781 


^  DURKERDAM. 

The fame  as  Markenbinnen. 

MIDDELIE  and  AXWYCK. 
John  Slot  1737 

Peter  Groot  1747 

Henry  Blaauw  178a 

The  DEEMSTER  andOOSTHUI- 
ZEN. 

Jacob  Hartog  1764 


III.  WESTFRIESLAND. 


IWORN. 

Jacob  Pieterfz  Spis  177 5 

Peter  Mol  1789 

ENKHUTZEN. 

John  Peter  Standee  179° 

MEDENBLIK. 

JohnJonker  1783 

VENHUIZEN, 

Arnold  Fyn  177 3 

TWISK  and  ABBEKERK. 
Cornelius  de  Bleyker  I77° 


OLD  NIEDORP. 

The fame  (is  Markenbinnen. 

IV.  THE 

On  WIERINGEN. 
HTPOLITUSHOEF  and  the  STROE. 
James  van  Moerbeek  1787 

On  the  TEXEL. 

The  BURG ,  the  V/AAL ,  and 
OOStEREND. 

Sytze  Hoekdra  Hidzertsz,  1 7 77>  I79° 
The  HOORN. 

Tjalling  Gerbens  van  Grouw  1 7 70 

On  VL1ELAND. 
OOSTEREND . 

Adrian  Vryer  1778 

On  the  SCHELL1NG, 

WESTEREND . 

1. 

Vacant. 


NEVA  NIEDORP . 

The  fame  as  Markenbinnen » 
BARSINGERHORN  and  KOL- 


&ORN. 

Nicholas  Stuurman  17^4 

BARSINGERHORN  and  the 
WIERINGERWAARD ,  er 
NEW  ZTP. 

Yzebrand  Arits  Pau  1 7^3 

LANGEDTK  and  KOEDTK. 

John  Hand  I751 

Nicholas  Hellingman  1783 

ISLANDS. 

2. 

Eelke  Reins,  1782.,  *79® 

On  AMELAND. 

NES  and  HOLLUM. 

Paul  Simons  de  Vries  *7^9 

NES  and  BALLUM  *. 

Henry  Keimpes,  Elder  *73° 

John  Jakobs Kat,  1762,  refgned,  1777 
Tjepke  Leendertz  1767 

Arnold  Abels  Venema  1789 

NES,  BALLUM,  and  HOLLUM. 

Taeke  Gerrits,  1762,  Settled 
Minifer  1 7  75 

Jacob  Jobs,  i7 Elder  1 769 

Chriftian  Botes,  1773,  Elder  1780 


*  This  Church  on  Ameland,  and  the  Churches  in  Gromnger.land,  as 1  at  Peter  y>  V d 

Hoorn,  at  Wini'um,  in  the  Wildervank,  at  Wefterembden,  ana  in  Homfteiiand,  hoki  an  auo. 
ciatien  at  Groningenlaad,  on  Wbit-Monday. 


V  % 


Gerard 


BAPTIST  CHURCHES  IN  UTRECHT, 


3«S 

Gerard  Ages 
Jacob  Haijes 


1773  Cornelius  Sorgdrager 

1778  Lambert  Willemsz  178 % 


IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  UTRECHT. 

UTRECHT. 

John  Hoekflra  1785  Peter  Brouwer  1787 


IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ZEELAND. 

ON  THE  ISLAND  WALCHEREN. 

MIDDELBURG.  VLISSINGEN. 

Eke  Menalda  1784  Gerloff  Rekker 

SikkoRekker  1790 

ON  THE  ISLAND  SCHOUWEN. 
ZIERIKZEE. 

Samuel  Tak,  Adriaanfz  1 7 65 


ON  THE  ISLAND  ZUID  BEVEL  AND. 
GOES. 

Vacant. 


W9 


IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  FRIESLAND. 

Divided  into  Four  Claffes. 

The  great  aflbciation  is  always  holden  at  Leeuwaarden  the  firll  Friday  after 
Whitfuntide,  in  which  the  Church  of  Groningen  in  the  Pelfter  and  Hardcr- 
inger  flreets,  belonging  to  the  Second  Clafs,  is  alfo  reckoned.  The  feparate 
ClaiTes  feldom  fit,  and  only  upon  remarkable  occafions.  The  Fourth  Clafs 
alone  affemble  yearly  at  Hindelopen,  eight  days  before  the  great  aflbciation, 
when  their  letter's  axe  fent. 


FIRST 

CLAS  S. 

FRANEKER. 

James  He-fleling 

1753 

Peter  Stinftra  1771 

Nicholas  Koopmans 

177a 

Peter  Brouwer,  1785,  formerly 
Preacher  ofLeeii'u.'aarden ,  refigned  1787 

Abraham  Staal 

bglswaard. 

1788 

HARLINGEN . 

In  the  Old  Church. 

Simon  Menalda 

1789 

Heere  Oefterbaan,  Elder,  Th.  and 

Ph.  Brof.  1786 

St.  ANNAKERK ,  and 
OLD  B1LDZTL. 

at  the 

Matthias  van  Geuns  Janfz  1787 

LEEUWAARDEN. 

Richard  Pieters 

HALLUM. 

1754 

Nicholas  TigDr  17J0 

John  Uilkens 

BLESSUM. 

3C9 


Zealand,  and  friesland,  1791. 


BLESSUM, 
Jochem  Jans 
Sjoerd  Laafes  Roorda 

BELKUM. 

Gerben  Kornelifz.  van  Grouw 
KROMWAL. 
Thomas  Jetzes  Schuurman 
Laur.nce  Joukcs  Schildilra 


177° 

1771 

27s  3 

1?  qc> 

1774 


John  Thomas  Schuurman 
Taeke  Thomas  Schuurman 

PINJUM  and  ARUM. 
‘Tivo  Churches , 

Are  fupplitd  by  the  PI  infer  of 
marfurn ,  „  . 

WIT  MAR  SUM. 

Tjebbe  Wynalda 


1774 

1774 


Wit- 


175° 


SECOND  CLASS. 


DOKKUM. 

Bennet  Tjallings  -  17^8 

liOLWER  and  at  the  VISBUURl » 
under  TERNAARD. 

Herman  Williams  Jaarfma  1744 

James  Bottes,  1773 ,  Settled  Min.  1778 
Freerk  Hoekftra  -  i7^6 

KOLLUM  and  BVITENPOST. 

Sjoerd  Thomas  -  *759 

KOLLUMMER  ZWAAG. 

Y  scant,  yet  is  fupplied  by  Ejeerd  Geerts 
JVEmiJier  at  D autumn'll' olden. 


DANTUMAWOLDEN \ 

Reitfe  Sakes  *  -  I 75® 

7'jeerd  Geerts  -  -  175^  *■ 

Yme  Lammerts  -  -  177^ 

Uilke  Reitjes  -  -  1781 

VEENWOLDEN. 

Gofle  Alles  -  -  17 5° 

ZUIDER  HUISTER  VEEN . 

Eilert  Wynalda  -  -  175® 

Yde  Wynalda  -  -  1782 

WIT  VEEN  and  the  ROTTE  VALLE. 

Rinfe  Hendriks  -  -  1744 

Ieble  Engberts  -  -  1781 


th  ird 

SNEEK. 

In  the  Old  Houfe, 

Albert  van  Delden  -  1 77 3 

YL  S  T 

Jclle  Sipkes  van  Teerns  -  J771 

SLOTEN  and  in  the  LFGEMEER. 
T 1 vo  Churches , 

Vacant. 

THE  AOUER. 

In  the  Old  Houje , 


Gjoldt  Hylkes  -  *743 

Cornelius  Meintes  ~  1780 

Inne  Wouters  -  17^° 

Ulbe  Dirks  -  *  1780 


HEERENVEEN . 

Gentius  Wybrandi,  1782,  Re- 
figned  -  “  1 7  8  S 

John  van  Kalker  -  *7 83 

Henry  Wybes  de  Vries,  I7^5> 
formerly  Preacher  of  Blokzy l  re¬ 
jig  ned  “  1782 

The  KNYPE  or  NIEITWBRON- 
GERGA. 

Folkert  Klaafea  -  1788 

AndriesScheltus Cuperius,  1782,  1790 

B  A  L  K. 

Ruurd  Symons,  Elder 

Hinne  lieerts 


CLASS. 


WOUDSEND. 

Uilke  Johannes  Stinne  1769 

IRN  UM  and  POP  PING  AWIER. 

Vacant. 

At  the  HORNE. 

Gerben  Frankes  1783 

WAR  REG  A. 

Sjoerd  Wybrens  Wartena  *777 

John  Pieters  van  Warga  1777 

John  Pieters  van  Huiflum  1777 

GROUW. 

In  the  Great  Houfe. 

Ruurd  Gerbens  van  Grouw  17^3 

Tako  Kuiper  -  *  *79® 

In  the  Little  Houfe. 

Gerlof  Gerrits  -  -  1781 

Heere  Hermanns  van  Zoes  17 S6 

OLDENBOORN, 

In  the  Nero  Houfe, 

Sjouke  Hylkes  »■  J759 

Hylke  Jakobs  Vcrwcr  «*  1779 

Auke  Gercks  -  -  1780 

Heffel  Hemmee  •  *784 

Lieuwc  Tomas  Brouwer  1785 

In  the  Old  Houfe. 

Lambert  Thomas  *■  *747 

Reitfe  Hotfes  -  *  1781 


John  Pieters  -  -  J781 

J  ¥  3  eORDTK 
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GORDYK  and  LIPPENHUIZEN.  The  DRAGTEN. 

Peter  Ymes  -  -  ,  178a  Lieu  we  Franffens 

AKKRUM.  Wieger  Lieuwes 

Djurre  Sakes  -  -  1789 


*77* 

1785 


HINDELOPEN. 

In  the  Old  Church . 
James  John  van  Cuylenborg 

ST  AFORE N 
Abraham  van  der  Werff 
Peter  Klomp 

WORKUM. 
Sybren  Sakes  Hofftra 

MOL$UEREN. 
Nanne  Jans 


HARLINGEN. 

In  the  New  Church . 
Luytjen  Hiddes 

HINDELOPEN. 
In  the  New  Church. 
Richard  Huifman,  1788, 

The  JOUER. 

In  the  New  Houfe. 
Barre  Hiddes 
Atze  Wiebes,  Proponent 

BAARD ; 

$roer  Eelkes 


RTH 

CLASS. 

WARNS. 

Atfe  Wytfes 

*753 

*774 

MAKKUM. 

John  Styl 

178? 

1764 

Philip  Schulp,  Proponent 

1784 

BAKHUIZ  E  N, 

Is  fupplied  by  the  NLln  jler  of  Ivlolqucrcu 

1781 

and  Warns. 

KOUDUM. 

1755 

Tjalling  Tjallingius 

1784 

of  the  Fourth  Clafs. 

Age  Reins 

177* 

John  Reins 

*774 

1764 

SNEEK  *  . 

On  the  Sand. 

11791 

Jelle  Siedfma 

*775 

TLST. 

GofTe  Hendriks 

1766 

1762 

Rienk  Keimpes 

*779 

17S9 

In  the  KNYPE ,  or  NlpUWBRON ,, 

GERGA  and  MILD  AM. 

*743 

John  Tjerks  -  r 

1784 

IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  GRONINGEN  AND 

OMMELANDEN. 


GRONINGEN. 

In  the  Peljler  and  Hardering  Streets. 
Egbert  Sytfes  Hoekftra  1754 

In  the  Battering  Street. 
Frederic  van  der  Boogh  175-5 

Ralph  Heuning  -  1 771 

GRONINGEN  and  SAPMEER. 

N.  B,  Two  Churches,  both  Switzers, 
and  meeting  alternately,  one  Sun¬ 
day  in  the  city  of  Groningen,  and 
the  other  in  Sapmeer.. 

I. 

IDavid  Righen  *■  2767 

Henry  Cornelis  -  1770 

Jfaac  van  Kalkar  -  1772, 


APPINGADAM. 

Vacant. 

ZUIDHORN. 

Jacob  Reinders,  1756,  Settled 


Minijler 

Geert  janfz 
Vacant. 


PETERZYL. 


1782 


On  the  HORN 

V  acant. 

WINSLM. 

John  Adama  -  -  1776 


_  hestere  mb  den. 

Frederic  Cornelis,  -  1756 

VEENDAM  and  WILDERVANG. 
Harm  izaks  van  Hinte  1788 


*  This  and  the  following  thee  Churches  belong  to  the  Groningen  Society. 

'  tfOMS'TRJt* 


OMMELANDEN,  AND  OVERYSSEL,  I79N  3  1  1 


homseerland  *. 

Bartholomew  Willems  -  *7 5  6 

Jacob  Willems 
Eye  Klaafi'en 

PEKEL-A. 

Vacant. 

SAPMEER. 


Koert  Izaaks  Verreveld  1757 

Jacob  Luitjes  -  -  17S6 

Heyko  Harmze  Mulder  1 7  S  6 

Peter  van  Kalker  -  1786 

Rigt  Eppes  -  -  1786 

Foeke  Wigles  Gorter  -  179° 

noordbroek. 

Herman  Roeloits  -  1 75  3 

Jacob  Harkus  -  -  1776 

Peter  Herman  de  V ries  1 7  9° 


LEERMENS  and  LOPPERSUM. 
Jacob  Tietes  -  -  1763 

ZTLDTK. 

Rempt  Rieuwkes  -  176^ 

MIDDELSrUM . 

John  Klaaffen,  1754.  Settl.Min, 
Frederic  Cornelis 

RASgUERT. 

Lewis  Olferts  Wierfema  1757 

UITHU1ZEN. 

Vacant. 

TJLRUM  and  HOUIVERZl  L . 
Luurt  Luurts,  1738.  Settl.Min.  1787 

BEEREA,  MIBWOLDEN , 
MIEDEN. 

Into  Nauta  -  “  *7^3 


IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  OVERYSSEL. 


DEVENTER. 

Jacob  Kuiper  -  -  *775 

KAMPEN. 

l. 

Vacant. 

*•  +  , 

Hans  Hupfter,  EA&r  -  1 769 

ZWOL. 

Thomas  Menalda  -  *77* 

Z  WARES  LUIS. 

John  Geerts  van  Wierum  1 7  8  S 

BLOKZYL. 

1. 

Jacob  Ruurds  Veenftra  17s6 

2. 

£  vert  Lamberts,  1739.  Sett. Min.  1787 
Wygert  Thomas  *  I76* 

John  Wynalda  Everts  1786 


G1EEH00RNE  and  GIEEEREN , 
North  Side. 

Gerard  Jans  Hoofen,  1769.  Elder  1783 


John  Hoofen  -  W44 

Peter  Jans  -  -  *7 5* 

Gerard  Cornelius  Bos  -  1758 

Albert  Wygerts  -  1769 

Simon  Henry  Bakker  -  178a 

John  Wiggers  Slootheer  1782 

South  Side. 

Walter  Koopbyl  -  J739 

Herman  Roeloffs  -  J739 

John  Koops  W ortel  -  1 7 44 

Wiggerc  Thomas  de  Jager  1749 

Henry  Koops  Smidt  -  *758 

John  Wiggers  Mandemaaker  1 768 

Ralph  Harmz  Wuyte  1783 

Herman  Bartels  Puyte  -  1784 

ZU1DVEEN. 
in  the  New  Houje. 

Reynard  Pieters  van  Veen  1764 

In  the  Old  ffonje. 

Albert  Hendriks  >* 


ALMELO , 
Gerard  ten  Cate,  Ehz. 

ENSCHEDE , 
Jacob  Henry  Floh 


T  W  E  N  T  E. 

BORNE. 

Walter  ten  Cate,  Elder,  1736.  Set- 

tied  Minijler 

'  John  Poll,  'Jantz  -  1766 

Arnold  Hulfhoff,  Barents z  1770 

HENGELO  and  GOOR. 

J7S3  Engbert  Nyhoff  -  2 75 7 


*  This  and  the  above  fix  Churches,  likewife  Nes  and  Ballum  on  Amcland,  hold  an  yearly 
Affociation  at  Groningen,  on  Whit-Msnday.  See  under  Amelano,  page  zGi. 


f  Switzers. 


u  4 


IN 


\ 


I 
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IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  GELDERLAND. 


NTMEGEN. 
Evert  Akkeringa  -  , 
ZUTPHEN. 
Henry  Gortinga 


1784  WENLERSWYK. 

Peter  van  Delden  » 

*775 


IN  THE  GENERALITIES  LANDS. 

IN  THE  STATES’  BRABANT. 

MAESTR1CHT.  Cornelius  de  Haan 

Peter  Staal,  1747.  Sett.  Preach.  1788 


^86 


17S8 


IN  THE  STATES’  LIMBURG,  OR  THE  LAND  OF  OVERMAAS. 
VAALS ,  by  Akcn  and  Borcbet.  Vacant. 

IN  THE  STATES’  FLANDERS. 

AARDENBURG.  Ralph  Beerta  -  -  1778 


OUT  OF  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES  AND 
GENERALITIES  LANDS. 

IN  THE  DUCHY  OF  CLEVES. 

CLEVES.  *  Matthias  Heffeling 

Hiddc  Wybius  van  der  Ploeg  1789  REES. 

Vacant. 


EMM  ERIK. 


GOCH. 


IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  MEURS, 
IN  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  CRACOW. 


KRETVEED. 
W opko  Molenaar 


*77° 


Ahafuerus  Doyer 


IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  EAST  FRIESLAND. 
EMBDEN. 

Vacant, 

LEHR. 

Henry  Janfen,  1784  1-  1790 


NORDEH. 
Arnold  van  G  elder 


IN  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  NIEUSTADTGODENS, 
HI E US  T A J)  'T G  QJ) E NS »  John  Wibbes  van  Dou wen 


i7n 


Herman  J  aar  Ana,  1 7  4  4.  £<?#/. Min.  1783  Gerard  Schimmelpenning  *774 


1788 


*7^5 


/ 


LANDS,  AND  IN  PRUSSIA,  I791 


IN  THE  DUCHY  OF  HOLSTEIN. 

JLTONA,  near  Hamburg.  R<Tnard  Rahufen>  ^6l  '7*1 

Gerard  Karfdorp  -  17 53  F REFER  7KSTA DT. 

John  de  Jager  -  iy53  Sibrand  Marieufz  -  1784 


IN  PRUSSIA. 

POLISH  PRUSSIA. 


DANTZIG. 

1. 

Henry  Roots,  1772,  Elder  1789 

Tfaac  van  Duhren  -  17  75 

Erdmann  Stobbe  -  -  1786 

Peter  Klein  -  1786 

2. 

Jacob  de  Veer,  1774,  Elder  1790 

Cornelius  Epp  -  1766 

Peter  Tieffen  -  -  37-74 

Hans  Momber  -  1788 


At  OORLOFFERFF.LD,  in  tUe 

Mag  ji racy  of  Fiegenhoff. 

Henry  Donner,  1 ;  66,  Elder  1 7~^ 
John  Beftvater,  1760.  Settled  Mi- 
nijler  -  -  1 78  7 

Cornelius  Gronau  -  1760 

Hans  Horn  -  ■»  *7nS 

John  Quiring  -  -  1775 

Jacob  Fenner,  1766.  Rcfigned  1773 


N.  B.  The  next  Church  is  divided  into  four  Quarters,  on  account  of  it* 

greatnefs.  . 

?be  GROOTE  WARDER,  fo  called.  On  HF.UBODEN ,  near  Maricnhurg. 

I77I 
I760 
37;6 


I.  ELBINGISH  qjJARTER. 

Cornelius  Warkentien 
Abraham  Simens 
Jacob  von  Riefen 
Abraham  Simens 
Herman  Neufeld 


*775 

1775 

1778 

1-78 

1 


8a 


Cornelius  Regier,  1764.  Elder 

Abraham  Regier 

Elias  von  Bargen 

David  von  Riefen 

Peter  Braun 

Peter  Simons  - 

William  Hubert 


1776 
1772 

1N9 

3-S2 


2.  TIEGENHAGF.NISH  QUARTER. 


FIRING  and  EL LERWALD. 


Richard  Tieffen,  1755,  Elder  fat  all 

Gerard  Wiebe,  1752.  Elder 

i7-S 

the  four  Quarters 

1767 

Franz  von  Riefen 

1761 

1769 

Ifaac  Peters 

1746 

Anthony  Wolke 

Franz  von  Riefen 

1767 

Herman  Regier 

17-4 

Martin  Hamm 

1782 

Peter  von  Dyk 

3787 

Peter  Kroeker 

1787 

John  von  Bergen 

3.  OORLOFFI5H 

QUARTER. 

John  von  Riefen 

1789 

Peter  Wiebe 
Cornelius  Wall 

1758 

I-62 

I IENSDORFF,  in  the  little  Mdrien* 
burvifh  Warder. 

Ifaac  Tows 

-  I762 

Cornelius  Albrecht 

17  5* 

Peter  Claaffen 

I777 

Hans  Ziewcrts 

37-0 

John  Tows,  junior 

-  37.87 

John  Sparling 

J  775 

John  Wall 

I/S7 

Richard  Allcrts 

J779 

Cornelius  Claaffen, 

1782.  Re- 

peter  Grunau 

3783 

fgned 

00 

H 

Cornelius  Philipfcn 

1783 

4.  BEltWALDISH 

Hans  Regier 

QUARTER. 

I778 

In  the  Stumijh  NEEDRING , 
on  Sarcy  no-rube. 

Peter  Claaien 

I780 

Jacob  Evert,  1767.  Elder 
Nicholas  Pauls 

1  8; 

Hans  von  Dyck 

i-  I781 

170 

Ifaac  Schultz 

*  I784 

Gerard  Jantzejj 

/  >  y 

3781 

Stephen 

3*4 
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Stephen  Tjard 

1781 

Gerard  Nickel 

17^2. 

Stephen  Baltzer 

1784 

Jn  the  Grundentjh  NEEDRING , 

on  Montait. 

Stephen  Kerwer,  1767.  Elder 

3/81 

Henry  Schroder  * 

1773 

Cornelius  Gortz 

1773 

Hans  Kopper 

1774/ 

Nicholas  Gortz 

1782 

Ifaac  Adrian 

3782. 

In  the  Culmfche  NEEDRING , 

to  SCFIONSEE. 

Henry  Syhrands 

1764 

Peter  Baltzer 

3773 

Nicholas  Frantz 

3773 

Jacob  Gortz 

3775 

In  the  CULMS  CHE. 
Benjamin  Wedel 
Tobias  Jantzen 

On  PRZEK0WK1 ,  and  the  KUN - 
PAD,  by  ScRivetz. 

Jacob  Wedel,  1779.  EVob* 

Hans  Ratzlaff 
Hein  Unrau 
Jacob  Wedel 
Andrew  Panckraats 
Abraham  Richart 

On  KLEINSEE,  by  Scbzvetz. 

Bernard  Ratzlaff  -  17 85 

Peter  Ratzlaff  -  *785 

On  NIESCHEFKT ,  by  Thorn. 
Peter  Bartels  1764 

Abraham  Nikkei,  1766.  Eider  11779 
Zacharias  Bartel 
Abraham  Ek 


1785 

1785 


I785 

1779 

J779 

3785 

378j 


3777 

1780 

\4 


IN  BRANDENBURG  PRUSSIA. 

KO N IN GS BERGEN.  William  Zimmerman 

Ifaac  Kauenhoven,  1763.  Settled  Abraham  Olffers 

Minijler  -  -  1789  Henry  Fenner 

Zacharias  Schroder  -  1766  John  Wieler 


3777 

1782 

1786 

1789 


IN  PRUSSIAN  LITHUANIA. 


By  TILSIT. 
Henry  Janzen,  Elder 
Solomon  Koonert 


John  Roofenfelt,  1763.  Refigned  1774 

R  irLsrrl  Tanflfipn  —  Iy6(^ 


1769  Richard  Janffen 
177 3  Henry  Roofenfelt 


[774 


IN  POLAND. 


WARSAW ,  in  Kafan. 

Hans  Flaming 


3737 


Francis  Nikke! 
Cornelius  Janfz 


178© 

178© 


IN  ROYAL  POLAND,  IN  THE  GRAAFFCHAP,  (COUNTY  OR 
EARLDOM)  OF  GAL1T1EN. 


NEU  FALC KEN STEIN.  Jacob  Muller 

Jacob  Muller,  jun.  3785.  Elder  1785  Jacob  Bergdolth 


3785 

37S7 


IN  THE  N.IEU  W MARK.* 

BRENKENHOFSWALDE  and  Erneft  Voet  -  1762 

F RANTED  A AL  }-.  Peter  ilaack,  17S2.  Settl.  Min.  1787 

Peter  Jans,  1762.  Elder  1776 

*  The  eaftern  fubdiviiion  of  Brandenburg,  in  the  circle  of  Upper  Saxony. 

,  '’"hi?  and  the  Churches  in  the  Culmfche,  Pizekowki,  and  Kleinfec,  which  are  men¬ 
tioned  above,  in  this  page,  ttand  in  teliowlhip  together,  and  choofe  the  fame  liters  over  thefc 
tour  Churches. 


SAXONY,  AND  THE  PALATIN  A?E,  I79I.  315 

IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  WIEDNEUWIED. 

NlEUWIED.  Jacob  Jutzy,  1755.  Elder  1-59 

Laurence  Friedenreich,  1 755.  El-  Henry  Friedenreich  -  37SS 

der  -  -  1758 


IN  THE  PALATINATE. 


RHEINGRAFENSTEIN ,  by 
Creutznach. 

Jacob  Scbowalter  -  3774 

*  1.  ERBE SBIEDES HE IM,  by 

Altzey. 

Jacob  Gaily,  1 762.  'Elder  1:6 7 

David  Hiitwohl  -  -  *769 


2.  STIES  HEIM,  and  WALLER - 
7HEIM. 

John  Burckholter  -  1790 

Abraham  Hertzler  -  1790 


3.  WE  IE  R  HOF,  by 
Adam  Krehbiel 
Rudolf  F.llenberger 
Ulrich  Krehbiel 
Ullerich  Eilenberger 


Kirchelmboland. 

1758 

1766 

I  -83 

1790 


I.  GRIESEIM, 

7 wo  hours  f  from  Worms* 
Michael  Sties,  1766,  Elder  I772 


Henry  Strohm  -  1758 

Chriftian  Eyman  -  1 774 

John  Dettweiler  -  1784 

Henry  Kraemer,  1785  1788 

2.  OBERFLORSCIIHEIM, 

above  Altzey. 

William  Weber  -  177 5 

Peter  Kramer  -  *775 


UBERSCIIHEIM, 

7zvo  hours  belo-tu  Wi vrms. 

Henry  Stauffer,  17 58,  Elder  1 765 
Jacob  Weis  -  1776 

Daniel  Stauffer  -  1780 

Daniel  Hirfchler  -  1 781 

J  HETPENHEIM,  GEROLS HE¬ 
IM,  and  OBERSULTZEN , 

7-11)0  hours  above  Worms. 

Martin  Blim  -  1 760 

Gerard  Hiitwohl  -  1769 


John  Lehman,  1782,  Elder  1 782 
John  Burkholter  -  1784 

HONING  EH,  ROTHENBACH, 

EISE NR  ERG. 

Peter  Jutzy,  176 5,  Elder  1 783 

John  Hertzler,  1768,  Elder  1783 

Chriftian  Burholter,  1784,  Elder  1 790 
John  Siegrift,  Elder  *79® 

EPSTEIN,  by  Franchentbal. 

John  Stauffer,  I77 5,  Elder  1 780 

Henry  Pletfcher  -  *764 

Jacob  Krehbiel  -  I770 

Chriftian  Sauffer  -  178a 

FRIESENHEJM,  ly  Oggsrjhclm. 
John  Molinger,  j  754,  Elder  I76S 

John  Deutfch  -  1 774 

J  acob  H a  ckman  -  1 7  74 

ERF  OLS  HEIM  and  FRIED  EL- 
SIIEIM. 

Henry  Wiefler,  1762,  Elder  1 790 

Henry  Platfcher,  1783,  Elder  1:90 

Jacob  Naff,  I785,  Elder  *79° 

RUCHHEIM . 

Melchior  Eberly,  I775,  Folder  1 790 

John  Wiefler,  1775,  Elder  1799 

ASSENHEIM. 

Peter  Naff,  1777,  Junior,  Elder  1786 
George  Blikkenfterfer,  Elder  1790 

Chriftian  Roth,  Elder  1 790 

1 .  SPITALBR ANCIVEILER , 

bn  Nieujladt  at  the  Elardi. 
Chriftian  Hegy,  3760,  AVAr  1 769 

John  Jacob  Hirfchler  1785 

2.  BACH  INGEN,  FOGELSTOGK \ 
and  St.  JOHN’S  CHURCHES , 

by  Landau. 

Jacob  Sties,  I769,  E  Idcr  1-85 

John  Berg  -  1763 

Jacob  Sutor  -  1  87 


IN  THE  WESTREICH,  OR  WESTER  RICH. 

1.  P  RE  M  ME  R  HO  F,  2.  SE  MB  AC  II, 

7hree  hours  from  Otter  berg.  One  hour  f tom  Oticrb'e 

Michael  Krehbiel,  1 7 74,  Elder,  1781  Ultich  Eyman, 


A- 


1774 


*  Thefe  figures  (hew  that  the  churches  marked  j,  z,  &c.  are  (applied  by  the  fame  elder, 
t  An  hour  is  three  Engiifh  miles. 

j  Where  feveral  places  arejoined,  the  meeting  is  kept  one  Sunday  at  one,  and  another  at 
(the  other,  Sec. 


Andrew 
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Andrew  Berger 

1777 

John  Engel 

1779 

Jacob  Licht 

John  Balle 

1786 

DIMMER  STEIN, 

Three  hours  from  Otter  berg. 
Chriftian  Schnebele,  1765,  Elder  1781 


IN  THE  DUCHY  OF  TWEEBRUGGE. 

FREUDENBERG,  HORN  BACH  George  Finger  -  I7S.5 

and  KIRCHHEIMER  HOF.  Ulrich  Lehman,  -  I783  . 

Jofeph  Schnebele,  176a,  Elder  I767 


MANHEIM 

Is  fornethnes  f applied  by  the  Minifers  of  other  Churches. 


IN  THE  UPPER  PALATINATE. 


ROHR  HOF  and  BRUCHHAUSEN. 

Jacob  Bieler  -  1 785 

Jacob  Schmidt  -  1787 

MECKFSHEIM ,  SCHATHAU- 


SEN,  and  BEIERTHAL. 

Abraham  Mayer,  1 781,  Elder  1784 

Michael  Bechtel  -  1772 

Chriftian  Sauter  -  1776 

Jacob  Muller  -  1783 

Henry  Landis  -  *79° 

DIERNHEIM  and  IMM EL¬ 
BA  USE  Er. 

Henry  Funck,  1783,  Elder  179° 

Jacob  Pletfcher  *  1761 

John  Neff  -  1772 

Frederic  Muller  -  1786 


BOCKS  HOFF  and  MARTISHOFF. 
John Krehbiel,  1761,  Elder  I77 5 

Abraham  Bechtel,  1752*  Elder  I77O 
Joh  n  Kaufman 

Chriftian  Schmutz,  Junior  1 7^3 

John  Bechtel  -  *  1 785 

Jacob  Mofelmann  -  1 790 

SIREICHENBERG  and  WES- 
SINGEN. 

Joft  Gluck,  I756,  Elder  *773 

Philip  Schneider  -  177* 

Chriftian  Heer  *  17 85 

Matthias  Bii-hr  -  1 790 

HASS  ELBA  CH  and  HELMSTEDT. 
John  Frick,  Elder  -  1782 

Abraham  Schmutz  -  I  '’64 

John  Bechtel 

George  Hottel  -  1786 


ON  THE  EAST  SIDE  OF  THE  NECKLER. 


WILLEM E ACH,  PRUTZEN- 
BGFF ,  DU  RR  HOFF,  and 
ROSCHINGEN. 

Abraham  Zeifert,  1786,  Elder  1790 


David  Muffelman  .  - 

177a 

David  Kauffman 

I788 

Michael  Muffelman 

1781 

Chriftian  Muffelman 

1783 

IN  SWITZERLAND 


IN  SEVERAL  CHURCHES  *. 


HansRod! i fchb er ger ,1750, Elder  I -59 


Mans  Lehman,  x  ■  6  ,  Elder  177* 

Beuedid  Wally,  4762.,  Elder  1780 
Peter  Oberly,  1776,  Elder  1783 

Michael  Imhof  -  I761 

Chriftian  Gerber  -  1761 


Simon  Burckholder  J764 

Hans  Geiffer  -  17 63 

Drus  Nufbaum  -  I776 

Chriftian  Summer  -  1779 

Ulrich  Rodlifchberger  -  1779 

Hans  Oberly  -  1782 


»  The  moft  part  are  in  Minfterdaal,  and  upon  Minfterberg,  fiftten  hours  above  the  Biihop* 
pric  efBatel.  FRANCE. 


SWITZERLAND,  FRANCE,  &C.  1791.  3 1 7 

FRANCE. 

IN  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  GUIENNE,  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF 

LIMOSIN,  BY  BOLIOE. 


Ulrich  Neuenfcwander,  Elder  1782, 


CHATEAU  BEEU. 


IN  THE  UPPER  ALSACE. 


1753 

*779 


By  BARON  hi  WALD,  near 
Daniel  Steiner,  1779,  Elder 
Ulrich  Bofliger 


1782  Ulrich  Bofliger,  junior 

175° 


IN  THE  LOWER  ALSACE.  . 


SCAHAF  BUSCH  and  KADERN ,  ly  Ifaac  Hockftader 


Schantz 

Sommer 


Kron  Weijfenburg. 

Elias  Thatweiler,  177 5,  Elder  1778 


John  Muller  -  -  1780  ELS  AFRENS  BURG ,  or  FRENS- 


Henry  Schmidt 

ESSINGEN,  * 

One  hour  from  Landau. 


Michael  Schantz,  Elder 
Peter  Gungerich 


STROJER  CHURCH.* 
Chriftian  N  aftziger,  junior,  Elder 

By  KOLMER .* 

Jacob  Rupp,  Elder 


John  Nafziger,  Elder 
Andrew  Leyenberger,  Elder 

SEE  INS  ELS,*  by  Kron  Weifcnla 
Chriftian  Sommer,  Elder 


IN  THE  CIRCLE  OF  THE  UPPER  RHINE,  ON  THE  EAST  SIDE 

OF  THE  RHINE. 

In  the  Land  of  NASSAU  SIEGE  N*  Bantz  Gungerich 

IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  DARMSTAD. 


Chriftian  Ofch 


On  the  COMMERHOF.* 


Peter  Nafziger 

IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  NASSAU  WEYLBURG. 
MARIE  NBERG  and  LAMBERG .*  Hans  Nafziger 


Peter  Unftcker 


Peter  Schantz,  Elder 


IN  THE  EARLDOM  O^  WALDEKL 

Hans  Konig,  Elder  -  1770  Peter  Gungerich 

Chriftian  Gungerich,  Elder  *773  Chriftian  Gungerich,  junior 

IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  WITGENSTEIN*. 

David  Ekker 

IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  BERLENBURG.* 
Michael  Gungerich 


BAPTIST  CHURCHES  IN  RUSSIA 


In  Dutch  LORE. AIN* 
Six  hours  from  Metz. 


SAL  ME R  CHURCH >* 


Chriftian  Gerber 


By  MAR  KIRCH,  or  MARIE  N- 
KIRCH * 


Five  hours  from  Mutzig, 

Jacob  Kopperfchmit,  Elder  1 7  66 

Hans  Rube,  Elder 
Peter  Gerber 


Jacob  Goldfchmit,  Elder 


PRISGAU,*  by  Horburg. 
Chriftian  Muller,  Elder 


IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  LEEWENHOF, 


RUSEBURG* 
Nicholas  Koch,  Elder. 


Abraham  Ofch 


IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  MINDEN, 


REFER  SHAGEN  A 


Peter  Stall. 


IN  THE  CIRCLE  OF  THE  UPPER  RHINE,  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE 

OF  THE  RHINE. 

In  the  Earldosn  of  MOMPELGARD.*  Hans  Richer,  Elder. 

IN  THE  DUCHY  OF  TWEEBRUGGE. 

HIRSCHBERG  and  KIRSCHBACII*  Jacob  Bachman. 

Jacob  Thatweiler,  1766,  Elder.  By  ANWF.TT.FP  * 

John  Steinman  -  -  17 53  Hans  Habecker. 

IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  LAUTERN.* 

Chriilian  Imhof. 

IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  SALM. 


Chriftian  Ringenberg,  Elder, 


SALM* 


IN  THE  EARLDOM  OF  SAARBRUCK, 


By  SAARBRUCK * 


Hans  Roche. 


IN'THE PRINCIPALITY  OFLEININGEN  AND  NASSAU  WE1LBURG. 
H'EJSSENHEIM am  Berg,  EISSEN-  Flans  Schwartztrauben. 


IN  RUSSI  A.v 

ON  THE  RIVER  DESNA,  BETWEEN  GLUCHOW  AND  BATURIN, 


In  the  Village  IVTSCHINKA. 


By  CIIERSON. 


Jofeph  Guhr,  Elder 
Jofeph  Muller 
jobyu  Waldner 


Gerard  Neufeld 
David  Gieforecht 

M  Tn- r  -I  r  cl  Pprmi’r 


Jacob  Wiens 


Bernard  Penner 


INTELLI- 


(  3 19  ) 

INTELLIGENCE 


FROM  THE 

BAPTIST  CHURCHES. 

FOR  I79O*. 


PETER  BEETS  preacher  at  Weftzaandam,  is  called  to  Amfterdam,  t« 
the  Church  of  the  Sun,  but  has  declined  *the  cali. 

Abraham  Tielman,  late  Teacher  to  the  Old  Flemilh  Church  at  Amfterdam, 
is  called  to  the  Church  of  the  Sun  there,  and  entered  upon  his  Miniftry  the 
15th  of  Auguft,  with  a  fermon  upon  Rom.  i.  16.  being  confirmed  in  office  be¬ 
fore  the  Brotherhood,  after  the  forenoon  preaching,  by  Mr.  Couwenhoven, 
Mr.  Foeke  Wigles  Gorter  took  his  leave  of  the  Church  in  the  Knype  on  the 
1 4th  of  February,  1790,  with  a  difcourfe  on  Adis  xx.2.  He  was  ordained, 
Feb.  28,  at  Sapmeer,  by  Jacob  Tietes,  Minifter  at  Leermens  and  Lopperlum, 
preaching  a  fermon  from  Adis  xx.  2S,  and  delivered  his  introdudlory  difcourle 
in  the  afternoon,  from  1  Cor.  i.  23,  24. 

Ralph  Sjoerds  is  difcharged  from  his  Miniftry  at  Warns. 

John  Hoekftra,  Preacher  at  Utrecht,  is  invited  to  Embden,  but  has  declined 


Reynard  Rabuzen,  Preacher  at  Altona,  by  Hamburg,  was  invited  to  Emb* 
den,  but  has  declined  the  call. 

Jacob  de  Veer,  Preacher  at  Dantzig,  is  chofen  Elder  there. 

John  Kinfinger  is  difcharged  from  his  Miniftry  at  Dimmerftein. 

In  the  Churches  of  Honingen,  Erpolfheim,  Ruchheim,  and  Aftenheim,  in  the 
Paltz,  the  office  of  Elders  is  conferred  upon  all  the  Minifters. 


ADVANCED  TO  THE  WORK  OF  THE  MINISTRY, 

OR  THEIR  SITUATIONS  ALTERED. 


CORNELIUS  SCHERMER,  of  Hindelopen,  in  the  New  Church,  to  Aaif- 
meer  and  to  the  Uithorn.  He  preached  his  farewel  l'ermon  at  Hindelopen,  on 
Jerem.  xvii.  16.;  his  ordination  fermon  was  preached  at  Aalfmeer,  the  3d  of 
Oftober,  1790,  by  Jacob  Spies,  the  Minifter  at  Hoorne;  he  preached  his  in¬ 
troductory  difcourfe  in  the  afternoon,  from  1  Sam.  xii.  23. 

Arits  Heynits,  Proponent  in  the  Ryp,  ordained  at  the  Old  Sluisby  his  tutor 
Peter  Hartman,  Minifter  in  the  Ryp,  July  2  Si  17  9°>  text  1  Cpr.  iv.  1.2.  He 
delivered  his  introdudlory  difcourfe  in  the  afternoon,  from  Pfalm  lxxiii.28. 

Peter  van  der  By,  Proponent,  by  the  Lamb  and  i  ower  at  Amfterdam,  to  ^ 
Huifduinem  and  the  Helder. 

Richard  Huifman,  of  Edam,  to  the  Burg,  the  Wall  and  Oofterefid  upon 
the  Texel,  yet,  after  fome  time,  left  his  Miniftry.  Afterwards,  Sycze  Hoek- 
flra  Hidzertz,  of  Huifduinen  and  the  Helder,  was-invited  there,  and  has  en¬ 


tered  on  his  office. 

Upon  the  Schelling,  No.  a,  Eelke  Reins,  of  the  Hoorne,  where  he  preached 
his  farewel,  from  Heb.  xiii.  20,  21. 

Sicco  Rehher,  Proponent,  by  the  Lamb  and  Tower  at  Amfterdam,  to  Mid- 
dleburg. 

Andrew  Scheltus  Cuperus,  of  the  Schelling,  to  the  Knype,  or  New  Bron- 
gerga.  He  preached  his  introdudlory  difcourfe  from  Pfalm  xxxiv.  12. 

Tako  Ku'iper,  Proponent,  by  the  Lamb  and  Tower  at  Amfterdam,  to 
Grouw,  in  the  Great  Houfe. 


*  As  regulated  in  the  order  that  the  place*  follow  each  other  in  the  Catalogue. 

Richard 
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Richard  Huffman,  (fee  the  Burg,  the  Wall  and  Ofterend  on  the  Texel, 
shove,)  after  he  had  miniflercd  there  for  three  months,  to  Hindelopen  in  the 
New  Church.  He  preached  his  introductory  difcourfe,  Jan.  12,  1791,  from 
1  Cor.  ii.  2. 

Peter  Herman  de  Vries,  of  Dragten,  to  Noordbroek.  He  delivered  his  in- 
frodudlary  difcourfe  from  Pfalm  cxix.  17,  18,  19.  ^ 

Henry  Jaanfcn,  of  Ivampen,  No.  1.  to  Lohr,  in  Eaft  FrietfaBd 
C  John  Burkholter. 

To  Spiefheim,  |^braham  Hertfler. 

To  Wicrhof,  Ulrich  Ebenberger. 

Henry  Kramer,  of  Freidelfheim,  to  Greifliemi. 

John  Siegrift,  to  Honingen. 

~  .  C  George  Blickenflerfer. 

F o  Afienheim,  j  chriftian  Roth. 

Henry  Landis,  to  Meckefheim,  Sec. 

Henry  Funck,  of  Streichenberg,  to  Durnheim  and  Immelhaufen. 

-n  m  r  5  John  Kriebel,  of  Dierheim. 

To  Bockffiof,  o  c.  |jacob  ivlofelman. 

Matthias  Bahr,  to  Streichenberg,  Sec. 

Henry  Schmidt,  to  Schaafsbufch,  &c. 

Toim  Waldner,  1782,  to  Wyfchinka,  in  Ruffia. 

*  V 

DEAD. 


At  Haarlem,  Martin  Arkenbout. 

At  Aulfmeer.  No.  a,  Nicholas  Pieterfe  Bol. 

At  the  Old  Sluis,  Jacob  de  Bleyker.  Yzebrande  A.  Pauw,  Minifler  at  Baf- 
fingerhorn  and  the  Wiemigerwaard,  preached  a  funeral  fci  mon  for  him,  hlay 
50,  1790,  from  Gen.  xlix.  33. 

At  Hoorne,  Cornelius  Ris,  April  18,  1790,  at  the  age  of  73  years.  He  un¬ 
dertook  the  office  of  Minifies  of  this  Church,  March  12,  1747,  after  he  had, 
fome  years  before,  been  repeatedly  chofen  there.  He  laboured  nearly  forty 
•years  with  great  zeal,  to  the  edification  of  this  and  other  Churches,  as  was 
afFe&ingly  ffiewn  by  Mr.  Jacob  Spis,  in  a  funeral  fermonen  Heb.  xiii.  7. 

At  Groningen  and  Sapmeer,  No.  2,  Ralph  Jans. 

At  A  It  on  a,  by  Hamburg,  Abraham  Wynands,  Aug.  29,  l'9®» 
go  years  and  more  than  nine  months.  He  was  chofen  Minifler  Feb.  27,  1727, 
and  filled  up  his  important  Ration  for  fixty-three  years  as  an  upright  Minifler, 
and  with  an  unwearied  confidence  and  peaceable  piety.  Fie  preached  but  little 
in  Kis  lafl  years,  which  is  to  be  attributed  more  to  the  decay  of  flrength  than 
wealcnefs  of  intellectual  powers.  His  reverend  colleague,  Gerard  Karfdorp, 
honoured  his  memory  by  a  feimofi  on  Luke  xii.  35>  3^*  a^d  alfo  deli  vexed  ait 
oration  at  the  grave. 

I11  the  Berwaldifh  Quarter,  Peter  Ffau. 

On  Heuboden,  Gerald  van.Bargen. 

At  Rheinfgrafeflein.  Chrifiian  Moles,  Elder. 

At  Spiefheim  and  Wallcrtheim,  Henry  Muller  and  Gerard  Berg. 

At  Wieihof,  Michael  Krebeil. 

At  Erpolfheim,  Abraham  Ellerhergen,  Elder. 

At  Rucheim,  Peter  Neff.  ^  ^ 

At  Rehrhoff  and  Bruclihaiffen,  Jacob  Fellman,  Elder. 

At  Bokfhoff,  Sea.  Martin  Ivrauter. 

At  Schaaffbufch,  & c.  John  Welty. 

In  Switzerland,  Peter  Ramfeer. 


PROPONENTS  AT  AMSTERDAM. 

IN  TSHE  CHURCH  OF  THE  LAMB  AND  TOWER. 

Peter  van  der  By,  1790,  now  Minifler  at  Kuifduinen,  and  the  Helder. 
Peter  Feenflra,  1791. 


LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS^  I791,  &C.  32I 


Rev.  Mr,  Abraham  Booth,  London. 

Commerce  in  the  Human  Species,  and  the-  enflaving  of  innocent 
Perfons,  inimical  to  the  Laws  of  Mofes  and  the  Goipel  of  ChrilL 
A  Sermon  preached  in  Prefcot-ftreet,  Goodman’s-fields,  Jan.  29, 
*792>  ori  E^od.  xxi.  j6.  He  that ftealeth  a  man  and felhth  him , 
or  f  he  be / bund  in  his  hand ,  he  /hall  Jurely  be  put  to  death ,  1 2  mo. 
pp.  24.  Third  edition.  Price  3d. 

Sold  by  Dilly  and  Knott. 


Rev.  Mr.  John  Butter  worth,  Coventry. 

A  new  Concordance  and  Di&ionary  to  the  Bible,  the  moft  full 
and  concife  of  any  before  publifhed ;  large  Bvo.  third  edition. 
Price  9s.  1791. 

Sold  by  Luckman,  Coventry  ;  and  by  Whietdon- and  Butterworth, 
No.  43,  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 


Rev,  Mr.  Lawrence  Butterworth,  Evefham*  ^ 

Thoughts  on  moral  Government  and  Agency ,  and  the  O rigid  ofhncral 
Evil-,  in  oppofition  to  the  doctrine  of  abfolute,  moral, ^chrifiian. 


*  If  any  article  Is  omitted  which  ought  to  have  appeared  in  this  Catalogue,  the 
realon  will  probably  be  found  with  its  author,  and  not  with  the  Editor, 
t  Thirty -two  miles  South  of  Boilon. 

w  and 


v 

FOR  I79I,  &C*. 


Of  the  principal  Books'  and  Pamphlets  which 
have  been  lately  printed  by  the  Baptists  ;  with  a  few 
others,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Denomination  to  which  they 
belong. 

B. 


Rev.  Mr.  Isaac  Backus, 

Of  Middleborough  f,  Maffachufetts. 

1,  infinite  Importance  of  the  Obedience  of  Faith,  and  cf 
a  Separation  from  the  World,  opened  and  demonftrated  in 

a  Difcourfe  from  James  ii.  22.  Seefi  thou  hove  faith  wrought  with 
bis  works%  and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfehi  ?  Second  edition, 
Svo.  pp.  31,  1791. 

2,  The  Kingdom  of  God  defcribed  by  his  Word,  with  its  infinite 
Benefits  to  Human  Society;  a  difcourfe  on  Luke  xvii.  23® 
Behold  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you,  8vo.  pp.  24,  1792. 

Sold  by  Hall,  Boflon,  N.  E. 
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and  philofophical  neceffity.  Alfo,  Strictures  on  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley’s  Correfpondence  with  Dr.  Price,  on  the  fame  fubjeCt,  8vo. 
pp.  356.  Price  5s.  in  boards,  1792. 

Sold  by  Whieldon  and  Butterworth,  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 

C. 

Rev.  Mr.  William  Carey,  Leicefter. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Obligations  of  Chnflians ,  to  ufe  Means  for  the 
Conajerfon  of  the  Heathen :  in  which  the  religious  hate  of  the 
different  nations  of  the  world,  the  fuccefs  of  former  under¬ 
takings,  and  the  practicability  of  further  undertakings,  are  con- 
iidered.  8vo.  pp.  87.  Price  is.  6d.  1792. 

N.  B.  The  profits  of  this  publication  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  ufe  of  a  fociety  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen. 

Sold  by  Ireland,  in  Leicefter;  Johnfon,  and  Knott,  London; 

and  Smith,  at  Sheffield. 

Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Cole,  Whitchurch,  Hants. 

A  three-fold  Alphabet  of  New  Hymns, 

I.  On  the  public  Miniftry  of  the  Word. 

IL  On  Baptifm. 

III.  On  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

To  which  is  added,  A  Supplicatory  Supplement, 
i2mo.  pp.  271.  Price  2s.  bound,  1792. 

D. 

Rev.  Mr,  James  Dore,  London. 

A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Flight,  who 
departed  this  life  July  10,  1791,  in  the  2.5th  year  of  his  age: 
preached  in  Angel  ftreet,  Worcefter,  July  24,  1791.  Text 
1  John  iv.  8.  GW  is  loose ,  8vo.  pp.  29.  Price  6d. 

Sold  by  Gurney,  Button  and  Offer,  London ;  and  by  Holl, 

Worcefter. 

Mr.  Martin  Puksford,  Merchant,  Tiverton. 

Historical  Memoirs  of  the  TOWN  and  PARISH  of 
TIVERTON,  in  the  County  of  DEVON, 

In  Six  Parts. 

Part  I.  The  general  hiftory  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitants,  the 
revolutions  of  its  trade,  manufactures,  & c. 

Part.  II.  A  concife  account  of  the  lords  of  the  hundred,  manor, 
and  borough. 

Part  III.  A  correCt  lift  of  public  donations. 

Part  IV.  A  chronological  lift  of  the  molt  remarkable  occurrences. 
Part  V.  Defcriptions  of  the  town  and  parifh,  antiquities,  public 
buildings,  &c.  with  forne  biographical  anecdotes. 

Part  VI.  Copies  and  extracts  of  authentic  papers  and  public  re¬ 
cords,  lift  of  public  officers,  &c. 


Collected 


\ 


list  op  Publications,  1791,  kai  343 

Collected  From  the  beft  authorities,  with  notes  and  obfervations* 
Embellilhed  with  the  fix  following  engravings  ; 

1.  An  elegant  title  page  and  the  town  feal, 

2.  A  correct  map  of  this  extenfive  parilh,  divided  into  four 
portions* 

3.  An  elegant  and  decurate  plan  of  the  town,  from  aflual  furvey. 

4.  A  fouth-eaft  view  of  the  remains  (anno  1730)  of  Tiverton 
caftle,  the  refidence  of  the  earls  of  Devon  for  many  ages. 

5.  A  fouth-ealt  view  of  St.  Peter’s,  the  parilh  church,  anno  1784* 

6.  A  front  view  of  Blundell’s  free  grammar- fchool,  anno  1784. 


If  hills  or  vales,  if  woodlands,  or  if  ftreams 
Can  pleafe  a  poet,  or  infpire  his  dreams. 

Then  Will  thy  beauties)  Tiverton,  demarid 
The  higheft  honours  from  a  poet’s  hand  ; 

For  not  e’en  Windfor  nobler  lhades  can  boaft ; 

And  Cooper’s  Hill  would  in  thy  hills  be  loft.— - H.  KiddeLL* 

4to.  pp.  446.  Price  12s.  6d.  1791* 

Sold  by  J.  Sewell,  London;  T.  Bricei  Exon;  J.  Toulmin^ 
Taunton;  D.  Salter  and  PL  Parkhoufej  Tiverton;  and  by  the 
author. 


E* 

&ev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  t).  D. 

Pallor  of  a  Congregational  Church  in  New  Haven,  Conneflieut. 

The  Injuftice  and  Impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  Slavery 
of  the  Africans ;  illuftrated  in  a  Sermon  preached  before  the 
Connecticut  Society  for  the  promotion  of  freedom,  and  for  the 
relief  of  perfons  unlawfully  holden  in  bondage,  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  New  Haven,  Sept.  15,  1791.  Text  Matt.  vii.  12* 
! Therefore  all  things  wh  at  Jo  ever  you  'would  that  men  Jhould  do  to  you , 
do  ye  even  fo  to  them  j  for  this  is  the  lavj  and  the  prophets.  8vo* 
pp.  37.  1791. 

Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  A.  M< 

Some  time  Fellow  of  Rhode  lfland  College. 

Materials  towards  a  tiijlory  of  the  Baptifts  in  Jersey;  diiilrt- 
guilhcd  into  FIRST  DAY  BAPTISTS— SEVENTH  DAY 
BAPTISTS— TUNCKER  BAPTISTS,  and  ROGERENE 
BAPTISTS* 

Vol.  II*  i2md.  Frice  about  2s.  6d.  Sterling,  1792. 

May  be  had  of  the  Baptijl  miniferi  in  America ,  and  of  Mr.  Rippon 3 

and  Mr.  Ry/and,  jun .  in  England. 


N.  B.  Vol.  I.  Contains  Materials  towards  a  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts  in  Pznn» 
sVlvavia,  nmo.  pp.  134. 


F. 


Rev.  Peres  Fobes,  A.  M, 

Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Profefibr 
of  natural  and  experimental  Philofophy,  in  the  College  of 
Rhode  If  and i  and  Pallor  of  the  Church  in  Raynhatn. 

A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  Baptift  meeting-houle  in  Providence , 
July  31,  1791,  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  James 

w  %  Manning 
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Manning,  T>.  D.  President  of  Rhode  Ifland  College.  Text 
Job  xiv.  10.  Man  giveth  up  the  gboji ,  and  where  is  he?  8vo. 
pp.  40.  1791* 

Rev.  Mr.  Ri c h ar d  Furman,  Charlefton,  S.  C. 

A  Sermon  on  the  Conftitution  and  Order  of  the  Chriltian  Church, 
preached  before  the  Charlefton  Aflbciation  of  Baptift  Churches, 
at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  Dec.  14,  1789,  on  Eph.  iv. 

!  !  3 ,  Puhlijhed  at  the  requejl  of  the  AJfociation.  Small  ftze, 

pp.  41.  1791* 

II- 

Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  A.  M.  Hopewell. 

x.  America’s  Remembrancer,  with  relpeft  to  her  B  left  ednefs 
Duty;  A  Sermon  delivered  in  Hopewell,  Nevvjerfey,  on  Thankf- 
giving  Day,  Nov.  26,  1789.  Text  Num.  xxiii.  23.  Surely 
there  is  no  inchantment  againjl  Jacob,  nor  any ;  divination  againjl 
Ifrael :  according  to  this  time  it  pall  be  faid  of  Jacob,  and  of  (frael , 
What  hath  God  wrought  ?  8vo.  pp.  24.  Printed  1791. 

„  A  Gofpel  Church  pourtrayed,  and  her  orderly  Service  pointed 
"  out:  A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Baptift  Aflociation,  061.  4*  ^79^  *  honi 

2  Chron.  xxix.  3  5  .  So  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  was  fet 
ih  order .  8vo.  pp.  38,  179m 

Gerard  Hesselink,  A.  M. 

Prcfehor  of  Divinity  and  Philofophy  in  the  Society  of  Baptilts  in 

Amfterdam. 

Uitleo-kundig  Woordenboek,  See.  i.  e.  An  explanatory  Dictio¬ 
nary  of  the  New  Teftament ;  in  two  volumes,  oftavo.  Vol.  I. 
•pp.  340;  1790.  Vol.  II.  pp.  390.  1792.  Amfterdam. 

Rev.  Mr. Henry  Holcombe,  Euhaw, upper  Indian  Land, S. C. 

A  Difcourfe  on  the  Sovereignty  and  Unchangeablenefs  of  the 
Deity ;  in  which  thefe  adorable  Attributes  are  fhewn  to  be  the 
Foundation  of  the  Saints  Security.  Text  Mai.  iii.  6.  I  am  the 
Lord,  1  change  not ;  therefore  the  fons  of  Jacob  are  not  confumed . 
Small  fize,  pp.  36.  1790. 

L.  > 

Rev.  Mr.  John  Leland  ** 

The  Virginia  Chronicle,  with  Critical  Remarks  under  24  Heads, 
i2mo.  pp.  48.  179°* 

- 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ifaac  Backus,  of  Plymouth  County,  in  the  Maffachufetts, 
■writes  me  trims,  in  a  letter  dated  April  23,  1792.  “  Mr.  Leland,  who  went  from 

the  Maffachufetts  in  the  fall  of  1776,  and  laboured  in  Virginia  until  he  had  baptized 
above  600  perfons,  removed  back  again  a  year  ago  into  the  weftern  part  of  our 
'country.”  Editor. 

Rev. 
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Rev.  Mr.  John  Liddon,  Hemel-Hempftead,  Herts. 

^  1  , 

Cruelty  the  natural  and  infeparable  Confequence  of  Slavery,  and 
both  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  DoXrine  and  Spirit  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion.  A  Sermon  preached  on  March,  n,  1792, 
at  Hemel  Hempflead,  on  Pf.  Ixxii.  14.  He  Jhall  redeem  their  foul 
from  deceit  and  violence ;  and  precious  Jhall  their  blood  be  in 
his  fght, 

8vo.  Price  6d.  Lilly. 

M. 

The  late  Rev.  Mr.  John  Macgowan,  London. 

The  Life  of  Jofeph  the  Son  of  Ifrael;  in  eight  Books.  Chiefly 
defigned  to  allure  young  minds  to  a  love  of  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures,  a  new  edition ,  recommended  by  the  Rev.  William 
Rogers,  D.  D.  Profeffor  of  Englilh  and  the  Belles  Letters, 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  printed  by  Mr.  Dobfon,  i2tno.  pp.  295^ 

Rev.  Jonathan  Maxcy,  A.  M.  Providence,  Rhode  Ifland. 

The  laft  Enemy  deftroyed ;  A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  Baptifl: 
meeting-houfe  in  Providence,  July  31,  1791;  occafioned  by 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  James  Manning,  D.  D.  Prefident  of 
Rhode  Ifland  College.  Text  1  Cor.  xv.  26.  The  lajl  enemy 
that  Jhall  be  dejtroyed  is  death.  8vo.  pp.  43.  I79I* 

Rev.  John  Webster  Morris,  Clipflone. 

A  Difcourfe  delivered  at  Clipftone,  in  Northamptonlhire,  March 
11,  1792,  in  favour  of  Sunday  Schools.  Text  Deut.  xxxi.  13. 
Gather  the  -people  together , — that  their  children  which  have  not  known 
any  things  may  hear  and  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  your  God.  i2mo. 
pp.  24.  Price  4d.  1792. 

Sold  by  Button  and  Davidfon,  in  London  ;  Harrod,  Harborough; 

Collis,  Kettering  ;  and  Birdfall,  Northampton, 


P. 

Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Pearce,  Birmingham. 

Reflexions  on  the  Character  and  State  of  departed  ,-Chriftians ; 
A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Evans, 
D.  D.  Paftor  of  the  Baptifl:  congregation  meeting  in  Broad- 
mead,  Briftol,  and  fenior  Tutor  to  the  Baptifl:  academy  in  that 
city.  Preached  in  Canon-ftreet,  Birmingham,  Sept.  4,  1 79 1  - 

8 vo.  pp.  32.  Price  6d.  Knott  and  Button. 

w  3 
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The  late  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Robinson,  Cambridge. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  RESEARCHES. 

Si  yuid  hie  dictum  feript arrive  contra  veritatem ,  indicium  inferiptumve  ejio. 

CONTENTS. 

Chap.  I.  On  the  caution  neceffary  to  a  reader  of  ecclefiaftical 
hiftory. 

Chap  II.  A  general  view  of  the  Roman  Empire  at  the  birth  of 
jefus  the  Chrift. 

Chap.  III.  A  general  view  of  Judea  at  the  birth  of  Jefus. 

Chap.  IV.  A  view  of  the  new  ceconomy  introduced  by  John 
the  b&ptift. 

Chap.  V.  Jefus  the  Chrift. 

Chap.  VI.  The  Greek  church. 

Chap  VII.  T  he  African  church. 

Chap.  VIII.  The  church  of  Rome. 

Chap,  IX.  The  church  of  Spain. 

Chap.  X.  The  church  of  Navarre  and  Bifcay, 

Chap.  XL  The  church  of  Italy. 

Chap.  XII.  The  Vallies  of  Piedmont. 

Chap-  XIII.  Bohemia. 

Cham  XIV.  Munfter. 

Chap.  XV.  Poland. 

Chap.  XVI.  Tranfylvania. 

Large  4 to.  pp.  643.  Price  jl.  5s, 

gold  by  Johnfon,  Murray,  and  Knott,  in  London;  and  Lunn* 

Cambridge, 

JouN  Rjpfqn,  London. 

j.  A  Selection  of  HYMNS  from  the  beft  Authors,  intended  to  be 
an  Appendix  to  Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns  and  Pfalms, 

THE  FOURTH  EDITION. 

Including  the  Names  of  the  'Tunes  adapted  to  many  of  the 
Hymns ;  i2mo.  528  pages,  3s.  bound  in  Bleep,  and  3s.  6d.  in 

calf,  1791-  . 

Sold  by  the  perfons  whole  names  are  mentioned  after  the 

next  article . 

2  A  Selection  of  PSALM  AND  HYMN  TUNES  from  the 
beft  Authors,  in  three  and  four  parts ;  adapted  principally  to  Dr, 
Watts’s  Hymns  and  Pfalms,  and  to  Mr.  Rippon’s  Sele&ion  of 
Hymns ;  including  ( in  a  greater  ‘variety  than  any  other .  volume 
extant )  the  mpft  approved  compofitions  which  are  ufed  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  in  the  different  congregations  throughout  England; 
alfo  many  original  tunes  never  before  printed.  The  whole  form¬ 
ing  a  publication  of  above  tvjo  hundred  hymn  tunes.  Price  5s, 
bound  in  fheep  ;  paper  hot  preffed,  and  bound  in  calf  at  6s, 
fuperfine  paper  6s.  6d.  Thofe  who  purchafe,  of  Mr.  R, 
fix  copies  of  either  ioTt  of  the  Tune  books*  may  have  a  feventh 

?ratis>  . 
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NAMES  OF  THE  TUNES  AND  THEIR  METRES* 


Abingdon  C.M. 
Abridge  -  C.  M. 
Addifon’sDoub .L.M 
Alcefter  -  (Sin.  7s.) 
Amfterdam  -  (7.6.) 
Angels  Hymn  L.  M. 
Ann’s  -  -  C.  M. 

Antigua  -  -  L.  M. 
Arlington  -  C.M. 
Afhley  -  -  C.  M. 
Aylesford ,  fee  L’lver- 
fton  -  -  L .  M 
Ayliffe  Street  L.  M. 
Aynhoe  -  -  S.  M. 

Babylon  Streams 

L.M. 

Baltimore  (8.  8.  6.) 
Bangor  -  -  C.  M. 
Bath  Abbey 

(Doub.  7s.) 
Bath  Chapel  -  C.  M. 
Bedford  -  C.M 
Bermondfey  (6. 4.) 
Bethefda  -  (148th.) 
Bilney  -  (10.  5.) 

Birkftead  (8.  8.  7.) 
Bofton  -  D.  C.  Ml 
Bourton  -  (5.  6.) 

Bowden  -  D.  L  M. 
Braintree  *  C.  M. 
Bramcoate  -  L.  M. 
Bredby  *  r  L.  M 
BrighthelmifaneC.M . 
Briftol  -  (8.  6.  5.) 

Broadmead  (8.  8.  6.) 
Broderip’s  -  S.  M. 
Bromley  -  L.  M. 
Broughton  -  (ns.) 
Burford  -  C.  M. 
Caine  -  (1 1 .  8.) 

Cambridge,  New 

C.M. 

Canterbury  -  C.  M. 
Carey’s  -  (112th) 

Carliile  -  (8.  7.) 

Caermarthen,  New 
(148  th) 
Carolina  -  C\  M. 
Carter  Lane  (148th.) 


Chard  -  -  L.  M. 

Charmouth  -  C.  M. 
Charleflon  -  C.  M. 
Chatham  (8.8.6) 
Cherriton  -  (50th.) 
Chefhunt,  New  L.  M. 
Clapham  -  (148th.) 
Clark’s  -  (7.6.8.) 
Condefcenfion  C.  M 
Cookham  -  (S.  7s.) 
Coombs’s  -  L.  M 
Crowle  -  C.  M. 
Culmltock  -  (7*  6.) 
Dalflon  -  (i22d.) 

Dartford  -  (7.  6.) 

Dartmouth  (148th.) 
Darwell’s  **  (148th.) 
David’s  -  C.  M. 
Denbigh  D.  L.  M. 
Denmark  -  L.M. 
Deptford  (7s.  6  3 in.) 
Derby  -  -  L.  M. 
Devizes  -  -  C.  M. 
Doxology  -  C.  M. 
Drefden  -  D.  L.  M. 
Eagle  Street  (148th.) 
- *  New  S.M. 


Eader  Hymn  (S.  7s.) 
- Ode 


Eaft  Grinilead  (7.  4.) 
Elenborough  C.  M. 
Elim  -  -  C.  M 

Enfield  -  -  S.  M. 

Epfom  C.  M. 

Evans’s  *  C.  M. 
Evening  Hymn,  fee 
Magdalene  L.  M. 
Ewell  -  -  (8.  6.  8.) 
Exeter  -  -  C.  M. 

Fairfax  -  (7.  6») 

Falcon  Street  S.  M. 
Fawcett  -  L.  M. 
Feverlham  (S.  -s.) 
Finfbury  -  S.  M. 
Firth  s  -  (7s.  6  1) 

Follet  -  -  C.  M. 
Foiier  -  -  C.  M. 

Fountain  -  C.  M. 
Francis  -  (8.  6.  8.) 
w  4 


Froom  -  C.  M. 
Furman  -  -  C.  M. 

Gainfborough  C.  M. 
Geard  -  -  (1  is.) 

George’s  -  C.  M. 
Georgia  -  (7s.  6  1.) 
Glouceller  -  L.  M. 
Gofport  -  -  S.  M, 
Grand  Chorus 
GreatMilton  D.C.M. 
Green’s  100  L  M. 
Greenwich  -  C.  M. 
— — —  New  (148th,) 
Grove  -  (148th.) 

Grove  Houfe  C.  M. 
Hammond  -  C.  M. 
Hanover  -  (104th.) 
Harborough  S.  M. 
Harts  -  -  (S.  7s.) 

.Harwich  -  ( 5 .  6.) 

I  Haughton  -  (7.6.) 

Havant  -  -  (8.  3.) 

Heighingtov ,  fee  A- 
bingdon 

Helmdey  (8  7.  4  ) 
Henley  -  -  S.  M. 

Hephzibah  -  C.  M. 
Hopkins  -  S.  M. 
Horfley  -  L.  M. 
Horfmgton  (3.  6.) 
Hotham  -  (D.  7s.) 
Hoxton  -  (112th.) 
Huddersfield  C.  M. 
lrifh  C.  M. 

Iflington  -  L.  M. 

- Nectv,{e  e  Fv3  a  d  an 1  s 

James’s  -  C.  M. 


Jennings’s  (113th.) 
Jerfey  -  -  C.  M. 

Jewin  Str:et  (8,  7.) 
John's  -  (i22d.) 

Jordan  -  (8.7.4.) 

Jubilee,  fee  ME  bard;. 
Jubilee, New  ( 1 48th J 
Judes  -  -  L.  M  ■ 

Kentucky  (8,7.4., 
Kib worth  -  S.  Md 
Kimbolton  ]L ,  aVi- 

King  lb  ridge  L.  3VI- 

K  f<iy  ? 
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Knibbs's ,  fee  Ludlow 
Lambeth  -  (8s.) 

Langdon  -  L.M. 
Lebanon  -  L.M. 
Leeds  -  -  L.  M. 

Leoni  -  (6.8.4.) 

Lewes  -  (8.7.4.) 

Levvton  -  L.M. 
Li  me  field  -  (8s.) 

1  imehoufe  D.L.M. 
Liverpool  -  CM. 
Lock  -  -  (8s.) 

1  onuori  -  -  C.  M. 

Laughton  -  C.M. 
Low  Dutch ,  fee  Can¬ 
terbury 

Ludlow  -  -  C.M. 

Madan’s  -  L.  M. 
Magdalene  -  L.  M. 
Maiddone  -  C.  M. 
Manning  -  L.M. 
Mansfield  -  S.M. 
Marks  -  L.  M. 
Martin’s  Lane  L  M. 
Matthew’s  D.  C.  M. 
Miall  -  -  C.M. 

Michael’s  -  C.  M. 
Milbank  -  L.M. 
Milbourn  Port  C.  M. 
Miles’s  Lane  C.M. 
Milgroves  -  L.M. 
Mount  Ephraim  S.M. 
Newbury  -  C.  M. 
Newcaftle  -  S.M. 
New  Court  -  L.  M. 
New  Eagle  Street 
S.M 

New  50th  -  (10s.) 
New  Haven  (112th.) 
New  Jerufalem  (8s.) 
Newington  -  C.M. 
New  Sabbath  L.M. 
New  York  -  C.  M. 
Non  Nobis  - 
Northampton  Chapel 
„  (8-70 

Norwich,  New,  fee 
Scarborough 


F  PUBLICATIONS,  1 

Nuneaton  (8.7.7.) 
Old  50th.  -  (50th.) 
Old  100th.  -  L.  M. 
Old  104th.  (104th  ) 
Old  1 1 3th.  (1 13th  ) 
Otford  -  C.M. 

Oxford  -  C.  M. 
Paul’s  -  L.M. 

Painfwick  (8.7.4.) 
Peckham  -  S.M. 
Pithay  -  (ti.S.) 

Pope’s  Ode 
Portfmouth  New 

(148th.) 
Portugal  -  L.M. 
Price’s  •  S.  M. 

Prieftley  -  (8.7.) 

Providence  College 
C.  ML 

Redemption  L.  M. 
Refurre&ion  ( 1 48th.) 
Richmond  -  L.  M. 
Rippon’s  -  L.  M. 
Rochford  -  L.  M. 
Rothwell  -  L.M. 
Rovvles  -  D.  L.  M. 
Rutland  -  S.  M. 
Ryland  -  S.M. 

Salem  -  C.  M. 

Salem,  New  S.  M. 
Sa/ijbury ,  fee  Eader 
Hymn 

Scarborough  ( 1 12th) 
Scotland  -  (7s.) 

Sheffield  -  L.  M. 
Simons  -  S.  M. 
Silver  Street ,  fee  Fal¬ 
con  Street 

SouthamptonD.L.M. 
Southwark,  New 

C.  M. 

Sprague  -  C.  M. 
Spring  -  L.M. 
Stamford  D.C.  M. 
Stillman  -  C.M. 
Stockport  -  S.  M, 
Stockwell  (104th.) 
Stoel  -  (S.  7s. )[ 


791,  &c. 

Stoke  -  S.  M. 

Streatham  -  C.  M. 
Stroud ,  fee  Newbury 
Suffiex  -  (104th.) 

•Sutton  -  S.  M. 

Swithins  -  (148th.) 
Sydenham  -  C.  M. 
Tabernacle  (8.7.) 
Tiverton  -  C.  M. 
Tottenham  Court 

(7.6.8.) 
Trebles  -  L.M. 

Trevecca  (8.7.4.) 
Trowbridge  (8.7.) 
Truro  -  L.M. 
Tunbridge  -  C.M. 
Turin  -  (7s.  61.) 

Uffculm  -  (112th.) 
Ulverdon  «  L.M. 
Udick  -  S.M. 
Uxbridge  -  (8s.) 

Vermont  -  D.  S.  M. 
Verulam  --  (6s.) 

Virginia  -  L.M. 
Walfal  -  C.M. 
Wantage  -  C.M. 
Wareham  -  L.  M. 
Warfaw  -  (10s.) 

Way  brid  ge  -C.M. 
Waymouth,  fee  Green¬ 
wich,  New 
Wells  -  .  L.M. 

- Row  -  L.  M. 

Welih  -  (8.  7.) 

Wedbury  (8.7.4.) 
Wedon  Favel  C.  M. 
Wed  Street  (6.  9.) 
Whitefield  -  S.M. 
Wiltlhire  -  C.  M. 
Wincffieder  -  L.  M. 
Windfor  -  C.M. 
Winvvick  «  ($.6.) 
Wirkfworth . -  S.M. 
Wit  ton  s,  fee  )New 
York 

Workfop  -  C.  M. 
Yarmouth  -  L.M. 
Teoville ,  fee  Stockwell 


The  Hymn  Book  and  Tune  Book  are  fold  by  Mr.  Rippon,  and  at  his  Veltry, 
Carter-lane,  Tooley-llreet  ;  by  Mefirs.  Dilly ,  London  ;  Brown  and  ‘James,  Briftol ; 
j 3 inns,  Leeds;  Smith,  Sheffield;  Gray,  Edinburgh;  Alien,  Dublin;  and  by  the 
Baptift  Minijien  at  Bofton,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Charlefton,  in 
America. 
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Rev.  John  Ryland,  fen.  A.  M  *. 

The  Ch  a  rafter  of  the  Rev.  James  Nervy,  A.  M.  late  Reftor  of 
Wefton  Favel,  in  Northamptonfhire  ;  confidered  as  a  man  of 

genius  and  a  preacher — as  a  phiiofopher  and  chriilian  united _ 

— as  a  regenerate  man — as  a  man  endowed  with  the  dignity 
and  prerogatives  of  a  chriilian — as  a  man  of  fcience  and 
virtue— as  a  divine,  or  a  very  eminent  mailer  in  the  doftrine's 
and  duties  of  the  chriilian  religion.  With  fixty-five  of  his 
ORIGINAL  LETTERS,  to  the  author  of  this  life;  and  his 
real  llkenefs  on  a  copper-plate.  8vo.  Hitched,  pp.  412.  Price  5s. 
1791. 

Sold  by  Roberts,  Jordan,  Symonds,  Knott,  Afh,  and  Button, 

London. 

Rev.  John  Ryland,  jun.  A. M.  Northampton. 

Salvation  finiihed  as  to  its  Impetration  at  the  Death  of  Chrift  • 
and  with  refpeft  to  its  Application  at  the  Death  of  the  Chriilian  — 
A  Funeral  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert 
Hall,  fen.  To  which  is  annexed,  Mr.  Fuller’s  Oration  at  the 
Grave  ;  with  an  Appendix ,  containing  fome  brief  memoirs  of  Mr. 
Hall’s  Life,  and  a  fhort  hiilory  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  Arnfbv, 
over  which  he  was  Pallor  feven  and  thirty  years.  i2mo.  pp.  02. 
clofe  printed.  Price  is.  1791. 

Sold  by  Mathews,  Vernor,  Afh,  and  Button,  London. 


S. 

Rev.  Mefirs.  Sutcliff  and  Fuller. 

Jealoufy  for  the  Lord  of  Hoils  ;  and,  the  Pernicious  Influence 
of  Delay  in  Religious  Concerns :  two  DifcourJes  delivered  at  a 
meeting  of  Ministers,  at  Clipilone,  in  Northamptcnfnire,  April 
27,  1791.  The  former  by  John  Sutcliff,  of  Olney,  on 
1  Kings  xix.  10.  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  Hof  s ; 
the  latter  by  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Kettering,  on  Haggai  i.  2! 
Thus  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of  Hojls,  faying ,  This  people  fay.  The  time  is  not 
come ,  the  time  that  the  Lordys  houfe  Jhould  be  built .  iamo  pp  ?o 
Price  6d.  *  1  J  ' 

Sold  by  Vernor,  Afh,  Mathews,  Button,  and  Gardner,  London  ; 

and  by  Smith,  at  Sheffield. 

Rev.  Mr.  William  Scott,  near  Wycombe  Marfh,  Bucks. 

Scripture  Chronology,  and  remarkable  FEras,  from  the  Creation 
to  the  prefent  Time.  One  large  fheet,  price  6d. 

Sold  by  Knott,  Lombara-flreet,  London. 

,  f  Mr*  Ryland  dep-uted  this  life,  Tuefday,  July  24,  179-.  He  was  very  happy 
in  his  foul. 

Rev. 


Rev,  Mr.  John  St  anger,  Beffel’s  Green,  near  Sevenoaks, 

Kent. 

A  Ihort  View  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  Hated  in  the 
Scriptures;  in  a  letter  to  a  friend.  8vo.  pp.  20.  1791. 

Sold  by  Button,  London ;  and  Clout,  Sevenoaks. 

Mr.  S.  Staughton. 

A  Selection  of  “Remarkable  Everts  in  the  Lives  of  the  Primitive  Fa¬ 
thers ,  eminent  Reformers ,  and  Martyrs ,  in  ihe  Chrifiian  Church  ,  in¬ 
cluding  a  concife  Hiftory  of  the  Lives,  Sufferings,  and  Deaths,  of 
the  Noblemen,  Bifhops,  and  other  diftinguifhed  Perfons,  who 
have  valiantly  defended  the  Proteftant  Religion  ;  feveral  linking 
Anecdotes;  and  an  Account  of  lingular  Judgments  inflicted  by 
Almighty  God  upon  many  cruel  Perfecutors  of  his  Church.  The 
whole  calculated  to  infpire  the  reader  with  fublime  fentiments  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  check  the  growing  infidelity  of  the 
age.  izmo.  pp.  336.  Price  3s.  in  boards. 

Sold  by  Luckman,  in  Coventry ;  and  by  Mathews,  London. 

Rev.  Dr.  Stennett,  and  Rev.  Mr.  John  Tommas. 

floe  Mortality  of  Minifers  contrafted  voith  the  Unchangeablenefs  of 
Chrijl: — In  a  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev. 
Caleb  Evans,  D.D.  who  departed  this  life  Augull  9,  1791, 
in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age  :  preached  at  Broad-Mead, 
Briftol,  Auguft  21,  1791,  by  Samuel  Stennet,  D.D.  To  which 
is  added,  the  Addrefs  delivered  at  his  interment,  by  the  Rev. 
John  Tommas.  Publilhed  at  the  requeft  of  the  family  and 
congregation.  8vo,  pp.  58.  The  fecond  Edition .  Price  is. 
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Sold  by  Cadell,  Dilly,  Bilhop,  and  Knott,  London;  and  by 
Browne,  Cottle,  and  the  other  bookfellers  in  Briftol. 

Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  D.D. 

Pallor  of  the  firft  Baptift  Church  in  Bofton,  New  England;  and 
Fellow  of  Rhode  Illand  College. 

A  Sermon  preached  May  31,  1791,  in  Providence,  State  of  Rhode 
Illand,  on  the  death  of  Nicholas  Brown,  Efq.  who  died  the 
29th  preceding,  aged  62.  Publilhed  at  the  defire  of  the  be¬ 
reaved  family.  8vo.  pp.  28.  1791. 

Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Swain,  Walworth,  near  London. 

1.  Redemption,  a  Poem,  in  live  Books;  8vo.  pp.  187,  Price 
2s.  6d.  boards,  1789. 

2.  Experimental  Effays  on  Divine  Subjects,  in  Verfe  and  Profe  : 
and  Hymns  lor  focial  Worlhip.  Small  fize,  pp.  167.  Price 
is.  fed.  1791. 

Rev. 
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T. 

Rev.  Joshua  Toulmin*,  A.  M.  Taunton. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Town  of  Taunton ,  embellilhed  with  Plates, 

CONTENTS. 

The  ancient  ftate  of  the  Town  of  Taunton — its  principal  build¬ 
ings — its  civil  conftitution — the  trade,  manufactures  and  navi¬ 
gation  of  it — the  political  tranfadtions  and  revolutions,  in 
which  Taunton  has  been  the  fcene  of  a&ion. —  I  he  preient  ftate, 
the  modern  improvement  and  population  of  the  town.  The 
whole  is  illuftrated  with  a  map  of  the  country,  feven  miles  round 
Taunton  ;  a  plan,  elevation,  and  fedtion  of  the  general  hof- 
pital ;  a  view  of  the  caftle,  and  another  of  the  tower  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalene’s  church,  4to.  pp.  192.  Price  7s.  6d.  179U 

Sold  by  Johnfon,  London;  and  Norris,  Taunton. 

Rev.  Mr.  Zenas  Trivett,  Langham,  EfTex. 

Plain  Chrijiian  Duties  recommended,  in  an  exhortation  delivered  at 
the  fettlement  of  a  church  of  the  Baptift  denomination,  on  the 
2 2d  of  March  1790,  and  now  publifhed,  by  requeft,  for  the 
benefit  of  Chriftians  in  general,  and  members  of  churches  in 
particular,  8vo.  pp.  37.  Price  6d.  1791. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wills,  A.  B  f. 

Minifter  of  Silver-ftreet  Chapel,  London;  and  formerly  of  Mag¬ 
dalen  Hall,  Oxford. 

1.  The  Spiritual  Regifter ;  or,  an  authentic  Account  of  the  Lord’s 
Dealings  with  many  Believers,  who  have  lately  departed  in  the 
Triumphs  of  Faith:  to  which  are  added,  fome  Instances  of  the 
judgments  of  Qod  on  the  iippenjtent  and  ungodly. 

2  Vol.  i2mo.  Price  4s.  in  boards,  and  5s.  bound. 

N.  B.  For  the  accommodation  of  perfons  who  have  the  fir  ft  vo¬ 
lume,  the  fecond  may  be  had  feparate,  price  2s.  in  boards,  or 

2s.  6d.  bound, 

2.  Chrift  a  Chriftian’s  Life :  or,  a  praftical  Difcourfe  of  a  Be¬ 
liever’s  Life,  derived  from  Chrift,  and  refolved  into  Chrift. 
Being  the  fubftance  of  feveral  Sermons,  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
f oh n  Gammon.  With  a  recommendatory  preface,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wills.  Price  2s.  in  boards,  and  2s.  6d.  bound. 

Sold  by  Trapp  and  Mathews,  London;  Hazard,  Bath,  an<| 

*  Mills,  Rriftol. 


*  A  general  Baptift  minifter. 
f  An  evangelical  Scceder  from  the  Church  of  England, 
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An  Account  of  feveral  Baptift  Churches,  conftfting 
chiefly  of  NEGRO  SLAVES :  particularly  of 
one  at  Kmgjlon ,  in  Jamaica  ;  and  another  at  Sa¬ 
vannah  in  Georgia. 


A  LETTER  from  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Jofeph  Cook  of  the 
Euhaw,  upper  Indian  Land,  South  Carolina,  bearing  date 
Sept.  15,  1790,  fays,  44  A  poor  negro,  commonly  called, 
among  his  own  friends,  Brother  George,  has  been  fo  highly  fa¬ 
voured  of  God,  as  to  plant  the  firft  Baptift  Church  in  Sa¬ 
vannah,  and  another  in  Jamaica:”  This  account  produced 
an  earned:  defire  to  know  the  circumftances  of  both  thefe  fo- 
cieties.  Hence  letters  were  written  to  the  R.ev.  Mr.  Cook, 
at  the  Euhaw ;  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Clarke,  at  Savannah ;  to 
Mr.  Wefley’s  people  at  Kingfton  ;  with  a  view  to  obtain  in¬ 
formation,  in  which  particular  regard  was  had  to  the  cha- 
r after  of  this  poor  but  fuccefsful  minifter  of  Chrift.  Satif- 
fadlory  accounts  have  been  received  from  each  of  thefe  quar¬ 
ters,  and  a  letter  from  brother  George  himfelf,  containing  an 
anfwer  to  more  than  fifty  queftions  propofed  in  a  letter  to 
him :  We  prefume  to  give  an  epitome  of  the  whole  to  our 
friends,  hoping  that  they  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  let  a  plain 
unlettered  people  convey  their  ideas  in  their  own  fimple  way. 

Brother  George’s  words  are  diftinguifhed  by  inverted  com¬ 
mas,  and  what  is  not  fo  marked,  is  either  matter  comprefled 
or  information  received  from  fuch  perfons  to  whom  applica¬ 
tion  has  been  made  for  it. 

George  Liele,  called  alfo  George  Sharp  becaufe  his 
owner’s  name  was  Sharp ,  in  a  letter  dated  Kingfton,  Dec.  18, 
1791,  fays,  “  I  was  born  in  Virginia,  my  father’s  name  was 
Liele,  and  my  mother’s  name  Nancy;  I  cannot  afeertain 
much  of  them,  as  I  went  to  feveral  parts  of  America  when 
young,  and  at  length  relided  in  New  Georgia;  but  was  in¬ 
formed  both  by  white  and  black  people,  that  my.  father  was 
the  only  black  perfon  who  knew  the  Lord  in  a  fpiritual  way 
in  that  country :  I  always  had  a  natural  fear  of  God  from 
my  youth,  and  was  often  checked  in  confcience  with  thoughts 
of  death,  which  barred  me  from  many  fins  and  bad  company. 

I  knew  no  other  way  at  that  time  to  hope  for  falvation  but 
only  in  the  performance  of  my  good  works.”  About  two 
years  before  the  late  war ,  “  the  Rev.  Mr.  Matthew  Moore*, 
one  Sabbath  afternoon,  as  I  flood  with  curiofity  to  hear  him. 


Mr.  Moore  was  an  ordained  Baptift  minifter,  of  the  county  of  Burke,  in  Geor¬ 
gia  ;  he  died,  it  feems,  fome  time  fince.  Eon  or. 

he 
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he  unfolded  all  my  dark  views,  opened  my  bell  behaviour  and 
o-ood  works  to  me,  which  I  thought  I  was  to  be  faved  by, 
and  I  was  convinced  that  I  was  not  in  the  way  to  heaven,  but 
in  the  wav  to  hell.  This  hate  I  laboured  under  for  the  fpace 
of  five  or  fix  months.  The  more  I  heard  or  read,  the  more 
I”  faw  that  I  44  was  condemned  as  a  finner  before  God ;  till 
at  length  I  was  brought  to  perceive  that  my  life  hung  by  a 
{lender  thread,  and  if  it  was  the  will  of  God  to  cut  me  olf^  at 
that  time,  I  was  fare  I  fhould  be  found  in  hell,  as  fure  as  God 
was  in  heaven.  I  faw  my  condemnation  in  my  own  hearty 
and  I  found  no  way  wherein  I  could  elcape  the  damnation  of 
hell,  only  through  the  merits  of  my  dying  Lord  and  Saviour 
fefus  Chrift;  which  Caufed  me  to  make  interceffion  with 
thrift,  for  the  falvation  of  my  poor  immortal  foul ;  and  1 
full  well  recollect,  I  requeued  of  my  Lord  and  Mailer  to 
give  me  a  work,  I  did  not  care  how  mean  it  was,  only  to  try 
anfl  fee  how  good  I  would  do  it.”  When  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  method  of  falvation  by  our  Lord  Jelus 
Chrift,  he  foon  found  relief,  particularly  at  a  time  when  he 
was  earneftly  engaged  in  prayer;  yea,  he  fays,  44  I  felt  Inch 
love  and  joy  as  my  tongue  was  not  able  to  exprefs.  After  this 
I  declared  before  the  congregation  of  believers  the  work  which 
God  had  done  for  my  foul,  and  the  fame  minifter,  the  Rev. 
Matthew  Moore,  baptized  me,  and  1  continued  in  this 
church  about  four  years,  till  the  vacuation”  of  Savannah  by 
the  Britifh.  When  Mr.  Liele  was  called  by  grace  himfell, 
he  was  defirous  of  promoting  the  felicity  of  others.  One 
who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  it,  fays,  That  he- began  to  difcover 
his  love  to  other  negroes ,  on  the  fame  plantation  with  himfelf ,  by 
reading  hymns  among  them ,  encouraging  them  to  Jwgt  and  fome- 
times  by  explaining  the  moft  Jinking  parts  of  them.  His  own 
account  is  this,  44  Defiring  to  prove”  the  fenfe  I  had  of  44  my 
obligations  to  God,  I  endeavoured  to  inllruS!”  the  people  of 
44  my  own  colour  in  the  word  of  God :  the  white  brethren 
feeing  my  endeavours,  and  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  feemed 
to  be  bleffed,  gave  me  a  call  at  a  quarterly  meeting  to 
preach  before  the  congregation.”  Afterwards  Mr.  Moore 
took  the  fenfe  of  the  church  concerning  brother  Liele’s  abi¬ 
lities,  when  it  appeared  to  be  their  unanimous  opinion,  44  that 
he  was  poffefTed  of  minifterial  gifts,”  and,  according  to  the 
cuftom  which  obtains  in  forne  of  the  American  churches, 
he  was  licenfed  as  a  probationer.  He  now.  exercifed  at  dif¬ 
ferent  plantations,  efpecially  on  thofe  Lord’s  Day  evenings 
when  there  was  no  fervice  performed  in  the  church  to  which 
he  belonged;  and  preached  44  about  three  years  at  Brunton 
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land,  and  at  Yamacraw,”  which  laft  place  is  about  half*  a 
mile  from  Savannah.  Mr.  Henry  Sharp,  his  mafter,  being 
a  deacon  of  the  church  which  called  George  Liele  to  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  fome  years  before  his  death  gave  him 
his  freedom,  only  he  continued  in  the  family  till  his  m after’s 
exit.  Mr.  Sharp  in  the  time  of  the  war  was  an  officer,  and 
was  at  laft  killed  in  the  king’s  fervice,  by  a  ball  which  ftiot 
off  his  hand.  The  author  of  this  account  handled  the 
bloody  glove,  which  he  wore  when  h<5  received  the 
fatal  wound.  Some  perfons  were  at  this  time  diffatffied 
with  George’s  liberation,  and  threw  him  into  prifon,  but 
by  producing  the  proper  papers  he  was  releafed ;  his  particular 
friend  in  this  bufinefs  was  colonel  Kirkland.  “  At  the  va- 
cuation  of  the  country  I  was  partly  obliged  to  come  to  Ja¬ 
maica,  as  an  indented  fervant,  for  money  I  owed  him,  he 
promifing  to  be  my  friend  in  this  country.  1  was  landed  at 
Kingflon,  and  by  the  colonel’s  recommendation  to  general 
Campbell,  the  governor  of  the  Ifland,  I  was  employed  by 
him  two  years,  and  on  his  leaving  the  ifland,  he  gave  me 
written  certificate  from  under  his  own  hand  of  my  good  beha¬ 
viour.  As  foon  as  I  had  fettled  Col.  Kirkland’s  demand  on  me, 
I  had  a  certificate  of  my  freedom  from  the  veftry  and  gover¬ 
nor,  according  to  the  aft  of  this  Ifland,  both  for  myfelf  and 
family.  Governor  Campbell  left  the  Ifland.  I  began,  about 
September  1784,  to  preach  in  Kingflon,  in  a  final!  private  houfe, 
to  a  good  fmart  congregation,  and  I  formed  the  church' 
with  four  brethren  from  America  befides  myfelf,  and  the 
preaching  took  very  good  effeft  with  the  poorer  fort,  efpe- 
cially  the  Haves.  The  people  at  firft  perfecuted  us  both  at 
meetings  and  baptifms,  but,  God  be  praifed,  they  feldom 
interrupt  us  now.  We  have  applied  to  the  Honourable 
House  of  Assembly,  with  a  petition  of  our  diftreffes, 
being  poor  people,  defiring  to  worfhip  Almighty  God  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenets  of  the  Bible,  and  they  have  granted  us 
liberty,  and  given  us  their  fanftion.  Thanks  be  to  God  we 
have  liberty  to  worfhip  him  as  we  pleafe  in  Kingflon.  Yort 
afk  about  thofe  who,”  in  a  judgment  of  charity,  “  have  been 
converted  to  Chrifl.  I  think  they  are  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty.  I  have  baptized  four  hundred  in  Jamaica.  At 
Kingflon  I  baptize  in  the  fea,  at  Spanifh  Town  in  the  river, 
and  at  convenient  places  in  the  countrv.  We  have  nigh 
THREE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  MEMBERS  ;  a  few  white 
people  among  them,  one  white  brother  of  the  firft  battalion 
of  rdyals,  from  England,  baptized  by  Rev.  Thomas  Davis. 
Several  members  have  been  difmiffed  to  other  churches,  and 
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twelve  have  died.  I  have  fent  enclofed”  an  account  of  “  the 
converfion  and  death  of  fome.  A  few  of  Mr.  Wefley’s  peo¬ 
ple,  after  immerhon,  join  us  and  continue  with  us.  We  have, 
together  with  well  wifhers  and  followers,  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  about  fifteen  hundred  people.  "W  e  receive  none 
into  the  church  without  a  few  lines  from  their  owners  of 
their  good  behaviour  towards  them  and  religion.  The  creoles 
of  the  country,  after  they  are  converted  and  baptized,  as  God 
enables  them,  prove  very  faithful.  I  have  deacons  and  elders, 
a  few ;  and  teachers  of  fmall  congregations  in  the  town  and 
country,  where  convenience  fuits  them  to  come  together; 
and  I  am  paftor.  I  preach  twice  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  in  the 
forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  twice  in  the  week,  and  have  not 
been  abfent  fix  Sabbath  Days  fmce  I  formed  the  church  in 
this  country.  I  receive  nothing  for  myfervices;  I  preach, 
baptize,  adminifter  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  travel  from  one 
place  to  another  to  publifh  the  gofpel,  and  to  fettle  church 
affairs,  all  freely.  I  have  one  of  the  chofen  men,  whom  I 
baptized,  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and  a  native  of  this 
country,  who  keeps  the  regulations  of  church  matters ;  and 
I  promoted  a  free  school  for  the  inftrudiion  of  the  children, 
both  free  and  flaves,  and  he  is  the  fchoolmafler. 

“  I  cannot  jubly  tell  what  is  my  age,  as  I  have  no  ac¬ 
count  of  the  time  of  my  birth,  but  1  fuppofe  I  am  about 
forty  years  old.  I  have  a  wife  and  four  children.  My  wife 
was  baptized  by  me  in  Savannah,  at  Brunton  land,  and  I 
have  every  fatisfadtion  in  life  from  her.  She  is  much  the 
fame  age  as  myfelf.  My  elded  fon  is  nineteen  years,  my 
next  fon  feventeen,  the  third  fourteen,  and  the  lab  child,  a 
girl  of  eleven  years ;  they  are  all  members  of  the  church. 
My  occupation  is  a  farmer,  but  as  the  feafons,  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  are  uncertain,  I  alfo  keep  a  team  of  horfes,  and 
waggons  for  the  carrying  goods  from  one  place  to  another 
which  I  attend  to  myfelf,  with  the  abidance  of  my  fons ; 
and  by  this  way  of  life  have  gained  the  good  will  of  the  public, 
who  recommend  me  to  budnefs,  and  to  fome  very  principal 
work  for  government. 

“  I  have  a  few  books,  fome  good  old  authors  and  fermions, 
and  one  large  bible  that  was  given  me  by  a  gentleman  :  a  good 
many  of  our  members  can  read,  and  are  all  dedrous  to  learn  ; 
they  will  be  very  thankful  for  a  few  books  to  read  on  Sundays 
and  other  days. 

“  The  lad  accounts  I  had  from  Savannah  were,  that  th 
Golpel  had  taken  very  great  effedl  both  there  and  in  South 
Carolina.  Brother  Andrew  Bryan,  a  black  number  at  Sa- 

3  v  vannah. 
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vannah,  has  two  hundred  members,  in  full  fellowfKip? 
and  had  certificates  from  their  owners  of  one  hundred 
more,  who  had  given  in  their  experiences  and  were  ready 
to  be  baptized.  Alfo  I  received  accounts  from  Nova  Scotia 
of  a  clack  Baptift  preacher,  Brother  David  George,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  church  at  Savannah ;  he  had  the  permiflion 
of  the  governor  to  preach  in  three  provinces;  his  members  in 
full  communion  were  then  sixty,  white  and  black,  the  Gof- 
pel  fpreading.  Brother  Amos  is  at  Providence,  he  writes  me 
that  the  Gofpel  has  taken  good  effefil,  and  is  fpreading  greatly ; 
he  has  about  three  hundred  members.  Brother  Jefly 
Gaulfing,  another  black  minifter,  preaches  near  Augufta,  in 
South  Carolina,  at  a  place  where  I  ufed  to  preach  ;  he  was  a 
member  ot  the  church  at  Savannah,  and  has  sixty  mem¬ 
bers  ;  and  a  great  work  is  going  on  there. 

“  I  agree  to  election,  redemption,  the  fall  of  Adam,  re¬ 
generation,  and  perfeverance,  knowing  the  promife  is  to  all 
who  endure,  in  grace,  faith,  and  good  works,  to  the  end, 
ihall  be  laved. 

“  There  is  no  Baptift  church  in  this  country  but  ours. 
We  have  purchafed  a  piece  of  land,  at  the  eaft  end  of  King- 
Bon,  containing  three  acres,  for  thefum  of  155  L*  currency,  and 
on  it  have  begun  a  meeting-houfe  fifty-feven  feet  in  length  by 
thirty-feven  in  breadth.  We'  have  raifed  the  brick  wall  eight 
feet  high  from  the  foundation,  and  intend  to  have  a  gallery. 
Several  gentlemen,  members  of  the  houfe  of  aflembly,  and 
other  gentlemen,  have  fubfcribed  towards  the  building  about 
40I.  i  he  chief  part  of  our  congregation  are  slaves,  and 
their  owners  allow  them,  in  common,  but  three  or  four  bits 
per  week  f  for  allowance  to  feed  themfelves ;  and  out  of  fo 
imali  a  fum  we  cannot  expedl  any  thing  that  can  be  of  fervice 
from  them ;  if  we  did  it  would  foon  bring  a  fcandal  upon  reli¬ 
gion;  and  the  free  people  in  our  fociety  are  but  poor, 
but  they  are  all  willing,  both  free  and  flaves,  to  do  what 
they  can.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  too  much  entangled  with 
the  affans  of  the  wTorid  to  go  on,”  as  I  would,  44  with  my 
defign,  in  fupporting  the  caufe:  this  has,  I  acknowledge, 
been  a  great  hindrance  to  the  Gofpel  in  one  way;  but  as  I 
have  endeavoured  to  fet  a  good  example”  of  induftry  44  before 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  it  has  given  general  fatisfacfion 

another  way. - And,  Rev.  Sir,  we  think  the  Lord  has 

put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Baptift  focieties  in  England  to  help 
and  aftift  us  in  completing  this  building,  which  we  look  upon 
will  be  the  greateft  undertaking  ever  was  in  this  country  for 

^'1401.  currency  is  icol.  fterling. 

4  A  bit  is  fe\  en-pence  halfpenny  currency,  or  about  five-  pence  halfpenny  ftcrling. 

the 
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theTringing  of  fouls  from  darknefs  into  the  light  of  the  Gof- 
pejo _ And  as  the  Lord  has  put  it  into  your  heart  to  en¬ 

quire  after  us,  we  place  all  our  confidence  in  you,  to  make 
our  circumftances  known  to  the  feveral  Baptift  churches  in 
England ;  and  we  look  upon  you  as  our  father,  friend,  and 
brother. 

“  Within  the  brick  wall  we  have  a  fhelter,  in  which  we 
worfhip,  until  our  building  can  be  accomplifhed. 

<<  Your - letter  was  read  to  the  church  two  or  three 

times,  and  did  create  a  great  deal  of  love  and  warmnels 
throughout  the  whole  congregation,  who  fhouted  for  joy  and 
comfort,  to  think  that  the  Lord  had  been  fo  gracious  as  to 
fatisfy  us  in  this  country  with  the  very  fame  religion  with 

_ our  beloved  brethren  in  the  old  country,  according  to 

the  fcriptures ;  and  that  fuch  a  worthy - oi  London, 

fhould  write  in  fo  loving  a  manner  to  fuch  poor  worms  as  we 
And  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  That  the  whole  congregation 


are. 


fang  out  that  they  would,  through  the  affiftance  of  God, 
remember  you  in  their  prayers.  They  altogether  give  their 
Chriftian  love  to  you,  and  all  the  worthy  profeffors  of  Jefus 
Chrift  in  your  church  at  London,  and  beg  the  prayers  of 
your  congregation,  and  the  prayers  of  the  churches  in  gene¬ 
ral,  wherever  it  pleafes  you  to  make  known  our  cncum- 
ftances.  I  remain  with  the  utmoft  love  -----  Rev.  Six , 
your  unworthy  fellow-labourer,  fervant,  and  bx  other  111 

Chrift. 

GEORGE  LIELE. 


P.  S.  We  have  chofen  twelve  truftees,  all  of  whom  are 
members  of  our  church,  whofe  names  are  fpecified  in  the^ 
title  ;  the  title  proved  and  recorded  in  the  fecretary’s  office  of 
this  ifland. 

I  would  have  anfwered  your  letter  much  fooner,  but  am 
encumbered  with  bufinefs  :  the  whole  ifland  under  arms ; 
feveral  of  our  members  and  a  deacon  w^ere  obliged  to  be  on 
duty  ;  and  I  being  trumpeter  to  the  troop  of  horfe  in  Ki.ng- 
fton,  am  frequently  called  upon.  'And  alfo  by  order  of  go¬ 
vernment  I  was  employed  in  carrying  all  the  cannon  that 
could  be  found  lying  about  this  part  of  the  country.  ^  This 
pccafioned- my  long  delay,  which  1  beg  you  will  excule. 


a 


To 
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•To  the  Rev.  Mr.' John  Rippon. 

Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  Nov.  26,  179*. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  perufal  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  July  lafl,  gave  me 
much  pleafure- — to  find  that  you  had  intere fled  yourfelf  to 
ferve  the  glorious  caufe  Mr.  Liele  is  engaged  in.  He  has  been 
for  a  confiderable  time  pall  very  zealous  in  the  mimflry ;  but 
his  congregation  being  chiefly  flaves,  they  had  it  not  in  their 
power  to  fupport  him,  therefore  he  has  been  obliged  to  do  it 
from  his  own  induflry ;  this  has  taken  a  confiderable  part  of 
his  time  and  much  of  his  attention  from  his  labours  in  the 
miniftry :  however,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  it  has  been  of 
effential  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  GOD,  for  his  induflry  has  fet 
a  good  example  to  his  flock,  and  has  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  enemies  to  religion  to  fay,  that  he  has  been  eating  the 
bread  of  idlenefs,  or  lived  upon  the  poor  flaves.  The  idea 
that  too  much  prevails  here  amongft  the  mailers  of  flaves  is, 
that  if  their  minds  are  confiderably  enlightened  by  religion  or 
otherwife,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  the  moil;  dangerous 
confequences ;  and  this  has  been  the  only  caufe  why  the  Me- 
thodifl  miniflers  and  Mr.  Liele  have  not  made  a  greater  pro- 
grefs  in  the  miniflry  amongfl  the  llaves.  Alas !  how  much  is 
it  to  be  lamented,  that  a  full  Quarter  of  a  Million  of 
poor  fouls  fhould  fo  long  remain  in  a  flate  of  nature;  and  that 
mailers  fhould  be  fo  blind  to  their  own  interefl  as  not  to  know 
the  difference  between  obedience  inforced  by  the  lafh  of  the 
whip  and  that  which  flows  from  religious  principles.  Al¬ 
though  I  much  admire  the  general  dotlrine  preached  in  the 
Methodifl  church,  yet  I  by  no  means  approve  of  their  difci- 
pline  let  up  by  Mr.  Welley,  that  reverend  man  of  God.  I 
very  early  faw  into  the  impropriety  of  admitting  flaves  into 
their  focieties  without  permijjion  of  their  owners ,  and  told  them 
the  confequences  that  would  attend  it:  but  they  rejedled  my 
advice;  and  it  has  riot  only  prevented  the  increafe  of  their 
church,  but  has  raifed  them  many  enemies.  Mr.  Liele  has 
Very  wifely  a£led  a  different  part.  He  has,  I  believe,  admit¬ 
ted  no  flaves  into  fcciety  but  thofe  who  had  obtained  permif- 
fion  from  their  owners,  by  which  he  has  made  many  friends; 
and  I  think  the  Almighty  is  now  opening  a  way  for  another 
church  in  the  capital,  where  the  Methodifls  could  not  gain 
any  ground  :  a  fhort  time  will  determine  it,  of  which  I  fhall 
advife  you. — I  really  have  not  time  to  enter  fo  fully  on  this 
fubjedb  as  I  with,  being  very  much  engaged  in  my  own  tern- 
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poral  affairs,  and  at  prefent  having  no  clerk.— The  love  I  bear 
to  the  caufe  of  God,  and  the  defire  I  have  of  being  any  ways 
inftrumental  to  the  eftabliffiing  of  it  in  this  land  of  darknefs, 
has  led  me  to  write  this :  but  before  I  conclude,  I  have  fome 
very  interefting  particulars  to  lay  before  you.— Mr.  Liele  has 
by  the  aid  of  his  congregation  and  the  afiiftance  of  fome  few 
people,  railed  the  walls  of  a  church  ready  to  receive  the  roof, 
but  has  not  the  means  to  lay  it  on  and  hnifh  it ;  nor  do  I  fee 
any  profpedf  of  its  going  further,  without  he  teceives  the  aid 
of  fome  religious  inftitution  from  home.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  I  think,  would  complete  it ;  and  it  this  turn  could 
be  raifed,  it  would  greatly  ferve  the  caufe  of  GOJJ,  and  might 
fee  the  means  of  bringing  many  hundred  fouls,  who  are  now 
in  a  ftateof  darknefs,  to  the  knowledge  of  our  great  Redeemer., 
If  this  could  be  raifed,  the  fooner  the  better.  Our  family 
contributed  towards  the  purchafe  of  the  Methodift  chapel ; 
nor  fhall  our  mite  be  wanting  to  forward  this  work  ir  it  meets 
with  any  encouragement  from  home. — I  am  a  ftrangei  to  you, 
but  you  may  know  my  charadter  from  Daniel  Shea,  Ef<j;  and 
John  Parker,  Efcp  merchants  in  your  city  \  01  from  Mr.  Sa~ 
muel  Yockney,  tea-dealer,  in  Bedford  Row.  , 

Perhaps  you  may  expedt  me  to  fay  fome  tiling  of  Mr  Liele  s 
charadler.  He  is  a  very  mduftnous  man  -decent  and  humble 
in  his  manners,  and,  I  think,  a  good  man.  This  is  my  opi¬ 
nion  of  him.  I  love  all  Chriftians  or  every  denomination j 
and  remain,  with  refpedd  and  fincere  regard, 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

STEPHEN  COOKE. 


KFTCH  OF  THE  BLACK  BAPTIST  CHURCH  AT  SAVAN- 

Georgia  ;  and  of  their  Minifter  Andrew 
Bryan,  extracted  from  feveral  Letters. 

Savannah,  July  19,  179°>  ^c' 

Dear  Brother,  ,  , 

“  With  pleafure  I  received  your  favour  of  the  20th  ult. 

[\ore  particularly,  as  I  trulf  the  correfpondence  may  be  of  ule 

0  Brother  Andrew’s  church ;  concerning  the  origin  of  which, 

have  taken  from  him  the  following  account.  ^ 
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u  Our  Brother  Andrew  was  one  of  the  black  hearers  of 
George  Liele ,”  of  whom  an  account  was  given  before ;  “  and 
ivas  hopefully  converted  by  his  preaching  from  chapter  iii.  of 
St.  John’s  Gofpel,  and  a  claufe  of  verfe  7,  Te  muji  be  born 
again :  prior  to  the  departure  of  George  Liele  for  Jamaica,  he 
came  up  from  Tybee  river,  where  departing  veffels  frequently 
lay  ready  for  fea,  and  baptized  our  Brother  Andreiv ,  with  a 
wench  of  the  name  of  Hagar ,  both  belonging  to  Jonathan 
Bryans  Efq;  thefe  were  the  laft  performances  of  our  Brother 
George  Liele  in  this  quarter.  About  eight  or  nine  months 
after  his  departure,  Andrew  began  to  exhort  his  black  hear¬ 
ers,  with  a  few  whites.  Edward  Davis,  Efq;  indulged  him 
and'his  hearers  to  ere6t  a  rough  building  on  his  land,  at  Va- 
rnacraw ,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Savannah,  for  a  place  of  worfhip, 
of  which  they  have  been  very  artfully  dilpoftefted.  In  this 
their  beginning  of  worfhip  they  had  frequent  interruptions 
from  the  whites;  as  it  was  at  a  time  that  a  number  of  blacks 
had  abfconded,  and  fome  had  been  taken  away  by  the  Britifh. 
This  was  a  plaulible  excufe  for  their  wickednefs  in  the  inter¬ 
ruptions.  The  whites  grew  more  and  more  inveterate ;  tak¬ 
ing  numbers  of  them  before  magiftrates — they  were  impri- 
foued  and  whipped.  Sampfon ,  a  Brother  of  Andrew ,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  mailer,  was  converted  about  a  year  after  him, 
and  continued  with  him  in  all  their  perfections,  and  does 
until  now.  Thefe,  with  many  others,  were  twice  imprifoned, 
and  about  fifty  were  feverely  whipped,  particularly  Andrew , 
who  was  cut ,  and  bled  abundantly ,”  while  he  was  under  their 
lafhes ;  Brother  Hambleton  fays,  he  held  up  his  hands,  and 
told  his  perfecutors  that  he  rejoiced  not  only  to  be  whipped, 
but  would  freely  f uffer  death  for  the  eaufe  of  Jefius  Chrifi. ' 
“  The  chief  juftice  Henry  Ojborne ,  Efq;  James  Haberfham , 
Efq;  %  and  David  Montague ,  Efq;  were  their  examinants, 
and  releafed  them.  Their  kind  mafter  alfo  interceded  for 
them;  and  was  much  affedled  and  grieved  at  their  punifh- 
ment.”  Brother  Hambleton  w7as  alfo  an  advocate  for  them; 
and  further  fays,  that  at  one  of  their  examinations  George 
Walton ,  Efq;  fpoke  freely  in  favour  of  the  fufferers;  faying, 
that  fuch  treatment  would  be  condemned  even  among  barba¬ 
rians.  “  The  chief  juftice  Ojborne  then  gave  them  liberty 
to.  continue  their  worfhip  any  time  between  fun-rifing  and 
fun-fet ;  and  their  indulgent  mafier  told  the  magiftrates,  that 
he  would  give  them  the  liberty  of  his  own  houfe  or  his  barn}  at 


*  The  Rev.  Mr.  George  Whitefield’s  intimate  friend. 
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a  place  called  Brampton,  about  three  miles  from  town,  and 
that  they  fhould  not  be  interrupted  in  their  worfhip.  In  con- 
fequence  hereof,  they  made  ufe  of  their  mailer's  barn ,  where 
they  had  a  number  of  hearers,  with  little  or  no  interruption, 
for  about  two  years.  During  the  time  of  worfhip  at  Bramp¬ 
ton,  Brother  Thomas  Burton ,  an  elderly  Baptift  preacher,  paid 
them  a  vifit,  examined  and  baptized  about  eighteen  blacks :  at 
another  period  while  there,  they  received  a  vifit  from  our 
Brother  Abraham  Marjhatl  *,  who  examined  and  baptized 
about  forty,  and  gave  them  two  certificates  from  under  his 
hand;”  copies  of  which  follow: 

This  is  to  certify,  that  upon  examination  into  the  experi¬ 
ences  and  charadters  of  a  number  of  Ethiopians,  at  and  adja¬ 
cent  to  Savannah,  it  appears  that  God  has  brought  them  out 
of  darknefs  into  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  and  given  them  fel- 
lowlhip  one  with  the  other:  believing  it  is  the  will  ol  Chrift, 
we  have  conftituted  them  a  church  of  Jefus  Chrill,  to  keep 
up  his  worfhip  and  ordinances. 

1  x  A.  MARSHALL,  Y.  D.  M. 

January  19,  17  SB. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  the  Ethiopian  church  of  Jefus 
Chrift  at  Savannah,  have  called  their  beloved  Brother  Andrew 
to  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  We  have  examined  into  his 
qualifications,  and  believing  it  to  be  the  will  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  church,  we  have  appointed  him  to  preach  the  Gofpel, 
and  adminifter  the  ordinances,  as  God  in  his  providence  may 

CalL  A,  MARSHALL,  V.  D.  M. 

January  20,  17 88. 

“  After  the  death  of  their  matter,  his  fon,  Dr.  William 
Bryan,  generoufly  continued  them  the  ufe  of  the  .  barn  for 
worfhip,  until  the  eftate  was  divided  among  the  family.  Our 
Brother  Andrew ,  bv  conlent  of  paities,  purchaied  ins  freedom, 
bought  a  lot  at  Yamacraw,  and  built  a  refidence  near  the  dwel¬ 
ling  houfe  which  their  mafter  had  given  Sampfon  liberty  to 
build  on  his  lot ;  and  which  has  ever  been  made  ufe  of  for 
worfhip.  But  by  the  divifion  of  their  mafteris  eftate,  the  lot 

*  I  pave  not  the  honour  of  a  correfpondence  with  this  refpe&able 
minifter,  but  his  name,  I  perceive,  itands  thus  in  the  Georgia  Affocia- 
tionof  1788.  At  “  Kioka,  Abraham  Marfhall  22  baptized,  230” 
members  in  all.  Editor. 

wherepn 
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whereon  Sampfon  had  built  a  houfe  to  live  in,  and  which 
till  this  time  continues  to  be  ufed  for  worlhip,  by  An¬ 
drew,  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  attorney,  ,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  the  deceafed  Mr.  Bryan,  and  receives  no  lefs  than 
12  La  year  for  it.  Sampfon  ferves  as  a  clerk,  but  frequently 
exhorts  in  the  abfence  of  his  brother,  who  has  his  appoint¬ 
ments  in  different  places  to  worfhip. 

“  Brother  Andrew' s  account  of  his  number  in  full  com¬ 
munion  IS  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY- FIVE,  and  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  have  been  received  as  converted 
followers,  many  of  whom  have  not  permiftion”  from  their 
owners  44  to  be  baptized. — The  whole  number  is  judged  to  be 
about  FIVE  HUNDRED  and  seventy-five,  from  the  town’s 
being  taken  to  this  prefcnt  July.  1  have  confulted  brother 
Hambletm,  who  thinks  they  have  need  of  a  few  Bibles,  the 
Baptift  Confeffion  of  Faith,  and  Catechifm  ;  Wilfon  on  Bap- 
tifm,  fome  of  Bunyan’s  works,  or  any  other  that  your  wif- 
dom  may  think  ufeful  to  an  illiterate  people.  They  all  join 
in  prayers  for  you  and  yours,  and  beg  your  interceflion  at  the 
throne  of  grace  for  them,  as  well  as  for  the  fmall  number  of 
whites  that  dwell  here ;  and  among  them  I  hope  you  will  not 
forget  your  poor  unworthy  brother,  and  believe  me,  with 
lincere  affedtion  and  brotherly  love,  yours  in  the  bonds  of 


the  Gofpel, 


JONATHAN  CLARKE*. 


Concerning  the  church  at  Savannah,  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Jofeph  Cook,  of  the  Euhaw,  upper  Indian  land,  thus 
writes:  44  From  the  inclofed  you  will  fee  how  they  became 
a  church,  and  what  they  have  luftered,  which  is  extremely 
affedting  ;  but  they  now  begin  to  rife  from  obfcurity,  and  to 
appear  great.  I  have  fome  acquaintance  with  their  pallor, 
and  have  heard  him  preach  ;  his  'gifts  are  (mail,  but  he  is  clear 
in  the  grand  do  hi  vines  of  the  gofpel. — I  believe  him  to  be  truly 
pious,  and  he  has  been  the  inftrument  of  doing  more  good 
among  the  poor  Haves  than  all  the  learned  doctors  in 

America.” 

The  friends  of  our  adorable  Redeemer  will,  no  doubt, 
rejoice  to  find  that  this  large  body  of  Chriffian  negroes,  under 
the  patronage  of  fome  of  the  mo  ft  refpedtable  peilons  in  their 
city,  44  have  opened  a  fubfcription  for  the  ere&ing  a  place  of 
worfhip  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  for  the  fociety  of  black  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Baptift  denomination — the  property  to  be  veiled  in 

*  The  character  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Clarke  may  be  known  at  May  and 
Hill's,  merchants.  Church- row,  Fenchurch-ftreet. 
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the  hands  of  feven  or  more  perfons  in  trull  for  the  church 
and  congregation.” 

Their  cafe  #  is  fent  to  England,  recommended  by 

J.  Johnson  f,  Minifter  of  the  Union  Church, 

John  Hamilton. 

Ebenezer  Hills. 

Joseph  Watts. 

D.  Mo  ses  Vallotton. 

John  Millene. 

Abraham  Leggett. 

Since  the  preceding  account  has  been  in  the  prefs,  other 
letters  have  been  received,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extradl. 

Jr; 

Kingfton,  Jamaica,  May  18,  1 792. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  yours  I  wrote  iStn  December  laft,  and  as  I 
have  not  received  a  line  from  you  fince,  J  fend  this,  not 
knowing  but  the  other  was  mifcarried.  Mr.  Green  has 
called  upon  me,  and  very  kindly  offered  his  fervice  to  deliver 
a  letter  from  me  into  your  hands;  he  alfo  advifed  me  to  fend 
you  a  copy  of  our  church  covenant,  which  I  have  done  : 
being  a  collection  of  fome  of  the  principal  texts  of  fcripture 
which  we  obferve,  both  in  America  and  this  country,  for  the 
diredlion  of  our  pradlice.  It  is  read  once  a  month  here  on 
facrament  meetings,  that  our  members  may  examine  if  they 
live  according  to  all  thofe  laws  which  they  profeffed,  cove¬ 
nanted,  and  agreed  to  ;  by  this  means  our  church  is  kept  in 
fcriptural  fubjedtion.  As  I  obferved  in  my  laid,  the  chiefeft 
part  of  our  fociety  are  poor  illiterate  Haves,  fome  living  on 
fugar  eftates,  Tome  on  mountains,  pens,  and  other  fet dements, 
that  have  no  learning,  no  not  to  know  fo  much  as  a  letter  in 
the  book;  but  the  reading  this  covenant,  once  a  month, 
when  all  are  met  together  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
jfland,  keeps  them  in  mind  of  the  commandments  of  God. 
And  by  fhewing  the  fame  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  legiflature, 
the  juftices,  and  magiffrates,  when  I  applied  for  a  landlion, 

*  :  '  :■  •'  ‘k  c 

*  It  is  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Editor. 

f  The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnfon  is  well  known  in  London  ;  he  failed  for 
America  in  the  hill  of*  1790  ;  and  labours  in  the  Orphan  Houfe  at  Sa¬ 
vannah,  built  by  Mr.  Whitefield,  and  affigned  in  truft  to  the  countels 
of  Huntingdon.  On  May  30,  1775,  the  Orphan  Houfe  building 
caught  fire,  and  was  entirely  confumed,  except  the  two  wings  which, 
are  Hill  remaining.  Editor.  • 
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it  gave  them  general  fatisfadtion  ;  and  whenever  a  negro  fer- 
vant  is  to  be  admitted,  their  owners,  after  the  perulal  of  it, 
are  better  fatisfied.  We  are  this  day  raifing  the  roof  on  the 
walls  of  our  meeting-houfe ;  the  height  of  the  wall  from  the 
foundation  is  feventeen  feet.  I  have  a  right  to  piaife  God, 
and  glorify  him  for  the  manifold  blefiings  I  have  received, 
and  do  ftill  receive  from  him.  I  have  full  liberty  from 
Spanifh  Town,  the  capital  of  this  country,  to  preach  the 
Gofpel  throughout  the  illand :  the  Lord  is  blefling  the  work 
every  where,  and  believers  are  added  daily  to  the  church. 
My  tongue  is  not  able  to  exprefs  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord. 
As  our  meeting-houfe  is  put  of  the  town  (about  a  mile  and  a 
half),  “  I  have  a  fteeple  on  it,  to  have  a  bell  to  give  notice  to 
our  people,  and  more  particularly  to  the  owners  of  Haves  that 
are  in  our  fociety,  that  they  may  know  the  hour  on  which 
we  meet,  and  be  fatisfied  that  their  fervants  return  in  due 
time ;  for  which  reafon  I  fliall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  to 
fend  me  out,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  a  hell  that  can  be  heard  about 
two  miles  diftance,  with  the  price.  1  have  one  at  prelent, 
but  it  is  rather  fmall.  The  Haves  may  then  be  permitted  to 
come  and  return  in  due  time,  for  at  prefent  we  meet  very- 
irregular,  in  refpedt  to  hours.  I  remain,  with  the  utmoit 

regard,  love,  and  efieem, 

0  Rev.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

GEORGE  LIELE. 

Copy  of  a  Recommendatory  Letter  of  Hannah  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  Negro  Woman,  in  London.  It  is  all  in 
print,  except  the  Part  of  it  which  now  appears  in 
Italics. 

Kingfton,  Jamaica.  We  that  are  of  the  Baptift  Religion, 
being  leparated  from  all  churches,  excepting  they  are  of  the 
fame  faith  and  order  after  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  the  lcnp- 
tures,  do  certify,  that  our  beloved  Sifter  Hannah  Williams, 
during  the  time  Jhe  was  a  member  of  the  church  at  Savannah , 
'until* the  vaeuation,  did  walk  as  a  faithful  well-behaved 
Chriftian,  and  do  recommend  her  to  join  any  church  or  tie 
fame  faith  and  order.  Given  under  my  hand  this  2\Jt  day 
pf  December ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1 7 9 1  • 

GEORGE  LIELft. 
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APRIL  12,  1770, 

BY  CALEB  EVANS,  D.  D. 


MY  t>TAR  FRIENDS* 

^ ON  VINCED,  as  I  am  perfuaded  you  are,  of  my 
unfeigned  affedfiori  for  you,  and  the  fervent  concern 
I  feel  to  promote  your  higheft  intereft,  I  cannot  doubt 
your  receiving,  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  of  love, 
that  advice  which,  with  a  fincere  view  to  your  improve¬ 
ment,  I  {hall  now  take  leave  freely  to  offer. 

The  character  of  a  Minijler  of  Chrijl  which  you 
either  fuftain  in  fome  meafure  already,  or  for  which 
you  are  candidate's,  is  a  character  inconceivably  awful,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  mofl  honourable  and  amiable  in 
the  world.  Much  depends  upon  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  the  duties  that  are  annexed  to  it.  The  rewards  of  the 
diligent,.laborious,  upright,  Minifter  of  Chrifh  will  be  glo¬ 
rious  ;  but  the  doom  of  the  wicked  flothful  Servant 
will^  on  the  other  hand,  be-  infinitely  tremendous.  We 
\ watch  for  Souls^  laid  the  Apoftle  Paul,  as  thofe  that  muji 
give  an  account. 

Let  me  then  advife  you,  my  yoiuig  Friends,  ferioufly 
to  reRe£t  on  your  views  in  devoting  yourfelvcs  to  this 
facred  employ.  Was  it  merely  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  purfuing  different  branches  of  literature,  to  which  you 
had  perhaps  a  flrong  natural  inclination  ?  W as  it  that  you 
might  lead  an  eafy  genteel  life,  which  you  might  be  ready 
to  fuppofe  a  Minifter’s  life  to  be?  Was  it  to  obtain 
popular  applaufe  and  fame,  which  you  might  fondly 
hope  your  abilities  would  procure  you  ?  Or  was  it  from 
a  principle  of  unfeigned  love  to  Jefus  Chrijl:  and  to  the 
Souls  of  men  ?  The  queffion  our  Lord  repeatedly  put 
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to  Peter,  Lovefi  thou  me  ?  is  a  queftion  I  would  ear- 
neflly  entreat  you  to  confide?  him  as  addreffing  to  you  y 
and  let  it  be  your  daily  concern  to  be  able  affectionately 
to  reply,  Lord  thou  knoweji  all  things ,  thou  knoivejl  that 
1  love  thee . 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  account  I  lately  met  with 
of  an  anfwer  made  by  a  venerable  Minitter  to  a  young 
man,  who  a  (Iced  how  he  might  learn  to  be  a  good  and 
ufeful  Preacher.  Si  multum  ames  Chrijlum :  you  muft 
learn  to  be  a  zealous  lover  of  Chrift. 

Whep  you  are  fatisfied  with  refpeCt  to  your  views  and 
intentions,  it  will  naturally  be  your  next  concern  to  ufe 
all  thofe  means  by  which  you  may  hope,  with  the  divine 
bleffing,  to  be  thoroughly  furnifhed  for  the  acceptable 
and  ufeful  difcharge  of  the  office  before  you.  Here  the 
duties  of  the  clofet,  fuch  as  reading  the  word  of  God 
with  other  practical  and  experimental  writings,  medita¬ 
tion,  felf- examination  and  prayer,  have  undoubtely  the 
firft  and  principal  claim  to  your  regard.  I  would  fain 
hope  that  one  hour  at  leaf!  will  be  devoted  every  morning 
and  everting  to  thefe  exercifes  :  rather  negleCt  all  your 
bufinefs  than  this  which  is  fo  intimately  connected  with  - 
your  improvement  in  the  divine  life.  Mr.  Bennet’s 
Chriftian  Oratory  will  be  an  excellent  directory  to  you 
in  the  difcharge  of  thefe  duties,  and  I  would  therefore 
earneftly  recommend  it  to  your  ferious  perufah  If  you 
are  not  lively  Chrijlians ,  you  are  not  likely  to  be  either  com¬ 
fortable  or  ufeful  Minifters  :  and  remember,  bene  orajfe  ejl 
bene  jluduijfe. 

Let  me  next  exhort  you  to  the  vigorous  purfuit  of 
your  other  ftudies  in  general*  There  is  fcarcely  any 
branch  of  knowledge  but  may  be  ufeful  to  a  Minitter  i 
\Ybatever  hath  a  tendency  to  enlarge  our  ideas  of  the 
divine  perfections,  to  give  us  a  clearer  view  of  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Scripture  and  the  evidences  of  its  authenticity,  or 
to  enable  us  to  fpeak  and  write  our  thoughts  with  pro-- 
priety,  perfpicuity,  and  energy,  is  certainly  well  worth 
the  attention  of  every  candidate  for  the  miniftry.  And 
is  there  not  fomething  very  animating  in  the  thought 
that  all  the  knowledge  you  acquire,  you  have  reafon  to 
hope,  may  redound  to  the  glory  of  your  great  Matter ; 
that  every  acquifition  you  make,,  in  the  feveral  branches 
of  literature  you  attend  to,  furnifhes  you  with  a  frefljy 
humble,  offering  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  your  adorable  Re¬ 
deemer 
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deemer  ?  And  it  is  amazing  to  think  what  a  progrefs  may 
Be  made  in  almoft  every  branch  of  knowledge,  with  but 
a  tolerable  capacity,  where  Diligence ,  Regularity ,  Steadi- 
nefs ,  and  Perfeverance  are  exercifed. 

Suffer  me  then,  in  the  ffrongeft  manner,  to  exhort  you. 

I.  To  Diligence:  in  order  to  which,  think  of  the  worth 
of  time— the  uncertainty  of  it— the  awful  account  that 
muft  be  given  of  it — the  many  ways  in  which  it  is  unne- 
ceffarilv  and  ufelefsly  fquandered  away ;  and  wnat  a 
variety  of  methods  there  are  by  which  it  may  be,  in  a 
a  manner,  redeemed. 

I’ve  loft  a  day  l—1 The  Prince  who  nobly  cried. 

Had  been  an  Emperor,  without  his  crown ; 

Of  Rome  ?  Say  rather  Lord  of  human  race  ; 

He  fpeaks  as  if  deputed  by  mankind ; 

So  Ihould  all  fpeak  ;  fo  realbn  fpeaks  in  all. 

Young. 

And  to  the  fame  purpofe  are  the  following  animated 
lines  by  another  hand. 


To-morrow  didft  thou  fay  ? 

Methought  I  heard  Horatio  fay  To-morrow  ! 

Go  to— I  will  not  hear  of  it — To-morrow! 

9Tis'  a  fharper  that  ftakes  his  penury 

Again  ft  thy  plenty  ;  that  takes  thy  ready  calh 

And  pays  thee  nought,  but  withes,  hopes,  and  promifes 

The  currency  of  Idiots.  Injurious  Bankrupt, 

That  gulls  the  eafy  creditor — To-morrow 
It  is  a  period  no  where  to  be  found, 

Unlefs  perchance  in  the  fool’s  calendar  : 

Wifdom.  difdains  the  word,  nor  holds  Society 
With  thofe  who  own  it. 


It  is  amazing  to  think,  fays  Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Student 
and  Pajlor ,  bow  much  time  may  be  gained  by  a  proper 
osconomy,  and  how  much  good  literature  may  be  acquired, 
if  that  gain  be  rightly  applied;  and  to  this  purpefe  he 
recommends  fuch  rules  as  thefe. 

Take  particular  notice  of  thefe  things  which  are  moft 
apt  to  rob  you  of  your  time  ;  and  upon  fuch  an  inqueft, 
he  obferves,  you  will  moft  probably  detect  the  following 
thieves, 

i.  The  Bed.  Never  allow  yourfelves  more  than  fix 
hours  fieep  at  moft.  Phyficians  all  tell  you  that  nature 
demands  no  more  for  the  proper  recruit  of  health  and 

y  2  fpirits ; 
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fpirits  :  all  beyond  this  is  luxury,  no  lefs  prejudicial  to, 
the  animal  confutation  than  intemperate  meals  ;  and  no 
lefs  hurtful  to  the  powers  of  the  mind  than  to  thofe  of 
the  body  j  it  infenfibly  weakens  and  relaxes  both. 

2.  Ceremonious  and  formal  vifits  :  Amici  fures  temporisi 

3.  Indolence :  indulging  a  flow,  heavy,  inactive  dilpo- 
fition  ;  or  deferring  to  a  future  time,  neceffary  bufmefs 
which  ought  to  be  fet  about  immediately :  idle  mufmg 
or  indulging  chimerical  imaginations.  No  habit  grows 
fafter  by  indulgence,  expofes  to  more  temptations,  or 
renders  a  man  more  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and  more  unpro¬ 
fitable  to  others. 

4.  Reading  ufelefs  books.  W e  fhould  remember  the  cut 
bono?  and  afk  curfelves  how  far  this  is  likely  to  improve 
our  ufefulnefs,  or  add  to  our  reputation,  under  that  cha¬ 
racter  we  are  about  to  fufhain. 

Laftly. — Much  time  is  loft  by  an  attempt  to  forc-e  the, 
mind  to  a  Jludy  to  which  it  is  not  inclined ,  or  by  which  the 
faculties  are  already  fatigued.  Nil  invita  Minerva.  The 
mind  is  fometimes  more  refrefhed  by  variety  than  reft. 

Be  always  beforehand  with  vour  bufmefs. 

P oft  ejl  occafio  calva.  Whatever  mufl  be  done  and  may. 
be  done  ncni\  as  well  as  hereafter,  for  that  very  reafon 
had  better  be  done  now. 

Let  your  relaxations  from  bufmefs  be  only  with  a  view 
to  fit  you  the  better  to  return  to  it  again.  And, 

Finally.  Whatfoever  your  hands  find  to  do,  do  it 
with  your  might. 

Next  to  diligence  in  general  I  would  recommend, 

II.  Regularity.  Rife  early  and  go  to  bed  betimes.  Thq 
great  Dr.  Owen  declared  in  his  latter  days,  that  he  would 
gladly  have  parted  with  all  the  learning  he  had  acquired 
in  his  younger  time  by  fitting  up  late,  provided  he  could 
but  haye  the  health  and  firmnefs  of  conftitution  which  he 
believed  he  loft  by  his  midnight  ftudies,  Go  to  bed^ 
at  the  lateft,  by  eleven,  and  rife  at  five.  Devote  a  certain 
number  of  hours  in  every  day  to  yOur  ftudies,  and  let  no¬ 
thing  but  abfolute  neceftity  tempt  you  to  break  in  upon 
that  number.  Let  the  proper  employment  of  every  day 
be  attended  to  in  its  day.  Endeavour  well  to  underftand 
one  branch  of  knowledge  before  you  enter  upon  another. 
Fefina  lente\  and  let  thofe  of  your  ftudies  which  require 
the  moft  intenfe  application,  be  purfued  in  thofe  hours 
wherein  your  thoughts  are  moft  compofed  and  free ;  in 
the  morning,  for  inftancc,  and  in  the  evening.  Aurora 
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ftlufis  arnca ,  nec  non  vefpera .  There  is  a  time  for  all 
things,  and  every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon.  The 
afternoon,  fays  Mr.  Mafon,  wi(l  fuffice  for  Hiftory,  Po¬ 
litics,  News,  Travels,  and  the  common  run  of  Pamphlets ; 
and  books  of  entertainment  fhould  only  amufe  a  dull  hour 
when  you  are  fit  for  nothing  elfe,  To  apply  your  early 
time,  or  free  thoughts  to  thefe,  is  like  drinking  wine  in 
a  morning. 

To  Diligence  and  Regularity  it  is  very  neceffary  tq 
add,  ’ 

III.  Steadinefs.  To  be  diligent  to-day  and  idle  to-mor¬ 
row;  regular  to-day  and  all  confufion  on  the  morrow,  wilf 
anfwer  but  little  purpofe.  It  is  an  excellent  rule  for  the 
conduct  of  Students,  Nulla  dies  fine  line  a.  And  if  you 
would  really  advance  in  knowledge,  you  muft  learn  to  be 
patient  of  labour.  The  more .  you  accuftom  yourfelves  to 
laborious  thinking,  the  better  you  will  bear  it,  fo  that  the 
mind  be  not  jaded  by  it :  many  a  man  of  good  genius,  for 
want  of fteadhiefs ,  has  become  a  mere  Pedant,  inftead  of  a 
found  Scholar.  Rather  covet  to  underftand  and  digeft 
what  you  read,  than  fuperficially  to  read  much.  Seneca’s 
obfervation,  dijlrahit  animum  librorum  multitude ,  has  much 
truth  in  it ;  and,  as  Mr.  Mafon  well  remarks,  By  being 
mailers  of  every  fubjeCt  as  you  proceed,  tho’  you  make 
but  a  fmall  progrefs  in  reading,  you  will  make  a  fpeedy  one 
in  ufeful  knowledge. 

IV.  Perfeverance  is  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  crown  the 
whole.  Purfue  and  finifh  whatever  you  have,  with  deli¬ 
beration,  entered  upon. 

Much  time,  fays  the  author  before  named,  is  often 
loft  by  vain  attempts,  and  leaving  ufeful  defigns  imper¬ 
fect  ;  for,  as  he  who  begins  to  build  an  houfe  but  never 
completes  it,  muft  fet  down  to  his  lofs  the  greateft  part 
of  the  money  thus  expended ;  fo  a  Student  who  defifts 
from  a  work,  (re  infefta)  wherein  he  has  taken  much 
pains,  is  chargeable  with  as  fruitlefs  an  expenfe  of  his 
ibhcy  as  the  other  is  of  his  money.  This  obfervation  you 
will  find  peculiarly  important  with  refpeCt  to  the  compo- 
fition  of  Sermons. 

In  order  to  fecure  to  yourfelves,  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner,  the  advantage  arifing  from  thofe  improvements, 
which,  by  obferving  the  directions  given  above,  you  will 
not  fail  to  make  as  you  go  on  in  your  ftudies;  and  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  lay  up  the  knowledge  you  acquire  for 
future  ready  ufe,  I  wopld  advife  each  of  you  to  procure 
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I.  An  interleaved  Bible.  In  this  repofitory  you  may 
ftore  up  all  fuch  valuable  Scripture  criticifms,  ill uftrations 
of  particular  paftages,  or  {hiking  obfervations,  whether  of 
a  doctrinal  or  practical  nature,  as  you  may  happen  to 
meet  with  in  reading  or  converfation,  or  which  may  occur 
to  your  own  mind,  and  you  may  think  worth  preferring. 
If  you  have  the  Authors  in  which  you  meet  with  any  thin^ 
of  this  kind,  references  to  them  will  be  fufficient.  You 
might  make  this  interleaved  Bible  an  index  to  all  the 
printed  Sermons  you  are  poflefled  of. 

II.  A  general  common-place  book  you  will  alfo  find  to 
be  peculiarly  ufeful. 

J\j.r.  Locke  s  method  appears  to  me  the  moil  eligible, 
or  the  common  method  of  accompt  books  will  very  well 
anfwer  the  end.  In  this  book  you  may  infert  abftradls 
Oi  what  you  read  on  all  fubjedls  indiferiminately,  quota¬ 
tions  of  remarkable  paftages  or  references,  only  taking 
care  to  range  every  fubjedl  under  thofe  general  heads  to 
which  they  may  reflectively  belong.  A  common  place 
boox  ot  this  kind,  judicioufly  ufed,  will  be  a  mean  of 
iennbiy  accumulating  a  flock  of  ufeful  knowledge,  and 
furnilning  you  with  fome  valuable  thoughts  upon  moft 
Subj ect°,  which,  as  occafion  requires,  you  may  ufe  with 
gi eat  advantage:  nothing  is  more  likely,  as  a  mean,  to 
enable  you,  with  the  good  houfeholdcr,  to  bring  out  of 
your  treafury  things  new  and  old. 

Lcfoi  e  I  clofe  this  addrefs,  permit  me  to  caution  you 
again  ft  that  pride  which  is  too  apt  to  grow  up  with  our 
intellectual  improvements.  I  cannot  more  fully  exprefs 
i;iy  i^ntiments  to  you  upon  tnis  fubiecl  than  in  the  words 

°!,  cneL  °f  m7  own  ^ate  Tutors,  in  an  addrefs  to  his  Pu- 
piL-,  limilai  to  that  winch  I  am  now  making  to  you. 

<c  Pride  (fays  Dr.  (ribbons)  is  the  great  eft  obftacle  to  im¬ 
provement,  and  that  proverb  has  its  foundation  in  truth _ 

multi  ad  feientiam  perveniffent ,  fi  fa  illuc  perusniffe  non 
put  of  hit, '  Let  a  perfon’s  accomplifhments  be  what  they 
may,  prick ,  like  the  filthy,  devouring,  in  fa  61  on  the 
blooming  refe,  will  mart  the  beauty  of  all  its  attainments, 
and  dcftroy  taeir  penumes.  Don’t  think  becaufe  you 
know  a  little,  that  ycii  know'  all ;  give  yourlelves  no 
fupei  lor  airs  of  vanity  j  nor  tell  the  world,  either  by  your 
fpeech  or  behaviour  that  you  have  a  high  opinion  of  your-* 
Lives,  and  are  the  firft  to  difeover  and  fall  in  love  with 
your  own  excellencies,  You  may  look  down  upon  the 
illiterate  part;  of  mankind  and  think  you  are  above  them 

in 
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in  your  attainments,  as  one  emmet,  climbing  up  the  fide  of 
an  ant-hill,  may  vaunt  it  over  his  fellow  emmet  that  is 
creeping  at  the  bottom  :  but  turn  your  eye  upward  ;  think 
what  heights  are  above  you,  and  be  allured  that,  with 
every  ftep  you  advance,  ftill  wider  and  wider  regions 
of  knowledge  will  unfold  themfelves  to  your  viewy”  and 
you  will  foon  be  convinced  that  you  have  reafon  ftill  t© 
be  humble :  and  remember,  whilft  the  world  takes  a  plea- 
fure  in  ?nortifytng  pride,  it  generally  favours  humility.  On 
this  fubjedt  let  me  particularly  recommend  to  you  Dr. 
Watts’s  moft  excellent  difcourfe,  entitled,  Humility  re- 
prefented  in  the  character  of  St.  Paul:  a  Book  which  I 
think  no  Student  or  young  Minifter  ftiould  be  without. 

On  the  fubjecft  of  preaching  I  fhall  not  now  offer  any 
thoughts  of  my  own,  nor  indeed  does  it  appear  neceffary : 
every  thing  I  would  recommend  on  this  capital  branch  of 
your  intended  office,  as  Minifters  of  Ohrift,  is  already  iq 
judicioufly  reprefented  by  feveral  Authors,  that  I  know  not 
how  to  add  any  thing  material  to  what  they  have  faid  \ 
permit  me  then  here  only  to  recommend  to  your  feriouS 
and  frequent  perulal,  the  firft  part  of  Dr.  IP  ails  s  humble 
attempt  for  the  revival  of.  religion.  Mr.  fern ni&gs’s  turn 
Difcourfe s  on  preaching  Ckrijl ,  and  experimental  preaching 
and  Profejfor  Frank's  Letter  concerning  the  moft  ufeful  way 
of  preaching. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  juft  reminding  ^you  that 
as  it  is  the  higheft  ambition  your  Friends  and  I  utors  in¬ 
dulge  refpedfing  you,  to  fee  you  able>  faithful-,  and  fuc— 
cefsfuU  Minifters  of  the  New  Tef  ament ;  ib,  by  uniformly 
fupporting  this  character,  you  will  moft  effectually  fccui  c 
the  peace  of  your  own  minds  and  the  approbation  of  God* 

C  A  L  E  B  E  V  A  N  S. 


Bristol,  April  is,  ifjo* 


University  of  Pennsylvania; 

THE  COMMENCEMENT,  1 792- 
- - 


FIIE  Trudees  of  the  Univerfity  of  Penrifylvania  have  lately 
brganized  that  inftitution,  agreeably  to  the  adl  of  Union,  by 
*  he  appointment  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  fill  the  different 
Profefforfhips. 

John  Ewing,  D.  D.  Provoft,  and  Profeffor  of  Natural  Phl- 
lofophy. 

John  Andrews,  D.  D.  Vice  Provod,  and  Profeffor  ofMoral 
Philofophy,  Rhetoric,  Economics,  and  Politics. 

James  Davicifon,  A.  M.  Profeffor  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
Languages. 

Robert  Patterfon,  A.  M.  Profeffor  of  Mathematics. 

William  Rogers,  D.  D.  Profeffor  of  Englifh  and  the  Belles 
Lettres. 

Henry  Helmuth>  D.  D.  Profeffor  of  the  German  and  Orien¬ 
tal  Languages. 

William  Shippen,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
and  Midwifery. 

Adam  Kuhn,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfic. 

Benjamin  Rufh,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  the  Inflitutes,  and  Clini¬ 
cal  Medicine. 


James  Hutchinfon,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  Chemidry. 

Samuel  Powel  Griffiths,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  Materia  Medica. 
Caiper  Widar,  M.  D.  Adjunct  Profeffor  of  Anatomy,  Sur¬ 
gery  and  Midwifery. 

Benjamin  Smith  Barton*  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  Natural  Hidory 
and  Botany. 

James  Wilfori,  L-.  L.  D.  Profeffor  of  Law'. 

The  Ji  ate  of  the  Schools ,  for  number ,  on  Sep.  10,  1792. 


Philofophical 

Latin 

Mathematical 
Englifh 


5i 

101 

70 

108 


Charitable  for  Boys 
Ditto  for  Girls 


5* 

48 


Total  432 


How  many  Students  there  are  iri  the  Medical  and  Law  de¬ 
partments  cannot  be  precifely  afeertained ;  their  number 
depends  on  the  courfe  of  Lectures  in  the  winter  feafon.  Lad 
winter  the  Medical  Students  were  upwards  of  one  hundred. 

At  a  Commencement  held  in  the  Univerfity  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  May  II,  1792.  Twenty  four  young  gentlemen  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  fe-venteen  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Maher  of  Arts, 
who  had  been  three  years  ago  condituted  Bachelors. 

The  degree  of  Doflor  of  Medicine  was  alfo  conferred  upon 
Melfrs.  James  Cole  (bury,  Ninian  Mag  ruder,  James  Meafe, 
Valentine  Seamen,  Triftram  Thomas,  and  James  Wdiodhaufe* 
who  feverally  delivered  their  printed  Thefes  upon  different 
fubjeeb  in  medicine,  and  defended  their  theories  againd  the 
objections  of  the  Medical  Faculty  in  public  on  the  day  of 
commencement. 
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A  N 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HINDOOS, 

y 

AND  OF 

THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  SPREADING  THE  GOSPEL  AMONG  THEM* 

DRAWN  U? 

By  the  Rev.  JOHN  THOMAS* 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rippon; 

✓  , 

Rev;  and  Dear  Sir,  London ,  Atigujl  25  th,  t  702- 

1NOW  fit  down  to  give  you  a  fuccindt  account  of  myfelf 
and  my  work  among  the  poor  Hindoos  ;  and  a  fketcli  of 
their  religion  and  manners  *,  together  with  a  few  remarks 
on  their  country,  that  may  afford  fome  information  to  thofe 
who  may  fend,  or  hereafter  be  fent  among  them,  to  corn- 
hiunicate  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Chrift. 

As  to  myfelf,  my  father  is  deacon  of  a  Baptifl  Church  at 
Fair  ford,  in  Gloucejlerjlnre.  He  trained  me  up  in  the  nur¬ 
ture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ;  but  1  proved  for  a  long 
time  a  hopelefs  child.  Very  {harp  convictions  were  often 
felt  and  repeatedly  {tided,  till  it  pleafed  God  to  make  my 
fins  a  heavy  burden  to  me,  in  the  year  1781*  I  had  lately 
married,  and  my  nights  and  days  were  dreadful  both  to  me  and 
my  wife;  but  in  the  month  of  Auguft  that  year,  attending  011 
the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  ■ — — - ,  who  preached  from  John,  vi.  27 , Labour 
Hot  for  the  meat  which  perifoeth ,  but  for  that  meat  which  endur ~ 
eth  to  everlafing  lifey  which  the  Son  of  Man  Jhall  give  unto 
you ;  I  heard  with  new  ears  ;  the  difcourfe  ieemed  all  for  me, 
and  afforded  me  fome  reft  till  the  following  week,  when 
meditating  on  the  fcriptures  I  had  heard,  and  on  the  gofpel. 
by  Matthew,  I  beheld  a  new  objeCt,  in  a  new  light,  even 
Chrift  crucified,  which  has  been  followed,  I  truft,  with  new- 
nefs  of  life.  Then  I  could  feelingly  fay  with  Dr.  Watts , 

“  ’TL  heaven  to  reft  in  thine  embrace, 

“  And  no  where  elfe  but  there.” 

1  blufii  to  think  how  unworthily  I  have  carried  it  ever  fince  to 
this  day;  but  upon  the  whole  I  truft. that  God  is  my  por¬ 
tion,  and  my  happinefs.  At  the  time  mentioned,  I  was 
fettled  in  Great  Newport-ftreet,  in  the  practice  of  furgery 
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and  midwifery  :  But  finding  the  world  more  ready  to  receive 
credit  than  give  it,  I  was  obliged  to  fell  all,  and  wait  in 
lodgings,  till  an  offer  was  made  me  of  going  to  fea  :  and  in 
the  year  1783  I  failed  in  capacity  of  Surgeon  of  the  Oxford 
Indiaman  to  Bengal .  O11  mv  arrival  at  Calcutta ,  I  fought 

for  religious  people,  but  found  none.  At  la  ft,  how  was  I 
rejoiced  to  hear  that  a  very  religious  man  was  coming  to  dine 
with  me,  at  a  houfe  in  Calcutta ;  a  man  who  would  not 
omit  his  clofet  hours,  of  a  morning  or  evening,  at  fea  or 
on  land,  for  ail  the  world.  I  concealed  my  impatience  as 
well  as  I  could,  till  the  joyful  moment  came  ;  and  a  moment 
it  was ;  for  I  foon  heard  him  take  the  Lord’s  name  in  vain, 
and  it  was  like  a  cold  dagger,  with  which  I  received  repeated 
{tabs,  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour’s  converfation  :  and  he 
was  ready  to  kick  me  when  1  fpoke  of  fome  things  commonly 
believed  by  other  hypocrites,  concerning  our  Lord  Jeius 
Chrift  \  and,  with  fury,  put  an  end  to  our  converfation,  by 
faying,  I  was  a  mad  enthuiiaft  to  fuppole  that  Jefus  Chrift 
had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  creation  of  the  world,  who  was 
born  only  feventeen  hundred  years  ago. — When  I  returned, 
he  went  home  in  the  fame  fhip,  and  I  found  him  a  ftridt 
obferver  of  devotional  hours,  but  an  enemy  to  all  religion, 
and  horridly  loofe,  vain,  and  intemperate,  in  his  life  and 
converfation. 

After  this  I  advertifed  for  a  Chriftian ;  and  that  you  may 
not  mifunderftand  me,  I  {hall  give  you  a  copy  of  the  adver- 
tifement,  from  the  India  Gazette  of  November  iff,  1783, 
which  lies  now  before  me,  and  the  anfwers  I  received,  giving 
only  the  fignature  of  one  of  them,  inftead  of  the  name  at 
length. 

O 

RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY. 

A  plan  is  now  forming  for  the  more  effectually 
fpreading  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his 
glorious  Gofpel,  in  and  about  Bengal:  any  ferious* 
perfons  of  any  denomination,  rich  or  poor,  high  or 
low,  who  would  heartily  approve  of,  join  in,  or 
gladly  forward  fuch  an  undertaking,  are  hereby  in¬ 
vited  to  give  a  fmall  teftimony  of  their  inclination, 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  fatisfa&ion  of  forming  a 
communion,  the  moft  ufefiil,  the  moft  comfortable, 
and  the  moft  exalted,  in  the  world.  Direct  for  A. 
B.  C.  to  be  left  with  the  Editor. 


The 
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The  two  following  anfwers  were  received  the  next  day  : 

If  A.  B.  C.  will  open  a  fubfcription  for  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  New  Teft ament  into  the  Perfian  and 
Moorijh  languages  (under  the  direction  of  proper 
perfons),  he  will  meet  with  every  affiftance  he  can 
defire,  and  a  competent  number  of  fubfcribers  to 
defray  the  expenfe* 

ANOTHER* 

The  Rev.  Mn  J - ,  having  read  the  advert jfe- 

ment  of  A.  B.  C.  in  this  day’s  paper,  takes  the  earliefl 
opportunity  of  expreffing  his  fatisfaCtion,  at  a  pro* 
pofal  for  the  more  effectually  propagating,  and  mak¬ 
ing  known  the  truths  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  in 
this  country  of  fuperflition,  idolatry,  and  irreligion  ; 
and  for  fetting  forth  the  excellence  of  that  holy  infti- 
tution,  fo  replete  with  the  means  of  rendering  man¬ 
kind  happy,  both  here  and  hereafter;  moft cordially 
offers  his  fervices  for  promoting  and  encouraging  fo 
laudable  an  undertaking,  and  will  think  himfelf 
happy,  if  he  can  be  at  all  inftrumental  in  bringing 
it  to  any  degree  of  fuccefs. 

Mr.  j - ,  from  the  above  reafons  therefore, 

wifhes  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  the  adver- 
tifer,  on  the  occafion. 

I  have  never  yet  found  out  who  was  the  author  of  the 

anonymous  note  ;  and  as  to  Mr.  J - ,  he  was  chaplain  to 

the  Prefidency,  and  I  was  afraid  to  anfwer  him  left  I  Ihould 
be  fcouted  ;  for  I  had  heard  him  preach,  and  the  fermon  as 
well  as  the  text  was,  The  unknown  God.  This  well-worded 
note  of  his  was  intended,  I  fuppofe,  merely  to  find  me  out; 
and  I  have  certain  reafons  to  believe  that  the  advertifement 
gave  him  offence.  The  following  year  being  at  a  houie  in 

London  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  N - *  had  juft  called,  I  heard 

that  a  Gofpel  Minifter  was  going  out  to  Bengal ,  and  that 

Mr.  N - had  reafonto  think  there  were  religious  ftirrings 

in  that  country  ;  as  he  had  read  a  certain  advertifement 
in  a  newfpapcr  of  fuch  an  import ;  which  advertifement 
was,  indeed,  what  you  have  now  read, 

z  ^  Juft 
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Juft  as  I  was  returning  the  ftrft  time,  I  found  out  Mr.'-—. 
W — ,  who  kept  an  Europe  {hop  in  Calcutta ,  and  appeared 
to  be  a  truly  pious  man :  I  learned  by  him  there  was  a  Mr. 

G - -  and  a  Mr.  C -  -  up  the  country  ft,  and  one  or  two 

more,  who  were  religious  people.  Mr.  W— - returned  to 

England  with  a  conliderable  fortune.  I  came  back  alfo,.  and 
was  baptized  in  London  in  1785,  and  began  to  exhort  in 
private  focieties,  and  to  preach  in  different  places  in  town 

and  country.  On  confulting  the  Rev.  Mr,  - - ,  he  ad- 

vifed  me  to  go  another  voyage,  which  I  accordingly  did  j 
and  failed  the  fecond  time  to  Bengal  in  1786,  with  the  fame 
captain  apd  officers,  and  in  the  fame  (hip  as  before.  That 
very  leafon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown ,  who  now  preaches  in 
Calcutta ,  went  over  and  took  charge  of  the  Orphan  School , 
where  all  the  illegitimate  children  of  Europeans,  by  the 
native  women,  are  educated  and  provided  for.  On  my 

arrival  there  I  found  a  Mr.  — - U— ,  and  a  Mr.  C - - — y 

and  two  or  three  more,  who  were  connected  with  Mr.  • 
G— — .’s  family,  all  ferious  people,  and  we  ufed  to  go 
together  to  hear  Mr.  Brown  on  the  LorcTs  Day,  who 
preached  to  the  children  under  his  charge  :  and  after  a  little 
while  we  had  a  prayer  meeting,  and  lometimes  a  word  of 

exhortation  was  given.  Mr.  G - -  removed  from  Malda 

to  Calcutta  :  on  his  coming  to  us  we  were  mcreafed  and 
ftrengthened,  and  I  preached  at  his  houfe  every  Lord’s  Day 

evening.  One  day,  as  Mr.  W - -  and  I  were  walking  out, 

he  gave  me  to  underhand  that  Mr.  G - wiflied  me  to  flay 

in  the  country,  learn  the  language,  and  preach  the  Gofpei 
to  the  Hindoos  :  but  I  was  averfe  to  the  climate,  dreaded  a 
longer  feparation  from  my  family,  and  had  no  .particular 
bent  of  mind  to  the  work  t  having  alfo  the  charge  of  a  lhip’s 
company  as  their  furgeon,  without  any  probability  of  the 
Captain’s  giving  me  leave  to  flay,  or  of  another  furgeon 
being  found  to  fupply  m,y  place,  I  could  not  accede  to  the 
propolal  5  yet  it  would  often  return  to  my  mind,  and  after 
a  few  weeks  I  became  greatly  concerned  at  heart  for  the 
condition  of  thefe  perifhing  multitudes  of  Pagans,  in  utter 
darknefs  y  and  was  inflamed  with  fervent  defires  to  go  and 
declare'  the  glory  of  Chrift  among  them.  Waters  enough 
have  rifen  fines  to  damp,  but  will  never  utterly  extinguish- 
what  was  lighted  up  at  that  time.  After  much  prayer  and 
many  tears,  I  gave  nryfelf  up  to  this  work,  and  the  Lord 
removed  difficulties  out  of  the  way,  confirming  the  million, 

ft  At  Malda,  about  sco  miles  from  Calcutta. 

and 
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and  comforting  me,  by  adding  two  feals  (both  Europeans ) 
to  my  firft  labours,  who  continue  my  hope  and  joy,  and 
I  trull  will  be  my  crown  at  the  day  of  ChrilVs  appearing. 
I  mull  here  pafs  over  many  griefs  and  borrows,  offences 
and  miftakes,  and  proceed  to  give  you  fome  information 
concerning  the  Hindoos ,  their  behaviour  and  their  country, 
with  any  other  interefling  particulars  that  may  occur  while 
I  write. 

There  are  four  Shajlers ,  or  laws,  among  the  Hindoos , 
which  they  call  the  Vedas;  thefe  they  hold  in  the  higheft 
efteem,  and  fay  it  is  unlawful  for  any  man  to  read  or  hear 
them  read,  except  he  is  a  Brahman.  The  Vedas  are  faid  to 
have  been  written  many  millions  of  years  ago,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  is  eafdy  difproved  by  other  books  and  writings  in  uic 
among  themfelves.  Thefe  Vedas  are  written  in  Sanfcrit , 
which  may  be  called  the  Latin  of  the  Eaft,  and  they  are  the 
fountain  of  all  their  books  of  theology,  as  the  Koran  among 
the  Moors,  and  the  Bible  among-  us.  Tlier£  are  eighteen 
facred  books  called  Poorans ,  which  are  all  commentaries  on 
the  Vedas :  gnd  it  is  the  cuflom  of  all  the  Brahmans,  to 
learn  a  great  part  of  thefe  by  heart,  and  they  are  very  apt 
and  clever  in  quoting  portions  of  them  in  converfation  :  this 
they  find  the  more  eafy  to  them,  as  all  their  books  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  verfe.  I  think  it  is  impoihble  to  convey  to  any  perlon 
who  never  was  in  that  country,  an  adequate  idea  of  that  pro¬ 
found  reverence  in  which  they  hold  their  facred  books. 
But  what  is  wonderful,  they  hear  the  divine  authority  of 
thefe  books  queflioned  with  patience  and  moderation,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places.  Some  of  thefe  books  hold  up  for 
their  veneration  characters  which  are  very  profligate,  and 
contain  ftrange  doctrines,  evidently  of  an  infernal  origin,  which 
have  a  dreadful  effect  on  their  minds  and  manners.  They 
abound,  moreover,  with  fuch  contradictions  { though  on  the 
other  hand  with  very  good  moral  precepts),  that  I  am  lure  it 
is  no  difficult  thing  to  convince  the  more  intelligent  perfons 
amongft  them,  that  they  are  not  of  divine  authority :  and  I 
am  perfuaded,  there  are  fome  to  be  found  among  them,  who 
think  there  is  no  revelation  from  God  yet,  becaule  they  fee  in 
all  thefe  books,  fome  things  incompatible  with  their  notion 
of  God.  That  there  is  one  great  God,  Omnipotent,  Omni-* 
prelent,  and  Omnilcient ;  that  he  is  to  he  v/or dripped  and 
ferved;  that  the  foul  is  immortal;  that  we  all  have  finned; 
and  that  lonre  Atonement,  is  neceflary ;  are  truths  commonly 
believed  among  them  all  ;  and  add  to  thefe  things,  the  divine 
predictions  we  have  o f  the  latter  day,  with  the  encourage- 
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jiients  of  Jehovah,  to  declare  his  glory  among  the  Heathen; 
and  I  think,  without  any  thing  more,  one  might  find  reafon 
enough  to  go  and  preach  to  them.  But  I  can  truly  fay, 
wherever  I  have  been  converfmg  or  preaching  among  them, 

I  have  invariably  foun%l  them  willing  to  hear,  and  that  they 
always  behave  with  great  decency  and  refpedt.  I  trull  alfo 
that  the  door  of  faith  is  opened  to  the  Hindoos ,  by  the  com- 
verfion  of  two  or  more  Hindoos ,  and  by  many  other  linking 
effedls,  which,  though  fhort  of  real  converfion,  may,  in  the 
Lord’s  own  time,  prove  a  great  blefiing  to  many.  You  will 
fee  fome  little  account  of  Bo/hoo ,  the  Munlhee,  one  of  thefe 
converts,  in  a  letter  from  him  and  a  Brahman,  which  will 
accompany  thefe  papers  f.  He  is  about  35  years  of  age,  and 
a  perfon  of  more  than  ordinary  capacity,  and  has  been  well 
educated  in  the  Perfian  language ;  he  was  recommended  to 

me  by  Mr.  W.  C - ,  who  is  a  great  Perfian  Icholar ;  and 

1  have  employed  him  in  the  office  of  my  Munlhee,  or  teacher,, 
all  the  time  I  have  been  in  Bengal.  It  was  he  that  compofed 
the  Bengal  Hymn  I  fend  you  and  many  other  fonnets  of 
his  own  accord,  without  any  affillance  from  me  or  any  other  \ 
and  it  was  he  who  chiefly  laboured  with  me,  in  the  transla¬ 
tion  of  Matthew,  Mark,  James,  &c.  and  he  often  difputes 
with  and  confounds  the  Brahmans,  both  learned  and  un¬ 
learned.  though  he  is  not  a  Brahman  himfelf,  but  of  the 
writer  Cajl  ||  ;  and  this  is  not  in  a  fmall  degree  extraordinary, 
for  the  Brahmans  think  it  a  very  great  condefcenfion  to  hold 
an  argument  with  any  perfon  whofe  Cajl  is  inferior  to  that 
of  a  Brahman.  This  man  has  a  confiderable  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  gifts,  and  I  hope  they  will  one  day  ffiine  forth  to 
the  good  of  many.  I  ffiould  have  baptized  him,'  but'  his 
relations  refufed  to  give  him  his  wife  and  children.  He 
will  accomplilh  his  wiffies  I  hope,  before  I  return,  and  then 
his  family  will  be  numbered  with  the  Hated  hearers,  and  he 
himfelf  be  baptized  with  the  Brahman  Parbotee ,  of  whom  I 
fhall  give  you  a  fhort  account  prefently.  The  greatcll  difficulty 
in  fpreading  of  the  Gofpel  in  Bengal ,  arifes  from  the  Cajl : 
for  all  who  are  baptized,  and  partake  of  bread  and  wine  with 
us,  will  lofe  cajl ;  and  when  a  man  h^s  Iofl  call,  his  moll  inti¬ 
mate  friends  and  nearefl  relations  will  forfake  him  for  ever. 
Pie  cannot  poffibly  be  reftored  agpin  by  any  means;  and  the 
meaneil  Hindoo,  from  that  time,  refufes  to  eat,  drink,  or  con- 
yerfe  with  him  ;  he  becomes  an  outcall  a  id  a  vagabond  in  their 
eyes,  in  the  moll  llridt  fenfe.  But  when  the  way  is  once 
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opened,  the  difficulty  will  gradually  diminifh,  and,  if  they 
walk  as  becometh  the  gofpel,  they  will  become  a  call  of 
themfelves,  and  that  an  honourable  one  too 

I  might  here  give  you  an  entertaining  account  of  many 
who  have  left  off  their  idolatry,  flower-offerings,  and  vain 
fuperftitions,  and  are  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  Bible  §  as  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  only  book  that  difeovers,  to  their 
fatisfadtion,  the  way  of  falvation :  But  I  am  already  lpin- 
ning  out  my  paper  to  a  greater  length  than  I  intended,  and 
what  I  have  to  fay  of  Parbotce  will  take  up  a  confiderable 
portion  of  your  time.  I  will  by  the  bye,  juff  mention  a 
i'e w  things  of  Mohun  Chund ,  another  Brahman,  of  whom  I 
once  hoped  well,  whofe  heart  failed  him,  at  laft  :  but  I 
cannot  fay,  even  now,  that  I  have  given  up  all  hopes  of 
him— -far  from  it.  This  man  is  a  Brahman  of  fome  repute, 
and  has  a  vaft  number  of  difciples,  who  proftrate  themfelves 
at  his  feet  wherever  they  meet  him  :  He  lives  at  Boolahant^ 
about  fix  miles  from  Malda.  He  came  to  hear  me  in  tl  e 
crowd,  and  was  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft,  by 
his  fixed  attention  and  regular  attendance.  One  day,  after 
I  had  been  difeourfing  about  prayer,  he  very  gravely  afked 
me,  4t  Sir,  when  a  man  prays  to  God,  how  many  days  is  it 
‘c  before  he  gets  an  anfwer  ?” — I  then  repeated  the  account 
of  the  woman  of  Canaan,  and  other  different  cafes :  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  attend,  converfe,  and  write,  on  the  things  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  feemed  at  length  convinced  that  he  was  a 
great  firmer  before  Godj  that  there  was  no  refuge  for  him 
among  all  their  fhafters ;  and  that  the  Golpel  alone  was  of 
God,  difeovering  the  way  of  falvation.  This  man  continually 
came  to  fee  me,  and  was  reckoned  by  his  people  a  convert 
to  chriftianity,  for  he  difufed  the  worfhip  and  ceremony  of 
the  Hindoos,  to  his  own  temporal  lofs,  and  forbad  that  ho¬ 
mage  which  had  long  been  fuperftidoufly  paid  him  from  the 
people.  He  often  talked  publicly  with  great  perfuafion,  to 
other  Brahmans,  in  favour  of  the  Bible.  On  the  28th  of 
June  1790,  he  had  been  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  returning 
to  his  own  home,  he  found  there  Parbotce ,  a  Brahman,  who 
called  to  fee  him. 

Parbotce  was  a  man  of  title  ^  and  of  a  more  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  rank  than  this  man.  He  was  alfo  a  very  ft  riel  ob- 


%  They  have  Mttheao,  Mark,  James,  fome  part  of  Genefis  and  the 
Pfalms,  with  different  parts  ol  the  prophecies,  in  Bengalee  manufeript  : 
three  or  fonr  of  them  have  all  the  above,  and  fome  only  a  Angle  part 
which  they  lend  to  one  another  and  copy, 
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ferver  of  the  Hindoo  laws  and  cuftoms,  daily  rifing  early  in 
the  morningj  and  repairing  to  the  diftant  jungles  *  to  gather 
curious  flowers,  fuperflitioufly  valued  among!!  them  ;  and 
thefe  he  offered,  with  abundant  forms,  in  the  river  Maha - 
nuddee ,  which  was  near  y  and  repaired,  at  particular  feafons, 
to  their  more  facred  river  the  Ganges ,  which  they  fay  cleanfes 
from  fin. — There  was  not  his  equal,  in  all  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  for  zeal  and  accuracy  *,  a  thorough  devotee.  This 
man  having  heard  of  our  new  Shafter,  the  Bible,  was  not  ^ 
little  diipleafed  :  and  when  he  underftood  that  the  other 
Brahman  who  came  in,  had  been  to  iee  me,  he  required  of 
him  to  go^  and  wafh  his  clothes,  for  he  muff  be  defiled,  and 
would  defile,  for  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  an  Englifh- 
man ;  and  it  is  the  common  cuftom  of  all  religious  orders 
among  them,  to  go  out  of  the  company  of  an  Englifhman 
or  Mahomettan,  into  the  river,  and  immerfe  their  bodies, 
with  their  clothes  on.  I  have  often  obferved  the  Brahmans, 
and  Pandits  f,  do  fo,  after  holding  any  converfation  with 
me.  To  induce  this  man  to  go  and  wafh  his  clothes,  Par-* 
hotee  urged  that  I  was  of  the  Jdlaleetch ,  viz.  unclean ,  if  not 
filthy.  He  replied,  that  filthy  men  did  filthy  deeds  ;  where¬ 
as  he  could  never  fay  fo  of  this  Englifhman — and  he  would 
not  go  and  wafh  his  clothes.  Bhe  other  continued  to  infift 
upon  it,  and  finding  his  injunction  was  not  honoured,  he 
proceeded  to  do  a  thing  which  will  appear  trivial  to  you,  but 
is  a  very  formidable  adtion  among  them. 

It  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country  to  fmoke  very  much  ;  and 
their  tobacco  is  made  up  into  a  pafte,  with  fpices,  &c.  this 
pafte  they  place  on  one  fide  of  a  copper-plate,  and  coals  of 
fire  on  the  other  fide  ;  the  tobacco  being  lighted,  they  then  put 
it  on  the  upper  extremity  of  a  tube,  and  the  lower  extremity 
runs  down  into  a  {hell  or  other  veffel,  containing  cold  water, 
mid  fometimes  role-water,  which  is  verv  common  there.  The 


fmoke  is  agreeably  drawn  trirough  the  cooling  water  by  means 
of  another  flexible  tube,  which  is  the  pipe,  and  is  generally 
about  twelve  feet  long Now,  when  Brahmans,  or  others 
pf  equal  call,  meet  together,  it  is  a  conftant  mark  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  good  underftanding  for  the  man  of  the  houfe  to 
otter  this  Hookah  to  his  vilitor,  and  it  is  palled  on,  from  one 
to  the  other.  But  when  the  Brahman  in  queflion  gave  the 
Hookah  to  Parbotee ,  he  emptied  the  'water  cut  of  it :  this  is  the 
action  that  will  appear  little  to  you,  but  which  is  a  kind  of 
formal  difgrace  among  them,  and  proves  a  forerunner  to 
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that  which  is  worfe  than  death,  viz.  lofng  caft.  Such  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  before  witneffes,  could  not  efcape  particular  notice, 
nor  fail  of  drawing  the  attention  of  many,  to  the  great  dis¬ 
honour  of  Mohun  Chund :  So  he  left  the  company,  and  went 
and  poured  out  his  complaint  to  God  in  prayer.  The  day 
was  far  gone,  he  returned  no  more  to  his  company,  but  re¬ 
tired  with  his  family  to  reft.  About  two  in  the  morning, 
he  was  called  up  by'  Parbotee,  with  vehement  cries  ;  and  on 
opening  the  door,  found  him  in  great  agitation^  and,  to  his 
inexpreftible  furprife,  Parbotee  delired  to  hear  the  Gofpel, 
and  that  the  Brahman  Chund  would  go  and  pray  for  him  : 
he  replied  as  well  as  he  could,  and  took  him  to  the  houfe  of 
Bolhoo  the  Munfhee,  where  they  fpent  their  time  till  day¬ 
light  in  reading,  praying,  and  bilging.  But  matters  were 
not  yet  explained  :  they  obferved  he  did  not  go  to  his  ufual 
ceremonies,  but  returned  toMunfhee’s  houfe  in  great  trouble 
of  mind,  about  noon,  making  his  former  requefts,  and,  on 
their  repeated  enquiry,  he  related  to  them  a  very  remarkable 
dream,  in  which  1  have  no  doubt  at  all  but  he  received  di¬ 
vine  admonition  and  inftrudlion.  The  effedts  of  it  were 
vifible  on  his  body  and  mind  for  feveral  days.  I  found  it 
very  difficult  to  adminifter  any  confoiation  to  him,  and  was 
afraid  the  confequences  might  be  foon  fatal ;  but  he  conti¬ 
nued  daily  to  hear  the  Goipel,  and  began  to  join  the  reft  in 
fmging  and  praying ;  and  confeffied  to  all  his  former  folly, 
and  profefled  to  believe  that  the  Bible  was  the  only  Word 
of  God,  and  Jefus  C-hrift  the  only  Saviour.  When  I  left 
Bengal ,  lie  had  continued  to  walk  in  an  orderly  becoming 
manner,  and  gave  me  and  others  great  fatisfadtion.  I  can¬ 
not  pafs  by  one  remark  in  my  diary  \  though  it  is  rather 
long,  I  (hall  here  give  you  a  copy  of  it  verbatim.  You  muft 
know  we  §  were  all  on  the  river,  going  a  journey  of  ^30 
miles ;  and  we  had  a  prayer  meeting  on  fetting  out.  Mohun 
Chund  and  Ram  Bojhoo ,  the  Munfhee,  having  made  their  in- 
terceffions,  I  called  upon  Parbotee ,  whom  I  had  never  before 
heard  ;  and  though  the  Munfhee’ s  prayer  was  more  judicious 
and  orderly,  yet  that  of  Parbotee ,  both  in  manner  and  mat¬ 
ter,  was  at  that  time  inexpreffibly  fweet  and  awful  to  my 
fpirit. 

PxtraCt  of  my  Diary  of  A u gif  ip,  179©. 

c  Endeavour  to  recoiled!  a  little  of  Parbotee  5  unequalled 

f  prayer. 

4  Munfhee,  Parbotee,  Mohun  Chund,  and  rnyfelf. 

I  ExjyreJJions 


pareotee’s  prayer. 


ExpreJJions  in  Parbotee’s  Prayer . 

cc  I  performed  the  rites  of  the  Ganges  ;  I  called 
this  good — I  worfhipped  wood  and  done  ;  I  called 
<c  this  good — I  heard  the  fhaders  of  men,  that  are 
<c  all  falfe  and  vain;  I  called  this  good — Lord,  I  am  a 
tc  mod  wretched  creature  to  this  day  :  I  know  no- 
cc  thing — nothing.  I  have  fpent  all  my  days  in 

cc  wickedneis,  and  have  not  obtained  the  lead 
cc  knowledge  of  God.  O  put  far  from  me  thefe  evil 
cc  things !  O  make  them  depart  far  from  me.  I  have 
“  hearkened  now  to  thy  word.  I  will  hear  them  no 
c‘  more — I  will  not  the  lead  regard  the  idols  of  wood 
cc  and  done  any  more! — Vanity:  lies.  Lord,  I 
will  hear  no  more  at  all  thefe  fhaders  of  the  Him 
cc  doers  ;  they  are  all  falfe  and  vain.  Wretched  finner  ! 
“  Save  me  !  O  lave — fave,  fave  me,  Give — Give— 
cs  O  give— Give,  O  Lord!  Give  me  to  know — Hell! 
“  what  ? — Heaven  !  what  ?— Without  the  blood  of 
cc  Chrid  I  fhall  never  be  faved.  Without  the  fiefh 
cc  of  Chrid  I  fhall  never  live  *. — Lord,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  ?  I  know  not  what  it  is — how  can 
“  I  get  the  biodd  of  Chrid? — O  teach  me,  I  will  do 
<c  any  thing  thou  fay’d — Cad  !  what  ? — Home  ! 
“  what  ? —Friends !  what  ? — Life  !  what  ? — What  is 
<c  any  thing  ?  all  is  nothing  but  thee. — I  want  no 
money  f ,  I  want  nothing  but  thee.  O  what  a 
wretched  finner  am  I  !  O  tell  me  thy  way  !  O  tell 
me  by  Munjhee  ;  tell  me  by  the  Sahaib\.  We 
<c  are  going  to  Calcutta — Many,  many,  wicked  things 
“  are  there.  O  keep  us  all  while  we  day  there, 

**  O  that  I  had  but  love  !  O  that  I  had  but  faith  !  — 
Ci  O  that  I  had  forgivenefs  !  O  that  I  had  but  thore 
<c  things  which  thy  people  have.  Like  them— O  give 

*  He  had  heard  read  John,  yi.  53, 

f  Referring,  perhaps,  to  feme  cruel  charges,  that  they  followed  the 
Gofpel  for  money  •.  but  the  truth  is,  they  made  no  gain  by  it,  of  a  tem¬ 
poral  kind  }  they  fuffered  lofs. 

\  Subaib,  i.  e.  Sir.  He  meant  Mr.  Thomas. 


parbotee’s  prayer. 


45  me  like  them,  like  them.  O  Lord,  how  many 
«  evil  things  are  in  my  mind  every  day  !  I  am  a 
«  wicked  blafphemous  wretch  1  I  have  fharne  in 
<c  me— Wicked  fharne  before  the  people,  and  wicked 
fear  of  men  ! — Far,  O  far  away  from  me,  put  far 
“  away  my  fins.  Forgive  me;  and  teach  me  what 
“  I  {hall  do.  I  will  do  any  thing.  O  that  I  did  but 
«  know  what  to  do  :  O  give— give— give — Lord  what 
“  (hall,  what  can  I  do  ?” 

<  Here  he  burd  into  a  flood  of  tears,  with  now  and  then 
4  fuch  fervent  cries,  as  I  never  before  heard  :  he  conti- 
‘  nued  in  prayer  about  half  an  hour.  I  read  and  explained 
c  the  faithful  promifes  of  God  to  fupply  the  poor  and  needy, 
f  and  to  fatisfy  the  thirdy  foul  with  living  waters ;  fpoke  of 
«  the  mind,  and  the  inner  man,  delighting  in  God  manifeded 
4  in  the  flelh,  and  crucified  for  fin  ;  that  this  was  eating  the 
4  flefh  and  drinking  the  blood  of  Chrid,  After  concluding, 
t  .  be  returned  to  his  boat,  and,  as  the  Munfhee  tells  me,  wept 
t-here  over  his  own  finfulnefs,  a  long  time.*  dhus  far  my 
diary. 

Confidering  that  this  took  place  almod  two  months  after 
the  dream,  and  obferving  the  deep  concern  of  mind  which 
is  but  imperfectly  expreffed  in  this  written  account ;  you 
will  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  affair  ; 
and  the  lofs  and  fharne  among  men  with  which  it  has  been 
ever  fince  followed,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt,  with  me,  that 
it  has  pleafed  God  to  awaken  this  man.  He  continues,  a 
living  witnefs  to  thoufands,  of  the  vanity  of  paganifm,  and 
the  reality  of  the  chridran  religion.  The  Brahmans  and  rela¬ 
tions  of  thefe  people,  who  find  their  intereds  drake n,  have 
railed  reports,  dirred  up  enemies,  and  brought  accufations 
againd  them  evidently  falfe  ;  but  they  behave,  on  thefe  try¬ 
ing  occafions,  like  men  *,  like  chridians  who  have  their  trult 
and  hope  in  God  ;  and  they  are  to  be  baptized  on  my  return 
to  that  country,  and  fo  lofe  caft  for  ever,  in  which  many  will 
join  them,  and  fo  become  at  lead  dated  hearers  of  the  Gof- 
pel.  A  man  of  Parbotee  s  high  authority  among  them  being 
on  our  fide,  if  he  could  only  fay  he  thought  that  the  Bible 
might  be  true,  and  of  divine  authority,  would  be  a  very  great 
bleffmg  to  any  Miffionary  whofe  heart  fhould  be  dirred  up 
to  go  and  preach  to  them.  But  I  blefs  God,  and  reflect  on 
it  with  great  comfort,  that  there  are  thoufands  of  Hindoos , 
Brahmans ,  and  others,  who  are  ready  to  own  as  much,  and 

more 
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,  mole  than  tiiis ;  and  if  thefe  were  dead,  I  fhould  go  over 
to  them,  with  all  joy  and  confidence  of  hope,  afiuredly  ga¬ 
thering,  from  thefe  tokens,  and  many  others,  that  the  Lord 
Lath  called  me  to  preach  unto  them  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
Chrijl :  and  I  hope  and  pray,  he  will  yet  enable  and  call 
others  more  fit  for,  and  worthy  of,  this  delightful  work  than 
myfelf.  There  are  feveral  Brahmans  who  have  the  book  of 
Matthew  in  their  hands,  who  read  it  in  their  families,  and 
among  then  friends,  whom  I  iiave  nev.er  feen  }  and  there  are 
feveral  with  whom  I  have  converfed,  that  have  read  the 
fcrip Lines  to  forne  good  effedf,  though  not  really  converted  to 
CL  rift.  Ihefe  would  all  rejoice  to  fee  more  witnefles  of  the 
tiuth,  as  it  is  in  Jelus,  among  them.  The  two  converts  I  have 
mentioned  to  you,  exprefied  a  defire  of  fending  a  meflage  to 

the  Rev.  - - with  whom  they  knew  I  correfponded ;  to  this 

I  replied,  they  had  better  write  it  down  ;  they  did  fo,  and  J 
have  translated  it,  and  a  copy  of  their  letter  you  will  fee  at 
the  clofe  of  thefe  papers 

In  audition  to  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  above,  of 
their  religion  and  manners,  I  fhall  mention  a  few  things 
which  fhew,  that  the  necefhty  of  fome  atonement  for  fin^  is 
one  of  their  prevailing  ideas.  I  believe  that  human  facri- 
fices  aie  very  rare,  if  not  entirely  unknown  among  them  * 
although  about  four  years  fince  there  was  an  account  of  one 
in  the  India  papers  \  but  there  are  doubts  of  the  authority 
fiom  whence  it  came.  Sacrifices  are  made,  however,  of 
buffaloes,  kids,  and  lambs,  which  are  to  be  publicly  feen  at 
their  ftated  feafons.  They  have  alio  a  cuftom  of  ufing  feve¬ 
ral  voluntary  tortures,  which  every  perfon,  who  has  refided 
y  for  a  year  or  two,  muft  be  more  or  lefs  ac¬ 
quainted  with.  I  fhall  deferibe  two  or  three  of  them  : 

i  ft.  That  of  f  winging.  The  perfon  who  makes  this  atone¬ 
ment  has  two  iron  fejh-hoohs  palled  through  the  integu¬ 
ments,  on  each  fide  the  back-bone  ;  and  being  fufpended  by 
ropes  attached  tc  thefe  hooks,  he  is  drawn  up  about  40  feet  in 
the  air,  and  there  twirled  round  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  all 
which  he  bears,  without  any  expreffion  of  pain  or  impa¬ 
tience.  Whatever  he  throws  down  of  fruit,  or  the  like,  is 
caught  up  with  great  avidity,  and  counted  facred.  Some¬ 
times  the  fkin  has  given  way,  and  the  perfon  has  been  dafhed 
to  pieces  :  io  now,  m  all  that  I  have  feen,  cloth  has  been, 
palikd  round  the  middle,  for  the  hocks  to  hold  by  with  the 
Ikin.  The  ceremony  may  be  feen  in  aim  oft  every  town 
once  a-year. 

*  See  page  367. 


Another 
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Another  torture  is  after  this  manner  :  The  man  pajfies 
threads  through  each  of  his  fiules,  in  fix  places  *,  and  the  threads 
being  thirty  yards  long,  and  fixed  at  each  end,  he  dances 
backward  and  forward  as  in  a  rope-walk. 

A  third  is  running  a  J pit  of  four  feet  long  all  through  the 
tongue ,  and  drawing  it  backwards  aud  forwards.  Be  fide  3 
which,  I  might  mention  fitting  in  one  pofiition  for  years,  ex- 
pofed  to  fires  in  hot  weather,  and  cold  dews  in  cold  weather* 
Many  other  things  of  a  like  nature  are  common  among  them. 

I  lhall  conclude  with  an  inftance  I  have  heard  from  fome 
of  our  religious  brethren  at  Calcutta.  Mr.  Swartz ,  or  one  of 
the  Malabarian  mifiionaries,  related  it  to  them. 

A  certain  man,  on  the  Malabar  coafi,  had  enquired  of 
various  devotees  and  priefts,  how  he  might  make  atone¬ 
ment  for  his  fin  ;  and  at  laft  he  was  directed  to  drive  iron 
fpikes,  fufficiently  blunted,  through  his  fandals;  and  on 
thefe  fpikes  he  was  to  place  his  naked  feet,  and  walk  (if  I 
mifiake  not)  250  cofs,  viz.  about  4S0  miles,  if  through 
lofs  of  blood,  or  weaknefs  of  body,  he  was  obliged  to  halt, 
■he  might  wait  for  healing  and  ftrength.  He  undertook  the 
journey,  and,  while  he  halted  under  a  large  fihady  tree,  where 
the  Gofpel  was  fometimes  preached,  one  of  the  mifiionaries 
came,  and  preached  in  his  hearing,  from  thefe  words,  The 
blood  ofjefus  Chrifi  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  While  he  was  preach¬ 
ing,  the  man  rofe  up,  threw  off  his  torturing  fandals,  and 
cried  out  aloud,  This  is  what  I  want ;  and  lie  became  a 
lively  witnefs,  that  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrilt  does  cleanfe 
from  all  fins  indeed. 

It  may  appear  a  very  formidable  undertaking  to  go  and 
preach  amcyig  thefe  poor,  dellitute,  periihing,  fouls.  Perhaps 
the.heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  barbarous  manners  of  hea¬ 
thens  in  general,  may  operate  in  part,  as  a  diico uragement 
to  fome,  who  would  otherwife  cordially  engage  in  this  fer- 
vice  ;  but  wherefGod  makes  willing ,  obstacles  will  compara¬ 
tively  dilappear.  One  part  of  the  year  the  weather  is  cold 
enough :  at  night  we  can  bear  two  or  three  blankets,  and 
fiiould  be  unable  to  deep  for  cold  without  them.  In  the 
day  we  ufe  warm  clothes  and  fires,  efpecially  in  the  upper 
parts  of  Bengal,  which  lies  in  latitude  2 6°  N.  The 
country  abounds  with  provifions  at  a  cheap  rate ;  fo  that 
thoufands  of  the  natives  maintain  themfelves  and  families, 
pay  rent  and  cuftoms,  out  of  an  income  not  exceeding  10s. 
iterling  per  month. 

Near 
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Near  Malda,  at  which  place  I  refided,  the  prices  of 
provifions  in  common  were  as  follow;  but  at  Calcutta  they 
are  much  dearer  : 


3° 


/. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Fowls  -  - 

-  2 

6 

A  Sheep  -  -  - 

2 

6 

Ducks  -  - 

-  2 

6 

A  Kid  -  -  - 

0 

8 

A  Hog  -  - 

-  2 

6 

A  Lamb  -  -  - 

0 

8 

A  Deer 

-  2 

6 

Pine  apples,  mangoes,  plantains,  limes,  melons,  peaches, 
vegetables,  and  fifh,  very  plenty  and  cheap  *,  and  other  things 
in  proportion.  But  if  an  European  mult  have  a  great  ho  ule, 
a  palanquin,  a  number  of  fervants,  and  eat  and  drink  the 
unwholefome  food  brought  from  Europe  *,  as  hams,  tongues, 
claret,  porter,  &c.  Bengal  may  prove  both  an  expenfive 
and  unhealthy  place  to  him ;  otherwife  the  country  may  be 
enjoyed,  and  feveral  fervants  kept,  at  a  fmall  expenle. 
Some  fervants  are  neceffary  there,  which  would  be  quite 
fuperfluous  here ;  fuch  as  a  perfon  to  carry  a  chatta,  or  kind 
of  umbrella  ;  a  cook,  a  waffierman,  and  perhaps  more  :  the 
molt  expenfive  of  thefe  is  the  cook,  and  his  whole  wages  will 
amount  to  no  more  than  15s.  per  month  at  fartheft,  and  he 
find  himfelf.  Houfe-rent  is  the  molt  expenfive  article  *,  for 
the  lawful  intereft  of  money  in  that  ebuntry  is  1 2  per  cent, 
and  the  Company  allows  eight.  But  for  my  part,  I  have 
Jived  in  a  boat  for  fix  months  together,  as  comfortably  as 
any  prince  in  Europe  ;  and  for  16  or  18s.  a  miffionary  may 
build  an  excellent  houfe,  with  mud  walls  and  draw  cover-*- 
ing.  I  have  done  this  alio,  and  lived  more  comfortably  than 
I  do  now  in  England :  fo  that  the  difficulties  attending  a 
Gofpel  million  are  not  infuperable  *,  if  they  appear  fo,  it 
is  only  at  a  diftance ;  and  fhould  they  be  ever  fo  great, 
in  a  fervice  of  this  kind  we  expedl,  through  God,  to  do 
valiantly. 

As  to  the  learning  of  the  language,  it  is  a  work  attended 
with  difficulties :  but  when  the  whole  time  is  devoted  to  it, 
three  or  four  months  will  bring  a  man  through  the  greateft 
of  them;  and  he  will  begin  to  converfe  with  the  natives, 
with  great  amufement  and  pleafure  to  himfelf,  and  profit  to 
them.  And  as  to  the  barbarity  of  thefe  people,  it  is  not 
with  them  as  it  is  with  other  Pagans,  of  whom  we  have  read 
and  heard  :  for  the  Hindoos  are  certainly  diltinguiffied  from 
all  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  for  their  harmlefs  and 
inoffenfive  behaviour  ;  and  the  province  of  Bengal  and  its 
inhabitants  are  proverbially  diltinguiffied  from  all  other 
parts  of  India ,  for  their  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  harndefs 
"  behaviour 
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behaviour  to  their  enemies  as  well  as  their  friends.  I  have 
known  among  them  men  of  confiderable  power  and  authority, 
who  were  highly  offended  with  me,  becaufe  they  imagined 
my  work  affedted  their  interefts  ( Acts,  xix.  25.) :  but  I  lived 
within  a  mile  of  them,  in  a  lonely  houie,  with  my  windows 
and  doors  wide  open  all  night,  without  fword  or  fire-arms, 
and  free  from  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  of  danger.  However, 
this  could  not  be  prudently  done  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Calcutta. 

In  the  year  1787  I  began  to  learn  to  fpeak  and  write 
the  Bengalee.  Till  the  month  of  June  or  July  of  this  year, 
I  was  engaged  at  Calcutta ,  and  preached  to  a  few  Europeans 
there.  In  1788  I  could  converfe  freely  with  them,  efpecially 
with  thofe  I  was  well  acquainted  with.  In  1789!  began 
to  find  that  my  pronunciation  was  generally  very  defective, 
and  confequently  my  preaching,  for  the  molt  part,  could  not 
be  underftood:  I  had  a’ifo  begun  to  tranflate.  I  remained 
there  the  fecond  time,  from  the  middle  of  1786,  till  the  end 
of  1791  :  but  had  no  thoughts  of  flaying  there  till  about  the 
beginning  of  1787,  nor  did  I  fit  down  to  the  work  till 
about  the  middle  of  that  year :  fo  all  the  time  fpent 
among  them  was  five  years  and  a  half ;  but  moft  of  this  time 
I  have  preached  twice  every  Lord’s  Day  to  a  congregation  of 
Europeans  in  the  country.  Confidering  this,  and  the  difth- 
culties  that  mu  ft  neceftarily  occur  to  the  firft  adventurer,  (for 
they  have  no  di£l ionary,  vocabulary,  nor  printed  books  to 
afiiftone,  as  in  European  countries)  ;  I  fay,  confidering  thefe 
things,  the  time  may  be  reckoned  but  two  or  three  years ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  a  perfon  of  a  moderate  capacity  may 
attain,  in  that  time,  as  much  knowledge  of  the  language  as 
I  have ;  and  I  can  now  exprefs  myfelf  in  prayer ,  preachings 
and  converfation,  comfortably  to  myfelf,  and  fo  as  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  others. 

I  am,  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Your’s  affectionately., 

JOHN  THOMAS. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr. 


Great  Sir,  Dated  yth  of  month  Mang}  1198. 

TKTE  fin ful  Heathen?  fora  longtime  have  ufed  worfhip 
*  *  and  ceremonies,  according  to  our  own  paganifh 
(halters  and  cultoms,  and  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  think, 
that  different  kinds  of  people  having  different  kinds  of  fbai- 
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tersf,  would  be  faved  , by  the  works  thereof.  The  deeds  of 

the  fhafters  of  this  our  country  you  will  be  acquainted  with 
by  converting  with  Mr.  Thomas. 

O  great  Sir,  though  we  thought  that  many  nations  had 
many  kinds  of  fhafters,  yet  in  the  country  of  the  Englifh 
we  thought  there  was  no  fh  after  at  all  *,  for,  concerning  fin 
and  holinefs,  thofe  that  are  here  have  no  judgment  at  all. 
We  have  even  thought  that  they  were  not  men,  but  a  kind 
of  other  creatures  like  devourers.  Within  thefe  fix  years,  it  is 
our  mercy  and  praife  that  Mr.  John  Ihomas  came  into  this 
country.  Such  a  kind  of  ootum  J  perlon  we  have  neither  feen, 
heard,  or  known  of  at  any  time.  On  his  coming  here  he 
emploved  me  as  Munfhee  i  and  after  I  had  taught  him  a 
little  Bengalee,  he  afked  me,  Munlhee,  If  you  were  to  die  now, 
whither  would  you  go  ?  How  can  I  tell,  Sir  ?  faid  I ;  I  fhali 
go  where  God  will  take  me.  True,  faid  he,  But  men  in 
general, When  they  die,  where  do  their  fouls  go  ?  1  anfwered, 
All  men  go  to  a  place  according  to  their  works ;  -the  holy  go 
into  heaven,  and  the  finner  goes  into  hell.  He  afked  me 
what  heaven  and  hell,  what  fin  and  holinefs  were  ;  to  which 
I  replied  particularly.  He  fmiling  faid,  How  could  a  man 
be  freed  from  his  fins  by  fuch  luperheial  works  as  thefe  ? 
But  none  of  us  could  anfwer  him,  only  that  it  was  written 
fo  in  our  fhafters,  and  that  our  forefathers,  from  generation 
to  generation,  had  fo  obtained  falvation  i  this  was  all  we 
knew.  Mr.  Thomas  knows  the  drift  of  our  fhafters,  and 
will  reprefent  them  to  you. 

When  he  began  to  tell  us  how  men  could  be  faved,  then 
we  greatly  wondered;  and  we  thought  within  ouifelves, 
thefe  (Englifh)  are  the  unclean;  they  have  never  had  any 
fhafters,  and  how  fhould  this  man  know  the  way  of  falva¬ 
tion  l  But  we  faid,  Speak,  Sir,  and  we  will  hear.  He 
began  to  read  to  us  the  glad  tidings  of  ialvation  out  of  the 
Bible  ;  and  as  we  heard  him  fpeak,  we  were  amazed  and 
rejoiced.  Now  we  know  certainly  that  this  is  the  fhafter  of 
God,  and  the  way  of  falvation.  This  will  ftand,  and  ad 
others  are  utterly  vain.  O  great  Sir,  we  are  now  very 
thoughtful,  and  bethink  ourfelves,  what  have  we  oeen  doing, 
all  this  time  ?  We  deferve  the  deep  of  hell  as  the  fruit  of 
our  doings;  at  the  thoughts  of  which  we  were  greatly 
troubled.  But  the  golpel  is  begun  to  be  publiihed.  The 

•f  i.  e.  holy  laws. 

t  Ootum ,  or  bed  kind.  They  fay  there  are  three  forts  oi  men  in  the 
world — the  ootum,  muddheuni,  and  oddhum  ;  that  is,  the  bell,  nun  ing> 

and  word  kind.  books 
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books  of  Matthew,  Mark,  and  James,  are  almoft  ready,  and 
the  gofpel  is  coming  into  our  country.  Our  Sahaib  has 
preached  in  many  places ;  and  wherever  the  people  have 
heard,  there  they  have  been  amazed  and  glad.  Several  of  us 
who  were  before  workers  of  iniquity,  liave  now  underflood 
the  evil  of  it ;  which  our  Sahaib  will  make  known  to  you. 

Now  IT  IS  OUR  WISH  THAT  THIS  GREAT  WoRD  WAS 
translated  into  Bengalee  ;  as  we  hear,  we  make  it 
known :  but  we  are  only  a  poor  people,  and  cannot  do  as 
we  wifh.  But  we  hope,  great  Sir,  you  will  have  com¬ 
panion  upon  US,  AND  SEND  PREACHERS  INTO  THIS 
COUNTRY,  AND  THEM  THAT  WILL  HELP  FORWARD 

the  translation  j  and  that  we  finful  people  fli all  walk 
according  to  this  word,  for  whofoever  has  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  will  be  cleanfed  from  his  fins  by  his  blood,  and 
we  do  hope  that  he  will  help  us  in  all  thefe  particulars. 
Our  hope  refts  in  Him. 

Great  Sir,  we  have  never  feen  before  the  ootum  people : 
the  firft  we  ever  faw  was  Mr.  Thomas  ;  and  by  him  we  know 
that  the  greater  people  will  fhew  compaffon.  Of  other 
things  we  will  write  hereafter.  This  is  all. 

Shree  Parbotee  Brahman, 

Shree  Ram  Ram  Bofhoo  Caeflo. 


A?i  Extra 61  from  feme  of  the  Hindoo  Shafers* 

Angnow  tifhthatee  vipranam  hrido  devo  maneefhinam 

Pratima  fwalpa  buddinam  fervatra  brahmava  dinam. 

viz . 

God,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Brahmans,  exifts  in  fire  $  in 
that  of  the  philofophers,  in  their  bofoms ;  in  that  of  men  of 
little  underftanding,  he  exifts  in  idols ;  but  in  that  of  men. 
who  pronounce  the  words  of  revelation,  he  exifts  every¬ 
where. 


Hindoos 5  Notion  of  Faith }  and  its  different  Stages, 

1.  Hearing  faith. 

2.  Speaking  faith. 

3.  Hoping  faith. 

4.  Obeying  faith. 

5.  Approaching  faith. 

6.  Praifng  faith. 

7.  Uniform  faith. 

'  -8.  Faith  of  fellowfhip  and  communion. 

9.  Yielding  faith,  which  fubmits  all  things  with  pleafure 
to  the  will  of  the  Omnifcient  One. 


A  a 
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AN 

EVANGELICAL  HYMN 

Compofed  in  the  Bengal  Language,  1788, 

By  R  am  Ram  Bosh 00,  a  Hindoo  Minifies. 

Chorus.  O  who  befides  can  recover  us, 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us, 

From  the  everlafling  darknefsof  fin. 
Except  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

1.  Lo  !  that  Lord  is  the  Son  of  God, 

The  intermediate  of  a  finner’s  ialvation : 
Whofoever  adores  him, 

"Will  get  over  his  eternal  ruin. 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us,  &c. 

2.  In  all  this  world  there  is  none  free  from  fin. 
Except  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

And  his  name  is  Jefus. 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us,  &c, 

3.  That  Lord  was  born  into  the  world 
To  redeem  finful  men  : 

Whofoever  has  faith  to  adore  him. 

That’s  the  man  that  will  get  free. 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us,  &c. 

4.  With  and  without  form,  an  holy  incarnation. 
That’s  the  Lord  of  the  world  : 

Without  faith  in  Him,  the  road  to  heaven 
Is  inaccefhble. 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us,  &c. 

3.  Thefe  words  of  his  mouth,  hear,  O  men. 

For  his  fayings  are  very  true; 
c<  Whofo  is  thirfty,  let  him  come, 
u  I  will  give  him  the  living  water.” 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us,  See. 

4>.  Therefore  adore,  O  my  foul, 

Having  known  Him  fubifantial ; 

And  befides  Himfelf 

There  is  no  other  Saviour. 

1  ' 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us, 

O  who  befides  can  recover  us, 

From  the  everlafling  darknels  of  fin, 
Except  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
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AN  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  SOCIETY 


FOR 

PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL 

AMONG  THE  HEATHEN  j 
INCLUDING 


A  NARRATIVE  OF  ITS  RISE  AND  PLAN ; 

With  a  Jhort  Addrefs  earneJUy  recommending  this  benevolent 

Dtfign. 

GTHE  objeft  of  this  fociety  is  to  evangelize  the  poor,  dark, 
idolatrous  heathen,  by  fending  miflionaries  into  different 
parts  of  the  world,  where  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  is 
not  at  prefent  published,  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  falva- 
tion  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

It  is  a  very  affedling  fa<d  that  according  to  the  lowed 
computation,  there  are  at  this  moment  above  four  hundred 
millions  of  our  fellow-men  in  a  date  of  pagan  darknefs  ; 
many  of  whom  (as  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand ,  and 
mod  of  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  J  not  only  live  in  the 
habits  of  offering  human  facrihces,  but  are  mod  certainly 
proved  to  be  abfolute  cannibals,  frequently  engaging  in  wars, 
and  feading  on  the  flefh  of  their  enemies. 

Can  it  then  be  an  objefft  unworthy  of  the  mod  ardent  and 
perfevering  purluit,  to  diffeminate  among  them  the  humane 
and  faving  principles  of  the  chridian  religion,  in  order  to 
bring  theie  uncivilized  barbarians  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  to  found  chridian  churches  in  places 
which  now  exhibit  nothing  but  fcenes  of  defolation  ? 

Were  thefe  ignorant  immortals  but  thoroughly  indru&ed 
in  the  doftrines  and  precepts  of  chridianity,  their  civiliza¬ 
tion  would  naturally  follow.  And  what  miferies  would  be 
hereby  prevented  !  How  great  the  bleffings  that  mud  cer¬ 
tainly  enfue,  on  their  reception  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the 
bleffed  God  ! 


What  pains  and  expenfe  does  it  not  deferve  to  attempt 
to  refcue  at  lead  iome  out  of  fo  many  millions  from  ruin  i 
Was  man  formed  in  the  image  of  his  God,  and  is  it  not  de- 
firable  to  endeavour  to  ufe  thofe  means  which  are  calculated 


to  redore  that  lod  image  ?  Is  man  the  reprefentative  of 
Deity,  to  the  inferior  creation,  and  ought  he  to  be  negledled 
and  deferred,  though  in  a  ruinous  date  ?  Hath  not  Gc-d 


a  a  2 


made 


« 


372  THE  BAPTIST  SOCIETY  FOR 

made  of  one  blood  all  nations,  and  fhall  not  we  refpect  all  out* 
fellow-creatures  as  brethren  ?  And  if  we  really  confider 
them  as  fuch,  fhould  not  love  and  compaffion  excite  us  to. 
promote  tbeir  prefent,  and  efpecially  their  eternal  welfare  ? 
Did  the  Saviour  ffoop  fo  low  as  to  vilitour  benighted,  wretch¬ 
ed,  finful  world,  to  recover  an  apoffate  race  from  de-  1 
ferved  ruin  ?  Were  the  moll  undeferving  and  guilty,  the 
molt  finful  and  depraved,  made  the  objects  of  his  i elf-moved 
compaffion  ?  Can  we  give  a  better  evidence  of  our  partaking 
of  his  grace,  than  by  an  earned:  endeavour  to  imitate  his  ex¬ 
ample,  and  to  fubferve  the  defign  of  his  coming  into  the 
world,  and  laying  down  his  precious  life  ;  by  labouring  to 
promote  the  falvation  of  the  molt  ignorant  and  helplels  of 
mankind 

Do  we,  indeed,  believe  the  gofpel  ?  Do  we  receive  it  in 
reality  noc  as  the  word  of  man,  but  of  God  ?  Do  we  admit 
into  our  minds  the  reprefentations  therein  given  of  the  flate 
of  man  ?  Have  we  experienced  the  remedy  in  any  meafure, 
and  can  we  be  willing  this  remedy  for  perifhing  fouls  fhould 
remain  fo  very  much  unknown  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
world  ?  Or  rather,  if  we  have  experienced  its  healing  in¬ 
fluence,  fhall  we  not  be  concerned  that  this  gofpel,  with  all 
its  treafures  and  confolations,  fhould  be  univerfally  known  ? 

Ah!  if  the  foul  of  a  Hottentot,  a  Hindoo,  or  a  Negro  .  .  » . 
be  like  mine  !  And  who  can  difpute  it  ? — Capable  of  be¬ 
coming  like  God  in  his  moral  image — Capable  of  enjoying 
his  favour  and  love — Capable  of  communing  with  him,  glo¬ 
rifying  him,  and  being  happy  in  his  fmiles  for  ever  !  How 
defirable  is  it  to  be  inftrumental  to  fuch  inexpreffibly  glorious 
ends  ! 

Never  let  us  yield  to  difeouragements  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  that  the  attempt  would  be  in  vain.  If  we  have  duly 
confidered  the  methods  whereby  God  has  already  accom- 
plifhed  the  defigns  of  his  grace  in  fome  degree,  we  cannot 
confidently  objedt  to  the  adoption  of  fimilar  meafures  now. 
The  Adds  of  the  Apoftles  (thofe  moll  ancient  records  of  chrif- 
tian  hiltory)  fhew  us,  that  God  hath  chofen  to  propa¬ 
gate  his  truth  among  mankind  by  the  efforts  of  their  fellow- 
men,  committing  the  precious  treafure  of  the  gofpel  into 
<c  earthen  veffels/’'  that  the  excellence  of  the  power  might  the 
more  eminently  appear  to  be  of  God,  and  not  of  men. 

The  Jcfuits  and  other  PopiJJj  miffionaries  have,  in  modern 
times,  taken  immenfe  pains  to  propagate  their  very  defective 
and  corrupt  kind  of  chriftianity,  in  divers  heathen  countries. 
And  our  p  retell  ant  brethren  belonging  to  other  nations  have 

laboured 
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laboured  with  conffderable  fuccefs.  Efpecially  the  Danijh 
million  to  the  coaft  of  Corofnandel ,  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  has 
fince  the  year  1706  brought  above  18,000  Gentoos  to  the 
profeflion  of  chriftianity.  The  Dutch ,  in  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  and  other  of  their  Eaft-India  fettlements,  have 
had  ftill  more  extenfive  fuccefs. — In  North -America,  the 
apoftolic  Eliott ,  in  the  laft  century,  was  the  chief  inftrument 
of  the  evident  and  thorough  converfion  of  many  of  the 
native  Indians,  and  by  his  labours,  and  that  of  other  excel¬ 
lent  PEedobaptift  minifters,  feveral  churches  were  raifed  from 
among  thole  poor  favages,  fome  of  which  were  fupplied 
with  minifters  of  their  own  race,  and  others  with  Anglo- 
Americans.  Nor  were  the  Baptijls  without  a  hand  in  that 
bleffed  work.  In  the  prefent  century,  the  Prejhyterian  fociety 
in  Scotland  for  propagating  chrijlian  knowledge  has  lent  its 
fupport  to  feveral  ufeful  miffionaries  among  the  American 
Indians.  The  excellent  David  Brainerd ,  an  account  of 
whofe  life  and  fmgular  fuccefs  among  the  Indians  was  pub- 
lifhed  by  Prefident  Edwards,  and  after  him  his  brother 
John  Brainerd ,  were  fupported  by  this  fociety.  They  ftill 
afford  their  affiftance  to  Mr.  Kirkland ,  from  whom  very 
pleafing  accounts  have  been  lately  received  ;  and  there  is  alfo 
a  Mr.  Sergeant '  that  is  fuccefsfully  employed  among  the 
Indians  at  this  time. — The  Moravian  Brethren  have,  within 
thefe  fixty  years  paft,  fent  miffionaries  to  various  heathen 
nations,  and  have  difeovered  a  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel,  which  ought  to  provoke  in  all  other  denominations 
of  chriftians,  a  godly  emulation.  Their  fuccefs  has  been 
remarkable  among  the  Greenlanders  and  in  the  Danifh  Wejl - 
India-Ifands.  They  alfo  have  fent  miffionaries  among  the 
American  Indians ,  and  the  Efquimaux  on  the  coaft  of  Labra¬ 
dor ,  who  have  been  hopefully  owned  for  the  converfion  of 
fouls  ;  and  have  attempted  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  and  to  the  Hottentots ,  to  which  laft  people  they  are 
about  to  renew  their  million.  We  are  informed,  that  in 
the  year  1788  they  had  in  their  focieties  above  15,000  con¬ 
verted  heathen.  The  IVtfeafi  Methodijls  have,  within  thefe 
few  years,  attempted  a  million  to  the  Caribbs ,  who  are  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Weft-India  illands,  and  have  laboured  with  fuc¬ 
cefs  among  the  negro  Haves  in  thofe  iflands;— The  labours 
of  brother  George  Liele ,  the  Baptift  negro  in  Jamaica ,  have 
been  greatly  bleffed  among  his  fellow  Africans  both  bond 
and  free.  The  fuccefs  of  our  worthy  brethren,  who  have 
thus  hazarded  their  lives  for  the  fake  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  may 
ferve  at  once  as  a  reproof  to  our  indolence,  and  as  a  fpur  to 

a  a  3  our 


J74  THE  BAPTIST  SOCIETY  FOR 

our  a&ivity.  W  ho  that  realizes  the  value  of  one  immortal 
foul,  but  muff  be  ftimulated  by  thefe  brilliant  fucceffes  to 
aflift  in  extending  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

Tofuchan  effort,  arguments  of  the  molt  powerful  nature 
muff  impel  every  believer  in  divine  revelation,  and  well- 
wifher  to  mankind  :  for  various  as  the  different  opinions  of 
chriftians  may  be  with  refpedt  to  particular  parts  of  the 
gofpel-fcheme,  all  will  agree  in  this,  that  the  facred  lcrip- 
tures  affaire  us  of  the  univerfal  conquefts  of  the  Redeemer, 
that  <{  his  dominion  fhall  extend  from  fea  to  fea,  even  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth that  u  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  {hall 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chriff: and 
tjiat  “  the  iffes  fhall  wait  for  his  law.” 

Will  not  God,  who  feeth  the  heart,  be  well  pleafed  with 
every  fincere  and  earneft  effort  to  promote  his  blefled  caufe  ? 
"Without  the  divine  bleffing,  we  readily  believe  nothing  to 
purpofe  can  be  effe&ed.  But  is  this  an  excufe  for  inaaivity 
and  ffoth  ?  are  we  not  encouraged  by  innumerable  promifes 
and  prophecies  of  the  divine  word  ;  and  by  an  evident  bleff- 
ing  crowning  the  labours  of  our  brethren  and  predeceffors  ? 
Let  then  every  chriftian  who  loves  the  gofpel,  and  to  whom 
the  fouls  of  men  are  dear,  come  forward  in  this  noble  caufe. 
If  God  hath  given  us  of  this  world’s  goods,  to  what  more 
valuable  purpofe  can  we  apply  a  portion  of  them  than  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fend  to  our  poor  brethren  the  bread  of  life,  of 
which  they  (land  in  fuch  perifhing  need  ?  Let  every  one  that 
js  free-hearted  offer  unto  the  Lord.  For  the  filver  and  gold, 
as  well  as  our  fouls  which  he  bought  with  his  blood,  are  not 
our  own,  but  his.  And  whether  we  can  or  cannot  thus 
honour  him  with  our  fubftance,  let  us  attend  the  generous 
donations  of  thofe  that  are  able  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
or  his  caufe,  with  our  moft  fervent  prayers.  Many  chrif¬ 
tian  focieties  have,  for  fome  years  back,  united  in  extraor¬ 
dinary  prayer,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Redeemer’s  king¬ 
dom  :  than  which  nothing  can  be  a  more  certain  harbinger 
of  fuccefs,  Let  us  perliff,  and  we  fhall  prevail.  Pray  ye 
for  the  peace  and  increafe  of  the  church,  they  fhall  profper 
that  love  her.  Ye  that  mention  the  name  of  the  Lord  keep 
not  filence  yourfelves,  nor  let  him  reft  in  fflence,  until  he 
effablifh,  and  until  he  render  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the  earth. 

The  Society  took  its  rife  in  the  following  manner  : 

IN  the  year  1791,  at  a  Minifters’  meeting  at  Clipflone ,  in 
North  a  )npic'i/h  ire,  alter  two  difeourfes  had  been  preached 
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by  Brother  St  ft  cliff  and  Brother  Fuller ,  on  Jealoufy for  the  Lord 
of  Hofls ,  and  The  pernicious  influence  of  Delay  ;  a  query  was 
propoled  by  Brother  Carey ,  If  it  were  not  pradlicable,  and 
our  bounden  duty  to  attempt  fomewhat  toward  fpreading  the 
gofpel  in  the  Heathen  world  ?  As  the  public  fervice  had 
been  attended  with  more  than  ordinary  folemnity,  fo  this 
confultation  was  managed  with  a  good  degree  of  ferious  and 
earned:  concern  to  exert  ourfelves  for  the  propagation  of  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord.  But  the  principal  thing  then 
agreed  upon,  was,  to  defire  Brother  Carey ,  upon  whofe  mind 
the  fubject  had  been  laid  with  peculiar  weight  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  to  draw  up  his  thoughts  concerning  it,  and  pub- 
lifh  them. — At  the  next  affociation  of  the  Baptift  churches  at 
Oakham ,  June  16,  1 791,  it  was  defired  by  the  minifters  who 
had  been  prefent  at  Clipflone ,  that  Brothers  Sutcliff  and  Fuller 
would  print  their  fermons,  mentioned  above  ;  with  which  re- 
queft  they  complied.  Some  months  after,  Brother  Carey 
printed  his  pamphlet,  entitled,  An  Enquiry  into  the  Obligations 
ef  Chriflians  to  ufe  Means  for  the  Converflon  of  the  Heathen ,  Pfc . 
At  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  affociation  at  Nottingham , 
May  31,  1792,  the  fubjedt  was  revived,  and  a  refolution 
made.  That  a  plan  be  prepared  againit  the  next  Minifters* 
meeting  at  Kettering ,  for  forming  a  Baptift  fociety  for  propagat¬ 
ing  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen.  And  Brother  Carey  gene- 
roufly  engaged,  that  whatever  profits  might  arife  from  his 
late  publication,  fhould  be  devoted  to  the  ule  of  fuch  a  lociety  : 
Accordingly  at  the  Minifters*  meeting  at  Kettering ,  061.  2, 
1792,  after  the  public  fervices  of  the  day  were  over,  the 
minifters  retired  to  confult  farther  on  the  fubjedf,  and  to  lay 
atleaft  a  foundation  for  a  fociety  ;  when  the  following  refo- 
lutions  were  propofed  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to  ; 

Refolutions  at  a  meeting  of  Minifters  of  the  Particular  Baptift 

denomination,  held  at  Kettering ,  in  Northampton /hire  >  Oct. 
2,  1792. 

1.  Deftrous  of  making  an  effort  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  amongft  the  Heathen, agreeably  to  what  isrecommended 
in  Brother  Carey  s  late  publication  on  that  fubjedt,  we,  whofe 
names  appear  in  the  fubfequent  fubfeription,  do  folemnly 
agree  to  adt  in  fociety  together  for  that  purpofe, 

2.  As  in  the  prefent  divided  ftate  of  Chriftendom,  it 
feemsthat  each  denomination,  by  exerting  itfelf  feparately,  is 
mod,  likely  to  accomplifti  the  great  ends  of  a  million,  it  is 
agreed,  that  this  fociety  be  called,  The  Particular  Baptifl 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  amongft  the  Heathen. 

3.  As  fuch  an  undertaking  muft  needs  be  attended  with 
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expenfe,  we  agree  immediately  to  open  a  fubfcription  for 
the  above  purpofe,  and  to  recommend  it  to  others. 

4.  Every  perfon  who  fhall  fubfcribe  ten  pounds  at  once, 
or  ten  {hillings  and  fixpence  annually,  {hall  be  confidered' as 
a  member  of  the  focietv. 

5.  That  the  Rev.  Meffrs.  John  Ryland,  Reynold  Hogg, 
William  Carey,  John  Sutcliff,  and  Andrew  Fuller,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  three  of  whom  {hall  be  empowered  to 
add  in  carrying  into  effect  the  purpofes  of  the  fociety. 

6.  That  the  Rev.  Reynold  Hogg  be  appointed  treafurer, 
and  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller  Secretary. 

7.  That  the  fubfcriptions  be  paid  in  at  the  Northampton 
Minifters’  meeting,  Odt.  31,  1792  ;  at  which  time  the  fub- 
jedh  {hall  be  confidered  more  particularly,  by  the  committee 
and  other  fubfcribers  who  may  be  prefent. 

Signed,  John  Ryland,  Reynold  Hogg,  John  Sutcl iff,  At 
Fuller,  Abraham  Greenwood,  Edward  Sharman,  Jofhua 
Burton,  Samuel  Pearce,  Thomas  Blundell,  William  Heigh- 
ton,  John  Eayres,  Jof.  Timms  ;  whole  fubfcriptions  in  all 
amount  to  13I.  2s.  6d. 

Second  Meeting  of  the  Primary  Society,  at  Northampton , 

Odfober  3 1,  1 792. 

The  lecretary  chofen  at  the  former  meeting,  being  ill,  fent 
a  written  copy  of  the  former  refolutions,  with  an  account  of 
two  new  fubfcribers  of  one  guinea,  one  of  which  engages  to 
continue  it  annually  *,  and  alfo  information  from  Brother 
Carey ,  who  was  likewife  prevented  from  attending,  that  a 
gentleman  from  Northumberland  had  promifed  to  lend  him 
twenty  pounds  for  the  fociety,  and  had  engaged  further  to 
fubfcribe  four  guineas  annually. 

Brother  Pearce  of  Birmingham  gave  us  information  that 
having  mentioned  the  bufmefs  to  his  friends,  at  his  return 
from  the  firft  meeting,  and  preached  upon  the  fubjedl,  they 
were  fo  fuitably  affedled  with  the  importance  of  the  affair, 
as  immediately,  without  any  perfonal  application  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  to  offer  their  generous  contributions,  which  they 
fent  by  Mr.  Pearce  to  the  amount  of feventy  pounds,  which 
he  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treafurer. 

Our  good  friends  of  Birmingham  alfo  adopted  a  moll 
agreeable  plan,  of  forming  a  dillindt  fociety  in  aid  of  the 
miffion,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  both  occafional  contri¬ 
butions,  and  annual,  quarterly,  or  weekly  fubfcriptions,  and 
to  co-operate  by  every  other  means  in  their  power  with  the 
primary  fociety,  in  purfuing  the  grand  objedl  we  have  con¬ 
jointly  in  view. 
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At  this  meeting  at  Northampton ,  two  other  friends  fub- 
fcribed  and  paid  two  guineas  a-piece,  two  more  one  guinea 
each,  and  another  half  a  guinea,  making  fix  guineas  and  a 
half  in  all. — And  fuch  members  as  were  prefent  of  the  firfl 
fubfcribers  paid  their  fubfcriptions  into  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  *,  who  propofed  to  put  the  fum  now  received  into 
the  hands  of  a  banker  who  will  pay  intereft  for  the  fame. 

The  following  refolves  were  paffed  : 

1.  Refolved,  That  the  mod  hearty  thanks  of  the  primary 
fociety  are  due  to  the  congregation  in  Cannon-ftreet,  Bir¬ 
mingham ,  for  their  generous  exertions  in  fo  good  a  caufe. 

2.  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  flep  taken  by  our 
friends  in  Birmingham ,  in  forming  an  affiftant  fociety,  to  act 
in  conjunction  and  union  with  the  fociety  begun  by  the 
Northampton  and  Lcicejlerjhire  affociation. 

3.  That  if  this  plan  (hall  meet  with  the  general  or  increaf- 
ing  approbation  of  the  Baptift  churches,  we  fhall  rejoice  to 
find  a  number  of  correfponding  united  focieties  formed  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

4.  That  Brother  Pearce  of  Birmingham ,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  primary  fociety,  and  is  the  delegate  from  the  corre¬ 
fponding  fociety  at  Birmingham ,  be  coniidered  as  a  member 
of  the  committee. 

5.  That  in  order  to  promote  the  extenfion  of  this  fociety,  it 
appears  proper  to  print  a  brief  narrative  of  its  rife,  and  plan, 
accompanied  with  fome  fhort  addrefs,  and  fuch  further 
additions  as  fhall  be  determined  upon  by  a  meeting  of  the 
committee  at  Northampton,  Nov.  13,  1792. 

Third  Meeting  of  the  Primary  Society,  at  Northampton , 

November  13,  1792. 

After  fpending  time  in  prayer,  confultation,  and  reviling 
the  preceding  narrative,  See.  it  was  farther  refolved, 

1.  That  every  correfponding  fociety,  that  fhall  be  formed 
in  different  diflriCls,  be  invited  to  fend  either  two  delegates, 
to  any  meeting  of  the  primary  fociety,  or  one  delegate  who 
fhall  have  two  votes. 

2.  That  all  perfons  who  may  be  difpofed  to  favour  the 
defign  of  the  fociety  be  invited  to  fend  their  contributions  to 
the  Rev.  R.  Hogg ,  of  Thrapjlon ,  treafurer ;  the  Rev.  A.  Fuller , 
of  Kettering ,  fecretary  ;  or  the  Rev.  S.  Pearce  fecretary  to 
the  correfponding  fociety  at  Birmingham . 

3.  That  the  fociety  would  be  truly  obliged  to  any  of  the 
friends  of  this  defign  for  any  hints  of  information  or  advice, 
forwarded  to  the  treafurer  or  fecretaries  aforefaid. 

j  \  • 


N.  B. 


ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  MISSIONS 


jv’i  TKCl  foIlowing  nicies  we  to  be  examined  and 
diicuned  m  the  moft  diligent  and  impartial  manner  : _ 

What  qualifications  are  efpecially  requifite  in  miffionaries  ? 
What  perfons  are  known,  or  fuppofed  to  be,  both  fuitable 
and  willing  to  be  employed  in  this  bufinefs  ?  What  advice 
fhould  be  given  the  miffionaries,  or  what  regulations  adopted 
concerning  them  ? — Alfo,  In  what  parts  of  the  heathen  world 
do  there  leem  to  be  the  molt  promifing  openings  ?  What 
information  on  this  head  may  be  obtained  from  any  late 
books  of  travels,  or  from  Chriftian  merchants,  or  from  fuch 

perfons  as  would  at  lead:  favour  the  defign  of  converting  the 
Heathen  ?  b 

4*  it  is  advifable  to  appoint  an  agent  in  London  to 
receive  fublcriptions. 

_  The  next^  meeting  of  the  committee  ffiall  be  at  the 
>  mi  fie  is  meeting  at  Arnjhy ,  in  Eafter-week,  unlefs  any  in¬ 
teresting  circumfbances  render  it  expedient  for  the  treafurer 
or  fecretanes  to  call  one  fooner. 

The  names  of  all  the  fubferibers  wull  be  printed  at  a  future 
period,  if  judged  beft. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  THE  PAPERS 

OF  THE 

MORAVIAN  BRETHREN. 


■Account  cf  Brother  Samuel  WatfonV  viftt  to  the  ifland  of 
Montferrat,  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

N W EMBER  yh,  1790,  I  went  from  Gracehlll,  In  Antigua, 
to  St.  John  s,  and  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon  fet  fail  for 
Montferrat ,  praying  unto  our  Saviour,  to  affifit  me  with  his  gra¬ 
cious  prefence  in  fulfilling  my  commiffion.  After  a  fafe  palfao-e 
of  twelve  hours  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  Plymouth  in  Montferrat , 
and  m  the  morning  I  went  on  fhore.  In  the  firft  converfation  I 
had  with  Dr.  Y.  I  gave  him,  upon  his  requefl,  a  defeription  of 
our  doctrine  and  conftitution,  and  of  our  method  of  preaching  the 
gofpel  to  the  Negroes.  My  anfwer  to  his  queftion,  Whether  we  faw 
any  fruits  of  our  labours  ?  was  confirmed  by  a  gentleman  who  juft 
happened  to  be  prefent,  and  who  has  two  eilates  in  Antigua.  * 
rl'his  raifed  his  attention,  and  he  immediately  exprefled  his 
earned  define,  that  if  any  miffionary  could  be  fpared  from  Antigua, 
he  might  come  to  Montferrat ,  and  begin  a  million  upon  the  fame 
footing  .  1  or,  added  he,  our  Negroes  hand  in  need  of  a  thorough 

reform- 
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reformation.  From  this  day  forward,  during  my  whole  day  at 
Montferrat ,  I  lodged  at  his  houfe.  He  had  frequent  vifits  from 
refpedlable  men,  with  many  of  whom  I  likewife  became  acquainted. 
During  my  Hay  he  declined  the  invitations  of  feveral  gentlemen, 
and  invited  them  to  his  houfe,  being  defirous,  as  he  expreffed  it, 
that  others  might  have  opportunity  of  profiting  by  edifying  con- 
verfation.  Several  gentlemen  urged  me  very  preffingly  to  leave 
Antigua ,  where  I  had  lived  fo  long,  and  to  fettle  as  a  miflionary 
in  Montferrat. 

I  was  once  invited  in  company  with  Dr.  Y.  and  another  gentle¬ 
man,  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  B.  I  found  him  a  very  fenfible  man,  a 
lover  of  the  truth,  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  every  good  caufe. 

He  bellows  great  pains  upon  his  Negroes,  and  wifhes  to  render 
their  llavery  as  comfortable  as  poffible.  This  gentleman  likewife 
offered  me  his  affiftance  if  we  would  begin  a  million  here.  He 
promifed  to  give  us  land  on  his  eftate,  and  to  provide  us  board  and 
lodging  in  the  houfe  of  his  fteward,  till  we  were  able  to  build  a 
houfe  for  our  own  ufe  ;  adding,  that  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the 
friendly  difpofition  of  many  gentlemen  on  the  illand  towards  our 
millions.  But  what  caufed  me  the  greateft.pleafure  was  this,  that 
in  walking  the  ftreets,  I  was  defired  by  the  Negroes  to  preach  to 
them  ;  adding,  that  they  had  nobody  to  inffrufr  them,  iince  the 
Romilh  prieils,  who  had  baptized  many  of  them,  had  been  abfent 
above  three  years.  I  faid  I  was  willing  to  ferve  them,  if  there 
were  only  Negroes  who  wifhed  to  hear  and  to  receive  the  gofpel. 
Upon  this  they  fhewed  me  into  the  houfe  of  a  Negro,  in  which  I 
fpoke  of  the  love  of  our  Saviour  to  poor  finners.  'The  Negroes 
now  begged  earneftly  for  a  meeting  on  the  following  evening,  Nov. 
loth.  I  therefore  chofe  a  place  for  it  in  the  open  air,  under  a  large 
tamarind  tree,  and  here  I  fpoke  with  a  warm  heart  to  a  multitude 
of  Negroes,  white  people,  and  Mulattoes,  concerning  the  grace 
and  freedom  from  fin,  procured  for  us  by  the  blood  and  death  of 
Jefus  on  the  crofs,  for  which  everlafting  thanks  and  praifes  are  due 
to  him,  both  in  heaven  and  upon  earth.-  At  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  nth  and  12th,  I  preached  again,  according  to  the 
requeft  of  the  Negroes.  On  Sunday  the  iqtli  I  could  not  fatisfy 
their  wilh,  becaufe  it  rained  all  day  long,  and  my  preaching-place 
was  too  wet.  Once  a  Negro  woman,  of  whom  I  wanted  to  buy 
fome  oranges  in  the  llreet,  gave  me  the  bell  Hie  had,  but  refufed  to 
accept  any  money  for  them,  faying, <c  I  think  myfelf  well  paid  with 
t(  what  I  heard  yellerday  at  the  meeting.  God  ilrengthen  you,  that 

you  may  be  able  to  preach  again  to  us  this  evening.”  I  confefs 
that  in  general  I  was  well  pleafed  with  the  Negroes  in  Montferrat ; 
and  if  they  had  only  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  golpel,  and  were 
fo  happy  as  to  be  fapplied  with  proper  teachers,  I  think  our 
Saviour  would  receive  many  an  one  as  the  reward  of  his  bufferings 
from  among  them. 

About  9000  Negroes  are  faid  to  be  in  Montferrat ,  a  fmall  num-  * 
her  in  comparifon  with  that  in  Antigua ,  which  is  faid  to  be  30,000. 

The 
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The  ifland  is  not  fo  large*  and  has  higher  mountains  than  Antigua, 
There  are  many  Roman  Catholics,  even  among  the  white  people : 
but  thofe  with  whom  I  became  acquainted,  did  not  fe.ern  to  poffefs 
any  enmity  againfl  the  other  denominations. 

I  took  leave  of  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  Y.  with  many  thanks  for 
all  the  kindnefs  I  had  enjoyed  in  his  houfe,  and  wiihed  him  God’s 
blefling  in  return. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November,  at  ten  in  the  evening,  I  left  Mont- 
ferrat,  and  after  a  paffage  of  twenty-nine  hours  arrived  in  Antigua, 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  18th.  After  a  fhort  Hay 
with  the  Brethren  in  St.  John’s,  1  hailened  to  my  dear  Gracehili, 
where  I  arrived  at  noon. 

Samuel  Watson. 

We  are  very  forry  to  add,  that  this  worthy  fervant  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  is  no  more  amongft  us.  He  entered  into  the  joy  of 
his  Lord,  July  nth,  1792.  The  lols  buffered  through  his  de- 
ceafe  is  very  great. 

He  had  ferved  the  million  in  Antigua  about  twenty  years,  and 
during  this  period  buffered  much  from  illnefs  aud  a  tender  confuta¬ 
tion.  The  Lord  was  pleafed  to  call  him  to  everlafting  reft  in  the 
47  th  year  of  his  age. 


‘T'he  latef  accounts  received  from  fever  al  Moravian  Miffions. 

1.  J^ETTERS  from  Tranquebar ,  dated  in  January  1792,  inform 

us,  that  the  three  Brethren  who  failed  from  Copenhagen  for 
that  place,  on  the  5th  of  September  1790,  arrived  there,  after  a 
voyage  of  feventeen  months,  fafe  and  well,  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
our  Brethren,  who  had  buffered  much  anxiety  on  account  of  their 
long  ftay.  The  fettlement  has  not  been  difturbed  by  the  war  with 
Tippoo  Saib  fince  February  1791,  for  which  the  Brethren  are  truly 
thankful  to  our  Saviour.  They  live  in  harmony  and  peace,  his 
prefence  comforting  their  hearts. 

2.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Nazareth  in  Pennfylvania,  Sec.  containing 
an  account  of  the  vift  paid  to  the  Brethren  there  by  fo/ne  Indian 
Chiefs  and  Warriors  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia. 

March  8,  1792,  above  fifty  Indian  chiefs  and  warriors,  from  the 
Six  Nations,  arrived  at  Nazareth  with  their  minifter,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kirkland,  their  conductor,  interpreter,  and  a  few  other  white 
people.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  being  invited 
thither  by  the  Prefident  and  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  The 
Brethren  bid  them  welcome,  and  deftred  them  to  confider  tliem- 
felves  as  being  at  home  with  fome  of  their  beft  friends. 

As  no  Indians  have  been  here  for  many  years,  their  perfons, 
drefs,  lingular  ornaments,  language,  and  behaviour,  attracted  the 
attention  of  all  the  inhabitants.  Some  of  them  were  fancifully 
equipped.  It  being  cold  and  fnowy  weather,  they  wore,  in  ad- 
*  ditlon 
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tJItion  to  their  ufual  clothing,  loofe  blankets  thrown  over  then* 
fhoulders.  A  few  of  the  chiefs  had  fine  cloth  coats  with  red  hoods 
to  draw  over  their  heads ;  but  moll  of  them  wore  caps  of  (kins. 
They  feem  proud  of  wearing  ornaments  of  filver  in  their  ears  and 
noftrils,  and  lay  a  powder  of  a  deep  vermillion  colour  very  plenti¬ 
fully  over  their  crowns,  ears,  and  temples,  having  well  rubbed  thole 
parts  with  bear’s  or  deer’s  greafe  to  prevent  its  falling  off.  Their 
heads  were  adorned  with  feathers,  and  their  faces  painted  with  a 
variety  of  colours,  by  which  they  acquired  a  very  lingular  appear¬ 
ance.  When  they  came  to  our  inn,  their  firft  care  was  to  warm 
their  apartments,  to  dry  their  blankets,  and  after  iupper  they  lay 

down  quietly  on  the  floor  to  fleep. 

They  had  with  them  the  ufual  accoutrements  of  Indian  war¬ 
riors ;  viz.  bowrs  and  arrows,  tomahawks,  and  fcalping-knives, 
but  few  guns.  Their  tomahawks  or  hatchets  ferve  alfo  occafiou- 
aliy  for  tobacco  pipes,  being  ingenioufiy  bored  and  fitted  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  for  every  day  they  travel,  they  make  a  cut  round 
the  handle.  They  fpoke  different  dialers  or  languages,  being  the 
leading  men  of  federal  diffindl  tribes  or  nations.  After  taking  a 
hearty  breakfaft  of  boiled  beef  and  potatoes,  during  which  (a* 
well  as  at  other  times)  they  condufted  themfelves  with  the  greateff 
regularity  and  decency,  their  minifler,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland , 
gave  out  an  hymn  of  praife  to  God  in  the  Indian  language,  which 
they  fung  in  a  melodious  manner,  and  with  great  devotion.. 
Brother  Reichel,  minifler  of  the  congregation  at  Nazareth,  having 
invited  them  to  come  to  fee  the  church,  they  marched  thither  m 
Indian  file,  one  after  the  other.  Firft  they  were  condu&ed  into  a 
fpacious  room  adjoining  the  chapel,  and  each  of  them  prefented 
with  a  pipe,  an  handful  of  tobacco,  fome  apples,  and  a  piece  of 
gingerbread,  all  which  pleafed  them  much.  Their  attention  was 
particularly  drawn  to  fome  paintings  of  our  Lord  s  fuffermgs 
hanging  round  the  room,  which  their  mterpretei  explained  to 
them.  After  they  had  taken  fome  refrefhment,  they  entered  the 
chapel.  Being  feated,  the  chorus  played  and  fung,  “  Glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on  earth,  good  will  towards  men  G 
and  other  pieces  of  facred  mufic,  to  which  the  Indians  nltemd. 
with  apparent  fatisfaTion.  Then  the  congregation  prefent  (ung 
fome  verfes  of  praife  and  thanklgiving  in  Lnglifh,  which  fome  of 
the  Indians  underftood.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  a  iele6l  company  of 
them  rofe,  and  joined  their  minifler  in  finging  hymns  in  tlm  fame 
llrain  in  the  Indian  language,  among  which  was  that  beautiful 
hymn  of  Dr.  Doddridge ,  “  Jefus  !  I  love  thy  charming  name,  & c." 

I  cannot  exprefs  how  delighted  we  were  to  behold  an  aiiembK 
of  fuch  different  people,  many  of  whofe  forefathers  falfely  main¬ 
tained,  that  they  were  not  defeended  from  one  iirff  parent^  now 
cordially  united  to  praife  their  common  God  ajid  Saviour,  it  1 
minded  me  of  that  approaching  ble/fed  period,  when  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue,  and  people,  (hall,  with  one  accord,  praife  the 
Lamb  that  was  (lain,  for  ever  and  ever. 

i  he 
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Tlie  finging  being  concluded,  an  elderly  chief,  named  Peter . 
who  is  much  refpetbed  among  his  countrymen,  rofe  up,  and  ad- 
dreiled  himfelf  m  a  folemn  manner  to  the  leading-  men  of  this- 
town,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof.  He  firft  thanked  that 
great  bpint  who  made  and  preferved  all  things,  for  havino-  thus, 
Hr  brought  them  on  their  journey  in  peace.  He  then  returned 
thanks  m  the  name  of  his  people,  for  the  kind  reception  they  had 
met  with  here,  faying,  “  That  they  had  not  only  been  treated 
well,  but  as  friends  and  brothers,  and  that  they  fhould  not  Wet 
it.  He  declared,  that  it  was  a  great  pleafure  to  them  to  fee 

°Um1Sa?nfS  and  re%,ous  vvorihip,  adding,  that  he  believed  we 
pollened  the  pure  oracles  of  divine  truth  concerning  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  Jefus  Chnft  in  the  world.  He  then  defired  us  to  pray 
tor  them.  to  the  great  Spirit,  who,  as  he  believed,  delighted 
to  dweil  m  our  town,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  them 
a  fafe  journey.  In  the  courfe  of  his  long  oration  (which  war. 
interpreted  to  us  by  Mr.  Kirkland)  he  often  uttered  the  name  of 
Jelus  laymg  at  the  fame  time  his  hand  upon  his  bread.  Bro¬ 
ther  Rachel  then  addrelTed  him  in  return,  and  told  him,  that  we 
were  all  very  glad  to  fee  them,  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
mewing  them  all  the  fnendfliip  in  our  power  ;  that  it  was  a  par¬ 
ticular  pleafure  to  us  to  find,  that  fo  many  of  them  had  embraced 
the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  and  that  we  hoped  they 
would  abide  in  it.  He  then  wilhed  them  peace  and  a  good  jour- 

7v  r7,  r- W’  that  °Ur  Prayers  would  certainly  attend  them,  8cc. 
Mr.  Kirkland  repeated  thefe  words  in  the  Indian  language,  and 

{  der  made  a  fhort  ^ply,  to  which  all  the  Indians  fignified  their 
hearty  affent  by  feveral  guttural  founds  in  their  language. 

I  his  chief  Peter  is.  of  the  Oneida  tribe,  and  in  high  efteem 
among  all  the  Six  Nations.  He  is  renowned  for  his  wifdom,  mo¬ 
deration,  and  retentive  memory,  and  is  a  conftant  advocate  for 
peace.  He  is  faid  to  be  76  years  of  age,  though  he  appears  to 

nY^T^  and  health7*  .  On  account  of  his  piety,  he  is  always 
ca  kd  Good  Peter.  There  is  a  certain  dignity  in  his  manner  of 
delivery  which  is  very  ltriking.  He  addreffed  us  by  the  ufual 
friendly  appellation  of  Brothers.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  after¬ 
wards  a  lured  Brother  Reichel,  he  was  perfuaded  that  Peter  and 
many  other  of  his  chriftian  followers  truly  believed  in  Jefus,  and 
would  rather  fuffer  death  than  deny  the  gofpel.  After  the 
ipeeches,  leveral  other  anthems  were  performed,  which  evidently 
pleated  the  Indians  much.  They  then  got  up  to  view  the  different 
muiical  mliruments,  and  after  fatisfying  their  curiofity,  returned 
quietly  and  gravely  to  their  feats.  During  this  time,  the  vene¬ 
rable  chief  Peter  rofe,  and  with  the  utmoit  affability  and  good 
lumoiir,  {hook  hands  with  all.  the  children,  both  boys  and  girls. 

.  w\ot  .  r  J-ndians  followed  his  example,  and  good  humour  was 
vdib.e  111  every  countenance  ;  they  were  particularly  pleafed  to 
lee  boys  from  fo  many  different  Hates  in  the  academy.  This 
mark  of  true  civility  in  the  Indians  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
2  'all 
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all  of  «s,  and  upon  the  whole,  the  reciprocal  friendfhip  (hewn  on 
this  occafion,  without  any  preconcerted  formality,  left  a  pleafing 
imprefGon  on  old  and  young,  that  will  not  be  eafily  erafed. 

The  Indians  were  then  led  to  fee  the  whole  town.  As  they 
palled  the  fingle  Brethren’s  houfe,  an  hymn-tune  was  played  upon 
the  trumpets,  and  the  fingle  fillers  received  them  in  their  meeting- 
hall,  finging  hymns,  and  playing  upon  the  harpfichord  to  their 
great  fatisfadlion.  After  their  return  to  the  inn,  they  prepared 
to  fet  off  for  Bethlehem ,  which  they  intended  to  reach  that  night. 
About  one  o’clock  they  left  us  in  Hedges,  feemingly  much  pleafed 
with  every  thing  they  had  feen  and  heard.  They  came  from  a 
great  dillance,  fome  having  travelled  41  days  before  they  reached 
this  place.  The  oldell  Brethren  here  fay,  that  they  never  re¬ 
member  to  have  feen  fo  fplendid  and  refpedlable  an  embaffy  of 
Indians.  We  cannot  but  add,  that  in  their  religious  deportment, 
in  the  refpedt  they  pay  to  the  aged,  and  in  the  general  temperance 
and  good  order  prevailing  among  them,  they  are  an  example  t# 
the  white  people  who  call  themfelves  Chriftians.  This  company 
confided  of  50  Indians,  viz.  29  Seneca,  6  Onondago,  3  Tufca- 
rora,  2  Cajuga,  8  Oneida,  and  2  Mahikander :  they  arrived  at 
Bethlehem  on  the  10th,  and  made  a  llay  of  two  days. — During 
this  time,  they  had  a  meeting  with  the  Brethren’s  Society  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen,  at  which  the  old 
covenant  made  between  the  Brethren  and  the  Six  Nations  wa 
renewed  and  confirmed.  On  the  12th,  in  the  afternoon,  they 
attended  a  fermon,  delivered  by  Brother  Ettwein  on  thefe  words : 
There  is  no  difference,  for  all  have  fumed,  and  come  jhort  of  the  glory 
of  God ;  being  ji fifed  freely  by  his  grace ,  through  the  redemption 
which  is  in  Chrfl  jfefts ,  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitia¬ 
tion  through  faith  in  his  blood.  Rom.  iii.  23,  24,  25. — The  Rev. 
Mr.  Kirkland ,  the  miffionary,  having  repeated  the  contents  of 
the  difeourfe,  in  the  Indian  language,  the  above-mentioned 
Oneida  chief,  Peter ,  rofe,  and  confirmed  thefe  words,  that  all 
men  were  finners,  and  could  not  be  faved  but  by  faith  in  Jefu 
Chrift,  as  exactly  confillent  with  his  own  experience,  when  he 
received  the  gofpel  40  years  ago.  His  difeourfe  feemed  to  make 
much  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers.  The  Indians  having 
vifited  the  fchools,  begged  their  miffionary,  that  a  fchool  might 
alfo  be  eftablifhed  in  their  country  for  their  children, adding,  that 
this  would  be  the  moll  effeclual  means  of  fubduing  the  natural 
fiercenefs  of  the  Indians,  and  inllilling  mild  and  humane  difpofi- 
tions  into  the  minds  of  the  riling  generation.  They  feemed 
much  fatisfied  with  their  reception,  and  fet  out  on  the  13th  for 
Philadelphia. 

3.  From  the  three  Daniff  IV ef- India  Ifands ,  St.  Thomas ,  S. 
Croix ,  and  St.  fan,  we  have  received  lately  more  pleafing  account 
than  for  fome  time  pall.  The  drought  has  ceafed,  and  the  Hate  of 
the  poor  Negroes  is  rendered  more  bearable.  They  can  again  come  to 
hear  the  word  of  God,  which  continues  to  Ihew  its  divine  power,  in 
calling  finnera  t<?  the  knowledge  of  a  graciays  and  almighty  Saviour, 

who 
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who  is  able  to  change  their  hearts,  and  to  deliverthem  fromthepower 
of  fin.  In  the  year  1791,  222  adults  have  been  baptized.  The 
number  of  believing  Negroes,  in  the  care  of  the  Brethren’s 
mifiionaries,  in  all  three  ifiands,  is  about  8000.  The  mifiionaries 
are  filled  with  renewed  hope  and  confidence*  that  by  the  power¬ 
ful  help  and  bleffing  of  our  Saviour,  Hill  many  thousands  of  thefe 
poor  people  will  be  gained,  as  the  reward  of  the  travail  of  his  foul. 

4.  The  three  Brethren,  going  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  to  re¬ 
new  the  million  among  the  Hottentots ,  failed  from  Amjterdam  on 
the  25th  of  June,  on  board  the  Duifge ,  Capt.  Ohlhoff.  They  were 
driven  into  the  Downs  by  blowing  weather,  and  proceeded  thence 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  July,  all  well. 

5.  The  laft  letters  from  Surinam ,  in  South  America ,  were  dated 
April  27th,  1792.  They  inform  us  of  the  health  of  all  the  mifii- 
onaries  in  all  places.  In  Paramaribo,  fifteen  Negroes  have  been 
baptized  in  1791*  The  free  Negroes  in  the  high  lands  were  vifited 
by  the  Brethren  lVie%  and  Randt ,  from  Bambey ,  in  December 
1791,  and  March  1792.  They  both  perceived,  with  joy,  that 
the  gofpel  was  more  welcome  than  formerly.  Twenty  baptized 
free  Negroes  lived  with  the  mifiionaries  in  Bambey ,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1791.  At  Hoop,  on  the  river  Corentyn,  in  the  Indian 
country,  a  new  awakening  appears  among  the  native  Indians  ;  108 
of  the  baptized  have  left  their  roving  life,  and  live  with  the  mif¬ 
iionaries — and  77  are  yet  fcattered  in  different  places. 

6.  The  laft  letters  from  St.  Kitt’ s  are  dated  on  the  24th  and  28th 
of  July.  The  new  chapel  at  Bajfeterre  is,  at  all  opportunities, 
filled  with  attentive  hearers,  and  the  mifiionaries  preach  the  gofpel 
at  four  different  places  in  the  country,  with  an  abiding  blefiing. 
The  Negroes  belonging  to  their  congregation  come  from  thirty- 
nine  plantations. — Of  thefe  624  are  baptized,  or  candidates  for 
baptifm ;  and  about  300  new  people  have  delired  to  have  their 
names  written  down,  wifhing  to  be  remembered  by  the  mifiionaries. 
The  grace  and  blefiing  of  God  attends  the  courfe  of  that  million, 
and  pt^e  and  love  prevail  among  his  fervants. 

7.  'fftie  million  in  Antigua  continues  to  be  blefled  by  the  Lord 
with  a  conftant  increafe  in  number,  and  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  which  becomes 
evident  in  the  walk  and  converfation  of  the  believing  Negroes. 
From  Eafter  1 791  to  Eafter  1792,  640  were  baptized  in  St.  John’s 
and  Gracehill.  A  third  fettlement  is  much  wilhed  for  by  the 
mifiionaries. 

At  prefent  there  are  135  Brethren  and  Sifters  engaged  in  the 
fervice  of  the  millions  abroad,  and  about  the  fame  number  of 
widows,  children,  and  fuperannuated  mifiionaries,  who  are  fup- 
ported  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  fynod  of  the  Brethren 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  millions,  or  by  the  Brethren’3  Society 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel  in  London. 


EX- 
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EXTRACTS 

From  the  American  Affociation  Letters,  &c.  and  from 
the  perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  Englijh  and  the 

American  Brethren. 

THE  Dover  Association  met  at  the  Diamond  meeting- 
houfe  in  Effex  county,  Virginia,  1790.  Saturday,  Odober  9, 
at  noon,  Elder  Lewis  Lunsford,  purfuant  to  appointment,  preach¬ 
ed  the  introductory  fermon,  from  Ifaiah,  i.  25,  26.  And  I  will  turn 
my  hand  upon  thee ,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drop ,  and  take  away 
all  thy  tin  :  And  I  will  repore  thy  judges  as  at  the  frfl,  and  thy 
counpllors  as  at  the  beginning:  Afterward  thou  ft:alt  be  called ,  The  city 
of  righteoufnefs ,  the  faithful  city. 

Divine  fervice  was  ftill  continued  out  on  the  flage,  and  the  mef- 
fengers  convened  in  the  meeting-houfe.  Prayer  then  being  made, 
letters  from  27  churches  were  read,  and  Elder  William  WTebber 
was  chofen  moderator,  Elder  Henry  'Toler  clerk,  and  Brother 
Samuel  Templeman,  his  affiflant. 

Elders  William  Webber,  Reuben  Ford,  Lewis  Lunsford,  John 
Courtney,  and  Theodoric  Noel,  were  appointed  a  committee  of 
infpedioa  to  arrange  the  bufinefs  before  this  aflociation.  Elder 
Hugh  French  and  Brother  Samuel  Grefham  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  receive  the  contribution  fent  to  the  affociation  fund. 

Elders  Lewis  Lunsford,  John  Courtney,  and  Thomas  Chifman, 
were  appointed  to  preach  on  the  following  day,  divine  fervice  to 
begin  at  ten  o’clock. 

On  the  Lord’s  day  both  preachers  and  hearers  appeared  to  be  in 
the  fpirit,  and  to  enjoy  a  feafon  of  love. 

Monday,  October  1 1.  Met  again,  and  after  divine  fervice 
proceeded  to  bufinefs.  The  committee  of  infpection  gave  their 
report.  The  minutes  and  circular  letter  from  the  general  commit¬ 
tee  were  received.  The  plan  of  government  for  the  affociation, 
which  had  been  partly  formed  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  was  read,  and  with  amendments  received.  And  it  was 
recommended  that  it  be  entered  in  the  front  of  the  aflociation 
book  by  the  fecretary,  Elder  Ford,  appointed  to  keep  the  fame. 

Elder  Henry  Toler,  purfuant  to  appointment,  brought  in  the 
circular  letter  to  the  churches,  which  was  read  and  approved ;  it 
confifls  of  fix  octavo  pages  on  the  fubject  of  jujlifbcation. 

Elders  Lewis  Lunsford,  William  Webber,  Reuben  Ford,,  and 
John  Courtney,  were  appointed  meffengers  to  the  next  general 
committee,  to  be  holden  the  fecond  Saturday  in  May  next,  at 
Nuckold’s  meeting-houfe  in  Goochland  county.  Elder  Lewis 
Lunsford  was  appointed  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  the 
churches  for  next  affociation,  upon  the  fubject  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace . 

B  b  Agreed 
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Agreed  that  the  next  affociation  be  holden  at  Kingfton  meet- 
ing-houfe  the  fecond  Saturday  in  next  Odtober,  and  that  Elder 
Lewis  Lunsford  preach  the  introductory  fermon,  and  in  cafe  of 
failure,  Elder  John  Shackleford. 

The  fame  Association  was  holden  at  the  Kingfton  meeting- 
houfe,  in  Matthews  county,  Virginia,  1791. 

Saturday,  October  8.  At  noon  Elder  Lewis  Lunsford,  pur- 
fuant  to  appointment,  preached  the  introductory  fermon  from 
Rev.  ix.  2.  And  he  opened  the  bottomlefs  pit ;  and  there  arofe  a 
fmohe  out  of  the  pit ,  as  the  fmoke  of  a  great  furnace  ;  and  the  fun  and 
the  air  were  darkened  by  reafon  of  the  fmoke  of  the  pit. 

The  meffengers  convened  in  the  meeting-houfe,  and  prayer 
being  made,  letters  from  27  churches  were  read. 

There  were  but  13  of  thefe  Societies  which  gave  an  account  of 
their  numbers;  12  of  them  contain  2316  members,  and  one  of 
the  13  churches  has  no  lefs  than  596  members. 

Elder  William  Webber  was  chofen  moderator,  Elder  Henry 
Toler  clerk,  and  Brother  Andrew  Broaddus,  his  afliftant. 

Elder  Lewis  Lunsford,  who  was  appointed  lall  affociation  to 
write  a  Circular  Letter  on  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  having  failed 
doing  it,  is  requefted  to  prepare  one  for  next  affociation  on  that 
fubjeCt  ;  and  to  write  the  prefent  Circular  Letter  as  he  fliall  think 
proper. 

Elders  James  Hutchifon,  William  Webber,  and  Lewis  Lunf- 
ford,  were  chofen  to  preach  on  the  following  day.— -Divine  fervice 
to  begin  at  nine  o’clock,  A.M. 

Had  a  comfortable  meeting  on  the  Lord’s  Day. 

Monday,  OCtober  10.  Met,  and  after  divine  fervice  proceeded 
to  bufmefs. 

The  Circular  Letter  by  Elder  Lunsford  was  read  and  ap- 

rs  Lewis  Lunsford,  William  Webber,  Henry  Toler,  and 
Reuben  Ford,  were  appointed  meffengers  to  the  next  General 
Committee ,  to  be  holden  at  the  Tomahawk  meeting-houfe,  Chefler- 
tield,  the  fecond  Saturday  in  May  1792. 

Agreed  that  the  next  affociation  be  at  Bruington  meeting- 
houfe,  in  King  and  Queen  county,  the  fecond  Saturday  in  October 
1 792  ;  and  that  Brother  Andrew  Broaddus  preach  the  introduc¬ 
tory  fermon,  or  in  cafe  of  failure,  Elder  John  Courtney. 

The  Circular  Letter  to  the  Churches  fays,  that  the  meeting 
was  large,  and  attended  with  great  peace  and  harmony;  and  that, 
taking  all  things  together,  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the 
Brethren  were  greatly  raifed  with  the  appearance  of  a  general  fpread 
of  the  Gofpel :  To  which  grand  event  every  thing  feems  gradually 
tending. 

The  Warren  Association  (Maffachufett’s)  held  at  the 
Bap  tiff  meeting-houfe  in  Harvard,  1792, 

Tuefday, 


proved. 

Elde 
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Tuefday,  September  11.  At  two  o’clock,  P.M.  Brother  Maxcy, 
according  to  appointment,  preached  the  introductory  fermon,  from 
Hev.  i.  1 6.  And  he  had  in  his  right  hand  /even  Jlars  :  and  out  of 
his  mouth  went  a  Jharp  two-edged  /word. 

Brother  Noah  Alden,  moderator,  and  Brother  Jofeph  Grafton, 
clerk. 

Read  the  letters. 

There  are,  including  Marffeld ,  which  was  received  this  feffion, 
forty  churches  in  this  convention,  3556  members— increafe  in 
thirty-nine  of  the  churches,  the  paid  year,  234. 

Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Brother  Pecken,  from  1  Theff.  i.  5. 

Wednefday,  Sept.  12.  Received  minutes  from  the  Philadelphia 
and  Stonnington  affiliations  ;  letters  from  the  Woodflock,  New 
TIampfhire,  and  Bowdoinham  affociation  ;  letters  and  minutes  from 
Charlefton,  Vermont,  and  Shaftfbury  affociations,  and  from  the 
Baptift  General  Committee  of  Virginia. 

Read,  and  approved,  the  circular  letter  prepared  by  Brother 
Baldwin.  I 

The  church  in  Colerain,  finding  it  more  convenient  to  meet 
with  the  Shaftfbury  affociation,  requefted  to  be  difmiffed  for  that 
purpoie  ;  voted,  to  grant  their  requefi.  The  church  in  Rchoboth, 
and  Southington,  having,  for  a  number  of  years,  negledled  fend¬ 
ing  either  letter  or  meffengers  to  the  affociation  ;  voted,  that  we 
confider  them  as  not  belonging  to  this  body.  The  find  Baptifd 
church  in  Newport,  at  their  requefd,  is  left  out  of  the  minutes. 

Entered  on  bufinefs  relative  to  the  education  fund* .  The  Vllth. 
article,  which  confines  the  education  of  all  thofe  who  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  affiflance  from  this  inlditution,  to  Rhode-Ifland  College,  was 
objedled  to  by  the  church  at  Newton.  After  a  candid  and  deli¬ 
berate  converfation  upon  the  point,  voted,  that  the  Vllth  article 
of  the  Baptift  education  fund  be  erafed.  Proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
Truftees  ;  agreeable  to  the  plan  introduced  the  laid  year,  “  So 
many  of  the  Baptift  Fellows  of  Rhode-Ifland  College,  who  are 
members  of  churches,  fhall  be  Fruftees  of  this  charity  ;  the  re¬ 
maining  number  fhall  be  elected  (by  ballot)  by  the  Warren  affo¬ 
ciation.  Of  that  defenption  were  five,  viz.  Debtor  Stillman, 
Meffrs.  ITezekiah  Smith,  \V  ilham.  Williams,  Jonathan  Maxcy,  and 
Robert  Rogers.  The  remaining  feven  were  chofen  by  the  affe¬ 
ctation,  and  arenas  follow  :  Meffrs.  Ifaac  Backus,  Jofeph  Grafton, 
Noah  Alden,  T  homas  Baldwin,  Thomas  Green,  George  Robin- 
fon,  and  Ifaiah  Parker.  Voted,  that  Dr.  Stillman,  Mr.  Backus, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Green,  and  Mr.  Grafton,  be  a  committee  to 
whom  any  perfons,  or  churches,  aggrieved,  by  being  taxed  to  other 
denominations  j,  may  apply  for  advice.  Received  and  read  a  letter, 

figned 


*  See  page  492  of  the  Regiftcr. 

f  A  while  11  nee  I  received  fome  pleafing  accounts  from  feveral  of  the 
American  Baptift  churches,  mingled  with  complaints  of  their  being  taxed  £y 
*t her  denominations,  and  immediately  forwarded  the  packet  to  Dr,  Price,  con- 

8  b  7,  jeefturing'. 
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figned  by  feven  refpedtable  minifters  belonging  to  the  Shaft /bury 
and  Vermont  affociations,  containing  “  A  propofal  for  a  General 
Committee ,  to  be  compofed  of  delegates  fent  from  each  Baptift 
affociation  in  New-England  ;  and  if  this  affociation  fhould  ap¬ 
prove  the  propofition,  they  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  for 
their  firft  meeting.  It  is  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  comtnittee  would 
fave  much  riding  and  expenfe  to  all  the  affociations  ;  for  it  would 
fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  fending  meffengers  from  one  affociation 
to  another ;  and  would  be  a  place  of  general  information  and  com¬ 
munication.- ’’  Efpecially,  it  would  be  a  great  mean  of  collecting 
materials  for  the  Baptijl  Atinual  Regijter ,  publifhing  by  Brother 
Rippon.  From  thefe  confederations,  and  others  that  might  be 
mentioned,  which  we  view  as  tending  greatly  to  promote  religious 
knowledge  ;  voted,  that  this  affociation  approve  the  propofal  for  a 
General  Committee  ;  and  that  the  town  of  Adams,  in  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  be  the  place,  and  the  lafl  Wednefday  in  June  1793,  the 
time,  of  their  firil  meeting.  Alio  voted,  That  our  Brethren  Ifaac 
Backus  and  Jofeph  Grafton  be  our  delegates  to  the  General 
Committee.  Appointed  meffengers  to  the  correfponding  affo¬ 
ciations— -fupplies  for  deftitute  churches — and  Brother  Maxcy  to 
write  the  Circular  Letter  for  next  year.  Voted  to  hold  our  next 
affociation  at  Attleborough,  the  Tuefday  after  the  find  Wednefday 
in  September  1793,  Brother  Green  to  preach;  and  if  he  fails. 
Brother  Baldwin.  Concluded  by  prayer.  Sermon  in  the  afternoon 
by  Brother  Robinfon ;  and  one  in  the  evening  by  Brother 
Roots. 


jedhtring,  that  his  opinion,  if  obtained,  would  he  more  likely  to  influence  the 
conduct  of  the  Transatlantic  perfecutors  than  any  thing  that  could  be  faid  by 
any  other  man  in  Great  Britain. — Having-  read  the  letters,  he  returned  the 
following  anfwer : 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  papers  and  letters . .  .There  are  fome  parts  of 
them  with  which  1  am  much  pleafed ;  but  what  is  intimated  in  them,  con¬ 
cerning  an  attempt  to  oblige  the  Baptitts  to  contribute  towards  fupporting 
a  religious  worfhip,  from  which  they  dillent,  gives  me  much  concern,  no¬ 
thing  CAN  BE  MORE  IKCONSISTENT  WJTH  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY,  and  it  IS 
all'o  contrary  to  the  declaration  of  rights  •which  forms  the  foundation  of  the  Maffa- 
chufett's  confitution.  I  fliall  be  in  London  on  Tuefday,  and  fliall  call  at  Mr. 
Dilly’s  about  two  o’clock,  and  lhould  you  happen  to  be  there  1  fliall  be  glad 
to  meet  you.  With  all  good  wilhes  I  am,  your’s,  Richard  Price.” 

In  virtue  of  this  billet  one  of  our  Senior  Minifters  and  I  fpent  an  hour  with 
the  Dodtor,  in  Mr.  Dilly’s  dining-room.  He  quite  entered  into  the  fubjedt 
on  which  we  met,  and  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  “  That  for  one  deno¬ 
mination  of  ChrilKans  to  tax  another,  without  their  confent,  to  fupport  a 
religion  of  which  they  did  not  approve,  was  a  fpecies  of  the  molt  horrid 
tyranny,  as  much  reiiedting  on  the  wifdom  as  on  the  goodnefs  ol  its 
abettors.” 

That  this  mode  of  oppreffion,  peculiarly  iniquitous  and  deteftablc,  lhould 
be  even  fo  much  as  heard  of  at  this  time  of  day,  and  efpecially  in  America, 

almoft  incredible,  and  muft  be  for  a  lamentation  to  every  dfmterefed perl'on. 

Editor. 
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The  Danbury  Association  (Connecticut)  held  in  New- 
Hartford,  1792. 

September  19th.  Elder  Seth  Higby  delivered  the  introduc¬ 
tory  fermon  from  John,  iii.  3.  Jefus  anfwered  and  j aid  unto  him , 
Verily,  verily,  I  Jay  unto  thee ,  except  a  man  he  horn  again  he  cannot 
fee  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Elder  Adam  Hamilton,  moderator;  Deacon  Samuel  Heart, 

clerk.  _  . 

Letters  from  the  churches  in  our  connection  and  correfponding 

aflociations  were  read,  which  afforded  us  matter  of  agreeable  in¬ 
telligence.  .... 

The  fecond  church  in  Wallingford  was  cordially  received  into 

our  fellowfhip  the  prefent  year. 

Appointed  Brethren  to  write  to  the  Shaftfbury,  Stonington, 
New-York,  and  Philadelphia  affociations. 

Public  worfliip  this  evening  in  various  parts  of  the  vicinity. 

Sept.  20th.  Sermon  by  Elder  Samuel  Waldo  from  John, 
xiv.  6.  I  am  the  way. 

Letters  to  the  correfponding  affociations  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved.  ...  . 

Appointed  meffengers  to  the  affociations  in  our  connection. 

The  Circular  Letter  written  by  Elder  Calvin  Hulbert,  on  the 
offers  and  invitations  of  the  Gofpel ,  was  read,  approved,  and  voted 
to  be  printed  with  our  minutes. 

Queltions  prefented  by  different  churches  were  difeuffed  and 
anfwered  ;  and  fupplies  for  deflitute  churches  appointed. 

Our  next  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Baptifl  meeting- 
houfe,  in  Southington,  on  the  third  Wednefday  in  September  next 
at  one  o  ’clock,  A.  M. 

Elder  Roots  to  preach  the  introduClory  fermon;  in  cafe  of  failure, 
Elder  Haftings. 

Elder  Hamilton  to  write  the  Circular  Letter  for  the  next  year. 

The  Philadelphia  Association,  held  at  Philadelphia,  1792* 

Tuefday,  Qdfober  2,  At  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Rogers  delivered  the  introdu&ory  fermon,  from  Philip- 
pians,  iii.  S.  Tea ,  douhtlefs ,  and  I  count  all  things  hut  lofs  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  Jefus  my  Lord. 

After  worfliip  proceeded  to  bufinefs. —  Rev.  Ifaac  Skillman  was 
chofen  moderator,  and  the  Rev.  Burgifs  Allifon  clerk. 

Letters  from  thirty-fix  churches  were  read — increafe  of  mem¬ 
bers  forty-two.  Eight  other  churches  were  enrolled,  from  which 
no  intelligence  was  received — in  all  forty-four  churches,  including 
Sideling-hill  and  Wefl  Creek ,  both  of  which  were  admitted  this 
affociation. 

Wednefday,  Oftober  3.  Two  letters  were  read  from  the 
Warwick  affociation  for  the  years  1791  and  1792,  the  former  not 
having  come  forward  laft  year ;  -which  affociation,  according  to 
their  requeft,  was  received  by  their  meffengers  Rev.  Thomas  Mon- 

B  b  3  tan  ye 
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tanye  and  Benjamin  Pelton,  as  a  corresponding  affociation.  A  let¬ 
ter  was  alfo  read  from  the  New-York  affociation,  requeuing  union 
and  correfpondence  with  us,  which  was  unanimonfly  agreed  to. 

Letters  were  received,  and  read,  from  the  affociations  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  Shaftfbury,  Warren,  and  Danbury — and  printed  minutes 
from  thofe  of  Warwick,  New-York,  Warren,  Charleflon,  Kehukee, 
Bethel,  and  Portfmouth,  Virginia. 

.  Brethren  were  appointed  to  write  to  the  corresponding  affo- 
ciations. 

The  Circular  Letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Smalley  was  appoir  ted  to  write  the  Circular  Letter  for  the 
enfuing  year. 

Thurfday,  OCtober  4.  The  committee  appointed  to  revife  the 
Circular  Letter  written  by  Brother  Jofhua  Jones,  on  the  affurance 
of  Grace,  and  Salvation ,  approved  the  fame,  and  made  their  report. 

Queries  from  Several  churches  were  anfwered.  The  churches 
of  Mount  Bethel  and  Lyons  Farms,  requefled  a  difmiffion  from 
this  affociation  to  join  that  of  New-York,  as  being  more  con¬ 
venient. 

Letters  written  to  tne  corresponding  affociations  were  read  and 
approved. 

Llaers  Patten,  Clingan,  and  Vaughan,  agree  to  travel  for  three 
months  in  the  enfuing  year,  about  Juniata  and  the  Weft  Branch  of 
Sufquehana,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  deflitute ;  and  this  affe¬ 
ctation  recommend  tnat  a  Sufficient  fum  be  fubfenbed  by  the 
churches,  and  paid  immediately  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Samuel 
Miles,  to  bear  their  expenfes. 

In  anfwer  to  a  letter  received  from  Some  deflitute  perfons  at 
Niagara,  it  is  recommended  to  fuch  of  the  miniflering  Brethren 
as  ^  power  to  pay  them  a  vifit. 

This  evening  Brother  Roots  preached  from  Heb.  ii.  3. 

Friday,  attended  to  certain  difficulties  fubfifting  in  the  Pitt’s 
Town  church. 

Appointed  Supplies  tor  the  church  of  Kmgwood. 

Dr.  Jones,  agreeably  to  a  refolve  of  lafl  year,  brought  in  aq 
abftraft  from  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  years.  The  next 
affociation  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  firfl  Tuefday  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  A.  D.  1793. 

Brother  Skillman  to  preach  the  introdudory  Sermon,  and,  in 
cafe  of  failure,  Brother  David  Jones. 

Rev.  Mr.  Montanye  preached  in  the  evening. 

Rev.  Curtis  Gilbert,  of  Roxbury ,  died  in  the  year  pall. 

The  Bowdoinham  Association  (Maffachufett’s)  held  at 
Bowdoin,  1792. 

Wednefday,  Odober  3.  At  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Ifaac 
Cafe  preached  the  introductory  Sermon,  from  Matt.  ix.  38.  Pray 

ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvef ,  that  he  will  fend  forth  labourer? 
into  his  harvef .  J  J 


Brother 
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Brother  Cafe  was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  Jofhua  Young, 
cleric  • 

Read  letters  from  the  churches.  Five  churches  were  received 
into  union  this  year,  viz.  No.  Four,  Lewiftown,  Winthrop,  Ster¬ 
ling,  and  Mifcongus  Ifland. 

Sermons  in  the  evening  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  by  Elder 
Smith  and  Brother  Cufhman. 

Thurfday,  Oftober  4.  Read,  revifed,  and  adopted,  the  circular 
letter  prepared  by  Brother  Flagg,  on  the  right  reading  the  Word  of 
God. 

Chofe  Elder  Ifaac  Cafe  to  prepare  a  letter  for  next  year. 

Agreed  on  fupplies  for  deftitute  churches. 

Voted,  that  this  affociation  be  held  in  Winthrop,  the  4th  Wed- 
nefday  in  Auguft,  at  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  1793.  Brother  Wood¬ 
ward  concluded  by  prayer. 


THE  STATES 

IN  WHICH  SOME  DENOMINATIONS  TAX  OTHERS. 

.. _ As  you  defire  to  know  how  our  /. imerican  States  do 

re fp effing  taxes  *  for  the  minifters  of  religion,  I  will  give  you  a 

diftinff  account :  . 

New  Hampjhire  fupports  minifters  by  taxes,  and  allows  the 

fame  power  to  Baptijl  minijlers  as  to  others.  The  Mafjachufetts 
continue  the  ufe  of  force  for  congregational  minijlers ,  but  this  power 
is  daily  growing  weaker,  and  I  truft  they  muft  foon  give  it  up, 
and  fo  muft  Connecticut. 

Rhode  Ifland ,  New  Jerfey ,  Pennfylvania ,  and  Delaware y  never 
did  fupport  their  minifters  by  taxes ;  and  New  Tork,  Maryland , 
Virginia ,  the  two  Carolinas,  and  Georgia ,  now  do  fo  no  longer. 
All  the  remains  of  their  epifcopal  eftablifhment  in  New  Tork, 
Maryland ,  Virginia ,  the  Carolinas ,  and  Georgia,  are  the  minifterial 
lands  which  are  yet  held  by  epifcopal  minifters  ;  but  they  ha\  e  no 
power  to  tax  any  who  do  not  choofe  them;  and  the  Baptifts  in 
Virginia  are  vigoroufly  endeavouring  to  have  thefe  lands  fold  tor 
public  ufes,  and  to  have  the  epifcopal  places  of  worfhip  free  for 
all  preachers  whom  the  people  ehufe.  The  report  “  That  our 
States  oblige  all  people  to  contribute  fome  part  of  their  property 
toward  the  fupport  of  public  worfhip,  in  fome  way  or  other,’  hatn 
no  truth  in  it  ;  only  in  New  Hampjhire,  Majfachufetts, .and  Connec¬ 
ticut,  unlefs  there  is  fometliing  of  it  in  Vermont,  which  is  now  a 
diftina  State,  and  has,  I  think,  given  up  the  praaice. 

*  Sec  page  387  of  the  Regifter. 
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THE 

COMMENCEMENT 

AT  THE 

BAPTIST  COLLEGE, 

PROVIDENCE ,  R  HO  D  E -I  S  LA  N  Dy 

1792. 


Vednefday>  September  5,  the  anniverfary  Commencement 
of  Rhode-Ifland  College  was  celebrated. 

The  proceffion,  at  half  paft  ten  o’clock,  moved  from  College- 
had,  in  tlie  ufual  order,  to  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe,  where, 
after  an  introductory  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman ,  the  follow¬ 
ing  exercifes  were  performed,  viz. 

1.  Salutatory  oration,  in  Latin,  and  an  Englilh  oration  on  the 
Erench  revolution — -by  Bildad  Barney. 

2*  An  mation  on  the  advantages  of  good  government— -by 
Paraclete  Tew.  1 

3.  A  Greek  differtation  on  the  effe&s  of  luxury — by  Richard 

Stites.  ■  1 

4.  An  oration  on  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  aftronomy — by  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Folwell. 

5.  A  difpute  on  the  juftice  and  policy  of  emancipating  the 
Haves  in  America— by  William  V.  King,  Eli  Smith,  and  Peter 
O.  Alden. 

6.  An  oration  on  the  improvement  of  the  mind — by  Ebenezer 
Withington. 

7.  An  oration  in  Jrrench  on  air-balloons — by  David  Leonard. 

8.  A  differtation  on  profecuting  the  war  with  the  Indians — by 
Elijah  Dix  Green. 

9.  An  oration  on  the  theatre — by  Thomas  Cranfton  Hazard. 

This  concluded  the  exercifes  of  the  forenoon. 

1  he  pi  oceflion  then  proceeded  to  the  Chancellor’s  houfe  j  and 
at  three  o’clock  they  returned  to  the  meeting-houfe. 

In  the  afternoon  the  following  exercifes  were  performed : 

1.  An  oration  recommending  Rhode-Ifland  College  to  the 
patronage  of  the  State— by  Jahaziah  Shaw. 

2.  An  oration  on  the  wealth  of  nations — by  Nathaniel 
Hazard. 

3*  oiation  on  the  eflabhfhment  of  focieties  in  America— 
by  George  Larned. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the 
following  young  gentlemen,  viz. 

J 


Peter 
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Peter  Oliver  Alden,  Bildad  Barney,  Thomas  Murray  Clark, 
William  Watts  Folwell,  Elijah  Dix  Green,  Thomas  Cranfton 
Hazard,  Benjamin  Hazard,  Nathaniel  Hazard,  William  Vernon 
King,  George  Lamed,  David  Leonard,  George  Jaffrey  Patten, 
Jahaziah  Shaw,  Eli  Smith,  Richard  Stites,  Paraclete  Tew,  and 
Ebenezer  Withington. 

Mr.  Philander  Shaw,  A.  B.  of  Harvard,  was  admitted  ad 
eundem. 

And  the  degree  of  Mailer  in  the  Arts  was  conferred  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen,  Alumni  of  this  college,  viz. 

Rev.  Micaiah  Porter,  Dr.  Philip  Paddleford,  James  Eenner, 
Efq.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Brown  Howell,  Mr.  John  Clark  Nightingale, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Power,  jun.  Mr.  Paul  Draper,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Richmond. 

Rev.  John  Crane,  A.  B.  of  Harvard,  was  admitted  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Mailer  in  the  Arts. 

Mr.  Leonard  White,  A.  M.  of  Harvard,  was  admitted  ad 
eundem. 

James  Brown,  Efq.  A.  M.  of  Harvard,  was  admitted  ad 
eundem. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  the 
following  gentlemen,  viz.  Mr.  John  Francis,  Rev.  Jo(hua  Crolby, 
of  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Hamplhire,  Malfachufetts — Rev. 
Thomas  Dunfcombe,  of  Coate,  Oxfordfhire,  in  England — Rev. 
John  Fawcett  of  Hebdenbridge,  Yorklhire,  in  England — Rev. 
Benjamin  Francis,  of  Horlley,  Gloucellerlhire,  in  England — Rev. 
Richard  Furman  of  Charlellon,  South-Carolina. 

The  degree  of  DoClor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  the  Rev. 
John  Rippon,  of  London — Rev.  John  Ryland,  jun.  of  North¬ 
ampton,  in  England,  and  Rev.  Benjamin  Foller,  of  New-York. 

The  degree  of  DoCtor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Rev. 
Perez  Fobes,  of  Raynham,  Mr.  Benjamin  Well,  of  Providence, 
and  the  Hon.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  of 
the  United  States. 

A  charge  f  was  then  given  to  the  graduates,  by  the  Hon. 
David  Howell,  Efq.  who  officiated  as  Prelident  for  the  day. 

Then  followed  the  valedictions,  and  an  oration  on  the  pleafures 
of  the  imagination — by  Thomas  Murray  Clark. 

A  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman  concluded  the  exercifes. 

The  governor’s  company  of  light-infantry,  in  a  new  and  elegant 
uniform,  commanded  by  Colonel  Whipple,  performed  the  military 
duties  of  the  day,  and  made  a  very  foldier-like  and  handfome  ap~ 
pearance. 

The  exercifes  of  the  day  were  enriched  by  an  excellent  band  of 
mufic  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  graduates. 

f  If  this  charge  had  come  to  hand  it  would  have  been  inferted  in  the 
Regifter.  Editor. 
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The  young  gentlemen  performed  their  parts  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
reflected  great  honour  on  themfelves,  as  well  as  thofe  who  have  had 
the  care  of  their  inftrudtion  ;  and  from  which  we  anticipate  their 
future  ufefulnefs. 

A  large  and  brilliant  alfembly  exhibited  in  a  Unking  manner 
the  opinion  the  citizens  entertain  of  the  importance  of  education. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  the  college  on  Thurfday, 
Sep.  the  6th,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Maxcy,  Pallor  of  the  Baptift 
church  in  Providence,  and  Profeffor  of  Divinity  in  the  college, 
was  elected  Prelident  of  the  college  pro  tempore ;  and  the  PXon. 
Benjamin  Bourn,  Efq.  was  eleiled  a  truftee  of  the  college. 

Tuefday,  Sep.  the  4th,  was  ordained  in  Providence,  the  Rev. 
Peter  Philanthropes  Roots.  'The  Rev.Dr.  Stillman  preached  on  the 
occalion  from  2  Cor.  iv.  7.  The  other  gentlemen  who  officiated, 
‘were  the  Rev.  Melfrs.  Williams  of  Wrentham;  Green  of  Cam-, 
bridge  ;  Grafton  of  Newton  ;  and  Maxcy  of  Providence, 

To  the  Rev .  John  Rippon. 

Very  Dear  Sir,  Middkborough,  Nov,  5,  1792, 

I  AM  once  more  fet  down  to  communicate  to  you  feme  ac- 
counts  of  the  mercies  of  God  to  our  linful  land. 

I  fent  you,  laft  fpring,  a  concife  hiftory  of  our  alfociation,  in¬ 
cluding  fome  account  of  the  Baptift  church  in  Wood/lock  in  Con* 
nectlcut  ;  to  which  I  may  now  add,  that  a  happy  revival  of  religion 
was  granted  among  them  laft  winter,  which  prevailed  fo  far  that 
two  new  churches  were  formed,  partly  out  of  it,  and  pallors  have 
been  ordained  in  each  of  the  three  churches ;  Mr.  Samuel  Webjler 
was  ordained  in  the  old  church,  June  20th  ;  Mr.  Daniel  Bolton , 
in  the  eaft  part  of  Afford ,  June  27th;  and  Mr.  Amos  Wells ,  in 
the  fecond  church  in  Woodjlock ,  Auguft  9,  1792.  The  number  of 
members  in  the  firft  church  you  will  have  in  our  minutes  ;  the 
numbers  of  the  others  I  have  not  obtained ;  but  I  know  each  of 
their  pallors,  and  efteem  them  all  as  found  in  the  faith,  men  who 
are  earneftly  concerned  for  the  intereft  of  vital  and  practical  re¬ 
ligion  among  mankind.  I  have  alio  to  inform  you,  that  a  power¬ 
ful  vifitation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  was  granted  in  Plainfield ,  in 
Connecticut ,  in  the  fummer  pall,  which  produced  the  hopeful  con- 
verfion  of  a  confiderable  number  of  people,  as  well  as  quickening 
and  comfort  to  many  who  knew  the  truth  before.  In  my  late 
journey  to  Norwich  I  preached  among  them  twice,  and  heard 
feveral  of  them  give  the  reafon  of  their  hope  to  good  fatisfadlion. 
Twenty-live  perfons  were  baptized  in  Plainfield  fince  laft  July,  and 
a  Baptift  church  was  conftituted  there,  October  16,  1792,  to 
whom  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cole  preacheth,  who  was  ordained  in  the 
fecond  church  in  Swanfea ,  as  an  itinerant  minifter.  All  thefe 
four  churches  are  in  the  county  of  Windham. 

I  would  alfo  obferve,  that  on  the  fea  Ihore,  between  Plymouth 
and  Bofion ,  for  forty  miles,  the  great  revival  of  religion  in  our 
Jand,  fifty  years  ago,  was  generally  eppofedby  all  their  minifters 

and 
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and  a  great  majority  of  their  people,  and  in  moil  of  the  towns 
they  are  ftill  of  the  fame  difpofition  ;  but  there  have  been  a  few 
Baptifts  in  Marjhjteld ,  for  fifty  years  paft,  who  joined  themfelves 
to  the  Baptift  churches  in  Bojlon  ;  and  about  nineteen  years  ago 
I  was  invited  to  preach  in  that  place,  as  others  of  my  Brethren 
were  foon  after  ;  and  a  Ready  meeting  for  worfhip  hath  been  kept 
tip  among  them  a  great  part  of  the  time  fince.  In  the  year 
1786  a  Baptift  meeting  was  fet  up  in  Pembroke ,  but  in  the  next 
year  they  joined  in  meeting  with  the  people  at  Marftjeld ,  and  a 
church  was  formed  there  June  11,  1788,  and  they  built  a  conve¬ 
nient  houfe  for  worfhip  in  the  year  following,  and  in  1791  a  frelh 
revival  of  religion  was  granted  among  them,  which  encouraged 
them  to  invite  Mr.  Jofeph  Butterfield  to  come  and  preach  to  them 
through  the  winter  following.  He  firft  preached  there  in  O&ober 

1791,  and  his  labours  were  fo  acceptable  that  he  was  called  to  be 
their  pallor,  and  was  folemnly  fet  apart  to  that  office,  May  16, 

1792,  by  affiftance  from  their  fifter  churches  of  Bojlon ,  Cambridge , 
Newton,  Braintree ,  Mlddleboro ugh ,  Bridgwater ,  and  Carver, 

The  eaftern  parts  of  New  England ,  in  the  diftricft  of  Maine , 
have  been  the  moft  deftitute  of  public  worfhip  of  any  part  of  this 
country,  from  its  firft  plantation;  but  in  O&ober  1781,  a  man 
near  Kenneleck  river  met  with  a  remarkable  change  (as  defcribed 
in  our  hiftory,  vol.  II.  p.  392,  394),  and  his  labours,  with  others, 
were  a  means  of  the  hopeful  converfion  of  many,  and  fome  of  them 
were  led  into  the  docftrine  of  believers  baptifm  who  had  never  feen 
a  Baptift  Minifter,  and  they  fent  fifty  miles  for  one  to  baptize 
them  :  As  I  received  an  account  of  thefe  things  in  a  letter  from 
thence,  I  read  it  to  Brother  Ifaac  Cafe ,  of  Rehoboth ,  who  had  been 
newly  called  into  the  work  of  the  miniftry ;  and,  after  fome 
months  confideration,  he  was  fo  fufty  convinced  of  his  duty  to  go 
into  thofe  parts,  that  he  was  ordained  for  that  purpofe,  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1783,  and  fet  out  direcftly,  and  was  favoured  with  a  great 
bleffing  on  his  labours,  in  Harpfwcl ,  Thomqfton ,  and  other  places  ; 
and  a  Baptift  church  was  conftituted  at  Bowdoinham ,  May  24,  and 
one  at  Thomqfton ,  May  27,  1784.  Brother  Macomber ,  who  went 
from  our  church,  was  ordained  paftor  of  the  firft  of  thefe  churches, 
Auguft  18,  1784  ;  and  Brother  Cafe  fettled  with  the  other,  which 
increafed  to  an  hundred  members  in  lefs  than  two  years.  A  Bap¬ 
tift  church  was  formed  at  Harpfwel ,  January  20,  1785  ;  Elder 
James  Potter  was  ordained  there  as  an  itinerant  minifter,  October 
5,  1785  ;  and  as  he  was  inftrumental  of  beginning  the  reforma¬ 
tion  in  thofe  parts  (as  is  before  mentionudj,  fo  he  continues 
a  father  among  thofe  churches  to  this  day. '  A  freffi  revival  was 
granted  two  years  ago,  and  ten,  if  not  more,  Baptift  churches 
have  been  conftituted  fince,  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland, , 
Lincoln,  and  Hancock  alone  ;  and  when  I  laft  heard  from  thence,  the 
work  ftill  prevailed.  O  that  we  might  all  be  ftirred  up  rightly 
to  improve  thefe  heavenly  favours  ! 

Dear  Sir,  in  this  requeft  you  will  doubtlefs  join  with  your 
fellow-labourer  in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  ISAAC  BACKUS. 
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MINUTES 


M  I  N  U  T  14  S 


THE  THREE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS 

In  the  Principality  of  WALES , 

In  the  year  1792. 


SOUTH-EAST  ASSOCIATION. 

MINUTES  of  the  affociation  held  at  Bethefda ,  Monmouth- 
(hire,  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  days  of  June. 

Met  Tuefday  evening.  Brother  D.  Williams  introduced  the 
opportunity  by  prayer ;  then  Brother  J.  Richards  prayed,  and 
preached  from  Zech.  ii.  4,  5,  and  concluded  the  fervice. 

Met  Wednefday  at  nine ;  Pfalm  cxxii.  was  read,  then  the 
Brethren  J.  Evans,  J.  Jones,  M.  Evans,  and  Miles  Edwards  pray¬ 
ed  ;  Brother  Timothy  Thomas  preached  from  John,  xiv.  6. ;  and 
Brother  B.  Francis  preached  in  Englifh  from  Phil.  i.  6.  Praifes 
vrere  fung  feveral  times,  and  Brother  D.  Hughes  concluded  by 
prayer.  Adjourned  for  a  fhort  time. 

The  next  opportunity  was  introduced  by  finging  ;  Brother  D. 
Powell  prayed,  and  Brother  Enoch  Francis  preached  in  Englifh, 
from  1  Cor.  ix.  16.  After  tinging,  Brother  David  Evans,  of  Maef- 
y-berllan,  preached  from  Ifa.  liv.  4.  and  concluded  by  prayer. 
Then  the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  which  mentioned  aa 
addition  to  each  one,  and  gifts  appearing  in  feveral ;  but  that 
our  efteemed  Brother  C.  Harris,  of  Abergavenny,  was  removed 
by  death.  The  work  of  the  day  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother 
D.  Oliver. 

Met  Thurfday  ;  after  finging,  Brother'  T.  Evans  and  Brother 
T.  Morris  prayed.  Agreed  to  encourage  the  churches  to  affift 
towards  the  meeting-houfe  in  Aberhavefy,  and  fend  their  collec¬ 
tion  by  their  meffengers  to  the  next  affociation. 

Next  affociation  to  be  at  Llanwenarth,  on  the  firft  Wednefday 
and  Thurfday  in  June  1793.  Brother  H.  David  to  preach,  or  in 
cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Gabriel  Rees.  The  letters  to  be  read  on 
Thurfday  morning.  The  whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother 
Edmund  Watkins'. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

TIMOTHY  THOMAS 


39^  WELSH  ASSOCIATIONS, 
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Baptized  - 

Rellored  . 

Dead  - 

Excluded  - 


1 79** 

169 

10 — 17$ 

28 

21  —  49 


Increafe  this  year  130 


SOtTTH-WEST  ASSOCIATION,  1792. 

MINUTES  of  the  aiTociation  held  at  JVlolcJloriy  Pembroke- 
fhire,  June  13th  and  14th. 

Met  Wednefday  morning  ;  Brother  D.  Davis  prayed  in  Welfh, 
and  Brother  Benjamin  Evans  in  Englifh  ;  then  Brother  Morgan 
Rees  preached,  in  Englifh  and  Welfh,  from  Mat.  xvi.  18.  and 
Brother  W.  Williams*  in  Englifh  and  Welfh,  from  Pfal.  cxix.  18.* 
and  concluded  in  prayer.  Adjourned  for  a  fhort  fpace. 

Met  again,  Brother  J.  Jones  prayed  in  Welfh,  and  Brother  El. 
Evans  m  Englifh  ;  then  Brother  J.  Reynolds  preached,  in  Englifh. 
and  Weifh,  from  Ifa.  xxv.  6. ;  and  Brother  M.  Jones,  in  Englifh 
eifli,  from  Mat.  xv.  13.  They  fang  at  proper  intervals,  and 
the  day  was  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  H.  David. 

Met  Thurfday  morning;  Brother  B.  Phillips  prayed  in  Englifh  ; 
the  letters  were  read  from  the  churches  ;  the  various  informations 
occafioned  a  mixture  of  joy  and  forrow— to  our  grief  we  heard 
of  the  death  of  our  Brother  D.  Jones. - Agreedf  ' 

To  leceive  tuejiew  church  at  Ty~coch  (which  feparated  in  peace 
From  the  branch  in  Priory-ftreet,  Carmarthen)  to  be  a  member  of 
the  aliociation : 

^ncouraEe  churches  to  make  a  larger  collection  among 
themfeives  towards  the  Circular  Letter,  that  fomething  fimilar  to 
a  lmall  fund,  may  be  brought  to  the  afiociation,  for  purpofes  that 
the  convention  may  judge  needful: 

That  Brother  B.  Davis,  or  any  other  of  the  Moleflon  miniflers, 
be  pei  nutted  to  vifit  the  churches  to  receive  their  afiiftance  to- 
vvards  defraying  the  expenfe  of  ere&ing  the  meeting-houfe  at 
Havcrford'weJI :  0 

To  encourage  the  churches,  at  the  requeft  of  Brother  M.  Rees, 
to  make  a  colle&ion  towards  giving  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
people  m  France  ;  and  to  fend  the  feveral  fums  to  Mr  .Williams,  of 
Cardigan,  to  be  remitted  to  thofe  who  fliall  diilribute  the  French 
bibles : 

Tha^  the  next  aliociation  be  at  Cwm-du,  m  Carmarthenfhire. 
on  the  fecond  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June  1703  •  the 
Brethren,  W.  Williams,  J.  Hier,  and  J.  Jones,  to  preach: 

*  His  civil  title,  juflly  and  defervedly,  is  Efquire. 


T# 


SOUTH-WEST,  AND  NORTH- WALES. 


399 


To  obferve  a  meeting  of  humiliation  and  thankfgiving  on  the 
Wednefday  month  after  the  affociation.  Brother  I).  Rees  then 
concluded  the  whole  by  prayer,  in  Englifh  and  Welfh. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 


Baptized 

Reftored 

Received  by  letter 
Dead 

Excluded 


MORGAN  REES. 

240 

33 

2—275 

33 

60  —  93 


Incr 


eafe 


this 


•ear 


182 


THE  NORTH-WALES  ASSOCIATION,  1792. 

\ 

MINUTES  of  the  alfociation  at  Nevlnt  Carnarvonfhirc, 
June  26th,  27th,  and  28th. 

Met  Tuefday  at  four  in  the  afternoon;  the  opportunity  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Brother  Richard  Michael ;  then  Brother  James 
Evans  preached  from  Pfal.  xxxiv.  6.;  and  Brother  Jenkin  David 
from  Rom.  x.  4.;  and  Brother  J.  Richards  concluded  in  prayer. 
Singing  as  ufual. 

Met  about  nine  o’clock  on  Wednefday  morning;  Brother  J. 
Jones  began  the  folemnity  by  prayer ;  then  Brother  Jofhua 
Thomas  preached  from  Ifa.  xxxiii.  20.  ;  and  Brother  Timothy 
Thomas  from  Eph.  i.  18.;  and  Brother  J.  Richards  from  Ifa. 
xl.  4,  5.  ;  then  Brother  John  Evans  clofed  by  prayer.  Singing 
at  proper  times.  Adjourned  for  a  little  time. 

Met  again  about  two  ;  Brother  W.  Jenkins  began  in  prayer. 
Brother  J.  Reynolds  preached  from  James,  i.  25.  ;  and  Brother 
Morgan  Rees  from  Ida.  xi.  9.  ;  and  concluded  in  prayer.  Ad¬ 
journed  again  about  an  hour  or  more  :  Then  Brother  Thomas 
Jones,  of  Glyn,  prayed  ;  Brother  John  Rees  preached  from  Ifa. 
lii.  7.  ;  and  Brother  Morris  Jones  from  Luke,  xii.  37.  ;  Brother 
John  Edwards  prayed,  and  the  multitude  was  difmiffed.  Singing' 
as  ufual.  We  had  occaiion  to  conclude  that  the  Lord  was  among 
us  in  his  gracious  prefence. 

Met  Thurfday  morning  about  nine ;  Brother  N.  Lewis  prayed, 
then  the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read  ;  the  account  in 
general  was  rather  comfortable  ;  fome  addition  to  every  church, 
minifterial  gifts  appearing  in  feveral.  Brother  Charles  Evans  is 
fettled  in  the  miniilerial  care  at  Ebenezer,  in  Anglefea.  Salem, 
in  Denbighfhire,  laments  the  lofs  of  their  miniiter  who  leaves 
them  and  remove?  to  another  place.  The  letter  from  the  alTo- 
ciation  to  the  churches  was  read  and  affented  to. — Then  agreed. 

That 
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WELSH  ASSOCIATIONS,  1792. 


That  the  church  at  Street  Ifaf,  Denbighfhire,  fhould  be  ad¬ 
mitted  a  member  of  this  aflfociation  : 

That  Brother  R.  Michael  fhould  go  to  the  churches  which 
had  not  affifted  towards  the  expenfe  of  the  meeting  at  Beaumaris, 
in  Angle fea  : 

To  encourage  the  churches  to  fet  up  a  fund  among  themfelves, 
to  build  meeting-houfes,  &c. 

To  keep  a  meeting  of  prayer  and  thankfgiving  on  the  Wednef- 
day  month  after  the  aiTociation. 

Next  affociation  to  be  at  Cefn,  Denbighfhire,  the  lafl  Wednef- 
day  and  Thurfday  in  June  1793  ;  the  Brethren  W.  Williams, 
Benj.  Davis,  and  David  Evans,  of  Maef-y-berllan  to  preach.  The 
whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  J.  Reynolds. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 


JOSHUA  THOMAS. 

* 

Baptized  -----  66 

Reflored  -----  7 — 73 

Dead  -----  9 

Excluded  -----  20 

DifmiTed  -----  1 — 30 


Increafe  this  year  -  -  43 


Bethefda  -  -  - 

130 

Moleflon  - 

182 

Nevin  -  - 

43 

355  the  increafe  of  the  three  affociations. 


The  beginning  of  the  aiTociation  letter  gives  a  general  idea  of 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Welfh  churches  f — it  reads  thus: 

“  The  minillers  and  meflengers  of  the  feveral  churches  of 
Chrift,  [in  the  three  Baptifl  affociations  in  Wales  J  owning  the  only 
true  God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghcft,  in  infepara- 
ble  yet  diking uifhable  union  ;  alfo  that  [a  profeffion  of]  faith 
precedes  baptifm  ;  and  the  major  part  pradlifing  the  laying  on  of 
hands  on  the  baptized  ;  all  holding  the  bible  to  be  our  perfedl 
rule  of  doftrine,  practice,  and  experience  ;  our  light  in  which, 
refpedting  particular  points,  may  be  feen  partly  in  the  confejfion  of 
faith  ufually  referred  to.  .  .  .To  all  the  churches. .  .pertaining  to 
thefe  affociations  ....  Send  brotherly  habitation. 

In  nearly  the  fame  words  as  in  1790.  See  Regifler,  p.  64.  Editor. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  It  was  agreed  that,  this  year,  the  fame  letter  fliould  be  fent 
to  the  three  conventions.  The  fubjed  of  it  is  the  item  command 
tnent ,  or  the  excellency  of  brotherly  love  ;  probably  it  was  defigned  to 
promote  harmony  and  affedion. 

2.  Bethefda  borders  upon  England,  fo  that  Englifh  was  necef- 
fary  there.  In  the  eaft  fide  of  South-W ales  there  is  always  an 
Englifh  fermon  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  generally  in  the  South- 
weft.  That  part  of  Pembrokefhire  about  Pembroke  town,  & c. 
has  been  inhabited  by  a  colony  of  Englifh  fon*e  hundreds  of 
years,  who  ftill  continue  their  own  language.  Molefton  is  adually 
among  the  Englifh  inhabitants;  that  was  the  reafon  fo  much 
of  the  worfhip  was  in  that  language.  Nevin  is  in  the  Weft  part 
of  North- Wales  ;  it  was  there  quite  improper  to  have  any  part  ot 
the  fervice  in  Englifh. 

3.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  in  three  affociations,  confifting 
of  about  forty-fix  churches,  every  church  fliould  have  fome  addi¬ 
tion,  and  each  of  them  fend  a  meffenger  or  more,  molt  of  them 
two.  The  addition  at  Llangloffan  alone  is  103.  May  the  glory 
be  ever  given  to  the  Author  of  all  grace. 

4.  The  affociations  in  America  are  very  friendly  in  fending  let¬ 
ters  and  meffengers  from  one  convention  to  the  other.  Thofe  in 
the  Principality  have  not  yet  adopted  that  method,  yet  fome  of 
the  minifters  attend  all  three  affociations.  Brother  John  Jones, 
in  the  North,  attended  the  two  in  the  South,  this  year  and.  laft 
year.  The  confequence  of  it  laft  June  was,  that  feven  minifters 
from  the  South  came  in  a  body  to  the  meeting  at  Nevin.  Brother 
Timothy  Thomas  attended,  and  preached  at  two  of  the  conven¬ 
tions  ;  and  fo  did  Brother  J.  Reynolds,  Brother  J.  Richard,  Bro¬ 
ther  Morgan  Rees,  and  Brother  Morris  Jones — thefe  all  preacned 
in  the  South  and  in  the  North. 

5.  For  fo  many  to  preach,  as  did  at  Nevin  the  fame  day,  to  be 
fure  was  uncommon ;  but  in  that  country  feveral  of  the  places  01 
worfhip  are  often  deftitute  ;  a  great  multitude  aflembled,  and  it 
was  a  remarkably  fine  day,  the  preaching  was  out  of  door,  the 
minifters  were  covered  from  the  fun  ;  the  auditory  was  too  nu¬ 
merous  for  any  houfe  in  the  country  ;  and  all  thofe  who  preached 
on  that  day  were  Itrangers  who  were  come  a  great  way  out  of  love, 
and  the  g'ood  people  were  very  defirous  to  hear  them  all  ;  and  the 
fermons,  prayers,  and  finging,  were  fhort. 

N.  B.  Thefe  obfervations  were  made  by  the  trapflator  of  the 
Minutes,  Rev.  ffojhua  ‘Thomas.  Editor. 
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MINUTES* 

OF  AN 

ASSOCIATION  of  GENERAL  BAPTIST^ 


Holden  at  Halifax ,  Yorkfhire, 

On  Wednefday  and  Thurfday,  May  2d  and  3d,  1792. 

X 

pUBLIC  worfhip  began,  Wednefday  morning,  at  half  paft 
ten  o’clock.  Brother  William  Burgess  prayed,  and 
Brother  Smith  preached  from  j  Cor.  iii%  11. 

'Afternoon,  Brother  D.  Taylor  preached  from  Phil. 
i»  1 8  ♦ 

Thurfday  Evening,  Brother  D.  Taylor  preached  from 
1  Pet.  iii.  18. 

Wednefday  evening  buhnefs  began. 

■* 

Chairman ,  Dan  Taylor. 

Moderators ,  Jonathan  Scott,  and  John  Taylor. 
Scribes ,  Will.  Burgess,  and  Will.  Pickering. 

Clear  increafe  in  the  32  f  churches,  fince  the  former 
Affociation,  103  members,  including  Birmingham  the  ac¬ 
count  of  which  came  too  late  for  infertion  in  the  lift. 


As  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rippon  is  engaged  in  publifhing  a 
work,  under  the  title  of  the  Baptift  Annual  Regifler  j  it  is 
agreed  that  we  tranfmit  to  him  the  Minutes  of  our  Annual 
Affociations,  for  his  ufe  in  the  above  work. 

We  apprehend  it  will  be  of  confiderable  ufe  to  our  con¬ 
nexion,  if  our  next  annual  letter  have  for  it’s  objeft,  to 
demonftrate  the  utility  of  Affociations ,  and,  of  courfe,  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  their  being  properly  countenanced  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  minifters  and  reprefentatives  from  all  the  churches. 
We  wifh  brother  John  Deacon  to  undertake  this  important 
bufmefs ;  and  that  he  will  have  it  ready,  God  willing,  the 
next  Affociation. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Affociation,  three  neuters  ex¬ 
cepted,  that  a  Catechifm,  fhewing  our  reafons  for  noncon¬ 
formity ,  and  particularly  fuited  to  our  connexion,  as  Gene¬ 
ral  Baptifls ,  is  needful,  and  will  be  of  ufe.  Brother  John 
Taylor  produced  one  in  manufcript,  which,  being  thought 
too  large,  he  was  unanimoufly  delircd  to  compofe  a  frefh 


*  The  Minutes  are  here  abridged.  Editor: 
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one,  on  a  narrower  fcale.  Brother  D.  Taylor  is  alfo  una- 
nimoully  defired  to  compofe  a  Catechifm  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture. 

The  next  Affociation  to  be  holden  at  Hinkley,  in  Lei- 
cefterfhire,  on  Wcdnefday  and  Thurfday  in  Eafter  week, 
being  the  3d  and  4th  days  of  April,  1793* 


Perfons  who  attend,  may  be  accommodated  at  the  Ram 

Inn. 

The  perfons  appointed  to  preach,  are 


J.  Taylor, 
D.  Taylor, 
W.  Burgess. 


In  cafe  of 
failure. 


J.  Scott, 

W.  Thompson, 
T.  Pickering. 


LETTER  to  the  CHURCHES. 

Rom.  xii.  1,  2  verfes.  “  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mer¬ 
cies  of  God ,  that  ye  be  not - conformed  to  this  world.” 

Beloved  Brethren , 

BE 


If  allured  that  we,  your  pallors  and  minihefs,  met  in 
affociation  once  more,  have  your  fpiritual  and  eternal 
welfare  really  at  heart  ;  and  therefore  we  take  the  liberty, 
with  much  affedlion,  of  addrelling  you  on  the  important 
fubjedl  of  worldly  conforynity  :  a  fubjedl  worthy  of  an  in- 
fpired  ^apoflle  to  mention  exprcfsly  and  hrongly  to  militate 
againh,  in  an  epiftle  to  a  famous  Chriflian  fociety  at  Rome. 
And,  if  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  prefentfiate .  of 
the  Chriflian  church,  in  general,  a  fubjedl  you  will  think 
highly  neceffary  to  be  treated  of,  in  a  circular  letter,  to  a 
number  of  Chriflian  churches. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  primary  defign  of  this  letter,  to  fet 
before  you  what  we  underhand  by  worldly  conformity,  and 
to  diffuade  you  from  it. 

By  worldly  conformity,  we  underhand  fuch  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  men  and  manners  of  the  world,  that  we 
thereby  become,  in  many  reipedls,  one  with  them,  or  adt 
in  conformity  to  them,  and  their  maxims  and  examples*.- 
and  fo  imitate  them  and  follow  their  pradliees,  in  thof? 
things  which  are  linful,  either  in  their  owi>  natilte,  or  it* 
their  confcquences. 

c  c  2  When 
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When  a  perfon,  under  a  religious  profeflion,  affo  elates 
with  carnal  worldly-minded  men,  and  does  this  out  of 
choice  ;  when  he,  inflead  of  u  coming  out  from  among 
them,”— feeks  for  their  company,  and  talks  as  they  talk, 
and  adfs,  in  a  variety  of  refpe<£ts,  as  they  do  ;  this  perfon 
is  moil:  certainly  chargeable  with  a  (infill  conformity  to 
the  world.  And  it  has  been  often  afferted,  that  a  man 
may  generally  be  known  by  the  company  he  affociates 
with,  or  chufes  to  keep. 

Again,  when  fuch  a  perfon  f peaks  the  language  of  the 
men  of  this  world,  he  conforms  to  the  world.  If  we 
keep  them  company  and  imitate  their  language,  and 
join  with  them  in  idle  unprofitable  talk,  furely  we  muff 
be  fo  far  conformed  to  them.  For,  as  by  the  company 
he  keeps,  fo  by  the  language  he  fpeaks,  a  man  may  be 
known  : — “  For,  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  the 
mouth  fpeaketh.” 

Once  more,  when  we  are  taken  with  the  fajhions  of 
the  world  which  prevail  around  us, — when  perfons  are 
pliable  enough  to  imitate  worldly  people,  not  only  in  af- 
fociating  with  them,  and  fpeaking  their  language, — but 
alfo  in  dr  effing  as  they  do,  and  difcover  a  fondnefs  and 
forwardnefs  in  following  every  novel  fafhion,  as  it  be¬ 
comes  modifh,  however  ridiculous  modifh  faffiions  are, — 
nay,  however  immodeft,  foppifh,  and  foolifh  they  appear  ; 
— what  numbers,  and  even  among  profeffors  too,  are 
ready  to  conform  to  follow  them  ! 

And  this  is  oft  done,  to  the  extravagant  wafte  of  time, 
and  alfo  of  money,  which  ought  to  be  laid  out  and  ex¬ 
pended  in  a  very  different  manner,  and  to  very  different 
purpofes.  And,  fhameful  to  relate,  this  is  the  pra&ice, 
not  only  of  the  rich  and  opulent,  but  of  many  common 
farmers  and  trades-people, — nay,  of  too  many  perfons  but 
in  low  circumftances,  and  even  down  to  common  la¬ 
bourers  and  fervants. 

How  many  drefs  very  unbecoming  their  ffation  and 
characters,  their  fituation  and  circumftances  !  And  fome 
even  run  into  debt,  and  involve  thenffelves  and  their  fa¬ 
milies  in  very  great  difficulties,  from  a  fondnefs  for  drefs, 
and  vain  fhow  and  parade  !  fine  and  fafhionable  clothes 
muft  be  had,  if  they  are  bought  upon  credit }  and  the 
mercer,  draper  and  milliner,  never  receive  pay  for  their 

goods.  .  ,  1  r  •  * 

This  is  a  pradice  highly  ccnfurable  indeed!  for  it  is 

uffiuft — pernicious  to  trade  and  civil  focicty— not  to  fay 

J  how 
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how  contrary  it  is  to  religion,  and  a  profeffion.  of  godli- 
nefs. 

Let  thofe  perfons  chargeable  with  fuch  practices  re- 
col  led!  what  the  facred  fcriptures  fay  againft  the  foolifh 
paflion  for  fathionable  drefs,  in  adorning  the  body.  The 
Jewiih  women  were  feverely  cenfured,  and  fome  awful 
threatenings  denounced  againft  them  on  that  account  I  fa. 
iii.  16—26.  The  infpired  apoftles,  Paul  and  Peter 
ftrono-ly  militate  againft  the  pra&ice  wc  with  to  cenfure 
and  reform :  their  advice  is,  “  That  women  adorn 
themfelves  in  modeft  apparel,  with  fhamefacednefs,  and 
fobriety  :  not  with  broidered  hair,  or  gold,  or  pearls,  or 
coftly  array  ;  but  (which  becometh  women  profefting  god- 
linefs)  with  good  works  ;  whofe  adorning  let  it  not  be 
that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing 
vof  gold,  or  of  putting  on  of  apparel :  but  let  it  be  the  hid¬ 
den  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible, 
even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Ipirit,  which  is  in 
the  fight  of  God  of  great  price.  For,  after  this  manner, 
in  the  old  time,  the  holy  women  alfo,  who  trufted  in  God, 
adorned  themfelves.5’  1  Tim.  ii.  9,  10.  1  Pet*  iii* 


2 ,  4,  ^  . 

’  Thefe  apoftolic  folemn  charges,  to  all  profeflbrs  of 
religion,  in  every  ftation  of  life,  are  fo  ftrong  and  forcible 
in  themfelves,  that  they  need  not  any  comment  of  ours : 
Let  all  profeflbrs  hear  the  apoftles,  and  attend  clofely 
to  their  facred  injunctions,  and  carefully  reduce  them 
to  pradtice ever  bearing  in  mind,  that  this  is  molt 
certainly  the  will  of  God,  in  Chrift  Jefus  concerning 


them.  r  .  r 

Moreover,  we  apprehend  that  many  proleliors  .  or 

the  prefent  day  are  chargeable  with  worldly  conformity, 
in  their Jiile  and  manner  of  living.  They  expend  a  gr^at 
deal  of  money,  in  many  fuperfluities,  not  only  in  drefs,  but 
in  houfe-furniture — in  eating  and  drinking,  and.  keeping 
company,  and  making  entertainments  for.  the  rich,  and 
thofe  who  move  in  the  higher  ftations  of  life  whom  they 
vifit,  and  receive  vifits  from  ;  while,  we  tear,  the  poor  are 
too  often  overlooked  and  difregarcled.  And  fo  muc  a 
expended  in  other  things,  much  too  little  remains  to  teed 
the  hungry,  clothe  thofe  who  need  raiment,  or  to  lupport 

the  caufe  of  religion  in  the  world.  ^ 

And  we  alfo  conceive,  that  conformity  to  the  world 
in  the  above  inftances,  and  others  which  might.be  men¬ 
tioned,  oft  leads  profeflbrs  to  form  near  connexions  wit^ 


v 
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carnal  and  worldly  people,  to  the  difcredit  of  their  holy 
religion,  and  to  the  very  great  injury  of  themfelves,  and 
their  families.  .  How  many  indances  have  we  known  of 
young  profeffors  who,  by  affociating  with  worldly  people, 
and  vifiting  among  the  gay  circles  of  the  land,  have  almoft 
infenfibly  been  led  to  form  clofe,  perfonal,  and  family 
connexions  with  thofe  of  no  religion ,  to  their  great  lofs  and 
afftidlion  through  life. 

And  how  common  it  is  for  the  people  of  God  to  con¬ 
trail  complimentary  habits  of  J peaking  and  aiding  even 
one  towards  another,  until  they  lofe  light  of  their  fpiritual 
relation  as  Chrillians,  and  forget  to  ufe  the  fcriptural  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Brother  and  Sifter ;  addreding  each  other  as  if 
no  fuch  relation  fublilled.  And,  inllead  of  their  vilits 
being  fpiritual  and  improving,  they  become  formal  and 
trifling ;  and  all  this  through  a  conformity  to  the  world. 

Nor  is  it  uncommon,  for  many  profeffors  of  the  prefent 
age,  to  imitate  v/orldly  minded  people,  in  being'  anxious 
about  “  laying  up  treafures  for  themfelves  on  earth  f  though 
direilly  contrary  to  our  Saviour’s  exprefs  prohibition, 
Matth.  vi.  19,  20,  21.  How  frequently  is  it  the  cafe 
when  an  opportunity  offers,  for  perfons  to  amafs  a  great 
deal  of  riches  together,  without  ever  apprehending  they 
a 61  like  “  the  men  of  this  wxirld,  w  ho  have  their  portion  in 
this  life  !*’  They  never  dream  of  being  covetous  idolaters 
— or  of  loving  this  prefent  world :  their  anxiety  is  only  a' 
neceffary  frugality,  they  fuppoje ;  while  thofe  who  are  better 
acquainted  With  them,  fear  they  come  under  the  apoftle’s 
defeription,  of  fuch  “  who  uill  be  rich,  and  fall  into 
temptation,  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolilh  and  hurtful 
lulls,  which  drown  men  in  deft ru6i ion  and  perdition,  and 
pierce  them  through  with  many  furrows.”  1  Tim.  vi. 
9,  10. 

Now,  w^e  fuppofc  all  thofe  who  affociate  with,  and 
talk  like  carnal  and  worldly-minded  people — who  imitate 
them  in  drefs — ftile  of  living — complimentary  parade — - 
and  who  form  perfonal  and  family  connexions  with  them — • 
or  who  amafs  wealth,  and  lay  up  for  themfelves  treafures  on 
earth,  and  all  fuch  like,  are  mod  certainly  thofe  who  are 
highly  cenfurable  for  worldly  conformity,  in  the  feripture 
fenfe  of  the  word:  and  we  mull  endeavour  by  every  argu¬ 
ment  we  can  ufe,  within  the  compafs  of  a  letter,  to  diduade 
them  from  being  thus  conformed  to  the  world. 

This  being  the  fecond  end  propofed  in  this  letter,  we 
ffroeced  to  mention  a  few  things  in  order  to  effedl  ourdelign. 

Remembef 
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Remember,  brethren,  you  profefs  not  to  be  of  the 
world,  but  to  be  called  out  from  among  the  wicked  and 
ungodly. — How  unbecoming  is  it  then  for  you  to  be  con¬ 
formed  to,  or  like  the  world  in  affociating  with,  and 
talking  as  they  do,  in  a  loofe  carnal  manner,  and  imitating 
them  °in  drefs  and  gay  purfuits,  and  forming  connexions 
with  them! — Is  not  this  in  effed  to  declare  you  prefer 
thefe  things  to  Chrift  and  religion  ?  We  wifh  you  feriouily 
to  think  of  this. 

Belides  your  Divine  Mafter  has  folemnly  declared  that 

_ “  His  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.”  Now  if  you 

love  the  world,  and  are  in  eager  purfuit  after  its  riches, 
honours,  and  pleafures — or  if  you  are  anxious  about  the 
world  and  its  concerns,  and  are  taken  up  with  its  gaiety, 
grandeur  and  faihionable  formalities ;  how  do  you  prove 
yourfelves  fubjeds  of  that  kingdom  which  is  not  of  this 
world  P  Nay,  don’t  you  rather  give  proof — convincing 
proof  of  the  contrary  ? 

Again,  you  profefs  to  be  fubjeds  of  Chrift’s  fpiritual 
kingdom,  and  to  enjoy  the  immunities  of  that  kingdom, 
which  are  faid  to  be,  in  general,  “  righteoufnefs  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.” — (c  Now,  we  befeech 
you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,”  by  his  great  love  to 
you  in  Chrift  Jefus — by  the  death  of  your  Divine  Saviour 
— by  pardoning  mercy — byjuftifying  grace — by  adopting 
love — by  all  your  invaluable  privileges  in  Chrift  Jelus — * 
and  by  all  He  has  done  for  you — is  to  you — and  by  all  you 
enjoy  through  Him,  and  from  Him — that  you  be  not 
conformed  to  this  prefent  evil  world. 

Once  more,  you,  as  true  believers  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
have  promifes  of  future  glory — and  raifed  expedations 
concerning  a  better  world;  a  kingdom  and  a  crown 
which  are  infinitely  preferable  to  all  the  gaudy  tinfeled 
toys  of  this  poor,  fading,  tranfitory  ftate.  Now,  in  being 
conformed  to  the  world,  and  its  foolifti  fopperies  and 
falhions,  you  ad  quite  beneath  the  charader  of  thofe  who 
have  in  view,  “  An  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
and  which  fadeth  not  away.”  You  degrade  your  high  cha¬ 
rader  ;  and  ad  below7,  far  below  your  privileges  and 
profpeds. 

Moreover,  conforming  to  the  world,  you  give  the  men 
of  it  a  dreadful  occafion  to  reproach  you,  and  that  religion 
you  profefs — “  That  you  muft  have  recourfe  to  worldly 
profits,  honours,  and  gratifications,  for  fatisfadion  while 
you  talk  of  the  fuperior  pleafures  of  religion.”  Is  it  not  the 

c  c  4.  way 
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way  to  make  them  believe,  that  there  are  no  fuch  fupcriof 
pleafures  to  be  found  in  wifdom’s  ways,  and  that  her  paths, 
are  rather  paths  of  pain  than  peace  ?  Don’t  you  take  the 
diredt  method  to  bring  an  evil  report  upon  both  the  good 
land,  and  the  way  which  leads  thither  ? 

Again,  while  you  are  guilty  of  a  finful  conformity  to 
the  world,  in  the  above  inftances  and  fuch  like,  you 
will  rob  yourfelves  of  the  comforts  of  religion — bring 
upon  your  minds  painful  fenfations,  and,  in  proportion 
to  your  compliances  with,  and  conformity  to  the  world, 
you  will  lofe  your  tafte  for  divine  things,  and  become 
more  and  more  indifferent  to  the  things  of  God,  and 
thereby  make  fad  work  for  repentance,  and  awfully  prove 
the  truth  and  certainty  of  that  faying, — “  Ye  cannot  ferve 
God  and  Mammon.” 

And  we  befeech  you,  brethren,  alfo  to  think,  and 
to  think  clofely  and  ferioufly,  what  you  muff  feel  in  your 
dying  hours,  fhould  you  be  linfully  and  improperly  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  world,  and  conformed  in  an  undue  and  cenfura- 
ble  degree  to  its  maxims  and  manners. — O  what  reluct¬ 
ance  to  die! — What  mental  ffruggles  to  part  with  the 
world,  and  leave  all  its  pleafing  and  gay  fcenes  behind,  for 
ever! — And  ah!  what  clouds  and  darknefs  hang  upon  the 
mind  at  that  awful  period,  in  confequence  of  having  been 
too  much  conformed  to  the  world, — and  far  too  little 
transformed  into  the  image  of  the  Lord  Jefus. — Alas!  you 
are  likely  to  be  much  diftreffed  in  mind  and  confcience  for 
want  of  better  evidence  of  your  title  to  the  heavenly  world. 

Laftly,  we  only,  in  addition  to  the  former  arguments, 
fay — That,  if  you  would  be  examples  to  one  another, 
and  all  around  you — if  you  would  glorify  God,  honour 
your  divine  mailer,  and  credit  your  profeffion ;  if  you 
would  not  a£i  out  of  character,  nor  live  below  your  pri¬ 
vileges,  either  as  to  comfort  or  duty  ;  if  you  would  live 
ufcfully,  and  be  happy  in  death,  and  have  the  delightful 
profpedfs  of  the  heavenly  Hate  before  you  in  a  dying  hour, 
we  muff,  by  every  thing  facred,  intreat  and  befeech  you, 
that  ye  be  not  conformed  to  this  world  ;  but  that  you  live 
above  it,  and  look  beyond  it,  in  the  lively  exercife  of  that 
“  faith,  which  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  lor,  and 

the  evidence  of  things  not  feen  s - until  faith  be 

turned  into  fight,  and  hope  end  in  full  fruition  ot  thole 
pleafures  which  are  to  be  enjoyed  at  God’s  right  hand 
for  evermore!  Amen! 

Signed,  in  behalf  of  the  AlTociation, 

W.  THOMPSON. 


[  4°9  ] 


THE 

MIDLAND  LETTER, 

ON  THE  SIMPLICITY  THAT  IS  IN  CHRIST. 

The  Elders  and  Meflengers  of  the  Baptift  Churches, 
lhatedly  aflembling  at  Bond-ftreet  and  Cannon-ftreet 
Birmingham ,  Cofely ,  Evejham. ,  Perjhore ,  Ryeford ,  Tewkef- 
bury ,  Upton ,  Warwick ,  Weftmancoat  and  /F" ircejter. 


Having  received  Letters  from  Bewdley ,  Stourbridge  and 

WillenhalL 

Being  met  in  AfTociation  at  Upton,  May  29,  30,  1792  *• 
Brethren  ! 

TpAVOURED  as  we  are,  once  more  to  meet  in  Affocia- 
A  tion,  we  have  read  your  feveral  Letters  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  pleafure  and  pain.  We  rejoice  in  the  appearances 
of  peace  and  profperity,  in  any  of  the  churches  con¬ 
nected  with  us,  and  feel  an  hearty  and  undiffembled  for- 
row  for  the  low  eftate  and  declenfions  of  any  of  them. 
The  death  of  feveral  of  our  Brethren,  with  whom  we 
formerly  went  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company,  as  well 
as  of  other  dillinguilhed  characters  who  held  ltations  of 
importance,  reminds  us,  that  the  time  is  ftiort,  life  is  poll¬ 
ing  away,  and  eternity  is  at  the  door.  While,  therefore, 
we  exprefs  our  thankfulnefs  to  God,  for  the  liberty  we 
enjoy  of  worlhipping  him  according  to  the  dictates  of 
our  confciences  ;  our  concern  for  the  glory  of  his  Name, 
and  for  the  happinefs  of  the  Members  of  the  refpeCtive 
Churches,  leads  us  to  fuggelt,  that  there  is  no  token  of 
a  declenfion  in  religion  more,  if  any  fo  melancholy,  as 
the  miftaking  for  the  peace  of  the  Church,  or  the  foul,  a 
kind  of  dead  calm,  a  lifllefs,  formal  tranquility,  which 
bears  a  greater  affinity  to  the  llupor  of  them  that  are  at 
eafe  in  Zion,  than  to  the  life  and  peace  of  thofe  that 
are  fpiritually  minded  ;  and,  in  faCl,  is  a  ufing  liberty  for  an 
occafion  to  the  flejh.  God  knows  how  it  is  with  you  as 
individuals  ;  but  it  is  our  duty,  as  thofe  who  know  fome- 
tbting  of  the  deceitful  and  hardening  nature  of  fin,  and  as 


*  The  dodlrinal  articles  the  fame  as  in  1791.  See  Regifter,  pag£ 
291.  Editor. 
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watchmen  that  mult  give  an  account,  to  call  upon  you 
to  enter  into  your  own  hearts.  We  do  this,  alfo,  with 
the  molt  friendly  view,  that  believers  who  have  declined, 
may  remember  whence  they  have  fallen ;  and  that,  if  any 
among  ft  you  retain  nothing  more  than  the  profeflion  of 
the  gofpel,  they  may,  by  the  Divine  blefting,  be  roufed 
from  their  infenfibility,  and  Chrift  may  give  them  life. 
It  is  not  our  intention,  however,  to  particularize  the  many 
tokens  of  lifeleffnefs  in  the  duties  of  religion;  of  a  want 
of  proper  affedlion  for  the  brethren  ;  of  too  clofe  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  prefent  things;  and  of  a  conformity  to  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  age  we  live  in.  Let  every 
man  examine  himfelf,  how  far  thefe  diforders  prevail  in 
him,  and  what  are  their  deplorable  effedls.  We  wilh 
rather  to  aflift  you  in  this  enquiry,  by  leading  you  into 
an  examination,  Whether  you  are  in  the  faith ;  by  call¬ 
ing  to  your  ferious  recolledtion,  the  manner  in  which 
you,  if  real  Chriftians,  muft  have  fet  out  in  the  way  of 
life;  and  by  propoiing  to  your  confideration,  that  only, 
that  unfailing  remedy  for  every  fpiritual  malady,  which,  if 
felt  and  digefted,  will,  at  once,  point  out  to  you  the  evils 
we  mean  to  warn  you  of,  and  what  will  be  their  effedlual 
cure.  This  remedy  we  cannot  defcribe  better,  than  in 
thole  tender  words  by  which  the  Apoftle  as  a  father  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  health  of  his  children  exprefted  his  folici- 
tude  for  the  fpiritual  profperity  of  the  Corinthian  church, 
2  Cor.  xi.  3.  But  I  fear ,  left  by  any  means ,  as  the  ferpent 
beguiled  Eve  through  his  fubiiity ,  fo  your  minds  Jhould  be 
corrupted  from  the  ftmplicity  that  is  in  Chrift. — Paul  was  a 
great  mailer  in  the  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  well 
knew  how  to  trace  practices  to  their  genuine  principles. 
He  faw  many  things  in  the  Corinthians  which  deferved 
rebuke,  and  he  fufpedted  there  were  more ;  but  he  was 
confident,  that  whether  more  or  fewer,  a  departure  from 
the  fimplicity  of  the  dodlrine  of  Chrift,  was  the  root  of 
all.  To  recommend  and  enforce  that  fimplicity  was  the 
great  fubjedt  of  his  miniftry;  becaufe  he  was  certain,  that 
every  opinion  or  practice,  which  funk  beneath  Chrift, 
would  be  of  the  earth  earthy,  would  favour  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  would  contaminate  the  mind ;  and  that,  therefore, 
let  it  come  in  by  whatever  artifice  or  difguife  it  might,  it 
would  be  a  like  fort  of  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs ,  to 
that  by  which  Eve  was  beguiled  to  contradidl  the  com¬ 
mand  of  her  Maker,  to  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  and 
thereby  to  poifon  her  whole  frame.  Dear  Brethren  !  As 
this  earn^ftnefs  of  the  great  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles 
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needed  no  apology,  we  hope  none  is  neceffary  from  us, 
while  we  call  your  attention  alfo  to  the 

SIMPLICITY  THAT  IS  IN  CHRIST. 


In  common,  the  idea  which  we  have  of f, mplicity ,  is  that  of 
being  pure  and  unmixed.  So  we  fpeak  of  the  clear  and 
limpid  ftream,  of  pure  and  unadulterated  wines,  of  pure 
and  undebafed  gold.  Applied  to  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
we  apprehend  the  word  muff  intend,  his  righteoufnefs,  as 
the  only  ground  of  our  acceptance,  and  the  chief  fource 
of  our  fpiritual ;  comfort  with  the  genuinenefs  of  our  love 
and  obedience  to  him,  as  our  Lord  and  Hufband  *. 

The  general  declaration  at  the  head  of  our  Letter 
Hates  a  belief  of  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  the 
alone  ground  of  our  juftification  ana  acceptance  with 
Gcd ;  and  we  wifh  you  to  have  a  right  underftanding  of 
this  truth,  as  all  the  reft  of  your  religion  will  take  a 
tindlure  from  your  view  of  it.  Sinners  as  we  are,  who 
have  violated  God’s  holy  law,  who  have  nothing  by  na¬ 
ture  good  in  us,  and  who  can  never,  by  any  means,  make 
whole  that  which  we  have  broken,  the  Lord  Jefus  came 
to  work  out  an  entirely  new  and  perfedt  righteoufnefs, 
by  which  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  (that  is,  all  who  believe) 
fhould  be  juftified,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  which  they 
ihould  glory.  This  he  completely  accomplifhed  by  his 
holy  life  and  fpotlefs  offering  ;  the  fplendour  of  his  God¬ 
head  ftiining  through  the  whole  undertaking.  God  looks 
at  nothing  but  this  righteoufnefs,  in  the  acquittal  and 
juftification  of  a  finner  \  but  this  he  has  teftified  his  full 
approbation  of,  by  raifing  up  the  Lord  Jefus  from  the  dead, 
and  giving  him  glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be 
in  God.  1  Pet.  i.  21.  It  is  held  out  in  the  v/ord  acord- 
ingly,  as  the  only  efficacious  means  of  relieving  us  from 
fears  of  condemnation  ;  of  introducing  us  into  the  com- 
panyof  the  Moft  High,  of  entertaining  our  minds,  and  of 
detaching  us  from  this  prefent  evil  world.  It  is  now,  and 
and  will  be  to  eternity,  the  wonder  and  praife  of  angels 
and  glorified  fpirits  above.  And  what  can  fo  profitably 
fill  up  our  meditations,  or  employ  our  tongues,  as, 
glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on  earth,  and 
good-will  towards  men — God  manifeft  in  the  flefh 
-^juftice  and  mercy  united,  and  harmonizing  in  the 


*  This  fe&ion  perhaps  is  not  exactly  like  the  original,  hut  con- 
fidering  the  Rate  in  which  the  letter  came  to  hand ;  it  has  been 
made  out  as  well  as  poffible  by  the  Eiutos., 
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falvation  of  fallen  man— tranfgreflion  punilhed,  and  yet 
pardoned — everlafting  love  difplayed,  in  a  way  confiftent 
with  lc  moll  inflexible  honours  of  God  5  government 
even  the  malignity  of  fin  over-ruled  to  fubferve  a  greater 
good— truth  and  faithfulnefs  to  the  promifes  demonftrated 
— — and  rebels,  condemned  to  die,  made  heirs  of  eternal  life? 
All  the  glories  of  the  creation  fade  before  the  brightnefs  of 
thefe  objects :  and  thefe,  with  a  thoufand  other  delightful 
and  mtereftmg  topics,  are  comprehended  in  the  fimphcity 

that  is  in  Chrift.  ... 

Of  courfe  we  conclude,  that  where  that  fimphcity  is 

actually  known  and  believed  in,  it  will  be  the  chief  com¬ 
fort  and  delight  of  that  Soul.  And  from  a  regard  for  your 
fpiritual  profperity,  to  this  point  we  would  direct  your  en¬ 
quiries.  "  Do  you  hope  and  profefs  that  you  are  believers, 
and  partakers  of  the  benefits  proceeding  from  Chrift  ?  Is 
your  chief  confolation  then  in  Chrift,  or  in  the  world  ;  in 
Chrift  or  in  yourfelves  ?  Who  has  your  hearts  and  choiceft 
affe&ions  ?  Was  the  Lord  Jefus  clad  with  zeal  as  with  a 
cloak  ?  Did  he,  on  the  wings  of  love,  fly  to  our  help  ?  For 
the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  did  he  endure  the  crofs  and 
defpife  the  fhame  ?  And  now  he  is  on  the  right-hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high,  does  he  behold  us  indifferent  about  him  ? 
O  1  Are  not  our  very  fouls  abafed  before  him,  for  every 
fymptom  of  fo  ungrateful  a  return?  But  the  fimphcity  of 
Chrift  is  a  remedy  for  this  alfo ;  and  we  are  perfuaded,  that 
not  only  is  the  diflike  the  unconverted  bear  to  Chrift  owing 
to  io-norance  of  his  excellency,  but  that  the  coolnefs,  the 
wanderings  and  declenfions  of  even  believers,  proceed 
frequently  from  mifapprehenfions  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
him  :  and  here  give  us  leave  to  explain  ourfelves.  When 
an  effedtually-called  fmner  is  flrft  brought  under  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  bleflfed  Spirit  of  God,  the  Lord  convinces 
him  of  nothing  refpedfing  himfelf,  but  that  he  is  a  firmer  , 
Joft — undone — helplefs  and  periihing.  That  man  cannot 
.take  comfort  from  any  thing  within  himfelf-  not  even  from 
his  conviaions ;  for  they  only  (hew  him  that  he  is  unholy 
and  unhappy.  The  Ample  encouragement  that  he  has  to 
hope  for  mercy,  is  a  difeovery  made  to  him  by  the  lame 
Spirit,  through  the  word  of  the  righteoulnefs  of  God  in 
his  Son,  and  that,  as  he  fees  he  wants  it,  fo  it  is  free  for 
him,  though  a  finner.  To  that  blefted  hope,  therefore, 
he  flies  for  refuge,  and  in  the  fimphcity  of  Chrift  hnos 
'  fafety  and  reft  for  his  foul.  Does  confcience  or  Satan  ac- 
cufe  him  of  fm  ?  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son  ot 

God,  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  Is  he  fatisfled  that  God  is  Ins 
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Father  ?  He  is  a  child  of  God,  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Is 
he  in  afflicted  and  diftreffed  circumftances  ?  In  Chrift  he 
fees  all  things  to  be  well ;  for  all  things  are  of  God,  who 
hath  reconciled  him  to  himfelfby  Jefus  Chrift.  Is  he  fick 
and  in  pain  ?  Chrift  is  the  ftrength  of  his  heart.  Does  he 
Jook  forward  to  eternity  with  pleafure  ?  Chrift  is  his  life, 
and  by  his  love  quickens  him,  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God.  In  one  word,  has  he  any  fellowfhip  with 
God,  or  delight  in  him  in  any  fenfe  whatever  ?  Chrul:  in¬ 
troduces  to  it  by  unveiling  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  to  tne 
foul,  as  the  exprefs  image  (or  character ,  as  the  Greek  word 
is  Heb.  i.  2.)  of  the  Father’s  perfon.  The  more  /imply 
Chrift  is  eyed,  the  purer  and  more  refreihing  the  comfort. 
Has  this  been  your  experience  ?  As  then  ye  received  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord,  fo,  in  the  fame  manner,  walk  in  him; 
daily  falling  under  the  fenfe  of  your  unworthinefs,  and  daily 
(in  all  your  failings,  infirmities,  and  even  fins,  as  in  many 
things  we  offend  all)  ftill  looking  to,  and  living  upon,  the 
invariable  all-fufficiency,  freenefs,  and  faithfulnefs  of  Jefus. 
Thus,  by  faith,  we  /hall  ftand  and  become  eftabli/hed  in 
the  grace  of  God.  But,  when  we  lofe  fight  of  this  our 
firft  experience  and  conftant  application  to  the  Saviour  of 
finners,  we  lofe  our  main  fupport,  and  fall  from  our  fted« 
faftnefs ;  the  pleating  luftre  of  Jefus  is  withdrawn  from 
our  fight ;  our  fpirits  grow  flat  and  formal ;  the  empty  glare 
of  the-  world  inhnuates  itfelf  into  our  hearts,  Captivates 
our  minds,  and  waftes  our  ftrength ;  and  what,  if  in  the 
hour  of  adverfity  we  lament,  that  we  have  followed  after 
lying  vanities,  and  forfaken  our  own  mercies  ?  Have  we 
already  found  any  of  thefe  effects,  in  this  day  of  /mail 
things  ?  Come,  let  us  return  to  the  Lord.  We  have  de- 
ftroyed  ourfelves,  but  in  him  is  our  help.  Jefus  Chrift  is 
the  fame  to-day  as  yefterday.  The  fimplicity  of  his  gofpel 
is  the  fovereign  balm.  His  Spirit  is  the  phyfician  that  ap¬ 
plies  it.  His  word  and  ordinances  are  the  means,  in  which 
we  may  expeht  that  application,  and  to  recover.  Wnat'» 
ever  are  our  complaints,  we  muft  come  to  Jefus;  that  by* 
his  ftripes  we  may  be  healed.  Other  methods,  however 
fpecious,  will  prove  phyflcians  of  no  value.  Are  your 
frames  low,  and  your  prayers  dull  and  diftradfed  ?  One 
fight  of  the  fulnefs,  the  glory  and  love  of  Chrift,  will 
warm  and  revive  your  fouls,  and  you  /hall  find  it  good  to 
wait  upon  God.  Are  your  minds  dark  and  dejedted,  fo 
that  you  are  dubious  whether  you  ever  knew  the  Lord  \ 
Yet  go,  as  finners  merely,  to  Jefus.  The  fountain  of  liv¬ 
ing  waters  is  as  open  as  ever ;  and  let  your  cafe  in  time 
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paft  have  been  how  it  may,  you  (hall  know  the  Lord,  and 
tafte  of  his  love.  Are  your  fouls  barren  as  the  defart,  that 
you  have  no  reliih  for  duty,  but  the  world  gets  the  afcen- 
dancy  over  you ;  you  carry  it  with  you  into  the  clofet,  and 
to  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and  you  drag  on  heavily,  as  if  reli¬ 
gion  were  a  burden  ?  Yet  Chrift’s  love  can  turn  the  barren 
wildernefs  into  a  fruitful  field,  recruit  your  former  vigour, 
make  his  yoke  eafy,  and  his  burden  light.  Let  no  fenfe, 
therefore,  of  paft  mifcondudl,  or  prefent  mifcarriages,  let 
no  fins,  temptations,  or  corruptions,  deter  you  from  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  this  efficacious  remedy.  Confefs  your  fins ; 
but  do  not  think  that  humility  implies  a  ft  ate  of  defpon- 
dency,  of  diffidence,  or  hefitation,  whether  Chrift  ftill  be 
free  for  you.  This  is  unbelief,  that  departs  from  the  liv¬ 
ing  God;  and  it  will  deprefs  and  harden  your  heart.  Daily 
contemplate  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift,  and  pray  for 
an  underftanding,  that  you  may  know  him  that  is  true  ; 
and  under  the  Divine  teachings  you  will  quiekly  perceive, 
that  you  have  no  reafon  to  go  to  Ekron  to  enquire  after 
health  2  Kings  i.  6.  or  to  the  world,  to  feek  after  hap- 
pinefs;  but  your  own  experience  will  witnefs  to  you 
that  there  is  a  God  in  Ifrael,  and  that  his  loving  kindnefs 
is  better  than  life. 

This  happinefs  alfo,  wherever  poflefted,  will  prove  its 
genuinenefs,  by  the  fimplicity  of  your  regard  for  Chrift, 
and  obedience  to  him :  for,  out  of  the  abundanceof  the 
heart  the  mouth  fpeaketh.  The  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Head 
and  Hufbandofhis  Church. Whom  then  fhould  ftie  hold  but 
her  head,  or  obey  but  her  imfband  ?  Who  fays,  Forget  thine 
own  people,  and  thy  father's  houfe.  So  Jh all  the  King  greatly 
defer e  thy  beauty,  for  he  is  thy  Lord,  and  worjhip  thou  him . 
Pfal.  xlv.  10,  11. — As  it  is  not  the  property  of  Divine 
refreftiment  to  lie  dormant  in  the  mind,  but  to  excite  to 
vigour  and  activity ;  fo  he  that  is  won  over  to  the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  faith,  defires  to  have  no  will  but  that  of  Chrift,  to 
follow  no  leader  but  Jefus.  He  does  not  pay  implicit  re- 
fpecft  to  any  man  or  fetof  men ;  but  takes  the  book  of  God 
into  his  hands,  and  from  thence,  as  led  by  the  fpirit  of 
truth,  enquires  what  the  Lord  will  have  him  to  do.  O 
that  my  ways  were  directed  to  keep  thy  feaiutes.  Pfal.  cxix. 
5.  Chrift’s  word  he  reads,  and  the  way  which  Chrift  has 
has  pointed  cut,  he  purfues  ;  fo  teftifying  that  he  is  Chrift’s 
difciple,  that  he  does  whatfoever  he  commands  him.  Such 
is  his  efteem  for  the  Lord  Jefus,  that  he  is  jealous  of  the 
leaft  deviation  from  his  Lord’s  rule,  becaufe,  however 
#nall,  its  effects  will  lead  to  depreciate  the  Saviour;  and 

hence 
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ftence,  the  manner  of  his  worfhip  is  Ample,  without  ex¬ 
terior  ornament,  or  ceremonious  pageantry  :  for,  as  Chrift 
is  all  his  hope,  he  goes  diredlly  to  him  for  comfort,  and 
honours  him  in  all ;  whereas,  a  multitude  of  rites  and 
ceremonies  feem  to  infmuate,  as  if  Chrift:  were  not  enough, 
but  it  were  neceiTary  to  mix  with  his  worthinefs,^  certain 
tedious  formalities  (after  the  methods  of  modern  compli¬ 
ment)  in  order  to  fet  off  Chrift,  to  paint  the  diamond,  that 
it  may  feem  the  more  beautiful,  or  to  become  ourfelves 
entitled  to  communion  with  him. 

We  add,  that  where  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift  takes 
place  in  the  mind,  it  will  have  a  general  influence  upon  the 
life  and  behaviour.  If  there  be  found  any  confolation  in 
Chrift,  it  will  humble  the  man  before  him  ;  it  will  ftamp 
the  image  of  Chrift  upon  the  warmed  and  foftened  heart ; 
and  fo  aflimilate  the  foul  to  Chrift,  that  the  fame  mind  will 
be  in  it  that  was  in  Jefus.  He  that  lives  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God  will  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  tranf- 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  his  mind  ;  and  will,  by  the  art- 
lefs  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  ftudy  to  copy  the  fublime  ex¬ 
ample  of  him  who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fe- 
parate  from  finners  ;  being  fpiritual  and  yet  chearful,  meek 
and  lowly,  forbearing  and  forgiving ;  adling  without  dif- 
guife,  and  ftridly  doing  that  to  another,  which  he  would 
that  the  other  fhould  do  to  him.  David  argues  it  parti¬ 
cularly,  to  be  the  effect  of  the  pardon  of  fin,  felt  in  the 
confcience,  that  inthatfpirit  there  is  no  guile,  Pfal.  xxviii, 
2.  When  alfo  he  fpoke,  Pfal.  lii.  4.  of  a  man  who  loved  de¬ 
vouring  words,  and  was  deceitful ;  he  further  defcribed  him, 
ver.  7.  Lo  !  this  is  thejnan  that  made  not  God  hisfrength ;  for, 
if  he  had,  it  muft  have  been  through  the  fimplicity  of  Je¬ 
fus;  and  he  who  lives  upon  him  has  that  confidence  in  his 
management  of  whatever  concerns  him,  befides  that  delight 
in  the  truth  itfelf,  that  he  fcorns  duplicity,  and  will  not  bend 
to  pradices  which  are  difhoneft  or  difhonourable.  While, 
therefore,  the  animofities,  and  other  diiorders  of  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  rendered  their  chafte  adherence  to  Chrift  very  fuf- 
picious,  the  holy  Apoftle  exulted  thus  concerning  himfelf 
and  his  fellow-labourers  ;  Our  rejoicing  is  this ,  the  teftimony 
of  our  confcience ,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  jincerity , 
not  with  flefdy  wifdom ,  with  trick  and  cunning,  as  the 
world  a£ts,  but  as  taught  by -the  love  and  grace  of  God  our 
Saviour,  we  have  had  our  converjation  in  the  world:  and, 
the  fame  principle,  imbibed  in  the  heart,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  be  producti  ve  of  the  fame  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
are  by  Chrift  Jefus,  to  the  praife  anj  glory  of  God.  Too 
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often,  alas !  has  the  mifbehaviour  of  profeffors  expofed  the 
good  ways  of  the  Lord  to  the  derifion  of  men,  who  know 
not  how  to  diftinguifh  between  truth  and  error,  and  who, 
from  the  faults  of  a  few,  take  occalion  to  reproach  all  who 
feparate  from  the  multitude,  and  appear  to  let  confcience 
have  any  place  in  their  religion.  But,  beloved,  we  hope 
better  things  of  you,  and  things  which  accompany  falva- 
tion,  though  we  thus  fpeak,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
warn  you,  from  an  affectionate  defire,  that  you  may  be 
grounded  in  the  truth;  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your 
hearts  by  faith  ;  that  your  love  to  him,  and  to  one  another 
for  his  fake,  may  abound ;  and  that  your  converfation  may 
be  as  becoineth  his  gofpel.  Grace  be  with  all  them  that 
love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity.  Amen. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Affociation, 

By  the  Moderator, 

L.  BUTTER  WORT  H. 


BREVIATES. 

THE  Elders  and  MefTengers  of  the  Churches  met  on  Tuef- 
day  Evening  at  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Davis,  Jun.  introduced 
the  fervice  in  prayer;  Brother  L.  Butterworth  was  chofen. 
Moderator,  and  then  read  over  the  Account  of  the  Rife,  Na¬ 
ture,  and  Defign  of  the  Affociation  :  the  Letters  from  the 
Churches  were  read,  and  Brother  Edmonds  concluded  the 
Evening  fervice  in  prayer. 

Wednefday  Morning,  at  fix  o’clock,  they  met  again.  Bre¬ 
thren  Dawfon  and  Davis,  fen,  prayed  :  Agreed  to  receive 
into  the  AiTociation,  the  Church  at  Willenhall ,  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Stafford,  confiding  of  thirteen  Members  difmiffed  from 
the  Chureh  at  Cofely .  Alfo  to  print  the  Account  of  the  Affo- 
ciation  *  produced  by  the  Moderator,  for  the  infpe&ion  of 
the  Churches,  and  to  receive  any  further  improvements  which 
may  be  thought  neceffary,  that  it  may  become  a  {landing  rule 
to  dire£l  the  Affociation  in  all  its  future  operations.  And  to 
requeft  that  the  Churches  would  fend,  in  their  Letters  to  the 
Affociation,  an  account  of  the  number  of  Circular  Letters 
they  wifh  to  receive.  Brother  Jenkins  then  produced  and 

*  This  account  of  the  Affociation  contains  fix  pages,  and  is  omit¬ 
ted  in  the  Regifter  for  want  of  room.  Editor. 

'  read 
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read  the  Circular  Letter  which  was  approved,  and  figned 
by  the  Moderator,  who  concluded  the  Morning  Meeting  in 
prayer. 

At  ten  o’clock,  the  public  fervice  began ;  Brother  Ailon 
payed;  Brother  Pearce  preached  from  Heb.  viii.  6.  But 
“  now  hath  he  obtained  a  more  excellent  miniftry,  by  how 
“  much  alfo  he  is  the  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant,  which 
,e  was  eftablilhed  upon  better  promifes.” — Brother  Edmonds 
prayed.  Brother  L,  Butterworth  preached  from  Eph.  i.  7. 
te  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  for- 
(<  givenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.” — 
And  Brother  Jenkins  concluded  in  prayer. 

Half-paft  five  in  the  Evening,  met  again :  Brother  Reece 
prayed  ;  Brother  Benjamin  Francis  preached  from  Phil.  i.  6. 
t(  Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  be- 
€e  gun  a  good  work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day 
“  of  Chriil,”  And  Brother  Biggs  doled  the  fervice  in 
prayer. 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  AiTociation  at  Bond-ftreet,  Birming¬ 
ham ,  on  Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  the  Whitfun-week ;  our 
Brethren  Jenkins  and  L.  Butterworth  to  preach,  in  cafe  of 
failure.  Brother  Afton. 

Put  up  at  the  Union  Tavern,  Cherry-llreet. 

>  I 

In  the  aflociated  churches  lail  year,  there  were 


Baptized 


75 


Received  by  letter  1 2 
Church  at  Wfflenhall  1 3 


12 


100 


Dead  .  .  . 
Difmifled  . 


•  •  »  •  15 


.  .  .  .  22 


Excluded  . 


55 


Total  increafe  this  year  45 


N.  B.  The  Letter  from  the  church  at  Leominjier ,  did  not 


come  to  the  hands  of  the  Moderator  time  enough  to  have 
its  contents  inferted.  Brother  Thomas  intended  being  at  the 
Aflbciatiop,  but  was  prevented  by  the  weather. 


(  4i8  ) 


MINUTES 

OF  THE 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  ASSOCIATION 

Aftembled  at  Nottingham-,  May  29,  30,  and  31,  1792. 

Tuefday  evening  fix  o’clock.  The  minifters  and  mefiengers 
being  aftembled,  Brother  Hopper,  the  minifter  of  the  place, 
began  in  prayer.  Brother  Ryland  jun.  was  chofen  Moderator. 
The  letters  from  the  churches  were  read.  Brother  Burton  of 
Foxton  concluded  in  prayer. 

Wednefday  Morning  fix  o’clock.  Met  for  prayer,  with 
Bnging  at  intervals  :  when  the  following  Brethren  engaged  ; 
Fletcher  of  Codnor,  Lingford  of  Botsford,  Blundell  of 
Arnfoy,  Mills  of  Sheepshead,  Cox  a  Deacon  of  the  Church  at 
Nottingham,  and  Jones  of  Lincoln. 

At  ten  o’clock.  Brother  Morris  prayed.  Brother  SutclifF  in¬ 
troduced  the  work  of  the  day  and  prayed.  Brother  Carey 
preached  fromlfa.  liv.  2,  3.  “  Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent, 

“  and  let  them  ftretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations  ; 
tc  fpare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords,  and  ftrengthen  thy  hakes : 
f<  for  thou  fhalt  break  forth  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the 
4i  left ;  and  thy  feed  fhall  inherit  the  Gentiles,  and  make  the 
41  defolate  cities  to  be  inhabited.”  Brother  Weft  concluded  in 
prayer. 

Afternoon,  half  paft  two.  Brother  J.  Edmonds  prayed  and 
Brother  Ryland  jun.  preached  from  Zech.  iv.  6.  “  Not  by 

might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  of 
“  Hofts.”  Brother  T.  Edmonds  concluded. 

Evening  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Craps  prayed.  Brother  Green¬ 
wood  preached  from  Pfalm  xlviii.  12,  13,  14.  “  Walk  about 

“  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her :  tell  •  the  towers  thereof. 
(t  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  &c.”  Brother  Fuller  clofed. 

The  Circular  Letter  drawn  up  by  Brother  Ryland,  jun.  was 
read,  partly  after  the  afternoon  meeting,  and  the  reft  in  tiie 
evening,  to  the  minifters  and  mefiengers,  who  ordered  it 
to  be  printed. 

Thurfday  Morning  fix  o’clock.  After  prayer,  by  one  of 
the  Deacons  of  the  church,  the  minifters  related  their  expe¬ 
riences  as  ufual,  and  Brother  Briggs  of  Burton-upon-Trent 
concluded  the  public  meeting.  The  minifters  and  mefiengers 
then  attended  to  the  buftnefs  of  the  fund.  V oted  five  guineas 
to  be  tranfmitted  by  the  Moderator  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  procuring  the  Abolition  of  the  inhuman  and  un¬ 
godly  Trade  in  the  perions  of  Men.  Alfo  two  guineas  to  en¬ 
courage 
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courage  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  at  Derby,  where  a  num-* 
ber  of  Baptifts,  members  of  the  Church  at  Nottingham  refide 
One  guinea  to  encourage  preaching  the  word  at Braybrook! 
And  half  a  guinea  a-piece  to  four  Brethren  from  diftant  and 
poorer  churches  to  defray  the  expences  of  attendino-  the  AfTo- 
ciation.  0 

Refolved,that  a  plan  be  prepared  againft  the  next  Minifters9 
meeting  at  Kettering,  for  forming  a  Baptift  Society  for  pro- 
pagating  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen.  Brother  Carey 
generoufly  engaged  to  devote  all  the  profits  that  mav  arile 
from  his  late  publication  on  this  interefring  fubjed,  to  the  ufe 

of  fuch  fociety.  The  Moderator  clofed  the  Affociation  with 
prayer. 
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*  Thofe  perfons  whole  names  are  in  Italics,  are  not  yet  Pallors 

The  next  Alfociation  to  be  held  at  Northampton  in  Whit* 
fun-week.  May  21,  22,  23,  1793.  Brother  Morris  and  Bro¬ 
ther  fawkner  to  preach,  in  cafe  of  failure  Brother  Wed  and 
Brother  Simmonds.  Put  up  at  the  Angel. 
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THE  NORTHAMPTON  LETTER, 

ON  GODLY  ZEAL . 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren , 

WE  have  reafon  once  more  to  acknowledge  the  divine 
goodnefs  in  granting  us  a  very  pleafing,  and,  we 
hope,  a  profitable  interview  with  each  other.  1  he  intel¬ 
ligence  received  from  moft  of  the  churches  was  of  an 
agreeable  and  encouraging  nature.  The  truths  of  t  e 
Gofpel  appear  to  be  held  faft,  and  their  fweet  and  holy 
influence  felt  among  our  brethren.  Several  of  your  et- 
ters  and  meffengers  attefted  the  happy  effects  of  engaging 
in  extraordinary  prayer  with  more  vigour  and  earnel  nels 
than  before ;  and  we  hope  thefe  promiffng  appearances  of 
a  revival  will  encourage  thofe  churches  to  go  on,  and 
engage  others  to  adopt  the  fame  metho  .  e  recom 
mend  it  efpecially  to  thofe  focieties  that  complain  moft  of 
barrennefs  and  declenfion,  as  a  very  feafonable  and  fenp- 
tural  duty.  “Turn  ye  even  to  me,  faith  the  Lord,  wan 
«  all  your  heart,  and  with  fajiing,  and  with  weeping,  and 
«  with  mourning.  And  rend  your  heart,  and  not  your 
«  garments,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  your  God ;  for  he  is 
«  gracious  and  merciful,  ffow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
«  kindnefs,  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil.  Who  knoweth 
“  if  he  will  return  and  repent,  and  leave  a  bleffing  behind 
«  him,  and  no  more  make  you  a  reproach  among  the 
«  heathen  ?  ”  Surely  the  ftate  both  of  the  world,  and  ot 
the  church,  calls  loudy  upon  us  all  to  perfift  in  wrefflmg 
inftantly  with  God,  for  greater  effuffons  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  and  that  we  may  be  found  prepared  foi  our  Lord 
appearance  whether  in  a  way  of  judgment  or  mercy. 

Many  circumftances  induce  us  to  hope,  that  the  gu 

prophecies  of  enlargement  to  the  church  of  God  lhaU 
feon  receive  a  more  ample  accompliftiment.  And  thou  h 
it°s  not  for  us  to  know  the  times  and  the  feafons  which 
the  Father  hath  referved  in  his  own  power,  it 's  certainly 
cur  duty  to  be  found,  not  only  waiting  P  )  .  S 
the  accompliftiment  of  his  bleffed  promiles  hut  vigilant 

*J  Th«"a  'X”SLT"zea“ 

letter  at  this  time,  is  that  of  GODLi  ,  ,  and 

hope  you  will  cordially  receive  the  tew  ohfervauons^^ 
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exhortations,  we  may  have  room  to  offer  you,  upon  that  in- 
terefting  fubjedt. 

Zeal  is  a  fervid,  vehement  emotion  of  the  mind,  enflamed 
with  love  to  home  peculiar  objeCt,  whereby  it  is  excited  to 
exert  itfelf  with  earneftnefs  and  vigour  in  its  behalf,  and 
warmly  to  oppofe  every  thing  that  threatens  its  injury. 

The  Oppoiite  to  zeal  in  general,  is  lukewarmnefs  or  indif¬ 
ference.  But  as  theobjeds  of  ardent  affedticn  may  differ  widely, 
it  may  be  either  virtuous  or  vicious  to  an  extreme.  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  fame  word  is  ufed  in  feripture,  in  a  good  fenfe  in 
fome  places,  and  in  a  bad  one  in  others. — Nothing  can  be 
more  oppofite  than  true  zeal  and  falfe.  The  one  is  a  hea¬ 
venly  flame,  the  other  is  infernal  fire. — Fervent  dijinterefled 
affeflion  is  holy  zeal.  Selfjh  interefled  ajfefiion  is  its  oppofite, 
the  immediate  fource  of  envy,  fpite  and  malice. — Godly  zeal 
expands  the  heart,  and  unites  with  the  whole  empire  of  God, 
purfuing  a  good  of  which  all  its  members  may  partake  with¬ 
out  envious  competition.  Self/hnefs  contracts  the  heart,  and 
would  facrifice  the  good  of  any,  or  of  all  mankind,  yea  and 
the  divine  glory  itfelf,  to  the  intereft  of  the  individual. 

GODLY  ZEAL,  therefore,  is  the  Fervor  of  true  Bene¬ 
volence ,  or  of  holy  love,  exciting  the  fubjedt  of  that  facred 
affedfion  to  vigorous  exertion  for  the  good  of  its  beloved 
objedf,  and  to  ftrenuous  oppofition  of  whatever  tends  to  its 
inj  ury. 

The  Law  of  God ,  wh ich  is  the  original  ffandard  of  all  true 
Virtue,  or  real  Holinefs,  is  fummed  up  in  one  word,  love. 
The  object  of  true  benevolence ,  or  of  that  love  which  the  di¬ 
vine  law  requires,  is  universal  being,  including  God ,  and 
all  intelligent  creatures .  For  the  firjl  and  greateft  command 
of  the  law  enjoins  fupreme  love  to  the  uncreated  Being, 
who  is  infinitely  greater  and  more  excellent  than  all  created 
beings  united:  and  the  fecond  branch  of  the  law  requires  an 
unmerfal  and  difinterefted  regard  to  our  neighbour’s  welfare, 
even  loving  him  as  ourfelves. — Zeal  is  fervent,  active  bene¬ 
volence,  or  the  celeftial  fire  of  love  kindled  into  flame  j  and 
breaking  forth  in  ardent  defires  and  earned:  efforts  to  promote 
the  beft  interefts  of  every  individual,  fo  far  as  the  happinefs 
of  the  individual  is  found  confident  with  the  greateft  gogd  of 
the  whole.  The  chief  good  is  comprized  in  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  perfection  and  happinefs  of  his  kingdom. 

Infteadof  glowing  with  heavenly  zeal ,  the  hearts  of  apo- 
ftate  men  are  wholly  deftitute  of  difinterefted  benevolence. 
They  are  fallen,  as  one  expreffed  it,  into  a  gulph  of  'Jinful  Self- 
ijhnefs.  For  that  Self-Love  which  is  abfolutely  predominant 
in  everv  carnal  heart,  is  fine  root,  or  rather  the  effence  of  all 

E  e  fin. 
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fin.  It  is  the  greateft  practical  He  in  the  univerfe ;  by  which 
an  animated  atom  would  import,  <c  I  am,  and  there  is  none 
befides  me”  It  would,  if  it  had  power  equal  to  its  tendency, 
turn  the  univerfe  upfide  down,  and  try  to  make  an  immenfe 
pyramid  reif  on  its  inverted  point.  Or,  operating  equally 
in  a  number  of  created  beings,  it  would  detach  them  from 
their  only  proper  centre ;  dilunite  them  from  each  other, 
crumble  the  moral  world  into  difcordant  particles,  and  fill 
the  univerfe  with  everlafling  war  and  confufion. — This  in- 
terefled  felfifh  affection,  by  which  a  perfon  regards  a  private 
intereft  of  his  own,  difconnedled  from  the  divine  glory  and 
the  good  of  others,  is  direct  enmity  againft  God  and  his 
lav/,  and  the  immediate  fpring  of  envy  and  enmity  among 
mankind.  Yet  felf  reigns  in  one  form  or  other,  in  every 
unrenewed  foul ;  and,  if  grace  prevent  not,  it  mult  reign 
unto  death :  for  it  entirely  deadens  the  foul  to  God,  and  to 
the  good  of  others ;  every  thing  being  difregarded  but  what 
may  fubferve  fome  felfifh  end;  and  therefore  God’s  glory  and 
the  general  good  require  that  fueh  dead  fouls  fnould  be  buried 
in  hell. 

But  in  regeneration  a  right fpiritis  created  in  a  finner.  Holy 
affection  begins  to  warm  and  animate  his  breaft .  He  is  quick¬ 
ened  from  above,  and  lives  no  longer  for  himfelf,  but  for 
God.  The  ever-glorious  God  is  loved  fupremely,  and  be¬ 
comes  his  exceeding  joy.  Nor  can  the  Jir/l  part  of  God’s 
law  be  infcribed  on  the  heart  without  the  fecond.  The  true 
convert  feels  a  new  kind  of  affection  for  his  fellow-creatures. 
Placing  his  own  happinefs  in  an  object  which  can  be  enjoyed 
by  unnumbered  millions  at  once,  he  delights  to  unite  with, 
sthers  in  the  purfuit  of  the  fame  infinite  good. 

The  ch'riflian,  beholding  the  glory  of  God,  difeerns  the 
equity  of  his  requirements,  and  cordially  acknowledges  all 
his  commandments  to  be  right :  and,  confcious  that  he  has  al¬ 
ready  violated  them,  he  is  aware  that  punifhment  is  due  to 
his  tranfgreffions.  Nor  can  he  pretend  to  plead  that  death 
itfelf  is  too  fevere  a  fentence.  An  honeft  heart  muff  lead  a 
fini  er  tojuffifyGod,  and  condemn  himfelf.  Though  he 
itiil  feels  that  averfion  to  his  own  mifery  which  is  common 
to  all  intelligent  beings,  and  the  idea  of  eternal  feparation 
from  God  is  far  more  painful  to  him  than  ever ;  yet,  were 
her  o  expedl  this  awful  doom,  he  could  not  but  acknowledge 
that  God  and  his  throne  were  guiltlefs ;  for  he  had  really 
deferved  to  be  for  ever  banifhed  from  the  fociety  of  God  and 
all  holy  beings :  and  however  defirable  his  own  felicity  may 
appear,  the  real  convert  could  not  be  happy  in  the  thought, 
that  God  had  brought  everlafling  reproach  on  his  own  go¬ 
vernment, 
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tfcrnment,  by  fufpending  the  due  execution  of  his  law  in 
favour  of  fo  vile  a  criminal. — By  this  fenfe  of  the  equity  of 
the  law,  he  was  prepared  to  embrace  the  gofpel  with  the  moft 
cordial  affe&ion.  With  tranfporting  joy  and  gratitude  he 
receives  the  bleffed  information  of  a  great  and  glorious  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  hath  glorified  God  in  the  higheft,  while  he  hath 
made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofst,  He  readily  admits 
falvation  is  all  of  grace,  and  rejoices  that  God  can  at  the 
fame  time  be  juft,  and  yet  the  juftifier  of  the  ungodly,  who 
believeth  in  Jefus.  He  welcomes  thefe  heavenly  tidings,  as 
worthy  of  all  acceptation ;  and  he  longs  to  impart  them  to 
'others,  confcious  that  nothing  can  fo  glorify  all  the  divine 
perfections,  nothing  can  fo  fecure  the  happinefs  of  his  fel- 
low-finners  as  the  gofpel  of  the  bleffed  Redeemer. 

The  primary  objekls  that  demand  our  zeal,  ate,  the  glory 
of  God ,  and  the  good  of  mankind.— rTbe  infinitely  glorious 
God  is  the firft  object  of  benevolence  to  every  virtuous  mind : 
and  though  we  cannot  increafe  his  effential  glory  and  blifs, 
we  may  be  inftrumental  in  the  advancement  of  bks  ■  declara¬ 
tive  glory ,  and  fubferve  his  gracious  purpofe  of  communi¬ 
cating  his  fulnefs  to  his  needy  creatures. — He  that  truly 
regards  the  glory  of  the  Creator,  will  be  alfo  a  zealous 
friend  to  the  interefts  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Could  a  true 
faint  have  information  of  God’s  being  glorified  and  enjoyed 
in  diftant  worlds,  it  would  give  him  heart-felt  joy.  But  his 
fphere  of  action  is  confined.  He  has  at  prefent  no  opportu¬ 
nity  to  glorify  God  but  among  his  own  fpecies.  This  is 
the'  world  where  God  has  chofen  to  magnify  his  grace  in  the 
falvation  of  dinners :  and  here  only  are  we  called  to  fubferve 
his  glorious  defigns. — The  glory  of  God$  and  the  welfare  of 
his  kingdom  among  men,,  are  moft  intimately  and  infepara- 
bly  connected  $  indeed  they  involve  each  other.  For  you 
Cannot  manifeft  any  zealous  regard  for  the  glory  of  your 
Lord,  but  as  you  endeavour  to  bring  others  to  know,  love 
and  enjoy  him,  and  devote  themfelves  wholly  to  his  fer- 
vice.  Nor  can  you  difcover  true  zeal  for  the  higheft  interefts 
of  your  fellow  ^nen,  without  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to 
the  knowledge,  love,  enjoyment  and  refemblance  of  God. 

The  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  the  practice  of  Holi¬ 
ness,  are  the  principal  means  of  advancing  the  kingdom  of 
God  among  men ;  and  confequently,  are  neceflary  objedls  of 
chriftian  zeal. 

Zeal  for  the  diffusion  of  truth,  is  eftentially  requifite 
to  the  promotion  of  the  divine  glory,  and  the  manifeftation 
of  our  goad  will  to  men. — For  God  cannot  be  glorified,  ac¬ 
tively  and  intentionally,  unlefs  he  is  known  in  his  true  moral 
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character.  It  ftiould,  therefore,  be  our  inceflant  concern  fte 
form  juft  ideas  of  his  glorious  perfections,  and  to  make  known 
his  glory  and  excellency  to  others. — God  cannot  be  enjoyed 
without  being  loved ,  and  he  cannot  be  loved  without  being 
known ;  if,  therefore,  we  with  to  promote  the  happinels  ot 
our  fellow-men,  we  inuft  endeavour  to  teach  them  the  good 
knowledge  of  the  Lord. — W rang  ideas  of  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  capital  miftakes  in  religion. 
Chriftian  zeal  will  excite  you  to  labour  after  an  increaling 
acquaintance  with  divine  truth.  Knowing  that  God  has 
magnified  hi's  word  above  all  his  name,  you  will  be  zealous 
for  the  honour  of  the  facred  fcriptures.  \  ou  will  ftudy 
their  harmonious  contents,  and  be  charmed  with  the  blefted 
difcoveries  they  contain.  You  will  defire  impartially  to  re¬ 
gard  every  truth,  and  wifh  to  enter  deeper  and  deeper  into 
the  treafures  of  divine  wifdom.  Meanwhile  you  will  be 
concerned  to  feel  anfwerable  affedfions  attending  your  own 
knowledge  of  facred  truth  ;  fenfible  that  fpiritual  knowledge 
is  ever  attended  with  holy  aftedfions,  and  that  merely  fpecu- 
lative  notions,  without  fincere  and  cordial  love  to  the  truth, 
would  only  prove  aggravations  of  guilt.  You  will  therefore 
attend  to  the  fandlifying  influence  of  the  truth  on  your  hearts 
and  lives,  and  be  concerned  that  others  may,  in  like  manner, 
manifeft  that  they  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it. 

The  propagation  of  the  truth ,  and  the  practice  of  holinefsr 
have  a  moft  intimate  connection  and  reciprocal  influence 
on  each  other,  and  are  therefore  the  united  objedf  of  chriftian 
%eal.  The  beft  way  of  recommending  true  principles  to 
others,  is  to  demonftrate,  both  by  argument ,  and  efpecially 
by  their  vifihle  infuence  on  our  own  lives,  their  holy  ten¬ 
dency. — Unlefs  we  thus  enter  into  the  real  fpirit  of  the  gofpel, 
there  will  be  the  moft  juft  ground  to  fufpedt  that  we  never 
thoroughly  undcrftood  it  ourfelves. — No  doubt  many  wretch¬ 
edly  deceive  themielves  in  this  relpedf.  They  adopt  certain 
phrafes,  without  entering. into  their  genuine  meaning;  and 
while  they  profefs  uncommon  zeal  for  evangelical  truth,  if 
they  were  aware  of  the  full  import  of  the  dodfrines  of  grace* 
they  would  rejedt  them  with  the  moft  bitter  hatred.  But,  alas ! 
their  embracing  them,  as  they  hold  themy  and  defending  them 
in  the  manner  they  defend  thcmf  oes  them  ten  times  more  injury 
than  any  oppofition  they  could  make  to  them.  For,  eithe f 
they  ftate  them  fo  unguardedly  as  to  make  one  part  of  re¬ 
vealed  truth  clafli  with  another,  pouring  contempt  on  the  law 
tinder  pretence  of  honouring  the  gofpel: — or ,  they  difgrace: 
their  evangelical  talk  by  their  ungodly  walk  and  converfation  y 
indulging  themielves  in  intemperancey  or  minding  earthly 
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things,  as  if  their  eyes  and  their  heart  were  only  for  their 
tvvetoujnefs :  or  finally,  while  they  abftain  from  flejhly  lufts, 
they  are  wholly  under  the  dominion  of  fpiritual  pride,  ran¬ 
corous  bitternefs,  party  fpirit,  and  notorious  felf-righteouf- 
nefs,  though  they  fuppofe  themlelves  fo  far  from  that  evil. 

The  true  believer  is  peculiarly  zealous  for  the  Practice  of 
Holinefs ,  even  univerfal  bolinefs ,  or  holinefs  in  all  manner  of 
conversation*)  for  he  hath  refpedi  unto  all  God’s  commandments. 
His  ardent  defire  is  to  experience  himfelf  more  of  the  power 
of  godlinefs ,  and  to  fubferve  its  promotion  in  others,  f  or 
the  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation,  teacheth  him  to 
deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  righ- 
teoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world. — He  is  zealous  for 
fobriety ,  for  temperance,  chaftity,  felf-demal,  humility,  and 
felf-government;  fincerely  defiring,  through  the  Spirit,  to 
mortify  the  lufts  of  the  fief)  and  the  lufts  of  the  mind ;  that 
his  bodily  appetites,  and  his  mental  paffions,  may  be  brought 
into  fubj edfion  to  the  divine  'will. — dde  is  zealous  for 
rightebufnefs  in  all  his  dealings  with  men ;  careful  of  his  ac¬ 
tions  ^  that  they  are  not  injurious  to  others,  but  that  he  may 
evidently  do  unto  others  as  he  could  reafonably  defire  they 
might  do  unto  him;  he  is  concerned  to  owe  no  man  any 
thing  but  love,  and  that  love  which  he  continues  to  owe,  he 
is  zealous  conftantly  to  pay:  he  is  careful  of  his  words ,  not 
to  ofFend  the  law  of  truth,  the  law  of  kindnefs,  or  the  law 
of  purity  and  edification;  he  is  careful  of  his  very  thoughts , 
left  he  ftiould  injure  others  by  unjuft  fufpicions  and  evil  fur*- 
mifes,  or  even  left  he  flrould  unfit  himfelf  for  a  readinefs  to 
do  them  good,  by  needlefsly  dwelling  upon  their  real  faults. 
He  is  zealous  for  godlinefs’,  for  the  worfliip  of  God,  public 
and  private,  for  the  ordinances  of  his  houfe,  for  gofpel  in- 
ftitutions,  in  their  original  fimplicity  and  purity,  as  far  as 
he  has  light  into  the  will  of  God  concerning  them :  but 
especially  for  internal  religion,  for  repentance  towards  God, 
and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  for  fupreme  love  to 
God,  fubmiftion  and  refignation  to  his  will,  and  real  con¬ 
formity  to  his  moral  perfections. — Thefe  are  the  great  cl- 
fentials  of  religion,  which  he  afpires  after  an  increasing  en¬ 
joyment  of  himfelf,  and  burns  with  zeal  againft  the  oppoiite 
evils  in  his  own  brealt.  And  this  is  the  religion  he  is  zealous 
to  promote  among  mankind:  it  is  not  a  name,  a  form,  or  a 
party,  which  he  longs  to  fee  prevail,  but  real  powerful  goa- 
lineSs,  ruling  in  the  heart,  and  regulating  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  life. 

He  is  zealous  for  the  converfion  of  finners .  What  an  ho- 
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nour  would  he  account  it  to  be  inftrumental  in  bringing 
others  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  that  are  now- 
grangers  and  enemies  to  him  !  It  is  true,  the  judicious  chri- 
llian  is  led,  by  the  divine  word,  by  a  reflection  on  his  own 
experience,  and  by  obfervation  of  the  Hate  of  mankind,  to, 
entertain  fuch  a  convi&ion  of  the  total  depravity  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart,  and  the  infuperable  obftinacy  of  the  rebellious 
will  of  man,  that  he  would  defpair  of  the  converfion  of  any 
firmer  in  the  world,  without  the  regenerating  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Hence  one  principal  effeCl  of  godly  zeal 
will  be,  his  abounding  in  fervent  prayer  for  divine  power  to 
attend  the  ordinances  of  God’s  houfe.  But  though  regenera¬ 
tion ,  flriclly  fpeaking,  be  allowed  to  be  the  immediate  effeCt 
of  divine  agency,  beyond  and  above  the  ufe  of  means ,  yet 
God  is  accuftomed  to  employ  them  in  bringing  Tinners  un¬ 
der  thofe  awakenings  and  convi&ions  that  ufu ally  precede 
regeneration  \  and  it  is  likewife  in  the  ufe  of  means,  that  the 
fecret  influence  of  renewing  grace,  is  manifefled  by  aflive 
converjion .  There  is  therefore  nothing  in  the  dodfrine  of 
Efficacious  Grace,  when  rightly  explained,  that  tends  to 
clifcourage  us  from  expreffing  our  zeal  for  the  converfion  of 
fouls,  by  the  moll  diligent  ufe  of  every  means  that  is 
linted  to  inftruCI,  alarm,  or  allure  the  mind. 

Were  it  needful  to  prevent  fome  other  of  our  principles 
from  being  mifunderflood  by  thofe  who  embrace  them,  or 
mifreprefented  by  thofe  who  oppofe  them,  we  might  briefly 
fhew  that  the  doctrines  of  future  punijhment ,  of  God’s  fpecial- 
gle  fling  love ,  or  of  the  divine  decrees  in  general,  form  no  objection 
to  your  feeking  the  falvation  of  all  around  you,  and  will  be 
no  excufe  for  the  want  of  zeal  in  this  cafe.-— It  appears  from 
faCt,  as  teififled  in  the  divine  word,  that  the  wifeft  and  moffc 
benevolent  of  beings  did  not  think  it  would  tend  to  produce 
the  greateft  quantity  of  happinefs,  to  cnfure  the  final  felicity 
of  every  individual.  Sin  and  mifery  have  taken  place, 
though  we  cannot  rationally  doubt  his  ability  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  their  exigence.  We  are  fure  he  had  good  reafons. 
for  his  conduCt  in  not  hindering  the  introduction  of  evil,  and 
fear  not  but  the  final  iffue  of  events  will  fully  juftify  his  de¬ 
termination,  and  prove  the  plan  he  has  actually  adopted  to 
be  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  all  poffible  fchemes.  Though  we 
expeCt  the  apoftate  angels,  and  a  confiderable  number  of 
our  own  fpecies,  will  be  ipiferable  for  ever,  we  are  perfuaded 
that  when  all  the  faved  are  made  perfeCt  in  benevolence, 
they  will  applaud  the  conduCt.  of  the  Great  Supreme,  and 
all  heaven  will  refound  with  hallelujahs,  though  the  fmoke  of 

their  torment,  who  pcrfifled  ip  impenitence,  lhall  afeend  for 
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ever  and  ever..— But  God’s  decrees  are  unknown  to  us 
till  their  accomplifiiment.  We  know  not  one  individual 
that  he  hath  determined  to  abandon  to  his  own  lufts.  it  is 
©ur  part  to  exert  ourfelves,  in  the  prefent  Aate,  with  the 
warmed  zeal,  warning  every  mein,  and  teaching  every  inan^ 
with  an  ardent  defire  to  prefent  every  man  per  fell  In  Chrifl 
Jefus.  Who  would  excufe  a  watchman,  who,  perceiving 
lire  breaking  out  in  a  houfe,  fliould  negled  any  attempt  to 
alarm  the  family,  and,  after  they  were  burnt  to  death,  fliciud 
plead  that  God 'had  decreed  they  fliould  be  confumed  ?  The 
fulfilment  of  God’s  fecret  will  in  their  death,  would  not  prove 
it  contrary  to  his  revealed  will  that  he  fliould  be  put  to  death 
for  his  negled.  Or,  where  is  the  predeftinarian  who  loves 
money,  who  would  infer,  becaufe  he  never  fliall  get  moie 
than  God  has  determined,  that  therefore  he  need  not  ufe 
means  to  oblige  his  cuftomers,  or  to  engage  them  to  come 
to  his  fhop,  &c.  Alas  !  if  fome,  who  fcandalize  our  prin¬ 
ciples,  did  but  love  God’s  glory,  and  the  fouls  of  men,  as 
well  as  they  love  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs,  they  would 
eafily  underhand  the  eonfiAency  of  the  dodrine  of  the  de¬ 
crees,  with  thei-r  laying  out  themfelves  continually,  to  im¬ 
prove  every  talent,  and  to  ufe  every  opportunity,  to  fecurc 
thefe  bjefied  objects.  InAead  of  being  excufed  from  adivity 
in  the  caufe  of  God,  by  the  dodrine  cf  fevereign,  efficacious 
grace,  that  truth  is  highly  neceAary  to  fupport  tfie  truly  be¬ 
nevolent  mind,  under  the  difeouragements  which  would 
arife  from  a  yiew  of  human  depravity,  as  not  only  atteAed 
in  feripture,  but  confirmed  by  evident  fad.  A  man  tho¬ 
roughly  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  truth  and  holiliefs 
might  welffink  into  defpair,  upon  perceiving  that  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againjl  (yod ,  cannot  brook  lubjedion  to  his 
law,  nor  be  induced  fincerely  to  comply  with  the  gofpef  by 
the  wifeA  and  beA  of  means  ;  if  It  were  not  for  the  comfort¬ 
able  aAurance  that  God  can  turn  the  heart,  and  take  away 
the  very  difpofition  to  refiA,  by  the  energy  of  his  Spirit ;  and 
were  he  not  alfo  affured  that  he  has  promifed  and  predeter¬ 
mined  to  effed  this  happy  change  on  an  innumerable  mul¬ 
titude  of  the  children  of  men. 

But  the  zealous  friend  of  the  Redeemer  is  not  only  con¬ 
cerned  to  fee  multitudes  efpoufe  his  cauie  \  he  ardently  de¬ 
fines  that  ail  the  profeffed  followers  of  ChriA  may  evidence 
the  fincerity  of  their  attachment  to  him  by  their  growth  in 
grace ,  or  their  progrefs  in  the  ways  of  Holme] s.  He  is  zealous 
for  perfonal  religion .  Pie  feels  his  own  imperfedions,  and 
is  humbled  on  their  account.  He  finds  his  heart  is  perpe¬ 
tually  prone  to  wander  from  God ;  and  the  more  he  knows 

E  e  4  A, 


428  THE  NORTHAMPTON  LETTER, 

it,  the  more  he  diftrufts  it.  Zeal  for  God  makes  him  jea¬ 
lous  of  himfelf,  left  he  fhould  ever  deal  t r each erou fly  with 
his  beft  friend.  When  moft  adfive  in  his  fervice,  he  con- 
fiders  his  exertions  as  miferably  languid,  compared  with  the 
obligations  he  feels  himfelf  under.  But  to  think  of  openly 
dilgracing  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  or  only  fecretly  backfliding 
from  his  God,  would  be  enough  to  break  his  heart,  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  bafenefs  and  ingratitude  of  fuch  conduct.  How 
fervently  does  he  pray,  Never  let  them  that  feck  thee  be  ajhamed 
for  my  fake ,  O  God !  Yea,  no  degrees  of  grace  will  fatisfy 
him.  Perfection  is  the  mark  he  aims  at.  And  he  cannot 
be  fatisfied  till  he  fully  apprehends  that  for  which  he  was 
apprehended  of  Chrift.  Mean- while  he  longs  to  fee  his 
brethren  partake  the  fame  bleflednefs  which  he  pants  after 
himfelf.  Though  more  ready  to  fufpetft  himfelf  than  others, 
becaufe  he  knows  moft  of  himfelf,  yet  he  is  aware  alfo  that 
the  beft  of  his  fellow-chriftians  are  far  from  what  they  fhould 
be ;  he  watches  over  them  with  a  godly  jealoufy,  and  entreats 
that  they  would  do  the  fame  by  him.  Love  to  God  and 
love  to  the  brethren  unite  in  exciting  him  to  guard  them 
againft  temptations,  elpecially  fuch  that  he  himfelf  has  fuffer- 
ed  by.  He  watches  not  for  their  halting,  but  would  gladly 
prevent  it.  He  mourns  for  the  mifearriages  of  profeffors, 
and  longs  to  fee  all  that  name  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
united  in  the  clofeft  bonds  of  love  to  each  other,  and  moft 
thoroughly  conformed  to  his  bleffed  image.  Surely  then  the 
zealous  chriftian  may  always  find  enough  to  do  for  God, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  there  is  infinite  reafon  that  he 
fhould  not  be  flothful,  but  always  abound  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  He  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  f elf  fame  thing  is 
God who  hath  given  us  the  earnejl  of  his  Spirit :  this  may 
vrell  encourge  us  to  afpire  after  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
hope  fet  before  us  ;  and  though  not  warranted  to  conclude 
we  fnall  fully  attain  our  wifti  in  this  life,  yet  we  are  confi¬ 
dent  God  hath  not  fet  us  fuch  narrow  limits,  as  that  any  of 
us  need  flacken  our  pace,  on  the  fuppofition  that  we  are  got 
as  near  to  the  mark  as  we  can  be  in  this  world ;  nor  need 
we  leave  off  combating  with  our  fpiritual  enemies,  upon  the 
fuppofition  that  no  farther  vidfory  can  be  obtained  over  them 
while  in  this  militant  ftate. 

Dear  brethren,  we  have  hitherto  treated  this  fubjedl  chief¬ 
ly  in  a  dejeriptive  wa y.  We  have  given  you  a  definition  cf 
Christian  Zeal, — ewe  have  reprefented  its  general  nature^ 

> — and  pointed  out  its  principal  objects  : — Jf  you  begin  to  feel 
the  importance  of  the  fubjedb,  perhaps  you  are  by  this  time 
wi filing  fipr  foine  more  particular  directions,  how  you 
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fiiould  manifefl  your  zeal  for  God,  how  you  fhould  dlfcover 
your  regard  for  his  glory,  and  for  his  kingdom  among  men? 
You  are  ready  to  afk,  what  can  we  do  more  to  promote  the 
falvation  of  fouls,  and  the  profperity  of  the  church,  than 
we  have  done  already?  Dear  brethren,  if  you  are  fufficiently 
in  earned:  in  thefe  enquiries,  you  may  eafily  obtain  an  anfwer 
to  them.  It  is  true,  you  are  not  all  in  the  fame  ftations,  you 
have  not  all  the  fame  talents  and  opportunities j  but  each  in 
his  refpe&ive  fituation  may  doubtlefs  find  employment  in 
Yubferving  the  dear  and  glorious  caufe.  Had  we  a  greater 
meafure  of  zeal,  a  variety  of  means  would  appear  at  hand, 
which  have  hitherto  been  ftrangely  overlooked  and  ne¬ 
glected.  r 

Brethren,  let  us  ufe  the  ftile  of  exhortation  as  mod:  fuited 
to  the  interefting  nature  of  the  fubjeCL— Let  your  zeal  begin 
at  home.  Walk  clofely  with  God.  Let  your  fouls  follow 
hard  after  him.  Shew  that  you  are  ftrangers  and  pilgrims 
upon  the  earth,  whofe  converfation  is  in  heaven.  Let  your 
fpirits  make  diligent  fearch  into  your  real  llate  Godward. 
Let  zeal  againft  fin  appear  in  detecting  and  oppofmg  the  evils 
of  your  own  hearts.  Be  more  fevere  and  rigorous  in  regard  to 
your  own  tempers  and  practices  ;  in  condemning,  bewailing 
and  oppofmg  whatever  is  contrary  to  the  life  of  a  chriftian, 
than  you  can  be  concerning  others.  Beware  of  fpiritual 
pride  and  oftentation.  Indulge  not  vain  fell-complacency 
in  prefent  attainments,  but  ardently  prefs  toward  the  mark. 
Let  it  appear  that  your  hatred  of  fin  is  univerfal  3  that  you 
hate  every  falfe  way.  Be  holy  in  ail  manner  of  converfa¬ 
tion  and  godlinefs.  Let  every  thing  you  engage  in  be  made 
fubfervient  to  religion.  Do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  If  re¬ 
ligion  is  thus  evidently  treated  as  your  main  and  only  con¬ 
cern,  what  weight  will  this  give  to  your  own  te-ftimony,  and 
that  of  your  mini  fliers  in  its  favour!  Nothing  can  tend  more 
to  the  convi&ion  of  finners,  the  animation  of  your  brethren, 
and  the  confufion  of  all  who  perfift  in  their  oppofition  to 
God’s  truth  and  ways. 

Were  all  your  hearts,  brethren,  enflamed  with  more  holy 
zeal,  how  many  ways  are  there  in  which,  not  only  minifters, 
but  private  chriftians,  might  hope  to  be  inftrumental  to  the 
converfion  of  fouls!  Would  it  not  excite  you  to  greater 
diligence  in  inftruCting  your  own  families,  your  dear  children 5 
your  fervants ,  all  thole  that  God  in  his  providence  has  more 
immediately  committed  to  your  care  ? — Would  it  not  engage 
you  to  forward  the  inftruCtion  of  others  by  every  means  in 
your  power  ?  Many  might  do  more  fervice  than  they 
have  yet  done,  by  religious  converfation  with  their 
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neighbours,  efpecially  in  times  of  Tcknefs :  vifiting  the 
poor  particularly,  and  relieving  their  neceffities,  and.  at 
the  fame  time  giving  them  feafonable  advice,  and  offering 
to  pray  with  them.  If  you  have  but  fmall  gifts  for  intrud¬ 
ing  them  yourfelves,  might  you  not  take  a  book  with  you 
and  read  to  them ;  and  either  lend  it,  or  give  it  them  as  you 
can  afford  ?  Scott  on  Repentance,  Hallyburton* s  Great  Con¬ 
cern,  Guthrie's  Trial  of  a  Saving  inter  eft  in  Chrift,  &c. 
would  be  very  proper  for  fuch  purpofes.  How  much  good 
might  richer  chriftians  do,  by  giving  away  thefe,  and  other 
books,  among  their  neighbours!  How  many  ways  might  they 
find  of  gratifying  a  benevolent  fpirit,  if  they  had  more  ar¬ 
dent  zeal  for  God  !  Much  good  might  be  done  to  the 
riiino-  generation  by  encouraging  Sunday  Schools,  and 
other  charity  fchools,  efpecially  if  the  fubferibers  would 
infped  them,  and  affift  in  them  occafionally  them- 
felves.  If  all  our  church-members,  and  the  conftant 
hearers  of  the  gofpel,  had  more  zeal,  they  would  open  their 
houfes  for  the  preaching  of  God's  vrord  in  many  dark  villages, 
and  encourage  it  by  their  own  attendance  5  and  by  felting  up 
: meetings  of  prayer ,  and  reading  fermons  to  their  neighbours, 
would"  labour  to  diffufe  divine  knowledge.  Unfpeakable 
weight  would  be  added  to  all  your  inftrueftions,  and  to  the 
occafional  difeourfes  of  your  minifters,  if  your  neighbours  in 
every  village  were  conftrainea  to  allow  that  all  your  deport¬ 
ment  was  confident  and  exemplary;  if  religious  fervants 
were  more  diligent,  faithful,  fober  and  peaceable  than  any 
others  :  tradefmen,  hufbandmen,  and  others,  more  pundfual, 
equitable,  beneficent,  &c.  always  difpofed  to  do  good,  even 
to  enemies  and  perfecutors  ;  ready  to  deny  themfelves  for  the 
fake  of  ferving  their  neighbours,  and  never  fo  happy  as  when 
opportunities  offer  of  honouring  God,  and  exprefling  kind- 
nefs  to  their  fellow-men.  Can  you  doubt  of  it,  brethren, 
that  if  every  one  was  unweariedly  employed  in  feeking 
the  honour  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  accompanying  thefe  ef¬ 
forts  with  ftrong  cries  and  prayers  to  God  for  his  blefling, 
this  labour  of  love  would  not  he  in  vain  in  the  Lord  ?—  It 
would  efpecially  be  an  hopeful  fymptom  of  an  approaching 
revival,  if  chriftian  churches  were  induced  more,  generally 
to  unite  in  the  frequent  obfervance  of  days  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  a  practice  which  has  too  much  funk  into  difufe. 
among  proteftant  di (Tenters,  in  the  prefent  century ;  but  of 
which  fome  of  our  brethren  have  attefted  the  happy  effects 
within  thelaft  year,  and  profefs  that  the  more  frequently  and 
fervently  they  have  engaged  Li  this  folemn  duty,  the  more 
fatisfaction  and  enj  oyment  they  have  found  therein,  Certainly 
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it  tends  to  increafe  our  engagednefs  of  heart  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Lord,  and  if  you  are  but  excited  to  perfift  in  thus  wr eft- 
ling  with  God,  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  you  muft  and  will 
be  fuccefsful. 

O  that  we  were  indeed  infpired  with  greater  zeal  for  the  di¬ 
vine  glory,  for  the  honour  of  religion;  for  a  clofer  union  among 
all  true  chriftians  ;  for  purity  of  do&rine  ;  lor  the  fupport  of 
in  our  difcipline  churches,  for  the  pradtice  of  pure  and  undefil¬ 
ed  religion  !— ' The  limits  of  our  letter  prohibit  enlargement  ; 
we  muft  only  add  a  few  neceftary  cautions,  and  {hall  then 
clofe  with  fome  animating  motives. 

Units  zeal  for  principle  and  for  practice*  All  evangelical 
truth  is  of  a  holy  tendency,  and  is  either  mifunderftood,  or 
you  do  not  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  it,  if  it  does  not  regu¬ 
late  your  tempers  and  influence  your  lives.  On  the  other 
hand,  nothing  can  fo  happily  promote  beneficence,  integrity, 
and  equity  towards  men,  and  piety  towards  God,  as  evan¬ 
gelical  truth.  Indeed  there  can  be  no  genuine  piety  with¬ 
out  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  our  regard  to  our  fellow  men 
will  prove  eftentially  defective,  and  will  be  found  to  flow 
merely  from  "worldly  policy,  or  fome  modification  of  lelf-love, 
if  it  has  not  vital  faith  for  its  fource. 

Let  your  zeal  be  confident  and  univerfal.  Confider  the 
connection  between  the  feveral  branches  of  religious  truth ; 
efpecially  between  the  law  and  the  gofpel. —  They  who  deny 
{tie  infinite  glory  and  atoning  facrifice  of  the  Redeemer,  can¬ 
not  have  any  very  exalted  views  of  the  moral  government 
of  God.  They  muft  deny  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  the  unalter¬ 
able  equity  of  the  law,  and  confequently  the  infinite  love- 
linefs  of  the  Deity,  and  the  infinite  importance  of  fupport- 
ing  its  authority.  Thus,  by  detra&ing  from  the  dignity  of 
the  Saviour ,  they  equally  degrade  the  dignity  of  the  Law¬ 
giver  and  moral  Governor  of  the  world. — No  man  can  un¬ 
derftand  the  law  of  God,  without  feeing  his  need  of  the 
gofpel ;  as  no  one  can  underftand  the  gofpel ,  without  leeing 
therein  God’s  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  law :  nor  can  he 
approve  of  Chrift,  unlefs  he  approves  of  his  mediation,  in 
this  view,  as  fecuring  the  honour  of  God  as  a  righteous 
law-giver. — Many  of  old  were  zealous  for  the  law  of  Mofes, 
who  did  not  underftand  the  fpirituality  of  the  moral  law,  nor 
the  meaning  of  the  ceremonial ,  nor  the  nobleft  defign  of  the 
whole  Mofiac  difpenfation,  and  fo  went  about  to  eftablifh 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  in  oppofition  to  the  eflential  righte- 
oufnefs  of  the  divine  nature,  as  well  as  to  God’s  eftabliihed 
method  of  juftifying  finners.  Many  in  the  prefent  day  tread 
in  their  fteps,  andrejedf  the  atonement  as  unnecenary. — . 

Others, 


43 %  THE  NORTHAMPTON  LETTER,  1 792. 

Others  profefs  a  great  zeal  for  free  grace  and  the  gofpel,  who 
never  faw  themfelves  to  be  fairly  condemned,  and  confe- 
quently  never  could  fee  their  real  need  of  grace;  for  it 
is  a  certain  axiom,  that  there  can  be  no  more  of  grace  in  our 
[alvationy  than  there  would  be  of  justice  in  our  condemna¬ 
tion.  Such  perfons  are  often  virulent  and  bitter  in  their  zeal, 
and  as  full  of  Pharifaic  pride  and  felf-righteoufnefs  as  any 
profeffed  advocates  for  human  merit ;  though  they  hide  it 
from  themfelves  by  a  few  free-grace  phrafes.  There  is  much 
room  to  fear  the  whole  religion  of  fuch  perfons  is  founded 
merely  in  self-love,  and  a  previous  confidence  that  they 
are  God’s  peculiar  favourites  ;  they  can  bear  to  hear  nothing 
preached  up  but  their  tuppokA  privileges  ;  and  all  inffrudlion, 
cautio/i,  admonition,  and  exhortation,  excites  their  contempt 
and  indignation.  May  your  zeal,  dear  brethren,  be  evidently 
of  a  different  kind ;  leading  you  at  once  to  lupport  the  glory 
of  God’  s  righteous  government ,  and  the  honour  of  his  love- 
reign  grace,  as  the  alone  fource  of  your  falvation. 

Manifeft  that  you  are  zealous  not  merely  for  the  letter  but 
for  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel:  that  your  zeal  is  .  not  merely  for 
the  phrafes  of  a  party,  but  for  thole  happy  effects  which 
evangelical  truth,  juftly  Hated,  and  cordially  believed,  di¬ 
rectly  tends  to  produce.  It  is  by  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  humbles,  encourages,  and  fandlifies  the 
foul,  and  hence  the  zealous  concern  of  the  believer  for  its 
fupport  and  propagation. 

Let  your  zeal  for  particular  truths  or  duties  be  in  proportion 
to  their  comparative  importance.  Though  no  part  of  religi¬ 
ous  truth  is  trivial  or  ufelefs,  all  the  doclrines  of  God’s 
word  are  not  equal  in  their  importance.  It  indicates  a  dif- 
tempered  zeal  when  perfons  are  violent  in  their  defence  of 
lelTer  points,  on  which  it  is  evident  that  true  faints  have 
had  different  apprehenfions  in  the  prefent  imperfect  Hate  of 
the  church,  and  at  the  fame  time  languid  in  their  fupport  of 
the  more  effential  dodlrines  of  chriftianity,  in  which  there 
is  a  much  greater  agreement  among  all  humble  and  holy 
fouls.  If  our  zeal  is  well  proportioned  it  will  not  fuffer 
a  little  difference  to  difunite  us,  more  than  our  agree¬ 
ment  on  many  more  important  articles  can  endear  us  to 
each  other.  Nor  {hall  we,  as  the  cafe  has  fometimes  been* 
oppofe  thofe  the  molt  warmly,  who  come  the  neareft  to  our 
fentiments,  without  agreeing  in  every  punctilio. — Thus  alfo, 
as  to  practice,  negledl  no  duty,  but  {hew  the  greateff  zeal  for 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law  j  and  let  oppofition  to  fin 
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be  again#  every  falfe  way .  A  counterfeit  zeal  is  only  again#: 
fome  particular  fin*  like  Jehu’s  again#  the  worftiip  of  Baal3 
but  not  again#  the  worfhip  of  the  Golden  Calves.  u  Thus 
u  fome  will  feem  to  be  very  zealous  again#  profanenefs,  and 
«  pride  in  apparel,  &c.  who  themfelves  are  notorious  for 
«  covetoufnefs,  clofenefs,  and  it  may  be  backbiting,  envy, 
«  turbulency  of  fpirit,  and  rooted  ill-will  to  thofe  who  have 
“  offended  them.” 

Watch  and  pray  that  your  zeal  may  be  attended  with  the 
exercile  of  humility, felf-deniah  rneeknefs ,  patience 9  and  real 
prudence ;  otherwife  you  may  greatly  injure  the  caufe  you 
mean  to  promote,  and  give  your  enemies  opportunity  to 
reproach  the  ways  of  God.  Never  was  any  mere  man  mors 
Zealous  than  Paul,  yet  he  united  much  caution  and  cir- 
cumfpedtion  with  his  zeal,  I  Cor.  x.  32,  33*  an^  exhorted 
others  to  the  fame  practice,  Rohm  xv.  1,  2.  xii.  15.  xiv.  i6„ 
19.  Eph.  iv.  5. — It  is  fpiritual  pride  that  leads  us  to  difregard 
all  confequences,  and  to  defpife  the  idea  of  guarding  our 
temper  and  conduct,  left,  when  we  have  been  warm  in  a  good 
caufe,  our  zeal  ftiould  degenerate  into  mere  party-fpirit,  or 
become  mixed  with  fome  corrupt  principle. 

T  rue  zeal  will  actuate  you  to  oppofe  error  and  fin ,  and  you 
mu#  not  be  flack  in  that  oppofition,  but  never  forget  two 
cautions  concerning  it.  (1.)  Let  the  oppofition  your  zeal 
makes  to  evil  be  frflly  and  chief y  directed  again#  the  evils 
of  your  own  hearts  and  lives;  and,  (2.)let  the  oppofition 
vour  zeal  excites  you  to  make  again#  error  and  iniquity  in 
others,  be  evidently  the  oppofition  of  love.  Shew  that  it  is 
love  to  God  and  man,  which  inkindles  your  refentment 
again#  fentiments  or  pradbices  that  would  difhonour  him,  or 
injure  them.  Manifeft  that  love  even  to  the  fouls  of  thofe 
perfons  whofe  opinions  and  practices  you  oppofe,  conftrains 
vou  to  that  oppofition,  and  induces  you  to  conduct  your- 
felves  in  that  manner  which  you  hope  will  be  be#  fuited  to 
reclaim  them  from  the  evil  of  their  way.  And  be  fure  u(e 
no  unhallowed  weapons  in  defence  of  the  caufe  you  eipoule, 
but  only  fuch  as  are  authorifed  by  truth  and  real  benevo- 
*  fence. 

Beware,  dearly  beloved,  in  every  exercife  of  zeal,  \tftfelf~ 
love  burn  in  vour  boloms,  inftead  of  difinterefted  benevolence. 
Nothing  sail  be  more  oppofed  to  the  fervor  of  true  bene¬ 
volence,  than  the  fervor  of  felfifhnefs.  Yet,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  faggefted,  this  mo#  hateful  temper  may  fometimes  put 
on  the  garb  of  religion,  and  even  of  evangelical  religion.  A. 
iiian  having  been  terrified  bv  the  tower  of  God’s  anger, 
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but  who  never  faw  the  jufiice  of  his  difpleafure  againft  fin, 
may  afterwards  prefuine  that  Chrift  is  his  faviour,  though  he 
never  was  well  plcafed  with  him  for  his  righteoujnefs  fake ,  or 
becaufe  he  hath  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable  ;  yet 
the  perfuafion  of  his  own  fafety  and  exaltation,  may  infpire 
him  with  plenty  of  zeal  for  what  he  calls  the  gofpel ;  and 
fuppofmg  he  is  not  bound  to  trouble  himfelf  about  moral 
duties ,  he  has  the  more  time  to  fpend  in  defence  of  his  muti¬ 
lated  fyftem  of  religion  ;  while  he  is  deftitute  of  love  to 
God,  and  full  of  hatred  to  men,  except  thole  of  his  own 
party.  He  regards  what  he  calls  God,  merely  as  the  image 
of  himfelf,  and  as  having  the  fame  partial  regard  for  him* 
which  he  has  for  himfelf:  caring  nothing  for  the  divine 
chara&er,  or  for  the  general  good,,  he  is  not  anxious  to 
prove  the  confiftency  of  the  method  of  falvation  with  the 
divine  perfections  and  government,  but  accounts  it  all  loft 
labour  if  others  engage  in  that  attempt :  And  if  he  fhould 
lofe  his  confidence,  and  but  fufpedt  that  God  will  deal  with 
hint)  as  he  expects  he  will  with  the  major  part  of  mankind,  his 
love  would  be  immediately  turned  into  bare-faced  enmity, 
and  he  would  be  ready  to  blafpheme  the  ruler  of  the  Ikies.— 
There  needed  no  regeneration  to  produce  fuch  religion  as 
this.  Do  not  even  firmer s ,  faid  our  Lord,  love  thofe  that  love 
them  ?  It  was  not  founded  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  divine 
glory,  but  all  originated  in  a  fuppofed  immediate  witnefs  to 
his  perfonal  fafety.  The  more  of  this  religion  men  have, 
the  more  they  are  inflated  with  pride,  and  inflamed  with  ran¬ 
cour,  againft  all  who  fubmit  not  implicitly  to  their  dogma¬ 
tical  aflertions,  and  arrogant  claims  of  infallibility.  This 
fire  cometh  from  beneath,  and  it  burns  like  the  devouring 
flames  of  hell.  W e  exhort  you,  brethren,  not  only  to  be¬ 
ware  of  the  predominance  of  fuch  a  counterfeit  zeal,  but  of 
every  corrupt  mixture  of  the  kind,  and  of  whatever  would 
tend  to  nourifh  fo  hateful  a  difpoftion. 

But  it  is  time  to  dole  with  fome  motives  Tinted  to  ex¬ 
cite  you,  beloved,  to  greater  degrees  of  genuine  zeal  for 
God  and  his  blefied  caufe. 

The  firft  motive  we  fhall  urge  is,  the  extent  and  magnitude 
of  the  objedl  of  true  benevolence.  Its  ohjedl,  we  obferved,  is 
univerfal  Being ,  including  God  and  his  intelligent  creatures.*, 
feeking  the  welfare  of  every  individual,  as  far  as  it  confifts 
with  the  greatefi  good  of  the  whole  fyftem  ;  which  is  corn- 
prifed  in  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  perfection  and  happincf- 
of  his  kingdom.—  God’s  efieniial  glory,  or  his  intrinfie  excel¬ 
lence  and  infinite  felicity,  cannot  be  increafed  or  diminifhed. 
But  this  confideration  is  no  a  more  reafon  why  any  individual 
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fhould  neglect  his  fervice,  or  difregard  his  declarative  glory, 
than  it  would  be  for  all  created  beings  to  do  fo.  Rather  the 
iupreme  excellence  of  Jehovah,  from  whence  his  fupreme 
happinefs  neceflarily  relults,  is  the  primary  ground  upon 
which  all  his  creatures  are  required  to  live  to  Him,  and  not 
to  themfelves.  And  though  his  ejfential  glory  is  ever  the 
fame,  his  manifcjlative  or  declarative  glory  admits  of  increafe, 
and  we  may  be  the  honoured  inftruinents  of  advancing  it  j 
for  this  confifts  in  the  difeovery  and  communication  of  his 
fulnefs  to  his  creatures. — In  proportion  as  God  is  known 
and  loved  by  rational  creatures,  their  prefent  happinefs  is 
promoted,  and  their  future  felicity  afeertained.  Hence  love  to 
GW,  and  love  to  man,  unite  in  urging  you  inceflantly  to  aim 
at  the  advancement  of  your  Creator’s  glory,  and  at  the  good 
of  your  fellow-men. — Confider  the  caufe  you  efpoufe  is  that 
of  GOD,  the  Greatefl  and  Beft  of  Beings.  And  the  in- 
terefl  of  his  kingdom  comprehends  the  whole  of  intelligent 
exiftences,  except  only  thofe  final  impenitents,  who  perfift 
in  oppofing  their  Maker,  who  are  lefs  than  nothing  in  com¬ 
panion  with  Him,  againft  whom  they  have  revolted  without 
caufe.  And  as  to  created  beings,  how  many  more  are  there 
for  us,  than  all  that  are  again?!  us  ?  The  glorious  angels 
participate  the  happy  confequences  of  redemption,  though 
in  a  more  indirect  manner  than  the  ranfomed  children  of 
men.  Though  they  never  tranfgrefled  the  divine  law,  and 
therefore  never  needed  falvation,  they  feel  the  molt  raptur¬ 
ous  joy  at  the  repentance  of  every  faved  foul,  and  contem¬ 
plate  with  unfpeakable  profit  the  harmonious  manifeftation 
of  the  divine  perfedtions  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift. — We  have 
room  to  believe,  that  at  length  all  the  friends  of  God  in  all 
parts  of  the  univerfe,  even  though  refiding  in  diftants  worlds, 
fhall  be  known  to  one  another^  and  the  happinefs  of  every 
individual  fhall  make  fome  addition  to  the  happinefs  of  each 
other. — In  other  cafes,  we  expedt,  that  if  people  are  zeal¬ 
ous  at  all,  their  zeal  will  bear  fome  proportion  to  the  great - 
nefs  of  the  enterprize  in  which  they  are  engaged.  Let  it 
be  fo  here.  Every  thing  elfe,  in  which  the  affedtions  and 
pafiions  of  mankind  can  be  engaged,  is  lefs  than  nothing 
and  vanity  when  compared  with  the  caufe  and  kingdom  of 


God. 

We  befeech  you,  holy  brethren ,  ‘partakers  of  the  heavenly 
calling ,  confider  the  Apoflle  and  High  Priefi  of  our  Prcfejfion , 
Chrift  JeJiis.  Let  the  excellency  of  his  caufe,  the  ardor 
which  he  himfelf  hath  fhewn  in  it,  the  perfonal  obligations 
You  are  under  to  him,  and  blefiings  derived  from  him  to  all 
fiis  people,  excite  your  %cal  to  the  uttormoil, — Refledt  on 
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the  original  dignity  which  he  eternally  pofleffed,  and  confU 
der  the  depth  of  humiliation  to  which  he  condefcended  for 
your  fakes,  hie  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and 
bow  did  he  exert  himfelf  then  in  the  glorious  caufe.  He 
was  unwearied  in  leeking  his  Father’s  glory;  he  made  it 
his  meat  and  drink  to  do  his  will.  He  could  truly  fay,  the 
-zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up.  He  was  perpetually  em¬ 
ployed  in  doing  good  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  though 
he  fullered  fo  inceflantly  the  contradiction  of  tinners  again  If 
himfelf.  He  put  on  righteoufnefs  as  a  breajl-plate ;  and  the 
helmet  of  falvation  was  on  his  head :  and  he  put  on  the  garments 
of  vengeance  for  his  cloathing  ;  and  he  clad  himfelf  with  zeal  as 
with  a  mantle.  He  fet  his  face  like  a  flint  againft  all  oppofl- 
tion ;  and  glorioufly  finifhed  the  work  which  his  Father  had 
given  him  to  do,  though  it  was  the  moil  arduous  talk  that 
iver  was  atchieved,  even  the  reconciliation  of  tranfgrefTors 
unto  God.  The  difficulties  in  his  way  were  fuch  as  none 
could  have  furmounted  but  himfelf,  and  it  coft  him  his  life 
to  effect  his  wonderful  defign.  He  willingly  facrificed  him¬ 
felf  to  fecure  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  in  perfect  confifK 
ency  with  the  divine  glory.  The  kingdom  of  God  among 
men,  the  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs  and  yet  of  peace,  was 
founded  in  Immanuel’s  blood.  He  knew  it  could  not  be 
eredted  at  lefs  expence ;  but  it  had  been  foretold  that  he 
fhould  not  fail,  nor  be  difcouraged,  until  he  had  fef  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  earth,  and  that  the  illes  fhould  waft  for  his  law* 
And  now  the  moil:  difficult  part  of  his  work  is  finifhed ;  he 
accomplifhed  the  purchafe  of  redemption  by  himfelf  alone. 
But  having  applied  that  falvation  to  your  hearts,  he  conde- 
fcends  to  employ  you  under  him  in  the  further  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  caufe.  Andean  you  be  languid  and  lukewarm 
in  the  fervice  of  fuch  a  friend  ?  Let  his  love,  his  dying  love, 
conftrain  you  to  imitate  his  example,  and  exert  yourlelves 
in  his  interelti  Had  he  never  died  for  you,  it  would  have 
been  robbery  of  your  Maker  to  have  employed  your  powers 
not  for  him,  but  for  another.  But  you  are  now  the  Lord’s 
by  a  new  and  more  endearing  tie.  He  has  not  only  brought 
you  out  of  a  ftate  of  non-exiftence,  but  bought  you  off  from 
that  punifhment  which  would  have  defervedly  rendered  your 
exiftence  infinitely  more  dreadful  than  non-exiftence  j  and 
now  he  has  called  you  to  glory  and  virtue.  Certainly  he 
needs  not  your  aid,  but  he  honours  you  by  employing  you 
in  his  fervice.  And  though  we  muff  confefs  that  without 
him  we  can  do  nothing,  we  ought  to  confider  ourfelves  as 
much  bound  to  activity  in  behalf  of  his  blefled  kingdom,  as 
if  its  profperity  depended  on  our  exertions. 

Let 
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Let  the  greatnefs  of  the  oppofition  that  is  made  to  the  reign 
of  God  on  earth  ftir  you  up  to  the  more  ardent  zeal. — Are  not 
the  hofts  of  hell  in  league  againft  you,  and  your  glorious  Lord? 
Are  not  the  major  part  of  mankind  {fill  engaged  on  the  fide 
of  fin  ?  And  were  not  you  yourfelves  once  adlive  enemies  to 
the  bleffed  Saviour  ?  Let  reflection  upon  your  former  fervi- 
tude  roufe  you  to  aflert  that  glorious  liberty  where  with 
Chrift  has  made  you  free.  Be  at  lead  as  aCtive  for  the  heft 
of  Mafters,  as  you  were  once  for  the  worft  of  tyrants. 
Think  how  much  difhonour  has  been  unjuftly  calf  upon  God 
by  yourfelves,  and  by  your  fellow-finners.  Refiedt  how 
greatly  God  may  be  glorified  after  all  in  your  pardon 
and  recovery.  Let  thefe  thoughts  ftimulate  you  to  adliWty 
in  glorifying  him. — Remember  the  pov/er  and  policy  of  hell 
are  engaged  againft  you,  and  yet  they  fhall  never  prevail , 
for  the  captain  of  your  falvation  has  proved  himfelf  more 
than  a  match  for  the  powers  of  darknefs.  He  has  triumphed 
glorioufly,  and  his  promife  enfures  your  victory  ;  but  it  will 
not  be  obtained  without  an  earneft  conflidl.  You  muft  en¬ 
gage  with  principalities  and  powers,  and  combat  with  ene¬ 
mies  who  once  lorded  it  over  you.  But  Omnipotence  is 
on  your  fide.  Through  your  God  you  may  do  valiantly, 
for  he  fhall  tread  down  your  enemies  lor  you. — Be  not  con¬ 
tented  with  {landing  merely  on  the  deferflve.  Carry  on  the 
war  in  the  name  of  Jelus  into  the  empire  of  your  adverfary. 
Through  the  Spirit  you  ftiall  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body, 
and  obtain  farther  conquefts  over  your  in-bred  foes.  And 
you  are  warranted  to  labour  and  hope  to  be  inftruments  of 
refeuing  others  from  the  prince  of  darknefs  that  are  now  led 
captives  by  him  at  his  will. 

Confider  the  inferable  fate  of  mankind.  O  that  you  had 
all  of  you  a  conception  of  the  extent  of  Satan’s  empire 
over  the  children  of  men.  W e  recommend  to  your  ferious 
attention,  the  {ketch  which  brother  Carey  has  lately  given 
of  the  fate  of  the  heathen  world ,  and  the  fermons  publifhed 
by  brother  Sutcliff  and  brother  Fuller  on  Jealoufyfor 
the  Lord  of  Hofls  and  the  pernicious  influence  of  delay .  In 
thefe  you  will  hnd  many  particulars,  which  we  have  not 
room  to  lay  before  you  in  this  letter,  that  will  tend,  if  you 
have  any  feelings  in  your  fouls,  to  excite  your  compafiionate 
concern  for  your  brethren  of  the  human  race,  who  fit  in 
darknefs  and  the  fhadow  of  death.  How  great  are  tneir 
prefent  miferies  !  And  what  ruin  is  before  them !  Q  the 
poor  miferable  Heathens!  Mahometans!  Papifts  !  Eaftern 
Chriftians!  Nominal  Proteftants !  What  a  flats  are  they 
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in  !  Read  books  of  hiftory  and  geography  with  tears  of  com¬ 
panion.  Let  every  newfpaper  excite  your  pity.  Open 
your  eyes,  and  look  round  your  towns,  your  villages,  yea 
round  our  congregations,  and  fee  what  multitudes  ar e  Jlnfully 
dead  to  God  ;  then  fay,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  us, 
if  we  feel  not  for  thefe  wretched  fouls  !  Yet  may  thefe  dry 
bones  live,  though  they  are  very  many  and  very  dry.  God 
can  as  eafily  convert  any  one  of  them  as  he  could  you. 
And  it  is  his  will  that  you  fhould  enquire  of  him  concerning 
thele  things,  and  feek  to  him  for  the  efrufion  of  his  Holy 
Spirit  upon  them. 

Had  we  ?nQTe  zeal  for  God-,  how  much  happier  fhould  we  he . 
Activity  is  the  beft  proof  of  life.  Exercife  is  conducive  to 
health.  The  exercife  of  grace  is  the  health  of  our  fouls. 
Brethren,  the  dreaming  lives  too  many  of  us  live,  have  but 
little  pleafure  in  them,  and  no  wonder.  Henceforth,  while  we 
live ,  let  us  live!  May  we  live  more  abundantly  to  God. 
May  we  prefs  forward  in  his  ways.  The  ivay  of  the  Lord  is 
flrength  to  the  upright.  They  that  run  therein  fhal \  not  be 
weary ;  but  if  we  only  walk ,  the  moft  that  can  be  faid  is,  we 
Jhall  not  utterly  faint.  The  mold  aaive  chriftian  will  be  or¬ 
dinarily  the  moft  happy,  the  moft  honourable,  the  moft  ufe- 
ful. — But  how  does  our  Lord  hate  lukewarmnefs,  and  how 
fhould  we  hate  it.  Read  his  meflage  to  Laodicea,  and 
tremble.  Rev.  iii.  16.  Regard  his  animating  charge,  He 
zealous ,  and  repent ,  v.  19*  Repent  of  paft  lukewarmnefs, 
and  watch  againft  it  in  future.  But  unlefs  zeal  is  continually 
in  exercife,  how  fenfibly  will  its  odious  oppofite  extend  its 
baneful  influence  over  us.  How  will  it  chill  our  hearts  and 
enervate  our  hands.  How  will  it  render  fuch  that  fhould 
be  as  the  fait  of  the  earth,  as  fait  that  hath  loft  its  favour, 
which  is  fit  only  to  be  thrown  out  and  trodden  under  foot  of 
men.  Think  of  the  many  inftances  in  which  you  have 
feen  the  love  of  others  wax  cold,  and  dread  left  the  epidemic 
infe&ion  fhould  feize  yourfelves.  See  the  a&ivity  of  your 
Lord’s  enemies,  and  let  their  fervor  in  a  bad  caule  provoke 
you  to  jealoufy.  Shall  they  be  a&ive  who  are  engaged  in 
the  fame  war  with  Devils  ?  and  will  you  be  indolent  who  are 
engaged  on  the  fame  fide  wdth  Angels  ? 

^Certain  victory  awaits  the  zealous  followers  of  the  Lamb.--~ 
Not  only  {hall  each  obtain  the  victory  individually,  and  in¬ 
herit  a  crown  of  glory  ;  but  a  glorious  period  is  haftening, 
when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  fhall  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ.  God  has  promifed  to  do 
great  things  before  the  end  of  time,  and  we  know  not  how 

foon  the  happy  period  will  commence.  The  prefent  age 
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feeihs  pregnant  with  great  events*  The  nations  of  Europe 
appear  in  commotion,  and  whatever  may  be  the  views  of 
contending  parties,  God  our  Saviour  has  a  good  and  bene¬ 
volent  end  to  to  anfwer*  to  which  even  the  efforts  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  fhall  be  fubfervient ;  but  how  great  the  honour  of  be¬ 
ing  numbered  with  his  fincere  and  zealous  friends.  If  the 
days  we  hope  for  are  at  hand,  the  queftion  concerning  the 
prefent  race  of  profeffors  is  this,  Shall  we  be  among  thofe 
who  will  be  employed  in  bringing  forward  the  glorious  period, 
tfr  among  thofe  that  muff  be  removed  out  of  the  world  before 
the  happy  times  can  begin  ?  The  whole  creation  groaneth  and 
travaileth  in  pain  until  now,  and  certainly,  if  we  have  the  firjl 
J'ruits  of  the  Spirit, we  alfo  {hall  long  and  labour  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  myfticalbody  of  Chrift.  Hitherto  we  have 
been  ready  to  complain,  IV e  have  not  wrought  any  deliverance 
in  the  earth ,  neither  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen . 
But  let  us  not  ceafe  crying  mightily  unto  the  Lord,  until 
the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high ;  then  the  wilder- 
Jiefs  fhall  become  as  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  defeft  like  the 
garden  of  God. — Yes,  beloved,  the  fcriptures  cannot  be 
broken.  Jesus  mujl  reign  univeifally.  All  nations  {hall 
own  him.  All  people  {hall  ferve  him.  His  kingdom  {hall 
be  extended,  not  by  human  might,  or  power,  but  by  the 
effufion  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  He  will  be  exalted  in  his  oivn 
ftrength.  Whatever  dark  fcenes  we  may  fee  firft,  his  bright - 
7iefs  is  as  the  light.  He  cannot  err.  His  whole  plan  is  olear 
before  him ;  and  he  hath  power  abfolutely  infinite  to  execute 
it.  His  ftrength  is  fo  far  from  being  exhaufted,  that  it  hath 
not  yet  been  all  exerted.  All  the  difplays  of  his  power 
hitherto  have  been  rather  the  hiding  of  Ins  powers  than  the 
full  manifeftation  of  it.  He  intends  to  accompliih  far 
greater  events  before  the  end  of  time,  than  have  yet  taken 
place;  and  as  he  loves  to  make  lfis  Jlrength  perfect  in  weak- 
nefs ,  our  own  infufficiency  and  imbecillity  is  no  objection  to 
his  ufing  us  in  the  advancement  of  his  bleffed  caufe.  The 
weaker  we  are  in  ourfelves,  the  more  will  the  excellence  of 
the  power  appear  to  be  of  God.  JVloerefore ,  beloved,  be  ye 
zealous ,  jledfajl  and  unmoveable ,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  forafmucb  as  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Affociation, 

JOHN  RYLAND.  jun. 

Moderator. 
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THE  WESTERN  LETTER* 

ON  EVANGELICAL  OBEDIENCE. 

The  Eiders,  Minifters  and  Meffengers  of  the  feveral  Baptift 
Churches  meeting  at  Chacewater ,  Plymouth- Dock ,  Kingj- 
bridge ,  Bovey-Traccy ,  Exeter ,  Tiverton ,  Bampton , 

Ungton ,  U pottery.  Hatch ,  Loughwood ,  Chard ,  Horfmgton , 
Yeovil,  Bridgewater ,  Frame,  Sarum ,  Portfmouth ,  Broad- 
mead  and  Pithay  Briftol,  and  Lyme . 

Having  received  Letters  alfo  from  Falmouth ,  Plymouth , 
Cu  Hampton,  Prefcott,  Stokegomer,  Paulton ,  Bcckington, 
Crockerton ,  Bratton ,  Bradford,  Caine ,  ALelkJham ,  Grittle- 
ton,  Thornbury ,  Wotton-under-edge,  Horfeley ,  Cheltenham , 
and  King/I  an  ley. 

Being  met  in  AlTociation  at  Lyme,  Dorfet , 

30  and  31,  1792. 

To  the  feveral  Churches  they  reprefent,  fend  Chriftian 

falutation. 

Dear  Brethren , 

*DEING,  through  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us, 
once  more  permitted  to  meet  together,  and  having  con- 
ftdered  the  accounts  from  the  feveral  churches ;  while  we 
cannot  but  lament  the  occafion  of  the  complaints  of  luke- 
warmnefs  in  the  things  of  God,  we  have  the  pleafure  to 
inform  you,  that  the  churches,  for  the  molt  part,  have  had 
additions  and  are  in  peace. 

You  will  now  permit  us  to  addrefs  you  in  the  inoft  feri- 
ous  and  affectionate  manner  ;  and  though  we  have  no  new 
doCtrine  to  exhibit,  no  new  duties  to  inforce  upon  you,  yet 
we  are  perfuaded  you  will  fuffer  us  to  Jlir  up  your  pure  minds 
by  way  of  remembrance,  that  ye  may  be  confantly  mindful  of  the 
words  of  the  holy  prophets ,  of  the  commandments  which  have 

been  given  us  by  the  apofles  of  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour. 

As  it  is,  we  truft,  our  earned:  delire,  that  ye  may  be  not 
the  mere  profeffors  of  chriftianity,  but  fuch  as  have  received 
the  grace  of  God  in  truth-,  you  will  not  judge  it  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  an  over  officioufnefs,  if  we  endeavour  to  animate 
you,  not  only  mold  earneftly  to  maintain  ah  that  which  you 

#  This  letter  is  fomewhat  abridged.  Eoitox. 

fincerely 


-  -  — 


ON  EVANGELICAL  obedience 


44 1 


fi  nee  rely  believe  to  be  divine  truth,  but  to  illuftrate  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel,  which  you  have  embraced,  by  the  moft 
confiftent  and  orderly  conduct :  ever  recollect:  that  the  grace 
of  God  which  bringeth  falvation  teacheth  us ,  that  denying 
ungodline fs  and  worldy  lufis,  we  Jhould  live,  foberly,  righteoufiy, 
and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world.  The  gofpel  of  Chrift  not  only 
teaches  us  to  abftain  from  all  fuch  enormities  as  are  incon- 
ftftent  with  our  Chriftian  profeflion,  but  alfo  to  be  active 
and  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion.  We 
are  exhorted  to  work  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling ;  animated  with  this  conlideration,  that  it  is  God  whs 
worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafurc,  Men 
may  abftain  from  all  grofs  fins,  and  yet  have  no  true  love  to 
God,  and  confequently  no  real  love  to  his  caufe  ;  may  be 
baptized,  and  make  the  moft  folemn  profeftions  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  yet  not  have  their  hearts  right  in  the  fight  of 
God ,  but  be  in  the  gall  of  bitternef,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity. 
In  fome  of  our  later  Letters  you  have  been  admqnifhed  to 
keep  a  middle  way  between  Antinomianifm  and  Arminian- 
ifrn ;  nor  can  you,  we  think,  be  too  frequently  reminded 
how  indifpenfibly  you  are  obliged  to  take  heed,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  you  turn  not  the  grace  of  God  into  lafeivioufnefs , 
making  it  a  cloak  for  your  fin  ;  nor,  on  the  other,  derogate 
from  the  glories  of  Chrift,  by  dividing  between  him  and 
yourfelves  the  honors  of  your  falvation.  By  grace  ye  are 
faved ,  through  faith ,  and  that  not  of  yourfelves ,  it  is  the  gift 
of  God. 

•r 

We  pretend  not  now  to  define  thofe  dodtrines  which  we 
conceive  are  contained  in  the  word  of  God.  Every  dobfxine 
which  is  calculated  to  glorify  him,  and  to  advance  the 
dignity  of  the  Redeemer,  is  lurely  of  God;  and  fuch  we 
wifti  you  carefully  to  maintain.  Be  zealous  for  that  faith 
which  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints.  While  therefore 
we  would  carefully  recommend  it  to  you  to  prize  the  impor¬ 
tant  dodfcrines  of  divine  grace,  we  intreat  you  to  make  it 
your  moft  ferious  concern  ever  to  live  under  their  influence, 
that  you  may  not  hold  the  truth  of  God  in  unmghtcoufnefs . 
Let  the  word  of  Chrift  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wifdom f 
that  you  may  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God.  To 
promote  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  fo  valuable  an  end,  we  jfhall 
proceed  to  lay  before  you,  a  general  view  of  such 
duties  as,  in  our  opinion,  are  recommended  and 
enforced  by  the  gospel  of  grace,  and  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  which  you  are  to  give  evidence  that  Chrift  dwells  in 
your  hearts  by  faith.  Let  us  take  heed,  left  we  call  Chrijl 
Lord,  and  at  the  fame  time  do  not  the  things  tvhich  be  commands 
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for  the  lip  of  eternal  truth  has  folemnly  declared,  that  by  our 
fruits  we  are  to  be  known . 

Maintain  an  intercourfe  with  Heaven,  in  the  pleafant  and 
profitable  exercife  of  prayer.  Be  frequent  in  your  do - 
Jets.  Keep  up  your  correfpondence  with  your  God  there.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  apoftacy  from  God  begins  at  the  clofet 
door.  We  believe  that  it  will  be  universally  admitted,  by 
fuch  as  know  the  peculiar  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
clofet  prayer,  that  in  proportion,  as  the  frequency  and  fer¬ 
vency  of  thefe  exercifes  decreafe,  fo  zeal  for  God,  and  re¬ 
ligion  will  decreafe  alfo.  Take  the  animating  promife  of  your 
compafiionate  Saviour  with  you,  when  you  feclude  yourfelves 
from  a  buftling  world,  to  hold  communion  with  your  God ;  - 
Thou  when  thou  prayefli  enter  into  thy  dofet ,  and  when  thou 
haft  flout  thy  door ,  pray  to  thy  father  who  fleeth  in  flecret , 
and  thy  father  who  feeth  in  flecret  flhall  reward  thee  openly. 
The  apofide  James  tells  us,  that  the  effectual  fervent 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.  Be  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  exercifes  of  public  prayer.  It  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  the  more  fpiritual  the  exercife,  the 
lefs  it  is  regarded,  even  by  thofe  who  profefs  to  know  fome- 
what  of  the  pleafure  which  is  to  be  experienced  in  the  ways 
of  God.  Hence  it  is  frequently  to  be  obferved,  that  meet¬ 
ings  for  prayer  only  are  little  frequented.  If  a  fermon  is  to 
be  preached  it  fhall  claim  much  more  attention,  at  leaf!,  with 
refpegl  to  the  number  of  auditors ;  and  many  perfons  contrive 
to  enter  the  houfe  of  God  wThen  the  prayer  is  nearly,  or  quite 
ended,  that  they  may  be  troubled  with  nothing  but  the  fer¬ 
mon.  But  we  think  that  when  all  the  love  feems  to  be 
fixed  on  hearing  the  word,  and  none  on  prayer,  there  can  be 
but  little,  or  rather  no  fpiritual  experience.  Set  before  your 
eyes  the  privilege  of  the  people  of  God :  ’Tis  their  hap- 
pinefs  to  have  fellowflhip  with  the  Father ,  and  with  his  Son 
Jeflus  Chrifll.  Earneftly  defire  this,  and  we  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  no  duty  of  religion  will  afford  you  more  real  plea¬ 
fure  than  private  and  public  prayer. 

Let  your  attendance  on  all  the  ordinances  of  religious 
wor  ship  be  fteady  and  uniform.  Be  found  early  in  the  houfe  of 
God,  when  opportunities  prefent  themfelves.  Reverence  his  fab - 
baths.  Hear  the  word  of  God  as  that  with  which  your  everlafting 
all  is  concerned.  When  attending  on  divine  ordinances,  avoid 
levity  cn  the  one  hand,  and  drowfinefs  on  the  other.  Fre¬ 
quent  the  table  of  Jefus.  You  will  furely  find  it  good  to  fit 
with  your  Redeemer,  for  he  will  make  his  fruit  flweet  to  your 
tajle . 


Be 


443 


ON  EVANGELICAL  OBEDIENCE. 

Be  not  averfe  to  Christian  converse.  Take  delight 
jn  telling  each  other,  to  the  honour  of  divine  grace,  what  you 
hope  the  Lord  has  done  for  your  fouls.  As  you  would  avoid 
all  affectation  in  religion,  fo  beware  of  too  great  bafhful- 
nefs.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  poffible  to  fay,  how  great  that 
good  is  which  may  be  derived  from  friendly,  focial,  religious 
intercourfe.  Of  this  you  may  be  affured,  that  your  pious 
communications  are  acceptable  to  God.  Of  old  they  >  that 
feared  the  Lord  fpake  often  one  to  another ,  and  the  Lord  heark~ 
ened  and  heard  it ,  and  a  hook  of  re?nembrance  was  written  before 
hi?n  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord ,  and  that  thought  upon  his 
name. 

You  will  frequently  find  it,  under  the  blefling  of  God,  of 
high  advantage,  to  retire  within  yourfelves,  and  recur  to  the 
exercife  of  spiritual  meditation.  God’s  people  in  all 
ages  have  found  it  to  be  delightful  and  profitable. .  When  the 
pious  Pfalmift  is  fpeaking  of  God  he  fays,  my  meditation  of  him 
jhall  be  fweet .  To  meditate  on  the  nature,  perfections  and 
love  of  God — the  perfon  and  mediation  of  the  adorable  Re¬ 
deemer — the  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  grace — the  bleffings 
of  divine  love  with  which  the  Lord  enriches  the  fouls  of  his 
people — and  on  the  inheritance  incorruptible ,  undefiled  and  that 
fadeth  not  away ,  referved  in  heaven  for  them ;  will  furely 
afford  unutterable  fatisfaefion  to  the  ferjous  contemplative 
mind.  - 

Thofe  of  you  who  are  parents,  be  careful  to  train  up 
YOUR  CHILDREN  IN  THE  NURTURE  AND  ADMONITION 
of  THE  lord.  Lead  them  to  underftand  what  you  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  truth.  Nor  do  we  deem  it  to  be  of  fmall  mo¬ 
ment,  that  you.  injlruLt  them  well  in  your  principles  as  Diffen - 
ters.  Let  them  know  that  it  is  their  duty  to  call  no .  man 
mafter  upon  earth,  in  religious  concerns ;  but  that  one  is  our 
majler  even  Chrijl.  We  furely  do  not  wifh  to  keep  up  any 
diftinaions,  merely  for  the  fake  of  being  fingular,  or  of  op- 
pofing  ourfelves  to  the  fentiments  of  others ;  but  we  are 
anxious  that  when  men  profefs  to  be  religious,  they  fliould 
know  why ;  and  not  take  up  with  any  fafhionable  or  prevail¬ 
ing  mode,  without  examining  into  the  principles  by  which 
they  are  aauated  \  and  above  all,  it  is  our  fincere  defire  that 
the  dignity  of  Chrift  may  be  maintained,  who  is  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church,  to  whom  alone,  in  the  bufinefs  of  reli¬ 
gion,  we  owe  fupreme  obedience. 

Let  your  servants  also,  if  you  have  any,  Be  your 
care:  let  them  fee  how  the  religion  of  Jefus  abates  you. 
Give  them  no  reafon  to  fay  of  you,  as  it  has  been  faid  of  fome, 
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££  1  hey  are  faints  abroad  but  devils  at  home.”  Some  mailers 
feem  to  pay  no  more  regard  to  the  fouls  of  their  fervants,  than 
though  they  had  none, and  perhaps  treat  their  brutes  with  greater 
tendernefs  and  lenity.  But  whatever  others  do,  be  ye  not  like 
them — -but  be  ye  like  good  Abraham,  who  commanded,  not  only 
his  children ,  but  all  his  houfehold  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord . 
Whether  therefore  you  are  hufbands  or  wives, parents  or  chil¬ 
dren,  mailers  or  fervants,  let  it  be  your  great  care  in  every 
relation,  to  do  credit  to  your  profeffion  of  chriilianity,  and 
prove  to  all  around  you,  that  you  are  in  reality  what  you  are 
in  profeffion,  IJ'raelites  indeed  in  whom  there  is  no  prevailing 
or  allowed  guile . 

As  MEMBERS  OF  CHURCHES  EE  CAREFUL  TO  FILL 
UP  your,  places  in  a  regular  and  honourable  manner. 
Do  not  fuffer  every  light  and  trivial  circumlfance  to  prevent 
your  being  found  in  the  houfe  of  Gcd,  when  his  fervice 
cabs  you  there.  Perhaps  fome  of  you  who  were  conllant 
and  zealous  in  your  attendance  on  the  public  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion,  under  your  firlP  awakenings,  and  when  ye  firlf  made 
a  profeffion  or  Chriilianity,  are  now  become  in  a  meafure 
carelefs  and  indifferent  to  what  ye  once  appeared  fo  much  to 
value,  if  it  be  thus  with  any  of  you,  remember  from  whence 
ye  are  fallen ,  and  repent  and  do  the  firfil  zvorks. 

Though  you  wifh  well  to  the  interelf  of  Chrilf  at  large, 
and  fay,  Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  our  Lord  fefus 
Chrifl  in  fncerity j  yet  let  that  part  of  Zion  with  which  you 
Hand  connected  be  very  near  your  heart.  If  members  of 
churches  were  to  reflect  that  in  building  up,  as  far  as  they 
can,  the  refpedtive  focieties  to  which  they  belong,  they  are 
building  up  the  whole  of  Chriit’s  church,  their  own  places 
in  the  focieties  to  which  they  are  related,  would  be  filled  up 
with  more  regularity  than  they  fometimes  are.  Hold  fafl 
then,  firs,  the  profeffion  of  your  faith  without  wavering ; 
not  for  faking  the  afjembling  of  your f elves  together  as  the  manner 
of  fome  is.  In  your  church  connexion,  avoid  whatever  has 
the  leall  tendency  to  gender  llrife  and  contention.  Bear  one 
anothers  burdens ,  and  fo  fulfil  the  laiv  of  Chrifl.  Look  not 
every  man  on  his  ozvn  things ,  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things 
efi'  others.  Let  the  fame  mind  be  in  you  as  was  alfo  in  Chrifl 
Jfius.  Be  ye  every  one  of  you  clothed  with  humility ,  and  then 
ad  bitternefs ,  and  wrath ,  and  anger ,  and  clamor ,  and  evil - 
fpeaking  will  be  put  away  from  you ,  with  all  malice — yes, 
then  will  ye  be  kind  one  to  another ,  tender-hearted \  for¬ 
giving  one  another ,  even  as  God  for  Chr'fid  s  fake  has' for¬ 
given  you . 
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Let  your  behaviour  in  the  family,  church  and 
world,  be  fuch  as  is  ffrongly  enforced  by  the  gofpel  of 
C  hr  iff.  Abjiain  from  all  appearance  of  evil .  We  befeech  you , 
brethren ,  by  the  mercies  of  God ,  that  ye  prefent  your  bodies  a 
living  fieri  fee,  holy ,  acceptable  to  God ,  which  is  your  reafon - 
able  'fervice.  In  a  word,  let  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the 
amiable  Jefus  bd  exemplified  in  your  adtions.  Be  ye  followers 
of  him  as  dear  children ,  who  has  left  you  an  example ,  not  only 
in  patient  buffering,  but  alfo  in  cheerful  doing,  that  ye  Jhould 
follow  his  Jleps. 

To  animate  you  in  a  cheerful  and  active  obedience,  we 
might  ufe  a  variety  of  arguments.  Permit  us  then  to  re¬ 
mind  you  of  the  folemn  profeflion  ye  have  made  of  the  name 
of  Jefus  Chriff.  Recoiled!  the  folemn  manner  by  which  ye 
entered  into  his  fervice — how  many  were  witneffes  of  your 
dedication  of  yourfelves  to  God — what  an  high  and  honour¬ 
able  fervice  ye  engaged  in.  Remember  your  iirft  love.  Call 
to  mind  the  day  of  your  efpoufals.  Was  the  religion  of  Jefus 
your  folemn  and  deliberate  choice  ?  Confider  then  whofe  fervants 
ye  are,  and  be  it  ever  your  concern  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the 
faving  and  practical  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
‘Jefus  Chrijl. 

Recoiled!  the  abundant  confolation,  and  many  fupports 
which  true  religion  is  adapted  to  adminifler.  Te  have  not 
been  called  to  refifl  unto  blood  ft  riving  again)}  fin ,  in  the  op- 
pofition  ye  have  made  to  fin,  fatan  and  the  world.  You  fit 
under  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree ;  neverthelefs  difficulties  you 
have  met  with,  and  muff  expect  to  meet  with  in  your 
chriffian  profeflion.  Many  are  the  afflidtions  of  the  righte¬ 
ous.  But  the  grace  of  Chrift  is  fuff  cient  for  you.  As  your 
dc.ys  are,  fo  Jhall  your  fir ength  be.  To  have  the  prefence  of 
God  with  you  in  all  your  troubles — to  have  that  confolation 
with  which  he  bleffeth  and  diffinguifheth  his  fervants— -to 
have  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give,  nor  take  away 
—is  furely  far  preferable  to  what  ye  ever  met  with  when  ye 
Were  the  fervants,  the  flaves  of  fin  and  fatan.  Whatever 
therefore  befalls  you,  be  looking  to  Jefus ,  who  endured  the  con~ 
tradition  of  fmners  againft  himfelf  Many  of  you  in  your 
congregational  capacities  have  experienced  the  day  of  God’s 
vibration.  Your  Paffors  have  been  removed,  who  fed  you 
with  knowledge  and  under  funding ;  and  watched  for  your  fouls 
as  thofe  that  muft  give  an  account.  Follovj  their  faith  con - 
ftdering  the  end  of  their  converfation.  We  fympathize  with 
you.  We  feel  concern  for  the  church  at  large,  when  we  re¬ 
coiled!  fo  many  of  our  honoured  brethren  who  have  been  re¬ 
moved  by  death ;  and  we  fmcerely  condole  with  the  affociated 
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**  churches  in  this  connexion,  in  our  lofs  of  that  amiable 
Chriftian — that  able,  diligent,  and  careful  inftruftor  of  can¬ 
didates  for  the  Chriftian  miniftry — that  ftedfaft  friend  to 
civil  and  religious  liberty — that  warm  and  zealous  mini  ft  er 
of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  fo  ably  maintained  and  fuccefs- 
fully  defended  the  dignities  and  glories  of  his  Saviour, — that 
friend  of  God,  and  of  all  good  men — the  dear  departed  Dr. 
Evans — But  our  lofs  is  furely  his  eternal  gain.  Norwould 
we  give  ourfelves  up  to  defpair.  Our  God  has  the  refidue 
erf  the  fpirit  with  him,  and  can  pour  it  on  whomfoever  he 
pleafeth.  Let  churches  deprived  of  their  minifters  have 
their  eye  conftantly  to  him  who  has  all  their  concerns  in  his 
hands :  perhaps  you  have  provoked  God  thus  to  deal  with 
you ;  if  fo,  Repent  and  do  your  fir  ft  works ,  left  he  fhould 
totally  remove  the  candleftick  out  of  its  place.  Hear  the  rod 
and  him  who  has  appointed  it.  Let  fuch  churches  as  have 
minifters  prize  them.  Take  heed  of  weakening  their  hands 
and  difcouraging  their  hearts,  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  They 
are  men  of  like  paftions  with  their  hearers,  and  have  much 
need  of  their  prayers.  If  an  apoftle  earneftly  requefted  the 
brethren  to  pray  for  him  and  his  fellow-labourers,  thereby  in¬ 
dicating  that  they  needed  their  prayers,  how  much  more  need 
have  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  now  of  the  prayers  of  their 
hearers,  fmce  all  extraordinary  gifts  are  ceafed !  We  are 
forry  to  obferve,  that  the  conduft  of  fome  profeflors  feems  to 
fuggeft  this  refleftion,  that  they  fenter  the  church  of  Chrift 
only  to  have  a  fairer  opportunity  of  creating  diftrefs  and  anx*^ 
iety  to  the  minifter.  If  therefore  ye  would  aft  a  fui table  part, 
and  adorn  the  profeftion  you  make  of  the  name  of  the  holy  Je- 
fus,  confider  the  many  obligations  you  are  laid  under  to  honor 
him,  and  be ,  amidft  all  the  changes  of  this  changing  world, 
ftrong  in  the  grace  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

r o  excite  you  alfo  to  run  the  Chriftian  race  with  an  holy 
activity,  recolleft  what  an  awful  thing  it  is  to  apoftatize  from 
God,  and  from  the  faith  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  If  we  fin  wilfully 
after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truths  there 
remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fin ,  but  that  which  doth  remain, 
is  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indigna¬ 
tion.  If  any  of  you  fhould  fall  away,  God  has  declared  that 
his  foul  fhall  have  no  pleafure  in  you.  We  are  jealous  over 
youy  brethren,  with  a  godly  jealoufy ,  left  as  the  ferpent  beguiled 
Eve,  by  his  fubtilty ,  fo  your  minds  fhould  be  corrupted  from 
the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift.  Let  him  therefore  that  thinketh 
he  ftandeth  take  heed  left  he  fall.  Watch  and  pray  that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation.  Be  looking  diligently  left  any  man 
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fall  of  the  grace  of  God ,  left  any  root  of  hitternefs  fringing  up 
trouble  you ,  W  thereby  many  be  defiled.  No  man  that  putteth 
his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looketh  back  is  fit  for  the  kingdom 
ef  God.  The  eyes  of  many  are  upon  you.  Many  are  wait¬ 
ing  for  your  halting.  O  then  be  ye  circumfpea  in  the  whole 
of  your  deportment.  Te  have  profeffedly  put  off  the  works  of 
darknefs-y  and  have  put  on  the  armour  of  light ;  walk  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  light.  Let  your  light  fo  Jhine  before  men ,  that 
they  may  fee  your  good  works ,  and  glorify  your  father  who  is 

in  heaven . 

To  animate  you  further  in  your  Chriftian  courfe,  we  mall 
only  remind  you  of  that  folemn  period,  when  ye  fhall  appear 
before  God.  Death  is  approaching  with  hafty  ftrides  to¬ 
wards  you,  and  towards  us.  In  that  eventful  moment,  when 
we  quit  this  mortal  ftate  to  ftand  at  the  bar  of  a  righteous 
God,  it  will  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  that  we  all  be 
Yv'hat  we  profefs  to  be.  To  have  had  a  name  to  live  while 
we  are  dead  in  fins,  will  be  of  no  avail  to  us,  though  it 
may  fometimes  anfwer  finifter  and  mean  purpofes  now.  What¬ 
ever  profellion  we  may  make,  every  lamp  that  is  not  fiipplied 
with  the  oil  of  grace,  kindled  and  kept  burning  with  fire  from 
above,,,  will  be  extinguifhed  by  the  cold  damps  of  death’s 
gloomy  vale.  Keep  therefore  this  important  period  always 
in  your  view.  Let  it  be  your  great  concern  fo  to  live,  as  ye 
would  wifh  to  be  found  when  ye  come  to  die,  that  ye  may 
be  able  to  fay  in  the  views  of  the  grave  and  eternity,  We 
have  fought  a  good  fight ,  we  have  finijhed  our  courfe ,  we  have 
kept  the  faith— henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for .  us  a  crown  of 
righteoufiiefiy  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  judge  jh all  give 
unto  usy  and  not  unto  us  only ,  but  to  all  them  that  love  ms 
appearing. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  honour 
God  in  your  lives,  triumph  in  him  at  death,  and  be  foi  ever 
happy  with  him,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
the  moft  abundant  and  pleafing  entrance  into  the  kingdom 
and  joy  of  our  Lord. 

WILLIAM  CLARKE, 

Moderator. 
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BREVIATES. 


Lyme,  May  30,  31,  1792. 

^  Wednefday  met  at  three  ;  Brother  Penn  prayed  ;  Brother 
Clarke  of  Exeter,  was  chofen  Moderator ;  the  preliminaries  of 
the  Affociation,  and  the  letters  from  the  Churches  were  read, 
said  the  fervice  concluded  in  prayer  by  brother  Saffery.  The 
Baptik  Meeting-houfes  being  too  fmall  for  the  congregation  that 
attended,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harris  granted  tlie  ufe  of  his  Meeting- 
Boufe,  where  we  met  again  at  feven  ;  Brother  Redding  prayed, 
and  Brother  Birt  preached  from  Luke  x.  2.  “  The  harvek 
truly  is  great,  &c.” 

_  Yhurfday  morning  met  at  fix  o’clock  for  prayer.  Our  bre¬ 
thren  Giles,  Cox,  Morgan,  Rippon,  fen.  Hatch  and  Norman 
prayed.  Public  meeting,  at  half  after  ten  ;  Brethren  Birt  and 
Sprague  prayed ;  brother  Horfey  preached  from  Eph.  i.  20I— . 
Brother  Tommas  concluded  Met  again  at  three,  brother 
Cherry  prayed;  Brother  Clarke,  of  Exeter,  preached  from 
Ifaiah  viii.  13.  “  Sandify  the  Lord  of  Hells  himfelf;”  after 
which  the  general  letter  was  read,  and  figned  by  the  Moderator  ; 
and  the  fervice  concluded  in  prayer  by  brother  Rowles.  The 
Minilters  and  Meifengers  then  proceeded  to  fettle  the  temporal 
affairs  of  the  Affociation.  The  collections  for  the  Affociation 
Fund  this  year  amounted  to  forty- one  pounds  three  fhillingsand 
two-pence ;  thirty-nine  pounds  eighteen  ihillings  of  which  was 
d.ifhibuted  for  various  uleful  purpoies,  the  remainder  to  pafs  to 
the  next  year’s  account. 

Agreed,  to  recommend  the  cafe  of  the  Church  at  Bridge 
Water.  g 


Met  again  for  public  fervice  at  feven  in  the  evening ;  Bro¬ 
ther  Birt  prayed,  Brother  Tommas  preached  from  Col.  iv  18 
aic  Grace  be  unto  you.  Amen.” 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  Affociation  at  Bradford,  Wilts,  on 
Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  the  Whitfun-week,  to  begin  on 
Tuefday  at  three  in  the  afternoon  precifely.  Our  brethren  Tom- 
raas  of  Briftol,  and  Francis  ofHorfley,  to  preach;  or,  in  cafe  of 
failure,  brother  Kingdon  of  Frome.-— Brother  Reddino-  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  general  letter.  &  1  ‘ 

In  the  Affociated  Churches,  the  laft  year,  there  were 
Baptized  ......  131' 
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THE 

KENT  AND  SUSSEX  ASSOCIATION 

*  ^ 

OF  BAPTIST  CHURCHES* 

Aflembled  at  Rye,  the  15th  and  16th  Days  of  June ,  1793, 

BREVIATE  S.f 

THE  Meffengers  of  the  Churches  met  on  Wednefday ,  at  three 
o’clock.  Brother  Vine  prayed  ;  and  after  finging  Pfalm  *3  3- 
C.  M.  Brother  Vidler  preached  from  Rom.  iii.  21.  Then  the 
94th  Hymn  of  Watts’s  Book  I.  was  fang,  and  Brother  Middle- 
ton  concluded  this  fervice  in  prayer.  The  names  of  the  MeF- 
fengers  were  then  called  over :  Brother  Vidler  was  chofen  the 
Moderator,  and  Brother  Scott  the  Scribe.  The  Preliminaries 
of  the  Affociation  were  read,  and  alfo  the  Letters  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  Churches  in  this  connection  ;  after  which.  Brother  Tidier 
prayed,  and  then  adjourned  the  Afiembly  at  half  pait  five 

o’clock.  v 

The  Meffengers  met,  purfuant  to  adjournment,  atfeven  o’clock, 
and  Brother  Efpenett  began  in  prayer.  The  Church  at  Bother- 
field,  by  Letter,  defired  to  be  reftored  as  a  branch  of  the  Affo¬ 
ciation,  and  was  reflored  accordingly.  The  Rotherfield  begging 
cafe  wras  thought  worthy  of  recommendation  to  thofe  churches 
which  have  not  yet  contributed  to  it.  The  Church  at  Beffelfis 
Green  prefented  a  letter  agreeable  to  the  requeft  or  the  laft  year, 
defining  to  become  a  branch  of  the  Affociation,  and  was  accord- 
ingly  received.  The  Brethren  Purdy,  Copping,  ana  Middle- 
ton,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence.  Brother 
Stanger  praved,  and  the  Moderator  adjourned  the  Affembly  at 
nine  o’clock. 

The  Meffengers  met  at  fix  o’clock  on  Thurfday  morning. 
The  Brethren  Coe,  Kennett,  and  Burt  prayed.  The  Circular 
Letter  drawn  up  by  Brother  Lloyd,  on  The  difference  between 
the  Spirit  cf  Adoption,  and  the  Spirit  of  Bondage,  was  react, 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Brother  Purdy  read  a 
plan  for  an  Affociation-fund,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correfpondence,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Churches. 
Brother  Vidler  prayed,  and  adjourned,  the  Affembly  at  half  pall 

eight  o’clock. 

Their  number  and  do<51nnal  articles  as  in  the  \e?.r  fee  p-  4^ 

«f  the  Regilter 

f  This  Letter  and  the  Breviates  were  unintentionally  omitted  in  their 

proper  pla«e. — Eutior. 
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Public  worlhip  began  at  ten  o’clock,  and  was  conduced  iii 
the  following  order :  Sung  Watts’s  Book  ii.  Hymn  69.  Brother 
Atwood  prayed  :  Sung  Rippon’s  Selection,  Hymn  366.  Brother 
Wake  preached  from  Amos  iii.  6.  Sung  Rippon  9.  Brother 
John  Davis,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  prayed  :  Sung  Watts’s  i.  138. 
Brother  Copping  preached  from  Ifaiah,  liv.  2. — Sung  Rippon, 
426.  Brother  Middleton  concluded  in  prayer.  Adjourned  at 
half  pah  one  o’clock.  Meffengers  met  again  at  four  o’clock. 
All  the  Churches  in  this  connexion  were  defired  to  communi¬ 
cate  their  fentiments  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Affociation  Fund, 
by  their  Meffengers,  at  the  next  Meeting. 

It  was  agreed,  to  recommend  the  firft  Wednefday  in  Novenu 
ber  next,  as  a  day  of  Fading  and  Prayer,  to  all  the  Churches  ; 
to  print  the  hate  of  the  Churches  diftindly,  and  particularly  as 
the  American  Brethren  do ;  that  in  future,  the  Meffengers  of 
the  Churches  do  meet  by  themfelves  at  the  Inn  ;  that  the  next 
Affociation  be  held  at  Brighthelmjion ,  in  SuJ/ex ,  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  and  Wednefday  in  June,  1792. 

Brother  Lloyd  was  appointed  to  preach  on  the  Tuefday  even¬ 
ing  ;  and  Brother  Stanger  on  Wednefday ;  and,  in  cafe  of  fai¬ 
lure,  Brother  Atwood  and  Brother  Wake  :  Brother  Purdy  to 
draw  up  the  next  Circular  Letter,  on  one  of  the  following 
queftions ;  viz.  1.  What  are  the  befi  evidences  of  the  grace  of  God 
iti  a  believer's  heart  ?  2.  What  is  the  fcriptural  vievo  of  the  cove - 
nant  of  Works  and  Grace.  The  Moderator  concluded  in  prayer. 
Brother  Thomas  Davis  of  Reading ,  on  a  vifit  to  this  Affociation, 
preached  a  fermon  in  the  evening,  from  Pfalm  li.  2. 

Increafe  of  Members  this  Year,  23 
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Confifting  of  thofe  which  meet  at  Ajhford,  Sandhurjl ,  Smar~ 
den ,  Tenter  den ,  Folkjlone  and  Chatham ,  in  Kent;  and  at 
Battle,  Rye ,  JVivelsfieldf  Lewes ,  Brighthelmfton ,  and 
JLandcrofs,  in  Sussex. 

Affembled  at  Brighthelmjion ,  the  5  th  and  6th  days  of  June,  1792, 

breviates, 

Tuefday ^  the  meffengers  of  the  churches  met  at  three  o’clock, 
and  after  linging.  Brother  Middleton  prayed.  The  names  of 

*  Th<L1doftnnal  Articles  the  fame  as  mentioned  in  the  Regifler, 
i*.  42.  the  Breviates  and  Letter  are  abridged.  Editor..  * 

the 
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tke  meffengers  were  then  called  over :  Brother  Atwood  was 
chofen  Moderator,  and  Brother  Middleton  fcribe.  The  Modera¬ 
tor  read  the  preliminaries  of  the  Affociation.  Brother  Vidler 
prayed.  The  letters  from  the  refpeftive  churches  were  then 
read,  in  which  we  were  happy  to  find  unity,  peace,  and  profpe- 
rity:  The  church  at  Chatham,  in  Kent,  confiding  of  60  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  church  at  Handcrofs,  in  Suffex,  confiding  of  27, 
defired  to  join  this  Affociation,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  they 
were  unanimoudy  received. 

The  following  quedion,  from  the  church  at  Lewes,  was  de¬ 
bated:  What  is  that  faith  which  the  Scriptures  make  necejjary  to 
Baptifm?  and  it  was  determined.  That  the  Scriptures  make  [a 
prof  effort  of ]  faving  faith  neceffary  to  the'ordinance  of  baptifm. 
The  Moderator  concluded  this  fervice  in  prayer,  at  half  pall 
five  o'clock. 

Public  worihip  began  at  feven  o’clock  ;  fung,  Brother  Cop¬ 
ping  prayed.  Sung,  Brother  Atwood,  in  the  place  ot  Brother 
Lloyd,  who  did  not  attend,  preached  from  2  Cor.  viii.  23. 
Sung,  Brother  Knott  concluded  in  prayer. 

Wednefday,  the  Miniders  and  Meffengers  met  at  fix  o'clock, 
and  the  Brethren  C.  Hooper  and  R.  Wood  engaged  in  prayer. 
Brother  Purdy  read  the  Letter  he  had  been  deputed  to 
draw  up,  which  was  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  but 
as  it  was  very  long,  the  farther  confideration  of  the  manner  of 
printing  it  was  podponed.  The  Moderator  then  concluded  in 
■  prayer,  and  adjourned  the  Affembly  at  half  pad  eight  0  clock. 

Public  worfhip  began  at  ten  o’clock.  Sung,  Brother  Purdy 
prayed.  Sung,  Brother  Stanger  preached  from  Eph.  iv.  15. 
Sung,  Brother  Wake  concluded  in  prayer. 

The  Miniders  and  Meffengers  met  again  for  bufinefs  at  two 
o’clock :  a  petition  from  the  Baptid  church  at  Coggelhall,  in 
Effex,  was  prefented,  read,  and  approved,  and  was  thought 
-  worthy  of  recommendation.  Brother  Coe  prayed. 

It  was  agreed.  That  the  general  idea  of  the  Affociation-Fund 
fhould  be  continued  another  year,  but  on  a  fmaller  fcale,  for  the 
encouragement  of  individual  fublcribers  in  the  feveial  churches. 
That  the  Circular  Letter  of  this  year  fitould  be  publifhed  at 
two-pence  each  copy. — That  tranfient  members  fhould  jom 
the  refpedlive  churches  in  the  neighbourhood  where  they  dwell, 
when  it  is  not  convenient  to  fill  up  their  places  in  their  own. 
churches. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  Affociation  be  held  the  fir  11  Tuef- 
day  and  Wednefday  in  June,  1 793 >  at  Chatham,  in  Kent. 
Brother  Middleton,  and  Brother  Lloyd  to  preach  ;  and,  in  cafe 
of  failure,  Brother  Vidler  and  Brother  Wake.  Brother  Knott 
to  draw  up  the  next  Circular  Letter,  and  the  following  quelLon 
was  propofed  to  him,  as  the  fubjeft  of  it  (in  addition  to  chat 
already  on  the  lift:)  What  are  the  ftgns  of  the  times?  Agreed 
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alfo  to  recommend  a  monthly  prayer-meeting;  to  all  the  churches 
in  this  connection,  for  a  revival  of  religion  amongft  us ;  and  that 
the  hrft  Wednefday  in  November  next  be  recommended  as  a 
day  of  fading  and  prayer  in  all  the  churches. 

The  Moderator  concluded  in  prayer,  and  difmifTed  the  AT- 
fembly  at  fix  o’clock. 

In  the  evening  Brother  Button,  of  London,  preached  a  ieCture 
from  Ifa.  lx.  13, 

State  of  the  churches  fnce  the  loft  Affectation, 
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ON  THE  COVENANT  OF  WORKS  AND  GRACE , 

The  Pallors,  Minifters  and  MefTengers,  to  the  fevera! 
churches  which  they  reprefent,  fend  chriftian  falutation. 

Dearly  beloved  Friends-) 

IXTHETHER,  as  individuals,  we  addrefs  you,  or  unite 
*  our  Voices,  talents,  and  care  to  ferve  you ;  we  hope, 
we  have  your  advantage  at  heart.  It  has  been  cuftomary 
for  fome  years  paid  to  fend  you  an  annual  letter,  with  a  de- 
iign  to  impart  fome  fpiritual  benefits  to  you ;  not  as  impof- 
ing  upon  you  our  opinions;  but  to  bring  to  your  view, 
fome  of  the  great  things  of  God.  Indeed  we  ought  not  to 
efteem  any  thing  trivial  which  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom, 
has  given  us  in  his  word  as  the  rule  of  our  faith  and  pradlice. 
If  any  of  us  think  lightly  of  the  words  of  the  .Moil  High, 
even  of  fuch  as  relate  to  our  civil,  domeftic,  or  private  du¬ 
ties,  it  argues  a  want  of  knowledge  and  reverence  of  him. 
We  are  not  to  conclude  that  we  are  gracious  men,  or  fafe  for 
heaven,  becaufe  we  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  fyflem  of 
truth,  and  believe  fome  of  the  important  things  in  religion. 
No  !  But  only  as  our  knowledge  inflames  our  hearts  to  love 
and  honour  God,  and  our  faith  worketh  by  love,  purifies  our 
fouls,  and  enables  us  to  live  on  Chrifl,  and  yield  obedience 
to  his  will. 
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Our  Epiftle  will  not  fail  to  unite  do&rine  and  practice  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  remind  you,  that  the  remedy  provided  by  divine 
grace  was  not  intended  to  deftroy,  but  to  eftablifh  the  law ; 
to  provide  for  it's  being  magnified  by  Chrift,  and  its  being 
obeyed  and  delighted  in,  by  his  believing  children,  after  the 
inner  man.  Rom.  vii.  22,  25. 

The  queftion  now  to  be  anfwered  is,  What  is  the 
scriptural  view  of  the  covenants  of  works  and 
■grace  ?  This  is  a  very  weighty  queftion.  We  have  in¬ 
volved  in  it  the  four-fold  ftate  of  man — his  finlefs  perfection, 
his  fall,  his  recovery,  and  his  eternal  happinefs. 

But  before  we  directly  anfwer  the  queftion,  we  beg  leave 
to  point  out  a  few  things  which  may  aflift  our  judgments, 
and  yours,  in  the  right  underftanding  of  the  covenant  of 
works. 

As,  firft,  That  a  law  (yea  the  moral  law)  muft  have  fub- 
fifted  between  a  rational  creature  and  God,  had  there  never 
been  a  covenant  of  works  between  God  and  man. 
It  is  impofiible  that  a  rational  creature  can  be  without  law  to 
God;  there  muft  be  a  rule  of  right  to  direCt  his  walk  with 
God ;  a  rule  that  points  out  evil,  or  wrong,  to  guard  him 
againft  it.  We  know  that  there  is  a  law  and  rule  in  refpe£t 
to  man :  but  what  we  plead  for  is,  it  cannot  be  otherwife  ; 
a  rational  creature  can  have  no  exiftence  in  God’s  creation 
without  law.  To  fuppofe  any  rational  creature,  in  any  pof- 
fible  ftate  in  earth  or  heaven,  in  time  or  eternity,  as  lawlefs, 
or  without  rule  or  law  to  God,  would  be  to  infult  God’s 
moral  government;  to  introduce  mifrule  and  diforder,  and 
fet  afide  fubordination  to  his  Majefty.  We  do  moft  cordial¬ 
ly  bejeech  you,  beloved  brethren,  attentively  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and  the 
law  as  a  rule  of  life.  This  juft  rule  of  our  walk 
of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  our  neighbour,  will  not  only 
engage,  by  the  influence  of  grace,  the  hearts  of  all  the  faints 
below,  but  will  fill  the  hearts  of  all  the  faints  in  glory  for 
ever.  It  will  there  be  drawn  forth  to  finlefs  perfection.  Men 
will  for  ever  hate  evil,  and  for  ever  delight  in  truth  and  holi- 
nefs.  And  divine  grace  now  engages  the  faints  to  delight  in 
the  law  of  God  after  the  inner  man.  Rom.  vii.  22. 

Secondly,  The  law  of  nature,  or  the  moral  law  of  God, 
prior  to  any  covenant  of  works,  was  coeval  with  Adam’s 
exiftence ;  he  was  made  in  the  image  of  God,  as  it  refpeefted 
knowledge,  and  moral  rectitude.  The  law  was  written  in 
his  heart  and  nature,  as  it  was  afterwards  in  the  heart  of 
Chrift.  He  was  formed  with  a  love  to  God,  and  whatever 

G  g  Was 
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was  crood,  and  with  a  hatred  to  evil,  before  the  covenant  os 
works  was  entered  into.  And  believers  in  Jefus,  in  their 
new  creation,  are  formed  into  the  image  ot  God,  have  tr  e 
law  written  in  their  hearts;  and  though  freed  from  it  as  a 
covenant  of  works,  are  ftill  formed  to  be  obedient  theieunto 
as  a  rule  of  moral  coridudl. 

Thirdly,  The  moral  law,  fo  far  as  it  is  feed,  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  angels,  muft  have  been  between  God  and  them,  not 
only  as  to  an  union  of  its  moral  maxims  with  their  nature, 
but  alfo  as  drawn  forth  into  a  rule  of  their  conduct ;  for 
where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no  tranlgreftion.  The  punuh- 
ment  of  fallen  angels  muft  have  proceeded  on  this  ground, 
their  violating  and  departing  from  this  perfect  rule  of  their 
conduit ;  their  breaking  from  their  allegiance  to  Vjou,  and 
committing  treafon  againft  his  authority.  And  we  judge,- 
that  the  angels  in  heaven  are  under  a  law,  holy  and  good, 
even  the  moral  law,  fo  far  as  it  is  fuited  to  their  nature,  as 
the  eternal  rule  of  their  conduct.  We  fuppofe  it  makes 
their  happinefs  double  to  fee  their  {landing  fecured,  ana  con¬ 
firmed  in  Chrift,  by  an  immutable  decree..  But  this  decree 
doth  not  deftroy  the  law  between  them  and  their  God  ;  they 
are  ftill  under  the  law  to  worfhip  God,  to  do  his  pleafure, 
to  ferve,  love,  and  honour  him.  But  none  of  the  angels 
were  ever  under  the  law  as  a  covenant;  God  never  made  any 
covenant  of  works  with  them.  It  muft,  however,  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  as  every  rational  creature  is  placed  by  God 
under  this  law  of  nature,  the  moral  law,  to  a  tranfgremon  o 
its  holy  precepts,  by  fuch  a  rational  being,  expofes  him  to 
punifhment,  without  any  confideration  of  a  covenant  of  woi  & 

annexed  to  the  moral  precepts.  . 

Fourthly,  As  to  the  law  publifhea  on  Sinai,  we  coniider 
it  as  a  copy  of  the  law  of  nature,  or  the  law  which  was 
given  to  Adam,  methodifed,  delivered  out,  and  written  in 
ten  words  or  commandments— and  all  the  enlargements 
fince  added,  in  the  prophets,  and  the  New  Te {lament,  are 
founded  upon  it,  and  taken  into  the  fame  rule :  the  whole 
being  a  copy  of  God’s  molt  holy  will  and  pleaftne. 

Fifthly/  Brethren,  we  do  not  underftand,  that  the  law 
publiftied  on  Sinai  was  given  to  the  people  of  Ifraeft 
m  the  form  of  the  covenant  of  works  made  with  our  tirl 
parent:  For  though  the  law  publiftied  on  Sinai,  and  written 
on  tables  of  {tone,  was,  as  to  the  fubftance  of  it,  the  lame  as 
the  law  ot  the  covenant  of  works ;  yet  not  puolilhe  an 
given  to  the  Jews  as  the  covenant  of  works,  tor  them  to  bl¬ 
ender  as  fuch ;  but  publiftied  and  given  to  them  with,  the 
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writings  of  Mofes,  as  a  covenant  made  with  that  very  peo¬ 
ple,  and  as  a  rule  for  them  to  walk  by.  F or  let  it  he  obferv- 
ed,  that  all  the  Jews  were  put  under  the  Sinai  covenant, 
Mofes,  Jofhua,  and  all  the  prophets,  believers  and  unbeliev¬ 
ers.  We  are  very  certain,  that  believers  in  Chrift,  in  the 
Jewifh  church,  were  not  under  the  covenant  of  works,  it 
they  had,  they  mull  have  been  accurfed ;  but  they  were 
blefled,  and  freed  from  the  curfe,  pardoned,  and  juftified  be¬ 
fore  God  ;  and  yet  continued  under  the  Sinai  covenant,  and 
the  moral  law,  in  that  difpenfation,  as  the  rule  of  life. 

We  do  not  deny,  that  fome  things  in  the  Sinai  covenant 
bear  fome  likenefs  to  the  covenant  of  works  :  as  it  required 
obedience,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  God’s  bleffing  and  protection 
in  their  favoured  land ;  and  as  God  alfo  denounced  on  their 
difobedience  threats  of  the  plague,  peftilence,  famine,  fword, 
and  death,  fo  far  it  was  a  conditional  covenant ;  but  not  the 
covenant  of  works,  for  that  muff  have  excluded  falvation  from 
the  Jewifh  church,  which  was  not  the  cafe.  The  Jewifh 
covenant  was  rather  a  legal  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace. 

Should  it  be  afked,  To  what  purpofe,  then,  was  the  moral 
law  introduced  into  the  Jewifh  covenant,  and  mixed  with 
that  difpenfation  ?  In  anfwer,  we  fay,  To  teach  men  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  fin,  and  its  damning  nature  ;  to  fet  before  them  a 
plain  copy  of  God’s  will ;  to  conviCf  them  of  evil,  and  to 
fhew  them  their  duty  to  God  and  each  other  ;  to  be  a  perpe¬ 
tual  rule  of  life  to  them,  and  that,  being  fenfible  of  fm,  they 
might  fly  from  Sinai  to  Chrift  on  mount  Zion. 

1  he  lav/  on  tables  of  ftone,  depofited  in  the  Ark,  v/as  a 
law  in  the  hand  of  their  merciful  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael :  it  was  of  that  ufe  to  believers  then,  which  it  is  to 
Chrift ’s  freed  men  now,  who  are  fo  far  from  being  under  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  that  they  are  redeemed  from  the 
curfes  of  it,  Gal.  iv.  5.  But  ftill  they  are  under  this  holy 
law  to  Chrift,  as  a  law  of  liberty  and  not  of  bondage,  to 
ferve.it  with  the  mind  and  with  the  body  alfo,  which  they  do, 
when  they  live  like  Chrift,  and  copy  after  his  example, 
Rom.  vii.  22.  25.  1  John  ii.  6. 

Again,  we  with  to  remind  you,  brethren,  as  it  may  not  a 
little  aftift  you,  to  form  a  fcriptural  idea  of  the  law  as  a  co¬ 
venant  of  works  ;  that  in  many  places  in  the  New  Teftament, 
where  mention  is  made  of  the  law,  the  old  covenant,  the 
commandment,  and  of  carnal  ordinances,  and  the  hand-writ¬ 
ing  of  ordinances,  that  the  infpired  penmen  cannot  have  the 
moral  law  in  view,  no,  nor  yet  the  law,  as  the  covenant  of 
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works  ;  not  in  A6ts  xv.  5.  10.-— nor  in  the  allegory  of  Paul 
in  Gal.  iv.  21  to  28, — nor  in  Eph.  ii.  15.  Col.  ii.  .14. 
Heb.  vii.  16,  to  19.  viii.  7,  8,  9,  10.  In  the  firft  of  thefe 
places,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  called  a  yoke  of  bondage,  the 
ceremonial  law  is  evidently  intended  ;  for  Peter  ftirs  up  the 
difciples  to  a  regard  for  the  moral  law,  by  advifing  them  to 
abftain  from  fornication.  And  in  the  allegory  of  Hagar  and 
Sarah ,  he  means  the  two  covenants ;  the  covenant  of  Sinai , 
and  the  covenant  of  grace  :  had  the  covenant  of  works  been 
in  Paul’s  view,  he  would  have  led  us  up  to  Adam,  in  Eden ; 
but  he  carries  us  back  no  further  than  to  Mofes  on  Sinai . 
And  as  to  Chrift’s  abolifhing,  in  his  flefh,  the  enmity,  even 
the  law  of  commandments  contained  in  ordinances,  and  his 
blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances,  mentioned  in 
Eph.  ii.  15.  Col.  ii.  14.  this  cannot  be  underftood  of  the 
moral  law.  He  has  not  blotted  out  any  moral  precept,  or 
abolifhed  any  juft  and  holy  commandment  in  the  eternal  law 
of  nature ;  far  be  that  from  the  Lord  !  Feather,  as  it  refpedfs 
his  faved  people,  he  has  only  blotted  out  their  fins  and  debts, 
and  taken  away  all  charges  from  the  law,  by  fatisfying  all  its 
demands.  Here  are  precepts  and  ordinances  blotted  out;  but 
they  are  the  carnal  ones  of  the  ceremonial  law.  And  in  the 
feventh  of  Hebrews,  it  is  eafy  to  obferve  Paul  has  reference  to 
the  law  of  the  Levitical  priefthood,  contrafted  with  the  prieft- 
hood  of  Chrift  ;  and  by  the  two  covenants  mentioned  in  the 
next  chapter,  he  intends  the  old  covenant  made  with  the 
Jewifti  nation  (not  with  Adam)  and  the  new,  the  covenant  of 
grace. 

Befides,  brethren,  many  of  thefe  expreffions  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  improper  to  be  applied  to  the  law  of  nature,  or 
the  law  of  the  covenant  of  works  :  there  are  no  carnal  com¬ 
mandments  or  carnal  ordinances  in  the  moral  law,  or  in  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works.The  law  is  fpiritual,  holy,  juft,  and 
good,  and  the  covenant  of  works  is  founded  on  holinefs,  juf- 
tice,  and  truth.  Indeed,  we  have  to  blefs  God,  that  Chrift  is 
the  end  of  the  law,  as  to  a  juftifying  righteoufnefs  to  them 
that  believe.  He  has  fulfilled  it  as  to  an  endlefs  life,  difarmed 
it  of  its  terror,  and  believers  are  delivered  from  its  penalties 
as  a  covenant  of  works.  It  is  to  them  as  a  dead  hufband 
whofe  power  over  his  wife  ceafeth  at  his  death.  So  the  co¬ 
venant  of  works  ceafeth  to  have  dominion  over  the  people 
of  God,  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  faith  the  apoftle :  And  be¬ 
lievers,  who  are  married  to  Chrift,  are  no  adulterefles  nor 
Antinomians,  who  plead  their  freedom  from  the  covenant  of 
works,  [and  are  efpoufed  to  the  Lord  Jefus.  See  Rom.  ix. 
£4.  Our  view  in  leadingyou  to  diftinguifh  between  the  law 
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as  a  rule  of  life,  and  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is  to 
ftir  you  up,  with  becoming  zeal  for  God,  to  bid  defiance  to 
a  propofition,  that  is  an  infult  on  God’s  moral  government, 
viz.  that  believers  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  law  as  a  rule 
of  life.  What !  becaufe  Chrift  has  obeyed  it  to  an  endlefs 
life,  and  freed  his  believing  children  from  its  penalties,  as  to 
an  endlefs  death,  are  they  to  have  no  regard  to  its  holy  pre¬ 
cepts,  or  to  be  under  no  obligation  to  ferve  their  gracious  fove- 
reign,  agreeably  to  his  juft  commands  ? 

Having  made  our  way  plain,  we  now  affert,  T.  hat  the  law 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  in  its  genuine  and  fcriptural  fenfe,  is 
an  agreement,  a  league  or  contract  between  God  and  man, 
in  his  ftate  of  innocency.  On  the  part  of  God,  it  contained 
a  promifeofan  endlefs  life  to  Adam  and  his  pofterity,  upon 
his  perfe&ly  obeying  God’s  holy  law ;  with  a  threatening  of 
death,  in  every  view  of  it,  on  his  difobedience;  and  on  the 
part  of  man,  a  cordial  approbation  of  the  terms.  And  this  is 
properly  called  the  covenant  of  works,  becaufe  it  is  eftablilh- 
ed  on  man’s  obedience  as  the  profcuring  caufe  of  the  blifsful 
life  promifed;  'and  on  his  difobedience,  as  the  procuring  caufi? 
of  the  death  threatened. 

Secondly,  That  the  moral  law  given  to  Adam,  with  the 
preceding  agreement,  is  the  covenant  ot  works,  and  that  this 
covenant  of  works,  was  not  entered  into  with  Adam,  fimply 
in  his  own  perfon,  but  as  the  federal  head  of  his  pofterity-^ 
God,  on  the  one  part,  making  a  promife  to  him  and  his  pofte 
rity  of  a  blifsful  life,  (we  will  not  fay  of  heaven,  though  eter¬ 
nal  life  is  certainly  intended)  and  it  may  be  a  more  exalted 
ftate  than  that  he  was  then  in,  on  condition  of  his  perfectly 
keeping  the  whole  law  of  God,  of  which  happinefs,  the  tree  of 
life,  placed  in  the  midft  of  the  garden,  was  a  vifible  fign  or  fym- 
bol,  we  do  not  lay  a  feal,  though  as  good  as  a  feal  An  incite¬ 
ment  to  obedience  ;  a  conftant  remembrancei  ;  a  pledge  of  ths 
kindnefs  of  his  Maker;  and  alfo  a  token  of  the  pleafing  re- 
gard  God  would  fhew  to  his  fpotiefs  obedience.  The  other 
part  of  this  covenant  contained  a  threatening  of  death  to  hi?n - 
felf  and  his  pofterity ,  in  cafe  he  failed  to  obey  fo  good  and  juft 
a  ]aw> — Qf  this  punifhment  God  gave  him  likewife  a  vifible 
fign  or  fymbol,  in  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil.  This,  while  it  was  to  be  for  a  trial  of  his  integrity, 
continually  held  out  a  warning  to  him  ;  and  was  a  voice  from 
God  founding  in  his  ears--— Behold  in  me,  the  dreadful  doom 
jf  thou  touch  or  eat. 

Thirdly,  That  this  agreement,  or  covenant  of  works, 
entered  into  with  Adam  as  a  federal  head,  was  made  in  juftice 

g  g  J  ^ 


\ 


458 


THE  KENT  AND  SUSSEX  LETTER,  J792. 


and  equity,  altogether  worthy  of  God,  and  confonant  to  the 
rights  of  innocent  man,  appears  plain:  It  was  eftablifhed 
on  the  moral  perfections  of  God,  and  on  his  moral  govern¬ 
ment,  over  his  rational  innocent  creatures — It  breathes  no¬ 
thing  but  holinefs;  it  afks  for  nothing  but  purity,  love  to, 
and  delight  in  God ;  it  demands  only  a  reafonable'  fervice, 
that  man  be  juft,  holy,  and  good — and  only  punifhes  treafon 
againft  the  fwereign.  We  muft  fay,  the  difpenfation,  of  the 
covenant  of  works  was  truly  worthy  of  G.cd..  The  term? 
were  infinitely  juft  and  righteous,  fuchas-ajuft  God  could 
not  difpcnfe  with,  without  giving  up  his  right  of  governing  ; 
tins  was  the  pure  language  of  God  to  Adam,  our  federal 
head,  Obey  and  live,  you  and  yours;  obey,  and  you  .ire  en¬ 
titled  to  live  for  ever  :  my  rectitude  binds  mo  to  ;  .  i  >  iy 
word — to  preferve  to  you  unalienable  the  reward  of  you-, 
obedience;  but  difobey,  and  die,  fufter  my  juft  vengeance 
due  to  your  crimes.  He  that  doth  God’s  commandments, 
fhall  live  by  them,  Rom.  x.  5.  but  the  foul  that  unnetli  it 
(hall  die.  Ezek.  xviii.  4. 

Thirdly,  In  a  juft  covenant,  as  this  is,  no  one  of  the 
covenanters  is  to  be  forced  'into  the  bargain,  or  compelled  to, 
contraCI,-— uni efs  juftice,  equity,  and  right,  call  him  to  the 
engagement,  as  they  do  here.  Now  we  after  t,  that  Adam 
entered  as  freely,  as  he  did  juftly,  into  this  covenant  of 
works,  for  himfelf  and  his  pofterity.  The  ftnlefs  perfection  of 
his  nature  muft  have  made  it  a  delight  to  him  to  obey  God ; 
hence  he  wa^  willing  to  fulfil  the  condition  of  perfect  obedi¬ 
ence  ;  he  could  not  wifh  it  lefs,  as  he  then  was :  he  muft 
have  had  a  competent  knowledge  of  evil,  and  have  under- 
ftood  the  juftice  of  the  threatened  punifhment.  His  heart 
being  all  unifon  with  Gcd,  all  the  terms  in  this  covenant, 
doubtlefs,  had  his  hearty  Amen.  And  if  nothing  contrary 
to  this  appeared  on  man’s  part,  we  are  authorifed  to  fay. 
This  '  was  a  covenant  of  works  between  God  and  man. 
And  we  may  fuppofe  man  faying,  O  my  eternal  God, 
I  love  thee  too  v/ell  ever  to  offend  ao-ainft  thee — All 
that  thou  haft  commanded,  thy  fervant  will  moft  joyfully 
perform. 

But,  Fourthly,  It  may  be  afked,  Where  do  you  find  this 
covenant  in  Scripture?  We  own  there  was  a  lav/  of  works 
given  to  Adam ;  But  where  do  the  Scriptures  reprefent  it  as 
a  covenant  of  works  ? 

That  which  muft  fully  determine  our  judgment  on  thy 
federal  headfhip  of  Adam,  and  the  law  as  a  covenant  ot 
V/orks  is,  Firft,  The  univerfal  condemnation  of  Adam’s 

pofterity, 
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nofteritv,  by  his  eating  the  forbidden  fruit  The  apoftie  in 

V.om  vi  8.  fays,  By  the  offence  of  one  judgment  came  upon 

all  men  "to  condemnation.  The  juftice  of  this  condemnation 
cannot  be  fairly  maintained, without  confidermg  our  fu  ft  parent 
a  covenant  head  to  his  pofterity ;  the  law  laying  ;as  under  the 
penalty  of  death  for  his  firft  fin,  being  conhdered  as  having 

^Equally  clear  is  the  whole  of  that  paffage,  Rom.  v.  1 4 
_iq  in  reprefenting  Adam  and  his  pofterity,  and  C.hr, It 
and  9all  his  people.  Both  Adam  and  Chnft  are  let .  forh i  45 
covenant  heads ;  the  former  is  faid  to  be  a  figure  ot  the  L  » 
v.  12.  By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
fin  ■  and  fo  death  patted  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  firmed ; 
that  is,  all  have  finned  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  are  con- 
fidered  as  guilty  of  death,  and  under  the  fentence  of  it,  by 
the  imputation  of  Adam’s  fin.  The  words  are .  not  liter  a  y 
true  in  any  other  fenfe ;  for  our  new-born  infants  have- 
not  perfonally  finned  *  but  they  finned  in  Adam  as  their  co- 

Again,  yerfe  14.  Death  reigned  from  Adam  to  Moles  over 
them  that  had  not  finned,  after  the  iimilitude  of  Adam  s  tranl- 
o-reffion,  viz.  that  had  not  committed  actual  fin.  1  his  verle 
cannot  be  under  (food  of  adults  who  have  finned  as  he  id, 
but  of  our  new-born  infants,  who,  by  Adam’s  crime,  were  in¬ 
volved  in  condemnation,  and  obnoxious  to  death,  in  tms 
whole  paffage  we  find  that  all  our  race  are  expofed  to  deata  > 
that  they  are  dead ;  that  judgment  came  upon  them  to  con¬ 
demnation  ;  death  reigns  over  them,  and  they  a  i  maue 

finners  by  imputation.  , 

.Some  may  cavil  at  God’s  makng  Adam  a  covenant  nead  to 
his  pofterity,  and  for  putting  our  lives  and  inheritance  m  trul 
with  him:  but  this,  brethren,  we  believe  is  done  without  any 
juft  caufe,  nay, reflects  on  the  wifdom  and  righteoufneis  of  God. 
Gould  we  have  been  in  council,  we  judge  \ve  mould  have 
agreed  to  have  given  our  Firft  Father  the  honour  of  being  our 
truftee  j  and  fhould  have  highly  applauded  the  wifaom  m 
God,  and  alfo  Adam’s  integrity  had  he  conveyed  tire  bieiimg 
of  a  happy  life  to  us  ;  but  as  it  is,  God’s  perfections  are  un¬ 
impeachable.  We  have  all  reafon  to  fay,  itwa.sjui  ,  it  was 
kind  in  God  to  enter  into  a  covenant  with  man,  and  to  aarne 
him  that  endlefs  life  fhould  be  the  reward  of  his  obedience 
And  as  he  added  a  fign  and  pledge  to  his  promife  in  tne  tics 
of  life,  it  could  not  but  be  highly  pleading  to  man.  And  as 
he  had  fufficient  power  to  keep  God’s  law,  and  a  matcnieis 
delight  in  doing  it ;  ‘his  fin  was  of  himfelf,  his  puniiAme.nt 
the  juft  fruit  of  his  fin,  and  God  is  cleat. 
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1  he  whole  human  race,  as  the  offspring  of  the  firft  man* 
are  generated  into  the  world,  under  this  broken  covenant  ; 
1  eir  emg  lhapen  in  iniquity,  and  born  unclean,  proclaims 
it.  And  all  who  are  in  an  unregenerate  ftate,  and  as  unbe¬ 
lievers,  are  declaratively  under  this  covenant,  andfo  under  its 
curie  b  or  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  un¬ 
der  the  curfe  :  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  con¬ 
tinued!  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  to  do  them ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  al¬ 
ready.  The  terms  in  this  covenant  are  always  the  fame; 
Obey  perfeaiy,  or  die  eternally. 

And  though  man,  by  his  fall,  hath  loff  his  ffrength  to  keep 

e  aw,  Ood  has  not  loft  his  power  to  command,  nor  the 
law  its  authority.  No  allowance  can  be  made,  or  indeed  given, 
to  man  to  do  amifs.  If  he  fails  but  in  one  point  of  the  law, 
the  law  is  broken,  and  charges  the  guilty  Tinner  with  a  breach 

°f  ^  nm0  ?*.  ,  True  and  awful  as  thefe  ^ings  are,  fallen 
man  is  ftill  thinking  he  can  retrieve  his  lofs,  and  recover  life, 

and  the  favor  of  God  by  his  good  deeds  :  his  ignorance  and 
pride  buoy  him  up  with  flattering  hopes  that  he  can  yet  make 
up  the  breach  between  God  and  his  foul.  Though  he  is  every 
dayadding  fin  to  fin,  yet  he  will  not  allow  that  he  is  an  enemy 
to  God  But  this  is  all  deception ;  God  cannot  connive  at 
Jin :  wiidom  cannot  be  Impofed  upon :  neither  can  juftice  give 
up  its  rights,  or  the  Jaw  its  demands  :  it  is  the  miniftration  of 
death  to  gui  ty  man.  Nothing  but  an  intereft  in  the  fecond 

Adam  s  obedience,  bufferings,  and  fatisfadion,  can  infure  a 
iinner  s  falvation. 


H^\  ing  given  you,  dear  brethren,  a  defeription  of  the  co-. 
venant  of  works,  permit  us  now  to  lay  before  you  what  the 
Scriptures  fay  concerning  the  covenant  of  grace.— 
ms  is  a  league,  contract,  or  agreement  entered  into  by  the 
divine  perfons  in  the  Godhead  ;  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
in  the  eternal  council  of  heaven,  refpe&ing  the  falvation  of 
the  veftels  of  mercy  j  in  which  covenant,  a  plan  is  drawn,  and 
means  devifed  for  their  complete  releafe  from  fin  and  mifery : 
t«,eir  enjoyment  of  grace  in  time,  and  glory  in  the  world  to 
pome;  a  covenant  this  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure,  which 
IS  their  Nation,  and  all  their  defire.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 
pi  •  Jls  covenant  of  grace  is  made  with  eleft  perfons,  in 
,  ri  ^  eir  ^rurety  anc^  Mediator.  Thefe  perfons  have,  in 
le  covenant  of  giace,  as  all  mankind  had  in  the  covenant  of 
P^r7  a  reprefentative  and  federal  head,  .  and  this  head  is 
1  n  *  c  .IS  a  ^iead  to  his  church  in  a  variety  offenfes,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  following  feriptures,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  John  x. 
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10.  xiv.  6.  Eph.  iv.  15,  16.  v.  23.  and  Col.  ii.  19. 
But  what  we  mean  more  particularly  is  the  federal  headfhip 
of  Chrift  over  his  people.  In  no  other  way,  that  we  can  con¬ 
ceive,  could  we  enjoy,  from  his  obedience  and  death,  the  blef- 
fings  of  j  unification,  pardon,  and  falvation.  It  is  only  by  his 
being  a  covenant-head  to  his  people,  and  ftanding  in  their  law 
place,  that  what  he  did  and  fuffered  could  be  confidered  in  the 
fame  light  as  if  they  had  done  and  fuffered  thefe  things  in 
their  own  perfons ;  for  the  law  acquits  them,  and  accounts 
them  righteous,  in  this  way,  Rom.  viii.  3?  4*  And  this  head¬ 
fhip  of  Chrift  could  not  arife  from  the  nature  of  God,  nor 
any  natural  order  of  things  between  God  and  man.  Chrift  s 
mediatorial  office  was  certainly  grounded  on  the  fovereign 
good-will  and  pleafure  of  Jehovah,  fettled  and  agreed  upon 
between  the  divine  Three,  as  the  contracting  parties  ;  other- 
wife  it  might  have  been  an  eftablifhment  of  neceffity,  as  arif- 
ing  from  the  nature  or  perfonality  of  God.  This,  brethren, 
unfolds  the  riches  of  grace  in  the  falvation  of  Tinners. 

We  have  the  fulleft  evidence  in  the  Scriptures,  that  fuch  a 
covenant  has  been  entered  into  by  the  F ather  and  Chrift,  in 
which  the  latter  was  fet  up  as  the  federal  head.  Jehovah, 
the  Father,  declares  to  the  Son,  “  I,  the  Lord,  have  called 
thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will 
keep  thee  'and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  for  a 
light  to  the  Gentiles;  to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out 
the  prifoners  out  of  the  prifon,  and  them  that  fit  in  dark- 
nefs  out  of  the  prifon-houfe.”  Ifa.  xlii.  6,  7.  xlix.  I.  10. 
Pf.  xlv  and  lxxxix.  28,  34. 

The  very  names  of  Chrift,  and  all  the  offices  fuftained  by 
him,  clearly  difplay  this  com  pad;  the  whole  of  which  origi¬ 
nate  in  his  covenant  headfhip.  His  being  a  furety  and  me¬ 
diator,  a  brother  and  redeemer,  arifes  from  ftipulation :  his 
being  the  life,  light,  and  refuge  of  his  people  ; — their  wif- 
dom,  righteoufnefs,  fandification  and  redemption;  his 
being  a  Prophet  to  teach,  a  Prieft  to  atone,  a  King  to  rule, 
proceeds  from  this  covenant  agreement.  i  hefe  offices  and 
names  do  not  arife  out  of  the  nature  or  perfonality  of  God ; 
nor  from  the  fonfhip  of  Chrift,  for  he  would  have  been 
the  Son  of  God,  if  he  had  never  been  a  mediator :  they 
fpring  from  an  ad  of  the  fovereign  good-will  and  pleafure  of 
God. 

The  condud  of  the  Father  towards  Chrift  conftrains  us 
to  after t,  that  the  covenant  of  grace  is  an  agreement,  a 
ftipulation,  a  contrad ;  otherwife,  what  fhould  we  think  of 
the  Father’s  laying  our  fins  on  Chrift  ;  his  bruifing  him, 
'  and 
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and  putting  him  to  pain  for  the  crimes  of  others  ?  To  punifh 
the' innocent  for  the  guilt}7,  as  was  the  cafe  here,  would  make 
both  angels  and  men  think  themfelves  unfafe  under  tbe  go¬ 
vernment  of  God ;  but  Chrift’s  covenanting  to  become  a 
furety,  fets  this  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  vindicates  the 
juftice  of  God’s  proceedings  towards  him.  Chrift  volun¬ 
tarily,  Handing  in  our  Law-place,  took  our  debts  upon  him, 
and  became  accountable  for  our  difobedience ;  and  thus,  by 
his  ftripes  we  are  healed. 

W e  may  add,  that  the  parties  covenanting  to  redeem  and 
fave  men  were  equal  ;  Chrift  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God.  His  right  to  ftipulate  for  man’s  falvation 
is  undeniable,  and  that  he  did  fo  is  evident ;  he  entered  into 
this  covenant  freely  ;  made  himfelf  accountable  for  his  people’s 
tranfgreftions  ;  and  as  freely  and  faithfully  made  the  demanded 
fatisfaclion.  The  Father  provided  a  facrihce  for  fin,  in  the 
perfon  of  Chrift — Jefus  engaged  to  make  atonement,  and 
he  bled  on  the  accurfed  tree  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  a  contracting  party  in  this  covenant ; 
he  agreed  to  perform  his  part  in  the  falvation  of  man.  He  is 
called  the  Spirit  of  Chrift;  and  the  Spirit  of  God’s  S0/1 ;  not 
from  his  onenefs  in  nature  with  the  Father  and  the  S  on,  nor 
refpecling  his  perfonality,  but  purely  in  relation  to  the  cove¬ 
nant  ol  grace.  His  being  called  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  muft 
allude  to  his  office  in  this  covenant.  The  other  characters  alfo 
of  the  divine  fpirit  arife  from  his  engagements  in  the  covenant 
of  grace  5  a  teacher,  a  comforter,  a  fealer,  and  a  fandtifier  of 
the  people  of  God.  The  Spirit,  doubtlefs,  took  upon  himfelf, 
agreed,  and  covenanted  to  be  pofteffed  of,  thefe  offices ;  and  he 
performs  his  engagements  in  regenerating,  teaching,  comfort¬ 
ing,  lan edifying,  and  leading  God’s  people  into  all  truth. 

Nothing  can  be  more  folemn  than  the  manner  of  Jehovah’s 
covenanting  with  Chrift  about  the  falvation  of  dinners.  For¬ 
merly,  covenants  were  confirmed,  by  oaths  and  imprecations, 
flaying  of  animals,  and  cutting  them  in  twain,  and  fo  palling 
between  the  parts,  Gen.  xv.  9—12.  Jer.  xxxiv.  18,  19. 
God  fays,  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing 
that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips;  once  l  have  fworn  bv  my  holi- 
nefs  that  I  will  not  lie  to  David,  (that  is  Chrift)  his  feed  ftiall 
endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  fun  before  me,  Pf. 
lxxxix.  34.  Heb.  vi.  17,  18. 

Nothing  can  be  more  wile  than  the  terms  agreed  upon  in 
tins  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  conditions  to  be  performed  by 
•  he  covenanting  paitie'-.  On  the  Father's  part ,  preparing 
Omit  a  body  to  offer  as  a  facrifice  for  fin,  Heb,  x.  5.  Hence' 
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The  word  was  made  flelh  and  dwelt  among  us,  John  i.  1 4.  The 
Fai:  r  aifo  furniihed  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  with  gifts  to 
execute  his  Mediatorial  office,  Ifa.  xi.  2,  3.  Luke  iv.18.  The 
Father  engaged  to  be  with  and  fupporthim,  while  he  was  per¬ 
forming  his  will  on  earth.  Chrift,  having  finifhed  his  work 
of  fullering,  was  raifed  from  the  dead  by  the  Father,  Gal.  i.  1. 
The  human  nature  of  Chrift  is  exalted  by  the  Father  to  his 
own  ricrht  hand*,  and  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is 
given  to  him.  Mat.  xxviii.  1 8.  The  rule  and  adminiftration 
of  God’s  univerfal  kingdom  are  put  into  his  hands,  and  he  is 
conftituted  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead.  As  Chrift  was  the 
executor  of  the  plan  of  falvation,  it  was  neceftary,  and  highly 
jreafonabie,  that  all  this  glory  ftiould  be  annexed  to  his  office, 
as  the  o-reat  Plead  of  his  church.  Though  Jefus  luftered  mucn, 
he  loft  nothing  by  his  fufferings  ;  his  work  has  been  highly 
rewarded  in  the  pre-eminence  which  he  has  over  all  things, 
k  was  (aid  of  him,  that  he  ftiould  fee  the  fruit  of  the  travail  of  " 
his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied.  What  admirable  juftice,  truth,  and 
faithfulnefs,  has  the  Father  fhewn  to  our  covenant  head  Chrift, 
and  will  yet  (hew  to  his  covenant  people ! 

The  terms  agreed  upon  by  Chrift ,  and  which  he  has  faith-  ' 
fully  performed,  warrant  us  to  fay,  that  what  is  a  covenant  of 
grace  to  us,  was  a  covenant  of  works  to  Chrift.  For  he 
became  the  furety  of  his  people ;  he  engaged  his  heart  to  draw 
nigh  to  God  for  them,  Jer.  xxx.  21.  He  v/as  made  under 
the  law,  as  a  broken  covenant ;  as  the  fecond  Adam  he  en¬ 
gaged  to  fulfil  the  law,  which  he  did  by  his  obedience  unto 
death,  and  he  thus  brought  in  an  everlafting  juftifying  righte- 
oufnefs ;  he  engaged  to  redeem  his  people  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  them ;  to  keep  all  thofe  who 
were  committed  into  his  his  hands,  that  none  ftiould  be  loft, 
and  to  prefent  all  his  people  faultlefs  before  his  Father,  which 
will  be  done  in  his  own  due  time.  Upon  his  fulfilling  thefce 
conditions,  the  Father  promifed  the  Spirit  to  prepare  all  the 
veflels  of  mercy  for  heaven.  The  four  evangelifts  will  in¬ 
form  you,  brethren,  how  well  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift  per¬ 
formed  the  conditions  of  this  covenant;  how  fweetly  he 
preached  glad  tidings !  What  numerous  miracles  he  wrought  1 
Every  precept  of  the  divine  law  was  written  on  his  holy 
heart,  and  was  to  be  read  111  his  fpotleis  life  !  How  readily 
he  went  to  Jerufalem  to  die  for  his  people  !  How  lovingly  he 
ftied  his  blood  for  the  remiffion  of  their  fins  !  How  completely 
he  finifhed  his  work  !  Sing,  O  heavens  !  Be  joyful,  O  earth  1 
Clap  your  hands,  ye  people  !  Salvation,  and  honour,  and 
be  unto  God  an  d  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  !  The 
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glory  of  the  divine  perfections  fhines  refplendently  in  the  fal~ 
vation  of  un-numbered  millions  of  our  fallen  race  !  A  fubject: 
which  fliall  for  ever  fill  their  hearts  with  joy,  and  their 
tongues  with  endlefs  praife  to  the  God  of  grace. 

The  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confidered  as  a  Tejlameniy 
and  it  is  fo  called  of  Chrifl:,  and  the  apoftle  Paul,  as  con- 
taining  a  gift  or  legacy,  which  is  falvation,  founded  on  the 
death  of  Chrifl:  the  teftator.  This  teftamcnt  was  drawn  up 
in  the  councils  of  God,  and  confirmed  by  oaths  and  promifes; 
in  which  the  Almighty  Father  made  over  to  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrifl:,  an  inheritance  of  grace  and  glory,  which  his  elect 
Ihould  fhare  as  joint-heirs  with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Having  given  you,  dear  brethren,  a  brief  view  of  the 
two  covenants,  let  us  now,  in  conclufion,  juft  mention  the 
excellency  of  this  eftablifhment  of  grace  in  its  influence  upon 
the  heart. 

The  covenant  of  grace,  publifhed  in  thegofpel,  vindicates 
the  honour  of  God :  in  the  belief  of  it,  we  find  the  molt 
fhining  characters  ;  a  long  lift  of  which  is  made  out  by  the 
apoftle  Paul,  Heb.  xi.  How  faint  and  fuperficial  do  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  morals  of  the  wifeft  heathen  appear,  when  compared 
with  the  lhining  virtue,  and  heavenly  deeds  of  thefe  men  of 
God !  Mere  moral  virtue  never  carries  the  mind  above  the 
World,  but  grace  gives  fpiritual  life  and  wifdom  ;  by  this  the 
moft  fecret  fins  are  detefted,  old  things  pafs  away,  and,  be¬ 
hold,  all  things  become  new  !  Holy  brethren,  may  we  all  be 
united  to  praile  God,  for  our  deliverance  from  the  covenant  of 
works,  and  for  an  intereft  in  the  covenant  of  grace ;  but  let  us 
be  aware  that  we  do  not  oppofe  Chrifl:,  in  denying  a  proper  ufe 
of  the  law,  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation  :  he  makes  good  ufe  of 
it  for  conviction,  for  reproof,  and  for  direction.  He  holds  it 
up  as  a  glafs  for  us  to  fee  our  daily  imperfections  in,  that  we 
may  more  quickly  apply  to  him  for  cleanfing  and  recovery. 
Labour  therefore,  brethren,  to  ufe  the  law,  as  Chrifl:  has 
ftated  it  in  his  word. 

Let  it  be  further  obferved,  that  God  never  defigned  by  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  in  giving  falvation  to  men,  to  fet 
afide  maxims  of  juftice,  or  to  caft  down  any  rule  of  right, 
or  to  fubvert  the  univerfal  law  of  nature.  We  blefs  God, 
that  he  has  given  us  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  and  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Chrifl,  that  we  might  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  conver- 
fation  and  godlinefs. 

Dear  brethren,  we  wifh  even  your  perfection ;  may  you  in¬ 
deed  be  blefled  with  a  clear  judgment,  to  difcern  the  excellen¬ 
cies  of  gofpel  truth  !  May  your  zeal  be  fervent,  for  the  glory 
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of  God,  and  for  each  others  good  !  May  you  ever  afcribe  the 
whole  of  your  falvation  to  God,  and  hate  every  falfe  way  I 
May  you  do  honour  to  your  principles  byy  our  moderation, 
godly  tempers,  and  humble  deportment;  nd  by  a  fteady  and 
zealous  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  ! 

We  befeechyou  to  make  the  molt  diligent  inquiry  after  th® 
feal  of  this  covenant  upon  your  own  hearts :  the.  ratification 
or  feal  of  the  covenant  to  us,  was  the  blood  of  Chriit  .  .But 
that  which  is  the  feal  or  confirmation  of  our  inter  eft  in  the 
covenant  is  our  receiving  the  Holy  Spirit ;  his  regenerating 
our  fouls,  and  writing  the  laws  of  God  in  our  hearts ;  his 
becoming  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  and  giving  us  light,  life,  and 

liberty. 

Finally,  dear  brethren,  in  fie  Lord,  we  with,  you  to 
diftinguifh  true  religion  from  that  which  is  falfe.  It  certainly 
does  not  con.fift  in  a  working  lor  life  in  a  dead,  unfruitful 
faith— in  an  hiftorical  knowledge  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
nor  in  crying  up  the  liberty  ot  the  gofpel,  to  frighten  duty 
out  of  door?.  It  confifts  no  more  in  empty  knowledge, 
than  in  “  Do  and  live.”  The  high-flown  profeffor  of 
grace,  whofe  heart  is  not  right  with  God,  is  as  muen  under 
condemnation  as  the  openly  profane  finner,  and  his  ltate  more 
dreadful.  True  religion  appears  in  its  fruits;,  in  mens 
having  tender  confidences,  a  broken  heart,  a  contrite  fpirit,  a 
holy  hatred  of  fin,  a  deep  fenfe  of  their  unworthinefs ;  being 
filled  with  admiration  of  Jelus  the  Saviour,  and  living  upon 
his  fulnefs  daily thefie  things  proclaim  us  legatees  in  the 
covenant  of  grace.  W  e  remain  your  affectionate  brethren 

kt  the  Lord 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  whole,  by 

THOMAS  PURDY. 
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YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  ASSOCIATION 

OF  MINISTERS, 

CALLED  PARTICULAR  BAPTISTS, 

Conne&ed  with  the  Churches  which  meet  at  Gilder  fame,  Leeds  $ 
Raw  don,  Halifax ,  Salendine-nook ,  Wainjgate ,  Hebden - 
Bridge ,  Rochdale ,  Bacup,  Cloughfold,  Ackrington ,  Black¬ 
burn,  P  reft  on,  Colne ,  Barnoldfwick ,  Cowling- Hill,  Sutton 5 
and  Elland ; 


Met  at  Cowling-Hilt,  May  30th  and  51ft,  1792. 

Wedneftday ,  May  30th,  the  public  fervice  began  at  two  o*clock> 
when  Mr.  Sharp  opened  the  meeting  by  finging  and  prayer,  and 
Mr.  Hirfl  preached  from  Rom.  iii.  9. 

Met  again  at  half  pad;  five,  Mr.  FawCett  fen.  beganthe  fervice 
by  finging  and  prayer.  Mr.  Afhworth  was  chofen  moderator. 
The  letters  were  read  from  the  various  churches,  and  the  circular 
letter,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wood,  on  Christian  Zeal,*  was 
read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  immediately.  Mn 
Hartley  concluded  the  fervice  in  prayer. 

Met  again  Thurftday  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  Mr.  Hindle 
began  the  fervice  in  prayer.  Mr.  Littlewood  preached  from 
Hof.  xiv.  2.  Mr.  Afhworth  preached  from  Eph.  iv.-  20,  21.  and 
concluded  with  prayer. 

The  church  at  Elland  was  taken  into  the  affociation.  It  was 
agreed  to  hold  the  next  affociation  at  Mafborough,  near  Rother- 
Per*ons  then  to  preach  are  Meffrs  Hindle,  Afhworth, 
and  Hirfl;  in  cafe  of  failure,  Meffrs  Wood,  Fawcett,  and  Little- 

W00,.  .^r*  Hindle  to  draw  up  the  circular  letter,  the  fubjedt 
Of  which  is  to  be  «  The  Croft  o/Ckrift.” 

.  On  the  whole,  it  appeared,  that  though  fome  of  the  churches 
in  this  connexion  are  in  a  low  fituation,  yet  that  others  of  them 
are  in  a  more  profperous  flate. 

State  of  numbers  fince  the  former  affociation. 


Baptized 

Reflored 


43 

2 


Excluded 

Dead 


6 

*7 


Jhe  ,AUt,h0r  h»s,entered  in»  the  fubjedl  of  Zeal,  on  which  he 
wtites  his  letter  fills  fourteen  oftavo  pages,  but  was  not  received  till 
„  1793?  when  onoft  of  the  materials  for  No.  6  were  arranged, 

ihe  Northamptonfhire  Letter,  *>n  the  fame  Chriftian  Grace,  having  juft 
ZC^it<Wenty  P;sesJof  the  Regifter,  viz.  from  420  to  440,  and  much 

BrJwwnSrih,ndi  wf  are  now  unde*  the  neceflity  of  omitting 
ciothei  Wood  s  letter-— a  letter  which  does  him  credit.  Editor. 
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A 


FOR  I792, 

Of  the  principal  books  and  pamphlets  which  have 
been  lately  printed  by  the  Baptists;  with  a  few  others, 
whofe  Authors  are  here  diftinguiftied  by  the  denomination 
to  which  they  belong. 

B. 

Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  A.  M.  (A  Congregationalift). 

Member  ol  the  Philofophical  Society  in  Philadelphia,  and  of  the 
#  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  Maflachufetts. 

The  HiftoryofNEvv  Hampshire, N.  A.  in  three  volumes,  8vo. 

Vol.  1.  Comprehending  the  events  of  one  complete  century, 
from  the  difcovery  of  the  river  Pafcataqua. 

\ol.  n.  Comprehending  the  events  of  feventy-five  years,  from 
1 7 1 5  to  1 7 9° 3  Hluft rated  by  a  New  Map  of  the  State. 

Vol.  hi.  Containing  a  geographical  defcription  of  the  State, 
with  Sketches  of  its  Natural  Hiftory,  Productions,  Improve¬ 
ments,  and  prefent  hate  of  Society,  Manners,  Laws,  and  Go¬ 
vernment. 

Sold  by  Dilly,  London.  Price  18s.  in  boards. 

Rev.  James  Bicheno,  Newberry. 

The  Signs  of  the  Times;  or.  the  Overthrow  of  the  Papal  Ty¬ 
ranny  m  France,  the  prelude  of  Deftrudion  to  Popery  and 
Defpotifm,  and  of  Peace  to  mankind.  8vo.  pp.  76.  Priceis.  6d. 

Sold  by  Parfons,  London;  and  by  James  and  Cottel,  Briftol. 

Rev.  Abraham  Booth,  London. 

A  Defence  of  Psedobaptifm  examined;  or,  Animadverfions  on 
Dr.  Edward  Williams’s  Antiptedobaptifm  examined: 
izmo.  pp.  513.  price  4s.  in  boards. 

Sold  by  Dilly  and  Knott,  London. 


D. 

^  Rev.  Thomas  Dunscombe,  A.  M.  Coat,  Oxon. 

The  1  ribute  of  AfFeClion,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Evans;  a  Difcourfe  addreffed  to  the  Briftol  Education  Society, 
at  their  Annual  Meeting  in  Broadmead,  Aug.  22,  1792;  to 
which  is  added.  Dr.  Evans’s  Addrefs  to  his  Students, ,  deli¬ 
vered  to  them  the  firft  time  April  12,  1770.  8vo.  pp.  4.8. 
price  is.  rr  ‘t 

So;d  by  Otridge,  Knott,  and  Button,  London;  and  by  Evans 

and  Brown  at  Briftol. 

H  k  Rev, 
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E. 

Rev.  Peter  Edwards,  Portfmouth  Common. . 

Parvulus  Conatus. — The  White’s  Row  Ledlure  a  little  en¬ 
larged;  on  Rom.  vi.  i,  2.  What  Jhall  we  fay  then? .  Shall  we 
continue  in  fen  that  grace  may  abound?  God  forbid,  bf.  Deli¬ 
vered  Tuefday  Nov.  23,  1  790,  on  Portfmouth  Common. 

8vo.  pp.  32.  Sold  by  Whitewood,  Portfmouth. 

The  late  Rev.  Caleb  Evans,  D.  D.  Briftol. 

The  Deceitfulnefs  of  Sin;  a  Sermon,  addreffed  to  the  youth  in 
the  fchool  at  Bratton,  Wilts.  Oft.  28,  1789,  occafioned  by 
the  untimely  death  of  one  of  the  fcholars.  T.  he  text  Pieb.  iii. 
13.  Exhort  one  another  daily,  whiljl  it  is  called  to-day,  leji  any 
of  you  be  hardened,  &c.  8vo.  pp.  27*  price  6d. 

Sold  by  Evans,  Briftol;  Otridge  and  Button,  London-. 

Rev.  John  Evans*,  A.  M. 

An  Addrefs,  humbly  defigned  to  promote  a  Religious  Revival 
among  the  General  Baptifts.  i2mo.  pp.  24.  price  4b. 

Sold  "by  Johnfon,  Taylor,  Marfom,  and  Brown,  London. 

F. 

P.ev.  Andrew  Fuller,  Kettering. 

The  Bleffednefs  of  the  Dead  who  die  in  the  Lord ;  a  Sermon, 
delivered  at  Kettering,  in  Northamptonftiire,  at  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Beeby  Wallis,  who  departed  this  life  April  2,  1792. 
Text,  Rev.  xiv.  13,  And  I  heard  a  voice,  from  heaven  faying 
untome.  Write,  Blejfed  are  the  Dead,  Ac.  8vo.  pp.  25.  price6d. 

Sold  by  Dilly,  and  Gardiner,  London;  and  Collis,  Kettering. 

H. 

Rev.  James  Hinton,  Oxford. 

Vindication  of  the  Difienters  in  Oxford,  addreffed  to  the  In¬ 
habitants;  m  reply  to  Dr.  Tatham  s  Sermon,  lately  publilhed, 
after  having  been  preached  in  Oxford  many  Sundays  juccejfively. 
The  3d  Edition.  8vo.  pp.  20.  price  3d. 

Sold  by  Johnfon,  and  Knott,  London. 

L. 

Rev.  John  Lid  don,  Hemel-Hempftead. 

The  Genuine  principles  of  all  Religious  Diiienters,  and  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  in  England,  illuftrated  and 
defended;  a  Sermon,  delivered  on  Nov.  4,  1792,  to  the  Con¬ 
gregation  of  Proteftant  Diffenters,  in  Hemel-Hempftead,  pp. 
32,  8vo. 

Sold  by  Johnfon,  Dilly,  Knott,  and  Gurney,  London. 
Rev  John  Lloyd,  removed  from  Tenterden  to  London. 

The  Sovereignty  of  Grace,  and  the  Myftery  of  Providence,  ex¬ 
emplified/in  a  feries  of  Letters  to  a  Friend.  8vo.  pp.  01. 
price  is.  .Sold  by  Button,  and  Thomas,  London. 

*  A  General  Baptift  minifter  of  Worfhip-ftreet,  London. 

Rev. 
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P. 

Rev.  William  Price,  Leeds. 

Remarks  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard's  Difcourfe  on  Baptifm ;  in 
Three  Letters  to  a  Friend.  8vo.  pp.  70.  price  is. 

Sold  at  the  Veftry  of  the  Ebenezer  Chapel,  Leeds. 

R. 

John  Rippon,  London. 

The  gentle  difmiffion  of  Saints  from  Earth  to  Heaven  im¬ 
proved;  a  Sermon,  ocafioned  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev. 
John  Ryland,  fen.  A.  M.  who  departed  this  life  at  En¬ 
field  (near  London),  July  24,  1792,  in  the  69th  year  of  his 
age ;  preached  firft  at  his  funeral  at  Northampton,  on  Lord’s- 
day  evening,  July  29,  and  afterwards  in  London. 

Second  Edition.  8vo.  pp.  56.  price  9d. 

Sold  by  Lilly,  London  ;  Brown  and  James,  Briftol;  Binns  at 
Leeds;  and  by  the  lame  perfons  in  America  who  fell  the 
Author’s  Regifter,  Hymn  and  Tune  Books, 

The  late  Rev. Robert  Robinson,  Cambridge. 

Chriftian  Sub  million  to  Civil  Government;  a  Difcourfe  preached 
on  Jan.  30,  1780,  at  the  Meeting  Houfe  in  St.  Andrew’s,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  on  Rom.  xiii.  1— 7.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeSt  to  the 
higher  powers.  See. 

Second  Edition,  8vo.  1792.  pp.  31.  pricebd. 

Sold  by  Mathews,  Jordan,  Alh,  Sec.  London. 

Rev.  Anthony  Robinson,  Kirkland. 

A  Short  Hiftory  of  the  Perfecution  of  Chriftia'nity,  by  jews. 
Heathens,  and  Chriftians;  to  which  are  added.  An  Account 
of  the  prefent  date  of  Religion  in  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  fome  Obfervations  on  Civil  Eftablilhments  of  Reli¬ 
gion.  Svo.  pp.  150.  price  2s.  1792. 

Sold  by  Jollie,  Carlifie  ;  and  Johnfen,  London. 

The  late  Rev.  John  Ryland,  fen.  A.  M. 

I.  An  Addrefs  to  the  Ingenuous  Youth  of  Great  Britain;  together 
with  a  Body  of  Divinity  in  Minature:  To  which  is  fubjoined, 
A  Plan  of  Education,  adapted  to  the  ufe  of  Schools,  and 
which  has  been  carried  into  execution  during  a  courfe  of  rear 
50  years.  Small  fize,  pp.  143.  price  is.  6d.  or  2s.  witha  ftriking 
likenefs  of  the  Author,  1792. 

II.  Select  Efluys  on  the  Moral  Virtues,  and  on  Genius,  Science, 

and  Tafte  ;  interfperfed  with  ftriking  fabts,  defigned  to  lead 
the  Britilh  Youth  into  the  belt  methods  of  ftudy,  and  the  moft 
eaiy  attainment  of  Knowledge;  being  the  laft  work  of  the 
Author’s  life.  Small  fize,  price  is.  6d.  1792. 

Both  article?  fold  by  Symonds,  London. 
h  h  2 


Rev. 
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S. 

Rev.  John  Smalley,  Farmington,  (A  Paedobaptift.) 

The  Inability  of  the  Sinner  to  comply  with  the  Gofpel,  his  in- 
excufable  guilt  in  not  complying  with  it,  and  the  confiftency 
of  thefe  with  each  other  illullrated;  in  two  Difcourfes  on  John 
vi.  44.  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father,  & c. 

Re-publifhed  by  the  Rev.  John  Sut cliff,  of  Olney,  8vo.  pp. 

58.  clofe  printed,  with  very  long  notes,  price  is. 

Sold  by  Dilly,  London;  Galloway,  Edinburgh;  James,  Briftol. 

T. 

Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  A.  M.  Abingdon. 

An  Exhortation  to  Peace,  Loyalty,  and  the  fupport  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  addrefted  to  a  congregation  of  Proteftant  Diifenters,  in 
Abingdon,  Berks;  at  the  clofe  of  a  Sermon,  preached  in  the 
morning  of  the  Lord’s-day,  Dec.  9,  1792. 

Second  Edition,  price  2d.  or  is.  6d.  per  dozen. 

Sold  by  Knott,  London;  and  by  Watts  at  Abingdon. 

U. 

Revifed  by  Rev.  J  ames  Upton,  London. 

Piety  the  beil  Portion ;  or.  Gold  and  Grace  weighed  in  the 
balance  ;  wherein  fome  dire&ions  how  to  proceed  regularly  to¬ 
wards  the  married  Hate  are  propofed ;  by  William  Herbert. 
Price  6d. 

Rev.  Charles  Whitfield,  Hamfterley,  Durham. 

The  Obligations  to  Moral  and  Mental  Improvement  Hated,  and 
the  ufe  of  books  recommended,  efpecially  to  Youth:  In  which 
are  contained.  Rules  for  Reading,  and  the  choice  of  books ;  with 
feledt  books  upon  Religion,  in  fix  views  of  it,  viz.  the  nature 
and  defign — the  truth  and  evidence — the  power  and  influence 
--•the  peace  and  confolations — the  focial  order,  inllitutions, 
and  practice  of  it — and  the  rational  pleafures  and  entertain¬ 
ments  which  it  affords ;  a  Sermon  pleached  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Proteftant  Diifenters,  in  Hamllerly,  Durham,  Jan. 
22,  1792,  8vo.  price  6d.  Sold  by  Charnley,  Newcaf- 
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An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Mr.  DAVID  GEORGE, 
from  Sierra  Leone  in  Africa;  given  by  himfelfina  Con- 
verfation  with  Brother  Rippon  of  London,  and  Brother 
Pearce  of  Birmingham. 

I  was  born  in  Eflex  county,  Virginia,  about  50  or  60  miles 
from  Williamfburg,  on  Nottaway  river,  of  parents  who  were 
brought  from  Africa,  but  who  had  not  the  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes.  The  firft  work  I  did  was  fetching  water,  and 
carding  of  cotton ;  afterwards  I  was  fent  into  the  held  to 
work  about  the  Indian  corn  and  tobacco,  till  I  was  about  19 
years  old.  My  father’s  name  was  John,  and  my  mother’s 
Judith.  I  had  four  brothers,  and  four  filters,  who,  with 
myfelf,  were  all  born  in  flavery :  our  mailer’s  name  was 
Chapel — a  very  bad  man  to  the  Negroes.  My  oldeil  fifler 
was  called  Patty;  I  have  feen  her  feveral  times  fo  whipped 
that  her  back  has  been  all  corruption,  as  though  it  would 
rot.  My  brother  Dick  ran  away,  but  they  caught  him,  and 
brought  him  home  ;  and  as  they  were  going  to  tie  him  up, 
hebroke  away  again,  and  they  hunted  him  with  horfes  and  dogs, 
till  they  took  him  ;  then  they  hung  him  up  to  a  cherry-tree 
in  the  yard,  by  his  two  hands,  quite  naked,  except  his 
breeches,  with  his  feet  about  half  a  yard  from  the  ground. 
They  tied  his  legs  clofe  together,  and  put  a  pole  between 
them,  at  one  end  of  which  one  of  the  owner’s  fons  fat,  to 
keep  him  down,  and  another  fon  at  the  other.  After  he  had 
received  500  ladies,  or  more,  they  wafhed  his  back  with  fait 
water,  and  whipped  it  in,  as  well  as  rubbed  it  in  with  a 
rag;  and  then  dire£lly  fent  him  to  work  in  pulling  off  the 
fuckers  of  tobacco.  I  alfo  have  been  whipped  many  a  time 
on  my  naked  fkin,  and  fometimes  till  the  blood  has  run  down 
over  my  waiftband ;  but  the  greateft  grief  I  then  had  was 
to  fee  them  whip  my  mother,  and  to  hear  her,  on  her  knees, 
begging  for  mercy.  She  was  mafter’s  cook,  and  if  they 
only  thought  fhe  might  do  any  thing  better  than  die  did,  in- 
Head  of  fpeaking  to  her  as  to  a  fervant,  they  would  ftrip  her 
diredlly,  and  cut  away.  I  believe  fhe  was  on  her  death-bed 
when  I  got  oft',  but  I  have  never  heard  fince.  Mafter’s 
rough  and  cruel  ufage  was  the  reafon  of  my  running-away. 
Before  this  time  I  ufed  to  drink,  but  not  fteal ;  did  not  fear 
hell,  was  without  knowledge ;  though  I  went  fometimes  to 
Nottaway,  the  Englifh  church,  about  eight  or  nine  miles 
oft'.  I  left  the  plantation  about  midnight,  walked  all  night, 
got  into  Brunfwick  county,  then  over  Roanoak  river,  and 
foon  met  with  fome  White  travelling  people,  who.  helped  me 
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on  to  Poke  river.  When  I  had  been  at  work  there  two  or 
three  weeks,  a  hue  and  cry  found  me  out,  and  the  maker 
faid  to  me,  there  are  30  guineas  offered  for  you,  but  I  will 
have  no  hand  in  it :  I  would  advife  you  to  make  your  way 
towards  Savannah  river.  I  hearkened  to  him,  but  was  feveral 
weeks  going.  I  worked  there,  I  fuppofe,  as  long  as  two 
years,  with  John  Green,  a  white  man,  before  they  came 
after  me  again.  Then  I  ran  away  up  among  the  Creek 
Indians.  As  I  travelled  from  Savanah  river,  I  came  to  Oke- 
mulgee  river,  near  which  the  Indians  obferved  my  tracK. 
They  can  tell  the  Black  people's  track  from  their  own,  be- 
caufe  they  are  hollow  in  the  midft  of  their  feet,  and  the 
Black’s  feet  are  flatter  than  theirs.  They  followed  my  track 
down  to  the  river,  where  I  was  making  a  long  raft  to  crofs 
over  with.  One  of  thefe  Indians  was  a  king,  called  Blue 
Salt;  he  could  talk  a  little  broken  Englifh.  He  took  and 
carried  me  away  about  17  or  18  miles  into  the  v/oods  to  his 
camp,  where  they  had  bear  meat,  deer  meat,  turkies,  and 
wild  potatoes.  I  was  his  prize,  and  lived  with  him  from  the 
Chriftmas  month  till  April,  when  he  went  into  his  town 
Augufta,  in  the  Creek  nation.  I  made  fences,  dug  the 
ground,  planted  corn,  and  worked  hard;  but  the  people  v/ere 
kind  to  me.  S.  C.  my  maker’s  fon,  came  there  forme,  from 
Virginia,  I  fuppofe  800  miles,  and  paid  king  Blue  Salt  for 
me  in  rum,  linnen,  and  a  gun;  but  before  he  could  take 
me  out  of  the  Creek  nation,  I  efcaped  and  went  to  the  N au 'li¬ 
chee  Indians,  and  got  to  live  with  their  king.  Jack,  who 
employed  me  a  few  weeks.  S.  C.  was  waiting  this 
while  in  hopes  to  have  me.  Mr.  Gaul  fin,  who  lived  on 
Savannah  river,  at  Silver  Bluff,  and  who  was  afterwards  my 
maker,  traded  in  thefe  parts  among  the  Indians  in  deer  fkins. 
He  had  a  manager  here,  whofe  name  was  John  Miller.  Mr. 
Miller  knew  king  Tack,  and  agreed  with  him  and  S.  C.  as  to 
the  price  Mr.  Gaulfin  was  to  pay  for  me.  Sol  came  away 
from  king  Jack,  who  gave  me  into  the  hands  of  John  Miller. 
Now  I  mended  deer  fkins,  and  kept  their  horfes  together, 
that  they  might  not  wander  too  far  and  be  lok.  I  ufod  alfo 
once  a  year  to  go  down  with  the  horfes,  carrying  deer  fkins, 
to  Mr.  Gaulfins’,  at  Silver  Bluff.  The  dilbance,  I  think,  was 
400  miles,  over  five  or  fix  river?,  which  we  eroded  in  leather 
boats.  After  three  years,  when  I  came  down, I  told  Mr.  Gaulfin, 
that  I  w idled  to  live  with  him  at  Silver  Bluff.  He  told 
me  I  fhould :  fo  he  took  me  to  wait  upon  him,  and  was  very 
kind  to  me.  I  was  with  him  about  four  years,  I  tkink,  be¬ 
fore  I  was  married.  Here  I  lived  a  bad  life,  and  had  no  fe- 

rious  thoughts  about  my  foul ;  but  after  mv  wife  was  de- 

livered 


V 


f  \ 


.  •  •  -f  fit  ' 

LIFE  OF  MR.  DAVID  GEORGE.  475 

livered  of  our  ftrft  child,  a  man  of  my  own  color,  named 
Cyrus,  who  came  from  Charieftown,  South  Carolina,  to 
Silver  Bluff,  told  me  one  day  in  the  woods,  That  if  I  lived 
fo,  I  fhould  never  fee  the  face  of  God  in  glory  ( Whether  he 
himfelf  was  a  converted  man  or  not,  I  do  not  know.)  Fins 
v/as  the  fir  ft  thing  that  difturbed  me,  and  gave  roe  much 
concern.  I  thought  then  that  I  muff  be  faved  by  prayer.  I 
uled  to  fay  the  Lord’s  prayer,  that  it  might  make  be  better, 
but  I  feared  that  I  grew  worfe ;  and  I  continued  worfe  and 
worfe,  as  long  as  I  thought  I  would  do  fome  thing  to  make 
me  better ;  till  at  laft  it  feemed  as  if  there  was  no  poffibiiity 
of  relief,  and  that  I  muff  go  to  hell.  I  faw  myfelf  a  mafs  of 
fin.  I  could  not  read,  and  had  no  fcriptures.  I  did  not 
think  of  Adam  and  Eve’s  fin,  but  /  was  fin.  I  felt  my  own 
p’ayue ;  and  I  was  fo  overcome  that  I  could  not  wait  upon 
my  mailer.  I  told  him  I  was  ill.  1  felt  myfelf  at  the  dilpolal 
of  Sovereign  mercy.  At  lail  in  prayer  to  God  I  began  to 
think  that  he  would  deliver  me,  but  I  did  not  know  how. 
Soon  after  I  fiw  that  I  could  not  be  faved  by  any  of  my  own  do¬ 
ings,  but  that  it  muft  be  by  God’s  mercy — that  my  fins 
had  crucified  Chrift  ;  and  now  the  Lord  took  away  my 
diftrefs.  I  was  lure  that  the  Lord  took  it  away,  becaufe  I 
had  fuch  pleafure  and  joy  in  my  foul,  that  no  man  could  give 
me.  Soon  after  I  heard  brother  George  Lie! e  preach,  who, 
as  you  both  know,  is  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica*.  I  knew 
him  ever  fince  he  was  a  boy.  I  am  older  than  he  ;  I  am  about 
fifty.  His  fermon  was  very  iuitable,  on  Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  labour,  and  are  heavy  leaden ,  and  1  will  give  you  rejt. 
When  it  was  ended,  I  went  to  him  and  told  him  I  was  lb ; 
That  I  was  wear y  and  heavy  laden,  and  that  die  grace  of  God 
had  given  me  reft.  Indeed  his  whole  difcourfe  feemed  for  me. 
Afterwards  brother  Palmer,  who  was  pallor  at  fome  diflancc 
from  Silver  Bluff,  came  and  preached  to  a  large  congregation 
at  a  mill  of  Mr.  Gaulrin’s;  he  was  a  very  powerful  preacher; 
and  as  he  was  returning  home  Lord’s-day  evening,  I  went 
with  him  two  or  three  miles,  and  told  him  how  it  was  with 
me.  About  this  time  more  of  my  fellow-creatures  began  to 
feek  the  Lord.  Afterwards  Brother  Palmer  came  again  and 
wifhed  us  to  bes:  Mafter  to  let  him  preach  to  us :  and  he 
had  leave,  and  came  frequently.  1  'here  were  eight  of  us 
now  who  had  found  the  great  blefffng  and  mercy  from  the 
Lord,  and  my  wife  was  one  of  them,  and  brother  Jeffe  Gaulfin 
|hat  you  mention  in  the  Kiftory  of  us  poor  flaves,  was  ano- 
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another  *.  Brother  Palmer  appointed  a  Saturday  evening  to 
hear  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  us,  and  the  next  day°  he 
baptized  us  in  the  Mill-ftream.  Some  time  afterwards,  when 
Brother  George  Liele  came  again,  and  preached  in  a  corn 
held,  I  had  a  great  defire  to  pray  with  the  people  myfeif, 
but  1  was  afhamed,  and  went  to  a  fwamp  and  poured  out 
my  heart  before  the  Lord.  I  then  came  back  to  Brother 
George  Liele,  and  told  him  my  cafe.  He  faid,  In  the  in¬ 
tervals  offervice  you  fhould  engage  in  prayer  with  the  friends. 
At  another  time,  when  he  was  preaching,  I  felt  the  fame  de¬ 
fire,  and  after  he  had  done,  I  began  in  prayer — it  gave  me 
gieat  lelief,  and  I  went  home  with  a  defire  for  nothing  elfe 
but  to  talk  to  the  brothers  and  fillers  about  the  Lord.  Bro¬ 
ther  Palmer  formed  us  into  a  church,  and  gave  us  the  Lord’s 
fuppei  at  Silver  Bluff.  Then  I  began  to  exhort  in  the 
church,  and  learned  to  fing  hymns.  The  firft  I  learned  out 
cf  book  was  a  hymn  of  that  great  writing  man,  Watts,  which 
begins  with  “  Thus  faith  the  wifdom  of  the  Lord.”  After¬ 
wards  the  churcn  advifed  with  Brother  Palmer  about  my 
fpeaking  to  them,  and  keeping  them  together ;  I  refufed,  and 
felt  I  was  unfit  for  all  that,  but  Brother  Palmer  faid  this  word  to 
me,  “  Take  care  that  you  don’t  offend  the  Lord.”  Then  I 
thought  that  he  knew  befl,  and  I  agreed  that  I  would  do  as 
wed  as  I  could.  So  I  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  an  Elder 
and  received  inftrudlion  from  Brother  Palmer  how  to  con- 
du6l  myfeif.  I  proceeded  in  this  way  till  the  American  war 
was  coming  on,  when  the  Minifters  were  not  allowed  to 
come  amongfl  us  left  they  fhould  furnifh  us  with  too  much 
knowledge.  T.  he  Black  people  all  around  attended  with  us, 
snd  as  Brother  Palmer  muft  not  come,  I  had  the  whole  ma¬ 
nagement,  and  ufed  to  preach  among  them  myfeif.  Then  I  °ot 
a  fpelling  book  and  began  to  read.  As  Miafter  was  a  oreat 
man,  he  kept  a  White  fchool-mafter  to  teach  the  White 
childien  to  read.  I  ufed  to  go  to  tne  little  children  to  teach 
me  a,  b,  c.  T  hey  would  give  me  a  leffon,  which  I  tried  to 
learn,,  and  then  I  would  go  to  them  again,  and  afk  them  if  I 
was  right  ?  I  he  reading  fo  ran  in  my  mind,  that  I  think  I 
jearned  in  my  flcep  as  really  as  when  I  was  awake  ;  and  I 
can  now  read  the  Bible,  fo  that  what  I  have  in  my  heart,  I 
can  fee  again  in  the  Scriptures.  I  continued  preaching  at 
Oliver  BJufl,  till  the  church,  conftituted  with  eight,  en- 
Cl  cased  to  thirty  or  more,  and  till  the  Britifh  came  to  the  city 
Savannah  and  took.  it.  My  Mafter  was  an  Antiioyalift  ;  and 
neiug  amaid,  he  now  retired  from  home  and  left  the  Slaves 
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behind.  My  wife  and  I,  and  the  two  children  we  then  had, 
and  fifty  or  more  of  my  Matter’s  people,  went  to  Ebenezer, 
about  twenty  miles  from  Savannah,  where  the  King’s  forces 
were.  The  General  fent  us  over  the  big  Ogeechee  river  to 
Savages’  Plantation,  where  the  White  people,  who  were 
Loyalifts,  reported  that  I  was  planning  to  carry  the  Black 
people  back  again  to  their  fiavery ;  and  I  was  thrown  into 
prifon,  and  laid  there  about  a  month,  when  Colonel  Brown, 
belonging  to  the  Britifh,  took  me  out.  I  ftaid  fome  time  in 
Savannah,  and  at  Yamacraw  a  little  diftance  from  it,  preach¬ 
ing  with  brother  George  Liele.  He  and  I  worked  together 
alfo  a  month  or  two :  he  ufed  to  plow,  and  I  to  weed  Indian- 
corn.  I  and  my  family  went  into  Savannah,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fiege.  A  ball  came  through  the  roof  of  the  ttable 
where  we  lived,  and  much  fhattered  it,  which  made  us 
remove  to  Yamacraw,  where  we  fheltered  ourfelves  under 
the  floor  of  ahoufe  on  the  ground.  Not  long  after  the  fiege 
was  raifed,  I  caught  the  fmall  pox,  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
and  thought  I  fhould  have  died,  nor  could  I  do  any  more 
than  juft  walk  in  the  fpring.  My  wife  ufed  to  wafli  for 
General  Clinton,  and  out  of  the  little  fhe  got  maintained  us. 
I  was  then  about  a  mile  from  Savannah,  when  the  Americans 
were  coming  towards  it  a  fecond  time.  I  wifhed  my  wife  to 
efcape,  and  to  take  care  of  herfelf  and  of  the  children,  and  let 
me  die  there.  She  went :  I  had  about  two  quarts  of  Indian 
corn,  which  I  boiled ;  I  ate  a  little,  and  a  dog  came  in  and  de¬ 
voured  the  reft ;  but  it  pleafed  God  fome  people  who  came 
along  the  road  gave  me  a  little  rice:  I  grew  better,  and  as  the 
troops  did  not  come  fo  near  as  was  expedled,  I  went  into  Sa¬ 
vannah,  where  I  met  my  family,  and  tarried  there  about  two 
years,  in  a  hut  belonging  to  Lawyer  Gibbons,  where  I  kept  a 
butcher’s  flail.  My  wife  had  a  brother,  who  was  half  an  In¬ 
dian  by  his  mother’s  fide,  and  half  a  Negro.  He  fent  us  a 
ftcer,  which  I  fold,  and  had  now  in  all  1 3  dollars,  and  about 
three  guineas  befides,  with  which  I  defigned  to  pay  our  paf- 
£uge,  and  fet  off  for  Charleftown  ;  but  the  Britifh  light  horfe 
came  in,  and  took  it  all  away.  However  as  it  was  a  good  time 
for  the  fale  of  meat,  I  borrowed  money  from  fome  of  the  Black 
people  to  buy  hogs,  and  foon  re-paid  them,  and  agreed  for  a 
paffage  to  Charleftown,  where  Major  P.  the  Britifh  com¬ 
mander,  was  very  kind  to  me.  When  the  Englifh  were 
going  to  evacuate  Charleftown,  they  advifed  me  to  go  to  Ha¬ 
lifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  gave  the  few  Black  people,  and  it 
may  be  as  many  as  500  White  people,  their  paffage  for  no¬ 
th  m2;.  We  were  22  days  on  the  pafiage,  and  ufed  very  ill  on 
board.  When  we  came  off  Halifax,  I  got  leave  to  go  afhore. 
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On  Hie >ving  my  papers  to  General  Patterfon,  he  lent  orders, 
by  a  Serjeant,  for  my  wife  and  children  to  follow  me.  This 
was  before  Chriftmas,  and  we  ftaid  there  till  June;  but  as  no 
way  was  open  for  me  to  preach  to  my  own  color,  I  got  leave 
to  go  to  Shelburne  ( 150  miles,-  or  more,  I  fuppofe,  by  lea),  in 
?he&  fuit  of  General  Patterfon,  leaving  my  wife  and  children 
for  a  while  behind.  Numbers  of  my  own  color  were  here,  but 
I  found  the  White  people  were  againft  me.  I  began  to  fing 
the  firft  night,  in  the  woods,  at  a  camp,  for  there  were  no 
houfes  then^ built;  they  were  juft  clearing  and  preparing  to 
eredf  a  town-  The  Black  people  came  far  and  near,  it  was 
fo  new  to  them  1  I  kept  on  fo  every  night  in  the  week,  and 
appointed  a  meeting  for  the  firft  Lord  s-day,  in  a  val  ey  be¬ 
tween  two  hills,  clofe  by  the  rivei  ;  and  a  great  numbci  of 
White  and  Black  people  came,  and  I  was  fo  overjoyed  with 
having  an  opportunity  once  more  of  preaching  the  wor  d  of  God, 
that  after  I  had  given  out  the  hymn,  I  couid  not  fp^ak  for 
tears.  In  the  afternoon  we  met  again,  in  tne  lame  place,  and 
I  had  great  liberty  from  the  Lord.  We  had  a  meeting  now 
every  evening,  and  thofe  poor  creatures  who  had  n^vei  heaid 
the  gofpel  before,  liftcned  to  me  very  attentively :  but  the 
White  people,  the  jnftices,  and  all,  were  in  an  uproar,  and 
faid  that  I  might  go  out  into  the  woods,  for  I  ihould  not  itay 
there.  I  ought  to  except  one  White  man,  wno  knew  me  at  Sa¬ 
vannah,  and  who  faid  I  fhouldhave  his  lot  to  live  upon  as  long 
as  I  would,  and  build  a  houfe  if  I  pleafed.  I  then  cut  down 
poles,  ftripped  bark,  and  made  a  fmart  hut,  and  tne  p^op  e 
came  flocking  to  the  preaching  every  evening  for  a  month,  as 
though  they  had  come  for  their  fuppely  Lhen  Governor 
Parr  came  from  Halifax,  brought  my  wale  and  children,  gave 
me  fix  months  provifions  lor  my  family,  and  a  quar  ter  of  an 
acre  of  land  to  cultivate  for  our  fubfiftence.  It  was  a  fpot 
where  there  was  plenty  of  water,  and  which  I  had  befoie  le- 
cretly  wifhed  for,  as  I  knew  it  would  be  convenient  for  bap¬ 
tizing  at  any  time.  The  weather  being  fevere,  and  the  ground 
covered  with  fnow,  we  raifed  a  platform  of  poles  for  the 
hearers  to  ftand  upon,  but  there  was  nothing  ov^r  t  cir 
heads.  Continuing  to  attend,  they  defired  to  have  a  Meeting 
houfe  built.  We  had  then  a  day  of  hearing  what  the  Lord  had 
done ,  and  I  and  my  wife  heard  their  experiences,  and  1  re. 
ceived  four  of  my  own  color;  brother  Sampfon,  roc  ier 
John,  fifter  Office,  and  fifter  Dinah  ;  thefe  all  wear  well,  at 
Sierra  Leone,  except  brother  Sampfon,  an  excellent  man, 
who  died  on  his  voyage  to  that  place.  The  nrit  time  1 
baptized  here  was  a  little  before  Chriftmas,  in  the  creek  which 

ran  through  my  lot.  i  preached  to  a  great  number  of  people 
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Gil  the  occafion,  who  behaved  very  well.  I  now  formed  the 
church  with  us  fix*  and  adminiftered  the  Lord’s  flipper  in  the 
■Meeting-houfe  before  it  was  fini filed.  They  went  on  with 
the  building,  and  we  appointed  a  time  every  other  week  to 
hear  Experiences.  A  few  months  after  I  baptized  nine  more, 
and  the  congregation  very  much  increafed.  The  worldly 
Blacks,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  church,  affifted  in 
cutting;  timber  in  the  woods,  and  in  getting  fh inodes  ;  and  we 
•u fed  to  give  a  few  coppers  to  buy  nails.  V/e  were  iiicreafing- 
all  the  winter,  and  baptized  aimed  every.- month,  and  admi- 
niftered  the  Lord’s  Tapper  firft  of  all  once  in  two  months; 
but  the  frame  of  the  Meeting  was  not  all  up,  nor  had  we  co¬ 
vered  it  with  fhingles  till  about  the  middle  of  the  dimmer,  and 
then  it  had  no  pulpit,  feats,  nor  flooring.  About  this  time, 
Mr.  William  Taylor  and  his  wife,  two  Baptifts,  who  came 
from  London  to  Shelburn,  heard  of  me.  She  came  to  my 
houfe  when  I  was  fo  poor  that  I  had  no  money  to  buy  any  po¬ 
tatoes  for  feed,  and  was  fo  good  as  to  give  my  children  fome- 
what,  and  me  money  enough  to  buy  a  bufhel  of  potatoes  ; 
which  one  produced  thirty-five  bufhels.  The  church  was 
now  grown  to  about  fifty  members.  At  this  time  a  White 
perfon,  William  Holmes,  who,  with  Deborah  his  wife,  had 
been  converted  by  reading  the  feriptures,  and  lived  at  Jones’s 
Harbour,  about  twenty  miles  down  the  river,  came  up  for 
•me,  and  would  have  me  go  with  him  in  his  fchooner  to  his 
houfe.  I  went  with  him,  firft  to  his  own  houfe,  and  then 
to  a  town  they  called  Liverpool,  inhabited  by  White  people. 
Many  had  been  baptized  there  by  Mr.  Chippenham,  of  An¬ 
napolis,  in  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  JefTe  Dexter  preached  to  them, 
but  was  not  their  paftor.  It  is  a  mixed  communion  church. 
I  preached  there ;  the  Chriftians  were  all  alive,  and  we  had  a 
little  heaven  together.  We  then  returned  to  brothepHolmes’s, 
and  he  and  his  wife  came  up  with  me  to  Shelburn,  and  gave 
their  experiences  to  the  church  on  Thurfiay,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized  on  Lord’s-day,  'i  heir  relations  who  lived  in  the 
town  were  very  angry;  railed  a  mob,  and  endeavoured  to 
hinder  their  being  baptized.  Mrs.  Holmes’s  After  efpecially 
laid  hold  of  her  hair  to  keep  her  from,  going  down  into  the 
water;  but  thejuftices  commanded  peace,  and  laid  that  ihe 
fhould  be  baptized,  as  file  herfelf  defired  it.  Then  they 
were  all  quiet.  Soon  after  this  the  perfecution  increafed,  and 
became  fo  great,  that  it  did  not  feem  poflible  to  preach,  and  I 
thoughtl  muft  leave  Shelburn.  Several  of  the  Black  people  had 
houfes  upon  my  lot ;  but  forty  or  fifty  difbanded  foldiers  were 
employed,  who  came  with  the  tackle  of  (hips,  and  turned  my 
dwelling  houfe,  and  every  one  of  their  houfes,  quite  over;  and 
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the  Meeting  houfe  they  would  have  burned  down,  had  not  the 
ring-leader  of  the  mob  himfelf  prevented  it.  But  I  continued 
preaching  in  it  till  they  came  one  night,  and  Rood  before  the 
pulpit,  and  fworehow  they  would  treat  me  if  I  preached  again. 
But  I  flayed  and  preached,  and  the  next  day  they  came  and 
beat  me  with  flicks,  and  drove  me  into  a  fwamp.  I  returned 
in  the  evening,  and  took  my  wife  and  children  over  the  river 
to  Birch  town,  where  fome  Black  people  were  fettled,  and 
there  feemeda  greater  profpedt  of  doing  good  than  at  Shelburn, 
I  preached  at  Birch  Town  from  the  fall  till  about  the  middle  of 
December,  and  was  frequently  hearing  experiences,  and  bap¬ 
tized  about  twenty  there.  Thofe  who  defired  to  hear  the 
word  of  God,  invited  me  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  fo  I 
preached.  A  little  before  Chriflmas,  as  my  own  color  per¬ 
secuted  me  there,  I  fet  off  with  my  family,  to  return  to  Shel¬ 
burn  ;  and  coming  down  the  river  the  boat  was  frozen,  but 
we  took  whip-faws  and  cut  away  the  ice  till  we  came  to 
Shelburn.  In  my  abfence  the  Meeting  houfe  was  occupied  by 
a  fort  of  a  tavern-keeper,  who  faid,  “  The  old  Negro 
wanted  to  make  a  heaven  of  this  place,  but  I’ll  make  a  hell  of 
it.”  Then  I  preached  in  it  as  before,  and  as  my  houfe  was 
pulled  down,  lived  in  it  alfo.  The  people  began  to  attend 
again,  and  in  the  fummer  there  was  a  confiderable  revival  of 
religion.  Now  I  went  down  about  twenty  miles  to  a  place 
called  Ragged  Bland,  among  fome  White  people,  who  de- 
Jired  to  hear  the  word.  One  White  filler  was  converted 
there  while  I  was  preaching  concerning  the  difciples,  who 
left  all  and  followed  Chrift.  She  came  up  afterwards,  gave 
her  experience  to  our  church,  and  was  baptized,  and  two 
Black  fillers  with  her.  Then  her  other  filler  gave  in  her  ex¬ 
perience;  and  joined  us  without  Baptifm,  to  which  fhe  would 
have  fubmitted,  had  not  her  family  cruelly  hindered  her ;  but 
Hie  was  the  only  one  in  our  fociety  who  was  not  baptized. 

By  this  time  the  Chriftians  at  St.  John’s,  about  200  miles 
from  Shelburn,  over  the  bay  of  Fundy,  in  New  Brunfwick, 
had  heard  of  me,  and  wifhed  me  to  vifit  them.  Part  of  the 
hr  11  Saturday  I  was  there  was  fpent  in  hearing  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Black  people;  four  were  approved,  fome  of 
whom  had  been  converted  in  Virginnia:  a  fortnight  after  I 
baptized  them  in  the  river,  on  the  Lord’s-day.  Numerous 
fpeclators,  White  and  Black,  were  prelent,  who  behaved 
very  well.  But  on  Monday  many  of  the  inhabitants  made  a 
dillurbance,  declaring  that  nobody  fhould  preach  there  again 
without  a  licence  from  the  Governor.  He  lived  at  Frede¬ 
rick  town,  about  an  hundred  miles  from  thence  up  St.  John’s 
river.  I  went  oft  in  the  packet  to  him.  Colonel  Allen,  whQ 
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knew  me  in  Charleftown,  lived  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
Governor,  and  introduced  me  to  him ;  upon  which  his  fe- 
cretary  gave  me  a  licence  *.  I  returned  then  to  St.  John’s, 
and  preached  again,  and  left  brother  Peter  Richards  to  ex¬ 
hort  among  them.  He  afterwards  died  on  the  palfage,  juft 
going  into  Sierra  Leone,  and  we  buried  him  there.  When 
I  got  back  to  Shelburn,  I  fent  brother  Sampfon  Colbert,  one 
of  my  Elders,  to  St.  John’s,  to  ftay  there.  He  was  a  loving 
brother,  and  the  Lord  had  endowed  him  with  great  gifts.— 
When  the  experiences  of  nine  or  ten  had  been  related  there, 
they  fent  for  me  to  come  and  baptize  them.  I  went  by  water 
to  Halifax,  and  walked  from  thence  to  Haughton  about 
80  miles  from  Annapolis,  and  not  far  from  New  Brunfwick. 
There  is  a  large  church  at  Haughton,  I  think  the  largeft  in 
Nova  Scotia.  They  are  all  Bap  tills ;  Mr.  Scott  is  their 
minifter.  We  fpent  one  Sabbath  together,  and  all  day  long 
was  a  day  to  be  remembered.  When  I  was  landing  at  St. 
John’s,  lome  of  the  people  who  intended  to  be  baptized  were 
fo  full  of  joy  that  they  ran  out  from  waiting  at  table  on  their 
mailers,  with  the  knives  and  forks  in  their  hands,  to  meet 
me  at  the  water  fide.  This  fecond  time  of  my  being  at  St. 
John’s  I  {laid  .preaching  about  a  fortnight,  and  baptized  ten 
people.  Our  going  down  into  the  water  feemed  to  be  a 
pieafing  fight  to  the  whole  town,  White  people  and  Black.. 
I  had  now  to  go  to  Frederick  Town  again,  from  whence  I 
obtained  the  licence  before ;  for  one  of  our  brethren  had  been 
there,  and  heard  the  experiences  of  three  of  the  people,  and 
they  fent  to  me,  intreating  that  I  would  not  return  until  I 
had  been  and  baptized  them.  Two  brethren  took  me  to 
Frederick  Town  in  a  boat.  I  baptized  on  the  Lord’s-day, 
about  12  o’clock:  a  great  number  of  people  attended.  The 
Governor  faid  he  was  forry  that  he  could  not  come  down  to 
fee  it;  but  he  had  a  great  deal  of  company  that  day,  which 
alfo  hindered  one  of  his  fervants  from  being  baptized.  1 
came  back  to  St.  John’s,  and  home  to  Shelburn.  Then  I 
was  fent  for  to  Prefton,  it  may  be  four  miles  from  Halifax, 
over  againft  it,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  Five  con¬ 
verted  perfons  who  lived  there,  defired  to  be  baptized  and 
join  the  church.  I  baptized  them,  and  adminillered  the 
Lord’s  fupper  to  them  at  Prefton,  and  left  brother  Hetftor 
Peters,  one  of  my  Elders,  with  them.  In  returning  to 

*  Secretary's  Office,  Frederick-town, 

17 th  July ,  1792. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  David  George,  a  free  Negro  man,  has 
permiffioa  from  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  to  initrudi  the 
Black  people  in  the  knowledge,  and  exhort  them  to  the  pra&ice  of, 
the  Chriltian  religion,  J0?<‘  Odell,  Secretary. 

Shelburn, 
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Shelburn,  with  about  30  paflengers,  we  were  blown  off  into 
the  fea,  and  loft  our  courfe.  I  had  no  blanket  to  cover  me, 
and  got  froft-bitten  in  both  my  legs  up  to  my  knees,  and 
was  To  ill  y/hen  I  came  towards  land,  that  I  could  not  walk. 
The  church  met.  me  at  the  river  iide,  and  carried  me  home. 
Afterwards,  when  I  could  walk  a  little,  I  wanted  to  fpeak 
of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  and  the  brethren  made  a  wooden 
Hedge,  and  drew  me  to  Meeting.  In  the  fpring  of  the 
year  I  could  walk  again,  but  have  never  been  ftrong  fince. 

The  next  fall,  Agent  (afterwards  Governor)  Clarkfon 
came  to  Halifax,  about  fettling- the  new  colony  at  Sierra 
Leone.  The  White  people  in  Nova  Scotia  were  very  un¬ 
willing  that  we  fhould  go,  though  they  had  been  very  cruel 
to  us,  and  treated  many  of  us  as  bad  as  though  we  had  been 
flaves  *.  They  attempted  to  perfuade  us  that  if  we  went 
away  we  fhould  be  made  Haves  again.  The  brethren  and 
filters  all  round  at  St.  John’s,  Halifax,  and  other  places,  Mr. 
Wefley’s  people  and  all,  confillted  what  was  beft  to  do,  and 
fent  in  their  names  to  me,  to  give  to  Mr.  Clarkfon,  and  I 
was  to  tell  him  that  they  were  willing  to  go.  I  carried  him 
their  names,  and  he  appointed  to  meet  us  at  Birch  Town  the 
next  day.  We  gathered  together  there,  in  the  Meeting  - 
houfe  of  brother  Mofes,  a  blind  man,  one  of  Mr.  Weiley’s 
preachers."  Then  the  Governor  read  the  proclamation, 
which  contained  what  was  offered,  in  cafe  we  had  a  mind 
willingly  to  go,  and  the  greateft  part  of  us  were  pleafed  and 
agreed  to  go.  W e  appointed  a  day  over  at  Shelburn,  when 
the  names  were  to  be  given  to  the  Governor.  Almoft  all  the 
Baptifts  went,  except  a  few  of  the  filters  whofe  hulbands 
were  inclined  to  go  back  to  New  York  \  and  filler  Lizze,  a 
Quebec  Indian,  and  brother  Lewis,  her  hulband,  who  was 
an  half  Indian,  both  of  whom  were  converted  under  mv 

j 

miniftry,  and  had  been  baptized  by  me.  There  are  a  few 
fcattered  Baptifts  yet  at  Shelburn,  St.  John’s,  Jones’s  Har¬ 
bour,  and  Ragged  IHand,  befide  the  congregations  at  the 
other  places  I  mentioned  before.  The  meeting-houfe  lot, 
and  all  our  land  at  Shelburn,  it  may  be  half  an  acre,  was  fold 
to  merchant  Black  for  about  7I. 

We  departed  and  called  at  Liverpool,  a  place  I  mentioned 
before.  I  preached  a  farewel  fermon  there  ;  I  longed  to  do 
it.  Before  I  left  the  town,  Major  Collins,  who  with  his 
wife  uied  to  hear  me  at  this  place,  was  very  kind  to  me,  and 
gave  me  fome  falted  herrings,  which  were  very  acceptable 

*  This  Governor  Clarkfon  alfo  has  confirmed  to  the  Editor, 
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all  the  way  to  Sierra  Leone.  We  failed  from  Liverpool  to 
Halifax,  where  we  tarried  three  or  four  weeks,  and  I 
preached  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  my  farewel  fermon  in 
Mr.  Marchington’s  Methodift  Meeting-houfe.  There  is 
alfo  a  Mr.  William  Black,  at  Halifax,  a  fmart  preacher,  one 
of  Mr.  Wefley’s,  who  baptizes  thofe  Chrhlians  who  defire  it 
by  immerfiohf . 

Our  paflage  from  Halifax  to  Sierra  Leone  was  feven 
weeks,  in  which  we  had  very  ftormy  weather.  Several  per- 
fons  died  on  the  voyage,  of  a  catching  fever,  among  whom 
were  three  of  my  Elders,  Sampfon  Colwell,  a  loving  man, 
Peter  Richards,  and  John  Williams. 

There  was  great  joy  to  fee  the  land.  The  high  mountain, 
at  fome  di ftance  from  Free-town,  where  we  now  live,  ap- 
peared  like  a  cloud  to  us.  I  preached  the  firfl  Lord’s  day, 
it  was  a  blefled  time,  under  a  fail,  and  fo  I  did  for  feveral  weeks 
after.  We  then  eredted  a  hovel  for  a  Meeting-houfe,  which 
is  made  of  pods  put  into  the  ground,  and  poles  over  our 
heads,  which  are  covered  with  grafs.  While  I  was  preach¬ 
ing  under  the  fails,  fillers  Patty  W ebb  and  Lucy  Lawrence 
were  converted,  and  they,  with  old  filler  Peggy,  brother 
Bill  Taylor,  and  brother  Sampfon  Haywood,  three  who  were 
awakened  before  they  came  this  voyage,  have  fince  been 
baptized  in  the  river. 

On  the  voyage  from  Halifax  to  Sierra  Leone,  I  afked  the 
Governor  if  I  might  not  hereafter  go  to  England  ?  and  fome 
time  after  we  arrived  there,  I  told  him  I  wifhed  to  fee  the 
Baptift  brethren  who  live  in  his  country.  He  was  a  very  kind 
man  to  me  and  to  every  body;  he  is  very  free  and  good  na- 
tured,  and  ufed  to  come  to  hear  me  preach,  and  would  fome- 
times  fit  down  at  our  private  meetings;  and  lie  liked  that  I 
fhould  call  my  lall  child  by  his  name.  And  I  fent  to  Mr. 
Henry  Thornton,  O  what  ableffed  man  is  tha: !  he  is  brother, 
father,  every  thing.  He  ordered  me  five  guineas,  and  I  had 
leave  to  come  over.  When  1  came  away  from  Sierra  Leone, 
I  preached  a  farewel  fermon  to  the  church,  and  encouraged 
them  to  look  to  the  Lord,  and  fubmitto  one  another,  and  re¬ 
gard  what  is  laid  to  them  by  my  three  Elders,  brethren  Hedtor 
Peters,  and  John  Colbert,"  who  are  two  exporters,  and  bro¬ 
ther  John  Ramfey. 

f  Baptifm  by  immerfion,  in  an  occafional  way,  not  only  obtains  in 
Mr.  Wefley’s  connexions,  as  above,  but  alfo  in  fome  of  the  Weft  India 
illands,  as  well  as  in  Kentuckey,  and  other  parrot  North  America  ;  and 
it  is  laid  to  be  done,  even  under  the  permiflion  of  Dr.  Coke  himfelf. 

'■  EditoW 

A  FEW, 
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A  Few,  from  numerous,  testimonials  to  the  cha-, 
racter  of  Mr.  DAVID  GEORGE. 

Shell  urn.  Nova  Scotia,  Off.  22,  1790. 

I  HAVE  known  the  bearer,  Mr,  David  George,  above  five 
years  in  this  fettlement,  and  know  that  he  hath  conduced  him- 
felf  like  a  good  chriftian;  and  he  is  a  very  induftrious  good  cL 
tizen.  Geo.  White,  JuJlice  of  Peace. 

THESE  are  to  certify,  that  David  George,  a  Baptilt  preacher, 
is  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  She!  burn,  and  province  of  Nova 
Scotia;  That  he  bears  a  good  character,  is  charitable,  fober, 
honeft,  and  induftrious,  and  is  entitled  to  the  attention  of  all 
well-difpofed  people.  Witnefs  my  hand  this  fecond  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1791.  Stephen  Skinner, 

Agent  for  the  Difriff  of  Shelburn. 

Ship  York,  Sierra  Leone,  10 th  Dec.  1792. 

Nty  Dear  Friends, 

I  BEG  leave  to  recommend  to  your  brotherly  love  and  Chrifti- 
an  kindnefs,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  David  George,  as  a 
fincere  Chriftian,  and  an  humble,  diligent,  and  faithful  minifter 
Of  the  word  of  God,  which  has  ever  been  bleft'ed  from  his  lips, 
as  it  has  always  been  exemplified  in  his  converfation.  He  i-> 
conne&ed  with  Chriftians  of  the  Baptift  profeflion,  but  his  heart 
embraces,  with  ingenuous  love,  all  who  love  God  and  our  Sa¬ 
viour  jelus  Chrift.  His  intention,  in  vifiting  England,  is  to  fee 
and  converfe  with  Chriftians  of  all  denominations,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  Baptift  minillers ;  hoping  by 
thefe  means  to  increafe  in  Chriftian  knowledge,  and  to  be  ftill 
better  qualified  for  adminiftering  the  word  of  God.  I  earneftly 
requeft  you,  for  Chrift’s  fake,  to  fhew  him  all  kind  offices,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  introduce  him  to  the  moft  humble,  pious,  experi¬ 
enced  Chriftians  of  your  acquaintance;  not  much  among  thofe 
who  move  in  the  circle  of  fafhionable  chriftianity.  I  remain, 
your  affectionate  Friend  and  fervant, 

MELVILL  HORNE*. 

To  Rev.  Jo  hn  Newton, 

Rev.  Rich.  Cecil, 

Rev.  Henry  Foster, 

Rev.  Mr.  Scott. 

GOVERNOR  Clarkfon,  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner,  af- 
fured  me  that  he  efteemed  David  George  as  his  brother,  and 
that  he  believes  him  to  be  the  beft  man,  without  exception,  in 
the  colony  at  Sierra  Leone.  Editor. 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Melvill  Horne  was  curate  to  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Medley,  and 
>s  now  the  mnch-loved  officiating  clergyman  at  Sierra  Leone- 

Editor, 
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MINUTES  OF  THE 

particular  baptist  society 


FOR  PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL 

AMONG  THE  HEATHEN, 


[  Continued  from  page  378  of  the  Regifter.  ] 


AT  the  Meeting  at  Northampton*  Nov.  13*  *79!,  the 
Committee  was  informed,  that  Mr,  John  "Thomas  (a  Baptift 
tninifter,  who  for  a  few  years  pad:  has  been  learning  the  Ben- 


falefe  language,  and  preaching  to  the  natives),  was  then  in 
,ondon,  and  that  he  much  wilhed,  by  a  liibfcription,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  work,  and  to  take  fome  fellow-labourer  with  him. 
The  Committee  then  agreed  to  make  inquiry  into  Mr* 
Thomas’s  character,  principles,  Sec. 

Another  Committee  Meeting  was  called,  and  held  at 
lettering,  Jan.  9,  1793.  The  Committee  Reported,  as  the 
refult  of  the  inquiry  concerning  Mr.  John  Thomas’s  cha¬ 
racter,  principles,  Sec.  That  they  had  received  a  fatisfaCtor y 
account  of  him.  After  all  the  information  that  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  on  Mr.  Thomas’s  late  labours  in  India  were  communi¬ 
cated,  it  was  then  Refolved,  That  there  appears  to  be  an 
open  door  for  preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  Hindoos. — That, 
from  what  we  have  heard  of  the  character,  principles,  abilities, 
and  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Thomas j  an  union  with  him  in  this  im¬ 
portant  bulinefs  is  defirable;  and  That  fliould  Mr.  Thomas  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  propofal,  the  Committee  will  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
vide  him  a  companion. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  Mr.  Thomas  arrived, 
cheerfully  accepted  the  invitation,  and  after  much  interefting 
converfation  on  the  bufmefs,  agreed  to  go  out  in  the  fpring. 
Mr.  Carey ,  of  Leicefter,  who  was  prefent,  at  the  fame  time, 
engaged  to  go  with  him. 

After  a  moft  ferious,  folemnj  and  affectionate  meeting,  at¬ 
tending  with  falling  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  the  two 
brethren  above-mentioned,  having  agreed  to  go  out  together, 
the  Committee  engaged  to  pay  every  pollible  attention  to 
their  temporal  accommodation,  and  that  of  their  families;  in 
Which  they  hope  the  friends  of  the  undertaking  will  generoufly 
affift  them. 


THE 
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OBITUARY* 


Elder  Nathaniel  Green, 

James  Wightman, 

Eliakim  Marshall, 

Eeenezer  Jones, 

Asa  Hunt, 

Middleborough,  Majfachufctts ,  Nov.  25 ,  1 79 I* 
DEATHS  among  the  Baptift  minifters  in  our  land,  as 
Well  as  in  your’s,  have  been,  I  think,  the  mo  ft  numerous  we 
■have  ever  known.  Elder  Nathaniel  Green,  of  Charlton, 
aged  about  70,  died  in  March.  He  was  a  faithful,  and  very 
fuccefsful  minifter  of  Chrift  for  many  years.  Elder  ‘James 
Wightman ,  of  the  old  Baptift  church  in  North  Kingfton,  died 
foon  after  him.  Fie  was  efteemed  a  pious  and  ufeful  man,  al¬ 
though  in  a  church  which  holds  general  redemption.  Elder 
Eliakim  Mar Jh all,  of  Windfor,  in  Connecticut,  died  in 
June.  He  had  often  been  a  member  of  their  legiflature  in 
Connecticut,  and  became  a  Baptift,  and  paftor  of  a  church 
there,  about  four  or  five  years  ago.  He  was  much  efteemed 
in  thofe, parts.  Soon  after  the  death  of  our  dear  friend  Pre- 
ftdent Manning,  died  Mr.  Ebenezer  Jones ,  who  was  the  firft 
paftor  of  our  third  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough,  where 
he  was  ordained,  OCt.  28,  1761.  And  a  glorious  revival* 
of  religion  was  granted  under  his  miniftry  in  1762,  which 
extended  its  bleffings  into  other  focieties  and  denominations ; 
but  unhappy  contentions  the  next  year,  caufed  his  removal 
from  his  people.  He  was  afterwards  ufeful,  labouring  for 
fome  time  in  Rehoboth,  and  about  eleven  years  ago  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Steventon,  on  the  edge  of  the  county  of  Albany, 
and  laboured  in  thofe  parts  till  his  death,  beingever  efteemed 
as  a  pious  man,  and  a  ufeful  preacher.  His  fucceflor  in  Mid¬ 
dleborough,  Mr.  Jfa  Hunt ,  was  ordained  there,  OCl.  30, 
1771,  who,  though  he  had  been  of  lov/  circumftances  in  the 
world,  by  his  intelleChial  powers,  clear  knowledge  of  the 
gofpel  falvation,  and  (kill  in  preaching  of  it,  with  his  un¬ 
common  fuccefs,  was  railed  to  high  honour  among  our 

*  See  forne  remarkable  circumftances  attending  this  revival  in  Mr. 
Backus’s  Church  Hiftory  of  New  England.  VoE  II.  p.  233. 

Editor. 
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churches.  His  journey  into  Virginia  opened  the  way  for 
our  correfpondence  with  the  churches  in  that  Rate.  His 
eldeft  fon  took  his  degree  at  our  college  at  Providence,  the 
7th  of  September  paft.  But  as  the  fon  was  very  ill,  his  fa¬ 
ther  went  home  and  fetched  his  wife  to  look  after  him,  but 
both  of  the  parents  were  foon  feized  with  the  fame  difeafc, 
which  was  the  dyfentery ;  and  elder  Hunt  died  with  it,  at 
Providence,  the  20th  of  Sept,  in  the  48th  year  of  his  ao-e. 

O  that  we  may  all  hear  tbe  voice  which  fays,  Be  ye  alfo 
ready.  I  parted  from  brother  Manning  on  June  8th,  and 
from  brother  Hunt  on  Sept.  9th,  with  as  little  thought  that 
we  were  then  taking  our  laid  farewel  for  time,  as  on  any 
other  parting  ever  fince  I  knew  them.  It  looked  much  more 
likely  that  I  fhouldhave  been  called  into  eternity  than  either 
of  them,  the  lair  of  whom  was  born  but  about  two  years  be¬ 
fore  I  was  called  to  preach  the  gofpel.  But  they  are  gone, 
and  my  ftrength  has  been  fo  far  renewed  this  fall,'  that  I  have 
travelled  between  three  and  four  hundred  miles,  and  attended 
a  conference  between  the  Committees  of  Stonnington  and 
Groton  Affociations,  in  which  the  evil  of reqeiving'cenfured 
members  from  our  churches  was  opened,  and  meafures  taken 
to  rectify  fuch  diforders.  And  at  our  conference  all  the 
Groton  minifters,  but  one,  difeovered  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of 
fuch  conduct,  and  a  defire  for  the  future  to  a£I  by  the  rules 
of  God’s  word, 

A  glorious  profpea  of  the  reign  of  Chrift,  and  his  faints, 
now  opens  in  our  country,  where  deceit  and  cruelty  have 
been  carried  to  an  amazing  height,  under  the  name  of  religion 
and  government. 


Mr.  Daniel  Rogers*  .of  Newport,  Rhode  Hand. 

[  Extracted  from  the  Providence  Gazette.  ] 

Newport ,  Sept.  3,  1792. 

ON  Friday  morning  laff,  this  town  fuffained  a  very  heavy 
lofs,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Darnel  Rogers^  in  the  40th  year  of 
his  age. 

As  a  merchant  and  man  of  bufinefs,  enterprife,  induftry, 
and  punctuality  marked  his  conduct ;  in  his  temper  and  dif- 
pofition  he  was  humane  and  benevolent;  and  in  his  manners, 
affable  and  polite.  As  a  hufband,  father,  friend,  and  mailer, 
few  perhaps  excelled  him.  Thefe  virtues  foon  gained  him 
general  effeem,  and  induced  the  freemen  of  the  town,  in 

*  Brother  of  Dr.  William  Rogers,  of  the  Univcrfity  of  Philadelphia* 

*  i  2  April 
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April  laft,  to  call  him  forth  for  one  of  their  reprcfentativeS  t8 
the  General  AfTembly ;  and  at  their  late  choice,  to  rc-clecl 
him  to  fit  in  the  enfuing  October  feffions. 

The  anxiety  and  concern  for  his  recovery,  apparent  on 
every  countenance,  during  a  long  and  fevere  illnefs,  demon- 
ftratedthe  fenfibility  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the  part  they 
feared  in  his  fufferings;  as  did  the  great  number  of  all  ranks 
and  denominations',  paying  the  laft  tribute  to  his  memory,  by 
their  attendance  at  his  funeral,  on  yefterday  evening,  difcover 
bow  lincerely  they  lament  his  exit. 


Mr.  Beeby  Wallis. 

A  Deacon  of  the  Church  at  Kettering. 

SO  far  as  education  and  parental  example  could  influence* 
Hr  deceafed  friend  might  be  faid  to  have  known  tne  Holy 
criptures  from  a  child.  His  family,  for  generations  paft, 
avc  walked  in  the  ways  of  piety.  His  great  grandfather,  Mr. 
Villiam  Wallis,  was  the  founder,  and  firft  mmifter  of  the 
ihurch  at  Kettering.  He  founded  it  in  1696.  His  grand, 
feer,  Mr.  Thomas  Wallis,  fucceeded  in  the  fame  office.  _  It 
as  in  his  time  that  the  late  Dr.  Gill,  and  the  late  Mr.  Bnne, 
re  re  both  called  to  the  miniftry.  He  died  in  1726.  His  ta- 
ler,  Mr.  William  Wallis ,  though  not  a  mmifter,  as  his  pre- 
eceflors  had  been,  was  a  very  refpedtable  member  of  the 
ime  community.  When  he  died,  which  was  in  IJ57>  h‘s 
in,  our  deceafed  friend,  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age.— 
‘rom  his  earlieft  years  he  was  under  ftrong  conviaions  ot  the 
ruth  and  importance  of  religion  :  but  the  moft  remarkable  im- 
reffion  of  this  fort  was  made  at  the  death  of  his  fathei .  It  was 
ren,  as  he  faid,  that  he  went  and  prayed  to  God,  and  thought 
rithin  himfelf,  “  O  that  I  had  but  an  intereft  in  Chnft .  and 
:lt  all  the  world,  and  all  its  enjoyments,  to  be  mere  vanity 

At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  he  had  a  brother,  Mr, 
fofeph  Wallis,  about  twelve  years  of  age.  The  amiable  piety 
if  that  young  man  is  faid  to  have  appeared  at  an  early  period, 
iut  to  the  great  grief  of  his  friends,  efpecially  of  his  brother, 
,e  was  carried  off  by  the  fmall-pox,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 

“SInSthe  year  1763,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  Mr. 

,ecame  a  member  of  the  fame  Chriftian  community  in  which  his 
.redeemers  b>d  lived  and  died.  About  five  years  after,  he  was 
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ehofen  to  the  office  of  a  Deacon ;  an  office  which  he  filled 
with  honour  and  fatisfacftion  for  twenty-four  years.  It  was  a 
great  bleffing  to  the  church,  efpecially  when,  for  the  fpace  of 
five  years,  they  were  deftitute  of  a  minifter,  that  he  was  in¬ 
verted  with  this  office,  and  was  then  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
ufefulnefs.  It  will  long  be  remembered  with  what  meek- 
nefs  of  wifdom  he  prefided  in  the  Church  during  that  uncom¬ 
fortable  interval;  and  how,  notwithftanding  all  the  difad  van  * 
tages  of  fuch  a  rttuation,  they  were  not  only  preferved  in 
peace,  but  gradually  increafed,  till  a  minifter  was  fettled 
amongft  them, 

God  endued  him  with  a  found  under  (landing,  and  a  folid 
judgment.  His  knowledge  was  extenlive,  and  his  obferva- 
tions  on  men  and  things,  ripened  by  long  experience,  were 
juft  and  accurate.  He  "had  a  quick  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong, 
of  propriety  and  impropriety,  which  rendered  his  counfel  of 
great  efteem  in  cafes  of  difficulty.  To  this  was  added  a 
fpirit  of  activity.  Though  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  was  out  of  trade,  yet  his  head  and  hands  were  always  full 
with  the  concerns  of  others,  either  thofe  of  private  individuals, 
with  which  he  was  entrufted,  or  matters  of  public  utility.  He 
would  rife  by  five  in  the  morning  in  fummer,  and  be  as  dili¬ 
gent  all  the  day  as  if  he  had  had  his  bread  to  obtain  by  the  fweat 
of  his  brow. 

But  perhaps  one  of  themoft  prominent  features  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  was  fencerity ,  or  integrity  of  heart.  This  was  a  temper 
of  mind  that  ran  through  all  his  concerns.  In  a  caufe  of 
righteoufnefs  he  poflefled  a  feverity  which  rendered  it  almoft: 
impoffible  for  treachery  to  ftand  before  him.  He  was  pru¬ 
dent,  but  his  prudence  never  degenerated  into  low  policy,  or 
any  thing  that  deferved  the  name  of  fubtilty.  If  motives  of 
mere  prudence  were  propofed  to  him,  he  would  heiitate,  nor 
would  he  accede  till  he  had  thought  whether  the  meafure  was 
tight.  If  he  could  but  fatisfy  himfelf  on  that  head,  he  would  be 
regardlefs  of  confequences,  or  of  popular  opinion.  Even  in 
his  contributions  one  might  perceive  his  love  of  righteoufnefs* 
Though  an  ceconomift  from  principle,  he  had  nothing  of  the 
niggard;  only  convince  him  that  a  caufe  was  right  { and  that 
was  eafiiy  done  if  it  was  fo)  and  he  would  engage  in  it  with 
all  his  heart,  nor  think  much  of  any  expence.  “  I  wifh  to  do 
what  is  right y  he  would  fay,  “  and  leave  confequences.” — 

He  was  a  Handing  example  of  the  falfehood  of  that  fyftqm, 
which  teaches,  that  “  Flattery  is  eflential  to  politenefs'.”  If 
to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  gain  the  the  efteem  of  all  de-, 
fcriptions  of  men  be  politenefs,  he  was  polite;  yet  he  hated 
flattery.  He  would  neither  flatter,  nor  be  flattered  by  others. 

1  i  3  The 
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The  true  fecret  by  which  he  obtained  efteem  was  an  unaf¬ 
fected  modeffy,  mingled  with  kindnefs  and  goodnefs. 

He  poffelfed  a  peculiar  decifwenefs  of  character.  His  judg¬ 
ment  was  generally  formed  with  flow"  deliberation  ;  but  having 
once  made  up  his  mind,  it  was  not  eafily  altered.  He  was 
decifive  in  the  principles  he  embraced.  He  held  none  of  them 
with  a  loofe  hand.  He  obferved  to  Mr.  Fuller ,  his  pallor,  a  few 
Weeks  before  he  d  cd,  when  mentioning  what  he  conceived  to 
have  been  his  great  defect  in  religion,  That  it  was  nit  a 
Wavering  difpofition.  c;  I  have  not,”  laid  he, tc  been  tolled  about 
with  every  wind  of  dodbinc.”  He  has  fometimes  ingenuoully 
Confcffed,  Thathe  thought  himfelf  more  in  danger  of  erring  by  a 
prejudiced  attachment  to  received  principles,  than  by  the  con¬ 
trary.  He  was  equally  decifive  in  matters  of  practice.  He 
fcarcely  ever  went  about  a  matter  with  indifference.  What 
bis  hand  found  him  to  do,  he  did  it  with  his  might.  Having 
formed  his  judgment  that  fuch  a  matter  was  rights  he  would 
purfue  it  with  indefatigable  induff  y,  patience,  and  perfe- 
verance;  he  would  wade  through  difficulties  that  would  have 
difcouraged  tooft  men,  nor  was  he  ever  Misfed  until  he  had 

O  t  J 

accomplifhed  his  end. 

There  are  few  men  that  have  poffeffed  a  greater  degree  of 
genuine  humility.  It  is  often  feen,  where  perfons  of  aiiluence 
unite  with  a  Chriftian  community,  they  confide r  themfelves  as 
doing  great  honour  to  it,  and  expect  great  homage  in  return; 
but.  this  every  one  that  knew  him  can  bear  witnefs,  was  not 
his  fpirit.  It  was  not  natural  to  him  to  affume  the  airs  of  a 
Diotrephes,  or  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  influence  which  his  cir- 
cumffances  and  fituation  afforded  him,  to  lord  it  over  God’s 
heritage.  He  was  fometimes  warm  and  fanguine,  but  that 
was  not  frequent,  and  never,  but  when  he  confidered  himfelf 
as  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 

To  this  maybe  added,  there  was  a  vein  of  ferious  godlinefs 
that  ran  through  his  life.  It  is  true,  he  was  ofen  dejected 
in  his  own  mind,  left  he  fhould  be  found  wanting  at  lait ;  fo 
much  fo,  as  togiveconfiderable  pain  to  his  friends.  “There  is 
fomething  in  religion,”  he  would  fay,  “  with  which  I  fear  I 
have  been  all  my  life  unacquainted.”  This  dejection  was  to 
be  attributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  conft itution.  There  are 
few  characters  that  have  difcovered  a  greater  fear  of  God,  a 
greater  acquiefcence  in  the  way  of  falvation,  through  a  cru¬ 
cified  S  aviour,  or  a  greater  concern  to  fpend  life  in  doing 
good.  That  which  would  have  hurt  the  pride  of  many  a  rich 
man,  namely,  to  unite  with  the  poor  and  the  illiterate  as  his 
brethren,  was  no  mortification  to  him  :  on  the  contrary,  he 
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has  lately  faid,  <c  I  reckon  it  the  greatefl  honor  of  my  life  to 
have  been  employed  in  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chrift,” 
About  a  week  before  he  died,  he  requefted  that  a  few  of 
of  his  ehriltian  friends  might  come  and  fee  him,  and  pray 
with  him.  Five  of  them  went,  according  to  his  defire. — 
When  there,  he  told  them,  u  He  did  not  wifh  them  to  pray 
for  his  life  ;  he  confidered  it  as  the  will  of  God  that  he  fhould 
die;”  and  added,  cc  his  will  be  done  !  But  pray,”  faid  he, 
“  that  if  there  are  any  fms  of  which  I  havebeen  guilty,  and  have 
not  yet  repented;  any  fins  for  which  God  hath  any  contro- 
verfy  with  me,  that  he  would  give  me  a  proper  fenfe  of  them 
before  I  die ;  and  that  I  might  enjoy  the  light  of  his 
countenance  in  death.”  They  were  all  exceedingly  affedted. 
After  praying  with  him  about  an  hour,  he  gathered  up  what 
little  ftrength  he  had,  and  addreffed  himfelf  to  them  in  a  kind 
of  folemn  farewel.  He  reminded  them  of  the  difficulties 
they  had  been  brought  through,  as  a  church  ;  expreffed  his  fa- 
tisfadlion  in  leaving  them  in  fuch  comfortable  circumftances  } 
recommended  them  to  love  one  another,  and  folemnly  com¬ 
mended  them  to  the  bleffing  of  God!  A  tender  parting! 
never  to  be  forgotten  !  He  would  have  invited  others  of  his 
friends,  whom  he  equally  loved,  but  his  ftrength  began  to 
fail  him;  and  in  a  few  days,  after  a  long  feries  of  addictions, 
which  he  bore  with  great  patience,  calmnefs,  and  refignation 
to  God,  hefellafleep,  on  April  2,  1792.  His  funeral  fer- 
mon,  on  Rev.  xiv.  13,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Andrew  Fuller ,  in  the  Independent  Meeting- houfe,  at  Ket¬ 
tering,  as  the  Baptifi  Meeting-houfe  was  confidered  too 
fmall  to  contain  the  great  number  of  people  who  attended  oji 
the  occafion.  His  grandfather’s  funeral  fermon  is  faid  to  have 
been  preached  in  the  fame  place. 


The  Rev,  Joseph  Clayton,  Steventon, 

THE  Rev.  Jofeph  Clayton  was  born  at  Gamlingay, 
in  Cambridgefhire,  on  Feb.  3,  it  is  fuppofed,  1710.  His 
parents  were  Church  people  for  a  while,  but  at  length  his 
mother  became  a  member  of  a  Diflenting  Society.  His  father 
dying  while  he  was  an  infant,  he  was  brought  up  to  the  ocr 
cupation  of  hufbandry,  and,  when  fit  for  the  Ration,  managed 
his  uncle’s  buiinefs  at  Toft,  in  the  aforefaid  county.  While 
he  lived  there,  he  was  much  attached  to  the  eltablilhed  form? 
of  religion;  apd  fuch  was  his  ignorance,  that  he  thought  if 
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could  but  touch  the  parfon’s  gown,  it  would  fome  way  os 
other  be  advantageous  to  him.  At  this  time  he  was  notoriJ 
oufly  wicked,  and  having  a  rooted  enmity  to  the  people  of 
God,  he  determined  to  fhoot  into  the  congregation  at  Gam- 
lingay— he  loaded  and  cocked  his  piece,  but  at  the  inftanthe 
was  going  to  execute  his  deftgn,  a  paflage  of  fcripture  rufhed 
into  his  mind,  and  prevented  the  horrid  deed.  About  this 
time,  it  is  apprehended,  he  began  to  refleCt  on  his  dreadful  * 
condition,  for  he  foon  reformed;,  and  appeared  to  be  very  fe- 
rious.  Now  he  left  the  eftablifhed  worfhip ;  attended  the 
miniftry  of  Mr.  Harper  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  joined 
himfelf  to  the  Baptift  church  in  that  place.  At  the  time  he 
related  his  experience,  a  gentlewoman,  who  was  riding  by  in 
her  carriage,  feeing  people  go  into  the  Meeting-houfe,  had, 
the  curiofity  to  alight,  and  to  go  in  after  them,  that  fhe 
might  fee  and  hear  what  (he  could.  She  heard  to  purpcfe. — 
Mr.  C.’s  account  ftruck  her  to  the  heart,  and,  it  is  faid,  be¬ 
came  the  means  of  her  favingconverfion.  How  long  he  was 
a  member,  before  this  church  called  him  to  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  is  not  faid,  but  he  was  probably  fent  out  in  17355  as 
his  licence  for  preaching  bears  date  that  year.  This*  licence  he 
always  carried  with  him.  He  ufed  to  fay,  That  he  never 
(lept  but  once  in  ail  his  life,  while  he  was  at  public  worfhip, 
and  that  in  his  youth ;  and  for  many  years  after,  no  perfon 
could  eafily  offend  or  affright  him.  Burwell  and  Catlidge; 
the  former  about  four  miles,  weft  from  Newmarket,  and  the 
other  not  much  farther  off  on  the  eaft,  enjoyed  his  occafional 
labours  for  a  confiderable  time;,  and  with  thcfe,  other  places 
might  be  mentioned ;  particularly  Ramfey,  a  market  town  on 
the  edge  of  the  Fen,  in  Huntingdonfhire,  where  he  preached 
four  years.  In  this  market  town,  a  fick  woman,  who  be* 
longed  to  the  eftablifhed  church,  during  an  affliction  in  which 
there  feemed  to  be  a  divine  change  wrought  in  her  foul,  fent 
for  him,  and  after  having  freely  converfed  with  him,  defired 
that  he  would  preach  her  funeral  fermon.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  a  Church-woman’s  funeral  fermon  to  be  preached  by 
a  Diflenter,  brought  many  together  to  hear  what  would  be  laid 
of  her.  Mr.  C.  believed  that  fhe  d,ied  in  faith,  and  therefore 
wheij  he  came  to  fpeak  of  her,  he  ufed  words  which  at  the  fame 
time  aftonifhed  and  pleafed  the  auditory*  As  to  the  deceafed,5>' 
faid  he,  <4  I  believe  fire  died  a  ferious  perfon,  and  I  have  no( 
doubt  but  fhe  is  gone  to  heaven,  though  a  Church -woman  ;  and 
I  believe  that  none  but  true  Church  people  will  go  there.” — 
Tis  plain  enough  that  the  preacher  certainly  meant,  that  all 
good  men  would  be  laved ;  but  many  of  the  uninftruded 
towns  people,  before  this,  thought  that  (lie  Dili  enters  believed, 
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that  none  were  to  go  to  heaven  but  thofe  of  their  own 
denomination.  In  the  fpring  of  1750,  Mr.  Clayton  firft 
went  to  preach  to  the  church  at  Steventon,  into  full  commu¬ 
nion  with  which  he  was  received  on  the  4th  of  December 
following.  The  next  year  he  became  their  pallor,  being 
ordained  June .5,  1751.  Mr.  Simpfon  preached  on  the  occa- 
fion.  Here  the  people  were  neither  numerous  nor  rich,  con- 
fequently  his  income  was  fmall;  yet,  being  poffeffed  of  an 
eminent  fliare  of  ceconomy  and  frugality,  he  provided  things 
honeft  and  honourable  in  the  fight  of  all  men.  His  little 
cottage  and  fmall  garden  were  fingularly  neat,  and  exhibited 
to  every  fpeclator  an  emblem  of  the  fimplicity,  ingenuity,  and 
induftry  of  their  owner.  He  was  remarkable  for  being  in  good 
time  at  Hated  and  occafional  fervices.  When  any  thing  was 
wrong  among  his  friends,  lie  ufed  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
adnwniflering  reproof,  and  if  occafion  required,  he  did  it 
fharply ;  but  avoiding  fournefs,  and  mingling  affedtion  with  his 
meffage,  it  was  but  very  feldom  that  any  of  them  took  offence. 

Being  in  company  one  day  with  a  neighbouring  minifter 
who  had  an  invitation  to  go  from  the  country  to  a  church  in 
London,  and  the  conversation  turning  on  that  (ubjedl,  his 
neighbour  faid  to  him,  tc  Brother  Ciayton ,  I  fee  my  call  ex¬ 
ceeding  clear  to  leave  B - 5  and  go  to  London/5  Mr. 

C.  replied,  44  Ah,  Broth  er,  London  is  a  fine  place,  and  as  it 
is  to  go  there,  you  can  hear  very  quick;  but  ifGodhad  called  you 
to  go~to  poor  Cranfield,  he  might  have  called  long  enough,!  fear, 
before  you  would  have  heard  him.55  He  was  very  fond  of  Dr. 
Gill,  and  the  Doctor  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  free  with  him.  A 
mifunderftanding  having  taken  place  in  one  of  the  Bedford- 
ftiire  churches,  a  few  miles  from  Steventon,  Mr.  G-~ y,  going 
from  London  to  the.  very  place,  was  defired  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  it.  Mr.  C.  thought  this  gentleman  not  fuffi- 
ciently  impartial,  and  when  he  faw  tne  Dodlor  in  town,  faid 
to  him,  “  Dobtor,  the  next  time  you  fend  a  man  into  the 
country  to  fettle  difputes,  fend  him  with  both  his  ears  open. 
Another  year,  when  Mr.  C.  went  to  London,  Dr.  Gill  hav¬ 
ing  previoufiy  heard  that  his  old  friend  had  been  expounding 
the  Revelations,  faid  to  him,  “  Brother  Clayton ,  what  have 
you  been  about  ?  They  tell  me,  that  you  have  been  expound¬ 
ing  the  Revelations:  a  man  who  enters  upon  that  work 
fhould  firft  have  an  acquaintance  with  hiftory,  the  prophetical 
feriptures  in  general,  and  many  other  things.”  u  Why, 
Doctor,”  faid  Mr.  C.  “  I  did  as  well  as  I  could,  and  you 
can’t  do  any  better.”  Mr.  C.  on  bis  return  back  to  his 
friends,  frequently  mentioned  converfations  of  this  fort,  and 
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perhaps  hence  it  is  faid,  in  Bedfordfhire,  that  Dr.  Gill 
laughed  more  heartily  that  part  of  the  year  when  Mr.  Clayton 
was  in  town,  than  he  did  ail  the  year  befides.  The  truth 
feems  to  be,  as  a  worthy  Brother  has  well  expreffed  it,  Mr. 
C.’s  piety  on  the  one  hand,  and  his  cheerfulnefs  of  fpirit  on 
the  other,  enlivened  the  fociety  of  his  friend?,  and  enfured 
the  refpeft  of  all  who  knew  him.  No  man,  it  is  believed,  was 
morefenfible  than  Mr.  C.  of  the  inferiority  of  his  abilities  to 
thofe  of  many  of  his  brethren ;  but  in  his  own  way,  he  ufed  to 
fay,  cc  Though  I  am  not  a  good  expreffer,  I  am,  bleffed  be 
God,  as  hearty  a  well-wiflier  to  fouls  as  any  one.” 

Forfeveral  years  before  his  death,  he  was  frequently  affifted 
in  the  work  of  the  LorcPs-day  by  one  or  other  of  the  two  or 
three  gifted  brethren  in  the  church.  Mr.  Gamby ,  who  was 
ordained  at  Southill, in  Bedfordfhire,  July  19,  1787,  and  Mr. 
John  Whitney ,  who  was  ordained  over  a  newly  raifed  Baptift 
church  at  Winwick,  Dec.  9,  1789,  now  meeting  at  Great 
Gidding,  in  Huntingdonfhire,  were  both  members  of  the 
church  under  Mr.  C,  and  by  him  called  to  the  miniftry;  as 
was  alfo  Mr.  James  Pratty  who  abided  Mr.  C.  confiantly  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life.  It  is  faid,  he  is  acceptable  and  ufe- 
ful  among  the  people,  and  will  probably  fucceed  Mr.  C.  in 
the  paftoral  office. 

The  trials  of  this  good  old  fervantof  Chrift  v/ere,  in  one 
part  of  his  life,  very  great,  and  fome  of  them  of  a  kind  fo 
very  peculiar,  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  natural  cheerfulnefs, 
crowned  with  the  grace  of  God,  he  could  not  have  borne  up 
under  them.  His  laid  affliction  was  not  long,  but  it  was 
fevere.  It  was  brought  on  by  an  inflammation  in  bis  bowels, 
During  his  illnefs,  he  faid  hut  little ;  indeed  he  was  foon  too 
weak  for  much  con verfation,  but  he  bore  his  pain  with  great 
Chriftian  refignation.  He  was  often  happy  in  his  mind,  and 
indulged  with  the  hope  and  comfort  of  that  gofpel,  which  he 
had  fo  long  preached  in  the  pulpit,  and  adorned  for  above  55 
years,  with  an  exemplary,  moral,  and  evangelical  deport¬ 
ment. 

Years  fince,  he  had  fixed  on  Pfalm  cxxvi.  5  and  6,  as  his 
funeral  text.  *They  that  fozu  in  tears  fhall  reap  in  joy.  He  that 
goeth  forth  and  weepeth ,  bearing  precious  feed ,  fhall  1 doubtlefs 
come  again  with  rejoicings  bringing  his  /heaves  with  him.  But 
the  laid  year  of  his  life,  thinking  on  many  friends,  in  different 
places,  who  were  gone  to  heaven  before  him,  and  hoping  to  be 
foon  with  them  himfelf,  thefe  words,  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe, 
founded  much  in  his  mind  ;  And  fo  fhall  we  be  ever  with  the 
Lords  1  Theflf.  iv.  17.  He  defired  Mr.  Pratt  to  preach  from 
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them  at  his  funeral.  This  good  old  difciple  died  Sept,  jo, 
1790,  above  80  years  of  age.  ivh.  Pratt  fulfilled  his  re- 
queif,  The  members  of  the  church  carried  him  to  the  grave, 
and  the  principal  friends  of  die  congregation  heid  up  the 
pall  *. 


Mr.  John  Harwood. 

A  Deacon  of  the  Church  at  Birmingham. 


ON  the  29th  of  April,  1792,  died  Mr,  John  Harwood , 
originally  a  member  of  the  Baptift  church,  in  Grafton-ftreet, 
London  ;  and  from  tTence  difinified,  about  1 4  years  ago,  to  the 
church  in  Cannon- If reet,  Birmingham.  Here  he  had  not 
long  been  a  member  before  his  pious  activity,  in  promoting 
the  good  of  the  Society,  induced  them  to  eleH  him  a  Deacon 
of  the  church  ;  which  office  he  fuffained  with  diftinguiflied  re¬ 
putation  and  ufefulnefs,  till  incapacitated  by  the  illnefs  which 
terminated  in  his  death. 

As  his  religion  was  a  matter  of  choice,  fo  the  profefiion 
of  it  he  efteemcd  his  honour  :  he  had  fortitude  to  avow  and 
defend  it,  on  every  proper  cccafion,  and  to  reprove  fin 
wherever,  2nd  in  whomioever,  he  difcovered  it.  Like  the 
holy  Pfalmift,  he  was  ready  to  declare  the  teftimonies  of 
God  before  kings,  and  not  be  afhamed. 

Towards  th.  clofe  of  bis  life,  he  refided  chiefly  at  Mofe- 
ly,  a  village  at  a  fmall  di Prance  from  Birmingham;  and 
feeling  a  defire  that  his  neighbours  might  become  acquainted 
with  that  Gofpel,  whofe  ialutary  influence  he  had  himfelf 
experienced;  he  procured  a  licence  for  his  houfe,  and  opened 
it  for  public  preaching,  as  often  as  an  evangelical  minifter 
could  be  obtained.  On  thefe  occTions,  he  would,  as  long 
as  he  was  able,  walk  round  the  village,  and  invite  the  in¬ 
habitants,  rich  and  poor,  to  attend.  Nor  was  he  long  with¬ 
out  receiving  an  adequate  reward  for  his  labours  of  love. 
He  lived  to  fee  two  of  the  villagers,  who  were  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  thcmfidves,  and  of  God,  at  his  houfe, 
baptized  upon  a  profeflion  of  faith  in  Chriif,  and  admitted 

*  It  is  obfervable,  that  this  church  at  Steventon,  which  has  been  well 
fupplied  with  pallors,  has  not  had  more  than  live  from  the?  year  1655, 
when  it  was  firfl  gathered,  to  this,  time  ;  a  fpace  of  136  years. 
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to  member  (hip  in  that  fociety,  of  which  himfelf  was  2-, 
deacon.  And  as  his  £0/^-  fo  his  purfe  was  open  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Redeemer’s  caufe ;  and  by  an  unwearied  liberality  he 
proved  that  the  hand  of  avarice  never  receives  wealth  with 
more  readinefs  than  the  hand  of  chriftian  benevolence  dif- 
penfes  it. 

But  men,  even  the  beft  of  men,  are  bom  to  trouble,  and: 
muft  go  hence  to  be  no  more  feen.  For  fome  years  before 
Mr.  Harwood's  death,  he  complained  of  violent  head^achs, 
which  ended  in  the  total  lofs  of  his  fight,  and  a  general  de¬ 
bility  of  his  frame  :  under  the  whole,  he  appeared  remark-, 
ably  refigned  ;  and  in  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  juftice,  good- 
nefs,  and  wifdom  of  the  divine  government,  found  his, 
ftrength  equal  to  his  day.  Through  a  tedious  rllnefs,  he 
feldom  difeovered  any  degree  of  impatience,  and  whenever 
he  dete&ed  his  heart  in  an  unbecoming  frame,  he  would 
^hide  himfelf,  and  bemoan  his  imperfe&ions.  At  one  time, 
when  informing  an  enquiring  friend  of  the  fe verity  of  the 
pains  which  had  occafioned  him  a  fleeplefs  night,  he  fud-* 
denly  paufed,  and  with  an  inimitable  emphafis,  exclaimed,. 
u  Its  all  right ,  brother  Pearce,  its  all  right.”  And  as  in 
his  molt  painful  hours  he  was  thus  fubmiflive,  fo  in  every 
eafy  intermiflion,  he  was  peculiarly  thankful.  Such  grati¬ 
tude  for  comforts,  and  fuch  refignation  in.  affliction,  are  fel¬ 
dom  found  among  common  Chriftians. 

He  was  fenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  and  once  in  pro-. 
fpeCI  of  it,  faid  to  a  chriftian.  friend,  with  holy  joy,  “  1  would 
not  have  any  religion  now  to  feekfor  a  thoufand  worlds.”  He 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  doCtrines  of  grace,  nor  lefs  a 
friend  to  practical  holinefs  ;  and  though  he  was  often  up¬ 
braided  by  the  licentious  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  legal  on 
the  other,  his  friends  had  tire  fatisfacrion  of  feeing  him,  whilft: 
he  rejoiced  in  fovereign  mercy,  by  a  life  of  fcriptural  obedi¬ 
ence,  put  to  filence  the  reproaches  of  ungodly  men.  His  faith, 
was  fuch  as  purifies  the  heart,  and  works  by  love. 

For  feveral  weeks  before  bis  death,  he  was  unable, 
to  attend  public  worfhip,  but  frequently  exprefled  a  peculiar 
fatisfaftion  in  refle&ing,  that  whilft  he  had  it  in  his  power* 
his  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of  God’s  houfe  had  been  regu¬ 
lar,  and  once  faid  to  his  Paftor,  with  much  energy,—^  My 
dear  Sir,  do.exhort  the  people  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  ho¬ 
nouring  God,  and  improving  themfelves,  by  filling  up  their 
places  in  his  houfe —  they  don’t  know  how  foon  God  may  make 
them  his  prifoners  as  he  has  me,  and  it  will  not  be  a  pleafant  re¬ 
flexion  when  they  cannot  attend,  that  they  would  not  when  they 
could.” 
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On  Lord’s-Dav  evening  (remarkable  for  Its  being  the  fame 
month,  the  fame  day  of  the  week,  and  nearly  the  fame  hour 
of  the  day,  on  which  his  firft  wife  died,  n  years  before  )  he 
quietly  fell  afleep  in  Jefus,  having  juft  anticipated  .  his  gra¬ 
cious  reception  at  his  Savior’s  hand,  as  was  imagined  from 
his  faying  with  his  dying  breath,  «  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord.” 

"The  following  Sabbath,  his  funeral  Sermon  was  preached, 
from  a  text  of  his  own  choofing*  I.  Cor.  15*  43*  u  ^  isfow'n 
in  weaknejs,  il  is  raljed  in  power to  an  audience  whofe  tender- 
eft  paffions  were  deeply  affe&ed  (in  addition  to  every  othet 
confederation)  by  the  tears  of  afurviving  widow,  and  nine  fur¬ 
sounding  children. 
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ON  tHE  DEATH  OF 


The  Rev.  ROBERT  ROBINSON,  of  Cambridge, 

By  GEORGE  DYER*,  B.  A. 

late  of  emanuel  college,  Cambridge. 

O  t ’uftiv  tyu  Asc'pvic  ansi  av  lAav, 

Oi/XET  etvu  an  a'A0'cuo  TlHEQCRITUS.  EiJuX.  I. 


Touch’d  by  the  glowing  year, 

Wake  to  life  iEolian  firings; 

Wild  rriufic  floats  upon  the  liquid  air  ; 

Still  the  gay  garden  (miles,  and  ftill  the  painted  meadow  fings* 
In  Hammond’s  bower  at  eafe  reclin’d, 

Thus  late  I  Tooth’d  my  weary  mind ; 

Till  bufythought  and  fancy  gay 
Seem’d  to  take  their  holiday ; 

/■ 

*  The  author  having  been  engaged  in  purfuits  that  had  fomewhat  im* 
paired  his  health,  was  unbending  his  mind  at  a  gentleman’s  feat,  in 
liuntingdonfhire,  by  attempting  an  Ode  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  June. 
In  this  employment  he  was  interrupted  by  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Robinfon, 
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And  there  I  weav’d  the  fiow’rs  of  fong ; 

And  muft  I  drop  the  unfinifh’d  wreathe  ? 

Or  llrew  it  wild  the  tombs  among, 

Wither’d  by  the  blaft  of  death. 

Adieu  !  ye  laurels  ever  gay,  adieu  ! 

A  mourner  fad  I  go  to  court  the  baleful  yew. 

And  oh,  thou  dreary  (hade, 

Receive  again  your  trembling  gueft*  ! 
Yefolemn  regions  of  the  filent  dead, 

Find  me  fome  fecret  charm  to  footh  the  fuff ’ring  bread: ! 
For  ah  !  in  vain  I  turn  my  eyes 
To  blooming  groves  and  fmiling  fkies; 
Faint  is  the  garden’s  gayeft  bloom,  . 

Faint  all  the  myrtles  rich  perfume, 

And  faint  thy  beams,  oh  facred  light ! 

Dearer  to  me  the  lonefome  gloom, 

Where  the  pale  emprefs  of  the  night 
Silvers  o’er  the  mofs  grown  tomb; 

For  there  remembrance  oft  fhall  love  to  ftray. 

To  bid  the  friend  repofe,  to  blefs  my  Theron’s  clayf. 


As  in  the  lonely  vale 
The  modeil  primrofe  droops  and  dies, 

Or  by  the  pathlefs  hedge  the  violet  pale 
So  gentle  Theron  droop’d,  fo  breath’d  his  dying  fighs. 

No  tender  confort’s  aid  was  near  ; 

No  children  caught  the  clofmg  pray’r ; 

No  friend  receiv’d  the  laft  requeft; 

No  friend  the  dying  eyelids  prefs’d; 

Mid  the  deep  filence  of  the  night 
Softly  the  genial  heat  retired, 

And  from  his  eyelids  Role  the  light. 

As  the  lamp  of  life  expired. 

Vain  hope !  How  didft  thou  fan  thy  treacherous  fires  ! 
Falfe,  as  th’  inconffant  dame,  that  fparkles  and  expires  §. 


*  Mr.  D.  here  .refers  to  his  Elegy  on  the  death  of  a  young  Lady. 

•j'  Remembrance  oft  fhall  haunt  the  fhore, 

When  Thames  in  fummer  wreathes  is  dreft, 

And  oft  fufpend  the  da  thing  oar, 

To  bid  his  gentle  fpirit  reft. 

Collins.  Ode  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Thomson, 

+  Pallentes  Violas.  Virg.  Eel.  II.  47. 

—  Tindtus  viola  pallor  amantium.  Hor.  Carm,  l.iii.  Od.io. 

§  Mr.  Robinfon  was  on  a  vifit  to  Birmingham,  and  died  fuddenly  in 
his  bed,  after  having  preached  twice  the  preceding  Sunday.  He  had  been 
fome  time  indifpofed,  but  it  was  hoped  this  journey  might  have  reftored 


him. 
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Yet  patient  let  me  bend. 

And  praife  Jehovah  while  I  weep  ; 

Truth  may  I  find,  and  dying  find  a  friend; 

Like  Theron  may  I  live,  then  gently  fall  afleep. 

F  or  not  to  barb’rous  regions  borne. 

By  bigot  hands  his  limbs  were  torn; 

Nor  were  the  laft  fad  rites  unpaid, 

Nor  deeps  he  with  the  vulgar  dead: 

The  fons  of  freedom  o’er  his  bier 
Hung  in  attentive  filence  loft, 

Dropt  o’er  his  grave  the  gen’rous  tear, 

And  precious  held  his  duft  ; 

And  the  laft  offering  paid  at  Truth’s  fair  fhrine, 
Theron  {hall  wake  to  life,  and  own  the  truth  divine. 


High  on  thetopmoft*  bough 
Of  V  irtue’s  ever-fmiling  tree, 

There  grows  a  flow’r  that  once  in  Eden  blew. 
By  mortal  fight,  ah  !  feldom  reached,  fair  Charity! 
Higher  and  higher  may  I  foar, 

Climb  the  fair  tree  and  crop  the  flow’r ; 
And  deep  within  the  troubled  breaft 
Plant  the  heav’nly  blooming  gueft : 

Its  facred  fvveets  fhould  footh  me  more. 
When  wrongs  opprefs,  or  grief  invades, 
Than  could  Arabia’s  fpicy  ftore, 

Or  foft  Italian  (hades. 

If  mortal  hand  e’er  cropt  this  flow’r  divine, 

To  plant  it  in  his  breaft,  it  was,  my  Theron,  thine 


Among  the  village  youth 
The  gen’rous  Theron  lov’d  to  dwell; 

To  them  he  ftrew’d  the  flow’rsof  facred  truth, 
With  allapaftor’s  love,  with  all  a  patriot’s  zeal. 
Yet  could  his  genius’  ample  pow’rs, 

Yet  could  his  learning’s  copious  (lores, 
And  all  bis  harmony  of  tongue, 

Delight  beyond  a  ruftic  throng; 


* 


— - — apsTrwv  [/.tv 

Kopt’ipaj  otftTotv  c&tto  TzaacLv*  Pindar,  Ol. 
f  Immortal  Amarant,  a  flow’r  which  once 
In  Paradife,  fare  by  the  tree  of  life, 

Began  to  bloom  ;  but  foon  for  man’s  offence 
To  heav’ti  remov’d,  where  firft  it  grew,  there  grows 
And  flow’rs  aloft. 

Milton's  Paradife  Loft,  B,  III: 
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No  more  would  age  her  lot  bewail ; 

Contentment  fmil’d  at  poverty; 

Labour  would  welcome  pain,  and  hail 
The  rifing  fun  of  liberty  ; 
tc  Still  let  me  toil,  ftili  not  inglorious  toil, 

«  In  freedom’s  happy  plains,  in  Britain’s  facred  ifle* 

But  fay,  hath  heaven  in  vain 
The  gen’rous  breaft  with  freedom  fir’d? 

And  o’er  their  tombs  {hall  ftili  the  Mufe  complain, 
Whom  virtue  warm’d,  and  love  of  honeft  fame  infpired  l 
Ah,  no! — their  honour’d  names  are  bleft, 

In  peace  their  facred  aihes  reft ; 

And  oft  the  grateful  Mule  {hall  roam 
To  drop  a  garland  on  their  tomb: 

And  brighter  ltill  their  fun  {hall  rife. 

When  time  its  tranfient  courfe  hath  run, 

O’er  boundlefs  fields  and  cioudlefs  Ikies, 

And  keep  a  conftantnoon. 

Where  the  fair  tree  of  life  for  ever  blows, 

And  the  pure  ftream  of  blifs  for  ever,  ever  flows. 

Sweet  fields  of  vivid  light ! 

Where  ftorms  no  more  fucceed  to  peace, 

Nor  toil  to  reft,  nor  day  retires  for  night; 

But  all  is  light,  and  love,  and  life,  and  boundlefs  blifs  f* 
The  fons  of  freedom  there  {hall  meet, 

There  Truth  maintain  her  peaceful  feat, 

Confiidt  no  more  with  fhame  or  pain, 

Nor  toiling  feem  to  toil  in  vain; 
tJnfullied  glories  deck  her  brow, 

Immortal  fongs  her  triumphs  tell; 

There  with  frefh  ardour  {hall  ftie  glow, 

With  truth  immortal  dwell. 

No  tyrant  there  moleft  the  fmiling  plain; 

But  boundlefs  freedom  hold  an  everlafting  reign. 

*  I  fpeak  on  Eritifh  Liberty  in  a  comparative  fenfe,  and  nftany  graiiifc 
«F  allowance  muft  be  made. 

-f-  I crov  vvxTtf&iv  cent 
T.J-'X  a  i'J  C6AI- — » 

— Q'j  g xpvTtg  otToytrepov 

EcrXoi  t-[Xovtai 

— “““"Toy,  8cc,  Pindar,  01.  B- L 
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To  the  preceding  Monody  would  have  been  added  a  Bio¬ 
graphical  Sketch  of  Mr.  Robinfion, ,  had  not  his  Memoirs  been 
recently  undertaken  by  a  pen  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  bufinefs  : 
it  may,  however,  be  proper  juft  to  mention,  thatMr.  Robinjon 
departed  this  life  on  the  oth  of  June  i7oo,  a°;ed  years 
and  8  months,.  * 


Rev.  Joseph  Cook, 

Euhaw,  Upper  Indian  Land,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  of  pious  parents  in  the  city  of  Bath, 
Somerfetfhire,  and  called  by  divine  grace  in  the  early  part  of 
life,  under  theminiftry  of  the  late  celebrated  and  much  efteem- 
ed  Rev.  George  Whitefield ,  at  the  chapel,  of  the  late  Coun- 
tefs  Dowager  of  Huntingdon ,  at  Bath.  Mr.  Whitefield  was 
exceedingly  kind  to  him,  and  often  took  him  out  with  him  in 
his  carriage  to  converfe  with  him  about  divine  things.  As 
he  very  foon  gave  clear  evidence,  not  only  of  a  found  con- 
verfion,  but  alfo  that  he  had  minifterial  gifts,  Lady  Hunting¬ 
don^  who  had  a  great  regard  for  him,  which  continued  to  her 
dying  day,  fent  him,  in  the  19th  year  of  his  age,  to  her  college 
^  Trevecka,  in  Brecknockfhire,  South  Wales.  Here  he  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  clofely  to  his  ftudies,  and  made  confiderable  im¬ 
provement,  He  was  much  efteemed  by  his  tutors  and  fel- 
low-ftudents,  being  of  a  good  obliging  temper ;  but  what 
moft  endeared  him  was  his  lively  fpiritual  turn  of  mind,  and 
his  readinefs  to  help  and  comfort  any  who  were  in  trouble  of 
foul.  His  very  firft  excurfions  in  the  villages  to  exercife  his 
gifts,  the  Lord  owned,  fo  that  he  preached  with  acceptance 
and  fuccefs. 

In  September  1771,  Lady  Huntingdon  received  a  fenfible 
anonymous  letter,  requefting  her  to  fend  a  minifter  to  Mar¬ 
gate,  in  the  Ifle  of  I  hanct,  defcribing  it  as  a  licentious  place, 
particularly  at  the  watering  feafon.  She  made  known  the  con¬ 
tents  of  it  to  one  of  her  fenior  ftudents,  Mr.  William  Al - 
dridge*,'  and  gave  him  the  liberty  of  choofing  any  ftudent  he 
pleafed  in  the  college  to  accompany  and  affift  him  in  this  im¬ 
portant  work  :  he  fixed  upon  Mr.  Cook ,  who  cordially  approved 
of  the  defign.  Preparations  therefore  were  made  for  their  jour¬ 
ney,  and  after  taking  an  pffebfionate  leave  of  all  at  college, 
attended  with  many  hearty  prayers  for  their  fafety  and  profpe- 
rity,  they  proceeded  to  the  place  of  abtion.  Being  utterly 

Aldridge  is  now  paftor  of  a  congregation  in  Jewry-ftreet,  near 

Whitechapel,  London  J  3  3 
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unknown  to  any  perfon  at  Margate,  they  began  to  preach  out 
of  doors.  Many  attended,  and  not  in  vain.  Several  were 
favingly  wrought  upon,  and  turned  from  the  error  of  their 
ways,  while  old  profeffors  were  ftirred  up,  who  feemedte 
have  been  fettled  upon  their  lees :  and  now  thefe  itinerants 
preached  not  only  at  Margate,  but  at  many  other  places  in  the 
|fle  of  Thanet, 

About  this  time,  many  perfons  in  Dover  not  fatisfied 
with  Mr.  TVeJlef  s  minifters  and  do£trine,  having  left  his 
meeting,  and  aflembled  in  a  private  room  for  exhortation 
and  prayer,  fent  a  very  prefling  invitation  to  MefTrs.  Aldridge 
and  Cook,  which  they  accepted.  The  former  preached  at  Do¬ 
ver  for  the  firft  time,  in  the  market-place,  on  a  Sabbath-day, 
but  met  with  great  oppofition,  A  prefbyterian  meeting-houie, 
which  had  been  fliut  up  for  a  confiderable  time,  was  therefore 
procured  by  the  perfons  who  had  given  them  the  invitation, 
in  the  which  Mr.  Aldridge  and  his  colleague  ever  afterwards 
preached  whilft  they  continued  at  Dover.  It  was  now  agreed 
on  by  all  parties,  that  Mr.  Aldridge  and  Cook  fhould  fupply 
Margate  and  Dover  conftantly,  and  change  every  week ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  Mr.  Cook  came  to  Dover,  and  preached  on  the  next 
Tuefday  evening.  His  firft  text  was  Heb.  ii.  3*  How 
Jkall  we  ejcape  if  we  negledl  fo  great  fahiation.  Many 
attended,  and  were  much  ftruck  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  youth, 
who  delivered  his  difcourfe  extempore,  (which  was  a  new 
thing  to  molt  of  them).  This  fermon  was,  he  believes,  pecu¬ 
liarly  blefled  to  Mr.  Atwood ,  now  one  of  the  Baptift  minifters 
at  Folkftone,  in  Kent,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  fay,  cc  Here 
is  a  man  that  has  told  me  all  things  that  everd  did ;  furely  he 
is  a  fervant  of  Chrift.”  Mr.  Cook  continued  to  fupply  Dover, 
in  his  turn,  for  fome  time,  and  was  remarkably  ufeful  in 
winning  fouls  to  Chrift,  of  which  many  are  yet  living  wit- 
neffes,  though  fome  are  fallen  afleep.  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Al¬ 
dridge  occafionally  preached  alfo  at  Deal ;  and  at  Folkftone 
their  word  was  fignally  blefled  to  many,  feveral  of  whom 
have  fince  joined  the  Baptift  intereft,  and  one  of  them  is  now 
a  Deacon  in  Mr.  Atwood’ s  church. 

T wo  years  after,  the  ftuclents  were  called  in  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  to  the  college  in  Wales,  to  form  a  million  for 
North  America,  as  very  prefling  and  encouraging  letters  ha<f 
been  received  by  Lady  Huntingdon ,  defiring  her  to  fend  faith¬ 
ful  and  zealous  minifters  thither.  She  therefore  willingly 
entered  into  the  plan,  laying  the  whole  of  it  before  the  Un¬ 
dents,  with  her  earneft  requeft  that  they  would  take  the  fame 
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into  mature  confideration,  and  efpecially  make  it  a  matter  of 
prayer,  and  that  then  thofe  who  faw  their  way  clear  to  gq 
would  declare  it.  At  length  Mr.  Cook,  with  others,  freely 
offered  themfelves  for  this  fervice,  came  up  to  London,  and 
related  their  views  of  this  work  before  many  thoufands  in  the 
Tabernacle,  Moorffelds,  and  elfewhere  ;  an  account  of  which 
was  printed.  After  taking  a  very  afteHing  farevvel,  they 
embarked  for  America,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Percy ,  (who  aL 
terwards  returned,  and  has  a  meeting-houfeat  Woolwich,  in 
Kent).  However  the  Hiip  was  detained  in  the  Downs  by  a 
contrary  wind.  Mr.  Cook,  being  fo  near,  wifhed  to  fee  his 
friends  at  Dover  once  more.  He  went  therefore  unexpectedly 
and  preached  a  ledture,  which  was  remarkably  owned.  Several 
of  his  fellow  ftudents  alfo  went  the  next  Sabbath  to  Dover  to 
preach.  A  fair  and  bride  gale  fprung  up  in  the  night 
the  fhip  failed,  and  they  were  all  left  behind.  Two  of  them 
remained  in  England,  Mr.  Henry  Mead,  a  minifter  now  be¬ 
longing  to  the  eftabhfhment,  in  London ;  and  Mr.  William 
White ,  fince  deeeafed.  Mr.  Cook ,  with  the  reft,  were  yet  de¬ 
termined  on  the  voyage,  and  profecuted  the  plan.  On  their 
arrival  in  America,  as  they  had  all  preached  in  England,  and 
confidered  themfelves  authorized  to  do  fo  on  their  general  plan, 
they  travelled  about  the  country,  and  preached  with  much 


acceptance  among  ferious  Chriftians  of  different  denomina¬ 
tions,  but  particularly  among  the  Baptifts,  whom  they  found 
in  a  lively  ftate  of  religion  at  that  time.  Though  thefe  ftu- 
dents  were  commonly  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  epifeo- 
pal  church,  then  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  Southern  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  feemed  fond  to  keep  up  this  idea  among  the  popu¬ 
lace,  yet  they  generally  appeared  pleafed  with  the  company 
and  converfation  of  the  Baptifts;  and  the  moft  of  them  gave  it 
to  he  underlined, That  they  had  received  convictions  refpecting 
the  juftice  and  propriety  or  the  Baptifts  diftinguifhing  fenti- 
ments,  which,  by  one  or  two  of  the  ftudsnts,  was  reprefented 
to  have  arifen  from  the  introduction  ofa  young  man  of  Baptift 
principles  into  the  Counteftes  feminary  in  Wales,  whofe  ar¬ 
guments  had  made  fo  great  an  impreftion  on  the  ftudents,  that 
her  Ladylhip  thought  proper  to  difeard  him.  Mr.  Cook ,  how¬ 
ever,  kept  himfelf  considerably  referved,  and  more  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  Baptift:  churches  than  the  reft.  Meftrs.  Hill 
and  Coffon ,  after  fully  profefting  Baptift  fentiments  in  their 
converfation  among  the  Baptifts,  joined  the  Prefbyterians. 
Mr.  Roberts ,  who  had  profefled  the  fame  in  a  letter  to  one  of 
the  Baptift  mlnifters,  united  himfelf  wjth  a  rcfpefbble  con¬ 
gregation  of  Independents  in  Georgia ;  and  on  fome  mifun- 
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derftanding  arifing,  left  off  pr  wuchin^  t  -  * 

the  army5  role  to  the  rank  of  He  ■  tenant-colonel,  and  died, 
Mr.  Lewis  Richards  for  a  while  ur  -fifed  his  conviftions, 
and  engaged  in  apariih,  as  candidate  lo  ’■edlorfhip,  but 
fome  time  after*  united  himfelf  totheBaptyU  :  u  at  the 

High  Hills  of  Santee,  was  baptized  by  the  R$v.  Mr.  Furman s 
and  is  now  pallor  of  the  Baptilf  church  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land.  • 

Mr.  Cook  had  obtained  the  office  of  a  parifti,  but  on  his 
marriage  with  a  young  lady,  Mifs  Elizabeth  Bulline,  Oi  Bap¬ 
tift  parents,  then  dead,  at  the  village  of  Dorchefter,  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Charleftown,  "he  determined  to  fettle 
ther  e,  and  preached  to  a  mixed  people,  in  refpect  of  religious 
profeffion :  a  great  part  of  them  were,  and  are  Epifcopahans  ; 
a  number  the  pofterity  of  a  Baptift  church  which  has  become 
extinct-,  that  once  flourilhed  under  the  miniftry  of  the  Rev. 
Ijaac  Chanter i  a  pious  and  eminent  divine  ;  and  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  Independent  congregation,  removed  to  Georgia, 
the  fame  mentioned  above  to  which  Mr.  Roberts  had  united. 
With  the  -  latter  Mr.  Cook  formed  his  clofeft  connexion, 
preaching  ordinarily  in  the  place  of  worfnip  belonging  lo 
them.  The  difpute  between  Britain  and  the  Colonies  was 
now  become  very  ferious,  the  fword  was  drawn,  blood  had 
begun  to  deluge  the  field  of  battle,  and  a  general  concern  for 
religious,  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  poffeffed  the  breads  of  the 
Americans.  A  temporary  form  of  government  agreed  on 
by  South  Carolina,  while  a  reconciliation  to  Britain  on  equi¬ 
table  principles  was  hoped  for,  had  continued  the  paitial 
eftabliihment,  and  legal  fupport  of  the  church  of  England . 
this  convinced  the  Diffenters  of  the  neceffity  of  uniting  and 
making  vigorous  exertions  for  obtaining  the  equal  enjoyment 
of  all  the  privileges  proper  to  a  free  people.  For  they  now 
faw,  that  the  Epifcopalians,  who  generally  poffeffed  the  moil 
confpicuous  Rations,  with  their  ufual  appendages  of  wealth 
and  influence,  while  they  declaimed  againfl  the  unconftitu- 
tional  claims  of  Britain,  and  were  very  fond  of  receiving  the 
affiftance  of  their  Diflenting  brethren  in  the  national  ftruggle, 
v/ere  determined  to  fecure  to  themfelves  every  exclufive  and 
partial  advantage  in  their  power.  An  invitation  was  now 
given  to  minifters  and  churches  of  various  denominations, 
but  principally  to  the  Baptifts,  among  whom  the  bufinefs 
originated,  to  meet  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  at  the  feat  of 
tile  Baptift  church  there,  which  is  nearly  the  centre  of  the 


*  Mr.  Richards  was  baptized  fome  time  after  Mr.  Cook; 
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State,  to  eonfuit  their  general  intereds.  To  this  meeting, 
which  was  held  early  in  1776,  came  Mr.  Cook ,  with  two 
other  of  the  young  gentlemen  mentioned  above,  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  to  the  next  Sabbath,  after  the  bufmefs  was 
concluded,  which  being  the  feafon  for  the  adminidration  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  in  that  church,  divine  worfhip  was  pub¬ 
licly  attended  on  the  two  preceding  days.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Cook  had  an  invitation  to  preach,  and  a  little  before  Service 
began,  he  took  afide  Mr.  Hart ,  the  minifter  of  the  Baptift 
church  in  Charledown,  who  had  {laid  to  aflid  at  the  folem- 
nity,  and  Mr.  Furman ,  the  pallor  of  the  church  at  Santee, 
who  was  then  very  young  in  the  minidry,  and  has  fince  fuc- 
ceeded  Mr.  Hart  in  Charledown,  requeuing  their  advice  oh 
a  matter  under  which  his  mind  laboured.  They  were  in¬ 
formed  by  him,  that  he  had  for  a  considerable  time  feltdrong 
convictions  refpedting  the  propriety  of  Believer’s  Baptifm, 
and  its  neceflity  in  order  to  an  univerfal  obedience  of  Chriffc 
In  a  becoming  manner. — That  he  had  endeavoured  to  filence 
his  confcience,  and  avoid  the  means  of  conviction  during  a 
great  part  of  the  time  3  but  that  of  late  he  had  felt  fuch  guilt 
and  fhame  in  reflecting  on  his  pad  conduit,  as  impelled  him 
to  a  ferious  confideration  of  the  fubjeit,  with  a  full  determi¬ 
nation  of  heart  to  do  whatever  Should  appear  to  be  the  will  of 
God 3  and  that  the  refult  of  this  invefligation  was  the  mod: 
fatisfactory  evidence  in  favour  of  what  he  had  fo  long  thought 
his  duty.  This,  with  the  forcible  application  to  his  mind,  of 
Ananias’s  addrefs  to  Paul,  “  And  now,  why  tarried  thou  ? 
<c  Arife  and  be  baptized,  and  wadi  away  thv  fins,  calling  upon 
■<c  the  name  of  the  Lord,”  made  him  anxious  to  comply  with 
his  duty  without  delay,  efpecially  as  a  favourable  opportunity 
then  offered.  “  I  have  only  to  add,  Gentlemen,”  concluded  he, 

that  I  Should  be  glad  of  your  advice  whether  to  embrace  the 
ordinance  immediately,  or  defer  it  to  be  adminidered  among 
the  people  where  I  live  3  and  if  I  Submit  to  it  immediately, 
feeing  my  Sentiments  and  intention  have  been  hitherto  un¬ 
known  to  the  public,  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to 
make  Ananias’s  addrefs  to  St.  Paul,  julf  now  mentioned, 
and  from  which  I  have  felt  fo  much  convi&ion,  the  fubjedl  of 
the  difcourfe  I  am  about  to  deliver,  and  jud  in  the  light  I 
now  behold  it,  as  it  applies  to  myfelf?  This,  I  confefs,  is  the 
di elate  of  my  own  mind,  but  I  would  not  wild  to  a£l  unad¬ 
visedly*” 

The  miniders  were  both  of  opinion,  that  it  Would  be  bed 
not  to  delay  the  adminidration,  and  that  it  was  proper  he 
Should  follow  the  didlate  of  his  mind  refpecting  the  fubjedl 
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and  method  of  preaching  propofed.  He  preached  accordingly 
to  the  furprife  and  conviction  of  many,  and  was  the  next  day 
baptized  by  the  pallor  of  that  church,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman , 
after  fatisfyjng  the  church  refpedling  his  acquaintance  with  ex¬ 
perimental  religion ;  and  on  farther,  con  fide  rati  on,  having  en¬ 
joyed  his  vifits  before,  and  being  fully  fatisfied  with  his  mini- 
llerial  qualifications,  they  began  to  contemplate  his  ordination. 
He  was  accordingly  ordained  a  few  days  after  by  Mr.  Hart 
and  Mr.  Furman .  A  vacancy  having  taken  place  in  the 
church  of  Euhaw,  by  the  death  of  an  excellent  divine,  the  Rev. 
Francis  Pclot ,  Mr.  Cook  foon  received  a  call  to  take  the  paf- 
toral  care  of  it,  which  he  accepted,  and  preached  there  with¬ 
out  interruption  for  fome  time ;  but  the  invafion  of  the  State 
taking  place,  and  his  expofed  fituation,  near  the  fea-coaft, 
having  already  fubjedled  him  to  Ioffes  and  dillrefs,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  an  interior  part  of  the  country,  where  he  continued 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  but  fuffered  anew  in  the  ravages 
of  the  State  by  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  other 
commanders  ;  fo  that  when  he  returned  to  the  Euhaw,  on  the 
commencement  of  the  peace,  he  was  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  po¬ 
verty.  Previous  to  his  leaving  Euhaw,  he  had  loft  his 
firft  wife,  and  married  a  fecond :  fome  circumftances  attend¬ 
ing  this  marriage  gave  difpleafure  to  a  number  of  his  friends, 
and  himfelf  acknowledged  he  was  chargeable  with  imprudence 
m  the  tranfaclion,  for  which  he  was  forry. 

Hitherto  nothing  very  confiderable  had  appeared  in  Mr. 
Cook’s  miniftry  in  America,  towards  promoting  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift ;  but  on  his  return  to  his  church,  having  palfed 
through  fome  humbling  feenes,  and  entering  more  fully  into 
the  gofpel  fpirit,  he  laboured  with  much  fuccefs.  The  church 
had  been  greatly  reduced  before  he  took  charge  of  it,  and  at 
his  return  was  almoft  become  extinct ;  yet  it  pleafed  God,  by 
his  miniftry,  to  add  a  pleating  number  to  it  in  a  few  years. 
The  account  of  additions,  by  baptifm,  prefented  to  the  Afto- 
ciation  for  the  five  laft  years  of  his  life,  is  as  follows  :  For 
x 7 86,  17  j  for  1787  and  1788,  19;  for  1789,  27;  and  for 
1790,  *5-  Many  of  thefe  are  perfons  of  real  worth  and  re- 
fpedlability. 

in  the  September  of  1790,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rippon , 
of  London,  in  which,  after  having  faid  fome  very  handfome 
things  of  Dr.  Gill’s  Expofition  of  the  Old  and  New  Teft  ament, 
and  (to  ufe  his  own  expreffion),  of  the  tc  ancient  and  highly 
honoured  church,55  over  which  the  Dodlor  fo  long  prefided, 
he  gave  a  plealing  account  of  the  believing  Negro  church 
;.t  Savannah,  and  then  added,  tc  My  fphere  of  action  is  great, 

having 
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having  two  congregations  to  regard  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  each  other,  exclufive  of  this  where  I  refide ;  as  alfo 
friendly  vifits  to  pay  to  filler  churches,  and  focieties  of  other  de¬ 
nominations,  who  are  deftitute  of  minilfers,  frequently  riding 
under  a  fcorching  fun,  with  a  fever,  twenty  miles  in  a  morn¬ 
ing,  and  then  preach  afterwards.  Our  brethren  in  England, 
have  fcarcely  an  idea  of  what  hardlhips  we  ftruggle  with  who 
travel  to  propagate  the  gofpel.  I  have  been  in  a  very  poor 
ftate  of  health  for  two  months,  but  it  has  not  prevented  an 
attention  to  the  duties  of  my  ftation.  O  what  a  bleffino-  is 
health  !  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  for  it.” 

This  good  man  had  now  almoft  finilhed  his  courfe.  The 
circutnftances  of  his  dilfolution  may  be  collected  from  a  letter, 
written  by  one  of  his  dear  friends,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract  *. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rippon,  London. 


Euhaw,  South  CoYolina ,  Off.  4,  170®. 

Rev.  Sir, 

I  COULD  have  wifhed  a  more  agreeable  event  than  the 
prefent  had  been  the  occafion  of  my  addrefs  to  you.  Yet 
when  I  confider  I  am  fulfilling  the  promife  made  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cooky  of  this  place,  now  with  God,  it  feems  to  afford 
a  kind  of  melancholy  pleafure.  About  ten  weeks  before  his 
deceafe,  he  returned  in  the  middle  of  a  fultry  day,  from  preach¬ 
ing  to  a  congregation  about  twenty  miles  from  hence,  com¬ 
plaining  of  feverifh  fymptoms,  with  a.  dry  cough,  a  tightnefs 
of  the  brealt,  and  great  latitude ;  notwithftanding  which, 
he  relaxed  not  his  labours.  In  this  ftate  he  continued  till 
two  weeks  before  his  exit,  when  he  delivered  his  lalf  fer- 
mon  from  Eph.  i.  6.  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace 
wherem  he  hath  ?nade  us  accepted  in  the  beloved.  He  was  then 
fo  weak,  that  I  feared  he  would  not  be  able  to  proceed,  but 
he  was  greatly  fupported,  and  much  engaged :  he  reminded 
the  congregation  of  the  truths  he  had  taught,  allured  them 
that  he  felt  acquitted  from  the  blood  of  all  men,  having  fully 
-declared  the  counfel  of  God  in  his  miniftry.  He  pathetically 
addreffed  himfelf  to  his  hearers  of  every  age,  rank,  and  fta- 


The  lines  in  Italic,  which  now  appear  in  this  letter,  did  not  origi- 
v  belon?  to  it.  but  are  introduced  from  different  oaners.  which  have 


^  1  ut  auci  m  iiaiiv,  vyiiivii  iiuvv  iii  mis  icuci  ,  uiu  nui  ui  jjji* 

nally  belong  to  it,  but  are  introduced  from  different  papers,  which  have 
been  received  relative  to  Mr.  Cook,  to  prevent  unneceffary  repe¬ 
tition*  E»it©k . 
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tion,  confident,  as  he  told  them,  that  this  was  to  be  the  IaiF 
fermon  they  were  to  hear  from  him,  and  then  concluded 
with  a  folemn  farewel.  The  fucceeding  Sabbath  he  was  to 
have  preached  on  St.  Helena  Illand. 

On  Thurfday  following,  the  fymptoms  began  to  be  fo  alarm¬ 
ing,  that  I  feared  he  could  not  continue  long.  He  defired  me 
to  read  to  him  the  324th  Hymn  in  your  Selection,  entitled, 
*c  The  Chriftian  remembering  all  the  way  the  Lord  has  led 
him.”  Some  time  after,  he  allured  me,  he  died  in  the  firm  belief 
of  the  dofifrines  he  had  preached,  and  requefted  I  would  write 
to  his  friends  in  England.  He  fent  for  Mr .  Bealer,  an 
amiable  man ,  and  Deacon  of  his  church ,  fince  dead,  and  con¬ 
futed  with  huh  about  the  interefs  of  the  churchy  particularly 
about  obtaining  a  fuccejfor  to  the  pajloral  office  ;  and  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sabbath  was  the  facra?nental  feafon ,  when  he  was  of¬ 
fered  the  ordinance  would  be  adminiftered,  by  his  brethren  in  the 
mlnijlry ,  who  were  to  be  prefent  on  the  occafion ,  he  faid ,  u  Next 
Sabbath  when  you  are  feajling  below ,  I Jh all  be  at  the  banquet 
above.”  He  fixed  on  the  place  of  his  interment,  and  re- 
quelled  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman ,  of  Charleftown,  fhould  be 
defired  to  preach  his  funeral  fermon  from  2  Tim.  i.  12. 
For  I  know  whom  I  have  believed ,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
he  is  able  to  keep  that  zuhich  I  have  committed  unto  him  againjt 
that  day.  From  this  time  he  inclined  to  be  filent,  and  feemed 
engaged  in  fecret  prayer.  On  Friday,  was  rather  eafier,  and 
onSaturday  morning,  he  joined  in  prayer  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Holcombe.,  who  came  to  a  fill!  at  an  ordination.  About  noon 
he  grew  worfe.  Dr.  Mode,  one  of  the  members  of  his  church , 
who  attended  him  in  the  lajl  jlages  of  his  illnefs ,  writes  thus ,  in 
a  letter  to  a  friend ,  concerning  the  lajl  day  of  Mr.  Cook’r  life , 
cc  Mr.  Cook  appeared  to  me  to  have  an  heart  fully  refigned  to 
the  will  of  God :  fame  time  before  his  deaths  he  told  me,  that  his 
whole  hope  of  eternal  falvation  was  built  on  the  fere  foundation 
Jlone ,  Jefus  Chrijl ;  but  I  do  not  feel ,  faid  he,  that  great  com¬ 
fort  and  joy  I  have  often  experienced,  and  which  I  felt  tzvelve  or 
fourteen  days  ago ,  as  noted  in  my  diary.”  Vifible  tokens  of  dif- 
folution  inducing  a  friend  to  afk  if  he  fhould  pray  with  him  ;  he 
gave  adfent,  and,  at  the  conclufion,  audibly  faid,  Amen;  after 
which,  he  fpoke  no  more  intelligibly,  but  continued  flruggling 
with  the  lafi:  enemy  till  half  pall  three  Lord’s-dav  morning, 
Sep.  26,  1790  5  when  he  was  releafed  from  all  his  labours, 
leaving  a  difconfolate  widow  under  great  affliction ;  an  only 
child,  a  fon  by  his  fird:  wife,  about  15  years  of  age?  in  whom 
all  his  earthly  hopes  feemed  to  center,  as  he  podedes  a  love  of 
religion  with  a  third:  for  learning  ;  and  a  church,  almod  every 
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member  of  which  looked  to  him  as  a  common  father  in  Chrift. 
His  remains  were  interred  the  fame  evening,  immediately  after 
the  adminiftration  of  the  facrament,  when  a  very  tender  and 
animated  exhortation,  to  an  audience  di delved  in  tears,  was 
delivered  at  the  grave  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holcombe ,  who  has 
fince  fucceeded  him  in  the  charge  of  that  church.  The  fune¬ 
ral  fermon  by  Mr.  Furman  was  not  delivered  for  a  confiderable 
time  after,  owing  partly  to  the  diftance  of  80  miles,  and  partly 
to  fevered  unavoidable  hindrances.  Mrs.  Cook  furvived  her 
hufband  but  a  few  weeks,  being  taken  off  by  a  fliort  and  fe- 
vere  illnefs.  His  fon  is  now  at  grammar  learning,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  act  worthy  of  his  father.  The  Rev.  Jofeph  Cook 
was  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  {lender  make,  but  had  acquired  a 
decree  of  corpulency  a  few  years  before  his  death.  His  men¬ 
tal  powers  were  good,  and  had  received  improvement  by  an 
acquaintance  with  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  though  his 
education  had  not  been  completed.  His  converfation  was 
free  and  engaging  :  as  a  preacher  he  was  zealous,  orthodox, 
and  experimental.  He  fpoke  with  animation  and  much  fer¬ 
vour;  though  his  talent  lay  fo  much  in  the  perfuafive,  that  at 
the  end  of  his  fermons  he  frequently  left  the  audience  in  tears. 
He  was  taken  from  his  labours  at  a  time  when  his  charac¬ 
ter  had  arifen  to  confiderable  eminence,  and  a  fpacious  field  of 
ufefulnefs  was  opening  all  around  him,  and  at  a  time  when 
he  was  greatly  endeared  to  his  people.  He  was  a  little  in 
advance  of  40  years  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


Rev.  William  Dore,  Cirencefter. 

Observing  in  your  Regifter  *  the  flight  mention  made 
of  my  late  friend  Mr.  Dore  of  Cirencefter,  I  cannot  help 
exprefling  a  wifh  that  you  will  infert  in  fome  future  Number 
of  it,  the  following  extradt  from  the  church-book  belonging 
to  the  Society  of  which  he  was  paftor. 

July  3,  1791,  died  Mr.  William  Dore,  aged  about  40  years, 
of  a  putrid  fever.  He  was  a  native  of  Newport,  in  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  theeldeft  lbn  of  a  family  remarkable  for  its  piety, 
and  for  embracing;  the  religious  fentiments  of  the  Particular 
Baptifts,  who  defeended  from  parents  who  were  members  of. 
the  church  of  England.  He  was  called  to  the  miniftry  by 
the  Baptift  church  at  Lymington,  educated  in  the  Baptift  aca- 

*  See  page  269  of  the  Regifter.  Editor. 
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demy  at  Briftol,  and  filled  the  place  of  minifter  and  pallor  of 
the  Baptill  church  at  Cirencelter,  upwards  of  16  years  ;  uni- 
verfally  refpedted  for  his  found  judgment,  liberality,  and 
temper — a  man  of  aftudious  and  reclufe  turn  of  mind,  poflefled 
of  that  ineftimable  quality,  a  remarkably  attentive  memory ; 
though  not  an  orator,  yet  a  very  acceptable  preacher,  both  for 
matter  and  manner ;  deeply  read  in  modern  theological  con- 
troverfy,  though  no  polemic ;  an  amiable  and  valuable  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  family  in  which  he  lived,  where  he  was  regarded  as 
a  fon  or  a  brother,  rather  than  as  a  boarder ;  though  not  much 
known  beyond  the  circle  of  his  religious  connexions,  which 
was  both  his  excellence  and  his  foible,  yet  all  denominations 
and  defcriptions  refpedted  his  character,  and  he  was  invariably 
elteemed  the  moll  by  thofe  who  knew  him  bell: ;  a  ftriking 
proof  of  fterling  worth. 

The  only  pieces  he  ever  printed  were  a  fermon  preached 
at  the  ordination  of  his  brother,  as  pallor  of  the  church 
Meeting  at  Maze  Pond,  Southwark,  and  the  Annual  Circular 
Letter  of  the  Midland  Afiociation  for  the  year  1779. 


Rev.  John  Poynting,  A.  M.  Worcefler. 

ON  the  grave-ftone,  in  the  table  pew  of  the  meetings 
houfe  at  Worcefter,  is  the  following  infcription  :  “  Here 
lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  Elijha  Hathaway ,  gofpel  minifter, 
teacher  and  pallor  to  this  congregation  40  years;  having 
finifhed  his  work  by  the  will  of  God,  he  fell  aileep  in  jefus 
the  17th  Sept.  1714,  aged  81.” 

tc  Ifaac  Poynting ,  died  5th  of  May  1740,  aged  63,  pallor 
of  this  church  25  years.” 

I  hefe  were  refpedlable  minillers;  the  latter  came  to  Wor-* 
celler  from  Frome,  or  near  it,  about  the  year  1715.  Mr, 
John  Poynting ,  his  fon,  was  born  in  the  month  of  October 
1719.  He  was  always  ojha.  weakly  conftitution.  He  was 
educated  at  Brillol  undet  the  Rby.  MelT.  Fofkett  and  Evans . 
After  fome  years  of  probation  in  the  minillry  at  Worceller, 
he  fucceeded  his  father  as  pallor  of  that  church.  He  was 
reckoned  a  good  fcholar,  and  was  favoured  with  a  retentive 
memory,  and  a  found  judgment.  He  was  of  a  lludious  turn 
of  mind,  and  rather  a  reclufe.  The  firft  time  he  preached  to  the 
Midland  Aifociation  was  at  Perfhore  in  1749,  and  the  feventh 
and  lall  time  was  at  Cirenceller  in  1779.  His  fermon  to  the 

Afiociation 
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AiTociation  at  Bromfgrove,  in  1768,  was  printed  at  their 
unanimous  requeft,  and  was  highly  fpoken  of  at  that  time, 
*His  text  was  Pfalm  cxxxii.  16.  I  will  alfo  clothe  her  priejls 
with  falvation,  and  her  faints  Jhall  fhout  aloud  for  joy.  For 
aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  this  was  the  iirft  Affocia- 
tion  fermon  that  was  printed  at  the  defire  of  this  Convention, 
though  it  had  then  met  113  years.  About  this  time,  it  was 
underftood  that  Mr.  Poynting’s  continuance  at  Worcefter  was 
uncertain.  A  fight  of  his  difcourfe,  fome  time  after  it  was 
publifhed,  induced  the  church  at  Tiverton,  then  in  a  widow¬ 
hood  Hate,  to  requeft  he  would  vifit  them  with  a  view  to 
a  fettlement  amongft  them ;  but  the  application  was  unfuc- 
cefsful.  The  college  at  Providence,  in  Rhode  Ill  and,  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1774* 

His  voice  was  weak,  and  his  pronunciation  too  much  like  a 
fchool-boy’s.  He  preached  good  fermons  in  fo  bad  a  manner, 
that  he  was  far  from  being  popular.  His  income  from  his 
people,  for  many  years,  was  fo  fmall,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
keep  a  boarding-fchool.  The  ftraitnefs  of  his  circumftances, 
in  the  early  part  of  his  miniftry,  it  is  laid,  led  him  to  a  parfi- 
monious  habit  of  life,  which  he  carried  with  him  to  the  laft. 
He  was  of  late  too  infirm  to  perform  all  his  miniftrial  work 
either  with  comfort  to  himfelf  or  to  his  people  ;  but  as  he  did 
not  chufe  to  have  an  affiftant,  the  Society  very  confider- 
ably  decreafed.  He  preached  the  Lord’s-day  before  his  death, 
and  was  no  worfe  than  ufual  when  he  went  to  bed  on  the 
Thurfday  night,  but  he  died  early  on  the  next  morning, 
Friday  06b  6,  1791,  aged  72.  He  was  nevdr  married.  The 
Rev.  Laurence  Butterworth ,  of  Evefham,  fpoke  over  his 
grave  on  the  1  ith  of  the  fame  month,  and  preached  his  funeral 
fermon  the  Lord’s-day  following,  fromllaiah  iii.  10,  11.  Say 
ye  to  the  righteous  it  Jhall  be  well  with  him: — Wo  unto  the 
wicked  it  Jhall  be  ill  with  him,  &c.  After  all,  Mr.  Poynting 
died,  it  feems,  worth  1200I.  or  more,  of  which  he  devifed, 
by  his  will,  200I.  to  the  particular  Baptift  fund  in  London, 
for  poor  minifters ;  jool.  to  the  widows’  fund;  and  200I.  to 
the  academy  at  Briftol,  in  which  he  received  his  education. 


*  It  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Button,  Paternofter-rovv  ;  and  of  Mr  Tho« 
mas  Thomas,  Houndfditeh  ;  price  6d» 
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Rev.  Josiah  Evans,  Brecknockfhire. 

f 

Mr.  Jofiah  Evans  was  born  at  Nant-y-Craf,  in  the  parilh 
of  Llanddewi-Abergweffyn,  Brecknockfhire,  on  the  27th 
of  October,  1760.  His  father,  Mr .  Morgan  Evans,  is  one 
of  the  pallors  of  the  Baptift  church  meeting  at  Pentre  and 
Pant-y-Celyn  * ;  and  his  mother  is  the  only  filler  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Jojhua  Thomas ,  of  Leominfter.  In  his  childhood  and 
youth,  the  fon  appeared  of  quick  underftanding.  He  was 
never  left  to  open  profanenels  and  immorality,  though  his 
natural  temper  was  lively,  bordering  upon  levity.  He  be^an 
betimes  ferioufly  to  attend  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and  gra¬ 
dually  to  improve  in  ufeful  knowledge.  It  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  ever  under  very  extraordinary  and  fudden  convic¬ 
tions  or  impreilions,  fo  as  to  date  his  converfion  from  any  par¬ 
ticular  time  or  perfons.  This  circumftance  was  often  very 
difcouraging  to  him.  The  great  work  was  begun  and  carried 
on  in  his  foul  fecretly  and  gradually,  yet  effectually. 

He  was  baptized  near  Pant-y-Celyn  by  the  late  Mr.  Rees 
Jones  f,  on  the  firft  of  February  1783.  About  1785,  at  a 
kind  of  conference,  it  was  found  that  his  knowledge  and  ca¬ 
pacity  were  more  than  common ;  but  {fill  it  was  not  eafy  to 
perfuade  him  to  fpeak  in  a  public  way.  He  preached  but  fel- 
dom  till  1786.  He  was  often  employed  that  year  at  home, 
and  fometimes  in  neighbouring  churches ;  and  his  miniftry  was 
very  acceptable.  He  went  to  Briftol  in  Auguft  1787,  with 
it  determination  to  give  himfelf  wholly  to  the  miniftry,  being 
perfuaded  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  Ihould  either  not  preach 
at  all,  or  elfe  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  He  faid,  it 
was  a  doubt  with  him  whether  a  minifter  Ihould  fay  any  one 
Word  in  his  fermon  that  he  had  not  premeditated.  He  was 
ftrong  and  aeftive  when  he  went  to  Briftol,  and  fo  he  continued’ 
through  the  firft  year.  He  came  home  in  the  vacation,  preached 
as  ufual,  and  returned  to  Briftol  at  the  proper  time.  In  De¬ 
cember  that  year,  he  paid  a  vifit  to  the  churches  in  the  counties 
of  Monmouth  and  Glamorgan,  as  he  had  done  the  preceding 
Chriftmas.  It  happened  to  be  a  hard  froft,  and  then  changed 
to  very  cold  rain  and  fleet.  One  day  he  had  near  thirty  miles 

^  His  colleague  in  the  paftoral  care  is  Mr.  John  Evans,  who,  with  the 
late  Rev.  Hugh  Evans ,  M.  A.  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  at  Broad  Mead, 
Briftol,  were  two  brothers  children.  The  co-paftors,  though  of  the 
fame  name,  are  not  of  the  fame  family.— See  the  Hiftory  of  the  Wellh 
Alfociation,  page  8,  in  the  Baptift  Regifter,  No.  2. 

f  Mr.  Rees  Jones  was  then  a  third  colleague  in  the  paftoral  care  at 
Pentie,  *®d  a  near  kniiinian  to  Mr.  Morgan  Evans . 
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to  go,  and  the  weather  exceeding  uncomfortable  and  wet,  and 
preaching  without  fhifting  his  clothes,  he  took  fo  violent  a 
cold,  that  he  never  after  recovered  his  health.  With  no  fmall 
difficulty  he  returned  to  Briftol,  but  through  a  part  of  that 
fpring  he  continued  very  ill,  more  like  to  die  than  live.  About 
May  he  grew  fomewhat  better.  He  came  home  in  June  1789, 
feeble  and  emaciated.  Toward  September  and  October  he 
recovered  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  preach  now  and  then.  In 
the  fpring,  1790,  he  grew  a  little  better.  In  Auguft,  he 
went  to  the  fait  water  at  Aberyftwyth;  and,  afterwards  he 
found  himfelf  fo  much  better  that  he  kept  feveral  meetings  in 
Monmouthftiire,  went  on  to  Briftol,  and  preached  two  or  three 
times  at  Broad  Mead,  in  that  citv.  In  a  letter  to  His  uncle 
loon  after,  he  fays, — cc  I  would  never  envy  a  per fon’s  Situa¬ 
tion  lefs  than  when  he  ftands  in  Broad  Mead  pulpit.  It  is 
a  fad  kind  of  purgatory  to  a  young  W elfhman :  but,  between 
you  and  me,  I  could  have  done  there  much  better  if  I  had 
had  lei’s  pride.”  From  Briftol  he  went  to  Fairford,  in  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  where  a  deftitute  congregation  had  their  eye  upon 
him.  They  wiftied  him  to  continue  a  month  or  two  with  them  ; 
but  he  was  fo  circumftanced  that  he  could  not  then  comply 
with  their  wiflies.  He  fpent  two  Lcru’s-days  with  them,  and 
the  next  at  Horfley.  He  now  returned  through  Briftol,  home¬ 
ward,  and  preached  at  feveral  places  in  Monmouthftiire. 

While  he  was  viftting  at  Briftol  and  Fairford,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  church  at  Dolau  was  deprived,  by  death,  of  their 
worthy  paftor  Mr.  David  Evans.  He  fupplied  there  towards  the 
fpring,  1791,  and  they  wiftied  him  to  fettle  with  them;  but 
he  and  they  were  dubious  about  his  health.  After  this  he 
went  to  Swanfea,  in  virtue  of  an  earned:  invitation  he  had 
from  a  deftitute  church  there,  and  then  returned  to  Fairford* 
His  health  declined  as  winter  advanced.  His  laft  letter  to  his 
uncle  was  dated  April  5,  1792.  In  it  he  defcribes  himfelf  as 
being  in  a  languifliing  condition.  His  brother  went  to  him, 
and  brought  him  home  in  May.  He  continued  to  the  15th  of 
Jrfy.  1792,  and  then  he  fell  afleep,  in  the  thirty-fecond  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  buried  at  Pant-y-Celyn,  the  meeting- 
place  near  his  father’s  houfe.  His  uncle,  Mr.  Zacharias 
\ Thomas ,  preached  at  his  funeral,  from  Ifa.  lvii.  2.  and  his 
couftn,  Mr.  Timothy  Thomas ,  from  Phil.  i.  23.  Mr.  Jofiah 
Evans ,  a  few  days  before  his  departure,  converfing  with  Mr. 
John  Evans ,  his  father’s  colleague  in  the  miniftry,  faid,  he 
could  appeal  to  him  who  knew  all  things,  that  he  had  deli¬ 
vered  his  mefiage  for  the  Lord,  without  refpefh  of  perfons  *, 
with  a  defireto  be  ferviceable  to  immortal  fouls :  and  he  faid, 
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he  doubted  not  but  feveral  had  received  benefit  from, his  la¬ 
bours. 

Though  he  poffeffed  fo  many  excellencies  in  the  fight  of 
others,  he  generally  complained  of  doubts  refpedfing  his  per- 
fonal  intcreft  in  Chrift,  which  continued  much  upon  his  mind 
through  all  his  illnefs :  yet  he  firmly  refted  upon  the  founda¬ 
tion,  Chrift.  On  the  day  before  his  departure,  his  father 
afked  him  how  he  was  in  his  mind.  Heanfwered — “  Not  the 
tenth  part  fo  clear  as  I  could  wifh.  I  do  not  feel  much  joy 
nor  am  I  in  any  terror.  I  wifh  to  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty, 
and  the  land  that  is  far  off",  much  plainer.”  Next  day,  he 
laid — ct  I  have  no  God  to  appear  before,  nor  have  I  to  do 
with  any  but  a  God  of  mercy.”  A  little  before  he  breathed 
his  laft,  he  called  for  his  father  and  mother  ;  they  afked  him 
what  he  wifhedfor?  he  replied — u  Nothing;  only  to  fee  you 
once  more,  for  I  am  juft  going  into  the  eternal  world  !”  His 
mother  afked  if  he  were  willing  to  appear  before  the  King  ? 
He  replied — cc  Yes;  very  willing.”  Soon  after,  he  departed. 
It  is  thought  the  laft  thing  he  fpoke  articulately  was  a  ftanza 
out  of  a  Welfh  poem  of  Mr.  B.  Francis's ,  which  reprefents 
the  dying  believer  fpying  the  borders  of  felicity.  At  that  inftant 
his  uncle  Zacharias  came  in,  and  afked  if  he  fpied  thefe  bor¬ 
ders  ?  He  anfwered — u  I  think  I  do;”  and  fo  went  off. 

The  Rev.  S.  Pearce ,  of  Birmingham,  one  of  his  fellow- 
ftudents,  Yves  the  following  account  of  him :  u  I  had  not 
long  known  Mr.  JoJiah  Evans  before  I  difcovered  that  union 
of  good  qualities  in  his  heart,  which  commanded  my  affec¬ 
tion  and  refpecf  ;  and  diftinguiftied  him  as  a  proper  perfon  to 
felect  for  the  peculiar  intimacies  of  pious  friendfhip.  Our 
apartments  adjoining,  we  fpent  moft  of  the  hours  of  relaxation 
together,  and  111  a  few  weeks  felt  a  mutual  attachment.  Perhaps 
I  had  more  advantages  for  afcertaining  his  real  character  than 
either  of  our  fellow- ftudents  ;  for  he  was  rather  of  a  referved 
difpofition,  and  made  fure  of  a  friend  before  he  laid  open  his 
heart  with  any  degree  of  freedom  and  confidence. 

I  found  him  poffeffed  of  an  equal  temper  of  mind,  feldom 
agitated,  to  an  undue  degree,  at  the  changing  fcenes  around 
him,  but  fteadily  piirfuing  that  objedl  to  which  the  matured: 
deliberation  directed  him.  He  was  not  hafty  indeed  to  de¬ 
termine  ;  but,  when  he  was  once  refolved,  he  was  generally 
inflexible.  Perhaps  he  was  too  pofitive  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
this  error  is  not  fo  injurious  to  a  ftudent  as  the  oppofite  ex¬ 
treme.  Refolutions  haftily  formed  are  in  general  haftily 
abandoned,  and  minds  difpofed  to  fudden  revolutions  cannqt 
make  thofe  advances  which  attend  a  perfevering  application. — * 

Mr. 
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Mr.  J.  Evans  had  one  efiential  qualification  for  friendfhip, 
which  was  faithfulnefs.  I  believe  he  never  difcerned  any 
thing  in  my  temper  or  conduct,  which  he  thought  would  be 
injurious  to  my  proficiency  as  a  dudent,  or  to  my  fpirituality 
as  a  Chriftian  (after  our  intimacy  commenced) ;  but  he 
watched  the  firft  opportunity  of  laying  it  before  me,  with  the 
reafons  of  his  difapprobation.  On  fome  of  thefe  occafions,  he 
would  give  his  friendly  admonitions  and  counfels  with  fuch 
affectionate  eloquence,  that  the  refult  has  been,  our  retiring 
together  with  tears,  lamenting  our  mutual  imperfections  be¬ 
fore  God,  and  befeeching  wifdom  and  grace  from  above  to 
adorn  our  profeffion,  and  in  every  dep  to  purfue  fomething 
worthy  of  our  being  and  character.  Some  of  the  moments 
we  thus  fpent,  1  believe,  were  marked  with  as  true  humilia¬ 
tion  of  heart  as  ever  we  knew  :  for  as  we  did  not  conceal  the 
various  {fates  of  our  minds  from  each  other,  we  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  reftrain  our  feelings,  and  guard  our  expreffions  in 
thefe  exercifes:  on  the  contrary,  we  felt  as  much  freedom  as 
though  we  had  been  apart,  and  realized  the  prefence  of  none 
but  our  Maker.  A  world for  fuch  a  friend ,  to  lofe ,  is  gain . 

As  a  Chriftian,  his  views  of  evangelical  truth  were  (ac¬ 
cording  to  my  judgment)  clear  and  confident :  his  faith  in 
them  was  without  wavering,  and  the  influence  they  had  upon 
his  heart  and  conduct  was  univerfal  and  permanent.  He 
lived  near  to  God  ;  he  watched  over  the  lfate  of  his  mind 
daily:  I  never  found  him  unprepared  for  fpiritual  converfation  : 
the  things  of  God  lay  near  his  heart.  His  letters  abound  in 
good  and  pious  fentiments,  and  I  edeem  the  few  I  have  in 
my  pofleflion tc  as  apples  of  geld  in  bafkets  of  diver;”  I  never 
perufethem  without  fome  advantage;  and  by  them,  though 
dead,  he  yet  fpeaks  to  me,  and  helps  me  to  converfe  with 
him.  He  bid  fair  for  great  ufefulnefs  in  the  miniftry  :  a  drong 
underdanding,  a  becoming  gravity  of  manners,  and  a  manly 
zed  for  the  glory  of  God  ;  a  general  choice  of  the  mod 
evangelical  fubjedfs,  together  with  a  happy  talent  at  intro¬ 
ducing  the  figurative  parts  of  Scripture  to  illuftrate  the  fub- 
jedls  he  difeourfed  on,  were  all  united  in  his  public  ler- 
vices ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  he  was  generally  acceptable  to 
ferious  Chridians.  Nothing  feemed  wanting  to  make  him 
eminently  popular  in  England  (as  I  hear  he  was  foin  Wales)  y 
but  a  more  perfedt  acquaintaince  with  the  idiom  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  had  it  feemed  good  to  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  to  have  continued  him  a  few  years  longer,  he  would, 
no  doubt,  have  filled  up  this  deficiency,  as  his  application  was 
equal  to  his  health,  and  his  improvement  to  his  application. 

L  1  2  The 
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The  removal  of  one  who  promifed  fo  much  ufefulnefs  to  the 
churches  of  God,  is  among  thofe  myfteries  of  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  which  call  for  the  moft  unfufpefling  confidence 
in  the  unerring  wifdom,  and  unchanging  faithfulnefs  of  him, 
who,  though  u  he  giveth  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters 
unto  man,”  yet  a  doth  all  things  well.”  Thus  have  I 
borne  an  honeft,  though  brief  and  imperfedf  teftimony  to  the 
worth  of  this  pious  youth.  Whilft  I  contemplate  and  ad¬ 
mire  his  character,  hope  I  can  fay,  t£  Sequor ,”  though  I  mull 
lament  that  it  is  tc  non  equis  pajftbus 


m 


Rev.  James  Adams,  Hatch,  Somerfet. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  will,  ordered  a  tomb  to  be  erected  over 
his  grave,  from  which  I  have  the  chief  part  of  the  following 
account  of  him  *. 

To  the  memory  of  Mr.  James  Adams ,  who  died  the  18th 
of  February  1791,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  after  having 
been  a  faithful  and  friendly  pallor  of  this  church  twenty-three 
years. 

Under  which  account  are  inferted,  at  his  requeft ,  David’s 
words,  Pfal.  xxvi.  8.  Lord ,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy 
houfe ,  and  the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth.  The  late 
Dr.  Evans  preached  from  this  palfage  of  fcripture  at  the 
opening,  of  the  Meeting-houfe  on  22d  of  September  1784; 
Till  which  time,  though  the  church  had  been  Handing  more 
than  200  years,  they  always  met  for  focial  worfhip  in  private 
houfes,  and  this  was  the  text  which  Mr.  Adams  defired  the 
late  Air.  Day  to  improve  at  his  interment,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done.  I  was  prefent  at  each  of  the  above  fervices, 
and  buried,  near  Mr.  Adams ,  but  laft  Friday,  one  of  the 
Deacons  of  the  church  ;  they  have  a  burying  ground  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  meeting.  As  a  proof  of  his  loving  the  houfe  of 
God,  Mr.  Adams  has  left  an  endowment  for  the  better  fup- 
port  of  the  minillry,  properly  enrolled  according  to  the 
llatute  of  mortmain,  of  more  than  20I.  per  ann.  with  fuitable 
inUrudlions  for  defcent,  if  public  worfhip  fhould  ceafe  at 
Hatch  ;  the  whole  properly  veiled  in  the  hands  of  truftees. 
The  fubftance  of  this  is  inferted,  but  not  at  his  requejl ,  on 
the  reverie  of  his  tomb,  in  order  to  have  it  remembered. 
He  lies  interred  in  the  yard  near  the  door  of  the  Meeting- 
houfe  ;  the  only  tomb  there. 

*  Nov.  7.  1792,  thisaccouRt  was  tranfmitted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowles 
of  Charvl,  to  the  Editor. 
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Rev.  Benjamin  Dickinson,  of  Mafborougli,  near  Ro¬ 
therham,  Yorkfhire,  was  ordained  Feb.  25,  1790,  Mr.  Hindle, 
of  Hanley,  introduced  the  fervices,  and  took  the  confeflion  of 
faith.  Mr.  Afhworth,  of  Gilderfome,  engaged  in  the  ordina¬ 
tion  prayer.  Mr.  Hopper,  of  Nottingham,  gave  the  charge  tQ 
the  minifter,  from  Col.  iv.  17.  Take  heed  to  the  miniftry,  &c. 
Mr.  Afhworth  preached  to  the  church  from  Eph.  v.  2.  Walk  in 
love,  and  concluded  the  fervice  with  finging  and  prayer  :  it  was 
a  feafon  much  to  be  remembered. 

Rev.  Nathan  Sharman,  Chenies,  Bucks.  Mr.  Sharman, 
was  ordained  pallor  of  the  Particular  Baptift  Church  at  Chenies, 
June  9,  1790.  Mr.  Sleap  began  in  prayer.  Mr.  Morris  ex¬ 
plained  the  nature  of  the  fervice.  Mr.  Liddon  prayed  the  ordi¬ 
nation  prayer.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Arnfby,  preached  to  the  miniiler 
from  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  Mr.  Gill,  of  St.  Alban’s,  preached  to  the 
people  from  1  Thef.  iii.  8.  and  Mr.  Jolhua  Jones,  or  Lincoln, 
concluded  in  prayer. 

Mr.  Samuel  Pearce,  Cannon-flreet  Church,  Birmingham, 
jExtraft  of  a  letter.)  My  ordination  was  conducted  as  follows: 
Wednefday  the  1 8th  of  Auguft  1790,  being  fet  apart  for  the 
purpofe  ;  the  affehibly  met  at  half  pall  ten.  Mr.  Edward  Ed~ 
monds,  of  Bond-ljaeet,  in  this  town,  opened  the  fervice  with 
reading  the  fcriptjhres  and  prayer.  Dr.  Evans  made  an  excellent 
introduction  on  the  nature,  propriety,  and  end  of  the  fervice  ; 
defending  the  foie  right  of  every  church  to  choofe  their  own 
pallor  ;  yet  demonlirating  that  it  was  highly  proper  for  fuch 
pallors  to  be  publicly  fet  apart  to  their  important  work,  in  order 
particularly,  among  other  ufes,  to  prevent  the  intrufion  of  un¬ 
worthy  and  diforderly  men  into  the  facred  office.  The  Society 
•then  recognized  their  call,  of  which  having  given  my  acceptance, 
I  delivered  a  confeflion  of  the  leading  articles  of  my  faith.  Mr. 
Fuller,  of  Kettering,  implored  the  divine  bleffing  on  the  new 
relation  which  the  church  and  I  had  then  formed.  Prayer  was 
accompanied  with  the  laying  on  of  hands,  in  which  all  the  mini- 
Eers  near  him  joined.  At  the  fame  time  five  members  of  the 
church  were  publicly  fet  apart  for  Deacons,  over  whom  Mr.  John 
Ryland,  of  Northampton,  prayed,  laying  on  of  hands  as  before. 

*  In  this  lift  the  ordinations  of  1793  are  not  included  ;  fome  others 
which  came  to  hand  are  omitted,  becaufe  they  were  not  explicit 
•enoucrh.  Edit  op..  _ 

1,  1  3  Dr. 
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Dr.  Evans  then  delivered  a  very  alie£lionate,  faithful,  and 
judicious  charge  from  2  Cor.  iv.  G  2.  Therefore  feeing  we  have 
received  this  minifry,  Sec.  After  which  Mr.  Hall,  fen.  of 
Arnfby,  addreffed  the  people  from  Deut.  i.  part  of  38.  En¬ 
tourage  him .  Mr.  Purdv,  of  Chipping  Norton,  clofed  the  fer¬ 
vice  in  prayer,  and  difmiffed  the  people  with  the  ufual  benedic¬ 
tion.  Singing  at  the  ufual  intervals.  Mr.  Fuller  preached  at 
night  from  Pfalm  xlviii.  8. 

Rev.  Nathan  Smith,  (Extra#  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
John  Stutterd.)  At  Barnoldfwick,  \  orkfhire,  on  the  28th  day  of 
September  1700,  Brother  Nathan  Smith  was  ordained  pallor  of  the 
church  which  affembles  there. 

Met  athalf  pall  nine,  A.  M.  Brother  Miles  Oddy  introduced  the 
fervice  by  reading  Ezek.  xxxiii.  1. — 10.  1  Tim.  iii.  Tit.  i. 
Singing  and  prayer.  John  Stutterd  afked  the  ufual  quefiions, 
and  received  the  confeffion  of  faith.  Brother  John  Fawcett,  fen. 
pronounced  the  ordination  prayer,  which  was  attended  with  lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands,  and  alfo  gave  the  charge  from  John  v.  35. 
He  was  a  burning  and  a  fining  light.  He  then  clofed  the  wor~ 
fhip  of  the  forenoon  by  finging  and  prayer. 

Met  ao-ain  at  three  P.  M.  Brother  James  Shuttleworth  intro¬ 
duced  afternoon  fervice  by  finging  and  prayer.  Brother  John 
'Parker  preached  to  the  people  from  1  Theff.  iii.  8.  For  now  we 
live,  if  ye  fiand faft  in  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sowden,  an 
independent  minilter,  concluded  the  whole  by  finging  and 
prayer. 


Rev.  T h  0 m  A s  B  A  l D  w  I N,  Bofton,  Maffachufetts.  .  On  Thurs¬ 
day  (Nov.  11,  1790,)  Mr.  Thomas  Baldwin,  was  inftalled  in 
the  palloral  charge  of  the  fecond  Baptift  Church  of  Chrift  in 
Boil  on.  -  The  folemnity  was  attended  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot’s 
Meeting- houfe.  The  fervice  was  introduced  with  an  Anthem  from 
the  1  ooth  Pfalm.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  preached  the  fermon. 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  gave  the  charge.  Rev.  Mr. 
Green,  of  Cambridge,  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip.  Rev. 
Mr.  Grafton,  of  Newton,  made  the  lad  prayer.  The  whole  was 
concluded  with  an  Anthem  from  the  13  3d  Pfalm.  The  aifembly 
was  folemn,  numerous,  and  refpeClable  ;  and  exhibited  another 
fpecimen  of  that  candour  and  catholicifm  which  have  fo  long 
prevailed  among  the  different  denominations  of  chriftians  in  this 
town. 

Rev.  John  Saffery,  of  Salilhury,  was  ordained  the  13th  of 
April  1791,  Mr.  Stradling  began  the  fervice  with  reading  the 
4th  of  Ephefians,  the  1  Tim.  iii.  and  prayer.  Mr.  Tommas,  of 
Bridol,  proceeded  in  the  introductory  part  of  the  bufinefs  from 
John  xviii.  firft  part  of  36th  verfe.  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world ; 
afked  the  queftions,  &c.  and  prayed.  Dr.  Evans  gave  the  charge 
from  2  Cor.  iv.  1,  2.  Mr.  Kingdon  preached  to  the  church  . 
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from  1  Theff.  iv.  part  of  verfe  1 .  To  pleafe  God. 
clofed  in  prayer. 

Rev.  William  Carey,  Leicefter,  (ExtraH).  After  I  had 
been  a  probationer  in  this  place  a  year  and  ten  months,  on  the 
24-th  of  May  1791?  I  was  folemnly  fet  apart  to  the  office  of 
pallor.  About  twenty  minilters,  of  different  denominations, 
were  witnelles  to  the  tranfadlions  of  the  day.  After.  piayer. 
Brother  Hopper,  of  Nottingham,  addreffed  the  congregation  upon 
the  nature  of  an  ordination,  after  which  he  propoied  the  ufual 
queftions  to  the  church,  and  required  my  Confeffion  of  Faith  , 
which  being  delivered.  Brother  Ryland  prayed  the  ordination 
prayer,  with  laying  on  of  hands.  Brother  Sutcliff  deliveied  a 
very  folemn  charge  from  Adis  vi.  4*  But  voe  ‘noill  give  our- 
felves  continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the  miniftry  of  the  vooi  d.  And 
Brother  Fuller  delivered  an  excellent  addrefs  to  the  people  born. 
Ephef.  v.  2.  Walk  in  love.  In  the.  evening.  Brother  Pearce,  of 
Birmingham,  preached  from  Gal.  vi.  14.  God  forbid  that  I  Jhould 
glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  vjhom  the  voorld 
is  crucified  unto  me,  and  Iunto  the  voorld.  The  day  was  a  day  of 
pleafure,  and  I  hope  of  profit  to  the  greatelt  pait  of  the  ali'erm 

bly. 


Rev.  John  Hutchings,  Coggeffiall,  Effex.  Met  on  the  7th 
of  July  1701,  the  day  agreed  on  for  the  ordination,  at  half  pall 
ten  o’clock.  Sung  Pf.  cxxxii.  L.  M.  Mr.  Richard  Hutch¬ 
ings,  father  of  the  above,  began  in  prayer,  opened  the  work 
of  the  day,  and  received  the  Confeffion  of  Faith.  Sung  Rtppon  s 
Seledlion,  411.  Brother  Pudney  prayed.  Sung  three  firft  verfe s 
iiad  Pf.  C.  M.  Brother  Zenas  Trivett  gave  the  charge 
from  Adis  xx.  28.  Sung  Rippon’s  407.  Brother  George  Flail 
prayed.  Singing  again.  Brother  Steevens  preached  to  the  church 
from  Ezek.  xlviii.  latter  part  of  35th  verfe,  And  the  name  oj-  the 
city  from  that  day  Jhall  be.  The  Lord  is  there.  Sung  Rippon  s 
408^  Mr.  John  Hutchings  then  concluded  in  prayer. 


Rev.  John  Paul  Porter  was  fet  apart  to  the  paftoral  office 
of  the  Bap  till  church  meeting  in  Garrard-ftreet,  Bath,  Aug.  3, 
1701.  Mr.  Matthews  read  a  chapter  and  prayed.  Mr.  Bowles 
unfolded  the  bufinefs  of  the  day.  Mr.  Porter  made  a  confeffion 
of  his  faith.  Mr.  Ifaac  Sottridge  prayed  Mr.  Tommas  of 
Briftol,  then  gave  the  charge  from  ifaiah  In.  n.  Be  ye  clean, 
that  bear  the  veffels  of  the  Lord.  Mr.  Thomas  Davis,  of  Reading, 
addreffed  the  church  from  Phil.  ii.  29.  Receive  rim  therefore  in 
the  Lord  voith  all  gladnefs,  and  hold  fuch  in  reputation  :  He  aho 
difmiffed  the  congregation  with  prayer. 

Rev  Tohn  Law,  Weflon  by  Weedon,  Northamptonffiire. 
On  Wednefday  21ft  Sept.  1791,  public  worffiip  began  a oout  ten. 
Mr  Skinner  read  and  prayed.  Mr.  Fuller  introduced  the 
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of  the  day.  An  officer  of  the  church  gave  a  brief  narrative  of  t ha 
"ileps  the  church  had  taken  to  procure  a  pallor,  and  how  they  were 
led  to  make  choice  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law,  which  the  members  re- 
cognifed  by  lifting  up  their  hands.  Mr.  Law  fignified  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  their  call,  and  delivered  in  a  Confeffion  of  his  Faith  3 
the  church  alfo  calling  two  brethren  to  the  office  of  deacon,  they, 
with  the  pallor,  were  folemnly  fet  apart.  Mr.  Whitmore  praying 
the  ordination  prayer,  which  was  attended  with  laying  on  of 
hands.  Mr.  Sutcliff,  of  Olney,  then  gave  the  charge  from  John 
iii.  29.  ;  and  Mr.  Ryland,  jun.  of  Northampton,  preached  to  the 
people  from  1  Theff.  iv.  1 1  —  1 4.  Mr.  Green,  of  Middleton 
Cheney,  prayed  between  the  fermons  ;  and  Mr.  Elifiia  Smith, 
of  Campden,  in  Gloucelterfhire,  concluded  the  fervice. 

P.ev.  Jonathan  Maxcy#,  M.  A.  Providence,  Rhode  Jfland, 
was  ordained  pallor  of  the  Baptift  Church  in  that  town.  Sept.  8, 
1791.  A  fermon,  well  adapted  to  the  occaffim,  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  of  Bollon,  from  1  Tim.  iv.  15.  Meditate 
upon  thefe  things,  give  thyfelf  wholly  to  them  ;  that  thy  profiting 
may  appear  to  all.  The  introduftory  prayer  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Fofter,  of  New  York.  During  the  impofnion  of 
hands,  the  throne  of  grace  was  addrelled  by  the  Rev.  William 
Vanhorn,  of  New  Jerfey.  An  excellent  charge  was  then  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  and  the  right 
hanr  of  fellowship  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Backus. 

Rev.  William  Steadman,  Broughton,  Plants,  (Extra £1). 
My  ordination  took  place  on  Wednefday  Nov.  2,  1791.  There, 
were  prefentour  honoured  brethren,  Meffrs.  Tommas,  of  Bristol; 
Horfey,  of  Portmouth;  Saffery,  of  Sarum  ;  Nike,  ofRomfey; 
Stokes,  of  Lockarly  ;  Cole,  of  Whitchurch ;  and  Budden,  of 
Downton.  The  fervice  began  about  half  pall  ten,  and  was 
conduced  in  the  following  manner:  Mr.  Saffery  read  Ephef.  iv. 
ana  1  1  im.  iii.  and  then  prayed.  Mr.  Tommas  introduced  the 
bufmefs,  hated  the  nature  of  a  gofpel  church,  and  dropped  fome 
fuitable  hints  about  ordinations.  See.  then  afked  the  church,  ifl 
were  a  member  in  full  communion  with  them  ?  and  whether  they 
wilhed  that  I  ffiould  become  their  pallor?  To  both  which 
qaeftions  he  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  Ke  then  afked  me, 
whether  I  accepted  of  their  call  to  the  palloral  office?  to  which 
I  replied,  I  did  :  after  which  he  re  quelled,  and  I  delivered,  a  brief 
Confeffion  of  Faith.  Mr.  Cole  prayed.  Mr.  Tommas  then  de¬ 
livered.  tiie  charge  fiom  Afls  xx.  28.  Hake  heed  therefore  unto 
yowfelves,  and  io  the  fock  ever  which  the  Holy  Ghof  has  made  you 
vverfeers,  to  feed  the  church  of  God  which  he  hath  purchafed  with 
his  own  blood.  Mr.  Budden  prayed.  Mr.  Horfey  pre  ched  the 
fermon  from  Matth.  xxiii.  8.  And  all  ye  are  brethren.  Mr.  Nike 

Mr .  Maxcy  nas  fince  refigned  his  palloral  office,  and  prefides  in 
the  College.  .  ; 
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concluded  In  prayer.  Sung  at  the  ufual  intervals.  The  fervice 
was  concluded  a  little  after  two. 

Rev.  Joshua  Burton,  Foxton,  Leicefterlhire,  (Extract.) 
On  December  8,  1791,  Jolhua  Burton  was  ordained  pallor  of 
the  Baptift  Church  at  Foxton,  Leicefterlhire.  Service  commenced 
with  linging.  Mr.  Eyres  prayed,  and  read  1  Tim.  iii.  After 
Tinging  again,  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Kettering,  interrogated  the 
church  relative  to  the  Heps  taken  to  procure  a  pallor;  and  was 
fatisfaflorily  anlwered  by  Mr.  Daniel  Fidgin,  Deacon,  who  alfo 
fignilied  the  church’s  choice  of  Mr.  Burton  for  their  pallor  :  Mr. 

B.  accepted  the  invitation,  having  previoully  obtained  an  ami¬ 
cable  difmiilion  from  the  Baptill  Church  at  Sutton  Alhfield. 
Mr.  Burton,  being  required,  gave  an  account  of  his  faith,  in  18 
articles  which  accorded  with  the  fentiments  of  the  Affociated 
Churches.  Mr.  Sutcliff,  of  Olney,  prayed,  laying  on  of  hands, 
as  did  the  reft  of  the  ordained  minifters  prefent.  After  linging, 
Mr.  Fuller  delivered  a  judicious  difcourfe  on  the  duty  ofpaftcrs, 
from  Jer.  i.  10.  Again  Tinging.  Mr.  Morris,  of  Clipftone,  ' 
prayed.  Mr.  Sutcliff  preached  an  affedlionate  difcourfe  to  the 
church  and  congregation,  from  2  ThefT.  iii.  16.  The  Lordbewith 
you  ail.  Mr.  Gill,  a  refpedlable  independent  minifter  of  Harbo- 
rough,  concluded  the  feryice  by  prayer.  The  opportunity  was 
acknowledged  to  be  pleafant  and  profitable  :  and  the  hopes  of 
ferious  friends  were  revived,  that  the  Lord  would  raifeup  again 
the  ancient  church  at  Foxton,  which  was  nearly  loft,  having  had 
no  pallor  for  9  or  1  o  years. 

Rev.  T  ho  mas  Burgwin  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  church 
at  Oakingham,  Berks,  Dec.  28,  1791.  Mr.  William  Burnham,  of 
Maidenhead,  prayed  and  opened  the  nature  of  ordination.  The 
Confefiion  of  Faith  being  delivered,  Mr.  Thomas  Davis,  of 
Reading,  prayed,  and  gave  the  charge  from  Exod.  xviii.  19. 
Hearken  now  unto  my  ‘voice ,  I  ‘will  gave  thee  counfel ,  and  God  fall 
be  with  tvee  t  be  thou  for  the  people  to  God- ward,  that  thou  mayejl 
bring  the  caufes  unto  God.  Mr.  Bicheno’s  text,  from  which  he 
pre  ached  to  the  people,  was  Adis  xvi.  9.  And  a  njifion  appeared 
unto  Paul  in  the  night  :  there  food  a  man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed 
him,  faying.  Game  o<ver  into  Macedonia ,  and  help  us.  Mr.  Bicheno 
alfo  concluded  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Joseph  Swain,  Walworth,  near  London.  Mr.  Swain, 
after  having  been  eight  years  an  honourable  member  of  the 
church  in  Carter-lane,  Southwark,  under  the  paftoral  care  of 
Mr.  Rippon,  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  by  that  fo- 
ciety,  Monday  June  2,  1791.  The  congregation  in  Eaft-ftreet, 
Walworth,  confifting  of  different  defcriptions  of  good  men  not 
formed  into  a  church,  enjoyed  the  fivil  of  his  labours,  which 
Were  evidently  crowned  with  a  blefting.  A  pleafing  number  of 
them  having  been  baptized,  and  united  in  a  church  Hate  by  Mr. 

Swain, 
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Swain,  on  the  ftri#  communion  plan,  presented  him  with  an 
unanimous  invitation  to  the  paftoral  office.  Their  place  of  wor- 
fhip  being  {mall,  and  fome  of  their  friends  redding  at  a  didance 
from  Walworth,  Mr.  Swain  was  ordained  in  Mr.  Rippon’s  meet- 
ing-houfe,  Feb.  8,  1792.  After  iinging,  Mr.  Upton,  of  Green- 
walk,  prayed.  Mr.  Timothy  Thomas  defcribed  a  gofpel  church, 
made  fome  very  candid  remarks  on  the  impofition  of  hands  in 
ordinations,  and  propofed  the  ufual  queftions  to  the  church  and 
the  minifter.  Thefe  being  fatisfaftorily  anfwered,  Mr.  Swain 
read  his  confeflion  of  faith.  Mr.  Booth  prayed  the  ordination 
prayer,  laying  on  hands  with  Mr.  Rippon,  Mr.  Smith  of 
Eagle-ftreet,  &c.  Mr.  Rippon  gave  the  charge.  Mr.  Button 
addrcffed  the  church  from  Eph.  v.  15.  See  then  that  ye  walk  cir- 
amfrefity,  &c.  Mr.  Smith  prayed  the  laft  prayer.  Mr.  John 
Giles  conducted  the  praifes  of  God,  at  proper  intervals,  by  lin¬ 
ing  out  two.  or  three  verfesat  a  time,  from  different  hymns.  Alfo 
part  of  Dr.  Watts’s  132a  Pfalm,  and  the  whole  410th  hymn 
of  Mr.  Rippon’s  Selection. 


Rev  Samuel  Norman,  Bampton,  Devon.  (Extra#  from 
one  of  his  letters.)  After  ferving  the  people  of  Bampton  one 
year,,  to  whom  I  ivas  recommended  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Rowles,  &c.  &c.  during  which  time  their  debt  on  the  place  of 
w  or  Hi  ip  was  paid,  1  accepted  a  unanimous  call  to  the  paftoral 
office..  Wednefday,  the  25th  of  July  1792,  being  the  day  fet 
apart  for  my  ordination,  the  fervice  began  at  half  paft  ten 
o'clock.  Brother  Sprague  lined  out  the  133d  Pfalm.  Brother 
Arnold  read  the  133d  Pfalm,  and  the  1  Tim.  iii.  and  prayed. 
Broth. w  Sprague  then  delivered  an  introductory  addrefs 
very  fuitable  to  the  occafton,  when  the  church  was  called  upon 
th publicly  recognife  their  call  of  me  to  the  paftoral  office;  which 
being  done  by  lifting  up  their  right  hands,  I  declared  iny  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  call,  and  gave  a  confeflion  of  my  faith.  After  which 
ike  ordination  was  performed  by  the  folemnly  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  the  Brethren,  Thomas,  of  Prefcott ;  J.  Dawfon,  of  Lyme; 
Sprague,  of  Tiverton;  and  Clark,  of  Exeter,  who  prayed  the 
ordination  prayer.  Brother  Sprague  then  gave  out  the  410th 
Hymn  of  vour  Selection.  Brother  j.  Dawfon  delivered  the  charge 
from  the  2  Tim.  ii.  24  and  25.  The  few  ant  of  the  Lord  muft  not 
JSrcve,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men ,  apt  to  teach ,  Sec.  Brother  Sprague 
then  gave  out  the  41 1  tli  of  your  Hymns;  Biother  Thomas 
prayed;  Brother  Rowles  preached  to  the  people  from  2  Cor.  xiii. 
and  part  of  the  1  ith  verfe.  Live  in  peace  ;  and  alio  conclucied  the, 

fervice  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Daniel  [ones,  Swanfea.  On  Wednefday  the  28th  of 
November  1792/Mr.  Daniel  Jones  (originally  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Panteg,  Carmarthenlhire,  but  late  a  ftudent  under  Dr. 
Evans  in  Briftol)  was  publicly  fet  apart  to  the  v/oric  of  the  mi- 
uiftrv  at  Backiape,  Swanfea.  Brother  Daniel  Davies,  of  Llanelli, 
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and  Brother  David  Powell,  of  Nottage,  introduced  the  fervice 
with  prayer :  after  Brother  Jones  had  delivered  a  confeffion  of 
his  faith,  and  the  members  had  fignified  their  approbation  and 
call,  he  was  fet  apart  by  feveral  minifters  then  prefen t,  who  laid 
their  hands  on  him,  while  a  molt  fervent  prayer,  on  the  behalf  of 
him  and  the  church,  was  put  up  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  by 
Brother  Benjamin  Phillips,  of  Salem,  who  alfo,  after  a  hymn 
was  fung,  delivered  the  charge  from  John  xxi.  17.;  and  after 
him,  Brother  David  Evans,  of  Maes-y-berllan,  preached  from 
Heb.  xiii.  7.  and  concluded  with  prayer.  We  had,  through  the 
whole  fervice,  evident  marks  of  the  piefence,  appiobation,  and 
afliftance  of  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Henry  Evans,  Craig-fargod.  December  5,  1792, 

Mr.  Henry  Evans,  who  is  a  native  of  Carmartnen  town,  and 
originally  a  member  of  Darkgate  church,  by  which  he  was  re¬ 
commended  to  the  academy  of  Briftol,  was  ordained  paftor  of 
the  General  Baptift  church  at  Craig-fargod,  Glamorgan.  Bro¬ 
ther  David  Saunders,  of  Aberduar,  delivered  the  charge  from 
2  Tim.  ii.  15.  and  Brother  Morgan  Rees,  ofPontypool,  preach¬ 
ed  from  1  Cor.  ix.  9. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  NORTHERN  ASSOCIATION, 

in  1791  and  1792*. 

THIS  Convention  did  not  formally  meet  in  their  affociated 
capacity,  entirely  owing  to  the  n*egle£t  of  the  we  kern  diftriet, 
who  have  manifefled  an  inclination  to  drop  the  connexion,  and 
to  the  church  at  Newcaftle  being  without  any  fettled  paftor  or  re- 
fident  minifter  for  fome  time.  There  have  been,  efpecially  at 
any  occafional  meeting  of  minifters,  a  very  becoming  fpirit  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  church  at  Hamfterly,  and  efforts  made  for  the 
revival  and  continuance  of  this  affociation ;  theie,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  foon  crowjned  with  luccels,  as  tne  church  at  New¬ 
caftle  has  the  pleaiing  profpeft  or  an  acceptable  minifter,  and  a 
new  church  is  going  to  be  incorporated  in  the  North  Riding  of 
York,  of  the  members  at  Hamfterly,  who  ate  relident  in  that 
part.  It  is  highly  pleaiing  to  fee  the  Redeemer  s  inteieft  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  world,  and  the  pure  goipel  obtain  accefs  where  it  was 
not  known,  and  new  churches  railed  to  our  Savioui  3  honour; 
but  to  find  united  m  thefe  infant  communities,  zeal  and  prudence, 
orthodoxy  and  charity,  liability  and  fuccefs,  is  far  more  pleafing 
ftill.  And  as  antiquity  throw's  a  folemn  air  over  every  fcene,  lo 
to  meet  with  churches  planted  above  a  centuiy  lince,  who  lia\e 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  laboured  and  not  fainted, 

*  By  one  of  their  members.  Editor, 
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and  who  retain  a  degree  of  primitive  zeal  and  profperity,  is  a 
beautiful  fight  indeed.  But  when  we  find  ancient  congregations 
retaining  little  of  the  fpirit  of  true  religion,  and  difcovering  a 
worldly  Laodicean  fpirit, while  they  tread  the  houfe  their  fathers 
trode,  and  tell  us  what  piety  was  once  in  the  place  ;  we  are  filled 
with  difguft,  our  indignation  and  pity  are  equally  excited,  and 
while  we  found  in  their  ears,  we  pray  the  fpirit  of  the  living 
God  to  imprint  on  their  hearts  that. awful  threatening — Remem¬ 
ber  therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen ,  and  re  petit  and  do  thy  frft 
works  :  or  elfe  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly ,  and  will  remove  thy 
candlefick  out  of  its  place  except  thou  repent . 


The  Civil  State  of  Dissenters  in  England,  1793. 

EVERY  Dififenter  in  England  is  excluded  from  all  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  employment  of  honour  and  profit  in  the  kingdom. 
No  Difienter  can  be  admitted  to  command  in  the  army  or  navy, 
were  even  his  country  invaded,  nor  to  colledt  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  nor  to  act  as  a  magifirate,  nor  to  graduate  in 
either  of  the  univerfities,  not  even  to  take  a  degree  of  Doflor 
of  Mafic  or  Phyiic,  which  employments  do  not  feem  to  have  any 
reference  to  the  fate.  Nor  will  the  affirmation  of  a  Quaker  be 
taken  in  any  of  our  courts,  in  any  criminal  profecution  whatever; 
lb  that,  if  a  man  of  this  denomination  were  to  fee  another  murder 
his  father  or  his  wife,  he  could  not  profecute  the  criminal  without 
denying  his  religion. 

No  Quaker  can  praftife  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law,  not  even 
as  an  attorney. 

This  civil  incapacity  makes  Difienters  be  looked  upon  by  the 
vulgar,  mod  unjuftly,  as  rebels  and  enemies  to  government, 
and  to  a  family  which  they  placed  on  the  throne  ;  and  in  all  fea- 
’bns  of  alarm  and  tumult,  they  have  experienced,  and  do  expe¬ 
rience,  great  evils  in  this  way. 

Every  Dififenter  who  acknowledges  the  truth  of  the  doffrine 
of  the  Trinity,  is  tolerated  in  the  exercife  of  religious  worfhip ; 
but  he  who  denies  the  Trinity,  is,  01a  conviflion,  liable  to  conffca - 

tion  of  goods  and  imprifonment . 

Difienters  pay  all  taxes  and  tythes,  and  are  obliged  to  ferve 
offices  in  the  church,  which  are  attended  only  with  labour  and 
expence,  as  churchwarden-.  Sec.  fubjeft  to  heavy  penalties  if 
they  do  not  ferve,  or|  find,  at  their  own  expence,  a  proper 
lubflitute ! ! ! 
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*The fubjlance  of  the  Charge  delivered  hy  the  Rev.  Andrew 


Fuller  to  the  Millenaries  at  the  parting  Meeting  at 
Leicefter. 

My  very  dear  Brethren  ! 


part  of  the  folemnities  of  this  day  mull  needs  be 


affedting;  but  if  there  be  one  part  which  is  more  fo 
than  the  reft,  it  is  that  which  is  allotted  to  me,  delivering  to 
you  a  folemn  parting  addrefs.  Neverthelefs,  I  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  the  hope  of  your  undertakings  being  crowned 
with  fuccefs  fwallows  up  all  my  forrow.  I  could  myfelf  go 
without  a  tear,  fo  at  leaft  I  think,  and  leave  all  my  friends 
and  connexions,  in  fuch  a  glorious  caufe.  Imprefled,  there¬ 
fore,  with  thefe  fentiments,  1  can  the  more  readily  and 
cheerfully  part  with  you. 

My  dear  Brethren  !  Let  me  addrefs  you  in  the  words  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  to  his  difciples,  John  xx.  21.  Peace  be  unto 
you ,  as  my  Father  fent  me ,  fo  fend  I  you  !  The  whole  of  this 
language  was  fweet,  efpecialiy  confidering  the  troubles  of 
their  hearts  to  whom  it  was  primarily  addreffed. — The  preface 
is  fweet,  Peace  be  unto  you — as  if  he  had  laid,  All  is  well  as 
to  the  paft,  and  all  ftiall  be  well  as  to  the  future. — .The  com- 
million  itfelf  is  fweet.  Nothing- could  well  be  more  grateful 
to  thofe  who  loved  Chrift,  than  to  be  employed  by  him  on 
fuch  an  errand,  and  to  have  fuch  an  example  to  imitate. 

There  is,  to  be  fure,  a  great  difparity  between  your 
million  and  that  of  Chrift.  He  came  to  offer  himfelf  a 
facrifice  for  fin,  and  by  his  blood  to  obtain  eternal  falvation. 
for  poor  loft  finners.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  difparity,  there 
are  various  points  of  likenefs  between  your  undertaking  and 
that  of  your  Lord  and  Matter.  I  ftiall  fmgle  out  three  or 
four,  which  I  would  wifti  to  imprefs  upon  your  minds. 
Thefe  are,  The  objects  you  muft  keep  in  view; — The  direc¬ 
tions  you  muft  obferve ; — The  difficulties  you  muft  encounter; 
— and,  The  reward  you  may  expedh 

Firft,  There  is  an  analogy  between  the  objects  of  Chrift’s 
million  and  thofe  of  your’s.  The  great  objects  of  his  million 
were  to  glorify  God,  and  to  feek  and  to  fave  loft  fouls;  and 
your’s  are  the  fame.  Men  and  devils  have  difhonoured  God; 
they  had  virtually  called  him  a  hard  mafter  ;  had  thrown  off 
his  yoke,  and  reprefented  him,  in  the  punifhment  of  fin,  as 
a  Being  whefe  ways  were  not  equal.  But  Chrift,  by  his 
obedience  and  death,  rolled  away  thefe  reproaches.  By  the 
former,  that  ic,  by  making  it  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
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will  of  his  Father,  he  proved,  in  the  face  of  a  rebellions 
world,  that  his  yoke  was  eafy,  and  his  burden  light.  By  the 
latter,  that  is,  by  enduring  the  full  penalty  of  tne  divine  law 
without  a  murmuring  thought,  he  manifefted  its  equity,  de¬ 
claring  in  effedt  that  God  was  in  the  right,  and  that  man 
deferved  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  his  juftice.  You  alio,  my 
brethren,  have  to  glorify  God,  and  that  both  by  your  cheerful 
obedience  to  his  will,  and  by  patiently  enduring  affliction.  I  he 
heathen  will  judge  of  the  character  of  your  Goci,  and  of  your 
religion,  by  what  they  fee  of  your  own  character.  Beware  t  at 
you°do  not  mifreprefent  your  blefled  Lord  and  his  gloiious  go  - 
pel.  It  is  a  great  encouragement  to  be  engaged  in  the  fame  cauie 
with  Chrift  himfelf.  Does  he  ride  forth  as  on  a  white  horle, 
in  ri^hteoufnefs  judging  and  making  war?  (Rev.  xix. )  e 
arc  called,  like  the  reft  of  the  armies  of  heaven,  to  follow 
him  on  white  horfes,  purfuing  the  fame  glorious  object  that 
India  may  be  conquered  by  his  truth.  May  you  be  able,  at 
the  clofe  of  your  lives,  to  fay,  after  the  example  of  your 
Lord,  “  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth,  I  have  finifhed  the 
work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.”  Chrift  was  lent  of  the 
Father,  not  only  to  glorify  his  name,  but  to  feek  and  to 
fave  that  which  was  loft ;  and  fuch,  my  brethren,  is  your 
errand.  Go  then  after  your  Saviour’s  example,  go  m  pur- 
fuit  of  the  loft  fheep ;  follow  after  them,  fearch  and  hud 
them  out,  that  they  may  be  brought  home  to  his  foffl,  from 
the  dark  mountains  whither  they  have  wandered,  and  gatnei- 
ed  from  the  dreary  deferts  whither  they  have  been  fcattered 
in  the  dark  and  cloudy  day ;  that  they  may  be  delivered  from 
the  errors  and  abominations  of  the  Heathen,  andbebiougn 

to  the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God.  _ 

Secondly,  Chrift,  in  the  execution  of  his  million,  was 

under  the  direction  of  him  that  fent  him,  and  you  mu  q 
the  fame.  As  mediator,  he  always  afted  as  die  fathers 
fervant.  Though  a  Son,  and  as  fuch  equal  with  God,  yet 
in  his  official  capacity,  he  learned  obedience.  It  is  emphati- 
.  cally  laid  of  him,  he  both  did  and  taught ;  and  in  both  he 
inflexibly  adhered  to  the  direaions  of  him  that  fent  him. 
I  came  down  from  heaven ,  not  to  do  mine  own  will  but  the  will 
of  him  who  fent  me.  I  have  not  fpoken  of  myfelf ,  but  the  fa¬ 
ther  who  fent  me ;  he  gave  me  commandment  what  I  Jhould  Jay , 

and  what  I  Jhould  fpeak .  .  r  . 

Chrift  afled  as  the  Father’s  fervant;  and  you  are  the  fervants 
of  Chrift.  There  is  a  woe  upon  any  mimfter  if  he  preach 
not  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  but  efpecially  upon  thole  whole 

bufinefs  it  is  to  preach  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen. 

Among  us ,  if  you  do  not  preach  the  Gofpel  ot  Chrift,  other . 


depend  upon  you, 


will;  but  there,  all,  under  God,  will 
When  the  Lord  hrft  planted  the  Ifraelites  in  Canaan^  he 
planted  them  wholly  a  right  feed.  Be  exceedingly  careful  to 
follow  this  example.  See  that  the  doilrines  you  teach,  and 
the  duties  you  inculcate,  be  not  your’s,  but  His  who  fent 
you.  A  right  feed  is  neceffary  to  a  profitable  bar  veil.  You 
muft  likewife  do  the  will  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  teach  it,  and 
that  after  his  example.  He  pleafed  not  himfelf.  Perhaps  no 
men  muff  expecl  to  have  their  wills  fo  often  croffed,  or  to 
meet  with  fo  frequent  calls  for  felf-denial,  as  thofe  who  em¬ 
bark  in  fuch  an  undertaking  as  yours.  This  leads  me  to 
obfevre, 

Thirdly,  Chrift,  in  the  execution  of  his  midion,  had 
great  difficulties  and  trials  to  encounter,  and  you  muft  expect 
the  fame,  ft  he  trials  of  your  Lord  were  partly  from  pain9 
and  partly  from  contempt .  Great  were  the  hardfhips  he  had 
to  undergo.  Foxes  had  holes,  and  birds  had  nefts,  but  he 
had  not  where  to  lay  his  head.  And  notwith (landing  all 
that  your  brethren  can  do  to  make  you  comfortable,  you  may 
expedl  to  tafte  of  the  fame  cup.  Your  Lord  was  alfo  ex- 
poled  to  contempt.  Fie  is  mad,  faid  they,  why  hear  ye  him  ? 
It  thele  things  were  done  to  the  green  tree,  what  may  be 
expected  of  the  dry  ?  But  Jefus  endured  the  crofs ,  and  dej fifed 
the  Jhame.  May  you  be  enabled  to  follow  his  example.  He 
met  with  trials,  not  only  from  open  enemies,  but  from  pre¬ 
tended  friends.  I  hole  who  ate  of  his  bread  lifted  up  the 
heel  againft  him.  Betrayed,  denied,  and  forfaken,  he  yet 
perfevered  ;  nor  did  he  delift  till  he  could  declare,  It  is  finijh- 
ed.  1  hen,  when  he  could  appeal  to  him  who  fent  him,  fay¬ 
ing,  I  have  ftnifhed  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do, 
then,  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft  !  What  an 
example  for  you  to  follow! 

Fourthly,  Chrift  was  not  fent  forth  in  his  undertaking 
without  a  pro?nife  of  lupport  in  it,  and  a  glorious  reward  for 
it.  It  was  predicted  of  him,  cc  He  fhall  not  fail  nor  be  difcou- 
ragedj  till  he  have  brought  forth  judgment  unto  victory.” 
This  implied,  that  he  would  meet  with  much  to  difcourage 
him.  If  many  waters  could  have  quenched  his  love,  it  had 
been  quenched :  but  divine  Omnipotence  fupported  him 
And  as  his  Father  lent  him.  fo  fends  hp  von.  FsiithfnJlv  Visr 


And  as  his  Father  lent  him,  fo  fends  he  you.  Faithfully  has 
he  promifed  to  be  with  you  always  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
The  divine  Father  promifed  him  fouls  for  bis  hire;  that  he 
ftiould  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied.  And 
herein,  as  the  Father  fent  him,  lo  fends  he  you.  You  alfo 
fliaJj  have  your  reward.  The  joy  let  before  him  encouraged 

him 
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him  to  endure  the  crofs  ;  you  alfo  fhall  enter  into  the  joy  oj 
you  1  Lord.  Keep  that  joy  in  your  view.  For  it  is  a  faithful 
faying,  If  we  fuffer  with  him ,  we  Jhall  alfo  reign  with  hint . 
Hearken  to  the  promife  of  your  Lord  and  Matter,  tc  for  his 
layings  are  very  true,”  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to 
fit  down  with  me  in  my  throne ,  as  I  alfo  have  overcome  and  am 
fet  down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne. 

Go  then,  my  dear  brethren,  ftimulated  by  thefe  profpe&s. 
We  {hall  meet  again.  Crowns  of  glory  await  you  and  us. 
Each,  I  truft,  will  be  addreffed  at  the  laft  day,  by  our  great 
Redeemer,  Come  ye  bleffcd  of  my  Father  thefe  were,  hungry , 
and  you  fed  them',  athirft ,  and  you  gave  them  drink ;  in  prifmy 
and  you  vifited  them,  Enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord .  Amen. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  figned  by  the  Minifters  and  other  Chrifti an 
Friends  on  a  folemn  day  of  prayer  at  Leicefter,  previous  to 
the  departure  of  our  Miffionaries  for  India. 

The  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen, 
to  Ram  Ram  Bojhoo ,  Parbotee ,  and  all  in  India ,  who  call 
upon  the  Name  of  Jefus  Chritt  :our  Lord,  both  their’s 

and  our’s. 


•  1  ' 

Dearly  beloved  brethren  ! 

e  rejoice  that  we  have  an  opportunity  of  adui  effing 
■  •  "thofe  as  fellow- chriftians,  who  till  lately  were  loll 
in  Heathen  darknefs  and  fuperftitkm,  I  he  accounts  which 
our  beloved  brother  Thomas  has  given  or  you,  have  greatly 
refrefhed  us.  For  many  years  we  have  been  praying  to  God 
on  your  behalf;  we  knew  but  little  of  what  our  dear  brother 
Thomas  was  doing  among  you,  but  had  united  together  before 
we  heard  of  his  being  in  England,  for  thq  purpole  of  lending 
the  o-ofpel  into  Heathen  countries.  It  was  by  the  fpecial  provi¬ 
dence  of  God  that  we  heard  of  him,  ami  of  the  ftate  or  things 
among  you.  We  thankfully  embraced  the  opportunity,  and 
have  ever  fince  been  heartily  engaged  in  promoting  the  good 
work  From  Afia  founded  out  the  word  of  the  Lord  into 
Euro*pe  ;  glad  fhall  we  be  to  have  that  joyful  found  reverbe¬ 
rate  to  Alia  again,  and  extend  to  every  other  part  of  tne  earth . 

You  requetted  in  your  letter  fent  to  one  of  our  brethren, 

that  “  Miffionaries  might  be  fent  to  preach  the  gofpel  among 

you,  and  to  help  forward  the  tranflation  of  the  word  o. 

God.”  For  thefe  puroofes  we  recommend  to  you  our  much 

efteemed  brethren  Thomas  and  Carey ,  men  who  we  are  pur- 

fuaded  are  willing  to  hazard  their  lives  for  the  name  of 

the  Lord  Jefus ;  men  who  will  feek  not  your’s,  but  you 
J  men 


AND  MOHUN  CI-fUND  IN  INDIA. 


men  who,  though  not  pretending  to  infallibility,  we  doubt  not, 
will  labour  to  tranfiate  the  Bible  as  faft  as  they  are  able ; 
who  will  teach  you  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  truth,  and  adorn 
the  do&rine  they  preach,  by  a  life  of  holinefs,  righteoufnefs, 
and  goodnefs.  Receive  them  in  the  Lord,  and&  ftrengthen 
their  hands  b^  uniting  with  them  in  every  good  word  and 
Work. 

We  hope  that  upon  the  arrival  of  our  brethren,  you  will 
be  folemnly  baptized,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  one  living  and  true  God,  thereby  put¬ 
ting  on  the  Lord  Jehus  Chrift,  making  an  open  profeffion 
of  his  name.  Expeft  perfections  and  reproaches.  All  that 
will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus  muft  fuffer  perfecution,  be- 
caufe  the  hearts  of  men  are  by  nature  at  enmity  with  God, 
and  true  leligion.  But  be  not  di (heartened  ;  tribulations  will 
turn  to  your  advantage,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel, 
through  the  bleffing  of  your  and  our  God,  who  will  be  with 
you  to  fupport  you  in  all  your  affli6Hons.  Only  let  your 
convention  be  as  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Chrift^  that  the 
enemies  of  godlinefs  may  have  no  evil  thing  to  fay  of  you. 
Shun  all  evil  company,  and  all  idolatrous  affemblies  and  cuf- 
t°ms>  u  Come  ye  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate 
faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will 
receive  you ;  and  will  be  a  father  to  you,  and°,you  ftiall  be 
my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.” 

Nevertnelefs,  though  you  have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  un¬ 
converted  in  their  evil  works,  yet  be  ye  courteous,  kind, 
affable,  pitiful,  and  ready  to  do  good  unto  all  men,  even  to 
your  enemies  as  occafions  may  offer.  Be  faithful  and  juft 
in  all  your  dealings,  fpeaking  the  truth,  and  acfting  with  up  - 
rightnefs.  Fray  for  thole  that  perfecute  you.  Confider  who 
it  is  that  maketh  you  differ,  and  pray  that  the  fame  almighty 
love  wnich  hath  conquered  your  hearts  may  conquer  their’s. 
Let  Unchaftity  ana  ail  manner  of  uncleannefs,  and  all  intem¬ 
perance  in  eating  or  drinking,  be  unknown  among  you.  Put 
far  away  all  lying,  and  deceit,  and  treachery,  and  double  deal¬ 
ing.  Be  f  ubjecl  to  the  laws  of  your  country  in  ail  things  not 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God.  Be  obedient  to  your 
iuperiors,  and  compaftionate  to  your  inferiors.  Be  faith¬ 
ful  in  all  your  relative  connexions.  Cultivate  love,  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs  and  mercy.  If  any  of  you  be  over¬ 
taken  in  a  fault,  be  ready  to  reclaim  and  to  forgive,  as  Chrift 
alfo  has  forgiven  you.  "  You  have  read  the  xviii  chapter  of 
Mattnew  on  i.his  fubjefl.  If  any  turn  back  after  profefling 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  are  not  to  be  reclaimed,  be  not 
ftumbled  at  it,  but  withdraw  yourfslves  from  all  fellowfhip 

M  m  with 

*  * '  — 
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with  them.  Such  things  will  be  permitted  to  try  your  frn- 
cerity.  In  fliort, 'in  your  fpirit  and  conduft  let  your  coun¬ 
trymen  behold  the  holy  tendency  of  the  doftnnc  of  Chnft, 
and  we  doubt  not  but  God,  your  own  God,  will  blefs  and 
multiply  you  abundantly. 


Dear  brother  Ram  Ram  Bojhoo  ! 

Thoufands  in  our  folemn  affemblies  have  read  and  funs 
your  Gofpel  Hymn,  with  joy,  and  hope,  and  brotherly  love  . 
Your  fentiments  and  feelings  are  our’s  !  We  feel  that  we 
are  brethren  !  Though  wide  oceans  divide  us,  we  are  ot 
one  fpirit !  We  have  heard  of  your  labours  of  love.  Go  on* 

very  dear  brother,  and  by  every  mean  in  your  power,  dif- 

feminate  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift.  i  each  the  gofpe 
which  you  have  heard  and  learned.  Teach  your^  countrymen 
by  pfalms  and  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs,  to  mate  melody  m 


Dear  brother  Parbotee  f 

We  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  afFecfing  cir- 
cumftances  of  your  converfion  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chiilt 
and  we  o-reatly  rejoice  with  you,  and  for  you.  it  does  our 
hearts  go°od  to  hear  of  your  readinefs  to  avow  your  attach¬ 
ment  to  him  5  and  that  you  have  declared  yourfeh  ready '  to 
encounter  all  the  difficulties  and  perfecutions  that  might  fol- 
low  your  being  baptized  in  his  name.  Go  on,  dear  brother. 
Eternal  life  Is  "before  you  !  Be  you  alfo  a  helper  or  our  bre¬ 
thren.  Endeavour  by  every  mean  to  teach  others  what  you 
know  of  Chrift ;  and  adorn  your  profeffion  by  an  unble- 
miftied  converfation. 

Might  we  add  (furely  we  may)  dear  brother  Mohun  Chund? 

We  have  heard  of  your  ferious  attention  to  the  preaching 
of  the  o-ofpel,  of  your  being  convinced  by  it  that  you  was  a 
.rreat  fmner  before  God,  that  there  was  no  refuge  for  you 
among  all  your  Shafers,  and  that  the  Gofpel  alone  was  ot 
God,  difeovering  the  way  of  falvation and  farther,  that 
vou  had  difufed  the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  your  country-men  > 
had  forbidden  the  vain  homage  paid  you  by  the  deeded i  peo¬ 
ple,  and  had  fubje&ed  yourfelf  to  temporal  iofs  for  Chriit  s 
fake  :  yes,  we  have  heard  of  your  adherence  to  the  Golpel 
when  vifited  by  Parbotee ,  previous  to  his  converfion,  and 
how,  when  threatened  by  him  refpe&ing  lofing  caff  you  Jett 
the  company  and  went  and  poured  out  your  complaint  to  God 
in  prayer.  And  moreover,  when  he  came  to  you  in  the 
agony  of  his  foul,,  requeuing  to  hear  the  gofpel,  you  direacd 
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film  in  the  way  of  eternal  life.  O  brother  Mohun  Chunk  t 

can  you  think  how  it  grieved  us  to  hear  after  all  this,  that 

youi  heart  faded  you  in  a  time  of  trial :  that  you  diffiembled 

j0r  a.  °f  brcad  ?  Surely  your  heart  has  ere  now  fmitten 

T)  -  I  .  l/1  •  j  .  ,  .  _  ^  1  er  Simon  Peter  f 

.yut  he  alfo  1S  holy,  and  jealous  of  his  honour.  He  who 

demeth  him  before  men,  and  repenteth  not,  him  will  he  dem 
before  his  P  ather,  and  the  holy  anoels  !  *  J 

.  DealV  b,eioved  brethren>  farewel  •'  Thoufands  of  prayers 
have  already  been  offered  up  on  your  behalf  !  Thoufhff 
more  will  follow!  Let  us  have  /cur’s  for  us  in  reS 
ne  grace  of  our  Lvrd  Jefus  Chnjl,  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  with  you  all.  Amen  !  Amen! 

R  SiSrnTed  at  TLec!cel!c£?  ¥al,ch  20>  1 793 -Andrew  Fuller, 
Rey.  hogg,  J.  Sutcliff,  S.  Pearce,  R.  Hopper,  T.  Rvland 

.Robert  Mills,  T.  Blundell,  J.  W.  Morris,'  V  Staughton,’ 

T.  Edmonds,  R.  Watts,  T 
I  nnder,  J.  Yates,  J.  Canner,  J.  Purfer,  T.  Prowitt 
N  B  Subfcriptions  to  the  Baptift  Society  for  propagating: 
the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen,  whether  annual  or  occasional 
are  received  gratefully  by  the  Rev.  R.  Hogg,  of  Thrapfton’ 
treafurer  to  the  primary  lociety  ;  and  the  Rev.  A.  Fuller  of 
Kettering,  fecretary  to  the  fame:  alfo,  by  the  Rev.  S.  Pearce 
fecretary  to  the  corrdponding  fociety  at  Birmingham  ;  or  Mr* 
King,  the  treafurer  there:— by  the  Rev .J.  Fawcett,  of  Brearly- 
hall,  near  Halifax,  fecretary  to  the  Yorkfhire  fociety ' 
by  Mr.  John  Hughes,  of  the  fire-office,  Briftol  •  by  thd 
Rev.  William  Button,  No.  24,  Paternofler-row,  London  - 
and  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers,  Philadelphia.  '  9 


A  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  MR.  LA  TROBE 

TO  MR.  RIPPON. 


dear  MR.  Rippon,  London ,  June  2 6,  1793. 

MR.  DIXON  has,  by  your  define,  tranfmitted  to  me  No. 
6.  of  youi  inftruHive  work,  'The  Pciptijl  Annual  Pegijlery 
for  which  I  fincerely  thank  you,  and  I  have  given  Mr.  Dixon 
tE-  <jch  IN  o.  of  the  little  Accounts  concerning  our  endeavors 
to  propagate  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen,  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  fend,  or  deli  ver  to  you, 

I  have  this  morning  perufed,  with  much  pleafure,  the  ac¬ 
count  ol  tne  rife  of  the  P articular  JBaptifl  Society  for  propa - 
gajmg  the ■  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen ,  and  truft  that  our  Savior 
will  lay  his  bleffing  upon  your  endeavors,  and  by  your  means 
>  . extend  his  glorious  kingdom  on  earth,  You  have  made 

M  m  2  honourable 
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honourable  mention  of  us  ;  but  no  praife  is  due  to  our  poor  L* 
bors.  What  could  we  poor  infignificant  people  have  done,  had 
not  our  bleffed  Saviour  himfelfperformed  the  work,  and  to  {hew 
his  power,  made  ufe  of  the  weakeft  and  moll  inefficient  m- 
flruments  ?  I  think  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  fuccefs  ot  the  Bre- 
threns  miffions,  are  feme  of  the  greateft  proofs  on  earth  of  the 
truth  of  our  Lord’s  declaration.  My  grace  is  Juffictent  for  thee: 
for  my  ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in  weaknefs. 

In  your  Account,  the  following  articles  are  propofed  for  ex¬ 
amination  and  difeuffion  in  a  diligent  and  impartial  manner. 
(No.  p.  378).  x.  What  qualifications  are  efpecially  requi- 
fite  in  Miffionaries  ?  2.  What  advice  fhould  be  given  to  the 

Miffionaries,  or  what  regulations  adopted  concerning  them, 
&c.  ?  I  did  not  find  any  anfwers  to,  or  further  difeuffion  ot, 
thefe  fubjects  in  your  6th  No.  p.  485.  except  that  you  have 
met  with  two  Brethren  willing  to  go  among  the  Eali  Indian 
Heathen.  To  the  firft  queftion,  we  Moravian  Brethren 
fhould  aniWer  fimplythus:  The  love  of  God  {bed  abroad 
jn  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  From  love  and  gratitude 
to  Him  who  hath  purchafed  them  with  his  own  blood,  they 
fhould  be  truly  and  wholly  devoted  to  his  fervice ;  allured, 
that  in  life  and  death  they  are  the  Lord’s,  and  that  he  will  abide 
with  "them  forever  ' void  of  felf-lcve,  felf-feeking,  feT-com- 

placendv,  and  the  whole  poifonous  fyftem  of  felf conlcious 
of  numberlefs  wants  and  infirmities  ;  but  by  experience,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  laving  power  of  Jefus,  and  the  fanctifying 
merits  of  his  precious  atonement ;  filled  with  love  to  then- 
fellow- men,  as  being  bought  with  an  ineftimable  price, 
and  confequently,  precious  in  the  fight  of  our  Saviour, 
however  depraved  and  corrupted,  and  however  defpicable  in  the 
fight  of  men  ;  Ihunning  no  danger,  no  trial,  no  perfection,  when 
engaged  in  the  caufe  of  the  Saviour,  always  hoping,  a.  ways 
believing;  unweariedly  following  the  poor  ftraying  fhee-p ; 
and  even  without  prefent  profpeas,  relying  upon  the  gracious 
promife,  That  the  word  of  the  Lordjhall  not  return  unto  Hun 
void ,  but  accomplijh  that  which  he  pleafes ,  m  due  time,  and 
profper  in  the  thing  whereto  he  has  jent-  it.  Thole  of  our 
Miffionaries,  whofe  labours  the  Lord  has  bleffed,  have  had 
thefe  qualifications.  Learning,  and  what  the  world  calls 
accomplifhments,  we  have  not  experienced  to  he  of  much 
ufe.  A  true  chriftian  has  always  thole  accomplifhments  he 
wants ;  he  is  kind,  courteous,  gentle,  peaceable,  and  full  of 
good-will.  Let  the  worldling  produce  any  better  principles 
of  conduft ;  but  he  mult  put  up  with  fhame,  becaufe  he  has 
not  the  truth  in  him.  2.  What  advice  fhould  be  given  to 

the  Miffionaries,  &c.  ?  __r. 

When 
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When  the  Brethren  v/ent  firft  among  the  Heathen,  they 
were  advifed,  and  alfo  thought,  that  they  muff:  firft  enter  upon 
an  explanation  of  the  greatnefs,  juft  ice,  omniprefence,  &c.  of 
God ;  of  the  heinoufnefs  of  fin,  &c.  but  they  foon  found  that, 
to  know  nothing  among  them  fave  Jefus ,  and  him  crucified ,  was 
the  right  way ;  the  word  of  the  crofs  proved  the  power  of 
God  unto  falvation,  and  every  other  good  thing  followed. 
The  minds  of  the  converts  were  by  degrees  open  to  all  other 
religious  fubjedts.  Therefore,  our  advice  is,  as  to  doCtrine, 
that  they  preach  the  crucified  Jefius ;  that  they  look  more  for 
real  conyerfion  of  heart  in  the  few  committed  unto  their  care 
than  for  numbers;  that  they  carefully  and  kindly  maintain 
difcipline,  excluding  tranfgrefTors,  yet  not  forfaiting  them, 
but  endeavouring  by  God’s  grace  to  lead  them  gently  back 
into  the  right  way;  that  they  are  continually  watchful  to 
prevent  hurt  to  the  fouls  of  men;  that  they  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  every  individual,  and  baptize  none  but  thofe 
in  whom  a  change  of  heart  is  vifibie.  That,  as  to  external 
fupport,  they  be  fatisfied  with  whatever  providence  may  ap¬ 
point,  and  frugally  manage  their  houfe-keeping.  The  Lord 
be  praifed  v/ho  has  hitherto  given  us  fuch  perfons  for  our 
millions.  May  he  alfo  give  them  to  your  dear  people,  and 
hear  vour  prayers  in  behalf  of  all  men.  The  ideas  in  the 
preamble  (p.  372,  of  the  Regifter,)  contain  everything  need 
Ful  for  a  milfionary’s  conlideration,  and  imply  a  complete  an- 
fwer  to  the  queftions.  Did  our  Sayiour  do  fo  much  for  us 
how  much  then  ought  we  to  be  devoted  to  him ! 

I  have  been  too  prolix,  and  muft  beg  your  pardon  for  in¬ 
terfering  in  your  concerns  ;  and  I  am  Jure  you  have  perfons 
in  your  fociety  much  more  able  to  fay  fomething  to  the  pur- 
jpofe  on  thefe  fubjects,  but  I  have  limply  written  what  juft 
ftruck  my  mind  in  perufing  your  Regifters.  We  differ  in 
a  few  things,  but  we  are,  I  truft,  one  in  Jefus,  and  do 
•what  we  do  in  his  name.  You  are  at  liberty  to  infert  what 
you  pleafe  concerning  us,  and  our  millions,  in  your  work, 
ff  you  think  it  can  give  any  pleafure  to  your  good  people, 

I  remain  with  fincere  efteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

C.  Ig.  La  Trobe? 
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EXTRACTS 

, 

From  the  American  Affociation  Letters,  &c.  and  from  the, 
perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  Englijb ,  and  tire 

American  Brethren. 

•  j  .  ,  .  - 

,  •  H 

' 

THE  General  Committee  of  Baptist  Associations* 
met  at  Tomahawk  Meeting-houfe,  in  the  County  or  Chefter- 

field  (Virginia/)  May  12,  13,  14,  15,  1 7 9 2.*  . 

Saturday,  May  12.  At  noon  the  Rev.  David  Thomas  picacn- 

ed  the  introductory  fermon  from  Dan.  xii..  1,  2,  3. 

The  Delegates  convened  in  the  Meeting-houle,  and  prayer 
being  made,  the  letters  from  the  diftrift  Affociations  were  read, 
and  the  Affociations  and  Delegates  enrolled, 
fi.  Portjmouth  * . — Thomas  Armiftead  and  David  Barrow. 

2’  Middle*.— Eleazar  Clay,  James  Sanders,  Bernard  Todd, 
and  Thomas  Burford. 

3.  Roanoak  * . — John  Williams,  Thomas  Reed,  and  James  Hurt. 

4.  Strawberry*. — Robert  Stockton,  Joieph  Anthony,  Samuel 

Goodwin,  and  William  Johnfon. 
r  J)an  River  *.■ — Samuel  Harris,  Reuben  Picket,  mid  Geoige 

Roberts. 

6.  Dover —  Lewis  Lunsford,  William  Webber,  Henry  Toler, 

and  Reuben  Ford. 

7.  KetoSlcm.' — David  Thomas,  James  Ireland,  and  John  Monroe. 

5.  Chappawamjick. — -William  Friftoe,  Jer.  Moore,  Williana 

-Holley,  and  William  Mafon. 
q.  Orange. — John  Waller. 

'  The  Rev.  William  Webber  was  then  cho.fen  Moderator,  and 
Reuben  Ford,  Clerk. 

On  motion,  agreed,  T  hat  the  Rev.  Merits.  Tnomas,  Maion, 
Waller,  Barrow,  and  Clay,  be  appointed  to  confider  the  Hate  of 

of  the  Union,  and  make  report. 

That  Melfrs.  Toler  and  Roberts  do  prepare  and  bring  m  a 

Circular  Letter  to  the  diftrict  Affociations. 

The  Rev.  Meffrs.  Williams,  Barrow,  and  Armiftead,  appointed 
to  preach  on  the  morrow,  then  adjourned  till  Monday  morning, 

8  o’clock.  ...  ,  , 

Monday  morning,  1 4th  May,'  after  divine  worfhip,  proceeded 

to  buftnefs.  _  , 

Ordered,  That  the  terms  of  union  between  the  regular  and 
feparate  Baptifts,  as  agreed  upon  at  Dover,  be  inferted  for  the 
information  ot  the  Baptifts  at  large,  which  aie  as  follow. 

f  The  five  Affociations  diftinguifhed  above,  and  marked  thus ;  are 

«.n  the  South  of  James  River,  the  other  four  are  on  the  North  of  it. 
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After  debate  refpefting  che  utility  of  adopting  a  Confefiion  of 
Faith,  We  do  agree  to  receive  the  regular  Baptiifsb  But  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  ufurping  a  tyrannical  power  over  the  confcience  of  any, 
we  do  not  mean  that  every  perfon  is  to  be  bound  to  the  Hi  let 
obfervance  of  every  thing  contained  therein,  yet,  tnat  it  holds 
forth  the  effential  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  the  doctrines  of 
falvation  by  Chrilt,  and  free  and  unmerited  grace  alone,  ougnt 
•to  be  believed  by  every  Chriftian,  and  maintained  by  eveiy 
Minifier  of  the  Gofpel;  and  that  the  terms,  regular  andfepaiate, 
be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that  from  henceforth,  \ve  (had  be 
known  by  the  name  of  the  United  Baptist  Churches 
of  Christ  in  Virginia. 

The  Committee,  appointed  to  amend  a  refolution  of  a  ioimei 
Committee,  prefented  the  following,  which  was  agreed  to  . 
After  maturely  deliberating  on  a  variety  of  circumitances,  your 
Committee  luppofe  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  General  Committee, 
is  to  confider  all  the  political  grievances  of  the  whole  Bap  tiff 
fociety,  and  all  references  from  didrift  AfTociations,  as  alfo 
other  circumitances  which  evidently  relate  to  the  external  inteiefl 
of  the  whole  Baptifl  fociety,  and  no  other  concerns  wnatcvei. 

The  Circular  Letter  to  the  diflrift  Aflociations  being  l.eaa, 


was  approved.  . 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  Hymns  prepared  by  the  Rev.  EleazerClay,  was  received, 
and  agreed-  to  as  follows:  Your  Committee  have  examined  t  te 
faid  Collection,  do  approve  of  the  fame,  and  hope  the  laid  000k 
may  be  beneficial  to  the  populace  in  general,  and  to  the  church 

of  Chrift  in  particular.  .  n 

The  Delegate  who  waited  on  the  lad  General  Auemoly, 

with  a  memorial  and  petition,  informed  the  Committee,  That, 
agreeable  to  his  appointment,  he  waited  on  tne  Aliemoly  with 
laid  Memorial  *;  that  it  was  received  by  the  irloufe,  but  that  tne 

prayer  of  the  faid  petition  was  rejeftetn 

The  reference  concerning  flavery  itill  referred  to  tne  next 

General  Committee.  .  . 

The  Rev.  John  Williams,  preparing  a  plan  .or  the  Laptilt 

Hiflory,  was  referred  to  a  refolution  that  pail  tne  oieneral  Com¬ 
mittee  on  that  fubj  eft  in  the  year  i79o._  ,,  , 

Agreed,  that  the  next  General  Committee  oe  hoide-n  at  in¬ 
dy  Creek  meeting-houfe,  in  Powhatan  county,  on  the  fecond 

Saturday  in  May  next.  . 

Met  Tuefday  morning.  May  15  th,  and,  after  divine  worflup, 

proceeded  to  bufmeis. 

The  Committee  recommended,  that  a  lay  member  oe  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Affembly  with  a  Memorial  from  the 

*  It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  1790,  (Mr.  R.  has  rot  recen'^ 
thofe  of  1701.)  that  this  was  a  memorial  and  petition,  Paying  foi 
foie  of  the9ftebe  lands,  and  the  opening  of  the  churches  ”  for  the  dif¬ 
ferent  focietles  of  Cliriftians,  “  which  before  the  war,  had  been  tiled 

only  by  the  Epifcopalians”  Editor.  General 
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General  Committee,  remonftrating  againft  thefe  laws  that  have 
veiled  the  Glebe  Lands  in  the  hands  of  the  Veftry,  and  their 
fucceffors,  for  the  foie  ufe  of  the  Epifcopal  church. 

The  Memorial  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Brother  Thomas  Burford  appointed  to  wait  on  the  General  Af- 


fembly  with  the  fame,  and  the  Rev.  William  Webber  is  directed 
to  give  due  notice  in  the  public  papers. 


Refolved,  That  the  Rev.  Meftrs.  John  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Reed,  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  plan  to  the  next 
Committee  for  eftablifhir.g  one. 

Adjourned  till  the  2d  Saturday  in  May,  1793. 


The  Circular  Letter  of  two  pages  was  on  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Gofpel. 


The  Warwick  Association  (New-York),  held  at  Pe£ks- 
Kill,  May  31,  and  ]une  1,  1792  *.  Tuefday,  two  o’clock, 
P.  M.  May  31.  Brother  John  Dodge  preached  by  appointment, 
from  1  Cor.  xvi.  13.  Stand faji  in  the  faith. 

Broth en  . John  Caton  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  Brother 
J'homas  Moiitanye,  Clerk.  Letters  from  thirteen  churches  were 
fead. 

Wednefday,  Sermon  this  morning  by  Brother  Thomas  Mon- 
tanye,  from  Rom.  v.  10. 

The  Circular  Letter  was  poftponed  on  account  of  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  publilhing  the  manner  of  forming  this  Affociation, 


and  to  fhew  the  churches  the  regularity  of  our  proceedings  J. 


Voted,  That  our  next  Aftcciation  be  held  at  Warwick,  the 


preached  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  by  Brother  Elias  Lee;  and  in 
cafe  of  failure,  by  Brother  John  Caton. 

Sermon  in  the  afternoon  by  Brother  Lee. 

The  Bethel  Association,  held  at  the  Bap t id  church,  on 
Jamey’s  Creek,  Spartanburgh  County,  South  Carolina,  begun 
on  Saturday,  Auguft  11,  1792J. 

Two  drift  days  Ipent  in  public  devotion. 

Monday,  Auguft  13.  Rev.  Saunders  Walker  delivered  an 
introductory  difcourfe  from  1  Sam.  iv.  3.  Letters  from  twenty.* 
four  churches  being  read,  the  names  of  their  Delegates  were 
enrolled.  Rev.  James  Fowler  was  •elected  Moderator,  and  Mr, 
William  Ford,  Clerk. 

Five  churches  applied  for  admiftion  into  this  Affociation,  and 
fatis factory  information  being  given  by  their  Delegates,  of  theip 
faith,  and  good  order,  they  wrnre  received. 

It  was  advifed,  that  churches  be  careful  not  to  admit  any  to 


\ 

4 


ordination,  but  fuch  as.  manifeft  real  piety  and  promiftng  gifts. 


*  Seethe  year  1791,  in  page  294. 
f  This  ftatement  takes  yp  three  quarto  pages. 

X  The  account  of  1791  is  in  page  290  of  thy  Regifter. 
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who  ufe  every  prudent  meafure  for  improvement  in  gofpel 
knowledge.  And  that  in  order  to  their  ordination,  the  church, 
to  which  the  candidate  for  the  miniftry  belongs,  Ihould  call  in 
the  affiftance  of  three  (or  at  lealt  two)  of  fuch  minift'ers  in  union, 
as  they  eiteem  men  of  repute  and  minifterial  ability  for  fuch  a 
buhnefs, 

Tuefday,  9  o’clock.  After  various  hufmefs  was  tranfafted,  it  was 
agreed.  That  our  next  Alfociation  be  held  at  the  place  of  our 
prefent  meeting,  to  begin  the  fecond  Saturday  in  Auguft,  1793* 

Having  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  A.  M, 
of  Hopewell,  in  New  jerfey,  addreffed  to  the  Alfociation,  which 
contains  fome  excellent  advice  and  inftruftion  on  the  dodtrine 
and  difeipline  of  the  church  ;  a  few  extracts  from  it  were  made 
and  adopted  as  the  alfociation  letter  at  this  time. 

The  minutes  of  this  Alfociation  include  31  churches,  which 
have  in  them  1 88 1  members.  Increafe  fmee  laid  year  521. 


The  Meredith  Association  (New  Hampfnire),  held  at 
Sandbornton,  September  13,  14,  1792. 

Wednefday,  Sept.  13.  At  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Eider  John 
Peak  preached  the  introductory  fermon,  from  Prov,  viii.  20,  21. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  churches.  Including  Wentworth 
and  Cockermouth  which  were  received  this  felfion,  it  appears 
the^e  are  533  members  in  this  convention,  54  of  whom  were 
baptized  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  added  to  the  church  at 
Meredith. 

By  letters  and  meffengers  from  New  Hampfhire  and  Wood- 
dock,  we  received  fome  very  agreeable  intelligence. 

Thurfday,  Sept.  14.  Met.  Read  and  accepted  the  Circular 
Letter  prepared  by  Brother  Brainard,  on  Church  Order  and  Go¬ 
vernment. 

Appointed  Brother  Brainard  to  prepare  the  Circular  Letter 
againd  our  next. 

Recommended  apain,  that  the  Miniftcrs  of  our  Alfociation 
exchange  their  gifts  as  opportunity  offers. 

Our  next  Alfociation  to  be  holden  at  Sandwich,  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  September,  1 79  3 ,  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M. 


The  Georgia  Association.  Our  excellent  Brother,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  Marfliall,  who  alfilted  the  poor  Negroes  in 
forming  the  church  at  Savannah,  and  in  calling  Andrew  (a  black 
man),  into  the  work  of  the  minidry  amongft  them,  has  lately 
tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Rippon,  in  MS.  the  Georgia  Alfociation 
Minutes' of  1785,  1786,  1787,  1.788,  and  1792  *,  from  which 
the  following  extracts  are  made. 

May  15,  and  16th,  1785.  This  Alfociation  met  at  Kioka,  and 
confided  of  only  five  churches;  the  number  of  communicants 
jiot  mentioned. 


f  A  jcomple.e  hiftory  of 


this  Alfociation  would  be  very  acceptable. 

Od.  20. 
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Gft.  20,  17S7.  Sixteen  churches  alTociated  at  Greenwood, 
who  had  been  favoured  with  a  clear  increafe,  in  one  year,  of  a 
above  600  members.  They  were  now  1402  members  in  all. 

In  Oft.  1788.  The  Reprefentatives  of  thirty-one  chhrches  met 
at  Clarke’s  Station,  and,  (including  198  Negro  brethren)  they 
were  in  all  2223  -members. 

Oft.  20,  and  following  days,  1792,  this  AlTociation  met  at 
Fifhing  Creek.  Thi'rty-fev^n  churches  are  enrolled  in  the  Minutes. 
The  members  2934.  omitting  the  church  at  Ebenezer,  whofe 
numbers  are  not  mentioned  in  the  MS. 

The  New-York  Association,  held  in  New-York,  Qfto- 
ber  31ft,  and  November  1  ft,  and  2d,  1792 

Wednefday,  Oft.  31.  At  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  Brother  Van 
Horne  preached  the  introduftory  ferinon,  from  Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
And  lo,  I  can  q with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  evict  of  the  world. 
After  divine  fervice,  proceeded  to  bufmefs — it  being  opened 
with  prayer  by  Brother  Holmes.  Brother  Fofter  was  chofen 
Moderator,  and  Brother  Bryant,  Clerk. 

Read  twelve  letters  from  our  filler  churches  :  live  of  which 
were  now  received  into  union  with  this  affociation.  The  churches 
at  Patohog  and  Sag-Harbour  were  lately  conllituted.  Brother 
Rathbun  preached  in  the  evening,  from  Pf.  lxxxvii.  3.  Glorious 
things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  of  God. 

Thurfday,  November  1.  Brother  Runyon,  began  by  prayer. 
Read  a  very  affeftionate  letter  from  the  Philadelphian  Affocia- 
tion.  A  letter  from  the  Danbury  AlTociation  informs  us  of  har¬ 
mony  in  their  churches,  and  gives  a  pleafmg  account  of  confi- 
derable  additions.  The  Stonington  AlTociation  propofed  mutual 
correfpondence,  which  was  agreed  to.  The  Circular  Letter 
was  read.  Brother  Plamilton  preached  this  evening,  from 
2  ThelT.  ii.  1 6.  Good  hope  through  grace. 

Friday,  9  o’clock,  A.  M.  November  2.  The  bufmefs  of  the 
day  introduced  with  prayer,  by  Brother  David  Jones.  Attended 
the  requell  of  Mount-Pleafant  church  in  their  letter,  defiring 
the  opinion  of  this  Affociation  with  refpeft  to  the  expediency 
of  erefting  an  Academy  in  their  vicinity,  for  the  education  of 
pious  young  men  of  promifmg  abilities,  for  the  miniftry  in  the 
Baptili  denomination.  The  defign  approved.  Appointed  a 
Committee  to  form  a  plan  for  the  faid  inftitution,  viz.  Brethren 
Fofter,  Van-Home,  Holmes,  Stites,  Hunter,  Robins,  and  M. 
Smith,  Efq. 

This  Affociation,  taking  into  confideration  the  calamitous 
fttuatiop  of  the  French  Nation,  think  it  expedient  to  recommend 
to  the  churches  we  reprefent,  to  intercede  in  their  public  ad- 
dreffes  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  God  would  be  pleafed  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  to  grant  them  relief  from  their  diftreffed 

*  The  Minutes  of  1791  are  in  page  299  and  300. 
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filiation — eftablifh  civil  and  religious  liberty  amongft  them,  and 
open  an  effectual  door  for  the  extenfive  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift. 

The  next  Affociation  to  meet  in  New-York,  the  laid  Wednes¬ 
day  but  one  in  May,  at  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  1793*  1  he  Afiocia- 

tion  clofed  with  prayer  by  Brother  Coles.  Brother  Finch  is  to 
preach  in  the  evening. 

The  Charleston  Association,  held  at  Coofawhatchie, 
the  3d  of  November,  1792  f. 

"  The  Saturday  and  Sabbath  were  employed  in  exercifes  of 
public  devotion. 

On  Monday,  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  the  introduGory  fermon  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford,  from  Pfalm  cxxxviiith.  and 
2d.  For  thou  haft  magnified  troy  c word  aho-ve  all  thy  name .  Betters 
from  twelve  churches  were  read. 

Decreafe  this  year  23.  Members  in  all  1985. 

The  Circular  Letter  prepared  by  Rev.  Richard  Furman  was  read, 
and  with  a  little  alteration,  approved.  It  is  an  anlwer  to  thefe 
Queftions.  In  what  relation  do  the  children  of  church  mem¬ 
bers  hand  to  the  church  ?  And  what  method  is  mold  adviieable 
to  be  purfued  with  refpeft  to  them,  both  for  their  own  fpiritual 
benefit,  and  the  general  interefts  of  religion?0 

Appointed  the  third  Wednefday  in  March  next,  as  a  day  of 
humiliation,  failing  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  to^  be  ob¬ 
served’  by  all  our  churches  :  to  deprecate  the  divine  difpleafure 
manifefted  againft  our  land,  in  the  many  adverfe  difpenfations 
of  providence  experienced  in  the  courle  of  the  preient  year; 
and  on  our  churches  in  their  barren  and  lifelefs  Hate  :  and  to 
implore  his  mercy  for  the  pardon  of  our  offences,  the  influence 
of  his  gracious  Spirit,  and  the  revival  of  the  wotk  oi^giace; 
and  for  the  various  bieflings  of  his  kind  providence  of  which 
we  Hand  in  need. 

Requelled  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford  to  write  the  Circular  Letter 
for  the  next  vear,  and  that  it  be  an  anfwer  to  the  following 
query  :  What  conduft  fhouid  be  obferved  by  Chriftians  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  controverfy,  wherein  they  differ  from  each  other  in. 

refpedl  either  of  principle  or  practice  ? 

Agreed  that  our  next  meeting  be  at  the  Fligb  hills  of  oantee, 
the  Saturday  before  the  ifc  Sabbath  in  November  next.  .  The 
fermon  to  be  delivered  by  Rev.  Evan  Pugh;  in  cafe  Oo  railure, 
by  Rev.  Richard  Furman. 

Mr.  Furman,  as  Chairman  to  the  General  Committee  of  the  Fund 
for  the  educating  Young  Flimjiers,  reported.  That  the  Committee 
had  agreed  on  a  fyftem  of  rules  for  regulating  the  bufmefs  com¬ 
mitted  to  them  by  the  churches,  and  were  ready  to  ratify  them, 
jn  which  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Alfociation.  The 

a-  The  minutes  of  1791  are  recorded  in  the  RegilUr,  page  300. 
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Rules  being  alfo  preferred,  were  read,  and  unanimoufiy 
proved. 

Agreed  unanimoufiy  to  affift  Rev.  Jeffe  Mercer  in  purfuing  a 
regular  courfe  of  learning,  by  furnilhing  him  with  ten  pounds 
for  the  prefent  year.  Mr.  Jofeph  Cook,  fon  of  the  late  Rev. 
jofeph  Cook  of  the  Euhaw,  underwent  an  examination,  and 
was  approved.  Agreed,  that  the  expences  of  his  education  for 
the  laft  year,  be  paid  out  of  the  fund. 

The  Chairman  read  a  Petition  addrefied  to  the  Legiflature  of 
this  State,  praying  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Committee  ; 
the  fame  being  taken  under  confideration,  was  approved,  figned 
by  all  the  members,  and  committed  to  the  Chairman  to  be  for~ 
warded  to  the  General  Alfembly. 


Account  of  the  Negro  Church  at  Savannah,  and  of 

two  Negro  Ministers. 

Savannah,  Dec.  22,  1792. 

DEAR  BROTHER  RIPPON, 

BY  return  of  Capt.  Parrot  in  the  fhip  Hannah,  opportunity 
offers  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  favour  with  two 
boxes  of  books,  agreeable  to  invoice,  which  were  very  thanks 
fully  acceptable  to  our  Brother  Andrew,  as  well  as  myfelf,  and 
were  delivered  agreeable  to  your  requeft.  Within  a  month  pail 
a  few  of  our  chriftian  friends  were  providentially  collected  at  my 
houfe,  when  it  was  thought  necefiary  we  fhould  commence  a  fub.. 
icription  for  the  building  a  Baptiii  Meeting-houfe  in  this  Qfcty, 
as  the  corporation  has  given  us  a  lot  for  that  purpofe.  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Hills  and  myfelf  were  appointed  truftees,  and  we  have 
iubferibed  g? *35*  6-  8.  if  we  can  get  as  much  more,  we  intend  to 
begin  the  work,  pleafe  God  to  fmile  on  our  weak  endeavours, 
and  the  place  will  be  made  fufticiently  large  to  accommodate 
the  black  people  :  they  have  been  frowned  upon  of  late  by  fome 
defpifers  of  religion,  who  have  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  their 
meeting  together  on  Thurfday  evening  in  the  week,  which  was 
their  cuftom,  but  is  now  fet  afide  ;  fo  that  they  only  continue 
worfhip  from  fun  rife  to  fun  fet  on  Sabbath  days. 

I  copied  brother  Andrew’s  laft  return  oi  members  for  brother 
Silas  Mercer,  who  was  here  ftnee  the  aftbeiation  at  Coofawhatchie, 
which  is  as  follows :  Return  made  to  the  Georgia  Aflociation, 


Suppofed  to  be  two  or  three  years  paft  250 

Baptized  fince  (fay  80  in  this  year  1792)  159 

- - -  4°9 

Excommunicated  — - *  8 

X>ead  — — -  - — —  •  1 2 


Total  remaining,  Nov.  26,  1792  389 

Brother  * 
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brother  Andrew  lately  brought  me  a  letter  from  brother 
George  Liele,  of  Jamaica,  expreftive  of  the  great  increafe  of  his 
church  in  that  Ifland.  Andrew  is  free  only  fince  the  death  of 
his  old  mafter,  and  purchafed  his  freedom  of  one  of  the  heirs  at 
the  rate  of  50  /.  He  was  borp  at  Goofe  Creek,  about  16  miles 
from  Charlefton,  South  Carolina;  his  mother  was  a  have,  and  died 
in  the  fervice  of  his  old  mafter  :  his  father  a  Have,  yet  living, 
but  rendered  infirm  by  age  for  ten  fears  paft.  Andrew  was 
married  nine  years  fince,  which  was  about  the  time  he  and  his 
wife  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  their  wretched  ftate  by 
nature-  His  wife  is  named  Hannah,  and  remains  a  flave  to  the 
heirs  of  his  old  mailer;  they  have  no  children;  He  was  or¬ 
dained  by  our  Brother  Marfhall:  he  has  no  affiftant  preacher  but 
his  Brother  Sampfon,  who  continues  a  faithful  ilave,  and  oc- 
cafionally  exhorts'.  Some  white  minifters  from  the  country  preach 
in  his  church.  Jefte  Peter,  another  Negro,  (whofe  prefent  mafter 
is  Thomas  Galphin,)  is  now  here,  and  has  three  or  four  places 
in  the  country  where  he  attends  preaching  alternately  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  white  people  admire  him.  While  he  is  here,  I  purpofe 
to  be  informed  more  particularly  of  his  fnuation,  &c.  Although 
-1  ftave  his  mafter  indulges  him  in  his  profeffion,  and  gives  him 
uncommon  liberties.  To  return  to  Andrew,  he  has  four 
Deacons  appointed,  but  not  regularly  introduced.  He  fupports 
himfelf  by  his  own  labour.  There  are  no  white  people  that 
particularly  belong  to  his  church,  but  we  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  he  has  been  inftrumental  in  the  convufbon  and  converting 
ofVome  whites.— Amos,  the  other  Negro  Mmifter,  mentioned 
bv  Brother  Georoe,  refides  at  one  of  the  Bahama  Elands,  which 
is  called  New  Providence*,  and  is  about  four  days  fail  towards  the 
fouth  eaft  There  is  one  white  church  at  Ogeechee,  and  another 
at  Effingham ;  each  of  thefe  are  about  twenty  miles  from  this, 
which  are  the  neareft  and  only  ones.  Perhaps  fifty  of  Andrew  s 
church  can  read,  but  only  three  can  write. 

For  the  prefent,  accept  of  the  fincere  love  and  kind  refpedls 
0y  alI  the  Black  Society,  with  Andrew’s  particular  thanks. 
My  ears  have  heard  their  petitions  to  the  throne  of  grace  for 
you  particularly,  which  no  doubt  they  will  continue  ;  and  let 
me  entreat  your  prayers  for  them,  and  for  the  conne&ed  fociettes 

©f  this  State.  '  ■  ,  .  ,  T  4  t  r 

Your  Brother  m  the  Lord  Jeius, 

Jonathan  Clarke. 


Kin?  ft  on,  Jamaica ,  Jan.  12,  1793, 
OUR  Meeting-houfe  is  now  covered  in,  and  the  lower  floor 
u  completed  the  24th  of  laft  month.  We  foppofe  we  are  in- 
bted  for  lumber,  lime,  bricks,  &c.  between  4  and  500/.* 
lm  not  able  to  exprefe  the  thanks  I  owe  for  your  kind  atten- 

1  1  • _  _  ..  1  1  f  E  T*_  T  A  T> 


.11  11UV  UUIV  - - r 

*  Thsre  arc  at  prefent  no  galleries  nor  pews  in  it,  Euitor 
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tion  to  me,  and  the  caufe  of  God.  The  Schoolmafter,  together 
with  the  members  of  our  church,  return  their  fincere  thanks 
for  the  books  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fend  them,  being  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  fociety,  they  have  given  great  fatisfa&ion. 

'  I  hope  fnortly  to  fend  you  a  full  account  of  the  number  of 
people  in  our  focieties,  in  different  parts  of  this  illand.  I  have 
baptized  near  ijoo. 

I  have  purchafed  a  piece  of  land  in  Spanilh  Town,  the  capital 
of  this  illand,  fora  burying  ground,  with  a  houfe  upon  it,  which 
ferves  for  a  Meeting-houfe.  James  Jones,  Efq.  one  of  the  Magif- 
trates  of  this  town,  and  Secretary  of  the  Illand,  told  me,  that 
the  Hon.  William  Mitchell,  Efq.  the  Cullos,  had  empowered 
him  to  grant  me  licence  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  and  they  have 
given  me  liberty  to  make  mention  of  their  names  in  any  con¬ 
gregation  where  we  are  interrupted.  Mr.  Jones  has  given  per- 
miffion  for  all  his  negroes  to  be  taught  the  word  of  God.  The 
gofpel  is  taking  great  effect  in  this  town.  My  brethren  and  filters 
in  general,  molt  affectionately  give  their  chriltian  love  to  you, 
and  all  the  dear  lovers  of  Jefus  Chrilt  in  your  church  at  London, 
and  beg  that  they,  and  all  the  other  churches,  will  remember  the 
poor  Ethiopian  Baptiiis  of  Jamaica  in  their  prayers.  I  remain, 
dear  Sir  and  brother,  your  unworthy  fellow  labourer  in  Chrilt* 

George  Liele* 


Kingston,  Jamaica ,  April  12,  1793 , 

REV.  AND  DEAR  SIR, 

I  AM  one  of  the  poor,  unworthy,  helplefs  creatures  born  in 
this  illand,  whom  our  glorious  maker  Jefus  Chrilt  was  praci- 
oully  pleafed  to  call  from  a  itate  of  darkmefs  to  the  marvellous 
light  of  the  gofpel;  and  lince  our  Lord  hath  bellowed  his 
mercy  on  my  foul,  our  beloved  minilter,  by  confent  of  the 
church,  appointed  me  deacon,  fchoolmalter,  and  his  principal 
helper.  r 

We  have  great  reafon  in  this  illand  to  praife  and  glorify  the 
Lord,  for  his  goodnefs  and  loving  kindnefs  in  fending  his  bleffed 
Gofpel  amonglt  us,  by  our  well-beloved  minilter.  Brother  Liele. 
We  were  living  in  llavery  to  fin  and  fatan,  and  the  Lord  hath 
redeemed  our  fouls  to  a  itate  of  happinefs  to  praife  his  o-lorious 
and  ever  blelied  name ;  and  we  hope  to  enjoy  everlalting  peace  by 
the  promife  of  our  Lord  and  Maker  Jefus  Chrilt.  The  bleffed 
Gofpel  is  fpreading  wonderfully  in  this  illand  ;  believers  are 
daily  coming  into  the  church,  and  we  hope,  in  a  little  time,,  to 
fee  Jamaica  become  a  Chriltian  country. 

I  remain  refpe&fully,  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Your  poor  Brother  in  Chrilt, 

Yhomas  Nicholas  Swigle. 

"Mr. 


% 


( 
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Mr.  George  Gibbs  Bailey,  of  Bridol,  now  at  Kingdon,  in 
Jamaica,  writes  thus,  underdateMay  9,  1793.  f<  I  have  enquired 
of  all  thofe  who  I  thought  Could  give  me  an  account  of  Mr. 
Liele’s  conduct,  without  prejudice,  and  I  can  fay  with  pleafure, 
what  Pilate  faid,  I  can  find  no  fault  in  this  snan.  The  Baptid 
church  abundantly  thrives  among  the  Negroes,  more  than  any 
denomination  in  Jamaica ;  but  I  am  very  lorry  to  fay,  the 
Methodid  church  is  declining  greatly.” 

Another  fenfible  Gentleman,  of  Kingdon,  in  Jamaica,  much 
attached  to  Mr.  Wefley’s  intered,  alfo  fays,  “  1  will  be  very 
candid  with  you,  and  tell  you,  that  I  think  the  Baptid  church 
is  the  church  that  will  fpread  the  Gofpel  among  the  poor 
Negroes,  and  I  hope  and  trud,  as  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  your  church  will  be  preferred  before  all  others  by  the 
Negroes,  that  thofe  of  you  who  are  in  affluence  will  contribute 
and  fend  out  a  minider,  and  fupport  him,”  &c. 


W efimor eland  County ,  Virginia,  April  5,  1793. 

REV.  AND  DEAR  BROTHER, 

I  FIND  by  your  Annual  Regider,  you  have  been  pretty  much 
informed  of  the  great  profperity  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  this 
country.  Very  remarkable  was  the  outpouring  of  the  divine 
Spirit  among  us  a  few  years  pad  ;  great  numbers  were  added 
to  the  churches,  and  great  was  the  triumph  of  Zion.  I  fup- 
pofed  we  were  gathering  fome  chaff ;  however,  as  great  a 
proportion  dill  appears  to  be  wheat  as  could  have  been  expedled; 
but  we  are  more  languid  than  in  that  foul  comforting  feafon  of 
religious  warmth.  There  are  not  many  fhouts  in  the  camp  of 
Ifrael  here  atprefent  from  new  born  fouls ;  but  dill,  we  not  only 
have  large  congregations  to  preach  to,  but  pretty  good  order 
in  mod  of  the  churches,  and  are  encouraged  to  believe  we  fhall 
fee  greater  things  yet.  Civil  and  religious  liberty  have  erefted 
their  blifsful  banners  in  America,  and  I  hope  the  fweets  thereof 
will  fpread,  till  T he  earth  [hall  be  filed  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  J'ea,  when  all  people 
fhall  ferve  him  with  one  confent.  Liberty,  of  confcience  has  been 
unlimited  in  this  State  ever  fince,  or  foori  after,  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence  ;  unlefs  the  cafe  of  Glebes,  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  general  committee,  be  an  exception  f. 

I  live  within  a  few  miles  of  Robert  Carter,  Efq.  with  whom 
you  have  correfponded,  and  who  has  been  a  peculiar  friend  to 
me.  I  expedt  you  know,  by  this  time,  that  he  efpoufes  the 
New  Church,  who  are  of  the  principles  of  the  Hon.  Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

I  not  only  ride  and  preach  about  home,  but  frequently  travel, 
and  have  meetings  abroad  for  weeks  together. 

f  See  the  Minutes  referred  to,  in  page  535  of  the  Regider. 

God 
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God  is  railing  up  fome  promifmg  young  minifters  among  uj, 
one  of  whom  is  Brother  Andrew  Brcaddus,  with  whom  I  am  to 
fet  off  next  luefuay,  on  a  preaching  tour  o;  between  three  and 
four  hundred  miles  over  the  Blue  Ridge.  ... 

I  am.  Rev.  and  Dear  Brother,  your’s, 

I  hope,  in  the  dear  Redeemer, 

H.  Toler. 


From  the  Rev.  Abraham  Marshall,  who  formed  the 
Negro  Church  at  Savannah ,  to  Mr.  Rippon.  • 


Kioka ,  Georgia,  May  i,  170?, 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

YOURS  came  fafe  to  hand,  and  gave  fmgular  fatisfadlion. 
Neither  fpreadmg  plains,  nor  rollings  oceans,  can  prevent  us 
from  weeping  with  thofe.  that  weep,  and  rejoicing  with  thofe 
tnat  icjoice.  I  have  had  it  in  contemplation  for  fome  time  to 
©pen  a  correfpondence  with  our  dear  friends  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  flood,  out  my  conftunt  travelling  has  hitherto  prevented  5 
I  am  highly  pleafed  that  you  have  opened  the  way. 

Your  Correfpondent  is  the  fon  of  Daniel  Marfhall,  who  was  a 
native -of  New  England,  and  educated  after  the  moft  fritted  fed 
of  the  Prefbyterians :  He  was  early  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  and  on  .  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Baotilfs, 
and  their  principles,  joined  that  ancient  and  apoftolic  people, 
and  was  fhortly  after  ordained:  His  zeal  for  God,  and  his  com 
Haney  in  leiigion  were  remarkable.  Fired  with  an  idea  that  the 
latter  day  glory  was  rulhing  on,  he  left  his  native  fpot,  and  a 
goodly  inheritance,  to  fpread  the  GofpeJ,  if  it  had  been  in  his 
power,  from  the  riling  to  the  going  down  of  the  fun. 

He  encountered  innumerable  difficulties  from  the  Indians, 
among  no m  he  made  his  firft  Hand,  and  taught  them  a  year 
and  half  with  considerable  fuccefs ;  fo  that  many  of  their  favape 
hearts,  mftead  of  thirfting  for  human  blood,  were  made  to  lon«- 
for  an  mtereft  in  the  blood  of  fr inkling,  that  fpeaheth  better  things 
than  that  of  Mel  He  conduced  his  little  family  from 
State  to  State,  fpreading  the  favour  of  his  Redeemer’s  name, 
the  diftance  of  eleven  hundred  miles,  till  he  came  to  Georgia* 
where  he  planted  the  firft  and  largefl  church  in  this  State! 
from  which  the  reft  have  principally  fprung.  He  expired  in  a 
moft  triumphant  manner,  exprefting  thofe  words,  I  have  foupht 

a  good  fight*  I  have  finijhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith . 
henceforth'  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs. 

After  his  departure,  your  unworthy  Brothel clofed  his  former 
travels  with  one  tour  of  three  thoufand  miles,  through  eleven 
States,  preaching  and  baptizing.  • 

Fhe  Loid  has.  dealt  bountifully  with  us  in  this  new  world. 
Our  civil  and  religious  liberty  is  fixed  on  the  moft  broad  bafts. 

The 
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i'he  Spirit  has  been  poured  out  upon  us  from  on  high,  this  bar¬ 
ren  wild'ernefs  has  become  a  fruitful  held,  and  Georgia  has  not 
been  forgotten  of  the  Lord  among  the  thoufands  of  his  Ifrael. 

In  the  year  1787,  there  was  a  glorious  revival ;  thoufands  at¬ 
tended  on  the  word ;  your  Correfpondent  baptized  upwards  of  a 
hundred  that  year.  The  Baptift:  have  great  influence,  and  are 
the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination,  in  this  State.  We  are 
increafed  to  upwards  of  three  thoufand  three  hundred  in  about 
twenty  years  paft  *.  0  !  that  the  Lord  would  daily  add  to  u$ 

luch,  and  only  fuch,  as  fhall  be  faved. 

I  have  fent  forward  letters  and  minutes  which  will  furnifli 
you  with  a  particular  account  of  our  affairs.  I  hope  to  be  better 
provided,  and  more  accurate  in  future. 

As  to  the  Black  Church  in  Savannah,  of  which  you  had  a 
particular  account  f  by  Mr.  Clarke,  1  baptized  forty-five  of  them 
m  one  day,  affifted  in  the  conftitution  of  the  church,  and  ordi¬ 
nation  of  the  minifter.  They  have  given  repeated  proofs,  by 
their  fuffe rings,  of  their  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  God  and  religion  ; 
and,  I  believe,  are  found  in  the  faith,  and  ftrift  in  difcipline. 

I  am  alfo  intimately  acquainted  with  jeffy  Golfln  X  ;  he  lives 
thirty  miles  below  me,  in  South  Carolina,  and  twelve  miles  be¬ 
low  Augufta  :  he  is  a  negro  fervant  to  Mr.  Golfin,  who,  to  his 
praife  be  it  fpoken,  treats  him  with  refpeft.  His  countenance  is 
grave,  his  voice  charming,  his  delivery  good,  nor  is  he  a  novice 
in  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom. 

From  lefs  than  the  leaf:, 

Abraham  Marshall. 


From  Dr.  E.  to  Mr.  RippoN. 

Connecticut,  May  27,  1 793 

AS  to  the  ftate  of  religion  among  us,  I  with  I  could  give  a 
more  favourable  account.  There  are,  in  a  few  places,  fpeciai 
awakenings,  and  attention  to  eternal  things,  and  inftances  of 
hopeful  converfions,  particularly  under  the  rhiniliry  of  our 
Brother  Smalley.  Mr.  (now  Dodftor)  Weil,  of  Stockbridge,  has 
been  greatly  favoured,  in  repeated  inftances,  of  revival  of  reli¬ 
gion  among  the  people  of  his  charge.  One  thing  which,  in 
my  opinion,  is  an  argument  of  a  ftate  of  things  favourable  to 
religion  among  us,  is  the  prevailing  difpofition  in  people,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  to  eftablifh  public  libraries  in  aimoft  every 
parifh,  and  libraries  confining  of  a  large  proportion  of  reli- 

*  By  the  lift  of  churches  in  Georgia,  it  appears  that  Kioka,’in  Rich¬ 
mond  Cpunty,  was  the  firft  Baptift  church  conftituted.  in  that  State.  It 
was  formed  in  1772.  Editor. 

f  Theacconnt  may  be  feen  in  the  Regifter,  Noi4,p.  339 — 343.  Editor. 

+  Brother  Jeffe  Golfin  (or  Galphin)  the  Negro,  is  alfo  mentioned  re- 
.fpedtfuUy  in  the  Regifter,  p  336. 
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gious  books,  and5  thofe  of  the  mo  ft  ferious  and  ufeful  hind* 
There  is  a  controverfy  carrying  on  in  New  York,  between  Dr. 
Moore  and  Dr.  Linn,  .on  the  fubjeCts  of  regeneration,  eleClion, 
abfolnte  decrees,  efficacious  grace,  and  the  faints  perfeverance. 
I  am  very  glad  this  controverfy  has  arilen.  Controverfies  on 
fuch  kind  of  fubjeCts  have  been  long  agitated  in  New  England  ; 
and  our  fouthern  brethren  have  feemed  to  claim  a  pre-eminence 
over  us  in  New  England,  as  being  better  united  in  fentiment 
among  themfelves,  and  more  orthodox  than  we  are ;  while  we 
have  told  them,  that  they  had  as  many  Arminians  among  them 
as  we,  and  that  it  would  appear,  if  they  were  oppofed  by  the 
orthodox.  I  doubt  not,  this  controverfy,  if  it  proceed,  as  I 
hope  it  will,  will  produce  many  good  effects.  It  w  ill  lead 
minifters  to  ftudy  and  diftinguifh  more  thoroughly  and  carefully 
the  principles  of  religion,  and  inilft  on  more  important  truths  in 
their  preaching.  Some  gentlemen  glory  in  preaching  thofe 
truths  which  all  acknowledge.  Then  they  much  preach  nothing 
oppofite  to  the  groieft  Arminianifm  ;  and  the  principle  of  which 
fome  men  are  fo  fond.  That  all  controverfy  in  religion  is. to  be 
avoided,  requires,  that  a  man  preach  neither  Arminianifm  nor 
Oalvinifm,  neither  Socinianifm  nor  the  opposite,  neither  Deifm 
nor  Chriftianity,  neither  Theifm  nor  Atheifm.  I  am  forry  that 
the  parties  in  this  difpute  do  not,  as  yet,  enter  more  thoroughly 
into  it.  It  is  a  grofs  abfurdky  to  attempt  to  eftablifh  a  doCtrine,  and 
through  fear  of  eftablifhing  it  too  firmly,  to  make  ufe  of  arguments 
which  are  not  the  moft  decifive :  or  to  undertake  to  confute  a 
doCtrine,  and  from,  fear  of  giving  offence,  to  be  afraid  to  con¬ 
fute  it  too  effectually,  and  fo  not  confute  it  all.  It  is  a  com¬ 
mon  thing  with  difputants  to  attempt  to  prove  a  point  by  texts 
of  feripture,  the  fenfe  of  which  is  equally  difputed,  and  which 
they  know,  or  ought  to  know,  is  equally  difputed  as  the  main 
point. 

On  the  whole,  if  our  difputants'  be  not  afraid  of  each  other, 
and  fo  gradually  ftieer  off ;  or  if,  like  Iftachar,  they  do  not  efteera 
tzJ}  a  moft  important  gcod,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  this  controverfy 
will  be  productive  of  a  real  increafe  of  light  to  both  minifters 
and  others.  A  man  never  ftudies  a  point  as  he  does  when  he 
is  engaged  in  a  controverfy  concerning  it. 

At  B often,  a  controverfy  is  carrying  on  concerning  the 
qualifications  for  communion  in  the  church,  and  whether  the 
unconverted  have  a  right  to  fealing  ordinances. 

Cofiftderable  exertions  are  making  in  this  State  to  fupply  the 
new  fettlements  on  the  borders  of  our  northern  and  weftern 
wildernefs  with  preaching.  Numerous  fettlements  are  there 
making,  which  are  unable  to  fupport  the  preaching  of  the 
Gofpel  among  themfelves,  and  perhaps  fome  of  thofe  fettle¬ 
ments  are  not  much  difpofed  to  do  it.  Attempts  have  been  hereto¬ 
fore  made  by  the  Affociaticns  of  this  State,  to  afford  them 
affiftance,  by  fending  out  fome  of  their  own  number  to  preach 
in  thofe  fettlements  for  a  feafon.  But  many  ir&onveniencies 

attended 
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attended  this  mode  of  fupply;  therefore,  lad  year  our  general 
Affociation  petitioned  the  Legidature  of  the  State,  to  grant 
them  a  contribution  through  the  State  for  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
porting  miffionaries  in  the  new  fettlements.  The  legidature 
'has  granted  the  objeft  of  the  petition,  and  the  Millenaries 
will,  I  expedl,  in  a  few  weeks  be  fent  on  that  bufinefs. 


A  LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  MR.  BACKUS,  TO  MR.  RIPPON. 

Middleborough ,  Massachusetts,  June  14,  1793. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  much  pleafed  with  the  Regillers,  and  the  accounts  they 
contain  of  the  work  of  God  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The 
dawnings  of  gofpel  light  among  the  Hindoos  is  very  encourag¬ 
ing.  O  that  falvation  may  be  extended  to  thofe  people,  long 
injured  by  men  who  have  profehed  Chridianity.  Neither  is  the* 
prolpefl  which  opens  in  the  Weil  Indies  of  fmall  moment.  The 
glory  of  the  latter  day  is  hadening ;  and  though  amazing  du- 
pidity  and  earthly  mindednels  have  prevailed  in  various  parts  of 
America,  yet  God.  hath  not  forfaken  our  guilty  land. 

A  powerful  work  of  conviction  and  converfion  was  granted 
3aft  winter  in  Smithheld,  in  the  north  part  of  Rhode-Ifland 
government,  greater  than  hath  ever  appeared  there  before  in 
our  day  ;  and  it  has  fpread  considerably  in  neighbouring  places. 
A  like  work  iliould  be  mentioned  in  old  Plymouth,  where  out 
fathers  began  to  plant  New  England  *,  which  has  prevailed  to 
a  greater  degree  than  hath  been  known  in  that  town  fince  1742. 
Great  numbers  have  been  hopefully  converted,  of  which,  per¬ 
haps,  you  will  have  an  account  from  their  minillerf.  About 
the  fame  time  Brother  Eldridge,  paltor  of  the  Baptill  church  in 
Barnflable,  v/as  much  quickened,  and  a  great  bleiling  attended 
his  labours  there;  and  in  our  filer  church  at  Harwich,  I  was 
there  in  the  lad  of  March,  and  beginning  of  April,  when  peo¬ 
ple  were  very  earned  to  hear  the  word,  and  many  have  fince 
been  called  by  grace,  as  I  lately  hear. 

'But  the  moll  remarkable  account  that  I  have  now  to  give,  is 
from  a  town  in  New  Hampfhire,  planted  in  the  wilderneis  a  few 
years  ago,  to  which  they  have  given  th@  name  of  New  London. 
Elder  Job  Seamans,  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  fettled  there 
kve  years  ago,  but  he  laboured  under  many  trials  for  four  years ; 
and  he  fays,  I  fhould  have  fainted  had  it  not  been  for  that  one 
text  of  fcripture.  The  wifion  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time ,  but  at. 
the  end  it  Jh  all  /peak,  and  not  he:  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it, 

.  becaufe  it  will  fir  ely  come ,  it  will  not  tarry.  And  a  revival  began 
a  year  ago,  which  had  prevailed  fo  far,  when  he  wrote  to~me 

*  See  Mr.  Backus’s  Church  Hiftory  of  New  England,  vol.  1.  p,  33— 
41.  Editor. 

f  No  inch  account  ha?  been  received,  Fbitq?.. 
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on  jan.  29,  1793?  that  he  fays,  “  This  town  confifis  of  about 
fifty  families ;  and  I  hope  that  between  forty  and  fifty  fouls  have- 
lately  been  translated  out  of  darknefs  into  God’s  marvellous  light  in 
this  town;  befides  a  number  in  Sutton  and  Firherfield,  who 
congregate  with  us.  They  are  aged,  middle  aged,  youth  and 
children.  Fifteen  have  been  baptized,  and  joined  to  the  church. 
]  expeel  a  number  more  will  come  forward  in  a  lhort  time. 
Indeed,  I  know  not  of  one  of  them  but  what  is  likely  to  fub- 
mit  to  gofpel  order  ;  nor  one  perfon  in  the  town  who  Hands  in 
any  considerable  oppofition.  We  have  lectures,  or  conference, 
almoll;  every  day,  or  evening,  in  the  week  ;  and,  I  believe,  I 
may  fal'ely  fay,  that  our  young  people  were  never  a  quarter  lo 
much  engaged  in  frolicking,  as  they  are  now  in  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  foul  and  eternity.  The.  work  Hill  continues,  though 
I  believe  there  are  not  quite  fo  many  under  heavy  con-vidion, 
as  there  were  fome  time  back.  Some,  things  in  this  revival  ex¬ 
ceed  whatever  I  faw  before.  Tire  convidions  have  ufually  been 
very  clear  and  powerful,  fo  that  men  and  women  have  freely 
acknowledged  the  juHxe  and  fovereignty  of  God.  I  have  put 
tliefe  quefiions  to  fome  of  them.  Would  God  be  juH  in  cutting 
you  off  for  ever  ?.  Anfwer.  O yes..  Would  God  be  juH  in  damn¬ 
ing  you,  though  he  fhould  fave  another  finner  juH  as  bad  as  you  ? 
Anfwer.  O  yes ;  he  lias  a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own. 
And  when  they  were  delivered  from  their  difirefs,  they  ufually 
went  into  trouble  of  icml  for  fmners :  children,  as  well  as  grown 
perfons,  have  load  this  exercife,  and  they  have  alfd  defires,  be¬ 
yond  what  I  have  ever  knew  before,  for  a  urdverfal  outpouring 
of  the  Spirit.”  Your’s  in  gofpel  bonds, 

Issac  Backus. 

PoHfcript.  Bofion ,  June  18,  1793.  Since  I  came  from  home.,. 
I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Seamans  has  lately  wrote  from  New 
London,  that  he  has  baptized  fifty-fix  perfons  fince  laH  fummer 

J.  B. 
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G  E  N  E  R  A  L  BAPTISTS, 

Holden  at  Hifikhy,  Leicefierfiiire,.  April  the  3d  and  4th,  1793.. 

Public  worfhip  began  Wed.  morning  at  1 1  o’clock.  Brother 
God  dard  prayed,  and  brother  John  Taylor  preached  from 
James  v.  10,  it.  Afternoon,  brother  D.  Taylor-  preached 
from  1  Tim.  i.  15.  Thurfday  afternoon,- brother  Bur  Gass 
preached  from  Gal.  ii.  19,  20. 

Chairman ,  Dan  Taylor, 

Moderators,  Ben.  Pollard  and  Will.  Burgess, 

Scribes.  Rob.  Smith  and  Joseph  Bentley. 

1  he  next  Affociation  to  be  holden  at  London,'  the  laft  We<Jnef- 
day  and  Thurfday  in  June,  1794. 

Plan 
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Plan  for  holding  our  future  Affectations . 

That  our  churches  be  claffed  into  feveral  .dillrifts,  and  each 
diftrift  be  viiited  in  the  following  order,  fo  as  .to  form  a  circle 
cf  eight  years. 

i  ft.  year.  London  church. 

zd.  year.  Nottingham  and  Derby  diftrift;  eight  churches. 

3d.  year.  Lincolnlhire  diftridt  and  its  neighbourhood;  9 
churches. 

4th.  year.  Leicefter  and  Warwickshire  diftrift;  8  churches. 
5th.  year.  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire;  5  churches. 

.6th.  year.  Nottingham  and  Derbyshire  diftridL 
7th.  year.  Lincolnlhire.. 

$th.  year.  Leicefterlhire  and  Warwick (hi r.e. 


LETTER- 

Dear  Brethren., 

'BROUGH  a  kind  Providence  we  are  favoured  with 
__  another  annual  interview :  and,  as  it  is  under  your 
fan ct ion,  fo  we  trull  it  will  be  for  your  benefit  that  we  al¬ 
ienable.  It  is  our  confohition  that  this  is  your  main  deiign  : 
and  we  trull  we  can  appeal  to  pall  experience  for  evidence  of 
the  utility  of  thefe  Alfociations. 

It  is  a  maxim  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  Mao  in  an 
individual  capacity  is  incapable  of  attaining  any  very  im¬ 
portant  objedt,  or  rendering  any  coniiderable  fervice  to  lo- 
ciety:  but  when  men  of  various  capacity,  acquirements, 
habits  and  experience,  unite  in  promoting  one  common  cattle, 
there  is  fcare  any  difficulty  which  they  cannot  furmount,  or 
any  defign  they  cannot  by  perfeverance  accomplifh.  This 
is  abundantly  evinced  in  all  the  arts,  trade,  and  commerce. 
In  civil,  political,  and  religious  focieties,  it  will  appear,  that 
if  any  coniiderable  progrefs  has  been  made,  or  any  important 
end  obtained,  it  has  been  by  the  combination  of  vigorous  ex¬ 
ertions. 

Our  bleffed  Redeemer  and  Mailer,  in  laying  the  plan  for 
the  promotion  of  his  interell,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  his 
kingdom  in  the  world,  has  adted  in  this  view,  exaftly  in 
agreement  with  this  principle.  He  nq  looner  entered  on  his 
public  minillry,  than  he  chofe  fome  Colleagues  or  Alfociates 
—not  indeed  to  aftift  him  by  their  counfel,  but  to  train  them 
up  to  alii  ft  one  another. 

We  may  grant,  however,  that  there  is  pot  fufHcient  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  New  Teftament,  that  Provincial  Alfemblies 
y.’ere  held,  in  the  apoftolic  age,  in  the  manner  we  now  hold 
them  j  yet  it  feems  pretty  clear  that  the  Apoftles  themfelves 
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aflembled  on  certain  occafions  to  confer  about  the  affairs  of 
the  churches :  (fee  A  bis  xv.)  If  Paul,  Barnabas,  and  others,, 
therefore,  were  deputed  by  their  brethren 'of  the  church  at 
Antioch  to  aficciate  with  the  Apctffles  and  Elders  of  Jeru- 
falem  ;  how  much  more  will  the  propriety  and:  neceflity  of 
fuch  meetings  appear  to  us,  who  do  not  enjoy  their  powers  ? 
<c  The  churches,  let  it  be  here  obferved,  were  entirely  in¬ 
dependent.  They  fubmitted  to  no  foreign  jurifdiblion.  And 
though  the  churches  founded  by  the  apoftles  had  this  parti¬ 
cular  deference  paid  to  them,  that  they  were  confulted  in  dif¬ 
ficult  and  doubtful  cafes;  yet  they  had  no  judicial  authority, 
110  fort  of  fupremacy  over  the  others,  nor  the  lcaft  right  to 
enabfc  laws  for  them :  nothing,  on  the  contrary,  is  more 
evident  than  the  perfect  equality  that  reigned  among  the 
primitive  chupches ,  nor  does  there  even  appear  in  the  firft 
century,  the  fmalieft  trace  of  that  AfTociation  of  Provincial 
Aflemblies,  from  which  Councils  and  Metropolitans  derive 
their  origin.  It  was  only  in  the  fecond  century  that  the 
cuftom  of  holding  councils  commenced  in  Greece,  from 
whence  it  foon  fpread  through  the  other  provinces 

During  a  great  part  of  the  2d  century,  the  churches  of 
Chrift  had  no  other  bond  of  union  than  that  of  Love, 

Each  AfTembly  was  a  little  ftate,  governed  by  its  own 
laws,  which  were  either  enabled  or  approved  by  the  Society. 
But  in  procefs  of  time,  all  the  Chriltian  churches  of  a  pro¬ 
vince  were  formed  into  one  large  eccieflaftical  body,  which 
like  confederate  Hates,  aflembled  at  certain  times,  in  order  to 
deliberate  about  the  common  interefts  of  the  whole.  Among 
the  Greeks,  this  confederacy  of  Hates  was  very  common. 
Their  Aflemblies  were  compofed  of  the  Deputies  from  each 
refpeblive  Hate.  But  thefe  eccieflaftical  Alfociations  were 
not  long  confined  to  the  Greeks ;  their  great  utility  was  no 
fooner  perceived,  than  they  became  universal,  and  were 
formed  in  all  places  where  the  Gofpel  had  been  planted,  T o 
thefe  Aflemblies,  in  which  the  Deputies,  or  Commiffioners 
of  feveral  churches,  confulted  together,  the  name  of  Synods 
was  appropriated  by  the  Greeks,  and  that  of  Councils  by  the 
Latins;  and  the  laws  that  were  enabled  in  thefe  genera} 
meetings  were  called  canons ,  i.  e.  rulcsf 

It  is  a  facl,  however,  which  ought  not  to  be  concealed, 
that,  great  as  the  utility  of  thefe  Aflemblies  was,  both  to 
the  minifters  and  their  refpeblive  churches,  they  became  a 
fource  of  evil  to  both,  by  the  abufe  of  them.  The  deputies 

*  Mofheim’s  Eccief.  Hitt*  v©L  i.  c,ew  edit,  by  Maclaine,  p.  107. 

f  ibid.  p.  147,  148. 
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*  flamed  dominion,  and  the  privileges  of  the  people  were  in¬ 
fringed.  They  foon  commenced  Lawgivers :  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  nothing  to  do  but  obey.  The  Prefide-nts  exalted 
themfelves  into  Archbifhops,  and  exercifed  their  authority, 
not  only  over  the  Laity,  but  likdwife  over  the  Minifters 
themfelves.  This  laid  the  foundation  for  the  Hierarchy  of 
the  Church  of  Rome ;  and  it  is  too  well  known,  how  at* 
fiduous  fucceflive  builders  have  been  to  heighten  and  ag¬ 
grandize  this  ftately  edifice.  v 

From  this  view  of  their  origin  and  effeCfs,  fome  of  our 
brethren  may  be  inclined  to  condemn  our  annual  Aflbciations. 
They  will,  however,  grant,  that  the  abufe  of  any  thing  is 
not  a  fuflicient  plea  for  its  rejection.  We  ought  to  examine 
whether  what  we  plead  for  be  good  in  itfelf,  if  properly  con¬ 
ducted  ;  and  if  it  be,  to  purfue  it  with  zeal,  and  beware  of 
the  abufes. 

We  think  it  will  admit  of  no  difpute  that  Representative 
Aflemblies  are  almoft  eflential  to  the  perpetuity  of  any  caufe 
whatever :  at  leaft,  that  they  have  very  great  influence  on 
the  profperity  of  fuch  caufe.  Can  it  be  imagined,  that  the 
people  called  Quakers,  would  ever  have  acquired  fuch  im¬ 
portance  as  a  diftinCt  fociety,  had  every  one  of  their  afterm- 
blies  been  totally  unconnected  with  the  reft,  or  had  they 
negledted  that  friendly  intercourfe  they  ftilj  carry  on  with 
almoft  every  fociety  in  the  world  ?  Can  we  believe  that  Me- 
thodifm  would  ever  have  fpread  fo  univerfally,  had  Mr. 
Weftey  and  his  preachers  never  afiociated?  Is  it  not  evident 
that  the  people  called  Prefbyterians,  have  in  many  parts  of 
this  nation  declined,  and  their  intereft  almoft  been  loft,  where 
they  have  been  unconnected  with  other  churches  of  the  fame 
defcription  ?  Is  it  not  a  glaring  faCt,  that  among  the  old 
General  Baptifts,  their  caufe  in  many  places  was  nearly  ex- 
tonCt,  through  the  inattention  of  their  Minifters,  and  others 
to  thefe  meafures  ?  And,  we  may  add,  that  much  of  the 
fuccefs  cf  the  new  connexion  of  General  Baptifts,  is  owing 
to  the  love  and  zeal  of  their  minifters  and  members,  and 
their  frequent  conferences  with  each  other. 

As  we  conceive  the  above  remarks  carry  their  own  evi¬ 
dence  with  them,  fo  we  think  you  will  permit  us  further  to 
urge  the  importance  of  attending  thefe  meetings  with  all 
poflible  diligence. 

Having  pointed  out  the  utility  of  aflbeiate  bodies  in 
general,  we  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  their  importance  in 
tfie  propagation  of  religion. 

i.  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  Brethren,  that  the  ftate  of 
mankind  is  very -deplorable,  till  improved  by  the  GofpeL 
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You  lament,  with  us,  that  fo  many  are  yet  under  the  in-, 
fiuence  of  fin,  are  drangers  to  peace,  enemies  to  God, 
expofed  to  the  miferies  of  hell,  and  alas  !  are  yet  igv 
no.rant  of  it.  You  know,  it  is  an  arduous  tafk,  cc  to  turn 
them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God.”  The  feeble  efforts  of  an  individual  are  not 
likely  to  accomplifh  much.  We  all  need  affiffance  by  in- 
flrudlion,  by  example ;  by  a  mutual  communication  of  our 
idfHculties,  or  efcapes,  and  our  failures.  And  mod  of  us, 
by  mutual  intercourfe,  may  be  able  to  contribute  a  confi- 
derable  (hare  toward  the  more  ededtual  propagation  of  the 
gofpel.  And,  O  how  happy  fhall  we  be,  if  by  our  united, 
though  feeble  endeavours,  accompanied  with  the  blefllncr  of 
God,  the  mifery  of  any  of  our  fellow  creatures  is  prevent¬ 
ed,  and  their  happinefs  fecured  !  If  men  affociate  for  the 
purpofe  of  impro/ing  the  Arts,  and  adding  to  the  flock  of 
temporal  knowledge  and  happinefs  ;  how  much  more  impor¬ 
tant  to  unite  in  promoting  the  higheft  knowledge  of  which 
the  human  mind  is  capable,  and  which  will  iffue  in  the 
ever  lading  felicity  of  4II  thofe  who  poffefs  and  improve  it. 

2,  Befldes  our  common  appellation  as  Chriflians,  and  the 
importance  of  aflociaiing  to  promote  one  common  caufe,  we 
have  our  peculiar  vinos  of  Chridianity,  in  its  dodlrines  and 
in  its*  pradlices ;  and  which  we  think  it  is  our  duty  to 
promote.  And  though  Erne  may  be  inclined  to  think  thefe 
peculiarities  of  very  trifling  confequence,  yet  there  are 
few  perfons  who  do  not  confider  their  particular  opinions  of 
Jome ,  though  not  of  the  greateft,  importance.  Now,  as  the 
world  is  thus  conflituted,  that  we  do  not  think  with  unifor¬ 
mity  in  religion,  any  more  than  in  any  branch  of  feiepce  j  it 
feems  wifely  ordered  of  Providence,  that  men  are  difpofed 
to  parcel  thejnfelves  out  into  various  religious  Communities. 
Let  each  good  man  then  enjoy  his  own  birthright  unmoleft- 
ed,  and  let  all  the  children  of  God,  that  can  affimilate  with 
others,  ufe  their  bed  efforts  to  maintain  their  own  hypothe¬ 
cs,  tc  till  we  all  pome,  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the 
^  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unta> 
u  the  meafpre  of  thp  flatpre  of  the  fuilnefs  pf  Chrifl.”  Eph, 
iv.  13.  . 

3.  Were  we  not  to  afTemfele,  jn  fome  fpeh  form  as  this,  it 
would  not  be  poflible  to  obtain  that  knowledge  vve  pow  do,  of 
the  date  of  the  leveral  churches  which  enter  into  our  views  of 
religion,  and  copfequently  could  pot  either  give  or  receive 
the  aflidance  required :  and  in  many  indances  many  of  our 
churches  would  not  only  decay,  and  our  particular  intereft 
fuffer,  it  would  materially  injure  the  general  caufe  pf  reli¬ 
gion 
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gion.  We  therefore  ftrongly  recommend  it  to  our  brethren 
to  be  more  zealous  in  their  future  attendance,  that  a  more 
general  knowledge  may  be  obtained,  and  a  more  extenfivc 
good  be  efFedted. 

4;  It  will  not  be  improper  to  remind  our  brethren,,  that 
asMiniders  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Reprefentatives  of  the  church¬ 
es,  we  experience  mutual  benefit,  as  well  as  pieafure,  in  thefe 
annual  interviews.  We  feel  our  hearts  warmed  afreih  with 
love  and  zeal ;  we  find  our  hands  drengthened,  notwith- 
danding  our  many  difeouragements ;  and  we  can  the  more 
joyfully  anticipate  the  day,  when  we  fhall  meet  the  General 
Aflembly  and  Church  of  the  fird-born,  in  Heaven. 

5.  You  will  permit  us  to  remondrate  againd  the  too  com- 
moil  pradfice  of  fending  letters  indead  of  reprefentatives. 
For  though  letters  may  exprefs  the  date  of  the  churches 
that  fend  them  ;  yet  thefe  churches  deprive  the  red  of  the 
benefit  which  would  be  derived  by  the  prefence,  the  argu¬ 
ments,  and  the  votes  of  their  reprefentatives  :  and  thus  the 
few  who  do  the  bufinefs,  frequently  incur  the  cenl'ure  which 
belongs  to  thofe  who  are  abfent.  This  is  extremely  difeou- 
raging  to  thofe  who  labour  mod  in  the  caufe,  and  cannot 
fail  in  the  idue  of  being  highly  prejudicial  to  the  whole  con¬ 
nexion. 

6.  It  frequently  happens,  that  in  fome  of  our  churches 
there  are  young  men  railed  up,  who  feem  to  podefs  talents 
for  ufefulnefs  in  the  minidry,  and  whole  abilities  would  in  a 
meal'ure  be  lod,  becaufe  the  fociety  to  which  they  belong 
do  not  need  their  labours,  and  therefore  do  not  afFord  them 
fufheient  encouragement.  Now,  by  our  Adbciations,  thefe 
men  become  known  to  other  churches,  who  want  their 
pfh dance  ;  and  they,  in  due  time,  are  ir} viced  to  exercile 
their  abilities  with  comfort  to  themfelves,  and  to  the  fatis- 
fadtion  and  lading  advantage  of  many  who  hear  them. 

7.  It  is  well  known  alfo,  how  much  our  churches  have 
abided  each  other  in  their  fecular  concerns.  Many  places 
t)f  worfhip  have  been  eredted  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  which  could  never  have  been  built,  had  it  not  been, 
through  the  intercourfe  edablifhed  by  thefe  annual  meetings. 
Many  poor  and  aid  idled  Minifters  have  been  fupplied; 
many  expenfive  iaw-fuits  have  been  eafeef  to  churches  and 
individuals  ;  and  many  public  beneradlions  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  eminently  ufeful : — which  in  a  great  degree  mud  be 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufe. 

It  may  be  objected,  as  has  often  been  the  cafe,  that  the 
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an  objection  of  a  ferious  nature.  But  we  beg  leave,  Bre-* 
thren,  to  offer  a  few  coniiderations,  which  we  think  will,  in 
a  meafure,  remove  it. 

1.  There  cannot  be  the  leaft  doubt  that  the  connexion  at 
large,  is  well  able  to  fupport  whatever  expence  is  incurred 
by  the  allocation,  even  though  it  were  much  heavier  than 
it  is:  and  therefore  if  a  plan  could  be  adopted  for  confoli- 
dating  and  equalizing  the  expences,  in  proportion  to  the  a- 
bility  of  each  church,  their  diftance  from  the  centre,  &c. 
the  expences  would  not,  to  fome  churches  be  near  fo  formi¬ 
dable  ;  and  though  fome  others  would  have  a  heavier  bur¬ 
then,  yet  they  being  better  able  to  bear  it,  would  in  fuch 
2  cafe  difeharge  an  important  duty  of  benevolence  toward^ 
their  weak  and  neceffitous  brethren. 

2.  Befides  this,  a  plan  is  now  adopted  for  the  more  equal 
diftribution  of  travelling,  See.  by  laying  out  the  churches  in 
proper  diffridls,  and  fixing  the  afTociation,  as  well  as  cir- 
cumftances  will  allow,  to  fuit  the  conveniency  of  the  feveral 
churches  in  connexion. 

3.  Further,  we  conceive  that  there  is  not  fo  much  reafon 
to  complain  of  the  expence,'  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
churches  choofe  their  own  reprefentatives,  and  no  doubt 
finch  on  whom  they  can  depend  for  oeconomy ;  and  who  them- 
fielves  certainly  fuffer  the  greatefl  inconveniency,  though 
their  expences  be  paid,  by  the  lofs  of  their  time,  the  negledb 
of  their  bufinefs,  and  damage  to  their  cloaths. 

Finally.  We  cannot  take  our  leave,  without  earneftly 
intreating  our  Brethren  to  refiedbon  the  preceding  arguments 
— of  the  neceffity  and  utility  of  AJfociate  Bodies  in  general.  For 
the  fuperior  importance  of  religion — the  promotion  of  our 
difbincSt  intereft,  and  the  welfare  of  our  churches  in  general, 
as  well  as  the  pleafing  profpedb  of  doing  univerfal  good, 
which  may,  and  will  extend,  even  to  future  generations — we 
exhort  you  ferioufly  to  regard  the  advice  we  have  ventured 
to  give.  We  claim  no  authority  over  you,  and  have  no 
purpofes  to  ferve,  but  your  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs,  and  the 
glory  of  God. — If  you  were  to  retrench  your  unneceifary 
difburfements,  and  eftablifh  a  fund  for  the  purpofe,  the  end 
might  be  eafily  gained,  and  we  truft  you  would  reap  advan¬ 
tages  fufficient  to  requite  all  your  labour,  and  abundantly 
compenfate  all  the  expences. 


Signed  in  behalf  of 
■  the  AfTociation, 


DAN  TAYLOR,  Chairman, 

r 


B.  POLLARD,  Moderator, 
W.  BURGESS. 


PROVIDENCE ,  RHO  DE-IS  LJND. 

PROVIDENCE,  Sep.  7,  1793. 

The  anniverfary  Commencement  of  Rhode  Ifland  College 
>vas  celebrated  in  this  town  on  Wednefday  iaft. — Thecuftomary 
proceflion  was  from  the  College  to  the  Baptift  Meeting-Houfe, 
at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M. 

After  prayer,  by  Prefident  Maxcy,  the  exercifes  were- as  fob- 
low,  viz. 

Music. 

Salutatory  oration.  On  the  Importance  of  Education  to  a  Re¬ 
publican  Government — by  Wilkes  Wood. 

Firft  intermediate  Oration,  On  the  French  Revolution — by 
Gilbert  Dench. 

A  forenfic  Difpute,  Is  it  for  the  Intereft  of  the  United  States 
to  affift  the  French  Revolution  againft  its  Enemies  in  the  prefent 
War? — by  William  Auguftus  Leonard,  and  Paul  Allen,  jun. 

Music. 

A  Diftertation  on  the  Importance  of  uniting  political  Virtue 
with  political  Power — by  Zephaniah  Leonard. 

A  Latin  Oration,  fhewing  that  Anticipation  is  preferable  to 
Enjoyment — by  George  Corlis  Bowen. 

A  Diftertation  On  Moral  Agency — by  Lemuel  Wadfworth. 

Fourth  intermediate  Oration,  On  the  prefent  State  and  Pro- 
fpetts  of  America — by  Ifaiah  Wefton. 

Music.  •  -  * 

In  the  Afternoon. 

Music. 

An  Oration  on  the  comparative  Advantages  of  favage  and 
civilized  Life — by  Thomas  Lloyd  Halfey,  jun. 

Third  intermediate  Oration,  On  the  Superiority  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  to  other  Arts — by  John  Hathaway. 

Second  intermediate  Oration,  On  Ecclefiaftical  Tyranny — by 
William  Auguftus  Leonard. 

A  Difpute,  Ought  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  to  be  iupported 
by  civil  Government? — by  Ifaiah  Wefton,  and  George  Corlis 
Bowen. 

Music.  1 

An  humorous  Dialogue — by  Zephaniah  Leonard,  John  Hath¬ 
away,  Lemuel  Wadfworth,  and  John  Merrill. 

A  Poem  on  the  Happinefs  of  America — by  Paul  Allen,  jun. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the 
following  young  Gentlemen,  viz.  Paul  Allen,  jun.  George 
Corlis  Bowen,  Gilbert  Dench,  Jones  Godfrey,  Thomas  Lloyd 
Halfey,  jun.  John  Hathaway,  Zephaniah  Leonard,  William 
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Auguftus  Leonard,  John  Merrill,  Lemuel  Wadfworth,  IfaiaU 
Wefton,  and  Wilkes  Wood. 

The  Degree  of  Mailer  in  the  Arts  was  conferred  on  the  foL 
lowing  Gentlemen,  Alumni  of  this  college,  viz.  William  AllenP 
Afa  Meifer,  Job  Nelfon,  Benjamin  Heaton,  Peter  Hawes,  Na¬ 
thaniel  Drinkwater,  and  Abijah  Whiting. 

Mr.  Daniel  Dana,  A.  M.  of  Dartmouth  College,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  ad  eundunu — Mr.  Samuel  Graves  A.  M.  of  Yale  College, 
.was  admitted  ad  eundem. — Zephaniah  Leonard,  Efq.  A.  M.  of 
Yale  College,  was  admitted  ad  eundem. 

The  honorary  Degree  of  Mailer  in  the  Arts  was  conferred  on 
Nicholas  Tillinghail,  jun.  Efq,  of  Taunton  ;  the  Rev.  Archibald 
M’Clean,  of  Edinburgh ;  Rev.  William  Richards,  of  Lynn 
(England)  Rev.  James  Dore,  of  London ;  Rev.  John  Sutcliff, 
of  Olney  (England)  and  Rev,  Samuel  Pearce,  of  Birmingham 
(England.) 

The  Degree  of  Dodlor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Hon. 
David  Howell,  of  Providence;  Rev.  Jofeph  Priefdey,  late  .of  Bir¬ 
mingham  (England) ;  and  Rey.  Morgan  Jones,  of  Hammerfmith 
(England.) 

A  Charge  to  the  Graduates,  by  .the  President. 

Valedictory  Oration,  On  the  Philofophy  of  the  Mind. — by 
John  Merrill. 

Concluding  prayer,  by  Dr.  Stillman. 

Immediately  after  the  proceffion  returned  from  the  exercifes 
of  the  forenoon,  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  togethef 
with  the  Clergy  and  other  literary  Gentlemen,  very  politely 
attended  by  the  Candidates,  partook  of  the  public  dinner  pro¬ 
vided  for  them,  as  did  alfo  Col.  Tillinghaft’s  Company  of  ArtiL 
lery,  whole  prefence  gave  eclat  to  the  day. 

The  Exercifes  were  attended  by  a  numerous  and  refpe&able 
audience,  with  the  utmoft  decorum,  and  reflected  great  honour 
on  the  College. 

The  College  edifice  was  illuminated  jn  the  evening,  in  hon¬ 
our  to  the  President,  whofe  excellent  Charge  to  the  Graduates, 
and  judicious  arrangement  in  conducing  all  the  affairs  of  the 
College,  furnifh  prefages  of  his  future  and  eminent  ufefulnefs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  Rhode-Ifland  College, 
on  Thurfday  lafl,  the  Rev.  Abraham  L.  Clarke,  minifter  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  this  town,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Wight, 
minifter  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Briftol,  were  eledted 
Fellows  of  the  College.  The  Hon.  Melan&on  Smith,  of  New- 
York ;  Ray  Greene,  Efq.  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  Mr.  Samuel  Elam,  of 
Portfmouth ;  Mr.  Chriftopher  Fowler,  of  Newport;  and  Mr* 
Thomas  Poynton  Ives,  of  this  town,  were  elected  truftees. 

With  pleafure  the  patrons  of  the  College  may  reflect  on  the 
iuccefs  of  their  endeavours ;  more  ftudents  having  already  en¬ 
tered,  fmce  the  laft  commencement,  than  tliofe  graduated  ; 
and  the  number  now  in  College  being  greater  than  at  any  time 
heretofore, 
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Delivered  by  Prefident  MAXCY,  to  the  Graduates 
of  the  College,  Rhode  IJland ,  Sept.  4,  1793. 


T^DVICE  from  the  young  appears  like  an  intrufion  on 
^  the  rights  of  age  and  experience.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
without  the  moft  anxious  concern  that  I  rife  to  addrefs  you*, 
efpecially  when  I  confider  the  fplendid  abilities  of  thofe  great 
men,  *  who  on  fimilar  occafions  have  hood  in  this  place. 
They  needed  not  for  an  apology  the  admonition  of  Paul, 
u  Let  no  man  defpife  thy  youth'.” 

The  attachment,'  to  which  your  conduct  has  given  birth, 
forbids  me  to  let  you  depart  without  expreffmg  my  folicitude 
for  your  welfare.  This  day  prefents  to  you  a  new  fcene  of 
things.  It  brings  you  from  the  retreats  of  fcience,;  and 
places  you  on  the  theatre  of  adiion.  It  commences  your 
public  exigence.  As  the  firft  impreftions  which  your  abilities 
and  conduct  will  make  on  the  minds  of  men  will  be  lofting , 
it  will  be  your  intereft  to  be  careful  that  they  be  favourable „ 
Errors  in  conduct,  when  you  are  firft  thrown  on  the  public 
eye,  will  'be  critically  noted ;  and,  of  confequence,  will 
create  prejudices,  which  in  any  fubfequent  period  of  life  a 
knowledge  of  your  abilities  would  prevent.  Hence  you  can¬ 
not  be  too  folicitous  after  the  advice  of  aged,  experienced 
men.  You  cannot  be  too  anxious  to  know  your  duty,  nor 
too  adtive  to  perform  it.  A  fear  to  do  wrong,  and  a  defire 
to  do  right,  are  brilliant  traits  in  the  character  of  the  young. 
In  the  firft  part  of  life,  when  our  paftions  are  winged  with 
fire,  we  are  too  apt  to  defpife  counfel,  and  to  follow  our  own 
ra(h  refolutions.  Hence  we  unavoidably  run  into  errors, 
becaufe  deftitute  of  that  knowledge  which  nothing  but  ex¬ 
perience  can  give,  and  carelefs  of  thofe  rules  of  life*  which 
nothing  but  the  wifdom  of  age  can  form,  and  nothing  but  the 
raftmels  of  youth  would  rejedt. 

"When  you  engage  in  the  bufinefies  of  life,  you  will  have 
to  deal  with  men.  The  ideas  you  have  formed,  in  retire¬ 
ment,  of  the  manners  of  the  world,  and  the  principles  of 
human  adtion,  it  is  probable  are  *er y  erroneous.  Time  and 
experience  only  can  correct  them.  What  is  commonly  ^ 
called  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  which  fo  many  boaft, 
is  nothing  more  than  the  acquirement  of  its  deceitful  man¬ 
ners, 
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ners,  and  the  practice  of  its  polite  vices.  To  travel  marty 
countries,  to  fee  many  people,  thefe  are  highly  defirable ; 
but  thefe,  without  reflection,  without  deep  ftudy  and  ac¬ 
curate  obfervation,  nnftead  of  making  a  man  of  merit,  will 
only  make  a  fplendid  fop.  You  muft  learn  to  read  men  as  well 
as  books,  but  read  books  firffc.  Human  nature  is  a  regular, 
though  complicated  machine.  It  can  be  learned  by  its  opera¬ 
tions  only.  Unlefs  you  know  the  fprings  by  which  it  is 
moved,  you  can  never  manage  it  to  advantage.  He  will 
gain  his  point  moft  effectually,  and  govern  men  belt,  who 
pofleffes  fuch  a  duCtility  of  difpofition,  as  will  enable  Him  to 
enter  into  the  circumftances,  to  furvey  in  a  true  light  the  in- 
terefts,  and  to  realife  the  feelings  of  others.  In  fociety,  you 
will  be  connected  with  men  of  different  characters,  difpolitions 
and  purfuits.  You  will  find  many  ignorant  and  unreafonable  ; 
many  who  are  well  informed,  and  a  few  religious ;  but  none 
who  are  not  fond  of  applaufe,  and  defirous  of  fuperiority. 
If  you  can  get  into  your  hand  the  hopes  and  fears  of  men, 
you  can  do  as  you  pleafe. 

Perhaps  the  fplendid  abilities  and  extenfive  acquirements 
of  fome,  may,  on  particular  occafions,  create  a  temporary 
dilcouragement,  and  deter  you  from  that  proficiency  which 
would  render  you  ufeful,  though  it  might  not  gratify  your 
ambition.  But  you  will  do  well  to  remember,  that  true 
greatnefs,  and  real  excellency,  confift  neither  in  the  exceflive 
fplendour,  nor  in  the  occafional  difplays  of  genius.  Men 
whofe  fouls  are  winged  with  lightning,  are  ever  fearing  above 
the  fphere  of  ufeful  employment.  The  fierce  ardour  of  their 
fpirit  difdains  attention  to  the  ordinary  duties  and  bufineffes 
of  life,  from  which  human  profperity  and  happinefs  principal¬ 
ly  refult.  They  appear  to  be  formed  and  deligned  for  no¬ 
thing;  but  extraordinary  occafions.  The  untameable  wild 
nefs  of  their  minds  fits  them  to  dwell  in  the  tempeft  and, 
whirlwind. 

Than  envy  thefe,  rather  envy  the  virtuous,  good,  honeft 
man.  Men  who  polfefs  talents  a  little  above  mediocrity, 
generally  make  the  greateft  proficiency  in  learning,  and  ren¬ 
der  it  the  moft  ufeful. 

The  benefits  accruing  from  education  are  not  confined  to 
the  prefent  world.  As  they  belong  to  the  foul,  they  refpeCI 
immortality.  Since  the  capacity  of  the  mind  may  be  enlarged, 
and  its  power?  rendered  more  vigorous  by  exercife,  it  ap¬ 
pears  fulceptible  of  an  endlefs  progreffion  in  improvement., 
ftluch  is  left  to  your  own  exertions.  God  has  given  you 
talents,  but  he  has  given  them,  as  he,  has  every  thing  clfe 
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to  be  improved.  Confider  nothing  as  giving  you  a  refpedla- 
Me  fuperiority  but  real  learning  and  piety.  Remember  that 
all  kinds  of  fuperiority  not  originating  in  thefe,  are  vain, 
tranfitory,  uncertain ;  and  that,  if  the  caufes  which  produce 
do  not  deftroy  them,  death  certainly  will.  But  as  learning 
and  piety  belong  to  the  foul,  they  give  a  fuperiority  that  will 
Survive  the  ruins  of  death  ;  a  fuperiority  that  will  afford  per¬ 
manent  fatisfadlion,  and  increafe  as  the  foul  progrefles  in  ex¬ 
igence.  In  your  farther  acquirements,  therefore,  in  litera¬ 
ture,  confider  yourfelves  as  ennobling  your  natures,  and  al¬ 
ready  treading  on  the  ground  of  immortality.  That  vain 
fuperiority  which  arifes  from  falfe  notions  of  honour,  from 
nobility  of  birth,  or  the  poffeflion  of  wealth,  is  truly  con¬ 
temptible  :  but  that  which  arifes  from  perfonal  merit,  from 
real  excellency  of  character,  is  truly  laudable,  and  worthy  the 
mod:  exalted  ambition. 

Seek  the  greatdl  attainable  things  in  this  world,  but  al¬ 
ways  feek  greater  in  the  next.  Should  your  fituation  ever 
be  exalted,  you  will  be  the  more  expofed ;  you  mull  there¬ 
fore  be  the  more  humble  and  prudent.  The  road  which 
leads  to  the  temple  of  honour  is  lleep  and  flippery.  Would 
you  enter  there  ?  be  careful  how  you  walk.  The  higher  you 
afcend,  the  greater  will  be  your  dilgrace  and  ruin,  if  you  fall. 

Never  feek  after  fame;  for  if  you  deferve  it,  it  will  follow 
you.  Be  your  merit  ever  fo  great,  yet  you  cannot  expect 
ttue  fame,  while  envy,  can  hope  to  injure  you.  “  The  fun 
of  glory  never  {bines  but  on  the  tombs  of  the  great.” 

Never  fuffer  yourfelves  to  form  a  judgment  either  of  men 
or  things,  while  you  are  under  the  influence  either  of  pre¬ 
judice  or  paflion.  Thefe  put  out  the  eyes  of  reafon.  Give 
due  praife  to  merit,  whether  in  your  friends  or  enemies. 

You  come  forward  into  life  in  an  rerafull  of  events',  which 
will  aftonifh  and  rejoice  poflerity.  Man  is  rapidly  afcending 
to  that  dignified  flation  for  which  he  was  defigned  by  the 
God  of  nature.  The  fun  of  liberty  fhines  bright.  His 
beams  flame  through  imprifoned  kingdoms,  to  enlighten  the 
eyes,  and  chear  the  hearts  of  enflaved  millions.  That  bright 
sera  begins  to  dawn,  when  peace  fhall  diffufe  her  mild  influ¬ 
ence  through  every  heart,  fubjedting  every  hoftile  paflion, 
and  cementing  all  nations  in  one  great  family  of  brothers. 
Then  the  heart  of  the  foldier  will  not  leap  at  the  found  of 
war,  nor  the  eye  of  the  orphan  float  in  tears  for  the  lofs  of  a 
father  flain  in  battle.  Liberty  wfll^then  be  unconfined  as  air, 
and  glorious  as  that  heaven  to  which  fhe  tends.  That  fair 
goddels  will  defcend  in  all  her  charms,  and  in  ©ne  foftering 
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jrrafp  embrace  every  Ton  of  Adam.  Perhaps  you  may  live  tW 
fee  the  glories  of  a  kingdom,  whofe  duration  will  be  that  of 
of  eternity. 

Here  let  me  caution  you  againft  infidelity.  Be  not  de-1 
ceived,  merely  becaufe  fome  great  men  have  been.  But  if 
infidelity  can  boaft  great  names,  Chriftianity  much  greater. 
Amidft  the  blaze  of  evidence  in  favour  of  revelation,  it  re¬ 
quires  more  faith  to  be  an  infidel  than  would  make  a  complete 
Chriftian. 

Be  careful  not  to  choofe  your  particular  mode  of  religion 
in  too  much  hafte.  Bigots  are  as  often  made  by  a  fudden 
adoption  of  particular  fentiments,  as  by  fuperftition.  Neither 
is  worthy  a  wife  man,  and.  both  are  dilgraceful  to  a  Chriftian. 
The  more  you  examine,  the  more  reafon  you  will  find  for 
deferring  an  abfolute  decifion  refpecting  particular  fyftems  of 
religion  ;  the  more  room  you  will  find  for  charity,  and  con* 
fequently  more  for  true  religioti. 

As  foon  as  men  fancy  themfelves  infallible,  imagining  that 
God  fmiles  on  them,  and  frowns  on  their  neighbours,  they 
exclude  charity,  and  commonly  good  manners. — You  will 
do  well  to  remember,  that  men’s  chara&ers  are  not  afcer- 
tained  in  the  fight  of  God  by  the  particular  fentiments  they 
adopt;  for  many  men,  who  have  very  bad  heads,  have  very 
good  hearts. 

Be  ftri&ly  juft  in  all  your  dealings  with  men.  God  has 
planted  a  feiife  of  juft  ice  in  your  natures.  This  you  cannot 
violate  without  an  effential  injury  to  yourfelves.  No  man 
can  hurt  another,  without  hurting  himfelf  at  the  fame  time. 

Do  good  to  all ;  for  by  fo  doing,  you  will  do  the  greateft 
good  to  yourfelves.  Purfue  a  uniform  courfe  of  virtuous 
conduit.  ^  This  will  unavoidably  lead  you  to  eminence.  In 
fuch  a  country  as  this,  true  merit  cannot  fail  to  diftinguifh 
you;  for,  like  the  fun,  it  will  always  carry  its  own  light 
with  it. 

Time  now  requires  me  to  part  with  you.  I  fincerely  wifh 
you  much  happinefs ;  and  fhall  rejoice  to  find  that  you  are 
ufefui  and  ornamental  to  your  country. 
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Account  of  the  Persecution  at  St.  Vincent’s,  in  the 

Weft  Indies. 

THE  Rev.  Dr,  Coke,  in  his  late  friendly  call  on  Mr.  Rip- 
pon,  having  fhrnifhed  him  with  a  particular  account  of  the  Per 
fecution  under  which  the  Minifters  and  Chriftian  Negroes  have, 
this  year,  been  oppreffed  at  St.  Vincent’s ;  a  brief  ftatement  of 
it  is  inferted  in  the  Regifter,  for  the  information  of  the  Baptift 
and  Methodift  chriftian  negroes  abroad,  and  their  fympathizing 
religious  friends  at  home. 

The  following  is,  for  fubftance  Dr.  Coke’s  own  account  of 
it,  which  either  has  appeared,  or  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  publifh-* 
ed,  in  the  Magazine. 

The  Legillature  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  were  fo  de¬ 
termined  to  prevent  the  poftibility  of  their  negroes  being  in- 
ftructed,  that  they  enafted,  That  no  perfon,  the  Reclors  of 
parities  excepted,  fhould  preach  there  without  a  licence,  and . 
this  licence  lhould  not  be  granted  to  any  who  had  not  previoully 
redded  for  twelve  months  in  the  ifland.  For  the  iirfl  offence, 
the  punifhment  is  a  fine  of  ten  Johannes,  or  imprifonment,  for 
not  more  than  ninety  days,  and  not  lefs  than  thirty.  For  the 
zd,  fuch  corporal  punifhment  as  the  Court  fliall  think  proper 
to  infiift,  and  banifhment.  And  lafhly,  on  return  from  banifh- 
ment,  death.  This  ail,  they  knew,  militated  againfl  our 
Itinerant  Plan,  and  was  completely  adequate  to  anfwer  all  its 
infernal  purpofes.  No  Miflionary  that  had  ever  vifited  the  ifland. 
was  more  refpefted  than  Mr.  Lumb.  The  very  Sunday  after  the 
ail  was  palled,  he  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Negroes,  in  our 
own  chapel,  built  with  our  own  money ,  on  our  own  ground',  and 
the  Thurfday  following  he  was  committed  to  prifon.  On  Jan, 
6,  1793,  we  landed  at  St.  Vincent’s,  and  I  haflened  immediately 
to  vifit  my  imprifoned  brother.  I  found  him  in  the  common 
jail,  and  a  malefaftor  with  him.”  Dr.  Coke  'did  not  preach  at 
St.  Vincent’s,  left  he  fhould  be  treated  in  the  fame  unrighteous 
manner.  The  whole  affair  being,  this  fummer,  laid  before 
(i  the  Conference  at  Leeds,  Dr.  Thomas  Coke,  Mr.  William 
Thompfon,  Mr.  George  Story,  Mr.  George  Whitfield,  Mr. 
Thomas  Rankin.  Mr.  Thomas  Warrick,  and  Mr.  William 
Blackburne,  were  appointed  Delegates  to  wait  on  the  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  refpefting  this  bufinefs.  They  did  fo,  Oft.  31.  and 
received  from  that  Gentleman  the  agreeable  information,  That 
his  Majefty,  in  Council,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difannul 
the  aft;  of  die  Affembly  of  St.  Vincent’s,  and  that  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  wouM  be  notified  by  the  firft  Packet  that  failed  to 
the  Weft  Indies,” 
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The  Rev.  John  Canne,  it  is  well  known,  was  author  of 
the  marginal  references  in  the  Bible.  Dr.  ICippis  has,  in  his 
own  hand-writing,  very  obligingly  favoured  Mr.  Rippon  with 
feveral  pages  of  hints  concerning  him.  Mr.  R.  will  thank  any 
perfon  for  a  full  account  of  a  man  fo  confiderable  in  his  day. 

The  Confession  of  Faith,  at  large,  of  certain  perfons 
fallely  named  Anabaptifts,  publifhed  about  the  year  1611. 

An  original  edition  of  The  Confession  of  Faith  of 
feveral  congregations  in  Somerfet,  &c.  printed  at  London  in 
166,  with  accounts  of  the  miniliers  and  churches  who  publifti- 
ed  either  of  the  above  pieces. 

A  complete  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the,  Baptift  General 
Meetings  held  at  Wells,  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  Chard  and 
Tiverton,  from  1653  to  1657.  This  is  a  quarto  pamphlet. 
The  printed  copy  in  Mr.  R\s  pofTelhon  wants  feveral  leaves. 
Breviates  and  letters  alfo,  before  and  finee  thefe  dates,  perhaps 
may  be  obtained. 

Rev.  Thomas  Grantham.  Steplien  Lowdell,  Efq.  has 
juft  lent  Mr.  R.  a  copy  of  the  beautiful  memorial  hung  up  in 
the  Baptift  meeting-houfe.  White  Friars,  at  Norwich,  by  which 
it  appears,  that  Mr.  Grantham,  after  enduring  ten  perfections, 
died  in  1692. — Ab  i*  Has  his  life  been  written  and  printed? 
2.  Are  any  MS.  accounts  of  him  preferved  ?  3.  Or  do  the  an¬ 
cient  church  records,  in  Norfolk,  f'urnifh  any  materials  towards 
a  life  of  him  ? 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Ives’s  Biography,,  an  eminent  Baptift 
minifter  of  the  laft  century. 

Rev  Roger  Williams  who  formed  the  Baptift  church  at 
Providence  in  1639.  It  is  probable  fome  good  materials  might 
be  obtained  re fp effing  him. 

The  original  MS.  books  of  the  General  Assembly  which 
met  in  London  1689,  and  of  the  General  Association 
which  feparated  from  the  Aflembly,  and  loon  after  met,  fome- 
times,  in  White’s  Alley,  Moorfiefds. 

Old  Aftociation  books,  extracts  from  ancient  church  books, 
copies  of  curious  and  edifying  papers,  which  relate  to  the  Bap- 
tills,  or  to  any  other  of  the  Proteftant  Diftenters. 

A  lift  of  all  the  General  Baptist  Churches  in  England,- 
placed  according  to  their  counties ;  with  the  names  of  alf  their 
pallors,  miniliers,  & c. 

_  All  the  information  and  papers  that  will  affift  in  compiling  a 
hi  dory  01  the  It  eftern  Aftociation,  from  its  commencement  at 
Briftol,  in  1693. 

ADDENDA 


/ 


I 


ADDENDA  AND  CORRIGENDA. 

/  * 

1NL  B.  In  the  two  frji  Numbers  of  the  R.egiftery  which  have 
been  reprinted \  some  of  the  following  mijlakes  have  been 
•  corrected* 


*3- 

14. 

*5- 


69. 


70. 
8  \ « 


94* 

528. 

*54> 


S3 

*7 


Page.  line. 

4.  1 7.  Needing ~i vorth  fhould  have  been  placed  in  Hunting- 

donihire. 

5.  27.  for  Thomas  Stevens,  read  Thomas  Steepens. 

6.  15.  IVeJlmancoat  fhould  have  been  placed  in  WorceHer- 

fhire. 

9,  33.  for  William  Morris,  read  John  Webjier  Morris. 

s  i.  20.  for  Jofeph  Biffed,  read  jojhua  B if) ell. 

12.  4.  for  William  Pendered,  pallor;  read  William  tender¬ 

ed  minifter. 

13.  7.  dele  Comjha-zv,  B.  Cow  gill,  it  was  introduced  by 

miftake. 

for  John  Cherry,  pallor  ;  read  John  Cherry,  minifter. 
dele  Ke  id-wick.  j.  Shuttle-worth,  it  was  inferted  by 
miftake. 

—  In  the  fame  page,  Majborough  church,  Benjamin  Dick- 
infon,  pallor,  was  unintentionally  omitted. 

30.  for  John  AHon,  read  James  Ajion . 

1 4.  Edmund  W atkins  Hands  a  pallor  at  Blenau,  and  in  page 
40.  Edmund  Watkins  is  alfo  mentioned  as  pallor  at  Ulks 

the  fa£l  is,  he  had  been  pallor  of  Blenau,  and  was 
never  diffmiffed  from  that  church,  but  having 
been  providentially  fituated  at  a  dillance,  he  a£ts 
as  pallor  at  Ulk. 

ii.  for  Glyn-Ceriog,  read  Glyn  Ceriog,  it  is  but  one 
place,  and  only  called  Glyn  in  page  15th. 

18.  for  Chapel-y-ffeen,  read  Capel-y-ffm. 

15.  New  Pentre  and  Dolau  are  not  one  church,  meeting 
in  one  place,  but  they  are  two  churches. 

5.  for  J.  Rees,  read  G .  Rees. 

22.  for  December  1 773,  read  1.772,  the  time  when  Mr* 
Backus  dates  Mr.  Davis’s  death.  See  Church 
hillory  of  New  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  276. 

9,  for  but  four,  read  about  four. 

6.  for  Trebech,  read  Trelech. 

To  the  biographical  Iketch  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  James 

Newton’s  life,  which  clofes  in  page  154,  may  be 
added,  “  His  publications  are  a  piece  without 
his  name,  by  A  Byjiander :  It  relates  to  the  dif- 
pute  between  Dr.  Harwood  and  Dr.  Evans,  on 
the  Trinity.  Alfo  a  fermon,  preached  before  the 
Brilial  education  fociety  in  1776.  And  two  let¬ 
ters  to  the  Weftern  affociation,  one  in  1766,  and 
the  other  in  1775.’* 
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206.  8.  »for  Belcher,  read  Beljher. 

207.  21.  —  not  content,  read  not  contoit  merely . 

208.  30.  —  Peckers,  read  Peckens. 

218.  34.  —  for  as  well  as,  read  as  well  as  of. 

243.  23.  • — Prefident  Forbes,  rea Prefdent  Fobes. 

310.  note  —  thee,  read  three. 

31 1.  note  —  Ameland  page  261,  read  Ameland  page  307, 

330.  29.  —  Hambieton,  read  Hamilton. 

343-  note  —  at  Savannah,  read  a  few  miles  from  Savannah. 
357.  10.  —  there  are  four  fhafters,  or  laws,  read,  there  are 

four  myjlerious  hooks. 

397.  30.  —  Aberhavefy,  read  Aberhavefp. 

399*  39-  —  Charles  Evans,  read  Ckrifmas  Evans. 

43 1 .  9.  —  in  our  difcipline,  read  difcipline  in  our. 

448.  8.  Meeting-houfes,  read  meeting-houfe. 

467.  8.  —  Ifaac  Poynting,  read  John  Poynting. 

471.  27.  —  Perfecution  of  cbriitianity,  read  perfecution 

chriftians, 

496.  29.  —  any  religion,  probably  Ihould  be  read  my  religion. 

Any  other  miftakes  of  confequence,  pointed  out  to  the 
Editor,  from  time  to  time,  will  be  duly  and  thankfully  noticed 
by  him. 
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ydDdfiiS,  James,  (of  Hatch, 
^  Somerfet,)  biographical  ac¬ 
count  of  him,  516. 

Adelpbi,  the  Baptift  church  in 
the,  diftolved,  289. 

Alface ,  Upper  and  Lower,  bap¬ 
tift  churches  there,  317. 

America ,  its  population  in  1789, 
73.  in  1790,  396.  A  table 
of  30  of  the  Baptift  Aftbcia- 
tions  there  in  1790,  confift- 
ing  pf  more  than  lixty  thou- 
fand  members,  72.  Churches 
there  acquainted  fince  the 
war,  87.  The  ftates  in  which 
fome  denominations  tax  o- 
thers  for  the  fupport  of  vvor- 
ftiip,  391.  Amount  of  her 
exports  and  imports  from  Oct. 
1790,  to  Sep.  1791.  Expen¬ 
diture  Gf  the  ftates  in  1792, 
396.  Polymetric  Table  of, 
fhewing  the  diftance  ofplaces 
from  each  other;  this  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Index  at  the  end  of 
the  volume. 

Amferdam ,  baptift  churches 
there,  303 .  Baptift  aftociation, 
when  held  there,  303. 

Annapolis ,  in  Nova  Scotia,  Mr. 
.Chippenham,  a  baptift  mi- 
nifter  there,  479. 

Antinomianifm  defcribed,  56. 

Antigua ,  the  Moravian  million 
there,  384. 

Arminianifm ,  defcribed,  56.  Sup- 
pofed  to  be  on  the  decline  in 
1'ome  parts  of  America,  103. 

Ajfociations ,  a  lift  of  many  in 
America,  7  2.  The  manner 
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of  their  being  fpent  in  North 
Carolina,  105.  Poem  on, 
17.  A  letter  on  their  utility, 
549.  In  England,  arranged 
under  their  proper  defcrip- 
tions,  in  this  index. 

Afton ,  12.  line  30,  read  James, 
not  John. 

Aulcefer ,  1 2.  line  4.  read  Wil¬ 
liam  Pendered  minifier ,  not 
pallor. 

Avignon ,  mentioned  with  hope, 

167. 

ACKUS,  Ifaac,  extracts  of 
letters  from  him,  93.  1 15, 
391. 394.486. 547.  His  church 
hiftory  of  New  England,  1 18. 
His  publications  in  1789.  ih. 
In  1791,  and  1792,  321, 
Vilits  the  brethren  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  93. 

Baily, George  Gibbs,  (Jamaica,) 
extract  of  his  letter,  543. 

Baldvuin ,  Thomas,  (Bofton,) 
His  ordination,  518.  A  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  in  his  church, 
22°. 

Baptifm,  hiftory  of  It,  by  Mr. 
Robinfpn,  adv.  125.  View 
of  the  nature  and  importance 
pf  it,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  adv . 

1  2.7.  Remarks  on  a  difconrfe 
on  it,  adv,  471. 

B  apt  if  churches  and  minifters, 
in  England,  3.  In  Wales, 
14.  Some  of  the  General 
Baptifts,  174. 

Beat  Jon,  John,  on  the  Have  trade, 
adv,  1 1  8. 

Bell:nap% 


INDEX 


1790—1793, 


Belknap ,  Dr.  Jeremy,  his  his¬ 
tory  of  New  Hampfhire, 
ado).  469. 

Belly  Thomas,  his  legacy  to  the 
fund,  289. 

Bellamy ,  Dr.  Jofeph,  biogra¬ 
phical  account  of  him,  143. 

Benedid ,  Noah,  (of  Connecti¬ 
cut,)  extraCt  of  his  fermon 
on  Dr.  Bellamy’s  death,  143. 

Benevolence ,  chriftian,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  characters  of  it,  271. 
Obligations  to  cultivate  it, 
276.  _  ,  . 

Bethel  aflociation  in  1791,  290. 
In  1792,  536. 

Bethlehem ,  Mr.  Kirklands  vifit 
there,  with  fifty  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations,  383. 

Bicheno ,  James,  his  piece  on 
the  figns  of  the  times,  adv. 

469- 

Bigotry,  religious,  its  influence. 

Bill  of  Rights ,  extraCt  from  the 
Pennfylvanian,  17 1. 

Bijfell,  1 1,  line  20.  read  Jojh.ua , 
not  Jofeph. 

Belton ,  Daniel, (Afhford,)  when 
ordained,  394. 

Booth,  Abraham,  his  reign  of 
grace,  119.  His  fer¬ 

mon  on  the  Have  trade,  adv. 
321.  His  defence  of  ptedo- 
baptifm  examined,-  adv.  469. 
A  letter  of  his  mentioned, 

295* 

Bojhco,  a  Erahman,  account  of 
him,  358.  His  evangelical 
hymn,  370.  Part  of  a  letter 
addrefled  to  him,  530. 

Hot  ford,  Edmund,  extraCt  of  a 
letter  from  him,  104.  4 

Hots  ford,  Mrs.  her  peaceful  end, 
104. 

Bowdoinham church, when  form¬ 
ed,  395. 

Bowdoinham  aflociation  in  1790, 
209.  In  1792,  390. 

Brahmans,  Parbotee,  a  convert¬ 


ed  man  of  title,  359.  Bofhoo, 
358.  Their  delire  to  have 
miflionaries  fent  to  Bengal, 
369.  Mohun  Chund,  359. 

Brainard ,  extraCt  from  his  life, 

Briggs ,  Joel,  his  miniftry  fuc- 
cefsful,  115. 

Brown,  Mr.  (Calcutta,  )preacher 
at  the  Orphan  School,  336. 

Brown,  jofeph,  Efq.  prof e (for 
of  experimental  philofophy 
in  RhodeTfland  college,  his 
death,  269. 

Brown ,  Moles,  dies,  aged  16, 
269. 

- — - — —Nicholas,  Efq.  biogra¬ 
phical  account  of  him,  2 68, 
Funeral  fermon  for  him,  adv. 

33°- 

Browne,  Jabez,  (of  Great  Yar¬ 
mouth,)  a  fhort  account  of 
his  church  in  1790,  61. 

Bryan ,  Jonathan,  Efq.  His 
kindnefs  to  the  chriliian  ne¬ 
groes  at  Savannah,  340. 

Bryan,  Dr.  William,  his  gene-* 
rofity,  341. 

Bull,  Fred.  Member  of  the  bap- 
till  church  in  Prefcot-ftreet, 
afterwards  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  his  vifit  to  Mr.  Day, 
connected  with  a  lively  anec¬ 
dote,  263.  note. 

Bur? win,  Thomas,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  321. 

Bur  to  ,  jofiiua,  (Fox  ton,)  his 
ordination,  521. 

Burton,  Thomas,  (Georgia,) 
baptized  1 8  negroes  at  once, ' 

34** 

Butterfield,  jofeph,  when  or¬ 
dained,  395. 

j Butter-worth,  John,  his  con¬ 
cordance,  adv.  and  his  feri- 
ous  add  refs  to  Dr.  Prieftley, 
119.  321. 

Butterworth,  Lawrence,  His 
publication  on  moral  agency 
and  moral  evil,  adv.  3-21. 

Button , 


I  N  D  E 

Button,  William,  an  agreeable 
fermon  of  his  referred  to, 
17 6.  The  piece  published  by 
him  on  infant  falvation,  adv. 
472. 

f~^ALG  UT  TA,  advertifement 

^  there  for  a  chriftian  in, 
1733,  3~4*  Mr.  Brown  mi- 
nifrer  of  the  Orphan  School 
there  in  178.6,  356. . 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Moravian 
million  to  the,  384. 

Carey,  William,  his  ordination, 
519.  His  publication  on- 
the  ufe  of  means  forthecon- 
verfion  of  the  heathen,  ado;. 
322.  Appointed  to  be  a  mif¬ 
fionary  among  die  Hindoos, 

485* 

Carter,  Robert,  Efq.  the  num¬ 
ber  of  his  haves,  108.  His 
opinion  of  the  toleration  of 
havery,  ib.  note .  Liberated 
442  negroes  at  once,  220, 
His  prefent  views,  543, 

Cafe ,  Ifaac,  (Rehoboth,)  his  or¬ 
dination  and  fuccefs,  393. 

Catechifn ,  for  children,  by  Mr. 
Sutclift,  127.  On  non-con¬ 
formity  propofed  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Baptifts,  402. 

Cecil,  Richard,  a  letter  to  him 
from  Mr.  Melvtfl  Horne, 
484. 

Chats,  Charles,  one  of  his  fer- 
mons  tranflated  by  Mr.  Free¬ 
man,  adv.  122. 

Charlefon  affociation,  in  1789, 
83.  100.  in  1790,  1 1 2.  in 
1791,  300.  in  1792,  8  39* 

Chauncy,  Dr.  of  Bofton,  Exami¬ 
nation  of  his  book,  entitled. 
The  falvation  of  all  men,  by 
Dr.  Edwards,  ad-v.  1 1 9. 

Cherry ,  John,  13  -  line  13?  read 
m  infer  at  Halifax,  not  pallor. 

Cherfon,  (Rullia,)  the  bap  till 
minifters  there,  318. 

Chippenham,  Mr.baptiil  minifter 

004 
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X  > 

at  Annapolis,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
479- 

Chriftopher* s,  (St.)  account  of 
the  Moravian  million  there, 
384. 

Chund,  Mohun,  a  Brahman,  ac¬ 
count  of  him,  361.  Part  of 
a  letter  fent  to  him,  530. 
Church 3  exhortation  at  the  form¬ 
ing  one,  adv.  331. 

Clarke,  Jonathan,  (treafurer  of 
the  city  of  Savannah)  extracts 
of  his  letters,  3  40.  541. 

C lari fon,  Mr.  late  Governor  of 
Sierra  Leone,  his  kindnefs 
to,  and  charader  of,  David 
George,  the  negro  minifter, 
483,  484. 

Claxton  church, (Norfolk, )fhort 
account  of  it,  61. 

Clayton,  Jofeph,  (Steventon,) 
biographical  account  ofhim, 

491  ♦ 

Qleves,  baptift  churches  in  the 
Duchy  of,  312. 

Coke ,  Dr.  his  account,  5 ox. 

Cole,  Charles,  his  hymn-book, 
adv.  322. 

Conjejfon  of  faith  of  1689,  re^- 
publifhed  in  Englilh  by  Mr. 
Rippon,  124.  In  Wfellh  by 
Rev.  Jofhua  Thomas,  191.. 
Conformity  to  the  voorld,  a  letter 
on,  403. 

Congregational  minifters  of  Con- 

o  o  , 

nedicut,in  their  aubciate  ca¬ 
pacity,  deferibed,  100. 
Congrefs  petitioned,  re fpe fling- 
accurate  editions  of  the  bible, 
81. 

Connecticut,  the  bilhop  of,  by 
whom  ordained,  104.  Twelve 
afibciations  of  Independents 
in  that  State,  109. 

Cm, L.  Jofeph,  (South  Carolina,)^ 
mentions  -twe— churches  of 
negroes,  332.  Extrad  ol  his 
letters,  332.  342.  Bicgraphi- 
.  cal  account  of  him, .  501. 
Cooke,  Stephen,  (Jamaica,)  ex- 

trad 
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tradl  of  a  letter  from  him* 

-338* 

Cooper}  John .  his  affociation  let¬ 
ter,  44Q. 

Corbly,  John,  extrait  of  a  letter 
from  him,  294. 

Ccrnjhaw,  (York,)  13. line 7th, 
was  introduced  into  the  lilt 
of  churches  by  miitake. 

C orrefpondence  with  the  Englifh 
churches  defired  by  Ameri¬ 
can  brethren,  85,  86. 

Cofflon,  Mr.  one  of  Lady  Hun¬ 
tingdon’s  Undents,  303. 

Country  cafes,  regular  ones, 
patronized  in  London  in 
1791,  289.  In  1792,  46'. 

Covenant  of  works,  the,  describ¬ 
ed,  452.  and  grace,  460. 

Crabtree,  William,  hisfermons, 
adv.  1 19. 

Cracow,  baptift  miniders  in  the 
government  of,  312. 


D 


ANBURY  affociation, 
(Connecticut,)  in  1790, 
109.  in  1791,  294,  in  1792, 


389- 

Davis,  John,  (of  Bolton,)  his 
deceafe,  85, 

Day,  John,  account  of  him,  260. 

Day,  Robert,  an  elegy  on  him, 
222.  A  biographical  account 
of  him, 260. 

Deane,  Mr.  his  pofthumous 
vol.  adv.  1 22. 


Defpatifm  deprecated,  167. 

Dexter ,  Jeffe,  mini Iter  at  Liver¬ 
pool,  probably  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  479. 

Dick  inf  on  Benjamin,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  517. 

Dictionary,  an  explanatory  one, 
of  the  New  Teftament,  by 
Gerard  Helfelink,  A.M.  prq- 
feffor  of  divinity  and  philo- 
fophy,  in  the  Society  of  bap- 
tifts  at  Amite r dam,  adv.  324. 

Pfcipline  of  the  church,  a  letter 
on  it,  64. 


Diffe  nters,  vindicated,  473, 
Their  principles  illudrated, 
and  defended,  ib.  Their 
civil  Hate  at  prefent  in  Eng¬ 
land,  524. 

Divinity  of  Chrif,  its  import¬ 
ance,  57.  Sermons  on  it,  147. 
Doddridge,  Dr.  a  hymn  of  his 
fung  by  Mr  Kirkland  and  the 
Indian  chiefs  and  warriors, 

38l‘ 

Dare ,  James,  his  publications, 
adv.  1 19.  322. 

Dore ,  William,  his  death,  269. 
Biographical  account  of  him. 


5°9-  . 

Dort,  the  baptilt  minider  there, 

3°5- 

Dover  affociation, ( Virginia,)  in 
1790,  385.  in  1791,  386. 

Dunf combe ,  Thomas,  his  publi¬ 
cations,  adv.  4 69. 

Dunsford ,  Martin,  Syllabus  of 
his  hidorical  memoirs  of  Ti¬ 
verton,  322. 

Duty  and  motive ,  280.  Duties 
of  a  church,  piece  on  it, 
adv.  331. 

Dyer,  George,  his  monody  on 
Mr.  R.obinfon,  497. 


TP D  U CAT ION  of  flu dents f:r 
’*~J  the  miniflry,  Dr.  Bellamy’? 
method  of,  143.  A  new  in- 
ftitution  for  it  by  the  Warren 
affociation,  292.  Another  in 
the  Charlcflon,  301. 
Edwards,  Prefident,  his  piece 
on  the  promifed  bleffmgs  of 
the  latter  day,  recommend¬ 
ed,  60.  and  his  larger  works. 


255’ 


Edwards,  Dr.  Jonathan,  extra# 
of  one  of  his  letters,  108. 
Syllabusof  hisvolume  on  end^T 
lefs  punifhments,  adv .  119. 
His  fermon  on  the  Have  trade. 
adv.  323. 

Edwards,  Morgan,  his  hidory 

of 
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of  the  baptifts  in  the  ftate  of 
New  Jerfey,  adv.  323. 

Edwards,  Peter,  (of  Portf- 
mouth,)his  White's  Row  lec¬ 
ture,  adv.  470. 

Eldridge ,  Enoch,  a  bleffing  at¬ 
tending  his  labours,  547. 

Elkhorn  ajj'ociation ,  (Iventucke,) 
in  1791,  291. 

England,  lift  of  the  Particular 
baptifts  churches  in  it,  2. 
and  of  fome  of  the  General 
baptifts,  174. 

Error,  caution  refjpe&ing  it,  56. 

Erjkine ,  Dr.  John,  a  fyllabus  of 
his  Sketches  of  church  hifiory , 
&c.  1 20.  His  collection  of 
letters  written  for  the  comfort 
of  bereaved  perfons,  121. 

E-vans,  Mr.  (of  Northampton,) 
extract  of  a  letter  to  him  from 
Mr.  Hall,  235. 

Evans,  Rev.  Dr.  Caleb,  his 
print  to  face  the  title  page. 
His  DoCtorate  from  Rhode 
Iftand  college,  96.  From 
King’s  college,  Aberdeen, 


« 

ftudents,  343.  The  books  he 
recommenced  to  them,  233. 
Funeral  fermon  on  his  de- 
ceafe  by  Dr.  Stennett,  adv. 
330.  Another  by  Mr.  Pearce, 
325.  His  fermon  on  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  offtn,  470.  Elegy 
on  him,  247.  Dunfcombe’s 
tribute  of  affebtion  to  his 
memory,  adv.  469. 

Evans,  David,  biographical  ac¬ 
count  of  him,  185. 

Evans,  Henry,  (Craig-fargod,) 
his  ordination,  523. 

Evans,  John,  (of  London,)  his 
adcjrefs,  adv.  470. 

Evans,  Jofiah,  (of  Brecknock- 
fhire,)  biographical  account 
of  him,  312. 

Experience,  chriftian,  the  nature 
of  ijh  1 8r  Means  of  im- 


1790 — 1793, 

proving  in  it,  20.  Advan¬ 
tages  of  it,  23. 

Expojitors  of  Scripture,  their 
different  excellencies,  25^. 

77'f  ETII,  letters  on  it,  by  Mr, 
Dore,  adv.  1 19.  The  nature 
andimportance  of  walking  by 
it,  by  Mr.  Fuller,  adv.  1  22. 

Fawcett,  John,  fen.  his  piece  on 
early  piety,  and  his  eftay  on 
anger,  adv.  12 1. 

Fawkner ,  Robert,  the  fermons 
at  his  ordination  publiihed, 
12  2. 

Finley,  Robert,  (Kentucke,) 
defcribed,  294. 

Flemijh  baptift  churches,  Seven 
of  them  feparate  from  the 
Waterlandiih,  303.  note. 

Flemijh  and  Waterlandiih  unit¬ 
ed  baptift  churches.  Lift  of 
40  of  the,  303. 

Flight,  John,  fermon  on  his 
death,  adv.  yi2. 

Fobes,  (not  Forbes,)  Peres.  His 
fermon  on  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Manning,  adv.  323. 

Fofter,  Henry,  a  letter  to  him 
from  Mr.  Melvill  Horne,  484. 

France,  the  revolution  in  it  im¬ 
proved,  100.  167.  A  funda¬ 
mental  part  of  its  conftitu- 
tion,  172.  Baptift  churches 

there?  3J7- 

Francis,  Either,  a  pleafing  ac¬ 
count  of  her,  158. 

Francis,  Benjamin,  his  elegy 
on  Mr.  Day,  222.  On  Dr. 
Evt  ms,  247.  His  poem,  en-< 
titled.  The  Affociation,  17. 

Ft  "ceman,  Stephen,  his  tranila- 
tion  of  Chais  fermon,  adv. 

1 22. 

Friejland,  (province  of,)  baptift 
churches  there,  303. 

Frieflandijh  baptift  churches, 
their  great  affociation,  when, 
308.  Nineteen  churches  of 

then* 


l 


, 


I 
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them  meet  the  2d.  Wed.  in 
June,  305. 

fuller,  Andrew,  his  publica¬ 
tions,  in  1790,  adv.  122. 
His  oration  at  Mr.  Hall’s 
grave,  329.  His  fermon  at 
a  meeting  of  minifters,  3-9. 
And  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Wallis,  adv.  470.  Extraft  of 
it,  488.  His  addrefs  to  the 
miffionaries  going  among  the 
Hindoos,  523. 

Fund ,  the  particular  baptid, 
(in  London,)  account  of  it, 
in  1791,  289.  in  1792,  467. 
The  churches  in  London  that 
conditute  it,.  8,  9. 

Furman,  Richard,  a  copy  of  his 
fermon  preached  before  the 
Charledon  affociation,  re- 
queded  fof  tlie  prefs,  101. 
The  fame,  adv.  324. 


Thomas,  (Bbdon,) 
biography  of  him,  154. 

Galphin,  Mr.  (at  Silver  Bluff,) 
his  kindnefs  to  his  negroes, 
54  5.  Two,  of  whom  are 
golpel  minihers,  474,  475. 

Galphin,  or  Peters,  jeffe,  a  ne¬ 
gro  mini  tier,  defcribed,  545. 

Gamby,  John,  (Southill,)  his  or¬ 
dination,  494. 

Gammon,  John,  his  Chrid,  a 
tian’s  life,  adv.  331. 

Gauges,  a  fuperditious  opinion 
of  the  influence  of  this  river, 
360. 

Cano,  John,  (Iventucke,)  de¬ 
fcribed,  117.  His  lofs,  292. 

Gano,  Stephen,  mentioned  re~ 
fpectfully,  1 17. 

Gelderland,  (province  of,)  bap¬ 
tid  churches  there,  312. 

General  h  apt  ids,  in  Kentucke, 
117.  Three  affociations  of, 
in  England,  172.  Lid  of 
tile  churches  in  one  of  the 
three  affociations,  174.  • 


X.  1790 — 1793. 

General  committee  of  baptid  af¬ 
fociations  in  Virginia,  in 

l79z>  534* 

Generalities  lands ,  baptid  churc li¬ 
es  in  the,  312. 

George,  the  Third,  his  reco¬ 
very  improved,  adv.  127. 
Propofes  a  prize,  167. 

George,  David,  '  a  negro  mi- 
nider,  his  life,  473.  The 
goodnefs  of  his  character  at- 
teded  by  perfons  in  Nova 
Scotia,  at  Sierra  Leone,  and 
by  governor  Clarkfon,  484. 

Georgia,  revival  of  religion 
there,  1 01. 545.  Thebaptids, 
the  mod  numerous  of  any 
denomination  in  that  date, 
54-5*  1 1 1  •  The  fird  baptid 
church  planted  in  it,  where, 
545. note,  affociations  in  1785, 
1786, 1787,  1788,  1792,  537. 

Gibbons,  Dr.  Thomas,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  quotation  from  him,  350 

Gibbs,  Philip,  his  letter  on  truth 

•  and  error,  53.  His  publica~ 

J  tion  of  Mr.  Deane’s  MS.  122. 

Gifford,  Dr.  Andrew,  his  fune¬ 
ral  fermon,  adv.  124. 

Gilbert,  Curtis,  of  Roxbury, 
his  death,  390. 

Gill,  John,  (St.  Alban’s,)  his 
affociation  letter  on  patience, 
26. 

God,  an  effay  on  the  origin  of, 
our  idea  of  him,  ad-v .  127. 

Goforth,  Major,  extrabl  of  his 
letter,  213. 

Gofpel,  effay  on  the  nature  and 
glory  of  the,  adv .  147.  Its 
motives,  283. 

Grace,  a  letter  on  the  doflrines 

^  of,  3  7. 

Green,  Nathaniel,  (Charlton,) 
honorably  mentioned,  293. 
Biographical  account  of  him, 
486, 

Green,  Thomas,  his  fermon, 

adv  122. 

*  t 

Green* 


I 


Greenwood,  Abraham,  his  a(To-. 
elation  letter  on  holy  peace, 
192, 

Groningen ,  (province  of,)  bap- 
tift  churches  there,  310 

Groningenland ,  the  baptift  ailo- 
ciation  when  held  there,  307. 
note.  310-.  note. 

Groton  alfociation  or  conference, 
(Connefticut,)  a  reformation 
in  it,  4B7. 

■  A 

A  A  RLE  M,  baptift  mi- 
niftefs  there,  305. 

llaberjham,  James, Efq.  (Geor¬ 
gia,)  mentioned  refpeftfully, 
340. 

fladdow,  Mary,  lays  the  fir  ft 
hone  of  two  meeting-houfes, 
162. 

Halifax ,  13,  line  1 3.  John 

Cherry,  read  minijler ,  not 
pallor. 

Hall ,  George,  (of  Ipfwich,)  a 
brief  account  of  his  church, 
62. 

Hally  Robert,  fen.  his  print  to 
face  page  226.  Biographical 
account  of  him,  226.  His 
principal  publications  men¬ 
tioned,  232 — 234.  Short  ac¬ 
count  of  Ills  excellent  book, 
entitled,  ‘f  Help  to  Zion’s 
Travellers,”  233. 

Hall,  Samuel,  his  deceafe,  165. 

Hamilton,  (not  Hambleton,) 
John,  an  advocate  for  the  ne¬ 
groes  at  Savannah,  340.  Re¬ 
commends  the  cafe  of  the  ne¬ 
gro  church  there,  34m 

Mammon ,  John,  his  legacy  to 
the  fund,  289. 

Harpfwell  church,when  formed, 

395  • 

Harris  y  Miles ,  ofTrofnant,  128. 

Harris ,  Samuel,  a  funeral  fer- 
mon  for  him,  ad-v.  122. 

Hart ,  Oliver,  his  publications, 
ad-v.  324. 


Harwood,  John,  (Birmingham,) 
biographical  account  of  him, 

495-  / 

Hathaway ,  Elifha,  (of  Worces¬ 
ter,)  in'eription  on  him,  510. 

II aught  on  *,  (in  Nova  Scotia,) 
a  large  bap  till  church  there, 
481. 

Heathen,  an  enquiry  into  the 
obligations  of  Chrillians  to 
ufe  means  for  their  conver- 
fion,  ad<v.  322. 

Herbert ,  William,  his  piece  en¬ 
titled,  Piety  the  bell  portion, 
ad<v.  472.  s 

Her-vey,  James,  his  life  by  Mr, 
Ryland,  adnj.  329. 

HeJJelinky  Gerard,  profeffor  of 
divinity  and  philosophy,  his 
dictionary  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  ad-v.  324. 

Hill,  Mr.  one  of  Lady  Elun- 
tingdon’s  Undents,  503. 

Hill,  Hannah,  (of  Worbefter,) 
her  legacy  to  the  fund,  467. 

Hiller,  Jofeph,  (of  London,) 
his  legacy  to  the  fund,  467, 

Hiller,  Jofeph,  (of  Tewkfbury,) 
fhort  account  of  him,  157. 

Hiller,  Thomas,  his  letter  on 
the  doftrines  of  grace,  37, 
Biographical  account  of  him, 
155.  Refpeftfully  mentioned 
by  the  afibciation,  205. 

Hindoos ,  their  chifaRer,  366. 
The  poitlbility  of  fpread- 
•  ing  the  gofpel  among  them, 
353,  Short  account  of  their: 
Vedas,  and  Poorans,  357.., 
Their  o  inion  of  God,  ih„ 
Their  notion  of  faith,  369. 
Have  an  idea  of  an  atone¬ 
ment,  364.  Their  voluntary 
tortures,  ib.  Ext  raft  from 
their  Shatters,  369.  Mr.  John 
Thomas,  and...  Mr.  William 
Carey,  on  a  million  to  them, 

4857 

*  Houghton,  perhaps  not  properly 

fpelt. 
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4*5  •  A  few  of  them  con¬ 
verted,  358.  What  part  of 
the  Scriptures  they  have  in 
Bengalee  MS.  359,  note. 

B'mton,  James,  (of  Oxford,) 
his  vindication  of  the  diften- 
ters,  470. 

Hijlory  of  the  baptifts,  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  propofed,  91.  In  New 
Jerfey,  published,  323.  In 
New  England,  118. 

Hi/lory  of  Tiverton,  adv.  322. 

Hitchcock,  John,  (ofWattifham,) 
his  account  of  the  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  affociation,  61. 
And  of  his  own  church,  62. 

Holcombe ,  Henry,  a  copy  of  his 
fermon  defired  by  the  Char- 
lefton  affociation,  302.  His 
difcourfe,  adv.  324. 

Holland,  William,  his  death,  1 42. 

Holland,  (province  of,)  baptift 
churches  there,  305. 

Holjiein,  baptift  churches  in  the 
duchy  of,  3 1 3. 

Home,  Meivill,  his  affe&ionate 
recommendatory  letter  of  Da¬ 
vid  George,  484. 

Howard,  John,  Efq.  a  fermon 
on  his  deceafe,  ad-v.  126. 

Howell,  the  Hon. David,  L.L.D. 
his  charge  to  the  graduates 
of  Rhode  Ifland  college,  216. 

JIudfon,  Richard,  Efq.  his  piece 

.  ontheTeftAd,  ad-v.  122. 

Hunt,  A  fa,  (Middleborough,) 
biographical  account  ofhim, 
486. 

Hutchings,  John,  his  ordination, 

^  si  9. 

Hymns,  a  feledjon  of,  by  Mr. 
Rippon,  ad-v.  124.  New  opes 
by  Mr.  Cole,  ad-v.  322. 

Immersion  in  Baptifm, 

fometimes  prattifed  by  the 
Wefleian  Methodifts,  294. 

Inability  of  the  finer  to  comply 
with  the  gofpei,  &c.  piece 


on  it  by  Mr.  Smalley,  adv, 

47 

Independents,  12  affociations  of 
'them  in  Conne&icut,  109. 

Indians ,  in  North  America,  the 
miflionaries  who  are  among 
them,  17 1.  The  funeral  of 
one  defcribed,  213.  The 
drefs,  manners  and  piety,  of 
fome  who  viftted  the  Mora¬ 
vians  at  Nazareth,  381.  Peter, 
an  old  Chief,  particularly 
defcribed,  3S2. 

Infant  Salvation ,  a  piece  on  it, 
adv.  472. 

Infcriptions,  monumental,  On 
Mrs.  Trinder,  142.  On  Mr. 
Day,  267.  On  Mr.  Adams* 
516.  On  Mr. Hathaway,  5 10. 
On  Mr.  Ifaac  Poynting,  ib. 

Itinerant  preaching,  recommend¬ 
ed,  21 1.  297.  298.  Succefs 
of  it  in  Wales,  190. 

C^fAMES,  Ifaac,  (Briftol,)  ex- 

J  trad  of  a  letter  to  him  from 
Mr.  Robert  Hall,  fenior,  235. 

James,  Jofeph,  an  account  of 
him,  257. 

Jeffries,  Jofeph,  Taunton,  260. 

Jenckes,  John,  Efq.  (of  Provi¬ 
dence,)  his  death  mentioned, 

244-* 

Jenkins,  Dr.  Jofeph,  his  aft'ocia- 
tion  letter,  409. 

Johnfon,  Mr  recommends  the 
cafe  of  the  negro  baptift 
church  at  Savannah,  343. 

Jones,  Daniel,  (Swanfea,)  his 
ordination,  522. 

Jones,  David,  his  death,  398. 

Jones,  Ebenezer,  (Maffachu- 
fetts,)  biographical  account 
of  him,  486. 

Jones,  Dr.  Samuel,  his  letter 
againlt  univerfal  falvation,76. 

J^EHUKT  aflociation  1789, 
98,  Divided  into  two  parts, 

21G 


% 


INDEX.  1790 — 1793. 


210.  which  take  different 
names,  297. 

Keldwick,  (York,)  13,  line  17. 
was  inferted  by  miftake. 

Kent  and  SufTex  Affociation,  in 
1790,  42.  in  1791,  449.  in 
1792.  450. 

Kentucke ,  defcribed,  213.  Bap- 
tifts  increafing  there,  101. 
and  alfo  Calvinifm,  117.  A11 
affociation  at  Lexington,  1 16. 

Kidd  ell,  H.  his  lines  on  Tiver¬ 
ton,  323. 

j£i^/'#,William,  (of  Bedford,)  a 
biographical  account  of  him, 
257. 

Kingdon ,  John,  when  called  to 
the  work  of  the  minidry,  264. 
Extracts  of  letters  from  him, 
260,  note.  267,  note. 

King  ft  on,  (Jamaica,)  account  of 
the  negro  church  at,  336. 
541.— 543. 

Kioka,  the  firit  baptid  church 
formed  in  Georgia,  545,  note. 

Kirkland,  Mr.  a  miffionary  a- 
mong  the  Indians,  171.  Ac¬ 
counts  from  him  referred  to, 
373.  His  vifit,  with  the  In¬ 
dian  chiefs  and  warriors,  to 
the  Moravians  at  Nazareth, 
3So* 

A NC A '$ HIRE  Affociation, 
See  York. 

Langdon ,  Thomas,  his  affocia¬ 
tion  letter,  270. 

La  Trobe,  Charles  Ignatius, 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Rippon  con¬ 
cerning  miffionaries,  531. 

Law,  not  againfl  the  promifes, 
ado}.  125.  Its  perfection  and 
ufefulnefs  for  converfion,  adv. 
12 6.  A  fchoolmafter,  adv. 

I47* 

Law,  John,  his  ordination,  5  19. 

Leeuwaarden ,  (Eriezland,)  the 
baptid  affociation,  when  held 
there,  308. 

1.  el  and,  John,  his  Virginia. 
Chronicle,  adv.  324.  Bap¬ 


tized  above  600  perfons  in 
that  date,  ib. 

Lewis,  Thomas,  (of  Exeter,) 
affectionately  mentioned,  1 29* 
note. 

Lewis  and  Wafhington  con- 
trafted,  178. 

Leyden*  baptid  miniffers  there, 

3°5- 

Liberty ,  beautifully  reprefented 
by  Mr.  Maxcy,  539. 

Lid  don,  John,  his  publications 
ad-v.  325.  470. 

Liele,  George,  negro  minider, 
at  Kingffon  ;  account  of  him, 
3  32.  ExtraCl  of  a  letter  from 
him,  541. 

Littlewood ,  Thomas,  his  letter 
on  chridian  experience,  1 7. 

Liverpool,  (probably  in  Nova 
Scotia,)  a  mixed  communion 
church  there,  479. 

Lianglojfan  church,  (Wales,) 
103  Perfons  added  to  it  in 
one  year,  401. 

LI ew el l in,  L.  L.  D.  Thomas, 
honourably  mentioned,  150. 
Encourages  a  miffion  in  North 
Wales,  185. 

Lloyd,  John,  his  publication 
adv.  470. 

Loyalty ,  and  the  fupport  of  go¬ 
vernment,  an  exhortation  to, 
adv,  472. 

IbfACGOWAN ,  John,  a  new 
edition  of  his  life  of  Jo- 
feph,  adv.  324.. 

Macomber,  Job, (Bowdoinham,) 
when  ordained,  393. 

Maefiricht,  baptiits  there,  312. 

Malabar ian  miffionary,  a  plead¬ 
ing  account  of  a  fermon 
preached  by  one,  365. 

Malda,  (on  the  Ganges,)  price 
of  provisions  there,  366. 

Manning,  Rev.  Dr.  James,  his 
print  to  dice  page  241.  Ex¬ 
tracts  of  letters  fromhim,  88. 
100.  29?,  ^/^.Biographical 

account 


•account  of  him,  241.  Af¬ 
fectionately  mentioned  by  the 
Warren  allocution,  293.  Fu¬ 
neral  fermon  for  him,  by  Mr. 
Maxcy,  adv.  325.  Another 
by  Mr.  Fobes,  aav.  323. 

Marjhall,  Abraham,  (Georgia,) 
account  of  him,  544.  Bap¬ 
tizes  45  negroes  in  a  day,  545. 
Ailifts  in  forming  the  negro 
church  in  Savannah,  and  in 
calling  Andrew  to  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  341.  The 
number  of  members  in  his 
own  church  in  1788,  ib.note. 
Account  of  his  excellent  fa¬ 
ther,  544. 

il larjhall,  Daniel,  plants  the 
find  baptift  church  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  544.  His  happy  death, ib. 

Marjhall ,  Eliakim,  (Connecti¬ 
cut,)  biographical  account 
of  him,  486. 

Marjh field  church,  when  formed, 

395- 

Martin,  John,  his  tranfiation  of 
an  eBay  on  providence,  adv. 
123. 

Martyrs,  lives  of  the,  adv.  230. 

Majborough  church,  ( Yorkfhire, ) 
Benjamin  Dickinfon,  pallor, 
ihould  have  been  infer  ted  a  f, 
ter  2d  Leeds  church,  page  1 3 . 

Maxcy,  not  Maxey,  (Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  IHand,)  Jona¬ 
than,  his  ordination,  520. 
His  iuccefs,  1 13.  His  funeral 
fermon  on  Dr.  Manning,  adv. 
32  .  ExtraCl  of  it,  243. 
EleCted  prefident  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  394.  His  charge  to 
the  Undents,  557. 

Mead,  Henry,  503. 

Meredith,  affociation,  (New- 
Hamplliire,)  in  1792,  537. 

Methodifis ,  Mr.  Weftey’s,  fome- 
times  praCtife  immerfion,294. 
483.  Their’ million  to  the 
Welt  India  Iflands  mention- 
'  373.  perfecuted,  561, 


Middle  diltriCt  affociation,  1 79}  3 
290. 

Midland  affociation  in  1790, 
37.  in  1791,  201.  in  1792, 
409. 

Millenium,  fermons  on  it,  adv 4 

147 • 

Minifiers  to  be  known  before 
admitted  to  preach,  60. 

Miracles,  effay  on  their  nature 
and  ufe,  adv,  1  27. 

Mijfion,  in  North  Wales,  fuc- 
cefsful  in  raifing  8  churches, 
186.  190.  Encouraged  by 
the  baptift  fund,  289.  467. 

MiJJknaries ,  gofpel,  defcribed, 
532.  Wifhed  for  at  Mont- 
ferratt  378.  and  in  Bengal, 
369.  The  number  of  thofe 
iupported  by  the  Moravians, 
384.  Mr.  Fuller’s  add  refs  to 

.  thofe  who  are  gone  among 
the  Hindoos,  523. 

Monthly  meetings  of  the  baptift 
churches  in  London,  lilt  of 
the,  in  1790,  176.  in  1791* 
288.  in  1792,  466. 

MontJ'errat ,  (Weft  Indies,)  Mn 
Watfon  viftts  it,  378.  Num¬ 
ber  of  negroes  there,  379. 

Moore,  Matthew,  affifts  in  call¬ 
ing  George  Liele  into  the 
miniftry,  333.  His  death, 

'I'jn 

Moravian  millions,  a  fuccinCl 
account  of  feveral  among  the 
heathen,  373.  380. 

Morris, David,  biographical  ac¬ 
count  of  him,  188. 

Morris,  John  Webfter,  (not 
William,)  his  difcourfe  on 
Sunday  fchools,  adv .  323. 

Morfie,  Jedidiah,  fyllabus  of  his 
American  geography,  123. 

MoJJe,  M.  D.  (Euhaw,  $.  G.) 
his  account  of  Mr.  Cook, 
508. 

Mullett,  Mr.  Thomas,  extraCl 
of  a  letter  from  him,  102. 

.  NAZARETH 
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■A lAZA RET II,  (Pennfylvar 
'L  *  nia,)  Mr.  Kirkland’s  vifit 
therewith  about  50  Indians, 
380.  The  hymn  they  fung, 

3Sl- 

Needingworth,  4.  not  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  but  Huntingdon? 
fhire. 

Negro  chrifflans,  fifty  of  them 
i'everely  whipped,  340.  David 
George’s  account  of  his  fla¬ 
gellation,  and  of  his  mo¬ 
ther’s,  his  brother’s,  and  lif¬ 
ter’s,  47.3.  A  work  of  grace 
among  them  at  Providence, 
88.  and  in  Georgia,  105. 
Negro  churches,  account  ofthofe 
at  King  lion,  in  Jamaica,  336. 
atSavannah,  in  Georgia,  339. 
at  New  Prpvidence,  (one  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,)  336. 
Negro  miniffers,  (baptills,)  ac¬ 
count  of, 

George  Liele,  at  Kingffon, 

332* 

Andrew  Bryan,  at  Savannah, 
335.  340.  C41.  Certificate 
of  his  call  to  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  341.  Mr. 
Cook’s  account  of  him, 
342.  ' 

David  George,  once  at  Shel- 
burn,  in  Nova  Scotia,  336. 
now  at  Sierra  Leone,  473. 
Amos,  at  New  Providence, 

336-54i*. 

Jefle  Galphin,  near  Augufta, 
(S.  C.)  336.  Called  alfo, 
it  feems,  Jefle  Peter,  341. 
Defcribed,  545. 

New  affociation,  (general  bap- 
tifts,)  its  origin,  172.  and 
number  of  members  in  1790, 
175.  Minutes  and  letter 
in  1 791  >  179.  in  1792, 

402.  in  1793,  548. 

New  Hampfhire,  convention  of 
the  miniders  of,  at  Concord, 
in  1791,  212.  Hifloryof,  by 
.  Dr.-  Belknap,  adv*  469*' 


Newton ,  John,  a  letter  to  him 
from  Mr.  Melvill  Horne,  484. 

Newton ,  Janies,  his  funeral  fer- 
nion,  ad-v.  1 2 1.  Biographical 
account  of  him,  150.  563. 

New  York  affociation,  its  for¬ 
mation  in  1791,  299,  300. 
State  of  the,  in.  1792,  538. 

New  York ,  inffances  of  friendly 
intercourfe  among  different 
denominations  there,  104. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  affociation 
when  formed,  62.  Account 
of  it  in  1790,  61 . 

Norman ,  John,  fhort  account  of 
him,  264. 

Norman ,  Samuel,  his  ordinati¬ 
on,  322.  • 

Northampton  affociation,  in  1790, 
26.  in  1791,  192.  in  1792. 
418.  A  ffermon  preached 
before  it,  ad<v .  125. 

Northern  affociation,  in  1 790, 
63.  in  1791,  and  1792,  523. 
MS.  Account  of  it  from  1699. 
in  the  poffeilion  of  Mr.  Rip- 
pon,  63. 

^NBE  D  IE  N  C  E,  evangelical* 
recommended,  440. 

Osnmelanden, (province  of,)  bap- 
till  churches  there,  310. 

Ordinations  in  1790,  1791,  and 
1792,  517. 

Orphan  Hcufe ,  (Georgia,)  read 
not  at,  but  a  few  miles  from. 
Savannah,  343.  Part  of  it 
burned,  ib. 

OJborne,  Hens*y,Efq.  (Georgia,) 
the  chief  jhffice,  releafes  the 
chriilian  negroes,  and  per¬ 
mits  them  to  worfhip,  340. 

O'veryjfel ,  (province  of,)  bap  tiff 
churches  there,  3  1 1. 

Owen ,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  part  of  a 
tranflation  of  his  piece  on 
divine  juffice,  adnj.  125.  A 
declaration  of  his  concerning* 
fitting  up  late,  348. 
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pJED  OB  APT IS  TSm  Ame- 
rica,  revivals  among  them, 
89.  210.  221. 

Palmer,  Mr.  at  Silver  BlufF, 
baptizes  two  negroes,  fmce 
miniftersj^/e. David  George, 
and  JelTe  Galphin,  475. 

PcL'botee,  a  Brahman  of  title, 
account  of  him,  359.  His 
prayer,  362.  Part  of  a  let- 
t&r  addrefted  to  him,  530. 

Par  fans,  Robert,  his  death,  142. 

Pajloral  office,  queftions  to  be 
aiked  before  entering  upon 
it,  262. 

Patience  defcribed  and  recom¬ 
mended,  20. 

Peace,  holy,  diredlions  concern¬ 
ing  it,  and  motives  to  purfue 
it,  195.  , 

Pearce,  Samuel,  his  ordination, 
517.  His  publication  on  the 
corporation  and  tell  a dfs, 
ad-v.  123.  and  his  fermon 
on  thedeceafc  of  Dr.  Evans, 
325.  His  account  of  Mr. 
Johah  Evans,  514. 

Pelot,  Francis,  (Euhaw,  S.  C.) 
306. 

Pandered,  William,  12  line  4, 
read  minilter,  not  pallor. 

Pennfylvania,  extract  from  its 

bill  of  rights,  171.  Lift  of  pro- 

feffors  in  its  univeriity,  and 

* 

an  account  of  the  commence¬ 
ment  in  1792,  352. 

per  [here,  12.  line  30,  read  James 
Alton,  not  John. 

Peter,  the  good,  acbrifthn  In¬ 
dian  chief,  defcribed,  382. 

Philadelphia  afiociation  in  1 789, 

96.  in  1790,  74.  in  1791, 
293.  in  1792,  389. 

Philip',  Henry,  biographical 
account  of  him,  128. 

Piety,  early,  recommended,  1 47. 

Plainfield,  (Connedticur,)  a  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  there,  394. 

Plymouth,  Old,  (New  England) 
a  work  of  grace  there,  34-7* 

P o' and,  baptill  churches  there, 
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1790—1794. 

Poly  metric  table  of  diftances  in 
America  to  follow  index. 

Porter,  John  Paul,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  519. 

Potter,  James,  (Harpfvvell,) 
when  ordained,  305. 

Poynting,  Ifaac,  (of  Worcefler,) 
infeription  on  him,  310. 

Poynting,  John,  (of  Worceller,) 
his  legacy  to  the  fund,  467. 
Biographical  account  of  him, 
510. 

Pratt ,  James  (of  Steventon,)  by 
what  church  called  to  the 
minillry,  49a.. 

Prayer  meetings,  for  a  revival 
of religion,  recommended,  by 
the  Weftern  afiociation,  60. 
By  a  church  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  105.  Perfualives  to  an 
union  in  them  by  Mr.  Fuller, 
adv.  122.  Prefident  Edwards’s 
trail  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  re- 
publifhed,  126. 

P refyterians ,  of  America,  ge¬ 
nerally  orthodox,  103.  Few 
in  New  England,  whofe  dif- 
cipline  is  like  the  church  of 
Scotland,  109.  Revival  a- 
mong  them,  294. 

Price,  Dr.  Richard,  a  letter  of 
his,  388.  note. 

Price ,  William,  (of  Leeds,)  his 
publication,  471. 

Pride,  beautiful  quotation  con¬ 
cerning  it,  350. 

Princeton  college,  the  com¬ 
mencement  there  in  1791, 
219. 

Prophecies,  efiay  on  the  double 
fenfe  of  fome,  adv.  127. 

Providence,  town  of,  fee  Rhode 
I  {land/ 

Providence,  an  efiay  on  it,  adv. 
1 23.  and  grace  reviewed,  201* 

Providence ,  New,  (one  of  the 
Bahama  Blands,)  a  baptift 
church 'there,  336.541. 

Prufjia,  account  of  an  edidi  of 
the  King  of,  166.  Baptift 
churches  in  Polifh  Prulfia 
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313.  Names  of  the  twenty 
minifters  belonging  to  one 
of  them,  ib.  In  Branden¬ 
burg  Fruffia  and  in  Pruffian 
Lithuania,  314. 

Purdy,  Thomas,  (of  Rye,)  his 
alTociation  letter,  452. 

Pyre,  James,  a  note  concerning 
him,  264. 

Pyne,  Thomas,  a  fhort  account 
of  him,  264. 

E  D  STO  N F  alTociation, 

( Virginia,  &c.)  1791,293. 

Religion,  elfay  on  the  nature  and 
neceflity  of It,  adv.  127.  True 
delineated,  adv.  147. 

Revivals  of  religion  ;  in  Maf- 
fachufetts,  88,  89,  210, 

220,  395,  486.  In  New 
York,  &c.  100.  In  South 
Carolina,  107.  In  Wales, 

221.  In  Rhode  Ifland,  547. 
In  Virginia,  100,  101.  In 
Georgia,  101,  545* 

Rhine ,  the  Upper,  bap  till 

churches  on  the  eall  and  well 
fide  of  it,  317,  31 8. 

Rhode  I  Hand  college,  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  commencement 
in  1789,  95.  in  1790,  177. 
in  1791,  214.  Dr.  Howell’s 
charge  to  the  graduates,  216. 
Commencement  in  1792,39.’. 
In  1793,  555*  Rev.  Mr. 
Maxcy  eleded  prefident  of 
it,  394.  His  charge  to  the 
iludents  of  it,  557.  Fellows 
and  trullees  of  it,  iome 
lately  eleded,  556. 

Richards ,  Lewis,  (of  Balti¬ 
more,)  extract  of  a  letter 
from  him,  10 1. 

Rippon ,  John,  by  whom  baptiz¬ 
ed,  263.  His  edition  of  the 
baptift  confeflion  of  1689.  Fu¬ 
neral  fermon  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  Gifford ;  and  his  feledion 
of  hymns,  124,  adv. — alio  his 
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feleftion  of  tunes,  with  their 
names  and  metres,  326 — 328. 
and  his  funeral  fermon  on 
Mr.  Ryland,  fen.  adv.  471. 

Ris,  Cornelius,  ( Weftfriefland,) 
an  account  of  him, 320. 

Roanoak  alTociation  in  1789,  89. 

Roberts,  one  of  Lady  Hunting¬ 
don’s  Iludents,  fhort  account 
of  him,  503. 

Robinfon ,  Anthony,  (Cumber¬ 
land,)  his  fhort  hiftory  of  the 
perfecution  of  Chriftiansj, 
adv .  47  1 . 

Robinfon,  Robert,  fyllabus  of 
his  hiilory  of  baptifm,  125. 
and  of  his  ecclefialiical  re- 
fearches,  326.  and  fubmif- 
fion  to  government,  adv.  471. 
Monody  on  his  death,  497. 

Robinfon ,  Thomas,  his  fc'ripture 
charaders,  adv.  1  24. 

Rodgers,  Dr.  New  York,  104. 

I^^rr,Daniel(Newport,  Rhode 
Ifland,)  biographical  account 
of  him,  487. 

Rogers,  John,  fen.  biographical 
account  of  him,  159. 

Rogers,  John,  jun.  his  refped- 
ful  letter  to  the  Midland  af- 
fociation,  206. 

Rogers,  Dr.  William,  his  pro- 
feiTorfhip  in  the  univerlity  of 
Pennfylvania,  352.  Extract 
of  one  of  his  letters,  112.  Re¬ 
commends  the  newr  edition 
of  the  life  of  Joleph,  325. 

Root  ham,  John,  of  Willingham, 

-7  r  9 
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Roots,  Peter  Philanthropes, 
(Rhode  Ifland,)  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  394. 

Rootfey ,  John,  of Colchefter,  62. 

..  Rotterdam,  the  baptift  minifters 
there,  303. 

Rovdes,  Samuel,  his  account  of 
Mr.  Adams,  515. 

Rufhall ;  fee  She! finger. 

Rufjia,  baptift  churches  there 
3 1 8. 

Ryland, 


Ryland,  John,  his  addrefs  at  the 
grave  of"  Dr.  Gifford,  adv. 

1 24.  Demondrations  of  di¬ 
vine  j udice,  a  tranfation, adv. 

125.  Life  of  Hervey,  adv. 
329.  His  two  lad  publicati¬ 
ons,  adv.  471. 

Ryland,  Dr.  John,  his  fermon 
-  before  the  Northamptonlhire 
affociatio’n,  and  his  funeral 
difcourfes  on  Mr.  Symonds, 
125.  and  Mr.  Hall,  adv. 
329.  His  biographical  account 
of  Mr.  Hall,  226.  And  his 
letter  to  the  affociation  on 
Godly  zeal,  420. 


QAFFERT,  John,  his  ordi 
^  tion,  08. 
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Sampfon ,  a  negro  Have  at  Sa¬ 
vannah,  is  cler^,  and  ex¬ 
horts  occafionally,  342. 

S  an  bur /i  y  Mr.  a  revival  under 
his  minidry,  210. 

Savannah,  (Georgia,)  account 
of  the  church  of  baptid  ne¬ 
groes  there,  339,  540, 
Saxony ,  (Upper)  baptid  church¬ 


es  there,  314. 

Scott,  Thomas,  a  letter  to  him 
from  Mr.  Melvill  Horne,  484. 

Scott,  William,  his  fcripture 
chronology,  adv.  329. 

Scott,  Mr.  baptid  minider  at 
Haughton,  not  far  from  New 
Brunfwick,  481. 

Scriptures,  fermons  on  their  di¬ 
vine  authority  and  ufe,  1  26. 
and  an  effay  on  their  truth 
and  infpiration.  adv.  127. 

Seamans,  Job,  (N  ew  London, 
N.  H.)  a  great  bleffing  on 
his  minidry,  548. 

Seminaries  of  learning  propofed, 
in  Virginia,  91.  inCharledon, 


101. 


Separate  fate ,  an  effay  on  the, 
adv.  1 27. 

Serjeant,  Mr.  a  miffionary  among 
the  Indians,  171^ 


Shaftfury  adociation  in  17^9/ 
92.  in  1790,  102.  1791,211* 

Sharp,  Henry,  the  kind  mader 
of  George  Liele,  334.  Man¬ 
ner  of  his  death,  ib. 

Sharman,  Nathan,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  5  1 7. 

Sh  el  burn,  in  Nova  Scotia,  a  few 
baptids  left  there,  and  at  St, 
John’s,  482. 

Shepherd  Samuel,  lately  baptiz¬ 
ed  150,  or  more,  221. 

Shelf  anger  church,  (Norfolk,) 
fhort  account  of  it  in  1790,61 . 

Sierra  Leone,  Freetown,  fird 
fight  of  it  defcribed,  483. 
A  baptid  church  there,  ib. 
Their  meeting  houfe  a  hovel, 
ib.  Account  of  David  George, 
the  negro  baptid  minider 
there,  473. 

Simplicity  that  is  in  Chrid, letter 
on  the,  409. 

Sin,  the  wifdom  of  God  in  its 
permiffion,  adv.  147,  The 
great  evil  of  it,  ib. 

Slave  trade,  execrated,  273. 
The  abolition  of  it  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  Wedern  affoci¬ 
ation,  60,  286.  A  fermon  on 
it  by  Mr.  Beatfon,  adv.  1 1 8. 
By  Mr.  Dore,  adv.  1 19.  By 
Mr.  Booth,  adv.  321.  ByDr. 
Edwards,  adv.  323.  By  Mr. 
Liddon,  adv.  323. 

Slaves,  fifty  of  them  unmerci¬ 
fully  whipped,  340.  The 
language  of  Andrew  while 
under  the  lafh,  ib.  The  blood 
runs  down  over  the  waid- 
band  of  David  George ,  473. 

Smalley ,  John,  his  fermon  on 
the  divine  law,  1 26.  and  his 
piece  on  the  inability  of  the 
finner,  &c.  adv.  472. 

Smith,  James,  Efq.  collects  the 
lid  of  the  baptid  churches  in 
England,  z. 

Smith,  Nathan,  his  ordination, 

5 1 3. 

Smith , 
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Smithy  Thomas,  (of  Shelfanger,) 
a  Ihort  account  of  his  church 
in  1790,  6 1. 

Smitbfetd,  (Rhode  Ifland,)  a 
great  revival  of  religion 
^  there,  547. 

Society,  (of  Baptills,)  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  propagating  the 
gofpel  among  the  heathen, 
account  of  it,  371,  485. 
Their  letter  to  the  friends  of 
the  gofpel  in  India,  528.  Lift 
of  perfons  who  receive  fub- 
fcription  for  it,  531. 

Society  in  Scotland  for  propa¬ 
gating  ehriftian  knowledge, 
their  miflionaries,  373. 

Socinianifm  obtains  but  Tittle  in 
America,  103. 

Solar  fyfem,  eftay  on  the  Mofaic 
account  of  it,  adv.  127. 

Sowden ,  Samuel,  (of  Ipfwich,) 
a  fhort  account  of  him,  62. 

Sower,  difcourfes  on  the  parable 
of  the,  adv.  126. 

SpaniJhTovfft,  (Jamaica,)  baptift 
meeting-houfe  there,  542. 

Spirit  of  God,  his  work,  42. 

Sprague,  Daniel,  his  aftociation 
letter,  280. 

St  anger,  John,  his  publications, 
adv.  126,  330. 

St  aught  on,  S.  his  publication, 
adv.  330. 

Steadman,  William,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  320. 

St eevens,  Thomas, not  Stevens,  5 . 

Stennett,  Dr.  Sam.  his  publicati¬ 
ons,^?^.  126.  His  fermonata 
monthly  meeting  mentioned, 
176.  His  difcourfe  on  the 
death  of  Dr.  Evans,  ad<v.  330. 

Steventon  church,  when  formed, 
495.  has  had  but  few  pallors, 
ib .  note. 

Stillman,  Dr.  extrafls  of  letters 
from  him,  100.  His  difcourfes 
1 790,  adv.  12 6.  His  fketch 
ot  Mr.  Gair’s  life,  154.  A  re¬ 
vival  in  his  church,  220.  His 
fermon  on  the  death  of  Nic. 

p  p  2 


1790— 1793- 

Brown,  Efq.  adv.  330. 
Stoning  ton  aftociation  in  1790, 
210. 

Stradling,  Ifaac,  his  call  to  the 
work  of  the  miniltry,  264. 
Students  in  divinity.  Dr.  Evans’s 
addrefs  to  his,  345.  A  ca¬ 
talogue  of  books  recommend¬ 
ed  to  them,  2  3 . 

Sunday  fchools,  a  fermon  on,  by 
Mr.  Dore,  adv.  1 19.  By  Mr. 
Morris,  adv.  325. 

Sutclijp,  John,  his  oration  at  Mr. 
Symonds’s  grave,  125.  His 
republication  of  Edwards  on 
prayer  for  a  revival,  126. 
His  familiar  catechifm,  127. 
His  fermon  at  a  meeting  of 
minifters,  320.  and  his  new 
edition  of  Smalley  on  the  ftn- 
ner  s  inability,  &c.  adv.  472. 
Surinam,  (South  America,)  Hate 
of  the  Moravian  miffion  there, 
38+- 

Sutton,  Abner,  (New  Jerfey,) 
his  death,  296. 

Swain,  Jofeph,  his  call  to  the 
Work  of  the  miniftry,  and  his 
ordination,  521. 

Swartz,  a  foreign  millionary, 

365. 

Switzerland,  minifters  of  the 
baptift  churches  there,  316. 
Switzers,  baptills,  24  churches 
0^317. 

Symonds ,  Jofhua,  funeral  fermon 
on  him,  and  oration  at  his 
grave,  adv.  1 25. 

CHATHAM,  Dr.  of  Oxford, 

t  *tti  anfwer  to  his  mveflive 
againll  the  diftenters,  adv. 
47°. 

Taunton ,  (Somer.)  hiftory  of 
adv.  331. 

the  ftates  in  America 
where  they  are  levied  for  the 
fupport  of  the  minifters  of 
religion,  391.  Dr.  Price’s 
letter  on  the  lubjeft,' 388. 

■ Taylor ,  Dan,  his  publications, 
ados.  127, 


T ay  hr , 


Taylor,  Mr.  William,  and  his 
wife,  of  Shelburn  in  Nova 
Scotia,  their  kindnefs  to 
David  George,  the  negro 
fniniffer,  479. 

Terry,  Henry,  baptizes  Mr. 
Day,  2bo. 

Tejl  Jci'y  Mi.  Hud  Ton’s  piece  on 
its  origin  and  effects  adv.  122, 
and  Mr.  Pearce’s,  on  its  in- 
juffice  and  opprefllon,  123. 
Thomas ,  John,  (the  miffionary,) 
his  account  of  himfelf,  353. 
And  the  poflibility  of  fpread- 
ing  the  gofpel  among  the 
'  Hindoos,  356 — 370.,  Em¬ 
ployed  on  a  million  to  the 
Hindoos,  485.  See  Hindoos. 
Thomas,  John,  (of  Hilltown, 
Pennfyivania,)his  death.  296. 
Thomas ,  Jolhua,  his  remarks  on 
the  Welfh  aflbciations,  191. 
401. 

Thomafton  church,  when  form- 
eA,  395. 

Thornton,  Henry,  Efq.  M.  P. 
his  kindnefs  to  David  George, 
the  negro  minifter,  483. 
Thornton,  John,  Efq.  an  account 
of  him,  130. 

Tiverton,  (Devon,)  hiftorical 
memoirs  of  it,  adv.  322. 

Toler,  Henry,  (Virginia,)  ex¬ 
tract  of  one  of  his  letters, 

543- 

J'omkins,  Redburw,  (ofLondon,) 
his  legacy  to  the  fund,  467. 
Commas,  John,  (of  Briftol,)  his 
oration  at  Mr.  Newton’s 
grave,  adv.  1 2 1 .  Extract  of 
it,  15  1.  note.  Addrels  at  Dr. 
Evans’s  grave,  adv.  330. 
Toulmin,  Jolhua,  his  hiffory  of 
Taunton,  adv.  331. 
Tranquebar ,  Moravian  million 
there,  380. 

Trelcch,  128,  line  6,  not  Tre- 
bech. 

Tr aider,  Martha,  biographical 
get  cur.  t  of  her,  135. 


Trinity,  a  fhort  view  of  the 
adv.  330. 

Trivett ,  Edward,  (of  War¬ 
head,)  a  fhort  account  of  his 
church,  61. 

Trivett ,  Zenas,  (ofLangham,) 
his  piece  on  chrillian  duties, 
adv.  331. 

Turner,  Daniel,  the  contents  of 
his  eflays,  127.  His  exhorta¬ 
tion  to  loyalty,  adv.  472. 

NIT  ED  baptijl  ajjcciatien , 
part  of  that  formerly  cal¬ 
led  the  Kehukee,  (North 
Carolina,)  in  1790,  296.  in 
1791,297. 

Univerfal Jalvation,  Dr.  Jones’s 
letter  againft  it,  76.  Dr. 
Jonathan  Edwards’s  book  on 
the  fubjecl  recommended,  80. 

A  fyllabus  of  that  book,  1 19. 
Mr.  Staimer’s  on  the  fame 

O 

fubjedt,  adv.  126.  and  Mr. 
Dan  Taylor’s,  adv.  127, 

Upton,  James,  (of  London,)  his 
republicadon  of  Herbert, 
adv.  472 .  ,  1 

Utting,  Henry,  (of  Claxton,)  a 
fhort  account  of  his  church, 

6 1. 

Utrecht,  the  baptiffs  there,  308. 

THERMO  NT  affectation  in 
1790,  209. 

Vincent's,  (St.)  the  afiembly  of, 
their  oppreffive  aft,  561. 
Virginia,  Epifcopalians  in  that 
ftate  fo  late  as  1774,  perfe^ 
cuted  and  imprifoned  bap-  | 
tilt  miniffers  for  preach¬ 
ing  ;  their  power  now  gone, 
94.  The  profligacy  of  their 
parfons,  106.  Great  revival 
of  religion  in,  10 1.  Addrels 
of  the  Committee  of  the  bap- 
tiff  churches  there  to  the  Pre- 
fldent  of  the  United  States, 

1 68.  Minutes  of  the  General 
Committee  of  9  alibciation$ 
there  in  1797,534.  I  heltate 
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of  religious  liberty  there,  5  43* 
Virginia  Portfmouth  alfocia- 
tion,  its  limits,  297.  Minutes 
of  it  in  1791,  210. 

TJ/AKE ,  Thomas,  his  letter 
'  '  on  the  work  ot  the  Spirit, 

4.2. 

Wales ,  lift  of  the  particular  bap- 

tift  churches  there, 74.  A  ge¬ 
neral  baptift church  in,  15. 16. 
Wallis,  Beeby,  (of  Kettering,) 
funeral  fermon  for  him,  ad-v. 
470.  Biographical  account 
of  him,  488. 

Walton ,  George,  Eiq.  (Geor¬ 
gia,)  favoured  the  chriftian 
negroes,  340. 

War/aw ,  names  of  the  baptift 
minifters  there,  314. 

Warren  allociation  in  1 790,  8 1 . 

in  1791?  292.  in  1792,  386. 
Warwick  allociation,  (New 
York,)  in  June  1791*  211. 
in  Od.  1791,  294.  in  1792, 

5  3b. 

W  A  S  H  1  N  G  T  O  N ,  G  E  O  R  G  E ,  Pre- 

fident  of  the  American  ftates. 
His  fpeech  in  anfwer  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  of  baptift  churches  in 
Virginia,  170.  The  degree 
of  doftor  of  laws  conferred 
on  him  by  the  fellows  ot  Rhode 
Iftand  college,  178.  Coup¬ 
lets  on  the  lame,  179. 

W aterlandijh  baptifts,  lift  of  31 
churches  of  the,  ^04.  The 
time  of  their  aftocintion,  to* 
Watkins,  Edmund,  is  mentioned 
in  page  14th,  as  pallor  at 
Blaenau,  and  in  page  1 5th,  as 
pallor  at  UJk.  See  this  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  page  of  Corri¬ 
genda,  at  the  end  of  the 
volume. 

Wat/on,  Samuel,  his  vifit  to 
Montferrat,  378.  and  death 
there,  380. 

j Wattijbam  church, (Suffolk,)  its 
origin,  62, 


Webfler,  Samuel,  (Wcodftock,’) 
when  ordained,  394. 

Wellington  church  termed,  2.60. 

Wells,  Amos,  (Woodiiock  d 
church,)  when  ordained.  39  . 

Weljh  aftociation,  in  179  04. 

Amicably  divided  into  ,(.r 
69.  Breviates  ot  the  three 
aifociations  in  1791,  1-3.  in 

>792»  397-  r  .  . 

Weft,  Aaron,  a  prefent,  by  ais 
hands,  to  the  fund,  289. 

Wejhrn  allociation  in  1790,  53. 
in  1791,  280.  in  1792,  440. 

Weft  India  I  Hands,  (three 
Danilh ,)  account  of  the  Mora¬ 
vian  million  to  them,  383. 

W eftmancoat ,  6.  line  is.fhouid 
have  been  placed  in  Wor- 
cellerlhire,  not  in  Gloucefter. 

Wightman,  James,  (North  King- 
iton,)  biographical  account 
of  him,  480. 

Whitfield,  Charles,  (of  Hamfter- 
lcy,)  his  publication  recom¬ 
mending  book  iocieties,  ac  ■  v , 
472.  Has  drawn  up  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Northern  aftbei- 
ation  from  1699,  63. 
Whitmee,  (not  Whitnee,)  J  :hn. 
Great  Gidding,  his  oruina- 
tion,  494. 

Wilkins,  William,  (Bourton, 
Gloucefterlliire,)  the  account 
tranfrnitted  by  him  of  Mi. 
William  Dore,  509. 
Williams,  Mr.  (of  Grafton,) 
honourably  mentioned,  209. 
Williams,  James,  his  letter  on 
a  review  of  providence  and 
grace,  201. 

Williams,  John,  (Virginia,)  ex¬ 
tract  of  his  letter,  80. 
Williams,  William,  (Cardigan,) 


encourages  the  million  in 
North  Wales,  186.  His  re-¬ 
marks  on  the  Wellh  churches 

16. 

Wills*  Thomas,  his  publica¬ 
tions,  adv,  331. 

Wilton, 
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Wilton,  Dr.  Samuel,  whence  he 
had  his  A.  M.  260. 

Wifdom  of  God  in  the  permif- 
fion  of  fin,  adv.  147. 

Wilherfpoon,  Rev.  Dr.  his 
preaching  in  an  Epifcopal 
church,  104.  Has  been  the 
fuccefsful  tutor  of  many  pref- 
byterian  and  other  miniilers, 
lb.  His  works  recommend¬ 
ed,  255. 

Wood,  William,  ext  raft  of  a 
letter  from  him,  117. 

M  oodftock,  (Connefticut,)  a  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  there,  394. 

Woodjfock  affociation  in  1790, 
208. 

colyerfone  church.  See  Ipf-) 
wich. 

Waif  cad,  church,  (Norfolk) 


account  of  it  in  1790,  61. 

Wynands,  Abraham,  (Ham¬ 
burgh,)  an  account  of  him, 
320. 

Y ARMOWH,  Great,  (Nor¬ 
folk,)  (hort  account  of  the 
church  at,  61. 

York  and  Lancafhire  affociation 
in  1790,  17.  in  1791,  270.  in 
1792,  468. 

^EAL,  godly,  the  nature  of 
it,  421.  The  objefts  of  it, 
423.  Direftions  and  cautions 
concerning  it,  428.  431.  ami 
motives  to  it,  434. 

Zeeland,  (the  province  of,)  bap- 
rift  churches  there,  308. 
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SHEWING  THE  DISTANCES  BETWEEN  THE  PRINCIPAL  TOWNS 


The  diftance,  in  Britifn  miles,  between  two  places,  is  found  in  the 
fvnall  fquare  at  the  interfection  of  the  lines,  drawn  both  ways  from 
thofe  places ;  as  for  example,  the  diftance  from  Bofton  to  New 
York  259  miles,  from  Charleftown  to  Quebec  1396  miles. 


Albany  in  New  York 
Alexandria  (or  Belhaven) ,  Virginia 
Amboy,  Eaft  New  Jerfey 
Annapolis,  Maryland 
Boston,  in  New  England 
Burlington,  Weft  New  Jerfey 
Charlestown,  South  Carolina 
Crown  Point,  New  York 
Fort  Detroit,  Province  of  Quebec 
Fort  Duquefne  (now  Pittlburg),  Pennfylvania 


Frederickfburg,  Virginia 
Fort  Frontenac,  Province  of  Quebec 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
Lancafter,  Pennfylvania 
Marlborough,  Virginia 

Montreal,  Province  of  Quebec  |  722]  5 6cj  750 
New  Bern,  South  Carolina  |  962 
Newcaftle,  Delaware  Counties 
Newhaven,  Connecticut 
Newport,  Rhode  Ifland 


New  York 

Falls  of  Niagara,  Province  of  Quebec 
Ofwego,  New  York 
Pensacola,  Weft  Florida 
Philadelphia,  Pennfylvania 
Prince  Town,  Weft  New  Jerfey  )  43I141 5 
Quebec 

St.  Augustine,  Eaft  Florida 
Savannah,  Georgia 
Williamsburg,  Virginia 
Winchefter,  Virginia 
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Books  published 

BY  MR.  RIPPON. 

u  A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Gifford,  D.  D.  by  John  Rippon,  with  an  Addreft ,  delivered  at 
grave,  by  the  Rev.  John  Ryland,  fen.  A.  IV1.  8vo.  i  lice  rs* 

2.  A  ConfeJJton  of  Faith  put  forth  by  the  Elders  and  Brethren 
of  many  Congregations  of  Chriftians  (baptized  upon  profeffioa 
of  their  faith,)  in  London  and  the  country.  Printed  at  London 
in  1688,  now  reprinted,  with  a  lift  of  the  thirty-feven  Mini- 
fterswho  recommended  it  in  1689;  to  which  this  edition  adds, 
what  was  never  before  given,  the  places  where  they  all  labour¬ 
ed  in  the  miniftry.  8vo.  Price  6d.  or  2I.  2s.  an  hundred. 

.  Selection  of  PIymns,  from  the  beft  Authors,  m. 
tended  to  be  an  Appendix  to  Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns  and  Plalma. 
fifth  edition,  with  the  nume6  of  the  runes  to  all  the 
Hymns.  Price  ^s.  m  Iheep,  and  Bd.  in  calf. 

a.  A  Selection  of  Psalm  and  Hymn  Tunes,  from 
the  beft  Authors,  in  three  or  four  parts  ;  adapted  principally 
to  Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns  and  Pfalms,  and  to  Mr.  Rippon’s  Selec¬ 
tion  of  Hymns ;  including  (in  a  greater  variety  than  any  other 
volume  extant,)  the  moil  approved  compofitions  which  are  ufed 
in  London,  and  in  the  different  congregations  throughout  Eng¬ 
land  :  alfo  many  original  tunes  never  before  printed.  The  whole 
forming  a  publication  of  above  two  hundred  Hymn  times.  Price 
cs.  bound  in  Iheep. 

Thofe  who  purchafe,  of  Mr.  R.  fix  copies,  may  have  a  feventh 
gratis. 

5.  The  gentle  Difmiffion  of  Saints  from  Earth  to  Heaven,  a 
Sermon  occafioned  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev.  John  Ryland, 
fen.  A.  M.  who  departed  this  life  at  Enfield  (near  London,) 
July  2 a,  1792?  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age;  pieached  firft  at 
his  funeral  at  Northampton,  on  Lord’s-day  evening,  July  29, 
and  afterwards  in  London. 

2d  edition.  8vo.  price  9d. 

All  the  above 

Are  fold  by  Mr.  Dilly,  London ;  Meffrs.  Brown  and  James, 

Briftol ;  'Gray,  Edinburgh  ;  Allein,  Dublin ;  and  by  the 

Baptift  Minifters  at  Bofton,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Balti¬ 
more,  Richmond,  Savannah,  and  Charlefton,  in  America. 


0 


Directions  to  the  Binder,  and  others. 

The  Binder  mart  obferve,  that  the  different  fubjefts  in  the  Re- 
gifter  are  diltinguilhed  by  feveral  fignatures,  of  different  fvzes. 

This  Volume,  after  the  preface  Iheet,  begins  with  “a” 
•viz.  A  Lilt  of  the  Particular  Bap  tilt  churches  in  1790. 

After  “a”,  at  the  end  of  page  16th,  place  two  leaves,  •viz .  A 
Teem  cn  Ajfociations,  which  is  Hitched  up  in  Num.  5,  where  it 
is  improperly  put  between  “Aa”  and  “Bb” 

Then  b ,  and  c  follow  with  all  the  other  fignatures  of  the  famt 
Jizfiy  to  pp,  half  Iheet,  which  is  the  end  of  the  Volume. 

Rev.  Dr.  Evans’s  print  to  face  the  Title  page. 
Rev.  Ro  bert  Hall’s  to  face  page  226 

Rev.  Dr.  Manning’s  -  -  241 

The  Poly  metric  Table  of  America 
to  face  the  lalt  page  of  the  Index. 

The  following  Sheets,  and  Prints,  are  to  he  taken  out  of  the  Numbers, 
kept  clean,  and  preferred  as  part  of  another  P olurne. 

Take  out  from  Number  i. 

“b” — The  title  page  of  it  may  be  cancelled,  but 
the  lalt  three  leaves  of  it  mujl  be  preferved. 

<fc” — Account  of  churches  in  Ireland — half  Iheet. 
“D” — The  Narrative  of  the  General  Affembly,  1689., 
“E” — -An  account  of  the  Baptized  churches  in  1689. 

“  A” — A  Confeffion  of  Faith. 

.  T ake  from  Number  2. 

ffA”  .  - — Hi f  cry  of  the  Ajfociation  in  Wales . 

'fake  from  Number  3. 

.  tcB” — A  Confeffion  of  Faith.  Chap.  7.  Sec. 

.  .  Take  from  Number  4. 

<r<  C” — A  Confeffion  of  Faith.  Chap.  20.  to  the  end* 

Take  from  Number  5. 

.  .  —A  print  of  the  Meeting-houfe  at  Providence-, 

pii>”  .  • — -Hijlory  of  the  Ajfociation  in  Wales . 

.  t  .  Take  from  Number  6. 

.  ,  .  * — The  Print  of  Dr.  Samuel  Stillman,  and 

**C’*  .  * — Hijlory  of  the  Afociation  in  Wales. 

The  above  Articles  make  about  140  pages  of  letter 
prefs  which  belong  to  another  volume,  befide  the 
Prints  of  Dr.  Stillman,  and  the  Meeting-houfe  at  Pro¬ 
vidence;  the  latter  is  to  go  with  the  Hillory  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  churcn,  already  prepared,  and  the  former 
with  the  Hillory  of  the  firll  Baptill  church  at  Bolton, 
now  daily  expected. 

It  may  feem  Fringe  to  perfons  who-  have  not  con- 
fidered  the  original  propolals  in  Number  1.  That 
there  fhould  remain,  at  the  end  of  a  volume,  any 
pieces  unfinished,  but  the  Editor  takes  leave  to  obferve, 
that  it  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  what  his  Plan  lirlt 
announced. 
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